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Monday,  January  2,  1837. 
This  being  the  day  iixed  by  the  twenty-first  section  and  fourth 
article  of  the  constitution  of  this  state,  for  the  meeting  of  the  legis- 
iature,  the  following  members  appeared,  and  after  being  duly 
qualified  took  their  seats : 

JFVoOT  the  county  of  Wayne — Charles  W.  Whipple,  William 
Munger,  Job  Smith,  John  Martin,  Ammon  Brown,  N.  P.  Thayer 
Caleb  Herrington,  George  W.  Ferrington. 

From  the  county  of  Washtenaw — Orrin  Howe,  Oliver  Kellog^^ 
Gilbert  Shattuck,  Thomas  Lee,  Kibgsley  S.  Bingham,  James 
Kingsley,  Robert  Purdy.. 

From  the  county  of  Monroe — ^Alpheus  Felch,  Warner  Wing, 
Thomas  Farrington. 

FVom  the  county  of  Oakland — ^William  Burbank,  William 

Yerkes,  Pitts  Phillips,  H.  Haskins,  George  W.  Wisner. 

^^  •  

From  the  county  of  Lenmoee — Orange  Butler,  A.  Finch,  jr., 
Jesse  Ballard,  Alonzo  Cressy. 

From  the  county  of  Macomb — ^Ephraim  Calkin,  Isaac  Monfore 
L.  S.  Gilbert. 

From  the  county  of  St.  Joseph — Neal  McGaflfey,  Martin  G. 
Shellhouse. 

^Vtmt  the  county  of  Cass — William  Burke,  James  Odell. 

From  the  county  of  folamazoo— Caleb  Eldred,  Edwin  H.  Lo- 
ihtop. 
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From  the  county  of  Hillsdale — StiUman  Ralph. 
F)rom  the  county  ofBrcmch — Hiram  Alden. 
From  the  coutOy  of  Berrien — Robert  E.  Ward. 
From  the  county  ofAUegan — Elisha  Ely. 
FVom  the  comity  of  Calhoun — ^Ezra  Convis. 
From  the  county  of  Jackson — ^J.  G.  Cornell. 
From  the  county  of  Lapeer — Silas  D.  McKeen. 
From  the  county  of  Saginaw — William  F.  Moseley. 
JFVtwn  ffie  county  of  Michilimacinack — J.  P.  King. 
From  the  county  of  Chippevoa — Hemy  A.  Lievake. 

Elijah  J.  Roberts  and  John  S.  Heath,  from  the  county  of  St. 
Clair,  each  presented  their  credentials  and  respectively  claimed 
a  seat  as  the  representative  elect  from  the  said  county  of  St 
Clair. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Howe,  of  Washtenaw, 

Mr.  Alden,  of  Branch,  was  elected  speaker  pro  tempore. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lothrop,.of  Kalamazoo, 

George  R.  Griswold,  was  elected  clerk  pro  tempore. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bingham,  of  Washtenaw, 

—  Houston  was  elected  sergeant-at-anns  pro  tern* 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Convis,  of  Calhoun* 

A  committee  of  two  was  appointed,  cooaasting  of  Messrs.  Lo- 
tfarop  and  Ward,  to  wait  upon  the  Senate  and  inform  them  that 
a  quorum  of  the  House  was  present,  organized  and  ready  to  pro- 
ceed to  business. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate,  announcing  that  a 
quorum  of  that  body  was  present,  organized  and  ready  to  pro- 
ceed to  business. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lothrop,  of  Kalamazoo, 

A  committee  of  five  was  appointed,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Lo- 
throp, Felch,  Ralph,  Howe,  Whipple,  as  a  special  committee  on 
elections. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whipple,  of  Wayne, 
A  committee  of  two  was  appointed,  consisting  of  Messrs. 
Whipple  and  Convis*  to  act  with  such  committee  as  may  be  ap- 
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pointed  by  the  senate,  to  wait  upon  the  Governor  and  inform  him 
that  both  branches  of  the  legislature  are  now  organized  and  ready 
to  proceed  to  business. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lothrop, 

The  credentials  of  E.  J.  Roberts  and  John  S.  Heath,  were 
referred  to  the  committee  on  elections. 

The  committee  appointed  to  wait  upon  his  excellency  the 
Governor,  reported  that  (hey  had  executed  the  duty  assigned  to 
them,  and  had  received  for  answer  that  he  would  communicate 
by  message  or  in  person  to  both  branches  of  the  legislature  this 
morning. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate  announcing  that  that 
body  would  meet  in  joint  assembly  with  the  members  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  in  the  hall  of  the  house,  this  day,  to  re- 
ceive a  message  from  the  Executive. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ely, 

A  committee  of  two  was  appointed,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Ely 
and  Butler,  to  wait  upon  the  Senate  and  conduct  them  to  seats. 

bf  Jonrr  Absemblt. 

•    The  Senate  having  been  conducted  to  seats. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Barry,  of  the  Senate, 

A  committee  of  two  was  appointed,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Bar- 
ry (of  the  Senate,)  and  Convis,  (of  the  House  of  Representatives,) 
to  wait  upon  the  Governor  and  inform  him  that  both  branches  of 
the  legislature  were  now  in  convention,  ready  to  receive  any 
communication  he  may  see  fit  to  make.  A  message  was  re- 
ceived announcing  the  presence  of  his  excellency  the  Governor, 
who,  after  being  conducted  to  the  chair,  delivered  the  following 
message: 

MESSAGE. 

FeUau)  citizens  tf  the  Senate^ 

and  House  of  Representatives : 

On  the  annual  assemblage  of  the  representatives  of  the  people, 
I  am  again  required  to  review  the  affairs  of  the  commonwealth, 
aad  in  obedience  to  the  express  injunction  of  the  constitution,  to 
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recommend  to  the  legislature  such  matters  as  are  expedient  and 
essential  to  its  permanent  welfare  and  prosperity. 

In  taking  a  retrospect  of  the  past  year,  we  find  much  cause  for 
congratulation.  The  tide  of  emigration  is  rapidly  extending  its 
course  to  the  remotest  borders  of  the  state ;  unprecedented  health 
has  blessed  the  habitations  of  the  people ;  abundant  harvests 
have  crowned  the  exertions  of  the  agriculturist ;  our  cities  and 
villages  are  thronging  with  an  active  and  enterprizing  population; 
and  notwithstanding  the  embarrassments  which  have  surrounded 
us  in  our  relations  to  the  federal  Union,  social  order  has  been  pre- 
served, and  the  majesty  of  the  law  has  been  supreme.  Such  are 
the  advantages  which  have  been  secured  to  us  during  the  past 
year,  and  we  should  not  overlook  the  gratitude  due  the  High 
Source  from  whose  bounty  they  have  arisen,  and  through  whose 
providence  and  power  they  are  to  continue. 

I  wish  it  were  in  my  power,  fellow-citizens,  to  communicate  to 
you  as  my  first  duty,  the  honorable  and  favorable  accommoda- 
tion of  our  difficulties  with  the  general  government  That  duty 
I  trust,  however,  is  postponed  to  no  distant  day.  The  convention 
which  assembled  under  the  act  of  July  the  twenty-fifth,  eighteen 
hundred  and  thirty-six,  and  to  whom  was  submitted  the  proposi- 
tion of  the  congress  of  the  United  States,  refused  to  accede  to  the 
proposed  terms  of  admission  of  the  st^te  into  the  UnioQ.  A  sub- 
sequent convention  of  the  people,  assembled  without  the  sancticm 
of  the  legislative  or  executive  agency,  have  nevertheless  given  the 
assent  required  by  ihe  act  of  congress  as  a  prerequisite  to  our  ad- 
mission, reserving  at  the  same  time  to  the  people  of  Michigan,  all 
their  rights  under  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  pro- 
testing against  the  constitutionality  of  the  power  exercised  by  the 
federal  government  It  does  not  perhaps  become  me  at  this  time, 
and  in  my  present  place,  to  deliberate  upon  the  validity  of  the 
proceedings  of  this  convention.  It  is  suflicient  for  me  to  state, 
that  it  emanated  with  and  ttxn  the  exclusive  source  of  all  politi- 
cal power ;  that  it  had  its  origin  in  that  declaration  of  your  con- 
stition  which  asserts,  that  government  is  instituted  for  the  benefit* 
protection  and  security  of  the  governed ;  that  it  recpgmzes  the 
greatest  good  of  the  greatest  nurnber  as  the  vital  principiQ  of  the 
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Social  compact,  oad  that  its  authority  is  the  deliberate  will  of  the 
people. 

I  am  unauthorized  to  say  in  what  light  ^  authorities  of  the 
United  States  will  view  die  assent  given  by  this  convention. 
Whether  it  will  be  considered  a  compliance  with  the  requisition 
of  the  act  (rf*  congress,  or  not,  I  am  unable  to  state.  Nothing  of- 
ficial has  been  received  that  would  justify  a  conclusion  on  this 
point  Neither  have  I  been  able  to  indulge  a  reasonable  hope 
that  ooogress  will  remove  the  obstacle  to  our  admission  by  a  re- 
peal of  the  obnoxious  provision  of  their  law,  and  permit  the  un- 
conditional admission  of  the  state  into  the  Union,  as  she  is  injus- 
tice and  by  r%ht  entitled 

My  viaws  (^  the  rights  d  Michigan  under  the  ordinance  of 
seventeen  hundred  and  eighty-seven,  as  repeatedly  expressed  to 
the  legislature,  remain  unaltered  and  unalterable.    In  the  question 
<^  our  admission  into  the  Union,  I  would  ]deld  to  the  general 
government  nothing  as  a  matter  of  right,  unless  their  claim  of 
power  was  clearly  pointed  out  by  the  constitution  and  laws  of 
the  country.    I  protest  agaimt  the  constitutionality  of  an  act  of 
congress  prescribing  any  condition  to  Ae  admission  of  a  state  into 
the  fiMferal  Union.  The  states  themselves  and  the  ju(ficiary  are  the 
only  tribunals  competent  to  take  cognizance  of  conflicting  claims 
of  boundaries  between  states.    But  it  is  needless  for  us  to  theo- 
rize kx^er  upon  abstract  principles  of  right    We  are  ccxnpelled 
to  view  things  as  they  are,  and  not  as  they  should  be.    At  one 
period  of  the  controversy  the  legidation  of  congress  was  with  us. 
It  is  now  against  us,  and  we  must  respect  it.    We  therefore 
spend  a  bootless  grief  by  delaying  our  admission  into  the  Union, 
and  I  deem  it  your  duty  to  extend  every  aid  in  your  power,  by 
which  an  object  so  desirable  may  be  most  certainly  accomplished 
The  interests  of  your  constituents  demand  this  at  your  hands ;  a 
aound  aod  prudent  policy  dictates  it 

Tlie  pec^e  of  Michigan  it  is  true,  with  an  unanimity  seldom 
if  ever  equalled,  deny  to  congxess  the  rig^t  of  attaching  any  omi- 
dition  whatsoever  to  their  admissico  mto  the  UnicML  The  power 
has  however  been  ezeroised,  and  admitting  the  virroiig,  who  will 
point  out  the  remedy  f    An  appeal  to  the  supreme  judicial  tribu- 
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nal  of  the  country  is  denied  us  until  a  state  of  the  Uxiion,  and  if 
the  right  could  be  acknowledged  to  us,  we  cannot  exist  as  a  state 
independent  of  that  Union.  Whatever  brilliancy  our  increasing 
prosperity  may  exhibit,  it  is  but  a  reflected  light  of  a  confederated 
republic. 

Then,  fellow-citizens,  what  course  is  there  left  for  us  to  pursue? 
But  one,  and  that  a  patriotic  obedience  to  the  will  of  the  people  of 
the  United  States.  We  have  our  views  in  regard  to  the  coo- 
stitutionality  of  the  power  exercised  by  congress,  it  is  true ;  but 
we  must  not  forget  that  we  constitute  but  a  small  fraction  of  the 
thirteen  millions  of  people,  who  by  their  representatives  have 
given  this  decision  against  us,  and  that  their  views  are  perhaps  in 
their  mindsj  entitled  to  equal  consideration  with  our  own. 
We  can  only  judge  the  future  by  the  past,  and  we  cannot  there- 
fore reasonably  expect  the  present  or  a  future  congress  to  annul 
the  solemn  enactment  of  their  predecessors.  We  have  no  addi- 
tional argument  to  offer,  for  argument  has  been  exhausted.  We 
have  petitioned;  we  have  remonstrated;  but  all  has  been  in 
vain. 

.  Yet  there  is,  fellow-citizens,  perhaps  a  remedy  left  us,  which 
tyranny  may  drive  a  people  to  adopt.  It  is  the  natural  right  cf 
resistance  .to  oppression  inherent  in  every  community ;  it  is  the 
tdtima  ratio  of  a  desperate  and  oppressed  people,  whose  edict 
tn\y  t  \:e  written  in  blood.  But  have  we  reached  that  degree  of 
oppression  where**  resistance  to  authority  becomes  a  virtue  7  I 
will  not,  fellow-citissens,  oflfer  an  indignity  to  your  understandings 
and  feelings,  by  an  atiswer  to  such  an  interrogatory.  I  feel  that 
as  American  citizens  we  should  cherish  the  tender  ties  of  a  coo»- 
mon  descent,  and  recollect  that  oar  federal  Union  was  the  ofl^ 
spring  of  the  great  achievements,  the  common  perils,  and  common 
triumphs  of  the  fethers  cf  the  republic.  We  recognize  in  the  go- 
vernment of  the  Uni^  States  the  representative  head  of  that 
Union  ;  we  acknowledge  it  to  be  the  guardian  of  the  ooastitution, 
autiiorized  and  bound  to  enforce  its  laws ;  and  altho^Bfh  we  have 
felt  the  heavy  hand  of  its  kgustioe,  we  wjli  neither  resist  nor  revile 
that  parental  authority,  but  rather,  like  the  sons  of  old  with  avert- 
ed feces,  conceal  with  a  ffiMmt  a  pitenf  s-  nakedness. 
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The  period  has  arrived  when  Michigan  can  no  longer,  without 
detriment  to  her  standing  and  importance  as  a  state,  delay  the 
action  necessary  for  the  developement  of  her  vast  resources  of 
wealth.  Nature  has  bestowed  upon  us  the  highest  advantages^ 
of  climate,  a  fertile  siil,  and  peculiar  facilities  for  ccHumerce ; 
and  with  a  prudent  and  wise  forecast  to  be  exercised  by  the  le- 
gislature and  the  people,  we  cannot  fail  soon  to  reach  that  high 
destiny  which  awaits  us.  I  proceed,  therefore,  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  general  affaii's  of  the  state,  and  shall  call  your  attention 
to  such  subjects  as  seem  to  demand  immediate  legislative  action. 

The  annual  reports  of  the  Auditor  General  and  Treasurer  will 
be  transmitted  to  you.  Our  revenue  system  is  as  yet  imperfect^ 
and  I  would  most  respectfully  suggest  a  careful  review  and  di- 
gest of  the  laws  providing  for  the  collecting  of  state,  county  and 
township  taxes.  Some  mode  should  be  provided  by  which  the 
assessments  of  taxes  could  be  made  more  equal  in  the  different 
counties  and  townships.  Under  the  present  system  of  taxation^ 
the  disparity  in  many  cases  has  become  so  great,  as  almost  to  de- 
stroy every  thing  like  an  equality  in  the  apportionment  of  this 
part  of  the  public  burdens.  The  unexpended  balance  in  the  state 
treasury  on  the  first  day  of  the  present  year,  as  exhibited  by  the 
treasurer's  report,  was  827,130,68-100.  The  current  expendi- 
tures  for  the  ordinary  purposes  of  the  government,  for  the  year 
1836,  were  850,301  26-100.  As  yet  no  state  tax  has  been  col- 
lected and  paid  into  the  treasury.  The  act  of  March  the  12th, 
1836,  levying  a  tax  for  state  purposes,  has  not  been  as  fuHy  car- 
ried into  efieot  by  the  su{)rrvidors  of  the  several  counties,  as 
might  have  been  expected.  Every  efibrt  has  however  been  made 
to  remedy  the  neglect,  and  to  secure  a  prompt  fulfilment  of  the 
provisions  of  the  law  by  the  first  of  March  next.  The  revenue 
dejived  from  this  source  will,  it  is  thought,  be  ample  fc«*  all  the 
current  demands  of  the  state  during  the  present  year.  Economy 
in  the  expenditures  of  the  government  must,  however,  be  substi- 
tuted for  taxation,  and  this  can  in  no  wise  be  so  efFectually  ac- 
complished as  by  a  prompt  discharge  of  their  duties  by  theojffi- 
cers  of  the  people. 

Short  sessions  of  the  legislature,  so  far  as  is  consistent  with  a 
due  attention  to  the  public  interests,  should  be  observed,  and  an 
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avoidance  of  all  extravagant  and  unnecessary  expenditures  is  ab- 
solutely demanded  by  our  constituents. 

In  the  event  that  Michigan  should  receive  on  deposite  that  por- 
tion of  the  surplus  revenue  of  the  government  of  the  United 
States,  which  is  so  justly  due  her  under  the  act  of  congress,  it 
will  become  your  duty  to  provide  by  law  for  its  safe  and  prudent 
disposition.  By  the  provisions  of  the  law,  that  portion  of  this 
revenue  which  will  probably  be  assigned  to  Michigan,  becomes  a 
deposite  with  the  state,  liable  to  recall  in  whole  or  in  part  when- 
ever the  wants  of  the  general  government  may  demand  it  The 
faith  of  the  state  is  pledged  for  its  return,  and  it  does  not  become 
us  under  these  circumstances  to  calculate  upon  the  chances  of 
this  demand  never  being  made. 

It  is  our  duty  to  be  prepared  to  perform  our  part  of  the  agree- 
ment in  good  faith,  and  for  this  purpose  two  modes  are  suggested, 
by  which  the  state  may  at  any  time  command  the  funds  necessa- 
ry to  enable  her  to  meet  the  requisition  of  tlie  general  govern- 
ment when  required. 

Firsty  I  would  suggest  for  consideration  the  propriety  of  au- 
thorizing the  executive  by  the  passage  of  a  law  for  that  purpose^ 
to  issue  a  state  stock,  upon  which  the  necessary  funds  to  meet 
a  call  by  the  authorities  of  the  United  States  for  any  portion  of 
this  surplus,  may  be  readily  realized.  The  call  when  made,  by 
a  provision  of  the  act  of  congress,  must  be  preceded  by  due  no- 
tice, which  would  enable  the  state  to  meet  the  emergency  by  a 
sale  of  her  stock.  The  second  mode  suggested,  and  the  one 
which  I  deem  preferable,  is,  that  the  whole  amount  of  revenue 
received  from  the  United  Sates  be  loaned  on  good  security  to 
such  banks  or  other  institutions  as  the  legislature  may  designate, 
subject  to  recall  by  the  state  in  whole  or  in  part  at  such  peri  )ds 
as  would  meet  the  demands  of  the  general  government  The  in- 
terest accruing  to  the  state  on  these  deposites,  might  be  appro- 
priated to  the  current  expanses  of  the  government,  may  be  applied 
to  such  other  purpos3s  as  the  legislature  may  direct,  or  it  may  be 
constituted  a  sinkmg  fund  for  the  redemption  and  payment  of  in- 
terest on  Fuch  loans  as  the  state  may  hereafter  contract  for  niter' 
nal  improvements  or  other  purposes. 
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In  compliance  with  a  joint  resolution  of  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives,  I  have  submitted  to  each  railroad  company  with- 
in the  state,  the  proposition  of  transferring  to  the  state  their  re- 
spective chartei:s.  As  yet  the  Detroit  and  St.  Joseph  and  the  St 
Clair  and  Romeo  railroad  companies,  have  alone  responded  to  the 
proposal  of  this  resolution.  The  president  of  the  first  named 
company  has  communicated  to  me  their  decisis  n,  informing  me 
that  the  company  will  readily  surrender  to  the  state  their  stock, 
upon  the  repayment  of  the  sums  advanced,  under  such  an  ai'- 
rangement  as  will  secure  the  completion  of  the  work  within  a 
reasonable  period. 

This  proposition  is  a  liberal  one,  and  the  importance  of  the  con- 
templated improvement  is  such  as  should  induce  its  prompt  accept- 
ance by  the  state.  The  latter  ^company  will  surrender  their 
charter  on  condition  that  the  state  will  pay  to  them  the  sums  which 
shall  have  been  expended  at  the  time  the  transfer  shall  be  required, 
and  that  the  state  engage  to  complete  the  road  within  six  years 
from  the  first  of  January  next,  to  some  point  on  Lake  Michigan 
or  Grand  river.  If,  however,  the  legislature  should  determine  not 
to  receive  the  exclusive  charge  of  public  works  of  the  above  cha- 
racter, I  would  again  suggest  that  the  state  take  such  an  amount 
of  stock  in  the  chief  routes  which  have  or  may  be  ordered,  as  will 
secure  to  the  people  a  controlling  influence  over  them.  The  im- 
portance of  this  suggestion,  if  not  admitted  now,  will  be  acknow- 
ledged hereafter,  when  all  the  great  avenues  of  the  state  are  found 
in  the  hands  of  private  companies. 

In  my  last  annual  communication  to  the  legislature,  I  endear 
vored  to  urge  upon  their  consideration  the  importance  of  matur- 
ing without  delay,  a  permanent  and  judicious  system  for  the> 
direction  of  our  internal  improvements.  The  constitution  enjoins 
this  duty  upon  you,  and  I  earnestly  commend  it  to  your  most  se- 
rious attention.  The  first  measure  to  be  adopted  in  carrying 
into  successful  effect  this  branch  of  our  state  policy,  is  the  imme- 
diate organization  of  a  board  of  internal  improvement.  Under 
the  direction  of  this  board,  the  surveys  essential  in  legislating 
safely  with  reference  to  contemplated  works  of  improvement 
'  should  be  made  during  the  present  year,  so  that  at  the  next  ses- 
«^/>n  nf  the  le^slature,  measures  may  be  adopted  for  the  imme- 
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diate  commencement  of  such  canals,  rai'roads  or  other  public 
works  as  may  then  be  sanctioned  a:nd  designated.  Competent 
engineers  should  be  employed  under  the  direction  of  the  state 
board,  and  without  the  evidence  of  their  estimates  and  investiga- 
tion, no  important  work  of  improvement  should  ever  be  ordered 
by  the  legislature.  If  this  plan  is  not  adopted,  the  state  will  be 
constantly  liable  to  the  heavy  charge  of  extravagant,  unprofitable 
and  useless  expenditures.  The  state  is  amply  competent  to  the 
construction  of  her  own  internal  improvements,  and  by  a  wise 
and  economical  expenditure  of  the  means  which  may  be  placed 
in  your  hands,  you  may  in  a  great  measure  supersede  the  neccs« 
sity  of  placing  all  those  resources  of  wealth  in  the  hands  of  pri* 
vate  companies.  Whilst  every  section  of  the  state  is  equally 
entitled  to  your  liberal  and  encouraging  legislation,  I  may  be 
permitted  to  suggest  several  purveys,  which  may  be  ordered 
during  your  present  session.  The  practicability  of  uniting  the 
waters  of  Lake  Michigan  with  those  of  the  eastern  part  of  the 
state  has  been  long  conceded.  It  is  impossible,  however,  with- 
out previous  surveys,  to  determine  which  is  the  most  practicable 
of  the  many  routes  which  have  been  suggested.  In  casting  a 
glance  over  the  map  of  the  state,  different  communications  will 
readily  occur  to  you  as  seemingly  practicable.  The  head  waters 
of  the  Grand  river  flowing  into  Lake  Michigan,  it  is  believed, 
might  be  connected  with  the  waters  flowing  into  Lake  Huron 
or  the  Black  river  of  St.  Clair ;  and  I  am  credibly  informed  that 
a  canal  fourteen  miles  in  length  would  unite  the  head  waters  ot 
the  LooTiing  Glass  river  with  the  head  waters  or  tributaries  of 
the  Shiawassee :  Again,  it  may  be  found  upon  survey  that  Ais 
communication  may  be  continued  by  canal  to  the  Detroit  river, 
or  down  the  Shiavvassee,  to  the  mouth  of  the  Saginaw ;  the  Hu- 
ron it  is  thought  may  be  connected  with  the  Red  Cedar ;  and 
the  Raisin  with  the  head  waters  of  the  St.  Joseph's  or  Kalama- 
zoo. These  surveys  can  be  made,  and  then  the  legislature  may 
select  for  construction  one  route  or  more,  if  found  practicable,  or 
if  justified  by  the  means  of  the  stare.  In  the  event,  however, 
that  suflicient  water  for  canal  purposes  cannot  be  obtained  at  the 
summit  level  betv^'een  Lake  Michigan  and  Lake  Erie,  the  state 
will  be  compelled  to  direct  all  her  energies  and  resources  to  the 
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construction  of  rail  and  Macadamized  roads,  or  roads  laid  with 
wood,  and  to  the  iraprovement  of  the  navigation  of  her  inland 
streams. 

In  relation  to  the  immense  annexation  of  country  which  has 
been  made  to  the  state,  north  and  west  of  Lake  Michigan,  it  be- 
comes necessary  that  we  should  adopt  some  measure  by  which 
the  acquisition  may  be  rendered  valuable.  The  value  of  the 
fisheries  and  other  objects  of  trade  and  commerce  on  I-iake  Su- 
perior, will,  I  am  confident,  yet  exceed  the  expectations  of  the 
most  sanguine  of  our  citizens  ;  and  it  only  needs  a  communica- 
tion for  our  shipping  around  the  falls  of  the  St.  Mary's  river,  to 
enable  us  to  realize  those  expectations.  This  work  should,  how- 
ever, be  considered  essentially  national,  and  I  would  therefore 
suggest,  that  you  memorialize  congress  for  an  appropriation  for 
the  construction  of  a  ship  canal  from  the  outlet  of  the  lake  to  a 
point  on  the  rver  below  the  falls.  The  distance  between  the 
two  points  will  not  it  is  thought,  exceed  one  mile  ;  and  the  ex- 
penditure of  one  himdred  thousand  dollars  in  the  construction  of 
thii  canal,  would  be  so  trifling  a  matter  when  compared  with 
advantages  growing  out  of  it,  that  we  should  not  lose  sight  of 
the  importance  of  making  it  a  state  improvement,  in  the  event 
that  the  government  of  the  United  States  should  refuse  the  neces- 
sary appropriation  for  its  completion. 

Numerous  applications  for  charters  will  be  made  to  you  at 
your  present  session,  for  the  construction  of  railroads  in  different 
sections  of  the  state.  I  feel  it  my  duty  as  the  executive  officer 
of  the  government  to  give  my  sanction  to  a.H  applications  of  this 
character,  however  much  I  may  doubt  the  expediency  of  too 
great  an  extension  of  chartered  privileges,  whenever  I  am  satis- 
fied that  the  public  and  not  private  interests,  are  the  objects  of 
the  application.  In  assuming  this  rule  of  conduct,  I  shall  not 
fail  at  the  same  time  to  keep  before  me  the  fact  that  railroads 
are  only  of  advantage  to  the  great  body  of  the  people,  where 
they  tend  to  increase  the  value  of  the  products  of  agriculture  and 
Ae  demand  for  labor.  These  results  are  only  to  be  expected 
from  such  railroads  as  open  a  market  for  produce,  by  supplying 
better  and  cheaper  facilities  of  transportation  to  such  parts  of  the 
iBtate  as  were  in  a  measure  before  deprived  of  them.    I  am  led 
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to  these  suggestions  from  the  circumstance  that  all  applications 
for  railroad  charters  are  apt  to  be  too  readily  granted,  whether 
running  from  one  section  of  the  state  to  another,  from  village  to 
village,  or  from  neighborhood  to  neighborhood.  The  result  of 
this  course  of  legislation,  if  persevered  in,  must  be  that  the  com- 
mon roads  of  the  country  will  become  negleQted  and  forgotten^ 
will  be  rendered  unfit  for  the  ordinary  purposes  of  travel,  and 
the  farmer  must  ultimately  be  dependant  on  private  companies 
for  the  transportation  of  his  produce,  upon  such  terms  and  at 
such  prices  as  individual  interests  may  dictate. 

So  manifestly  important  and  essential  to  the  permanent  inte- 
rest and  prosperity  of  the  state,  is  the  immediate  perfection  o£  a 
system  of  internal  improvements,  that  I  deem  it  Unnecessary  to 
urge  the  subject  more  fully  upon  your  attention.  In  the  first 
commencement  of  our  public  works,  we  must  necessarily  rely 
upon  foreign  loans  for  the  immediate  means  of  carrying  them 
into  effect  I  would  therefore  recommend  the  adoption  at  your 
present  session  of  such  measures  as  may  be  required  in  the  ne- 
gociation  of  such  a  loan  as  is  demanded  by  the  objects  which  we 
have  in  view.  A  loan  of  five  millions  of  dollars,  to  be  drawn*  ag 
wanted,  it  is  thought  would  be  sufficient  to  accomplish  all  the 
important  public  improvements  demanded  by  the  state  for  the 
present;  and  that  economy  may  be  considered  as  misjudged, 
which,  for  the  sake  of  avoiding  an  immediate  advance  of  money, 
would  subject  the  community  to  inconveniences  and  evils  a  hun- 
dred fold  greater  than  the  benefits  to  be  derived  from  procrasti- 
nation. 

The  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  will  report  to  you  a 
system  for  the  government  of  the  University  of  Michigan,  and  for 
the  organization  of  the  primary  schools  of  the  state.  For  the 
details  of  these  systems,  I  refer  you  to  the  report,  which  I  com- 
mend to  your  most  earnest  consideration.  X  cannot,  however, 
dismiss  the  subject  of  education,  without  endeavoring  to  impress 
upon  your  minds  the  tr.th,  that  in  it  is  embraced  the  most  vital 
interests  of  the  country,  and  tha*  no  object  within  the  province  of 
your  legislation  should  ucmand  so  important  a  portion  of  your 
time  and  attention. 
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The  state  fund  for  the  support  of  common  schools,  with  a  pru- 
dent husbandry,  will  equal  our  utmost  wants.  The  University 
of  Michigan  will  also  possess  an  endowment  which  will  enable^ 
the  state  to  place  that  institution  upon  an  elevation  of  character 
and  standing  equal  to  that  of  any  similar  institution  in  the  Union. 
I  would  therefore  recommend  the^  immediate  location  of  the  Uni- 
versity, and  at  the  same  time  the  adoption  of  a  system  for  its 
government,  as  well  as  a  system  for  the  government  of  your  pri- 
mary schools. 

Jn  the  organization  of  your  common  schools,  which  are  the 
foundation  upon  which  your  whole  system  of  education  must 
be  based,  the  first  measure  essential  to  their  success  and  good 
government,  is  the  appointment  of  teachers  of  the  highest  charac- 
ter, both  moral  and  intellectual.  Liberal  salaries  should  be  al- 
lowed the  instructor ;  and  without  tliis  you  may  rest  assured  you 
must  feil  in  your  object ;  as  individuals  in  all  respects  competent 
to  the  charge  of  your  schools,  will  be  excluded  from  them  by  the 
parsimoniousness  of  their  compensation.  Let  me  also  suggest 
that  you  adopt  a  permanent  and  uniform  standard  of  works  to  be 
used  in  the  schools;  and  that  in  the  studies  selected,  they  may  to 
as  great  an  extent  as  practicable  embrace  the  useful  and  practi- 
cal information  of  life.  Let  your  youth  be  taught  the  first  prin- 
ciples in  morals,  of  science  and  of  government,  commencing  their 
study  in  the  primary  schools,  elevating  its  grades  as  you  ap- 
proach the  district  seminary,  and  continue  its  progress  until  you 
reach  the  highest  seat  in  your  Univei  sity.  By  this  system  your 
children  will  acquire  practicrl  knowledge  for  after  life,  and  have 
instilled  in  their  minds  at  an  early  day  their  duties  as  citizens,  and 
aboye  all,  their  obligations  to  the  Searching  Power  of  another 
-world. 

In  contemplating  the  past  and  dwelling  upon  the  future,  we 
are  forcibly  reminded  that  if  our  government  is  to  outlive  the 
term  heretofore  allotted  to  republics,  it  is  to  be  accomplished  by 
the  diiTusion  of  knowledge  amongst  the  people ;  and  that  we 
must  depend  upon  the  power  of  a  liberal  and  enlightened  public 
''as  the  palladium  of  a  free  government,  the  aegis  of  our  federal 
existence."  Let  us  not  suppose  that  we  are  beyond  the  calami- 
ties "which  have  befeUen  other  nations.    Man  is  (he  same  now  as 
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he  ever  has  been,  subject  to  like  passions  and  governed  by  the 
same  impulses. 

Republican  Greece  and  Rome,  as  they  increased  in  opulence 
and  luxury,  resigned  themselves  to  those  vices  which  they  de- 
spised under  the  simplicity  of  their  early  institutions.  Can  we 
feel  exempt  from  the  effects  of  like  influence  ?  Have  we  not 
departed  from  the  simplicity  and  purity  of  the  early  days  of  the 
republic  ?  Are  we  not  found,  as  the  last  of  the  fathers  of  the 
revolution  are  descending  to  their,  tombs,  calculating  the  chances 
of  our  Union ;  and  are  we  not  endangered  by  the  servile  imita- 
tion of  the  customs  of  the  old  world  ?  To  arrest  this  devastation 
of  republican  feelings  and  principles,  guard  the  education  of  the 
rising  generation.  Teach  them  in  their  earliest  lessons  of  life, 
the  great  principles  upon  which  their  government  was  founded, 
and  keep  before  their  minds  those  scenes  of  our  c«*untry,  which 
are  richest  in  harvest  of  American  glory,  and  which  have  chiefly 
contributed  to  immortalize  the  American  name. 

His  honor  the  Chief  Justice  will  report  for  adoption  at  your 
present  session,  a  revised  code  of  laws,  prepared  agreeably  to 
the  instructions  of  your  predecessors.  I  refer  you,  however,  to 
his  communication,  which  will  be  transmitted  to  you,  for  the  rea- 
sons urged  by  him  in  support  of  an  extension  of  the  time  origi- 
nally allowed  for  the  preparation  of  the  report.  In  a  work  of 
so  great  magnitude  as  the  digest  of  a  code  of  laws  for  the  go- 
vernment of  a  sUite,  it  is  impossible  for  a  single  individual  to 
complete  the  undertaking  with  that  degree  of  perfiaction  that 
would  be  satisfactory  to  himself  or  best  promote  the  interests  of  the 
public.  The  shortest  period  ordinarily  allowed  for  the  comple- 
tion of  similar  revisions,  has  been  from  two  to  four  years,  I 
would  therefore  recommend  an  extension  of  time  in  the  present 
instance.  The  Chief  Justice  is,  however,  prepared  with  such  a 
digest,  as  the  necessary  attention  to  his  other  duties,  and  his 
limited  time  for  its  preparation  would  allow,  and  asks  your  early 
decision  on  the  subject. 

Should  you,  however,  proceed  to  tlie  adoption  of  a  code  of 
laws  at  your  present  session,  I  may  be  permitted  to  suggest  the 
importance  of  simplifying  your  judicial  proceedings  as  far  as  may 
be  practicable,  and  of  clearly  dcflning  by  statute  all  crii 
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ofiences  and  their  penalties.  Every  member  of  society,  however 
humble,  should  comprehend  what  duties  he  is  enjoined  by  the 
law  to  discharge,  every  act  that  he  is  prohibited  from  commit- 
ting, the  penalty  for  a  violation  of  its  injunctions,  and  the  pro- 
ceedings and  forms  by  which  he  is  to  be  adjudged. 

That  portioaof  your  jurisprudence,  which  provides  for  the  adju- 
dication of  private  wrongs,  is  not  perhaps  so  easily  regulated.  It 
may  be  considered  impossible  to  embrace  within  the  narrow  pre- 
cincts of  your  code  all  civil  cases  and  their  remedies;  but  approach 
it  as  nearly  as  possible.  And  in  tlie  progress  of  your  labors  on  the 
subject,  you  should  adopt  the  rule  laid  down  by  a  distinguished 
and  learned  jurist,  and  sanction  no  theory,  by  whatever  specious 
argument  supported,  until  convinced  of  its  practical  utility;  admit 
nothing  upon  the  mere  authority  of  a  high  name  ;  make  no  un- 
necessary innovation,  but  boldly  propose  every  change  that  may 
be  necessary  or  useful. 

Connected  with  the  revision  of  the  laws,  no  subject  merits 
more  seriously  the  attention  of  the  legislator  and  philanthropist, 
than  that  of  imprisonment  for  debt.  The  system  is  a  time  hon- 
ored relic  of  barbarism,  and  has  only  been  |)ermitted  to  reniain 
upon  your  statute  book  through  the  claims  of  its  antiquity.  The 
right  of  personal  liberty  makes  so  permanent  a  feature  in  the  first 
principles  of  a  free  government,  that  its  security  should  never  be 
endangered,  except  on  considerations  of  the  highest  magnitude. 
The  fraudulent  debtor,  who  is  morally  a  criminal,  should  be  made 
to  feel  the  penalty  of  offended  justice ;  but  under  your  present 
system,  the  victim  of  misfortune  is  classed  with  the  crfminal  and 
subject  to  the  same  indiscriminate  punishment. 

The  test  of  experience  has  long  since  shown  that  imprisonment 
for  debt  as  at  present  established  in  most  of  the  states,  has  failed 
in  its  object  The  fraudulent  debtor  escapes  unpunished,  while 
the  poor  but  honest  man  alone  feels  the  oppression  of  the  system. 
Offer  the  creditor  if  necessary  the  most  peremptory  process 
against  property,  which  is  the  legitimate  object  of  the  law ;  pro- 
vide for  the  punishment  of  fraud ;  but  protect  inviolate  the  liberty 
of  the  unoffending  citizen.  If  imprisonment  for  debt  is  abolished, 
you  will  soon  find  substituted  in  its  stead  wholesome  and  effectual 
coBecfion  laws ;  mutual  confidence  will  become  the  guarantee  of 
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trade,  and  our  country  will  be  relieved  from  one  of  the  darkest 
stains  upon  its  character. 

The  age  in  which  we  live  is  said  to  be  the  harbinger  of  im- 
provement in  our  moral  and  social  relations.  We  are  engaged 
in  efforts  for  bettering  the  condition  of  man  in  other  climes  ;  we 
are  wailing  over  the  lost  liberties  of  a  race  exclusively  within  the 
control  of  others,  and  yet  forget  that  at  our  own  threshold  rests 
the  ready  instrument  of  injustice  and  (jppression. 

It  may  be  said  that  the  moral  sense  of  the  public  will  protect 
the  unfortunate  debtor  from  oppression.  Will  you  accept  this 
guarantee  and  cease  all  efforts  of  philanthropy,  which  the  pre- 
sent day  is  making  ?  Trust  not  frail  mortality  with  discretiona- 
ry power  over  the  liberties  of  his  fellow  man,  for  the  lessons  of 
life  teach  us  that  the  moral  sense  of  the  community  is  sometimes 
a  false  security  for  misfortune.  Your  system  of  imprisonment 
for  debt  may  be  considered  to  be  at  war  with  the  spirit  of  a  free 
government ;  and  I  would  therefore  recommend  its  total  aboli- 
tion. Blot  it  from  your  code  of  laws,  and  enable  Michigan  to 
commence  her  career  as  a  state  of  the  confederacy,  the  advocate 
and  supporter  of  a  liberal  and  enlightened  legislation. 

I  find  by  reference  to  the  notices  of  applications  to  be  made  to 
you  for  legislation  at  your  present  session,  that  you  will  be  called 
upon  to  legislate  extensively  upon  applications  for  bank  charters. 
This  subject  involves  the  currency  of  the  country,  and  cannot  be 
regarded  with  too  much  interest  and  care.  The  question  involv- 
ed in  all  legislation  upon  this  subject  is  one  of  simple  exj  ediency, 
and  the  responsibilities  involved,  in  a  great  measure  rest  upon  the 
legislature.  The  executive  officer,  strictly  construing  his  veto 
power,  should  confine  its  exercise  to  constitutional  questions, 
unless  it  be  in  flagrant  cases  where  facts  come  before  him  which 
have  been  withheld  from  the  knowledge  of  the  legislature. 
Questions  of  expediency  as  a  general  rule  should  be  ieft  to  the 
immediate  representatives  of  the  people.  The  countr}%  \i  is  true^ 
is  laboring  at  present  under  an  unprecedented  pressure  in  the' 
money  market  But  it  is  a  mistaken  idea  that  extensive  issues 
of  bank  paper  will  remove  this  evil.  Banks  are  rather  the  effect 
than  the  cause  of  the  prosperity  of  a  state.  They  may  afford 
facilities  in  trade,  but  they  are  not  the  foundation  of  the  public 
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wealth.  The  wealth  of  the  state  has  a  deeper  source ;  it  springs 
from  the  agricultural  industry  of  the  country  ;  it  emanates  from 
the  labor  of  the  people.  The  cause  of  the  existing  pressure  does 
not  arise  so  much  from  the  want  of  banking  capital  in  the  coun- 
try, as  from  an  unnatural  state  of  trade,  produced  by  the  wild 
and  reckless  spirit  of  speculation  which  has  overrun  the  land,  and 
has  withdrawn  capital  fiom  its  usual  channel.  This  capital 
must  return  to  the  channels  where  it  properly  belongs,  before 
entire  relief  to  the  community  can  be  experienced  ;  and  as  it  is 
generally  invested  in  real  estate,  this  return  will  be  found  to  be 
gradual  in  its  operations.  A  wise  and  prudent  economy,  accom- 
panied by  a  cessation  from  extravagant  speculations,  can  alone 
restore  a  proper  tone  of  trade,  and  relieve  the  embarrassments  of 
the  country.  Without  this,  a  multiplication  of  banks  and  bank 
paper  will  but  increase  the  evil. 

In  relation  to  the  applications  which  you  may  deem  proper  to 
grant,  I  would  respectfully  suggest  the  utmost  caution  in  fram- 
ing your  charters,  so  that  the  public  may  be  protected  from  the 
lossts  inevitably  to  be  occasioned  by  a  depreciated  circulating 
medium.  We  have  before  us  a  striking  instance  of  the  conse- 
quences of  incautious  legislation  on  this  subject.  We  see  a  rail- 
road company,  chartered  for  a  special  purpose,  issuing  evidences 
of  debt  in  the  shape  of  bank  paper,  contrary  to  the  evident  intent 
of  the  legislature,  but  by  virtue  of  a  charter  negligently  guarded. 
The  effects  of  this  legislation  are,  that  the  country  may  be  flood- 
ed with  a  paper  which  carries  with  it  no  assurances  of  redemp- 
tion at  the  will  of  the  holder,  and  the  tendency  of  which  is  to 
depreciate  abroad  the  whole  circulating  medium  dF  the  state.  I 
allude  to  the  notes  of  the  River  Raisin  and  Lake  Erie  railroad 
company,  and  without  any  disposition  to  reflect  on  the  high  cha- 
racter and  standing  of  its  present  directors,  I  leave  it  to  the  le- 
gislature, if  they  possess  such  a  power,  to  take  the  subject  in 
hand  and  provide  a  remedy  for  the  evil.  My  objections  are  not 
to  men ;  they  are  directed  against  the  powers  and  privileges  as- 
sumed,'and  at  present  exercised  by  the  company. 

Whilst  legislating  on  this  subject,  we  must  recollect  that  bank 
notes  are  not  money,  but  merely  its  representative.  Gold  and 
silver  are  the  basis  of  our  currency,  and  when  your  bank  notes 
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are  not  convertible  into  this  medium  at  the  Avill  of  the  hdder, 
they  must  depreciate  in  value.  Without  the  ability  of  the  banks 
to  redeem  their  notes  at  the  pleasure  of  the  holder,  and  the 
power  with  the  state  to  compel  it,  or  to  stop  their  circulalion, 
your  circulating  medium  must  be  inevitably  a  bad  one.  No 
confidence  in  the  ultimate  solvency  of  the  institution,  will  pre- 
vent the  depreciation  of  its  paper,  where  this  ability  with  the 
bank  power  on  the  part  of  the  state  do  not  exist  It  is  not  abne 
sufficient  that  the  confidence  in  your  banks  should  exist  at  home, 
it  must  exist  abroad,  and  their  paper  must  answer  the  purposes 
of  exchanges  with  other  states.  Your  merchant,  in  his  com- 
mercial relations  with  New  York,  or  elsewhere,  must  be  ena- 
bled to  use  the  paper  of  your  state  banks,  or  be  able,  if  necessa- 
ry, to  convert  it  readily  into  the  circulating  medium  of  the  state' 
to  which  it  is  sent.  Every  guard  should  therefore  be  thrown 
around  your  bank  charters,  which  may  have  a  tendency  to  satis- 
fy the  public  mind  of  the  solvency  of  the  institutions  and  of  their 
ability  to  redeem  their  paper  at  the  will  of  the  hcJdcr. 

Gold  and  silver  being  the  basis  of  your  currency,  it  is  imp(»t- 
ant  to  keep  witliin  the  state,  as  far  as  may  be  practicable,  an  ex- 
tensive metallic  circulating  medium.  It  is  impossible,  and  per* 
haps  not  to  be  desired,  that  a  metallic  circulating  medium  should 
be  altogether  substituted  for  bank  paper.  The  measure,  how- 
ever, should  be  at  least  partially  carried  into  effect,  so  as  to  pre- 
vent a  constant  fluctuation  in  the  value  of  bank  notes,  which  are 
the  representative  of  metallic  currency,  and  which  will  rise  and 
fall  in  value  in  proportion  to  the  scarcity  or  abundance  of  the 
precious  metals.  With  this  consideration  in  view,  I  submit  to 
you  the  policy  of  prohibiting  the  circulation  of  bank  notes  of  a 
less  denomination  than  five  dollars.  The  tendency  of  such  a 
measure  would  be  to  withdraw  from  the  circulating  medium  of 
the  country  the  small  notes  with  which  it  is  now  cloyed,  and 
substitute  in  their  stead  a  substantial  metallic  currency  possess- 
ing an  intrinsic  value. 

The  recent  pecuniary  embarrassments  of  the  country  have 
produced  strong  reasons  to  doubt  the  wisdom  and  policy  of  our 
existing  usury  laws.  The  interference  of  the  government  between 
citizen  and  citizen,  dictating  ^the  rate  of  interest  at  which  one 
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shall  lend  and  the  other  borrow  money,  can  but  be  regarded  as 
an  unnecessary  and  needless  restraint  upon  the  freedom  of  trade. 
The  rates  of  the  money  market  like  all  others,  should  be  left  to  the 
regulation  of  the  existing  demand*  As  well  might  the  govern- 
ment regulate  and  restrain  the  prices  upon  the  produce  of  agricul- 
ture, or  the  labor  of  the  mechanic,  as  the  rate  of  interest  upon  the 
loans  of  the-  capitalist  Remove  all  needless  restraints  upon  the 
freedom  of  trade,  and  the  value  of  money,  like  the  value  of  every 
other  article  connected  with  the  commercial  relations  of  the 
country,  will  sink  to  the  level  created  by  the  demand  or  supplies 
of  the  market 

But  what  are  the  practical  efiects  of  your  usury  laws  1  You 
have  but  to  look  upon  the  passing  events  of  the  day  to  satisfy 
your  minds  that  they  are  constantly  and  readily  violated  and 
avoided.  The  only  consequence  of  their  existence  is  that  they 
increase  the  demand  for  money  and  consequently  the  rate  of  iii- 
terest,  by  the  exclusion  of  foreign  capital  from  the  state ;  for  no  in» 
dividual  will  send  his  capital  where  the  rate  of  legal  interest  is 
limited,  when  he  may  invest  it  in  loans  to  greater  advantage  else- 
where. Through  such  restraints,  instead  of  protecting  the  citizen^ 
you  place  him  at  the  mercy  of  the  usurer,  by  destroying  the  com- 
petition which  would  be  created  in  the  money  market  by  the  in- 
troduction of  foreign  capital  No  political  axiom  is  more  sound, 
than  that  competition  is  the  best  and  only  true  regulator  of  trade. 
I  think  then  a  limited  investigation  of  the  subject  will  satisfy  you 
that  the  existing  laws  regulating  the  rate  of  interest  upon  individual 
contracts,  are  not  only  unnecessary  but  injurious  to  the  public 
prosperity. 

It  again  becomes  my  duty  to  call  the  attention  of  the. legisla- 
ture to  the  absolute  importance  of  erecting  without  delay  a  peni- 
tentiary adequate  to  the  necessities  of  society.  This  institution 
should  be  at  once  located  ;  funds  should  be  provided  for  the  con- 
struction of  the  necessary  buildings,  and  a  superintendent  should 
be  appointed  to  take  charge  of  the  work.  The  system  for  its 
government  should  be  carefully  matured.  The  legitimate  inten- 
tion of  the  law  in  the  restraint  of  personal  liberty,  is  the  reforma- 
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tion  of  the  ofl^der,  and  the  salutary  warning  which  his  fate  may 
afTord  to  others. 

To  meet  this  object  of  the  law  is  the  great  utiKty  of  a  peni- 
tentiary system,  under  judicious  and  salutary  regulations.  Pun. 
ishment  should  never  be  more  severe  than  is  necessary  for  the 
correction  of  the  offences  to  which  they  are  applied,  and  it  is 
therefore  important  that  different  modes  of  treatment  should  be 
adopted  for  difierent  grades  of  offences.  The  minor  ofiender 
should  be  separate  from  those  of  a  higher  degree  of  guilt,  for  an 
indiscriminate  intercourse  between  the  prisoners,  will  not  fail  to 
reduce  the  whole  in  moral  principle  to  the  same  standard  with 
the  most  abandoned.  Solitary  confinement  must  be  adopted  with 
all  who  are  convicted  of  offences  of  a  grave  and  heinous  charac- 
ter ;  every  effort  should  be  exerted  to  elevate  the  morals  and 
principles  of  the  convict;  the  ignorant  amongst  the  younger 
class  should  be  taught  the  rudiments  of  a  common  education, 
and  all  classes  should  be  required  to  adopt  some  useful  trade. 
By  these  means  the  philanthropic  intentions  of  the  law  may  pos- 
sibly be  carried  into  effect,  and  crime  be  in  a  measure  disarmed 
of  its  numerous  allies  in  the  unreformed  offenders,  who  are  annu«' 
ally  discharged  from  our  state  prisons. 

Complaints  are  frequently  made  of  the  difficulties  attending  the 
execution  of  criminal  process,  from  the  indisposition  of  ministeri- 
al oflicers  to  discharge  those  duties  with  the  uncertain  and  limited 
compensation  which  is  now  provided  by  law.  The  duties  of  those 
officers  in  criminal  cases,  are  of  the  most  arduous  character ; 
and  I  would  respectfully  suggest  such  an  amendment  of  the  law, 
as  will  secure  them  a  fair  and  adequate  compensation  for  the 
services  rendered. 

Among  the  many  objects  entitled  to  your  consideration,  I  sub- 
mit the  importance  of  ordering  at  as  early  a  day  as  practicable 
a  geological  survey  of  the  state.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that 
Michigan  abounds  in  minerals  of  the  richest  quality,  and  it  can 
only  be  through  the  means  of  geology,  that  this  source  of  our 
wealth  can  be  fully  developed.  As  yet  the  situations  in  which 
are  to  be  found  our  metallic  ores,  beds  of  coal,  gypsum,  granite, 
limestone  and  other  valuable  minerals,  are  in  a  great  mea- 
sure concealed.    A  geological  survey  will  bring  them  to  light 
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It  will  aliso  afford  the  agriculturists  a  knowledge  of  their  soils' 
and  assist  them  in  correcting  those  which  possess  an  undue  pro- 
portion of  mineral  elements  unfavorable  to  agriculture ;  it  will 
enable  us  to  supply  our  own  market  with  important  articles  of 
commerce  and  trade,  and  will  in  the  end  furnish  us  resources 
which  must  constitute  an  important  part  of  the  permanent  wealth 
of  the  state.  The  unexpected  and  valuable  results  which  have 
been  obtained  by  other  states  from  their  recent  geolc^cal  sur- 
veys, when  considered,  will,  I  feel  confident,  secure  to  the  suTbject 
that  attention  which  its  importance  demands. 

The  third  section  of  the  fourth  article  of  the  constitution,  makes 
it  the  duty  of  the  legislature  to  provide  for  an  enumeration  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  state  during  the  present  year ;  and  it  further 
provides  that  after  such  enumerallon,  the  legislature  shall  appor- 
tion anew  the  representatives  and  senators  among  the  several  ^ 
oounties  and  districts,  according  to  the  number  of  their  white 
population.  The  necessary  measures  fo^  this  enumemtion  should 
be  provided  at  your  present  session,  so  as  to  enable  the  proper 
officers  to  make  their  returns  at  an  early  day  previous  to  an  ad- 
journed session,  which  must  be  held  for  the  purpose  of  making  the 
apportionment  of  representation,  according  to  the  provisions  of 
the  constitution. 

The  experience  of  each  additional  day  urges  the  importance 
of  a  removal  of  the  northwestern  Indians  to  some  quarter,  where 
they  will  be  no  longer  molested  by  the  encroachments  of  the  whites. 
The  policy  of  the  federal  government  has  heretofore  been  to  lo- 
cate them  in  a  district  of  country  south  of  the  Missouri,  set  apart 
for  their  uses,  and  secured  to  them  upon  the  faith  of  the  nation. 
The  utmost  exertions  of  the  Indian  department  have  not  however 
been  able  to  induce  the  tribes  of  our  own  immediate  region  to 
consent  to  an  acceptance  of  this  location.  This  unwillingness  on 
their  part  to  emigrate  to  a  southern  climate,  seems  to  be  the 
only  obstacle  to  a  negociation,  by  which  Michigan  might  be  re- 
lieved from  their  occupancy  of  a  valuable  portion  of  her  soil,  and 
a  negociation  likewise  which  in  its  results  would  effectually  pro- 
tect the  rights  of  ttie  Indians  themselves,  and  preserve  from  ex- 
tinction the  comparatively  small  remnant  of  a  people,  which  the 
hand  of  degeneraqy  has  yet  spared. 
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It  is  ascertained,  however,  that  the  entire  removal  of  the  tribes 
within  our  own  limits,  and  in  all  probability  those  of  Wisconsin, 
might  be  easily  secured,  were  they  permitted  to  emigrate  to  a 
country  of  a  more  northern  latitude  than  the  one  heretofore  desig- 
nated by  the  government  as  their  future  abode.  With  the  ob- 
ject of  their  emigration  in  view,  the  district  of  country  north  of 
the  Falls  of  St.  Anthony  has  attracted  the  attention  of  the  Indi- 
ans, and  it  is  believed  that  if  the  United  States  would  permit  this 
change  in  their  destination,  no  obstacle  would  remain  to  obtaining 
their  speedy  removal.  That  northern  region  possesses  many  re- 
commendations over  the  south,  to  the  Indian  of  our  latitude 
The  cUmate  is  more  congenial  to  his  habits  and  approaches  in 
character  more  nearly  to  that  which  he  is  compelled  to  abandon. 
It  is  likewise  no  small  consideration  with  him,  that  he  will  be 
placed  as  it  were  in  the  midst  of  kindred  tribes,  when  compared 
with  those  who  occupy  the  southern  country.  With  the  federal 
government  itself,  there  are  also  considerations  connected  with 
this  subje<it  which  should  not  be  overlooked.  The  concentration 
at  one  point  of  the  numerous  Indian  tribes  that  will  undoubtedly 
be  sooner  or  later  removed  from  th^ir  present  locations,  is  plac- 
ing the  frontiers  of  Arkansas  and  Missouri  within  the  very  grasp 
of  a  power  where  hostility  to  the  whites  must  be  constantly 
breaking  forth.  Their  contiguity  to  each  other,  will  enable  them 
at  anv  time  and  with  a  short  notice  to  strike  a  fatal  blow  at  die 
southwest,  before  the  federal  government  can  be  prepared  to  re- 
sist it  With  these  views  of  the  subject,  I  cannot  hesitate  to 
recommend  that  you  memorialize  the  congress  of  the  United 
States  at  their  present  session,  placing  before  them  all  the  con- 
siderations which  should  induce  an  acquiescence  in  the  prejudices 
and  feelings  of  the  northwestern  Indians,  by  setting  apart  a  dis- 
trict of  country  north  of  the  Falls  of  St.  Anthony,  to  which  they 
may  be  readily  removed. 

I  deem  it  my  duty  to  call  your  attention  to  the  necessity  of  a 
more  efficient  organization  of  the  militia  of  the  state.  Our  militia 
system,  as  it  is  now  permitted  to  remain,  is  worse  than  valueless,  and 
indeed  is  but  a  mockery  upon  the  design  of  the  framers  of  the  law. 
Toolittie  importance  is  generally  attached  to  this  branch  of  our  state 
polity.    The  geniud  of  our  institutions  will  not  permit  a  reliance 
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upon  the  permanent  existence  of  a  large  standing  army.  In  the 
^vent  of  war,  our  government  must  look  for  the  armor  of  her  de* 
fence  in  the  ready  action  of  a  brave  and  disciplined  militia.  We 
cannot  expert  to  be  forever  exempt  ftom  the  perils  and  calami- 
ties of  war.  Our  country  has  met  them  heretofore,  and  may  ex^ 
vperience  them  again,  and  the  lessons  of  the  early  campaigns  of  our 
iast  struggle  with  Great  Britain,  teach  us  what  sacrificed  of  blood 
^nd  treasure  the  Want  of  discipline  in  an  army  must  cost  us  when 
brought  into  .the  active  field. 

The  first  essential  feature  in  the  improvement  of  you!r  system 
must  be  Xo  secure  perfect  discipline,  and  complete  drills  amongst 
the  officers.  If  your  officers  understand  their  duties,  they  can 
soon  exert  a  favorable  influence  over  their  men.  You  must  then 
Iby  law  requite  your  commissioned  and  non-commissioned  compa- 
ny officers  to  be  frequently  and  thoroughly  drilled ;  and  for  the 
purpose  of  securing  their  attention  to  this  duty,  pay  them  a  fair 
compensation  for  the  time  thus  withdrawn  from  theit  private  pur- 
suits. With  tlHs  attention  to  llie  character  and  qualifications  of 
•the  officers,  you  cannot  fail  soon  to  possess  a  well  disciplined 
militia ;  without  it,  the  attempt  to  an  organization  might  as  well 
'be  abandoned 

In  conclusion,  fellow-citizens,  petmit  me  to  invoke  union  and 
harmony  fii  your  councils.  Let  me  entreat  you  to  banish  from 
your  deliberations  all  party  spirit  and  sectional  feelings ;  and  to 
exert  your  whole  efforts  for  the  honor  and  welfare  of  your  con- 
•'stituehts.  Sensible  as  I  am  of  the  importance  of  despatch  in  the 
discharge  of  the  multifarious  duties  committed  to  your  chai^, 
and  satisfied  of  the  inconveniences  resulting  from  a  prolonged 
session  of  the  legislature,  it  only  remains  for  me  to  assure  you  of 
the  fidelity  and  alacrity  with  which  I  shaH  co-operate  with  you 
in  the  accomplishment  of  every  measure  conducive  to  the  happi- 
ness and  prosperity  of  the  people  of  Michigan. 

STEVENS  T.  MASON, 

Detroit^  January  2,  1837. 

After  the  delivery  of  the  message. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Davis,  (of  the  Senate,) 
The  conveution  then  adjourned* 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  Lothrop,  of  Kalamazoo, 

Resolved^  That  two  thousand  copies  of  the  Governor's  mes- 
sage be  printed  in  English,  and  five  hundred  copies  in  the  French 
language,  for  the  use  of  the  House. 

On  motion, 

Adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  ten  o'clock,  A.  M. 


Tuesday,  January  3* 

The  roll  being  called,  the  journal  of  the  preceding  day  was 
read. 

Mr.  Wisner,  of  Oakland,  announced  the  presence  of  his  col- 
league, Mr.  Henry  R.  Foote,  who,  after  being  duly  qualified,  took 
his  seat. 

Mr.  Felch,  of  Monroe,  amiounced  the  presence  of  his  colleague, 
Mr.  Lemuel  Colbath,  who,  after  being  duly  qualified,  took  his  seat. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Con\is,  of  Calhoun, 

Resolvedy  That  the  rules  adopted  for  the  government  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  at  the  last  session,  be  temporarily  adop- 
ted as  the  rules  of  this  House. 

Mr.  Lothrop,  from  the  special  committee  on  elections,  made 
the  following  report : 

REPORT. 

Your  committee  have  had  under  consideration  the  petition 
of  Joseph  Smith,  of  the  county  of  Cass,  claiming  a  seat  in  this 
House  as  being  duly  elected  a  member  from  said  county,  instead 
of  James  Odell.  From  documents  laid  before  the  committee, 
the  following  facts  appear  to  be  fully  established.  That  in  Cass 
county  proper,  James  Odell  received  two  hundred  and  sixty 
votes,  and  Joseph  Smith  received  two  hundred  and  thirteen  votes, 
which  votes  were  duly  returned  and  canvassed  by  the  board  of 
county  canvassers. 

In  the  township  of  La  Fayette,  county  of  Van  Buren,  attached 
to  the  county  of  Cass  for  judicial  purposes,  James  Odell  received 
one  vote,  and  Joseph  Smith  received  sixty-eight  votes,  which 
votes  were  not  received  at  the  office  of  the  county  clerk  of  Cass. 
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county,  until  the  18th  of  November,  1836,  eight  days  after  the 
official  canvass  of  said  county. 

It  then  appears  that  Mfr.  Odell  received  by  the  official  canvass 
of  Cass  county  proper,  forty-seven  votes  majority  over  Mr.  Smith ; 
but  by  adding  to  each  the  votes  which  they  received  in  the  town- 
ship of  La  Fayette,  Mr.  Smith  has  a  majority  over  Mr.  Odell  of 
twenty  votes. 

The  question  now  before  the  House  is,  shall  Joseph  Smith 
be  deprived  of  the  votes  given  him  for  a  member  of  the  House 
of.  Representatives  in  the  township  of  La  Fayette,' because  the  re- 
turns from  said  township  were  not  made  in  due  time,  according  to 
law. 

In  order  that  the  whole  subject  may  be  fully  before  the  House, 
the  committee  beg  leave  to  offer  the  following  resolutions : 

Resolved  by  the  House  of  Representatives,  That  the  seat  now 
held  by  James  Odell  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  vacated. 

2.  Resolved,  That  Joseph  Smith  is  entitled  to  a  seat  in  this 
House  as  a  representative  from  the  county  of  Cass,  and  the  coun- 
ty attached  thereto  for  judicial  purposes. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lothrop,  after  the  reading  of  the  report,  Mr. 
Joseph  Smith,  of  Cass,  was  permitted  the  privilege  of  taking  his 
seat  and  debating. 

Mr.  Lothrop  also  moved  the  adoption  of  the  first  resolution  em- 
braced in  said  report,  which  motion  was  decided  by  yeas  and 
nays  in  the  affirmative,  as  follows : 


Mr.  Whipple, 
Mr.  Munger, 
Mr.  Smith, 
Mr.  Martin, 
Mr.  Brown, 
Mr.  Thayer, 
Mr.  Ferrington, 
Mr.  Herrington, 
Mr.  Howe, 
Mr.  Kellogg, 
Mr.  Shattuck, 
Mr.  Lee, 
Mr.  Bingham, 
Mr.  Kii^ley, 


YEAS. 

Mr.  Purdy, 
Mr.  Felch, 
Mr.  Wing, 
Mr.  Foote, 
Mr.  Colbath, 
Mr.  Parrington, 
Mr.  Burbank, 
Mr.  Yerkes, 
Mr.  Wisner, 
IMr.  Butler, 
Mr.  Finch. 
Mr.  Ballard, 
Mr.  Cressy, 
Mr.  Calkin, 


Mr.  Monfore, 
Mr.  Gilbert, 
Mr.  Shellhouse, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Eldred, 
Mr.  Lothrop, 
Mr.  Ralph, 
Mr.  Ward, 
Mr.  Ely, 
Mr.  Convis, 
Mr.  Cornell, 
Mr.  McKeen, 
Mr.  Moseley, 
Mr.  King, 
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NAYS.  ' 
Mr.  Phillips,  Mr.  McGaffey,.  2 

Mr.  Lothrop  also  moved  the  adoption  of  the  second  resolution, 
•which  was  agreed  to,  and  on  his  motion  the  following  resolution 
was  adopted : 

Resolved  by  the  House  of  Representatives,  That  James  Odell, 
whose  seat  in  this  House  has  been  vacated,  is  entitled  to  his  pay 
in  coming  to  and  going  from  the  seat  of  government,  and  to  his 
per  diem  albwance  for  the  time  he  has  occupied  a  seat  in  thi3 
House,  and  that  the  clerk  be  directed  to  make  out  and  deliver  a 
certificate  of  the  same,  which  certificate  shall  be  sufficient  evi- 
dence to  the  Auditor  General  to  issue  his  warrant. 

Mr.  Convis,  of  Calhoun,  announced  the  presence  of  Mr.  John, 
Almy,  of  Kent  county,  who,  after  being  duly  qualified,  took  his 
seat. 

Mr.  Joseph  Smith,  of  Cass  county,^  after  being  duly  qualified, 
took  his  seat. 

The  following  communication,  with  accompanying  documents^ 
was  received  from  the  Executive  by  his  private  secretary. 

To  Hie  House  of  Representatives : 

I  submit  for  the  consideration  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
the  following  documents,  viz : 

A  communication  from  the  President  of  the  Detroit  and  St* 
Joseph  railroad  company. 

A  communication  from  the  St  Clair  and  Romeo  railroad  com- 
pany. 

A  communication  from  the  Chief  Justice  of  the  state,  and  tlie 
reports  of  the  Auditor  General  and  Treasurer  for  the  year  1836. 

STEVENS  T.  MASON. 

{See  Documents  Nos,  1,  2,  3,  4,  5.) 

The  above  communication  was,  after  being  read,  ordered  to  be 
laid  upon  the  table. 

The  Speaker  presented  the  following  communication  from 
Marshall  J.  Bacon,  Bank  Commissioner,  with  the  accompanying 
report ;  which  was  read,  laid  upon  the  table,  and  five  hundred 
copies  ordered  to  be  printed. 
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To  tlie  Hon.  the  SFEAXBUofthelLmse  of  Representatives 

of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Micfngan  t 

Sir — ^Being  required  by  tlie  law  creating  my  office  to  report 
annually  to  the  legislature,  I  have  deemed  the  popular  branch  of 
that  body  the  proper  body  to  whom  to  communicate  my  report, 
and  have  the  honor  herewith  to  transmit  the  same. 

I  am  your  obedient  servant, 

MARSHALL  J.  BACON, 
The  Bank  Commissioner  of  the  State  of  Michigan, 
Jan.  2d,  1837. 

{See  Document  No.  6.) 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lothrop,  of  Kalamazoo, 

Resolved  by  the  House  of  RepresentativeSj  That  the  select 
committee  on  elections  have  full  powers  to  send  for  persons  and 
papers,  examine  witnesses  and  take  testimony  in  the  case  of  the 
contested  election  in  the  county  of  St.  Clair. 

Mr.  Purdy,  of  Washtenaw,  offered  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  clerk  of  the  House  of  'Representatives  be, 
and  he  is  hereby,  directed  to  furnish  at  the  expense  of  the  state  to 
each  member  of  llie  House  of  Representatives,  such  newspapers 
as  they  may  respectively  direct,  not  exceeding  one  daily  paper. 

Mr.  Ward,  of  Berrien,  moved  to  amend  the  same  by  striking 
out  the  word  "  one"  in  the  last  line  and  substitute  **  two"  in  lieu 
thereof. 

The  question  being  upon  striking  out,  Mr,  Convis  called  for  a 
division,  when  it  was  carried. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lothrop,  the  resolution  and  amendment  were 
laid  upon  the  table^ 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Convis,  of  Calhoun, 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  members  be  appointed  to 
revise  and  report  to  this  House  standing  rules  for  the  regulation 
and  government  of  its  proceedings. 

The  Chair  announced  Messrs.  Convis,  Wing,  Kingsley,  Has- 
kins  and  Shellhouse,  as  said  committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ely,  of  Allegan,  Messrs.  E.  J.  Roberts  and 
John  S.  Heath,  of  the  county  of  St,  Clair,  were  permitted  to  take 
seats  in  the  House,  with  the  privilege  of  speaking,  but  not  of  vot- 
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ing,  until  the  House  shall  have  decided  upon  the  merits  of  their 
respective  claims. 

Mr.  Felch  gave  notice  that  he  should',  on  a  future  day,  ask 
leave  to  introdi^ce  a  bill  to  annex  the  county  of  Monroe  lo  tlie  first 
judicial  circuit,  for  certain  purposes. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Purdy,  of  Washtenaw, 

Resolved,  That  John  S.  Bagg,  Esq.,  editor  of  the  Democratic 
Free  Press,  be  appointed  printer  to  the  House  of  Representatives. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Convis,  of  Calhoun, 

Resolved,  That  the  House  adjourn  until  ten  o'clock,  A.  M.,  to- 
morrow, and  that  that  be  the  standing  hour  of  adjournment,  unless 
otherwise  ordered. 

On  motion, 
adjourned. 


Wednesday,  January  4, 1837. 

The  roll  being  called,  the  journal  of  the  preceding  day  was 
read. 

The  following  petitions  were  presented  and  severally  read  and 
laid  upon  the  table. 

By  Mr.  Convis,  of  Calhoun, 

A  petition  from  Joseph  Sibley  and  others,  for  the  construction 
of  a  dam. 

By  Mr.  Lee,  of  Washtenaw,  ' 

A  petition  from  James  Phillips  and  others,  for  the  construction 
of  a  road. 

By  Mr.  Ward,  of  Berrien, 

A  petition  from  Robert  Wilson  and  others,  inhabitants  of  the 
county  of  Berrien,  for  the  incorporation  of  a  bank. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Convis,  of  Calhoun, 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  speaker,  when 
Charles  W.  Whipple,  of  Wayne,  was  unanimously  elected. 

The  Chair  announced  Messrs.  Lothrop  and  Ward,  to  conduct 
the  Speaker  elect  to  the  chair. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lothrop,  of  Kalamazoo, 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  clerk,  when  An- 
thony Ten  Eyck,  of  Wayne,  was  unanimously  elected. 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  Convis, 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  recording  clerk, 
when  Albert  Chandler  was  unanimously  elected. 

On  motion, 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  election  of  an  enrolling  and  en- 
grossing clerk,  when  David  M.  Price  was  unanimously  elected. 

On  motion, 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  election  of  sergeant-at-arms,  when 
James  Houston  was  unanimously  elected. 

On  motion. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  door-keeper,  when 
Darius  Jackson  was  unanimously  elected. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Alden, 

Resolved,  That  the  Speaker  appoint  the  messenger  to  this 
House,  and  such  assistants  as  may  be  deemed  necessary. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate,  transmitting  a  reso- 
lution for  thg  concurrence  of  the  House,  relative  to  the  joint  rules 
of  both  Houses,  which,  after  being  read,  was  concurred  in. 

Mr.  Convis,  from  the  select  committee  to  whom  it  was  referred 
to  revise  and  report  rules  for  the  regulation  and  government  of 
the  House,  reported  the  following : 

1.  The  Speaker  shall  take  tho  chair  at  the  time  to  which  the 
House  stands  adjourned,  and  the  House  shall  then  be  called  to 
order  and  the  roll  of  the  members  called. 

2.  Upon  the  appearance  of  a  quorum,  the  minutes  of  the  pre- 
ceding day  shall  be  read  by  the  clerk,  to  the  end  that  any  mis- 
take therein  may  be  corrected  by  the  House. 

3.  The  Speaker  shall  preserve  order  and  decorum,  and  shall 
decide  questions  of  order,  subject  to  an  appeal  to  the  House. 

4.  The  Speaker  shall  vote  on  all  questions. 

5.  When  the  House  adjourns,  the  members  shall  keep  their 
seals  until  the  Speaker  announces  the  adjournment. 

6.  Every  member  previous  to  his  speaking  shall  rise  from  hi» 
seat  and  address  himself  to  the  Speaker. 

7.  When  two  or  more  members  rise  at  once,  the  Speaker 
shall  designate  the  member  who  is  first  to  speak. 
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8.  No  member  shall  speak  more  than  twice  to  the  same  ques' 
tion  without  leave  of  the  House,  nor  more  than  once  until  every 
member  who  chooses  to  speak  shall  have  spi>ken* 

9.  No  motion  shall  be  debated  or  put,  unless  the  same  be  se* 
conded ;  when  a  motion  is  seconded,  it  shall  be  stated  by  the 
Speaker  before  debate,  and  every  such  motion  shall  be  reduced 
to  writing,  if  the  Speaker  or  any  member  desire  it 

10.  After  a  motion  is  stated  by  the  Speaker,  it  shall  be  deemed 
to  be  in  possession  of  the  House  ;  but  may  be  withdrawn  at  any 
time  before  decision  or  amendment. 

11.  When  a  question  is  under  debate,  no  motion  shall  be  te^ 
ceived  but  to  adjourn,  to  lay  on  the  table,  to  postpone  indefinitely, 
to  postpone  to  a  day  certain,  to  commit,  to  amend,  or  for  the 
previous  question  ;  which  several  motions  shall  have  precedence 
in  the  order  they  stand  arranged. 

12.  A  motion  to  ac|journ  shall  be  always  in  order,  and  shall  be 
decided  without  debate. 

13.  The  previous  question,  until  it  is  decided,  sliall  preclude 
all  amendment  and  debate  of  the  main  question,  and  shall  be  in 
this  form — "shall  the  main  question  be  now  put?" 

14.  No  member  shall  speak  more  than  once  without  leave 
upon  the  previous  question. 

15%  A  motion  for  commitment,  until  it  is  decided,  shall  pre- 
<:lude  all  amendment  of  the  main  question. 

16.  Every  order,  resolution  and  vote,  to  which  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate  shall  be  necessary,  shall  be  read  to  the  House 
and  laid  upon  the  table  on  a  day  preceding  that  in  which  the 
same  be  moved,  unless  the  House  otherwise  allow. 

17.  Petitions,  memorials,  and  other  papers  addressed  to  the 
House,  shall  be  presented  by  the  Speaker,  or  by  a  member  in  his 
place. 

18.  Every  member  who  shall  be  present  when  a  question  is 
stated  from  the  chair,  and  no  other,  shall  vote  for  or  against  the 
same,  unless  the  House  shall  excuse  him,  or  unless  he  be  imme- 
diately interested  in  the  question,  in  which  case  .he  shall  not  vote. 

19.  While  the  Speaker  is  pujting  a  question,  no  member  shall 
walk  out  of  or  across  tlie  house,  nor  when  a  member  is  speaking 
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^all  any  person  entertain  any  pritate  discourse,  or  pass  between 
him  and  the  Chair. 

20.  A  member  called  to  order,  shall  immediately  sit  down, 
unless  permitted  to  explain ;  and  the  House,  if  appealed  to,  shall 
decide  on  the  case,  but  without  debate ;  if  there  be  no  appeal, 
the  decision  of  the  Chair  shall  be  submittecfta 

21.  Every  bill  shall  be  introduced  by  motion  for  leave;  or  by 
an  order  of  the  House  on  the  report  of  a  committee,  and  one 
day's  notice  at  least  shall  be  given  of  a  motion  to  bring  in  a  bill, 
unless  three-fourths  of  the  members  present  shall  vote  in  favor  of 
its  being  brought  in  without  such  previous  notice. 

22.  Every  bill  shall  receive  three  several  readings  previous 
to  its  being  passed ;  and  the  second  and  third  reading  shall  be 
on  difTerent  days,  and  the  third  reading  shall  be  on  a  day  subse- 
quent to  that  in  which  it  has  passed  a  committee  of  the  whde 
House,  unless  the  House  by  the  vote  of  three«fburths  of  the  mem- 
bers present  shall  direct  othenvise. 

23.  No  bill  shall  be  committed  or  amended  unless  it  has  been 
twice  read. 

24.  In  forming  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  the  Speaker 
shall  leave  the  chair,  and  a  chairman  shall  be  appointed  to  pre* 
side. 

25.  Bills  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  shall 
be  first  read  through  by  the  clerk,  and  then  read  and  debated  by 
•clauses,  leaving  the  preamble  to  be  last  considered ;  all  amend- 
ments shall  be  entered  on  a  separate  piece  of  paper,  and  so  re- 
ported to  the  House  by  the  chairman,  standing  in  his  place ;  after 
the  report,  the  bill  shall  be  subject  to  debate  and  amendment  be- 
fore the  question  to  engross  it  be  taken. 

26.  All  questions,  whether  in  committee  or  in  the  House,  shall 
be  put  in  the  order  'they  were  moved,  except  that  in  filling  up 
blanks  the  largest  sum  and  the  longest  time  shall  be  first  put 

27.  A  similar  mode  of  proceeding  shall  be  observed  with  bills 
which  have  originated  in  and  have  passed  the  Senate  as  with 
bills  originating  in  the  House. 

28.  When  a  bill  passes  the  House,  the  Speaker  shall  certify 
the  same  with  the  date  thereof  at  the  foot  of  the  bill. 
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2^,  Upon  a  division  either  in  the  House  or  in  committee  of 
the  whole  House,  the  names  of  those  who  vote  for,  and  those  who 
vote  against  the  question,  shall  be  entered  upon  the  minutes  if 
any  members  require  it 
.  30.  In  all  divisions  to  be  taken  in  this  House,  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  clerk,  to  enter  on  the  minutes  the  name  of  the 
member  calling  for  a  division,  and  the  name  of  the  member  who 
shall  second  such  call. 

31.  The  order  of  the  day  shall  have  the  preference  to  any  mo- 
tion before  the  House. 

32.  A  motion  that  the  chairman  leave  the  chair  shall  always 
be  in  order,  and  shall  take  place  of  any  other  motion. 

33.  In  the  absence  of  a  quorum,  the  Speaker  may  adjourn  the 
House  until  the  next  silting  day  ;  or  if  in  committee  of  the  whole, 
the  committee  may  rise  and  report  progress. 

34.  No  motion  for  reconsideration  ^all  be  in  order,  unless  on 
the  same  day  or  day  following  that  on  which  the  decision  pro- 
posed to  be  reconsidered  took  place,  nor  unless  one  of  the  ma- 
jority shall  move  such  reconsideration.  A  motion  for  recon- 
sideration being  put  and  lost,  shall  not  be  renewed,  nor  shall  any 
I  subject  be  a  second  time  reconsidered  without  unanimous  con- 
sent. 

35.  The  rules  of  the  House  shall  be  obserx^ed  in  a  committee 
of  the  whole  House,  so  far  as  they  may  be  applicable,  except  the 
rule  limiting  the  time  of  speaking. 

36.  A  motion  that  the  committee  rise  shall  always  be  in  order, 
and  shall  be  decided  without  debate. 

37.  The  following  standing  committees  shall  be  appointed  at 
the  commencement  of  each  session,  until  otherwise  ordered : 

A  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  ;  a  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary; a  Committee  on  Education;  a  Committee  on  Internal 
Improvement ;  a  Committee  on  Agriculture  and  Manufactures ; 
a  Committee  on  Claims  ;  a  Committee  on  Accounts  ;  a  Commit- 
tee on  Militia  ;  a  Committee  on  Elections  ;  a  Committee  on  Banks 
and  Incorporations;  a  Committee  on  University  and  School 
Lands ;  a  Committee  on  Organization  of  Townships  and  Counties ; 
a  Committee  on  Expenditures ;  a  Committee  on  Printing ;  a 
Committee  on  Enrolment ;   a  Committee  on  State  Prisons ;  a 
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Committee  on  Expiring  Laws  and  what  new  laws  they  con- 
ceive necessary ;  a  Committee  on  Roads  and  Bridges ;  a  Com- 
mittee on  Indian  Afiairs ;  a  Committee  on  Unfinished  Business  ; 
which  several  committees  shall  consist  of  seven  members. 
A  Committee  on  A6  Librarv,  to  consist  of  three  members. 

38.  Select  committees,  to  whom  reference  shall  be  made, 
shall  in  all  cases  repprt  a  state  of  facts  and  their  opinion  thereon 
to  the  House. 

39.  That  ih  all  cases  where  a  bill,  orders,  resolutions  or  mo- 
tions, shall  be  entered  on  the  journals  of  this  House,  the  name 
of  the  member  moving  the  same  shall  also  be  entered  on  the 
journals. 

40.  No  person,  unless  introduced  by  a  member,  shall  be  ad- 
mitted within  the  bar  of  the  "House  ;  but  the  Executive,  jnem- 

ft 

bers  of  the  Senate,  the  heads  of  departments  of  the  state  go- 
vernment, judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  members  of  Congress, 
and  such  other  persons  as  the  Speaker  shall  on  application  as- 
sign places  as  stenographers. 

41-  Every  message  from  the  hohorable  the  Senate,  commu- 
nicating any  bill  for  the  concurrence  of  this  House,  shall,  after 
the  second  reading  of  the  said  bill,  be  referred  to  a  select  or 
standing  committee  (as  shall  be  assigned  by  the  Speaker,)  with 
'  the  accompanying  documents  (if  any)  to  consider  and  report 
thereon. 

42.  The  Speaker  shall  cause  the  clerk  of  this  House  to  make 
a  list  of  all  bills,  resolutions,  reports  of  committees,  and  other 
proceedings  in  this  House,  which  are  committed  to  a  committee 
of  the  whole  House,  and  which  are  not  made  the  order  of  the  day 
for  any  particular  day ;  which  list  shall  be  called  **  the  general 
order  of  the  day." 

43.  On  the  meeting  of  the  House,  and  after  reading  the  jour- 
nal of  the  preceding  day,  the  order  of  business  shall  be  as  fol- 
lows :  1st  Presentation  of  petitions  and  memorials.  2d.  Re- 
ports of  standing  and  select  committees.  3d.  Resolutions.  4th. 
General  order  of  the  day. 

44.  When  the  House  have  proceeded  "  to  the  general  orders 
of  the  day,**  no  other  business  shall  be  in  order  until  the  House 
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hay«  disposed  of  the  same,  by  layii^  tHem  upon  the  table,  or  by 
postponing  them  until  the  next  day. 

45.  No  rule  of  this  House  shall  be  altered  or  suspended  with- 
out the  concurrence  of  two-thirds  of  the  members  present 

46.  Upon  a  call  of  the  House,  the  names  of  the  members  shall 
be  called  by  the  clerk,  and  the  absentees  noted ;  but  no  excuse 
shall  be  made  until  the  House  be  fully  called  over ;  then  the 
absentees  shall  be  called  over  a  second  time,  and  if  still  absent, 
excuses  are  to  be  heard ;  and  if  no  excuse,  or  insufficient  excuse 
be  made,  the  absentees  may,  by  order  of  those  present,  if  there 
are  fifteen  members  present,  be  taken  into  custody  wherever  to 
be  found,  by  the  sergeant-at-arms  or  the  Speaker*  messenger  or 
messengers  of  the  House. 

47.  The  Speaker  may  leave  the  chair  and  appoint  a  member 
to  preside,  but  not  for  a  longer  time  than  one  day,  except  by 
leave  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Lothrop  moved  to  amend  the  fourth  rule,  by  adding  the 
following :  "  taken  by  yeas  and  nays  in  all  elections,  or  division 
called  for  by  any  member ;"  which  was  concurred  in. 

The  report  of  the  select  committee  was  then  concurred  in. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Convis, 

Resolved^  That  the  Clerk  cause  one  hundred  copies  of  the 
rules  of  this  House  to  be  printed  in  pamphlet  form  for  the  use 
of  this  House. 

The  foUowii^  communication  from  the  Senate  was  received 
through  their  Secretary : 

Mr.  Speaxbr — In  pursuance  oi  the  rules  cS  the  Senate,  I 
herewith  transmit  for  the  concurrence  of  the  House  of  Represen- 
ditives,  a  joint  resolution  relative  to  the  printing  of  both  houses, 
and  inform  the  House  that  in  pursuance  of  said  resolution^ 
Messrs.  McDonell  and  Ellis  have  been  appointed  the  committee 
on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

The  resolution  from  the  Senate,  relative  to  the  printing  of 
both  houses,  was  taken  up  and  concurred  in.  The  Chair  an- 
nounced Messrs.  Ward  and  Bingham  as  said  committei?  on  the 
part  of  the  House. 

Mr.  McGafiey  called  up  the  resolution  laid  upon  the  table 
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yesterday*  rdative  to  instructing  tl>e  elerk  to  ftumisb  the  mem- 
bers with  newspapers. 

The  question  being  on  the  adc^tion  of  the  ameodmenlv  to  strike 
out  the  word  "  oas,^  and  insert  *'  two"  in  hmi  thereof,  it  was 
concurred  in« 

The  resolution  as  amended  was  then  adopted. 

Mr.  Ely,  of  Allegan,  laid  on  the  table  the  following  resoluticm : 

Resolved^  That  the  Speaker  appoint  a  committee  of  two  mcn>- 
'  bers  of  this  House  to  wait  upon  the  cleigjr  of  the  difierent  de- 
nominations of  Christians  in  this  city,  and  request  them  in  rot;a« 
tion  to  open  the  session  each  day  by  prayer. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Monfore, 

Resolved^  That  the  clerk  of  this  House  be  required  (if  in  his 
power  so  to  do)  to  furnish  each  noember  of  this  House  with  a 
copy  of  the  laws  of  the  last  session. 

Mr.  Alden  offered  the  following  resolution,  which,  after  being 
read,  was  laid  upon  the  table : 

Resolved,  That  the  clerk  be  directed  to  cause  to  be  printed^ 
in  connexion  with  the  rules  of  this  Housq,  a  manual,  embracing 
the  constitution  of  this  state,  rules  of  the  Senate,  joint  rules  of 
the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  and  the  other  subjects 
embraced  in  the  manual  of  the  last  legislature. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lothrop,  of  Kalamazoo, 

Mr.  Whipple,  of  Wayne,  was  excused  from  seizing  on  the 
special  committee  on  elections^  and  Mr.  Butler  was  appointed 
to  fill  said  vacancy. 

On  motion,  adjourned. 


Thursday^  January  5. 

The  roll  being  called,  the  journal  of  the  previous  day  was  read. 

The  Chairman  announced  the  following  standing  committees : 

Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, — Messrs.  Convis,  Eldred,  Pur- 
dy,  Ralph,  Mosely,  Wisner,  Levake. 

Judiciary. — Messrs.  Kingsley,  Wing,  Pelch,  Butler,  Bingham, 
McGaflfey,  King. 
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Elections. — Messrs.  Butler,  McKeen,  Monfore,  JcBe]A  Smith, 
Shellhouse,  Thayer,  Ely. 

Expenditures. — Messrs.  O.  Howe,  Ccdbath,  Brown,  Burbank, 
Ballard,  Barke,  Phillips. 

Banks  and  Incorporations. — Messrs.  Lothrop,  Ward,  McKeen, 
Brown;  Finch,  Calkin,  Kellogg. 

Unfinished  Business. — Messrs.  Felch,  Ferrington,  Gilbert,  Job 
Smith,  Yerkes,  Haskios.  ' 

Claims. — Messrs.  Lee,  Farrington,  Shattuck,  Foote,  Cornellt 
Cressey,  Shellhouse. 

Accounts. — Messrs.  Bingham,  Martin,  Munger,  Purdy,  Mon- 
fore,  Finch,  Phillips. 

AgricuUttre  and  Manufactures. — Messrs.  Eldred,  Colbath, 
Cornell,  Howe,  Haskins,  Herrington,  Joseph  Smiths 

Indian  Affairs. — Messrs.  Mosely,  King,  Lee,  Levake,  Wisner, 
Shellhouse,  Yerkes. 

Militia. — Messrs.  Wing,  Herrington,  Cressey,  Almy,  Thayer, 
Convis,  Martin. 

Internal  Improvement. — Messrs.  Ely,  Almy,  Kellc^,  Shattuck, 
Job  Smith,  Farrington,  Calkin. 

Expiration  of  Laws^  ifi:. — Messrs.  McGaflTey,  Foote,  Gilbert, 
Job  Smith,  Munger,  Ballard,  Burke. 

Enrolment. — Messrs.  Felch,  Alden,  Burbank,  Lothrop,  Mose- 
ly,'Wisner,  Monfore. 

Education. — Messrs.  Alden,  Ferrington,  McGafiey,  Kingsley, 
Cressey,  Lee,  Wing. 

University  and  School  Lands. — Messrs.  Ward,  Almy,  Ralph, 
Herrington,  Mosely,  Ferrington,  Gilbert 

Roads  and  Bridges. — Messrs.  Almy,  Munger,  Shellhouse,  Bur- 
bank,  Burke,  Ballard,  Colbath. 

Organization  of  Toums  and  Counties. — ^Messrs.  Cressey,  Mar* 
tin,  Farrington,  Haskins,  McKeen,  Gilbert,  Joseph  Smith. 

The  following  petitions  were  presented  and  severally  referred* 

By  Mr.  Convis, 

Of  Sands  M.  Camley  and  others,  to  authorize  the  Detroit  and 
St  Joseph  railroad  company  to  use  the  Chicago  road  where  it  is 
necessary  for  the  purposes  of  the  raiboad.  Referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  internal  improvement 
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By.  Mr.  Kingsley, 

Of  Lyman  Knight,  to  authorize  him  to  sell  certain  real  estate. 
Referred  to  committee  on  judiciary. 

By  Mr.  Alden, 

Of  sundry  ii^iabitants  of  Coldwater,  Branch  county,  praying 
for  an  act  of  incorporation  for  the  village  of  Coldwaler.  Referred 
to  committee  on  banks  and  incorporations. 

AIso,<^  sundry  inhabitants  of  Branch  county,  praying  for  a  law 
incorporating  a  bank  to  be  located  in  the  village  of  Coldwater. 
Referred  to  committee  on  banks  and  incorporations. 

By  Mr.  Bingham, 

Of  James  6.  Rumsey  and  others^  for  the  organization  of  the 
township  of  Burlington.  Referred  to  the  committee  on  the  orga- 
nization of  towns  and  counties. 

By  Mr.  Almy, 

Of  sundry  inhabitants  of  Kent  county,  for  the  incorporation  of 
a  bank  to  be  located  at  the  Rapids  of  Grand  river.  Referred  to 
committee  on  banks  and  incorporations. 

By  Mr.  Roberts, 

Of  the  president,  directors  and  company  of  the  St  Clair  and 
Romeo  railroad*  company,  praying  for  an  alteration  of  their 
charter.    Referred  to  committee  on  internal  improvements. 

By  Mr«  McKeen, 

Of  Ralph  Wadhams  and  others,  for  an  act  of  incorporation  to 
facilitate  the  early  completion  of  the  ccmtemplated  raifaroad  from 
the  mouth  of  Black  river  to  a  point  on  Lake  Michigan.  Refer- 
red to  committee  on  internal  improvements. 

By  Mr.  Felch, 

Of  sundry  inhabitants  of  Monroe  county,  praying  to  annex  the 
county  of  Monroe  to  the  first  judicial  circuit  Referred  to  com- 
mittee on  judiciary. 

Also^  of  Samuel  A.  Bartlett,  praying  compensation  for  services 
performed  in  the  militia  in  1835.  Referred  to  committee  on 
claims. 

By  Mr.  Wing, 

Of  Chauncey  Owen  and  others^  for  power  to  convey  certain 
lands.    Referred  to  committee  on  judiciary. 

By  Mr.  McGaffey, 
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Of  Aurora  A,  Gilbert,  praying  for  an  act  for  her  benefit.  Re- 
ferred to  committee  on  the  judiciary. 

Also,  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  St  Joseph  county,  praying  for 
commissioners  to  review  the  line  of  a  certain  road  from  Ccnter- 
ville  to  the  Three  Rivers.  Referred  to  committee  on  roads  and 
bridges. 

By  Mr.  Ralph, 

Of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  township  of  Allen,  Hillsdale  coun- 
ty, praying  the  legislature  to  set  off  certain  townships,  &c.  Re- 
ferred to  committee  on  the  organization  of  towns  and  counties. 

By  Mr.  Ward, 

Of  sundry  inhabitants  of  Niles,  Berrien  county,  for  an  act  iau- 
thorizing  the  removal  of  the  seat  of  justice  of  Berrien  county  from 
St.  Joseph  to  Berrien.  Said  petition  was  read  and  laid  upon  the 
table. 

By  Mr.  Almy, 

Of  Edward  Emerson  and  others,  praying  the  appointment  of 
commissioners  to  make  surveys  and  estimates  for  a  railroad  from 
Pontiac  to  the  junction  of  the  Maple  and  Grand  riversw    Refer- 
red to  committee  on  internal  improvements. 

By  Mr.  Lee,  • 

Of  sundry  inhabitants  of  Ingham  county,  praying  for  the  or- 
ganization of  certain  townships.  Referred  to  committee  on  or- 
ganization of  towns  and  counties. 

Also,  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  Washtenaw,  Livingston,  Ingham 
and  Ionia  counties,  praying  for  a  state  road  from  Dexter  to  the 
mouth  of  Maple  river.  Referred  to  committee  on  roads  and 
bridges. 

By  Mr.  Butler, 

Of  sundry  inliabitants  of  Lenawee  county,  praying  for  com- 
missioners to  be  appointed  to  lay  out  a  state  road  from  the  village 
of  Adrian,  to  intersect  the  Ciiicago  road.  Referred  to  committee 
on  roads  and  bridges. 

By  Mr.  Mosely, 

Of  sundry  inhabitants  of  Wayne  and  Oakland  counties,  pray- 
ing a  charter  for  a  turnpike  company.  Referred  to  committee 
on  banks  and  incorporations. 

By  Mr.  Alden, 
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Of  Robert  Wood  and  others,  praying  that  township  No.  5, 
isouth  of  range  No.  5  west,  be  attached  to  the  township  of  Quin- 
tcy.  Referred  to  committee  on  the  orgatiization  of  towns  and 
counties. 

By  Mr.  Cressey, 

Of  sundry  inhabitants  of  Lenawee  and  Washtenaw  countfes, 
praying  that  a  company  may  be  incorporated  for  the  construc- 
tion of  a  canal  oT  railroad  from  Gibraltar  in  Wayiie  county,  to 
Clinton,  Lenawee  county,  with  a  charter  for  a  bank.  Referred 
to  committee  on  banks  and  incorporations. 

By  the  Speaker, 

Of  sundry  prisoners  in  Detroit  jaik  Referred  to  committee  on 
judiciary. 

Also,  of  John  Goodrich  for  compensation  for  certain  services. 
Referred  to  committee  on  claims. 

Also,  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  Clinton  county^  prayihg  for  the 
removal  of  the  county  site  of  said  county.  Referred  to  commit- 
tee  on  organisation  of  towns  and  counties. 

The  Speaker  presented  the  following  report  of  the  Superintend- 
ent of  Public  Instruction,  which  was  referred  to  the  committee 
oneducationw 

(See  Documetd  No.  t.) 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Convis, 

Resolvedj  That  two  thousand  copies  of  the  report  of  the  Super- 
intendent of  Public  Instruction  be  printed  in  pamphlet  form,  for 
the  use  of  the  members  of  the  House. 

Mn  Ely  presented  certain  certificates  of  the  election  of  Jere- 
miah R.  Smith,  from  the  counties  of  Genesee,  Shiawassee  and 
Saginaw,  which,  after  being  read,  were  referred  to  the  committee 
on  elections. 
'  On  motion  of  Mr.  Wisner, 

Jeremiah  R.  Smith  was  allowed  a  sent  in  this  House,  with  the 
privilege  of  speaking,  but  not  of  voting. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Howe, 

Bescloed^  That  no  article  shall  be  purchased  for  the  use  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  without  the  written  order  of  the  com- 
mittee on  expenditui^s  or  of  the  House* 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  Convis, 

Resolve^K  That  so  much  of  the  Governor's  Message  as  relates 
to  tiie  River  Raisin  and  Lake  Erie  railroad  company  be  refer- 
red to  a  schci  cninmittee,  to  consist  of  nine  members,  and  that 
they  have  ualhorily  to  send  for  persons  and  papers  to  investigate 
the  conduct  and  proceedings  of  the  officers  of  that  institution,  and 
report  to  this  House. 

The  Chair  announced  the  following  as  said  committee. 

Messrs.  Convis,  Ward,  Felch,  Kingsley,  Binghani,  Kellpggr 
Eldred,  Haskins  and  Calkin, 

Mr.  Ely  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  withdraw  the  resolution 
relative  to  opening  the  House  with  prayer,  offered  by  him  yester- 
day. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ward, 

The  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  Berrien  county,  praying 
for  an  act  incorporating  the  Bank  of  Niles,  was  taken  up  and  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  on  banks  and  incorporations. 

Mr.  Mosely  gave  notice  that  on  a  future  day  he  would  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  incorporate  the  stockholders  of  the 
Bank  of  the  city  of  Saginaw. 

Also,  that  he  would  on  a  future  day  ask  leave  to  introduce  a 
bill  to  incorporate  a  company  to  be  called  the  Shiawassee  navi- 
gation company,  with  power  to  improve  the  navigation  of  the 
Shiawassee  river  by  slack  water  navigation. 

Mr.  Wisner  gave  notice  that  on  a  future  day  he  would  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  incorporate  the  Pontiac  and  Huron 
river  canal  company,  with  a  capital  of  8100,000. 

Mr.  Finch  gave  notice  that  at  some  future  day  ho  would  ask 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  making  all  judgments  rendered  before  jus- 
tices of  the  peace  over  820,  recorded  in  the  register's  office  of  the 
county  wherein  said  judgment  is  rendered,  a  lien  upon  real  estate. 

Also,  that  at  some  future  day  he  would  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a 
bill  to  incorporate  a  Mutual  fire  insurance  company,  to  be  loca- 

M[\  Smith,  ofC-i^^,  [:v\'t^  i  oi-rv  tluit  ha  ^vould  oij  >.)ino;ntui-e 
(];jv  ."  ^-  l-^\r  :.'  iJ-r-.''*.'^  ;\   1  ill  'o  io'j::'i/o  th^  n.fuvns  of  au 
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the  seventh  and  eighth  days  of  November  last ;  also  a  bill  to  set 
off  and  organize  the  county  of  Van  Buren* 

Mr.  Wisner,  of  Oakland,  moved  to  suspend  the  llurty-fourth 
rule,  and  ofiered  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  vote  taken  by  this  House,  confirming  the 
seat  of  Mr.  Smith,  of  Cass  county,  as  the  legal  representative  of 
said  county,  be  reconsidered. 

The  question  being  upon  the  suspension  of  the  thirty-fourth 
rule,  it  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Lothrop  moved  to  suspend  tlie  sixteenth  rule,  fpr  the  pur- 
pose of  introducing  the  following  resolution,  which  was  agreed  to. 

Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
State  of  Michigan,  That  John  Norton,  jr.,  cashier  of  the  Michi- 
gan state  bank  be,-  and  he  is  hereby,  appointed  fiscal  agent  to 
this  legislature. 

Said  resolution  was  then  read  the  first  and  second  time. 

Mr.  LfOthrop  moved  the  suspension  of  the  twenty-second  rule, 
which  was  agreed  to,  when  said  resolution  was  read  a  third  time 
and  passed. 

On  motion,  - 

Resdvedj  That  a  copy  of  said  resolution  be  sent  to  tlie  Senate  • 
for  its  concurrence. 

Mr.  Mosely  oflfered  the  following  resolution,  which  was  read 
and  laid  on  the  table. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  judiciary  be  instructed ' 
to  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  establishing^  a  fourtli  judicial 
circuit,  embracing  the  northern  counties  of  the  state,  and  that 
they  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

On  motion,  the  message  from  the  Executive  with  the  report  of 
the  Auditor  General  and  State  Treasurer,  were  referred  to  the 
committee  on  ways  and  means,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

On  motion. 

The  report  of  the  Chief  Justice  was  referred  to  tlie  committee 
on  the  judiciary,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

On  motion, 

The  communication  of  the  president,  directors  and  company 
of  the  Detroit  and  St  Joseph  railroad  company,  and  the  St  Clair 
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and  Romeo  railroad  company,  was  referred  to  tfie  committee  on 
internal  improvement,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 
On  motion,  the  House  adjourned. 


Friday,  January  6. 

The  roll  being  called,  the  journal  of  the  previous  day  was  read. 

The  Chair  announced  the  following  standing  committees : 

State  Prison.— Messrs.  Shattuck,  McKeon,  Wing,  McGaffey, 
Finch,  Herrington,  Lothrop. 

Pfinting. — Messrs.  Wisner,  Moseley,  Ferrington,  Foote^ 
Ward,  Howe,  Shellhouse. 

The  thirty-fourth  rule  having  been  suspended, 

Mr.  Convis  moved  to  substitute  the  following  in  place  of  tlie 
eleventh  rule,  which  was  agreed  to. 

Rule  11.— When  a  question  is  under  debate,  no  motion 
shall  be  received  but  to  adjourn,  to  lay  on  the  table,  to  postpone 
indefinitely,  lo  postpone  to  a  day  certain,  to  commit,  to  amend/ 
or  for  the  previous  question  ;  which  several  motions  shall  have 
precedence  in  the  order  they  stand  arranged. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Convis, 

Resolved,  That  an  additional  standing  committee  on  the  li- 
brary, to  consist  of  three  members,  be  appointed. 

The  Chair  announced  the  following  as  said  committee :  Messrs, 
Felch,  Ward,  Bingham, 

On  motion. 

The  standing  rules  of  this  House,  as  reported  by  the  special 
committee,  with  the  amendments  made  thereto,  were  adopted. 

The  following  petitions  were  presented  and  severally  referred- 

By  Mr.  Aldeo, 

Of  sundry  inhabitants  of  Coldwater,  for  a  division  of  the  town- 
ship of  Coldwater.     Referred  to  committee  on  organization  of 
towns  and  counties. 

By  Mr.  Burbank, 

Of  Fitz  Rosman  and  others,  for  organization  of  certain  town- 
ships. Referred  to  committee  on  organization  of  towns  and 
counties. 
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By  Mr.  Kangsley, 

Of  E.  Ingersoll,  relative  to  building  a  lock  in  a  dam  on  Grand 
river.     Referred  to  conuniltee  on  internal  improvement. 

By  Mr.  McKeen, 

Of  Joseph  S.  Gibbons  and  others,  for  the  organization  of  a  cer- 
tain township  in  Lapeer  county.  Referred  to  committee  on  or- 
ganization of  towns  and  counties. 

By  Mr.  Monfore, 

Of  G.  C.  Leach  and  others,  for  the  incorporation  of  a  bank  in 
the  county  of  Macomb.  Referred  to  committee  on  banks  and 
incorporations. 

Mr.  Lee  asked  and  obtained  leave  of  absence  for  Mr.  Munger, 
until  Tuesday  next. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lothrop, 

Rescloedj  That  so  much  of  the  Governor's  message  as  relates 
to  the  disposition  of  the  surplus  revenue  of  the  government,  be 
referred  to  the  committee  of  ways  and  means. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  ways  and  means  be  instruct- 
ed to  inquire  and  rjeport  to  this  House  the  means  in  possession  of 
this  state  for  the  redemption  of  a  foreign  loan,  and  securing  the 
prompt  payment  of  the  interest  on  the  same.' 

Resolved^  That  the  committee  on  internal  improvement  be  in- 
structed to  enquire  and  report  to  this  House  the  expediency  of 
negociating  a  loan  for  internal  iniprovements,  the  amounts  that 
-will  be  necessary,  also  the  time  for  the  redemption  of  said  loan 
by  the  state. 

Resolv^j  That  so  mtich  of  the  Governor's  message  as  relates 
to  the  policy  of  prohibiting  by  law  the  circulation  of  bank  notes 
of  less  denomination  than  five  dollat^  and  the  further  regulating 
of  the  currency  of  this  state,  be  referred  to  the  committee  on 
banks  and  incorporations. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Convis,  of  Calhoun, 

Resolved^  That  so  much  of  the  Governor's  message  as  relates 
to  a  revised  code  of  laws  and  the  abolishment  of  imprisonment 
for  debt,  also  the  suthern  boundary  line  of  our  state,  be  refer- 
red to  thtj  committee  on  the  judiciary. 

Rescived^  That  so  much  of  the  Governor's  message  as  relates 
to  the  chartering  of  railroad  companies,  the  state  purchasing  the 
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stock  of  certain  railroad  companies,  the  organization  of  a  board  of 
internal  improvement,  and  a  geological  survey  of  the  state,  be 
referred  to  the  committee  on  internal  improvement 

Resolvedf  That  so  much  of  the  Governor's  message  as  relates 
to  banks  and  incorporations,  be  referred  to  the  committee  on 
banks  and  incorporations. 

Resolvedj  That  so  much  of  the  Governor's  message  as  relates 
to  the  militia  system,  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  militia.  . 

Besolvedf  That  so  much  of  the  Governor's  message  as  relates 
to  providing  for  the  enumeration  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  state,  be 
refened  to  the  committee  on  expuing  laws. 

Resolvedf  That  so  much  of  the  Governor's  message  as  relates 
to  the  building  of  a  state  pemtentiary,  be  referred  to  the  commit- 
tee on  state  prison. 

Resdved^  That  so  much  of  the  Govemoi^s  message  as  relates 
to  the  university  and  school  lands,  be  referred  to  the  committee 
on  university  and  school  lands. 

Resolvedf  That  so  much  of  the  Governor's  message  as  relates 
to  the  state  university  and  common  schools,  be  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  education. 

Resoloedy  That  so  much  of  the  Governor's  message  as  rebates 
to  the  removal  of  the  northwestern  Indians  from  our  state^  be  re- 
ferred  to  the  committee  on  Indian  afiairs. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Burbank, 

Resolvedf  That  so  much  of  the  Governor's  message  as  relates 
to  the  usury  laws,  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  judi- 
ciary. 

The  following  communication  Wa?  received  from  the  Executive, 
which  was  read  and  ordered  to  be  printed,  and 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Alden,  committed  to  a  committee  of  the 
whole  House,  and  made  the  special  order  of  the  day  for  Tuesday 
next 

January  0,  1837. 
To  the  House  of  Representatives : 

I  hereby  transmit  the  report  of  the  commissioners  appointed 

to  view  the  location  of  the  seat  of  justice  for  the  pounty  of 

Branch. 

STEVENS  T.  MASON. 

{See  Document  No.  8.) 
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Resolved,  That  so  much  of  said  report  as  relates  to  the  River 
Raisin  and  Lake  Erie  railroad  company,  be  referred  to  the  spe- 
cial committee  on  tiie  afiairs  of  said  corporation* 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Finch, 

Resolved^  That  the  committee  on  the  judiciary  be  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  propriety  and  expediency  of  instituting  a  court 
of  common  pleas  for  the  state  of  Michigan,  and  report  by  bill  or 
otherwise. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Monfore, 

Resolved,  That  the  clerk  of  this  House  be  required  to  furnish 
each  member  of  this  House  with  a  copy  of  the  Senate  journal 
(^  the  last  session  of  the  legislature. 

Mr.  Alden  asked  and  obtained  leaye  to  withdraw  the  resolu- 
tion heretofore  laid  on  the  table  by  him,  and  oflfered  the  fellowing 
as  a  substitute,  which  was  read  and  adopted. 

Resolved,  That  the  clerk  cause  to  be  procured  for  the  use  of 
this  House,  the  constitutions  of  the  United  States  anid  the  state  of 
Michigan ;  the  articles  of  confederation ;  the  order  of  business  in 
the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives ;  the  joint  rules  and  or* 
ders,  and  the  rules  and  orders  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives ;  an  alphabetical  list  of  the  members  of  botfi  houses^ 
with  their  places  of  residence,  and  a  list  of  senators  according  to 
their  districts ;  a  list  of  the  members  c£  the  House  of  Represent 
tatives  by  counties ;  a  list  of  the  officers  of  both  houses ;  the  stand- 
ing committees  of  both  houses ;  the  select  committees  of  both 
houses  on  the  Governor's  message ;  a  list  of  the  banks  and  insu- 
rance companies  in  the  state,  with  the  amount  of  their  capital  and 
the  time  when  their  charters  expire ;  a  list  of  the  railroad  compa- 
nies in  the  state,  with  the  amount  of  their  capital  and  the  time 
they  were  incorporated ;  the  act  requiring  the  pubHcatkxi  of  no- 
tices in  certain  cases ;  copies  of  a  map  of  the  state  of  Michigan, 
and  a  calendar  for  1837  ;  and  to  have  the  same  bound  in  a  pock* 
et  volume,  and  deliver  a  copy  thereof  to  each  ot  the  members 
and  officers  of  this  House. 

Mr.  Mosely  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  given  yesterday 
referring  the  j^etition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  Wayne  and  Oak- 
land counties  for  a  turnpike  company,  to  the  committee  on  banks 
a.'i.l  in'.^r.rpj^  :dw'i-..  '^:il  t?  r^.oiiviui  the  runte  to  the  comi-iitterj 
en  *nicri;j!  in'T-rovci/i^'nt. 
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li'he  motion  was  decided  in  the  affirmative. 
Mr.  Ward  called  up  the  report  of  the  joint  committee  on  print- 
ing, which  was  read  and  accepted. 

REPORT. 

To  tlie  Hon.  tlie  Speaker  of  the 

House  of  Representatives  of  Michigan  t 

Sir — The  joint  committee  on  printing  beg  leave  to  report  tbat 
they  have  had  an  interview  with  Mr.  Bagg,  the  printer  to  this 
House,  who  informed  the  committee  that  notwithstanding  the 
entire  destruction  of  his  printing  establishment  by  fire  on  the 
morning  of  the  4th  instant,  such  arrangements  have  been  made  as 
will  enable  him  to  perform  all  the  duties  that  may  be  required  of 
him  by  both  houses  of  the  legislature. 

Mr.  Bagg  is  compelled  to  relinquish  the  publication  of  his  dailjr 
paper,  but  after  this  week  he  will  issue  a  weekly  paper,  contairi- 
iog  a  general  summary  of  the  proceedings  of  the  legislature  of 
Michigan. 

The  committee  have  instructed  Mr.  Bagg  to  furnish  each  branch 
of  the  legislature  with  the  daily  journals  which  he  has  engaged  to 
supply  after  this  day. 

R.  E.  WARD, 
In  behalf  of  the  committee  appdnted  by  the  House. 

H.  of  R,  5th  Jan.  1837, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ward,  of  Berrien, 

Resolvedy  That  a  committee  on  "the  removal  of  seats  of 
justice"  be  appointed  by  the  Speaker,  composed  of  one  member 
from  each  senatorial  district. 

The  Chair  announced  the  following  as  said  committee  : 

Mr.  Ward,  from  the  third  district ;  Mr.  Brown,  from  the  fifst 
district ;  Mr.  Kellogg,  from  the  fourth  district ;  Mr.  Wing,  from 
the  second  district ;  Mr.  McKeen,  from  the  fifth  district. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ralph,  of  Hillsdale, 

Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  Governor's  message  as  relates 
to  the  assessment  of  taxes,  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  ways 
and  means. 

Mr.  McKeen  moved  the  suspension  of  the  forty-third  rule,  and 
offered  tlie  following  resolution : 
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Resolved^  That  the  Mowing  be  the  daily  order  of  buainess  in 
this  House : 

1.  Presentation  of  petitions. 

2.  Report  of  standing  committees. 

3.  Report  of  select  committees. 

4.  Motions,  resdutions  and  notices. 

^  Third  reading  of  bills  and  resolutions. 

6.  Unfinished  business  of  the  preceding  day. 

7.  Special  orders  of  the  day. 

8.  General  orders  of  the  day. 

Rescivedy  That  the  clerk  be  infracted  to  cause  the  daily  ovder 
«(if  business  to  be  inserted  in  the  legislative  manual 

The  question  being  upon  the  suspension  of  the  rule,  it  was  de» 
dded  in  the  negative  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows  : 

YEAS. 

Mr,  Eldrcd, 
Mr.  Ferrington, 
Mr.  Lothrop, 
Mr.  Levake, 


Mr.  Alden, 
Mr.  Almy, 
Mr.  Burbank, 
Mr.  Ballard, 
Mr.  Burke, 


Mr.  Monfore, 
Mr.  McGaffey, 
Mr.  McKeen, 
Mr.  ShattucL 


13 


Mr.  Butler, 
Mr.  Cressey, 
Mr.  Cornell, 
Mr.  Colbath, 
Mr.  Ely, 
Mr.  Farrington, 
Mr.  Finch, 


•    NAYS. 

Mr.  Foote, 
Mr.  Herrington, 
Mr.  Howe, 
Mr.  Kellogg, 
Mr.  Kingsley, 
Mr.  King, 


Mr.  Martin, 
Mr.  Phillips, 
Mr.  Ralph, 
Mr.  Shellhouse, 
Mr   Thayer; 
Mr.  Wisner, 
Mr.  Yerkes. 


21 


Mr.  Lee, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Levake, 

Rescivedy  That  so  much  of  the  Governor's  message  as  relates 
to  the  construction  of  a  ship  canal  around  the  Falls  of  Sault  Ste. 
Marie,  be  referred  to  a  select  committee  of  five  members! 

The  Chair  announced  the  following  as  said  committee : 

Messrs.  Levake,  Ely,  King,  Almy  and  Mosely. 

Mr.  Ward,  from  leave  granted,  introduced  the  following  reso- 
lution : 

^  A  resolution  prescribing  the  reaideace  of  the  Attorney  Qen- 
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Resoloed  hf  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  ike 
State  of  Michigan^  That  the  residence  of  the  Attorney  General 
for  this  state  shall  be  at  the  seat  of  government. 

Which  was  read  the  first  and  second  time  by  its  title,  and 
committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  and  made  the  spe- 
cial order  of  the  day  for  Wednesday  next 

Mr.  Ward  called  up  the  petition  by  him  laid  on  the  table  yes- 
terday, relative  to  the  removal  (^the  seat  of  justice  of  Berrien 
county,  which  was,  on  motion,  referred  to  the  committee  on  the 
removal  of  seats  of  justice. 

Mr.  Alden  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  referring  the  message 
from  the  Executive  with  the  accompanying  documents,  relative 
to  the  seat  erf*  justice  of  Branch  county,  to  the  committee  of  the 
whole  House,  and  to  refer  the  same  to  the  committee  on  the  re* 
moval  of  seats  of  justice,  which  motion  was  decided  in  the  affirma-- 
tive. 

On  motion,  adjourned. 


Saturday^  January  7. 

The  rdl  being  called,  die  journal  of  the  previous  day  was  read. 

Mr.  Wisner  asked  and  obtained  leave  of  absence  for  Mr.  Bur- 
bank. 

Mr.  Joseph  Smith  asked  and  obtained  leave  of  absence  for  Mr. 
Ralph. 

Mr.  Farrington  asked  and  obtained  leave  of  absence  for  Mr. 
Brown,  until  Monday  next 

The  following  petitions  and  remonstrances  were  presented  and 
severally  referred. 

By  Mr.  Ward, 

Two  petitions  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  Bertrand,  in  the  county 
of  Berrien,  relative  to  the  removal  of  the  seat  of  justice  of  said 
county.  Referred  to  the  committee  on  the  removal  of  the  scats 
of  justice. 

By  Mr.  Finch, 

A  remonstrance  from  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Le> 
nawee,  against  the  appointment  of  commissioners  to  lay  out  a  rood 
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from  the  village  c{  Adrian  to  intersect  the  Chicago  road    Re- 
ferred to  the  conimittee  on  roads  and  bridges. 

By  Mr.  Martin, 

A  remonstrance  from  Titus  Dort  and  others,  relative  to  the  De- 
troit and  St  Joseph  railroad  company.  Referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  internal  improvements. 

Mn  Kingsley,  from  the  committee  on  the  judiciary,  to  whom 
was  committed  the  petition  of  sundry  prisoners  in  the  Detroit  jail, 
reported  the  same  to  the  House,  and  that  they  deem  it  inexpedient 
to  Instate  upon  the  subject,  and  moved  to  be  discharged  fitxn  the 
further  considerati<m  of  the  same,  which  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion,  said  petiti<Miers  have  leave  to  withdraw  their  peti- 
tion. 

Also,  reported  a  bill  entitled  ^  A  bill  to  authorize  Morris  S. 
Hutchins  to  convey  certain  land,"  which  was  read  the  first  and 
second  time  and  laid  upon  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Convis^ 

Resolvedj  That  the  committee  on  agriculture  be  instructekl  to 
inquire  into  the  propriety  of  the  passage  of  an  act  to  constitute  a 
board  of  commissioners  for  agricultural  purposes  in  the  several 
counties  of  the  state,  and  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Sesdvedf  That  the  committee  on  agriculture  be  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  propriety  of  the  passage  of  an  act  to  provide  by 
law  for  the  draining  of  certain  marshes  in  this  state,  tod  report  by 
bill  or  otherwise. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Butler, 

Resolved^  That  the  committee  on  the  judiciary  be  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  propriety  and  expediency  of  limiting  the  juris- 
diction of  justices  of  the  peace  to  actions  of  assumpsit,  debt,  cov- 
enant, trespass  on  the  case,  and  trespass,  and  to  the  amount  of  fif* 
ty  dollars  on  judgments  rendered  on  trial,  and  to  one  hundred 
dollars  on  confession,  and  that  they  report  the  same  by  bill  or 
otherwise. 

Besalvedf  That  the  committee  on  the  judiciary  be  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  propriety  and  expediency  of  adding  one  addi- 
tional term  of  the  circuit  court  in  those  counties  whose  population 
and  amount  of  business  authorize  and  demand  the  same,  and  that 
they  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 
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Mesolvedj  That  the  committee  on  the  judiciary  be  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  appointing  commissioners  in  each 
of  the  several  counties  of  this  state,  to  reside  at  the  county  seats 
of  each  county,  who  shall  be  empowered  to  do  and  perform  all 
the  duties  of  a  judge  of  the  supreme  court  at  chambers,  and  that 
they  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Resdved,  That  the  committee  on  the  judiciary  be  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  appointing  commissioners  in 
each  of  the  several  counties  of  this  state,  and  take  the  acknowl- 
ecjgment  of  deeds,  &c.,  and  that  they  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Calkin  asked  and  obtamed  leave  of  absence  for  Mr.  Foote, 
until  Wednesday  next 

Mr.  Cornell  gave  notice  that  on  some  future  day  he  should  ask 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  incorporate  a  bank  at  Jacksonburgh,  in 
the  county  of  Jackson,  with  a  capital  of  one  hundred  thousand  dol* 
lars,  with  power  to  increase  the  amount  to  five  hundred  thousand 
dollars. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate  through  their  secre- 
tary, as  follows ! 

Mr.  Speaker — I  am  directed  by  the  Senate  to  return  to  the 
House  of  Representatives  without  amendment,  the  resolution  enti- 
tled *'  A  joint  resolution  to  provide  for  the  appointment  of  a  fiscal 
agent." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Thayer, 

Resolved^  That  the  committee  on  the  judiciary  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  passing  a  law  to  legalize  certain  township  elec- 
tions, and  to  provide  for  the  due  execution  of  the  law  in  the  seve- 
ral townships  in  this  state. 

Mr.  McGaiTey  moved  for  a  reconsideration  of  the  vote  taken 
yesterday  on  that  part  of  the  Gk)vernor's  message  which  relates 
to  a  geological  survey  of  the  state,  which  was  agreed  to ;  and  the 
same  was  re-referred  to  a  select  committee  of  five  members, 
consisting  of  Messrs.  McGaifjy,  Cressey,  Convis,  Eldied  and 
Wisner. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Finch, 

ResoHvedj  That  the  select  committee  on  elections  be  requested 
to  report  to  the  House  the  progress  they  have  made  in  the  inves- 
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ligation  relative  to  the  ccmtested  election  in  the  county  of  St. 
Clair. 

Mr.  Convis  laid  on  the  table  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved^  That  the  report  of  the  select  committee  on  the  con- 
tested election  of  St.  Clair  county,  be  referred  to  a  committee  of 
the  whole  House,  and  made  the  special  order  of  the  day  on  Tues- 
day next. 

The  sixteenth  rule  being  suspended, 

Mr.  Wing  offered  the  following  resolutions  : 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  members  of  the  legisla* 
ture  be  appointed,  two  from  the  Senate  and  three  from  the  House 
of  Representatives,  to  examine  into  the  doings  of  the  president, 
directors  and  company  of  the  Bank  of  Monroe,  and  into  the  affairs 
of  said  corporation,  and  to  report  to  the  legislature  the  true  con- 
dition of  said  bank,  with  all  convenient  speed. 

Resolved^  That  said  committee  shall  have  power  to  examine 
the  books,  papers  and  vaults  of  said  corporation,  and  to  examine 
under  oath  or  affirmation  the  officers,  directors  and  clerks  of  said 
bank,  relative  to  the  affairs  and  management  of  the  same,  and  also 
to  send  for  and  examine  any  other  person  or  persons  as  the  com- 
mittee shall  think  proper  for  a  full  inveitigation  of  the  affairs  of 
said  corporation. 

On  motion,  the  House  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the 
whole,  Mr.  Convis  in  tlie  chair,  on  the  above  resolutions,  and 
afler  spending  some  time  therein,  the  committee  rose  and  report- 
ed the  same  to  the  House  with  sundry  amendments,  which  were 
concurred  in. 

The  resolutions  as  amended,  were  then  adopted  as  follows : 

Resoloed,  That  a  committee  of  five  members  of  the  legislature 
be  appointed,  two  from  the  Senate  and  three  from  the  House  of 
Representatives,  to  examine  into  the  doings  of  the  president  di- 
rectors and  company  of  the  Bank  of  Monroe,  and  into  the  affairs 
of  said  corporation,  and  to  report  to  the  legislature  with  all  con- 
venient speed  ;  and  that  the  said  committee  be  further  authorized 
and  directed  to  inquire  into  the  condition  of  the  several  bartking 
institutions  of  this  state,  and  ascertain  whether  there  has  been  a 
violation  of  their  charter,  by  all  or  either  of  said  banks,  in  any 
respect  whatsoever. 
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Resolvedy  That  said  committee  shall  have  power  to  examine 
the  books,  papers  and  vaults  of  said  corporations,  and  to  examine 
under  oath  or  affirmation,  the  officers,  directors  and  clerks  of  said 
banks,  relative  to  the  affairs  and  management  of  the  same,  and 
also  to  send  for  and  examine  other  person  or  persons  as  the  com- 
mittee shall  think  proper  for  a  full  investigation  of  the  affairs  of 
said  corporations. 

Mr.  K'ngsley,  from  the  committee  of  the  judiciary,  reported  a 
bill  entitled  "  A  bill  to  amend  the  several  acts  concerning  the  Su- 
preme and  circuit  courts  and  court  of  chancery  of  the  state  of 
Michigan,"  which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time;  and  on  mo- 
tion, the  House  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  Mr. 
Felch  in  the  chair,  on  the  above  bill,  and  after  spending  some  time 
therein,  the  committee  rose  and  reported  the  same  to  the  House 
without  amendment. 

Said  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time  to- 
day, and  the  twenty-second  rule  being  suspended,  said  bill  was 
read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

The  Chair  presented  the  following  communication  from  the 
Treasurer  of  the  state,  in  relation  to  weights  and  measures. 

(See  Document  No.  9.) 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lothrop,  the  above  communication  was  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  on  ways  and  means. 

Mr.  Lee  called  up  the  petition  from  the  table,  from  the  inhabit- 
ants of  Ingham  and  Washtenaw  counties,  relative  to  the  laying 
out  a  road,  and  moved  its  reference  to  the  committee  on  roads 
and  bridges,  which  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion,  adjourned. 


Monday f  January  9. 
The  roll  being  called,  the  journal  of  the  previous  day  was 
read. 
The  following  petitions  were  presented  and  severally  referred: 
By  Mr.  Convis,  of,  Calhoun, 
Of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Eaton,  relative  to  the 
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^nrganization  of  said  county  of  Eaton.    Referred  to  the  commit- 
tee on  organization  of  towns  and  counties. 

By  Mr.  Kingsley,  of  Washtenaw, 

Of  B.  B.  Kercbeval  and  others,  for  a  charter  to  construct  a 
railroad  from  Gibraltar  to  Clinton,  and  for  other  purposes.  Re- 
ferred to  the  committee  on  interna]  improvements. 

By  Mr.  Ward,  of  Berrien, 

Of  sundry  inhabitants  of  Niles,  Berrien  county,  praying  for 
the  removal  of  the  seat  of  justice  of  said  county  from  St  Joseph 
to  Berrien. 

By  Mr.  McKeen,  of  Lapeer, 

Of  Henry  Howard  and  others,  praying  for  the  appointment  of 
commissioners  to  lay  out  a  state  road  from  Fort  Gratiot  to  Point 
aux  Barque.    Referred  to  committee  on  roads  and  bridges. 

By  Mr.  Convis,  of  Calhoun, 

Of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  township  of  Athens,  praying  for 
a  division  of  said  town.  Referred  to  the  committee  on  towns 
and  counties. 

By  Mr.  Fbch,  of  Lenawee, 

Of  sundry  inhabitants  of  Adrian,  for  a  charter  for  a  turnpike 
company.  Referred  to  the  committee  on  banks  and  incorpora- 
tions. 

By  Mr.  Almy, 

Of  sundry  inhabitants  of  Ionia,  for  the  appointment  of  com* 
missioners  to  examine  a  route  from  Pontiac  to  the  Maple  river. 
Referred  to  the  committee  on  internal  improvements. 

Also,  of  Dwight  A.  Lyman  and  Emeline  Case,  praying  that 
the  widow  of  George  W.  Case  be  authorized  to  convey  certain 
lands.    Referred  to  committee  on  judiciary. 

By  Mr.  Butler,  of  Lenawee, 

Of  sundry  inhabitants  of  Lenawee  and  Hillsdale  counties,  for 
a  charter  for  a  bank.  Referred  to  committee  on  banks  and  in- 
corporations. 

By  Mr.  Rnch,  of  Lenawee, 

Of  sundry  inhabitants  of  Adrian,  for  a  bank  at  Adrian.    Re- 
ferred to  committee  on  banks  and  incorporations. 
By  Mr.  Ely,  of  Allegan, 
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Of  J.  Bushnell,  for  authority  to  construct  a  dam  acro6s  tbs 
Grand  river,  in  Ingham  county.  Referred  to  conunittee  on  in- 
ternal improvement. 

By  Mr.  Convis,  of  Calhoun, 

Of  D.  H.  Daniels  and  others,  to  authorize  the  Detroit  and  St. 
Joseph  railroad  company  to  use  the  Chicago  road.  Refenod  to 
the  committee  on  the  judiciary. 

Also,  of  Stephen  H.  Willis  and  others,  to  (Organize  a  certain 
township. 

Mr.  Kingsley,  from  the  judiciary  committee,  reported  a  bill 
entitled  ^  An  act  to  authorize  the  administrators  on  the  estate  of 
Israel  Owen,  late  of  the  county  of  Monroe,  to  make  and  execute 
a  deed  for  certain  real  estate,^  which  was  read  the  first  and 
second  time  and  laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Con\'is, 

Resclvedy  That  the  clerk  of  the  House  fumi^  the  fiscal 
agent  of  this  state  the  names  of  the  members  and  officers  of  this 
House,  with  the  distance  of  their  residence  from  the  seat  of  go- 
vernment. 

Mr.  Ely  laid  on  the  table  the  following  resolution : 

JReidved '  by  the  Seriate  and  House  of  Representaiwes  of  the 
State  of  Michigan,  That  our  senators  be  instructed,  and  our 
representative  in  Congress  be  requested,  to  use  their  influence  to 
procure  the  passage  of  a  law  making  appropriations  for  light- 
houses, and  the  improvement  of  the  harbors  at  Grand  river,  Kal- 
amazoo river,  New  Bufialo,  and  north  and  south  Black  river. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Convis, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  judiciary  be  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  the  passage  of  an  act  to  authorize 
a  company  to  improve  the  Kalamazoo  river,  by  slack  water  na- 
vigation, and  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lothrop, 

The  sixteenth  rule  was  suspended,  and  he  moved  a  recon- 
sideration of  the  vote  taken  on  the  adoption  of  the  resolution  of 
the  3d  instant,  illative  to  the  clerks  furnishing  copies  of  newspa- 
pers to  the  members,  which,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Convis,  was  de- 
cided by  yeas  and  nays,  in  the  affirmative,  as  follows : 
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Mr.  Butler, 
Mr.  Ballard, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Cressey, 
Mr.  Calkin, 
Mr.  Convis, 
Mr.  Eldred, 
Mr.  Ferrington, 


YEAS. 

JVfr.  Haskins, 
Mr.  Lothrop, 
Mr.  Levake, 
Mr.  Martin, 
Mr.  McKeen, 
Mr.  Purdy, 
Mr.  Phillips, 


Mr.  Ralph, 

Mr.  Joseph  Smith, 

Mr.  Shellhouse, 

Mr.  Thayer, 

Mn  Wing, 

Mr.  Yerkes, 

Mr.  Speaker,         22 


Mr.  Alden, 
Mr,  Almy, 
Mr.  Brown, 
Mr.  Bingham, 
Mn  Burbank, 
Mr.  Colbath, 
'  Mr.  Ely, 


Mr.  King, 
Mr.  Lee, 
Mr.  McGaffey, 
Mr.  Job  Smith* 
Mr.  Shattuck, 
Mr.  Ward, 


NAYS. 

Mr.  Farrington, 

Mr.  Finch, 

Mr.  Gilbert, 

Mr.  Herrington, 

Mr.  Howe, 

Mr.  Kellogg,  Mr.  Ward,  20 

Mr.  Kingsley,  ^ 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Kingsley,  it  was  then 

Resolved^  That  each  member  of  this  House  be  authorized  to 
procure  for  himself,  at  the  expense  of  the  state,  such  newspa- 
pers as  they  may  respectively  direct,  not  exceeding  the  price  of 
one  daily  paper. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ward, 

Resoloedj  That  the  committee  on  internal  improvements  be 
directed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  improving  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  St.  Joseph  and  Grand  rivers,  by  slack  water  naviga- 
tion, and  to  report  to  this  House  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  McKeen,  of  Lapeer,  gave  notice  that  he  should,  on  a  fu- 
ture day,  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  authorizing  the  supervisors 
of  the  county  of  Lapeer  to  loan  money  for  the  erectiop  of  county 
builJings. 

Mr.  Butler,  of  Lenawee,  gave  notice  that  on  some  future  day 
he  should  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  authorize  the  board  of 
supervisors  of  the  county  of  Lenawee,  to  raise  money  to  erect  a 
court-house  and  jail  in  said  county. 

On  motion,  adjourned. 
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Tuesday^  January  10, 1887. 

The  roll  being  called,  the  journal  of  the  previous  day  was 
read. 

The  following  petitions  were  presented  and  severally  referred: 

By  Mr.  Wisner,  of  Oakland, 

Of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  village  of  Pontiac,  praying  an  act 
of  incorporation  for  said  village.  Referred  to  committee  on 
banks  and  incorporations. 

By  Mr.  Lothrop,  of  Kalamazoo, 

Of  Salmon  Gregory  and  others,  of  Kalamazoo  county,  pray- 
ing to  be  set  off  and  organized  into  a  separate  township.  Re- 
ferred  to  committee  on  organization  of  towns  and  counties. 

By  Mr.  Eldred,  of  Kalamazoo* 

Of  the  board  of  trustees  of  the  Michigan  and  Aurora  insti- 
tute, praying  for  an  alteration  in  their  charter.  Referred  to 
committee  on  education. 

By  Mr.  Felch,  of  Monroe, 

Of  sundry  citizens  of  the  village  of  Monroe^  praymg  for  an  act 
to  incorporate  "  The  Merchants'  and  Mechanics'  bank"  at  Mon- 
roe.    Referred  to  committee  on  banks  and  incorporations. 

Mr.  Felch,  of  Monroe,  from  the  committee  on  enrolment 
reported  as  correctly  enrolled,  "  A  joint  resolution  to  provide  lor 
the  appomtment  of  fis?^  agent  of  the  legislature.** 

Mr.  Kingsley,  of  Washtenaw,  from  the  judiciary  committee, 
to  which  was  referred  so  much  of  the  Governor's  message  as  re- 
lates to  the  revision  of  the  laws ;  also,  the  communication  of  the 
commissioners  appointed  to  revise  the  laws;  reported  a  joint  re- 
solution, which  was  read  the  first  and  second  time,  laid  on  the* 
table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Eldred, 

Sesoloed^  That  the*  Hon:  Chief  Justice  of  the  state  of  MidH- 
gan  be  requested  to  report  to  this  House  a  list  of  such  laws  a» 
in  his  opinion  require  the  immediate  attention  of  this  legislature; 

A  message  was  received  froHi  the  Executive,  through  Mr» 
Jackson,  his  private  secretary,  announcing  his  approval  of  the 
joint  resolution  in  relation  to  the  appointment  of  a  fiscal  agent 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Alden,  of  Branch, 

Besohtd^  That  the  committee  on  the  judiciary  be  instructed 
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to  inquire  into  the  power  and  expediency  of  this  legislature  to 
pass  an  act  declaring  the  Coldwater  river,  below  the  Chicago 
road,  and  the  St  Joseph  river,  between  the  junction  of  the  Cold- 
wftler  with  the  St.  Joseph,  and  the  cast  line  of  town  five,  south 
of  range  eight  east,  a  public  highway  ;  and  that  they  report  by 
bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Ward,  of  Berrien,  offered  the  following  joint  resolution, 
which  was  read  the  first  and  second  time,  laid  on  the  table  and 
ordered  to  be  printed.         * 

^  A  resolution  instructing  our  senators  and  representative  in 
Congress  relative  to  pre-emption  claims.'' 

Besdved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
State  of  Michigan^  That  our  senators  in'  Congress  be  instructed, 
and  our  representative  requested,  to  procure  the  passage  of  a 
law  graxiting  pre-emption  rights  to  actual  settlers  on  government 
lands. 

Mr.  Convis,  of  Calhoun,  gave  notice  that  on  some  future  day 
he  would  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  fixing  the  seat  of  govern* 
ment  until  the  year  1847. 

Mr.  Monfore,  of  Macomb,  gave  notice  that  on  a  future  day  he 
would  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  biU  to  incorporate  the  Michigan 
insurance  and  loan  company. 

Mr.  Ward,  of  Berrien,  gave  notice  that  on  some  future  day  he 
would  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  organize  township  six  south, 
of  range  seventeen  west 

Mr.  Lothrop,  of  Kalamazoo,  firom  the  select  committee  on 
elections,  reported  the  following  resolution,  which  was  read  and 
laid  on  the  table. 

Betfolvedhy  the  House  of  Representatives  of  ttie  State  &f  MieM-- 
gan^  That  Jefierson  G.  Thurber  be,  and  is  hereby,  appointed  a 
commissioner  under  the  direction  of  the  select  committee  of  elec* 
tions,  to  take  depositions,  examine  witnesses  and  certify  the 
same,  in  case  of  the  contested  election  in  the  county  off  St  Clair, 
between  John  S.  Heath  and  Elijah  J.  Roberts. 

Mr;  Ely,  of  Allegan,  called  up  the  joint  resolution  instructing 
our  senators  and  representative  in  Congress,  relative  to  light* 
hooaes  and  harbors,  by  him  laid  on  the  table  yesterday,  whiob, 
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.  after  being  read,  was,  on  motion,  referred  to  the  committee  od 
internal  improvement. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wing,  of  Monroe, 

Resdvedf  That  tiie  select  committee  to  whom  the  election  re^ 
turns  from  the  county  of  St.  Clair  were  referred,  be  dischaiged 
from  the  further  consideration  of  sai  J  returns,  and  the  documents 
accompanying  the  same,  and  that  the  same  be  referred  to  a  com* 
mittee  of  the  whole  House. 

On  motion,  the  House  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the 
whole,  Mr.  Alden  in  the  chah",  on  sundry  papers  and  documents 
relative  to  the  election  for  members  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives from  the  county  of  St  Clair,  and  after  spending  some  time 
therein,  the  committee  rose  and  reported  progress,  and  asked  and 
obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 

The  following  communication  was  received  from  the  Senate 
through  their  clerk : 

Mr.  Speaker — In  pursuance  of  the  rules  of  the  Senate,  I 
herewith  return  to  the  Houseof  Representatives,  without  amend- 
ment, the  "  Resolution  relative  to  the  investigation  of  bank  diar* 
ters  ;**  and  am  directed  to  hiform  the  House  of  Represectatives, 
that  Messrs.  Manning  and  Ellis  have  been  appointed  the  com- 
mittee on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  in  pursuance  of  said  resolution^ 
I  also  herewith  transmit  a  memorial  to  the  Congress  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  relative  to  Indians  living  within  the  state  of  Michigan, 
which  has  been  adopted  by  the  Senate,  and  in  which  they  respect- 
fully ask  the  concurrence  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

On  motion,  the  memorial  above  alluded  to,  was  read  and  re** 
ferred  to  the  committee  on  Indian  affairs. 

On  motion,  the  communication  and  documents  referred  to  in 
the  communication  of  the  Executive,  were  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  internal  improvements. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mosely,  of  Saginaw, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  internal  improvements  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  passing  an  act  to  in- 
corporate the  Pontiac  and  Huron  river  canal  company. 

Mr.  Convis,  of  Calhoun,  gave  notice  that  on  some  fiiture  day 
he  should  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled 
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^  An  act  to  authorize  tlie  board  of  supervisors  of  Calhoun  coun- 
ty to  borrow  certain  sums  of  maney." 

Mr.  Shellhouse  gave  notice  that  on  some  future  day  he  would 
ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled  ^  An  act  to 
regulate  highways." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Monfore,  of  Macomb, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  banks  and  incorporations  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  passing  a  law  incor- 
porating the  **  Michigan  insurance  and  loan  company," 

On  motion,  adjourned. 


Wednesday,  January  11. 

The  roll  being  called,  the  journal  of  the  previous  day  was  read. 

The  Chan:  announced  Messrs.  Wing,  Convis  and  Ward,  as 
the  committee  on  the  part  of  the  House  to  investigate  the  condi- 
tion of  the  several  banks  in  this  state,  in  pursuance  of  a  joint  reso. 
lution  on  this  subject,  heretofore  passed  both  houses. 

The  following  petitions  were  presented  and  severally  referred; 

By  Mr.  Ward,  of  Berrien, 

Of  sundry  inhabitants  of  Niles,  Berrien  county,  for  a  bank  at 
INiles.    Referred  to  the  committee  on  banks  and  incorporations. 

By  Mr.  Calkin,  of  Macomb, 

Of  sundry  inhabitants  of  Clinton,  in  said  county,  for  the  organi- 
zation of  a  new  township.  Referred  to  the  committee  on  organi- 
zation of  towns,  and  counties. 

By  Mr.  Ward,  of  Berrien, 

Of  Robert  S.  Grifiin,  for  the  passage  of  an  act  authorizing 
him  to  convey  certain  land.  Referred  to  th3  committee  on  the 
judiciary. 

Mr.  Alden,  of  Branch,  presented  a  remonstrance  from  sundry 
inhabitants  of  Branch  county,  remonstrating  against  the  removal 
of  the  seat  of  justice  of  said  county.  Referred  to  the  committee 
on  the  removal  of  seats  of  justice.         : 

Mr.  Butler,  of  Lenawee,  from  the  committee  on  elections,  to 
whom  were  referred  certain  documents  relative  to  the  election  of 
a  member  of  the  House  of  Representatives  from  the  counties  of 
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Saginaw  and  Genesee,  made  the  following  reporU  and  moved 
to  be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the  subject 

As  chairman  of  the  committee  on  elections,  I  am  instructed  to 
make  the  following  report,  in  the  case  of  Wm.  F.  M osely,  of 
Saginaw  county,  and  Jeremiah  R.  Smith,  of  the  county  of  Geoe-^ 
see,  in  the  matter  of  the  contested  election  in  those  counties. 

REPORT. 

Your  committee,  having  given  to  the  subject  a  careful  exanuna- 
tion  have  agreed  unanimously  to  report  the  following  facts  for  the 
consideration  of  this  House. 

It  appears  from  the  returns  of  the  county  clerk  of  the  county  of 
Saginaw,  under  his  official  seal,  that  William  F.  Mosely,  of  the 
said  county  of  Saginaw,  received  the  highest  number  of  votes  for 
a  member  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  in  tliat  county ;  dnd 
by  reference  to  the  law  organizing  said  county,  it  appears  that 
the  same  was  organized  before  the  formati<xi  of  the  constitution, 
and  was,  by  said  constitution,  entitled  to  a  member  of  the  House 
of  Representatives.  Your  committee  are  therefore  of  ofHnioa 
that  William  F.  Mosely  is  entitled  to  a  seat  as  a  member  legal- 
ly returned  from  the  county  of  Saginaw. 

Your  committee  would  further  report  that  they  have  in  their 
possession  the  certificate  of  the  county  clerk  of  the  county  of 
Genesee,  under  his  official  seal,  declaring  that  Jeremiah  R,  Smith, 
of  said  county,  did  receive  at  the  annual  election  held  the  first 
Monday  of  November  and  the  Tuesday  following,  in  the  daid 
bounty  and  the  county  attached  to  it  for  judicial  purposes,  1 1 5 
votes;  Jeremiah  Riggs  eO;  and  William  F.  Mosely'  9.  We 
have  likewise  in  our  possession  an  affidavit  made  by  Lyman 
Stow,  one  of  the  board  of  canvassers  of  the  said  county  of  Gene* 
see,  who  was  authorized  by  the  said  board  to  carry  the  said  re- 
turns to  the  clerk's  office  of  the  county  of  Saginaw,  and  that  he 
arrived  at  the  said  office  the  fourteenth  of  November,  1836,  and 
presented  the  same  to  the  clerk,  and  he  refused  to  receive  them* 

On  refernng  to  the  law  organizing  the  said  county  of  Genesee^ 
we  find  the  same  was  organized  the  eighth  of  March,  1886,  after 
the  formation  of  the  constitution,  and  that  Shiawassee  was  yAsjed 
to  it  for  judicial  purposes.  So  fax  as  the  question  of  the  returns 
sent  from  the  board  of  canvassers  of  Genesee  to  the  county  clerk 


r 


Jan.  IL]     HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES.  68 

of  SaginaWy  and  the  fact  of  their  not  being  received  by  the  said 
clerk ;  and  likewise  the  constitutional  question  of  the  right  of  the 
county  of  Genesee  and  Shiawassee  to  elect  a  member  Xo  this 
House,  your  committee  decline  giving  an  opinion ;  all  which,  to* 
gether  with  the  accompanying  documents,  are  respectfully  sub- 
mitted. 

On  motion, 

The  report  of  the  committee  was  accepted,  and  the  committee 
discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the  subject 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Alden,  of  Branch, 

The  report  and  accompanying  documents  were  referred  to 
a  committee  of  the  whole  House. 

The  resolution  prescribing  the  residence  of  the  Attorney  Gen- 
eral, havii^  been  made  the  special  order  of  the  day  for  to-day, 
was  taken  up,  and  on  motion  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McGafiey,  of  St  Joseph, 

The  bill  to  "  authorize  Morris  S.  Hutchins  to  convey  certain 
land,"  was  taken  up  and  committed  to  the  committee  of  the 
whole  House. 

On  motion. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  committee  of  the  whole,  Mr. 
Lothrop  in  the  chair,  on  the  above  bill,  and  after  spending  some 
time  therein,  the  committee  rose  and  reported  the  same  to  the 
House,  with  sundry  amendments,  which  were  concurced  in. 
Said  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time  to-day. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Convis, 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  committee  of  the  whole,  Mr. 
Howe  in  the  chair,  on  the  report  and  accompanying  documents 
reported  by  the  chairman  of  the  committee  on  elections,  in  the 
matter  of  the  election  of  a  member  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives from  the  counties  of  Lenawee  and  Genesee,  and  after  spend- 
ing some  time  therdn,  the  committee  rose,  reported  progress,  ^ 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Felch,  of  Monroe, 

Ordered^  That  the  report  of  the  committee  on  elections  above  - 
referred  to,  be  printed. 

Mr.  Ward  asked  and  obtained  leave  of  absence  for  Mr.  Butler, 
until  Monday  next 
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Mr.  Cressey  asked  and  obtained  leave  of  absence  for  Mr. 
Finch  until  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Alden  presented  the  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of 
Blanch  county,  praying  for  a  charter  for  a  railroad.  Referred  to 
the  committee  on  internal  improvement. 

On  motion,  the  House  adjourned. 


Thursday^  January  12.  • 

The  roll  being  called,  the  journal  of  the  previous  day  was  readj 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Finch,  of  Lenawee, 

The  fourteenth  rule  was  suspended,  and  the  House,  Mr.  Howe 
in  the  chair,  resumed  in  committee  of  the  whole,  the  considera- 
tion of  the  report  of  the  committee  on  elections,  with  the  accom- 
panying documents,  in  the  matter  of  the  contested  election  of  a 
member  of  the  House  of  Representatives  from  the  counties  of 
Saginaw,  Genesee  and  Shiawassee,  and  after  spending  some 
time  therein,  the  committee  rose  and  reported  the  following  reso- 
lution to  the  House. 

Resolved^  That  the  counties  of  Saginaw,  Genesee  and  Shia- 
wassee, constitute,  by  the  constitution,  one  election  district,  and  are 
entitled  to  but  one  representative  in  this  House,  and  that  said 
representati\*e  may  be  a  resident  of  any  part  of  said  district 

The  question  being  upon  concurring  in  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee, the  first  branch  of  the  resolution  was  concurred  in  by 
yeas  41,  nays  3. 

The  question  being  upon  the  second  branch  of  the  resolution,  it 
was  also  concurred  in,  yeas  31,  nays  16. 

Mr.  Burbank  offered  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolvedy  That  Mr.  Mosely  is  entitled  to  a  seat  in  this  House, 
from  the  district  composed  of  Saginaw,  Genesee  and  Shiawassee, 
as  a  representative  from  said  district. 

Mr.  Purdy  offered  the  following  as  a  substitute  to  the  above 
resolution : 

Resolved^  That  as  Jeremiah  R.  Smith  did  receive  a  plurality  of 
votes  for  representative  from  the  representative  district  composed 
of  the  counties  of  Saginaw,  Genesee  and  Shiawassee,  he  is  justly 
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entitled  to  a  seat  in  this  House,  and  that  the  seat  of  Mr.  Mosely 
ought  to  be  and  is  hereby  vacated. 

Mr.  McGaffey  then  offered  the  following  resolution  as  an 
amendment  and  substitute,  which  was  adopted: 

Rbsolved^  That  a  special  committee  of  five  members  be  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  and  report  to  this  House  as  speedily  as  possible, 
the  number  of  votes  that  Mr.  Mosely  and  Mr.  Smith  respectively 
received  in  the  representative  district  of  Saginaw,  Genesee  and 
Shiawassee. 

The  Chair  announced  the  following  as  said  committee :  Messrs. 
McGaffey,  Wisner,  Convis,  Burbank  and  Felch. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lothrop,  the  engrossed  bill  entitled  **  A  bill 
to  authorize  Morris  S,  Hutchins  and  others  to  convey  certain 
land,"  was  taken  up,  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

The  following  petitions  were  presented  and  severally  referred : 

By  Mr.  Ward,  of  Berrien, 

Of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Allegan,  for  a  bank  at 
Allegan.    Referred  to  the  committee  on  banks  and  incorporations. 

By  Mr.  Almy,  of  Kent, 

Of  Lucius  Lyon,  for  the  privilege  of  erecting  a  dam  across  the 
Grand  and  Thorn  Apple  rivers.  Referred  to  the  committee  on 
internal  improvement 

By  Mr.  Burbank,  of  Oakland, 

Of  George  Olto  and  others,  for  a  division  of  a  certain  township 
in  Jackson  county.  Referred  to  the  committee  on  organization  of 
towns  and  counties. 

By  Mr.  Ward,  of  Berrien, 

Of  sundry  inhabitants  of  Niles,  for  a  bank  at  Niles.  Referred 
to  the  committee  on  banks  and  incorporations. 

By  Mr.  Farrington,  of  Monroe, 

Of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Monroe,  praying  for  an 
equalization  of  taxes  on  real  estate. 

On  motion,  the  above  petition  was  referred  to  a  select  commit- 
tee of  five. 

By  Mr,  Alden,  of  Branch, 

Of  sundry  inhabitants  of  St  Joseph  and  Branch  counties, 
praying  the  appointment  of  commissioners  to  lay  out  "a  certain 
road. 
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Also  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  Branch  county,  for  a  bank  at 
Coldwater.  Referred  to  the  committee  on  banks  and  incorpora- 
tions. 

Mr.  Mosely,  from  the  committee  on  Indian  affairs,  to  whom 
was  referred  a  memorial  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  re- 
lative to  the  Indians  living  within  the  limits  of  the  state  of  Mi- 
chigan, reported  the  same  to  the  House  without  amendment ; 
which  report  was  concurred  in. 

Mr.  Kingsley,  from  the  committee  on  the  judiciary,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Robert  S.  Griffin,  praying  for  the 
passage  of  an  act  authorizing  his  son  to  convey  certain  land ; 
and  the  petition  of  Emeline  Case  and  Dwight  A.  Lyman,  pray- 
ing that  the  widow  of  George  W.  Case  be  authorized  to  convey 
certain  land,  reported  adverse  to  the  prayer  of  tlie  petitioners,  and 
asked  to  be  discharged  from  further  consideration  of  the  subject. 
The  report  of  the  committee  was  concurred  in,  and  the  commit- 
tee discharged. 

Mr.  Kingsley,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom  was  referred 
certain  resolutions  heretofore  adopted,  instructing  said  committee 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  establishing  a  fourth  judicial  cir- 
cuit ;  also  the  propriety  and  expediency  of  instituting  a  court  of 
common  pleas,  reported  that  they  deem  it  inexpedient  to  establish 
a  fourth  judicial  circuit,  and  adverse  to  instituting  a  court  of  com- 
mon pleas. 

On  motion. 

The  report  on  the  first  resolution  was  concurred  in^  and  the 
committee  discharged  from  further  consideration  of  the  subjecL 

The  report  on  the  second  resolution  was,  on  motion,  laid  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  Bingham,  of  Livingston,  laid  on  the  table  the  following 
resoliition  : 

Resolvedy  That  the  county  of  Kalamazoo  and  the  counties  of 
Allegan  and  Barry,  are  entitled  to  but  two  representatives  in  this 
House. 

Mr.  Shellhouse,  of  St.  Joseph,  laid  on  the  table  the  following  : 

Resolved,  That  on  and  after  Monday  next  there  shall  be  two 
sessions  pf  this  House  each  day,  commencing  at  10  o'clock,  A.  M., 
and  half-past  2,  P.  M.,  until  otherwise  ordered. 
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Mr.  Lothrop,  of  Kalamazoo,  laid  on  the  table  the  following : 

Resolvedy  That  no  member  of  this  House  shall  be  entitled  to 
his  per  diem  allowance  except  for  the  time  he  is  in  attendance, 
unless  detained  from  attending  this  House  by  sickness. 

Mr.  Felch  asked  and  obtained  leave  of  absence  for  Mr.  Wing, 
until  Monday  next. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Felch, 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  Mr. 
Convis  in  the  chair,  on  the  bill  entitled  "  A  bill  to  autfiorize  the 
administrator  on  the  estate  of  Israel  Owen,  late  of  the  county  of 
Monroe  and  state  of  Michigan,  deceased,  to  make  and  execute  a 
deed  of  certain  real  estate,"  and  after  spending  some  time  there- 
in, the  committee  rose  and  reported  the  same  to  the  Hcuse,  with 
sundry  amendments,  which  were  concurred  in. 

On  motion,  said  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a 
third  time  to-dav. 

On  motion,  said  bill  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

On  motion,  adjourned. 


Friday y  January  13. 

The  roll  being  called,  the  journal  of  the  previous  day  was  read. 

The  following  petitions  were  presented  and  severally  referred: 

By  Mr.  Ward,  of  Berrien. 

Of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  state,  for  a  charter  of  a  bank  to 
be  located  in  the  city  of  Detroit.  On  motion,  the  petition  was 
read  and  refer;-ed  to  the  committee  on  banks  and  incorporations. 

By  Mr.  Cass,  of  Lenawee, 

Of  sundry  inhabitants  of  t  -linton,  Lenawee  county,  for  a  char- 
ter for  a  railroad  from  Gibraltar  to  Clinton.  Referred  to  com- 
mittee on  internal  improvement. 

The  following  communication  was  received  from  the  Senate 
through  their  secretary : 

Mr.  Speaker — In  pursuance  of  the  rules  of  the  Senate,  I 
herewith  transmit  for  the  concurrence  of  thfe  House  of  Represen- 
tatives, two  bills  which  have  passed  the  Senate,  entitled  ^  A  bill 


■  *  * 
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to  fix  the  time  of  the  annual  meeting  of  the  legislature,"  and  "  A 
bill  to  authorize  David  Gilbert,  a  minor,  to  sell  certain  land  there- 
in described.'* 

Mr.  Lolhrop,  of  Kalamazoo,  from  the  committee  on  banks  and 
incorporations,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  sundry  in- 
habitants of  the  village  of  Coldwater,  in  Branch  county,  praying 
for  aA  act  to  incorporate  said  village,  reported  a  bill  entitled  "  A 
bill  to  incorporate  the  village  of  Coldwater,  in  the  county  of 
Branch,"  which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time  by  its  title,  laid 
on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mn  Cressey,  of  Lenawee,  from  the  committee  on  the  organi- 
zation of  towns  and  counties,  to  whom  was  referred  a  petition  of 
sundry  inhabitants  of  Clinton  county,  praying  for  the  removal  of 
the  seat  of  justice  of  said  county,  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  be 
discharged  from  the  consideration  of  the  subject,  and  moved  that 
said  petition  be  committed  to  the  committee  on  the  removal  of 
seats  of  justice,  which  motion  was  carried. 

Mr.  Kingsley,  of  Washtenaw,  from  the  committee  on  the  ju- 
diciary, reported  a  bill  to  regulate  the  interest  of  money,  which 
was  read  the  first  and  second  time  and  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Convis,  of  Calhoun, 

Betohed^  That  all  bills  or  joint  resolutions,  after  being  read 
the  first  and  second  time,  shall  be  laid  on  the  table  and  printed, 
unless  otherwise  ordered  by  this  House. 

Mr.  Ward,  of  Berrien,  called  up  the  resolution  *'  instructing 
our  senators  and  representative  in  Congress  relative  to  pre- 
emption claims." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Convis,  of  Calhoun, 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  Mr. 
Kingsley  in  the  chair,  on  the  above  resolution,  and  also  on  the 
resolution  instructing  our  senators  and  representative  in  Con- 
gress, relative  to  light-houses  and  harbors,  and  after  spending 
some  time  therein,  the  committee  rose  and  reported  the  same  to 
the  House  with  sundry  amendments,  which  were  concurred  in. 

Mr.  Lothrop,  of  Kalamazoo,  moved  to  amend  the  resolution 
instructing  our  senators  and  requesting  our  representative  in 
Congress,  relative  to  pre-emption  clain  s,  by  adding  the  foUov- 
ing :  '^  on  the  following  principles,  to  wit :  that  no  person  who 
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has  had  the  benefit  of  a  former  pre-emption  law,  shall  be  entitled 
to  the  benefit  of  this  law,  por  shall  any  person  who  has.  sold  one 
claim  and  made  another,  be  entitled  to  a  pre-emption  right." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Felch,  the  resolution  and  amendment  was 
laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  McGaffcy,  of  St.  Joseph,  moved  to  refer  the  resolution 
instructing  our  senators   and  representative   in  Congress,  rela 
tive  to  light-houses  and  harbors,  with  the  amendment  thereto,  to 
a  select  committee. 

Mr.  Convis,  of  Calhoun,  moved  to  amend  the  same,  by  refer- 
ring said  resolution  and  amendments  to  the  committee  on  the  ju- 
diciary, which  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Convis, 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  on 
the  joint  resolution,  "allowing  the  commissioner  appointed  by 
law  to  prepare,  digest  and  arrange  a  code  of  laws  for  the  go- 
vernment of  the  people  of  this  state,  further  time  to  report  the 
result  of  his  labors  in  the  premises,"  and  after  spending  some 
time  therein,  rose  and  reported  the  same  to  the  House  with  an 
amendment,  which  was  concuned  in. 

On  motion,  the  above  resolution  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Burbank,  of  Oakland,  asked  and  obtained  leave  of  absence 
for  Mr.  Gilbert,  until  Wednesday  next. 

Mr.  .Smith,  of  Cass,  on  leave  granted,  offered  the  following  re- 
solution, which  was  adopted. 

Besolved,  That  the  select  committee  to  whom  was  referred 
the  petition  praying  for  an  act  to  equalize  taxation  on  real  estate, 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing  by  law 
for  the  election  of  one  county  assessor  for  each  organized  county 
in  this  state. 

On  motion,  adjourned. 


Saturday 9  January  14. 
The  roll'  being  called,  the  journal  of  the  previous  day  was  read. 
The  following  petitions  were  presented  and  severally  referred. 
By  Mr.  Smith,  of  Cass, 
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Of  sundry  inhabitants  of  said  county,  praying  for  the  organiza^ 
tioD  of  a  certain  township  in  said  county.  Referred  to  committee 
on  the  organization  of  towns  and  counties. 

By  Mr.  Lee,  of  Washtenaw, 

Of  sundry  inhabitants  of  Washtenaw  and  Wayne  counties, 
praying  for  the  appointment  of  commissioners  to  lay  out  a  cer- 
tain road.     Referred  to  the  committee  on  roads  and  bridges. 

By  Mr.  Alden,  of  Branch, . 

Of  sundry  inhabitants  of  said  county,  praying  for  the  organiza- 
tion of  a  certain  township  in  said  county.  Referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  the  organization  of  towns  and  counties. 

Mr.  McGaffey,  of  St.  Joseph,  from  the  select  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  report  of  the  committ6e  on  elections,  with 
the  accompanying  documents  relative  to  the  contested  election  for 
a  member  of  the  House  of  Representatives  from  the  counties  of 
Saginaw,  Genesee  and  Shiawassee,  made  the  following  report, 
which,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Convis,  was  laid  on  the  table  and  made 
the  special  order  of  the  day  for  Wednesday  next 

REPORT. 

The  committee  on  the  contested  election  from  the  representa- 
tive district  composed  of  Saginaw,  Genesee  and  Shiawassee,  beg 
leave  to  report  that  they  have  had  the  subject  under  consideration, 
but  are  unable  to  find  the  official  return  of  the  late  election  in  the 
county  of  Saginaw.  Although  it  has  passed  through  the  hands  of  a 
former  committee,  as  appears  by  their  report,  it  cannot  now  be 
found ;  it  is  either  lost  or  mislaid,  and  we  have  no  documentary 
evidence  showing  what  number  of  votes  were  given  for  William 
F.  Mosely,  without  sending  to  the  county  of  Saginaw.  But  your 
committee  understood  Mr.  Mosely  to  admit  that  Mr.  Smith  had 
the  highest  number  of  votes  for  representative  in  said  district,  and 
as  the  fact  has  never  been  contested,  the  committee  feel  warranted 
in  saying,  that  so  far  as  number  of  votes  was  requisite,  Mr.  Smith 
would  have  been  elected  to  a  seat  in  this  House,  if  all  the  votes  in 
said  district  are  considered.  But  your  committee  find  much  to 
cause  them  to  believe  that  neither  of  the  candidates  have  been 
elected,  and  the  returns  made  strictly  in  pursuance  with  the  pro- 
visions of  the  constitution ;  therefore. 

Resolved,  That  the  seat  of  William  F.  Mosely,  from  the  dis- 
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trict  composed  of  Saginaw,  Genesee  and  Shiawassee,  be,  and  the 
same  is  herebv,  vacated. 

Besoloedy  That  the  question  upon  the  contested  election  from 
said  district  be  referred  back  to  the  people. 

Resolved,  That  William  F.  Mosely  and  J.  R.  Smith,  be  privi- 
leged to  sit  in  this  House  until  a  new  election  takes  place,  with 
the  privileges  of  other  members,  except  the  right  of  voting. 

N.  McGAFFEY,  Chairman. 

Mr.  Convis,  of  Calhoun,  from  previous  notice  given,  and  upon 
leave  granted,  introduced  ^  A  bill  to  repeal  so  much  of  the  second 
section  as  relates  to  the  rate  of  interest,  of  an  act  entitled  'An  act 
to  authorize  the  board  of  supervisors  of  certain  counties  therein 
named,  to  borrow  certain  sums  of  money,  and  for  other  purposes,' 
approved  March  24,  1836,"  which  was  read  the  first  and  second 
time  and  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  that  the  printing  be  dis- 
pensed with. 

Mr.  Ely,  of  Allegan,  laid  on  the  table  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  internal  improvement  be, 
and  they  are  hereby,  directed  not  to  make  any  reports  on  the  pe- 
titions referred  to^  them  for  the  construction  ot  railroads,  until 
some  future  action  of  this  House  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  McGaffey,  from  St.  Joseph,  offered  the  followii^  resolution, 
which,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Convis,  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  printing  be  authorized  to  em- 
ploy any  means  they  may  think  proper  to  obtain  the  necessary 
printing  required  for  the  business  of  this  House. 

The  following  bills  from  the  Senate,  were  taken  up,  read  the 
first  and  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  judi* 
ciary. 

*^  A  bill  to  authorize  David  Gilbert,  a  minor,  to  sell  certain  land 
therein  described."  Also,  "  A  hill  to  fix  the  time  of  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  legislature." 

The  engrossed  resolution,  **  A  joint  resoluticm  allowing  the  com- 
missioner appointed  by  law  to  prepare  a  code  of  laws  for  the 
government  of  the  people  of  this  state,  further  time  to  report  the 
result  of  his  labors  in  the  premises,  being  under  consideratioii^ 
was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

The  joint  resolution  instructing  our  senators  and  requesting  our 
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representative  in  Congress  relative  to  pre-emption  claims,  was 
taken  up;  the  question  being  upon  the  amendment  offered  yester- 
day by  Mr.  Lothrop,  Mr.  Alden  moved  that  the  resolution  and  the 
amendment  be  laid  upon  the  table,  which  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Ralph  then  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  by  substitu- 
ting the  following: 

**  Resolved^  That  our  Senators  in  Congress  be  instructed  and 
our  representative  requested,  to  procure  the  passage  of  a  law  grant* 
ing  pre-emption  rights  to  all  actual  settlers  upon  eighty  acres  of 
land,  provided  said  settler  does  not  own  any  land  in  any  of  the 
United  States.'' 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Convis, 

Said  resolution  and  amendments  were  referred  to  a  select  com- 
mittee of.6ve  members. 

Mr.  J.  R.  Smith,  of  Genesee,  by  consent  given,  presented  a  pe- 
tition of  sundiy  inhabitants  of  Genesee,  praying  for  a  bank  at 
Flint  river,  in  said  county.  Referred  to  committee  on  banks  and 
incorporations. 

Mr.  Alden,  of  Branch,  *  gave  notice  that  at  a  future  day  he 
would  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  incorporation  of  a  wool 
growing  and  nianufacturing  company  in  Union  city,  Branch  coun- 
ty- 

Mr.  McKeen,  of  Lapeer,  gave  notice  that  he  should,  on  a  fu- 
ture day,  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  incorporate  the  stock- 
holders of  the  Lapeer  county  bank.  ' 

Mr.  Lee  gave  notice  that  he  would,  on  some  future  day,  ask 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  incorporate  a  bank  at  the  village  of 
Dexter,  with  a  capital  of  one 'hundred  thousand  dollars,  with  pri- 
vilege to  increase  the  same  to  five  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

Mr.  McKeen,  of  Lapeer,  from  previous  notice  given,  on  leave 
granted,  brought  in  a  bill  entitled  "  An  act  to  authorize  the  board 
of  supervisors  of  the  county  of  Lapeer,  to  loan  a  certain  sum  of 
money,"  which  was  read  the  first  and  second  time  and  laid  upon 
the  table. 

The  rule  being  suspended,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Convis,  the  bill  in- 
troduced by  him  this  morning,  was  taken  up,  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed and  read  a  third  time  to-day.  Said  engrossed  bill  was 
taken  up,  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 
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The  Chair,  by  consent,  presented  the  petiticm  of  N.  R  Carpen- 
ter, praying  relief  from  a  certain  fine.  Referred  to  the  commit* 
tee  on  the  judiciary. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Cass,  from  previous  notice  given,  asked  and  ob'* 
lained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  organize  the  county  of  Van  Bu- 
i^n. 

On  motion,  adjourned 


Monday t  Jcaitiary  10. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment 

The  roll  being  called,  the  journal  of  the  preceding  day  was 
read. 

The  following  petitions  w«re  read  and  severally  referred  s 

By  Mr.  Mosely,  of  Saginaw, 

Of  sundry  inhabitants  of  said  county,  for  a  bank  at  the  city  of 
Saginaw.  Referred  to  the  committee  on  banks  and  incorpoera- 
%ions. 

Also,  a  petition  of  G,  D.  Williams  and  others,  for  a  canal  con- 
necting the  waters  of  the  Saginaw  and  Grand  rivers*  Referred 
to  the  committee  on  internal  improvements 

By  Mr.  Ward,  of  Berrien, 

Of  Wessell  Whittaker  and  others,  praying  for  the  temovaU  of 
the  seat  of  justice  erf  Berrien  county.  Referred  to  the  committee 
on  removal  of  seats  of  justice. 

Also,  a  remonstrance  of  the  inhabitants  on  the  Indian  reserva- 
tion,  opposite  Niles  and  Bertrand,  in  Berrien  county,  praying  for 
the  security  of  their  rights  as  settlers  on  said  reservation.  Re- 
ferred to  committee  on  university  and  school  lands. 

By  Mr.  Convis,  of  Calhoun, 

Of  certain  inhabitants  of  Marshall,  in  said  county,  praying  that 
the  clerk  and  supervisor  of  said  Marshall  may  levy  a  tax  upon 
the  entire  property  assessed  therein.  Referred  to  the  committee 
on  ways  and  means. 

By  Mr.  Lee,  of  Washtenaw, 

Of  Nathaniel  Noble  and  others,  for  a  state  road  from  Dexter 
through  Ingham  to  the  county  seat  of  Ionia  county.  Referred  to 
the  committee  on  roads  and  bridges* 

10 
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By  Mr.  Smith,  of  Cass, 

Of  sundry  inhabitants  of  Van  Buren  county,  for  the  organiza"' 
tion  of  said  Van  Buren  county,  and  to  legalize  the  election,  held 
in  said  county  in  November  last,  for  county  officers.  Referred 
to  the  committee  on  the  organization  of  towns  and  counties. 

By  Mr.  McGaffey,  of  St.  Joseph, 

Of  sundry  inhabitants  of  White  Pigeon,  in  said  county,  pray- 
ing for  the  organization  of  the  townships  of  Constantino  and  Bur- 
lington. Referred  to  the  committee  on  the  organization  of  towns 
and  counties. 

By  Mr.  Ely,  of  Allegan, 

A  petition  and  report  of  the  president,  directors  and  company 
of  the  St.  Clair  and  Romeo  railroad  company.  The  petition  was 
referred  to  the  committee  on  internal  improvement,  and  the  re- 
port was  laid  on  the  table. 

(See  Document  No.  10,) 

By  Mr.  McGaffey,  of  St  Joseph, 

Of  Otis  Preston  and  others^  praying  for  relief  from  taxation.r 
Referred  to  the  special  committee  on  the  equalization  of  taxes. 

Also,  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  village  of  White  Pigeon,  for 
the  incoiporatiijn  of  said  village.  Referred  to  the  committee  on 
banks  and.  incorporations. 

Mr.  Kingsly,  of  Washtenaw,  from  the  committee  on  the  ju- 
diciary, to  which  was  referred  two  bills  from  the  Senate,  entitled 
"  A  bill  to  authorize  David  Gilbert,  a  minor,  to  sell  certain  land 
therein  described ;"  also,  "  A  bill  to  fix  the  time  of  the  annual 
meeting  of  t!ic  legislature,"  reported  the  same  without  amend* 
ment.^ 

Mr.  M^>sely,  of  Saginaw,  ofiered  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  read  the  first  and  second  time  j  ^ 

Whereas,  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  in  reference  to  the 
removal  of  the  public  deposites  from  the  bank  of  ther  United 
States,  and  to  the  dismissal  by  the  President  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  for  refusing  to  carry  into  effect  the  executive  de- 
cision that  they  should  be  removed,  did,  on.  the  28th  day  of 
March,  1834,  adopt  a  resolution  declaring  **  That  the  Pl^siden^ 
in  the  late  cxecuti\'e  proceedings  in  relation  to  the  revenue,  ba» 
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assumed  upon  himself  authority  and  power  not  conferred  by  the 
constitution  and  laws,  but  in  derogation  of  both :" 

And  whereas,  the  said  resolution  was  irregularly,  illegally  and 
unconstitutiooally  adopted  by  the  Senate,  because  it  pronounced 
the  President,  without  any  hearing  or  trial,  to  be  guilty  of  an 
impeachable  ofiencc,  of  which  the  Senate  thus  adjudging  him 
guilty,  without  gobg  through  the  forms  of  impeachment  and  de. 
fence,  constituted  the  legal  tribunal  for  his  trial,  whenever  the 
House  of  Representatives  might  arraign  him  for  that  purpose, 
and  could  not  constitutionally  pronoi^nce  such  judgment  without 
an  adherence  to  the  regular  form  of  trial :  And  whereas,  the 
Senate,  in  the  adoption  of  the  aforesaid  resolution,  assumed  to 
itself  the  character  of  accusers,  of  witnesses  and  of  judges,  con- 
trary to  the  constitution  of  the  country,  and  in  violation  of  all  the 
principles  of  law  and  justice,  before  any  impeachment  by  the 
House  of  Representatives,  and  did  thus  commit  a  breach  of  the 
privileges  of  the  House,  and  prejudge  the  question,  which,  as  a 
judicial  tribunal,  it  might  have  been  called  upon  to  decide  after  a 
fair  trial.     Therefore, 

Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representaiives  of  the. 
State  of  MtddgaaHy  That  our  senators  in  Congress  be,  and  they 
are  hereby,  instructed  to  vote  for  expunging  the  aforesaid  resolu- 
tion from  the  journal  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Convis,  the  sixteenth  rule  was  suspended  and 
the  resolution  was  read  the  third  time. 

The  question  beii^  upon  its  final  passage,  the  resolution  was 
adopted  by  yeas  and  nays  as  follows : 

YEAS. 

Mr.  Ferrington, 
Mr.  Felch, 
Mr.  Farrington, 
Mr.  Howe, 
Mr.  Kellogg, 
Mj.  Kingsley, 
Mr.  Lee, 
Mr.  Lothrop, 
Mr.  Levake, 
Mr.  Munger, 
Mr.  Martin, 


Mr.  Alden, 
Mr.  Almy, 
Mr.  Brown, 
Mr.  Bingham, 
Mr.  Burbank, 
Mr.  Ballard, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Cressey, 
Mr.  Convis, 
Mr.  Cornell, 
Mr.  Colbath, 
Mr.  Elv. 


Mr.  McKeen, 

Mr.  Mosely, 

Mr.  Purdy, 

Mr.  Ralph, 

Mr.  Job  Smith, 

Mr.  Shaltuck, 

Mr.  Joseph  Smith, 

Mr.  Shellhouse, 

Mr.  Thayer, 

Mr.  Ward, 

Mr.  Speaker,         34 
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NAYS.      '  ■ 
Mr.  Eldred,  Mr.  King,  Mr.  McGaffey,        6 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lothrop, 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  Mr. 
Ward  in  the  chair,  on  the  bill  entitled  "  A  bill  to  incorporate  the 
village  of  Coldwater,  in  the  county  of  Branch,"  and  after  spending 
some  time  therein,  the  committee  rose  and  through  their  chEur- 
man,  reported  the  same  to  tlie  House  with  sundry  amendments^ 
which  were  concurred  in. 

On  motion,  the  bill  with  the  amendments  was  laid  upon  the 
table. 

Mr.  Convis  laid  upon  the  table  the  following : 

Resolved^  That  imprisonment  for  debt  in  this  state  ought  to 
be  abolished. 

Resolved^  That  the  Chief  Justice, appointed  to  revise  the  laws 
of  the  state,  be  directed  to  prepare  an  act  in  the  revised  code,  to 
provide  for  the  punishment  of  fraudulent  debtors. 

Resolvedy  That  the  clerk  of  this  House  be  directed  to  furnish 
the  reviser  of  the  laws  a  copy  of  the  above  resolution. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McKeen,  of  Lapeer, 

Rescivedy  That  the  committee  on  roads  and  bridges  be  in* 
structed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  appointing  commis- 
sioners to  lay  out  a  state  road  from  Lapeer  county  seat  to  Pon- 
tiac,  in  the  county  of  Oakland,  and  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  of  Cass, 

Resolvedy  That  the  committee  on  banks  and  incorporations  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing  by  law  few 
a  uniform  and  equal  system  for  the  regulation  of  banking  asso- 
ciations, thereby  enabling  associations  to  commence  banking 
without  any  further  legislation,  by  giving  sufficient  security  to 
the  state  for  the  redemption  of  their  bills,  and  that  they  be  in- 
structed to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

On  motion,  adjourned. 
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Tue^dayj  January  17. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment 

The  roll  being  caUed,  the  journal  of  the  preceding  day  was 
read. 

The  following  petitions  and  remonstrances  were  presented  anil 
severally  referred : 

By  Mr.  Alden,  of  Branch, 

A  remonstrance  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  said  county,  against 
the  removal  of  the  seat  of  justice  of  said  county.  Refened  to  the 
committee  on  removal  of  seats  of  justice. 

Also,  the  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  said  county,  for  a 
bank  to  be  located  at  the  village  of  Branch*  Referred  to  the 
committee  on  banks  and  incorporations. 

Also,  of  the  same,  for  an  act  to  incorporate  a  company  to  coii> 
struct  a  railroad  or  canal  from  Allegan  or  Grand  river,  to  the  vil« 
lage  of  Branch.  Referred  to  the  committee  on  internal  improve- 
ment 

By  Mr.  Ralph,  of  Hillsdale, 

Of  William  Dugree  and  others,  for  a  division  of  the  township  of 
Adtois  in  said  county.  Referred  to  the  committee  on  the  orga- 
nization of  towns  and  counties. 

Also,  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  said  county,  for  a  bank  at  Jones- 
ville.    Referred  to  the  committee  on  banks  and  incorporations. 

By  Mr.  Calkin,  of  Macomb, 

Of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  township  of  Clinton,  in  said  coun- 
ty, for  the  organization  of  a  new  town.  Referred  to  the  committee 
on  organization  of  towns  and  counties. 

By  Mr;  Bingham,  of  Livingston, 

Of  sundry  inhabitants  of  Oakland  and  Livingston,  for  a  rail- 
road charter  with  banking  privileges.  Referred  to  the  commit- 
tee on  banks  and  incorporations. 

The  Chair  announced  the  following  as  the  select  committee  on 
the  joint  resolution  instructing  our  senators  and  representative 
in  Congress  relative  to  pre-emption  claims:  Messrs.  Ward, 
Kii^ley,  Ccmvis,  Cressey  and  Cornell. 

Mr.  McGaffey,  from  the  select  committee  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  joint  resolution  instructing  our  senators  and  repress- 
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tative  in  Congress  relative  to  light-houses  and  harbors,  reported 
the  same  with  amendments,  which  report  was  accepted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Purdy, 

Resolvedj  That  the  judiciary  committee  be  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  providing  by  statute  foe  enclosures  of  im* 
proved  lands  by  good  and  sufficient  fences. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McKeen, 

Besdvedj  That  the  committee  on  the  removal  of  seats  of  jus- 
tice be  instructed  to  Inquire  into  the  expediency  of  repealing  the 
act  entitled  '*  An  act  to  provide  for  establishing  seats  of  justice^ 
approved  March  4th,  1836,"  and  report  by  biU  or  otherwise. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Crcssey, 

Resolved^  That  the  committee  on  banks  and  incorporations  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  incorporating  a  State 
mutual  insurance  company,  with  authority  to  establish  agencies 
in  every  county,  and  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the  Senate  through 
their  secretary : 

Mr.  Spbakbb — In  pursuance  of  the  rules  of  .the  Senate,  I  here- 
with  return  to  the  House  cf  Representatives  without  amendmeiitt 
the  bill  entitled  ^  A  bill  to  authorize  Morris  S.  Hutchinsand  qtb- 
era  to  convey  certain  lands." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McGafiey, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  printing  be  requested  ^to  in- 
fc»rm  this  House  at  what  time  we  are  likely  to  receive  a  manual 
containing  the  rules  of  this  House,  and  the  report  of  the  Superinr 
tendent  of  Public  Instruction. 

Mr.  Alden  called  up  the  bill  entitled  '^  A  bill  to  incorporate  the 
village  of  Coklwater,  in  Branch  county,"  with  the  amendments 
yesterday  laid  upon  the  table.  Said  bill  was  ordered  to  be  enr 
grossed  and  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  jdnt  resolution  relative  to  light-houses  and  harbors,  being 
under  consideration,  was  committed  to  committee  of  the  whole. 

On  motk>n,  the  House  resdved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the 
whole,  Mr.  Broyu)-4n  the  chair,  on  the  above  resolution,  and  after 
spending  some  time  therein,  the  committee  rose,  axid  reported  the 
same  back  to  the  House  with  sundry  amendments,  which  wave 
concurred  in,  as  follows: 
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Beadoedy  That  our  senators  be  instructed,  and  oar  represent 
tative  in  Congress  be  requested,  to  use  their  influence  to  procure 
the  passage  of  a  law  making  appropriations  for  li^t-houses  at  New 
Buffiilo^  Kalamazoo  river,  North  and  South  Black  ri^er,  Grand 
river,  Saginaw  river,  and  at  Windmill  point  at  the  outlet  of  Lake 
St  Clair : 

And  for  the  improvement  of  the  harbors  at  the  mouth  of"  said 
rivers ;  also,  at  New  Buffiilo  and  Havre  bay,  and  the  mouth  of 
Stoney  creek  in  Monroe  county,  and  Clinton  river  in  Macomb 
county ;  also,  to  build  a  light-house  at  the  mouth  of  St.  Marie's 
river ;  also,  to  remove  the  bar  in  Lake  George,  in  tlie  straits  of  St 
Marie,  and  to  improve  the  harbor  at  Mackinac. 

On  motion,  said  resolution  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Alden,  from  former  notice  given,  asked  and  obtained  leave 
to  bring  in  a  bill  entitled  •*  A  bill  to  incorporate  the  Michigan  wool 
growing  and  manufacturing  company;**  which  on  motion  was 
committed  to  the  committee  on  agriculture  and  manufactures. 

Mr.  Wing,  from  the  committee  on  the  removal  of  seats  of  jus- 
tice, made  the  following  report,  accompanied  with  a  bill,  entitled 
**  A  bill  to  vacate  the  present  seat  of  the  county  of  Berrien,  and  to 
establish' the  same  at  the  village  of  Berrien,  in  said  county:** 

REPORT.    , 

Your  committee  have  had  under  consideration  the  petition  of 
aeven  hundred  and  twenty-two  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Ber- 
rien, praying  the  removal  of  the  seat  of  justice,  from  the  village 
of  St  Joseph,  to  the  village  of  Berrien,  in  that  county. 

The  petitioners  allege  that  the  present  seat  of  justice  is  located 
at  a  very  inconvenient  distance  from  the  centre  of  the  county ;  tliat 
the  southern  part  of  the  county,  from  its  great  extent  and  pecu- 
liar adaptation  to  agricultural  purposes,  will  continue  to  be  the 
most  densely  populated  section  of  the  county;  that  the  village  of 
Berrien  is  the  most  eligible  poiYit  for  the  seat  of  justice  in  said 
county ;  that  this  village  is  situate  on  the  river  St  Joseph,  very 
near  the  geographical  centre  of  the  count}',  and  is  easily  approach- 
ed fixwn  all  parts  pf  the  county. 

Judging  from  an  examination  4f  the  map  of  this  county,  and 
from  the  statements  of  gentlemen  residing  in  tliat  part  of  the 
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county,  made  before  us,  your  committee  are  satisfied  that  the  facts 
set  forth  in  the  petition  are  true — that  the  present  seat  of  justice  of 
said  county  ought  to  be  vacated,  and  that  the  same  should  be  es^ 
tablished  at  the  village  of  Berrien. 

In  arriving  at  this  conclusion,  your  committee  have  not  been 
unmindful  of  the  consideration,  that  when  the  seat  of  justice,  in  a 
particular  county,  has  been  selected  by  impartial  commissioners, 
and  their  decision  has  be^  confirmed  by  competent  authority,  the 
faith  of  the  public  is  supposed  tp  be,  in  some  measure,  pledged  for 
its  maintainance  at  the  point  selected,  and  that  a  change  should 
not  be  made  for  sUght  or  insufficient  causes.  County  seats  are 
supposed  to  be  selected  in  reference  to  the  convenience  and  best 
good  of  the  public,  and  especially  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  coun- 
ties in  which  they  are  located ;  and  if  the  views  of  commissioners 
in  the  selection  of  a  seat  of  justice,  are  not  realized  by  the  public, 
or  from  any  cause,  the  convenience  of  a  majority  of  the  inhabit^ 
ants  of  a  county  imperiously  demand  that  a  change  should  be 
made,  your  committee  believe  no  breach  of  faHh  to  the  inhabit- 
ants of  a  village  where  a  county  seat  may  have  been  located, 
would  result  from  a  change  of  location. 

In  regard  to  the  present  county  seat  of  the  county  of  Berrien^ 
your  committee  can  well  believe  that  at  the  time  it  was  located, 
there  did  exist,  and  do  still  exist,  many  reasons  in  favor  of  its 
location  at  the  village  of  St  Joseph,  but  that  the  reasons  now  ur- 
ged against  it,  are  stronger  than  any  that  can  be  urged  in  its  fa-* 
vor.  The  village  of  St  Joseph  is  situate  at  one  end  of  the  coun- 
ty, on  the  border  of  Lake  Michigan,  some  fourteen  miles  from  the 
geographical  centre  of  the  county  ;  consequently,  all  the  inhabit- 
ants of  that  county  who  reside  east  of  the  centre,  and  who,  as 
suitors,  witnesses  or  jurors,  are  compelled  to  attend  court,  or  who 
have  business  at  the  public  offices  in  that  county,  are  compelled  to 
travel  some  fourteen  miles  past  the  centre  of  the  county  to  ac- 
complish their  business ;  many  of  the  inhabitants  have  to  travel, 
for  such  purposes,  twenty-five  and  thirty  miles.  So  great  an  in- 
convenience ought  to  be  counterbalanced  by  a  corresponding  and 
unusual  benefit,  growing  out  of,  or  connected  with,  the  present 
location.  What  this  may  be,  or  that  there  are  particular  benefits 
in  any  wise  corresponding  to  the  injury  to  a  large  class  of  the  in- 
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habitants,  resulting  from  the  present  location  of  the  county  seat, 
your  committee  have  not  been  able  to  discover.  It  is  true  that 
the  village  of  St  Joseph  possesses  very  great  commercial  advan- 
tages, and  that  the  merchants  of  this  county  may  find  it  conven- 
ient and  necessary  for  them  to  visit  this  place  often  in  the  course 
of  each  year,  and  that  therefore  their  convenience  would  not  re- 
quire a  change  {  but  it  is  equally  true  that  this  class  of  men  does 
not  equal  one-twentieth  of  the  whole  population  of  the  county, 
whose  business  does  not  require  of  them  to  go  to  the  village  of 
St.  Joseph,  except  it  be  to  attend  the  courts  and  transact  business 
at  the  public  offices,  and  who  are  at  least  equally  interested  with 
them  in  the  location  of  the  public  offices.  In  short,  your  com- 
mittee are  of  the  opinion  that  the  county  seat  of  this  county  ought 
to  be  changed  to  the  vBlage  of  Berrien ;  the  convenience  of  all 
t^lasses  of  men  in  that  county  would  be  more  equally  promoted, 
than  it  would  to  allow  it  to  remain  as  it  now  is. 

The  proprietors  of  the  village  of  Berrien  have  proposed  to  give 
to  the  county  three  lots  adjoining  the  public  square  in  said  village, 
for  public  purposes;  they  have,  also,  proposed  to  reimburse  to 
the  proprietors  and  residents  of  the  village  of  St  Joseph,  such 
sums  as  they  may  have  expended  in  the  erection  of  public  build- 
ings- 

Your  committee  have  the  honor  to  report  a  bill  to  vacate  the 

present  seat  of  justice,  and  to  locate  it  at  the  village  of  Berrien,  in 
said  county. 

After  tiie  reading  of  the  report,  on  motion,  said  bill  was  read 
the  first  and  second  time  and  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Kingsley,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  two 
certain  resolutions  relative  to  the  River  Raisin  and  Lake  Erie 
luilroad  company,  made  the  following 

REPORT, 

The  select  committee  appointed  to  investigate  the  conduct  and 
affairs,  of  the  River  Raisin  and  Lake  Erie  railroad  company,  to 
whom  two  resdutions  were  referred  relative  to  that  institution, 
respectfully  report, 

That  they  have  attended  to  the  duty  assigned  them,  and  are 
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able  to  state  the  following  facts  as  the  result  of  their  attempts  at 
investigation : 

The  president  and  two  of  the  directors  of  that  institution  ap- 
peared before  the  committee,  in  obedience  to  a  subpoena  served  on 
them.  One  of  those  directors  refused  to  state  under  oath  his 
knowledge  of  the  transactions  of  said  institution,  denying  the  au- 
thority of  your  committee  to  require  him  so  to  do.  This  proves 
nothing  positively,  save  the  prudence  of  that  director,  but  it  fur- 
nishes strong  grounds  for  a  belief  that  he  was  acquainted  with 
facts  relating  to  the  conduct  and  intentions  of  the  conductors  of 
that  institution,  which  the  public  could  not  approve.  The  other 
director,  and  the  president  of  the  company,  did  not  refuse  to  be 
examined  under  oath,  and  from  them  and  other  credible  sources  of 
information,  it  appeared  that  said  company  have  caused  a  route 
for  their  contemplated  railroad  to  be  surveyed,  at  an  expense  of 
about  two  hundred  and  fifty  d(  liars ;  that  they  have  purchased 
two  village  lots  in  the  village  of  Monroe,  of  James  Q.  Adams, 
the  president  of  said  institution,  for  the  sum  of  thirty  thousand  dol* 
lars ;  that  between  seventeen  and  eighteen  hundred  dollars  of  the 
capital  stock  of  said  company  is  paid  in ;  that  said  company  have 
an  offiae  in  which  they  do  their  business  at  Monroe,  and  that  by 
their  laws  they  have  made  a  president  and  cashier  of  said  institu- 
tion. 

The  company  claim  the  right,  by  virtue  of  their  charter,  to  dis- 
count, and  to  use  banking  powers  to  an  unlimited  extent,  without 
any  reference  to  the  amount  of  their  capital ;  and  they  contend 
that  all  that  power  is  given  them  by  four  lines  in  the  eleventh  sec- 
tion of  the  act  for  their  incorporation,  by  which  they  are  allowed 
"  to  grant  such  evidence  of  debt  which  may  be  incurred  by  said 
company,  as  may  be  by>the  by-laws  thereof  directed,  to  such  an 
amount  as  shall  be  deemed  necessary  for  transacting  the  business 
of  the  same."  Although  said  company  claim  the  privileges  of 
other  banks,  without  restraint  or  limitation,  and  intimate  that 
they  probably  shall  use  that  privilege  within  such  Kmits  as  they 
shall  prescribe  ;  yet  they  contend  that  they  have  not  yet  done,  in 
the  way  of  issuing  evidences  of  debt,  any  thing  more  than  the  or- 
dinary railroad  companies  in  the  state  have  a  right  to  dos  or  moiB 
than  a  firm  in  trade  have  a  right  to  do. 
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The  company  have  issued  about  twenty-eight  thousand  dollars 
in  the  form  of  bp,nk  bills,  on  which  appears  the  amount  of  the  capi- 
tal of  their  corporation ;  they  are  regularly  signed  by  a  president 
and  cashier,  and  thus  far  they  are  all  made  payalle  to  said  J.  Q. 
Adams,  or  bearer,  at  the  office  of  said  company  in  the  city  of 
Monroe.  The  president  of  said  institution  says  that  they  have  a 
right  to  issue  their  evidences  of  debt,  on  fine  or  coarse  paper,  in 
whatever  form  they  please,  and  have  them  signed  by  such  officers 
of  the  corporation  as  they  shall  direct ;  nor  did  he  conceal  the  fact, 
that  they  had  sent  out  their  paper  in  the  shape  of  bank  bills,  with 
a  view  to  give  them  currency  in  community,  as  a  ciicuL^ting  me-* 
dium  ;  this  is  claimed  as  a  right,  even  without  the  aid  of  the  said 
four  lines.  It  is  right  to  say  that  Mr.  Adams  stated  to  the  com- 
mittee, that  only  about  twelve  thousand  dollars  of  the  said  twen- 
ty-eight thousand,  were  in  circulation,  the  remainder  being  in  the 
hands  of  individuals  for  the  purpose  of  making  exchanges,  and 
that  the  same  was  within  his  control.  He  further  stated  that 
the  company  had  seven  or  eight  thousand  dollars  in  specie  and 
bills  on  other  banks,  to  redeem  the  r  outstanding  notes.  In  addi- 
tion to  this,  if  the  real  estate  of  said  corporation  is  always  held 
subject  to  the  payment  of  its  dcbts^  it  is  evidently  solvent. 

Your  committee  cannot  discover  any  great  injury  that  said  cor- 
poration has  done ;  but  they  cannot  say  they  fear  no  danger  from 
it  Impressed  with  the  importance  of  keeping  the  circulating  me- 
dium of  our  own  state  sound,  and  above  suspicion,  they  cannot 
give  countenance  to  the  claims  and  conduct  of  said  institution. 
Its  president  stated  to  the  committee,  that  before  any  bills  were 
issued,  he  took  counsel  of  celebrated  attorneys  in  the  cities  of  New 
York  and  Philadelphia,  upon  the  subject  of  the  powers  granted 
by  said  act  of  incorporation,  and  that  it  was  their  opinion,  that 
the  company  had,  by  virtue  of  that  act,  unlimited  banking  pow- 
ers; and  he  further  stated,  that  the  officers  of  that  institution  did 
not  go  to  work  unadvisedly.  Still  it  is  claimed  that  they  have 
not  yet  commenced  using  those  extraordinary  privileges.  It  may 
here  be  asked,  why  attorneys  at  a  distance  were  counselled  in 
relation  to  the  powers  of  said  company.  Did  they  think  their 
rights  doubtful?  Were  they  afraid  to  discuss  the  matter  nearer 
home?    Did  they  not  know  themselves,  whether  they  had  i^oX 
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what  they  asked  for  ?  Did  they  wish  to  get  an  extraordinary 
privilege  from  the  legislature,  by  smuggling  a  few  lines  into  th^ 
middle  of  a  section  in  a  bill,  of,  doubtful  phraseology,  that  they 
might  pass  unnoticed  ?  The  committee  believe  such  was  the  ob- 
ject of  the  company,  or  of  those  who  acted  for  them*  They  are 
induced  to  believe  so,  from  the  fact,  that  the  presdient  of  said  in- 
stitution, on  being  asked,  though  he  knew,  would  not  tell  who  first 
{ramed  the  bill,  other  than  it  was  done  in  Monroe,  and  not  by  a 
member  of  the  legislature;  from  the  fact,  that  the  provision 
which  they  claim  grants  them  so  important  powers,  is  put  in  an 
unusual  place,  evidently  with  a  view  to  have  it  passed  over  by 
the  legislature  unnoticed;  from  the  fact,  that  they  themselves 
thought  their  powers  doubtful,  as  they  had  not  dared  to  draw  the 
clause,  which  they  claim  grants  them  those  powers,  in  sufficient- 
ly clear  terms,  lest  it  should  be  noticed  by  those  whom  they  asked 
to  grant  them  other  and  unobjectionable  privileges;  and  firom  the 
fact,  that  said  company  have  put  into  circulation  their  paper, 
which  they  call  evidences  of  debt,  in  the  dress  of  ordinary  bank 
bills,  for  the  sole  purpose  of  giving  them  a  passport  in  community 
as  money.  It  is  'worthy  of  remark,  that  Mr.  Adams  stated  to  the 
committee  that  he  sold  the  company  said  two  lots  in  Monroe,  and 
they,  the  directors  of  said  c!ompany,  or  he,  for  them,  gave  a  certi- 
ficate to  that  effect;  and  it  appeared  also,  from  the  books  of  die 
company,  that  it  was  indebted  to  said  Adams  for  the  price  of  those 
lots.  It  may  be  asked,  were  not  those  two  vouchers  sufficient 
evidence  of  the  indebtedness  of  the  company  to  Mr.  Adams  ? 
What  necessity  could  there  have  been  to  send  out  into  the  world 
four  or  95,000 — ^little  evidences  of  the  same  indebtedness  ?  It  was 
also  stated,  that  money  had  been  given  out  of  the  ofiioe  of  the 
company,  to  individuals,  who  gave  their  receipts  for  it  to  said  Ad- 
ams, and  who  were  to  pay  it  in  other  money.  Now,  your  com- 
mittee cannot  see  the  essential  difierence  between  giving  a  note 
for  money  so  taken,  or  giving  a  receipt  for  it,  nor  do  th^  think 
an  institution  of  that  kind  do  nut  use  banking  powers  because  they 
take  a  receipt  of  persons  whom  they  have  let  money,  instead  of  a 
note. 

Your  ccnnmittee  are  clearly  of  the  opinion  that  the  charter  of 
said  company  was  conceived  in  fraud ;  that  its  originators  design* 
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ed  to  get  it  through  the  legislature,  contaioing  provisions  of  doubt- 
ful construction  unnoticed,  by  which  they  intended  to  claim  the 
important  privileges  which  they  now  exercise,  and  others  still 
more  important  which  they  design  hereafter  to  exercise ;  that  the 
legislature  which  granted  the  charter  to  said  company,  did  not 
intend  to  grant  them  banking  powers,  nor  power  to  issue  paper 
to  be  put  in  circulation  as  a  circulating  medium;  and  that  the 
issuing  such  paper,  purporting  to  come  from  an  institution  having 
the  right  to  issue  it,  signed  by  a  president  and  cashier,  and  bear- 
ing ths  usual  marks  of  bank  paper,  with  a  view  to  give  it  circu- 
lation in  community  as  money,  is  a  direct  fraud  upon  that  com- 
munity, especially  as  said  company  claim  the  right  of  using  ban!c- 
ing  powers,  without  any  stated  capital,  without  limit,  and  exempt 
from  the  control  or  scrutiny  of  the  legislative  authority  of  the 
state. 

Your  committee  differ  from  the  opinion  of  the  "Philadelphia 
lawyers,**  and  believe  that  not  only  unlimited  banking  powers  are 
not  granted  to  said  company,  but  that  no  banking  powers  are 
granted  them  by  their  charter.  They  further  give  it  as  their 
opinion,  that  said  company,  under  color  of  powers  granted  them, 
have  assumed  powers,  and  exercised  those  not  granted  them,  in 
violation  of  their  chartered  rights. 

Your  committee  finally  give  it  as  their  opinion,  that  it  would  be 
dangerous  to  the  interest  of  the  state  to  allow  said  institution  to 
grow  up  uncontrolled  and  uncontrollable,  with  the  monstrous  pre- 
tensions of  its  present  directors,  and  as  it  is  the  opinion  of  your 
committee  that  said  company  have  violated  their  charter,  they 
recommend  that  the  act  for  the  incorporation  of  said  company  be 
wholly  repealed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Convis,  that  the  House  accept  the  report, 
and  that  the  committee  be  discharged  from  the  further  considera- 
Uoa  of  the  subject,  it  was  agreed  to. 

Said  report  was  ordered  to  be  laid  upon  the  table,  and  double 
of  the  usual  number  of  copies  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  McGaffey  asked  and  obtained  leave  of  absence  for  Mr. 
Eldred,  of  Kalamazoo. 

Mr.  Wing  asked  and  obtained  leave  of  absence  for  Mr.  Ward, 
of  Berrien. 
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Mr.  Burbank  asked  and  obtained  leave  of  absence  for  Mr.  Mon« 
fore,  of  Macomb. 

Mr.  Job  Smith  asked  and  obtained  leave  of  absence  for  Mr. 
Martin,  of  Wayne. 

Mr.  Felch,  of  Monroe,  upon  leave  granted,  presented  certaig 
papers  and  statements  to  accompany  petition  of  certain  citizens 
of  Monroe,  for  a  bank  charter ;  which  were  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  banks  and  incorporations. 

Also  gave  notice  that  he  should,  on  a  future  day,- ask  leave  to 
bring  in  a  bill  to  authorize  the  Governor  to  appoint  a  private  sec- 
retary. 

Mr.  Convis,  from  the  commiltee  on  ways  and  means,  reported 
a  bill,  entitled  "A  bill  to  authorize  the  supervisor  and  township 
clerk  of  the  township  of  Marshall,  to  lay  a  tax  on  the  property 
assessed  therein,  in  1836;"  which  was  read  the  first  and  second 
time  and  laid  upon  the  table. 

On  motion,  adjourned. 


Wednesday,  January  18, 

The  roll  being  called,  the  journal  of  the  preceding  day  was 
read. 

The  following  petitions  were  presented  and  severally  referred : 

By  Mr.  Bingham, 

A  petition  from  sundry  inhabitants  of  Oakland  and  Livingston, 
for  a  railroad  charter  with  banking  privileges.  Referred  to  the 
committee  on  banks  and  incorporations. 

By  Mr.  Butler, 

A  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Hillsdale, 
praying  the  removal  of  the  present  county  site  to  some  more 
geographical  position  in  said  county,  and  that  commissioners  bo 
appointed  to  establish  the  same.  Referred  to  the  committee  on 
the  removal  of  seats  of  justice. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  co  jnty  of  LiOna- 
wee,  praying  for  a  bank  in  the  village  of  RoUin,  in  said  county. 
Referred  to  the  committee  on  banks  and  incorporations. 

By  Mr.  Finch, 
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A  petition  from  sundry  inhabitants  of  Adrian,  praying  for  a 
bank  .to  be  located  in  said  village.  Referred  to  committee  on 
banks  and  incorporations. 

By  Mr.  Roberts, 

A  petition  from  Charles  Kimball  and  others,  for  a  new  town. 
Referred  to  the  committee  on  the  organization  of  towns  and 
counties. 

Mr.  Kingsley,  from  the  judiciary  committee,  made  a  report 
which  was  accepted  and  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Wisner,  from  the  committee  on  printing,  made  the  follow- 
ing report,  which  was  accepted  and  laid  upon  the  table : 

REPORT. 

The  committee  on  printing  having  been  instructed  to  inform 
this  House  at  what  time  we  are  likely  to  receive  a  manual  con- 
taining the  rules  of  this  House  and  the  report  of  thf^  Superintend- 
ent of  Public  Instruction,  beg  leave  respectfully  to  report: 

That  they  have  made  inquiries  of  the  state  printer,  respecting 
the  publication  of  the  manual,  and  have  been  informed  by  him, 
that  sixty  pages  of  the  same  are  printed ;  and  that  the  remain- 
der (comprising  perhaps  fifty  pages  more,)  will  be  completed 
during  the  course  of  the  present  week.  The  state  printer  is  of 
the  opinion,  that  the  manual  will  be  laid  on  the  tables  of  the 
members  as  soon  as  Mondav,  the  23d  inst 

The  report  of  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  has 
been  commenced,  and  is  now  progressing  with  all  practical  typo- 
graphical speed.  As  it  is  not  very  lengthy,  it  will  probably  be 
comprised  in  a  small  volume  of  two  hundred  pages.  The  state 
printer  thinks  it  will  be  ready  for  ddivery  to  the  members  as 
soon  as  the  first  of  February  next.  All  which  is  respectfully 
submitted.  GEO.  W.  WISNER, 

Chairman  of  Committee  on  Printing. 

Mr.  Alden  ofiered  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved^  That  the  committee  on  die  judiciary  be,  and  they  are 
hereby,  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  wisdom  and  necessity  of 
enacting  and  declaring, 

1st  That  all  imposition  upon  either  branch  of  the  legislature 
for  fraudulent  purposes ; 

2d  That  the  issuing  and  circulation  by  any  corporations  or 
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companies  not  having  banking  privileges,  of  any  engraved  or 
printed  evidences  erf"  debt  or  pi-omises  to  pay,  having  the  likeness 
and  similitude  of  bank  notes,  indictable  ofiences,  and  declaring  the 
punishment  for  the  same. 

Mr.  Lothrop  moved  for  a  division  of  the  question  on  the  adop- 
tion of  the  resolution. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wisner,  the  resolution  was  laid  upon  the 
table. 

Mr.  Convis  offered  the  following  resolution : 

Resolvedy  That  the  judiciary  committee  be  instructed  to  report 
a  bill  repealing  tte  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  incorporate  the  stock- 
holders of  the  River  Raisin  and  Lake  Erie  railroad  company.** 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lothrop,  the  resolution  was  laid  upon  the 
table. 

The  report  of  the  select  committee  on  the  contested  election  of 
the  counties  of  Saginaw,  Genesee  and  Shiawassee,  coming  under 
the  special  order  of  the  day,  was  taken  up.  The  question  being 
oh  the  adoption  of  the  first  resolution  in  said  report, 

After  some  discussion,  on  motion,  the  report  and  resolutioiu 
were  laid  upon  the  table. 

On  motion, 

The  House  resunied  the  considerati<ni  in  committee  of  the 
whole,  Mr.  Alden  in  the  chair,  in  the  matter  of  the  contested 
election  in  the  county  of  St  Clair,  and  after  spending  some  time 
therein,  the  committee  rose  and  reported  to  the  House  the  fol- 
lowing resolution: 

Resolvedy  That  the  subject  now  before^  the  committee  of  the 
whole,  in  relation  to  the  gentlemen  claiming  seats  in  this  House 
as  members  of  the  House  of  Representatives  from  the  county  of 
St.  Clair,  be  referred  back  to  the  people  of  said  district. 

The  question  being  upon  conciprring  in  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee of  the  whole, 

Mr.  Felch  moved  to  amend  the  same  by  substituting  the  fol- 
lowipg: 

Resclvedy  That  on  account  of  irregularity  and  uncertainty  in 
the  votes  and  returns  of  the  election  in  the  district  of  St.  Clair, 
the  seat  of  the  member  of  this  House  for  that  district  be,  and  the 
same  is  hereby,  declared  vacant. 
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Besohedy  That  the  Speaker  of  the  House  transmit  to  the  Ex- 
ecutive rf  this  state  a  copy  of  the  above  resolution,  to  the  end 
that  a  new  election  may  be  ordered  to  fill  the  vacancy. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Roberts,  that  the  resolution  and  amendments 
lay  upon  the  table  until  to-morrow,  it  was  lost. 

The  question  recurring  on  the  amendment^  it  was  adopted. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate  through  their  secre^ 
tary  as  follows : 

Mr.  SpifiAKSR— ^In  pursuance  of  the  rules  of  the  Senate,  I  here- 
with return  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  without  amend- 
ment, the  bill  entitled  "  A  bill  to  repeal  so  much  of  the  second  sec- 
tion as  relates  to  the  rate  of  interest,  of  an  act  entitled  '  An  act 
to  authorize  the  board  of  supervisors  of  certain  counties  therein 
named,  to  borrow  certain  sums  of  money,  and  for  other  purposes,' 
approved  March  24th,  ISSO,**  and  the  joint  resolution  instructing 
oar  senators  in  Congress  relative  to  certain  matters  therein 
nanned. 

On  motion,  adjourned. 


Thursday^  January  19. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

The  roll  being  called,  the  journal  of  the  preceding  day  was 
read. 

The  following  petitions  were  presented  and  severally  referred : 

By  Mr.  Yerkes,  of  Oakland, 

Of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  township  of  Fajmington,  relative 
to  the  sale  of  school  lands.  Referred  to  the  committee  on  uni<* 
versity  and  school  lands. 

By  Mr.  Butler,  of  Lenawee, 

Ck  sundry  inhabitants  of  Hillsdale  county,  praying  for  the  re- 
moval of  the  present  seat  of  justice  of  said  county,  and  that  com- 
missioners be  appointed  to  establish  the  same.  Referred  to  the 
committee  on  the  removal  of  seats  of  justice. 

By  Mr.  McKeen,  of  Lapeer, 

Of  same,  praying  for  the  same.  Referred  to  .the  same  com- 
mittee. 
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By  Mr.  Bingham,  of  Livingston, 

Of  Sardis  Davis  and  othei*s,  praying  for  the  organizatioo  of  a 
certain  township  in  said  county.  Referred  to  the  committee  on 
the  organization  of  towns  and  counties. 

Also  of  Conrad  Uayner  and  others,  for  a  railroad  charter  for  a 
railroad  from  Detroit  to  the  rapids  of  Grand  river.  Referred  to 
the  committee  on  internal  improvement 

Mr.  Ely,  of  Allegan,  from  the  committee  on  internal  iraprovei- 
ment,  to  whom  was  referred  the  report  of  the  directors  of  the  St 
Clair  and  Romeo  railrpad  company,  moved  that  the  report  be 
printed,  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Felch,  from  the  committee  on  enrolment,  reported  as  cor- 
rectly enrolled,  the  bill  entitled  ^  A  bill  to  repeal  so  much  of  the 
^cond  section  as  relates  to  the  rate  of  interest,  of  an  act  entitled 
*  An  act  to  authorize  the  board  of  supervisors  of  certain  counties 
therein  named  to  borrow  certain  sums  of  mooey,  and  for  otb^r 
purposes,'  approved  March  24th,  1836."  Also  **  A  bill  to  au- 
thorize Morris  S.  Hutchins  and  others  to  convey  certain  lands.** 

Mr.  Finch,  of  Lenawee,  moved  the  suspension  of  the  twenty- 
first  rule,  in  order  lo  introduce  th^  following  resolution : 

Resolvedj  That  leave  be  granted,  without  previous  notice,  to 
bring  in  a  bill  to  authorize  Abigail  Shumway  to  convey  certain 
lands,  which  motion  was  granted,  and  Mr.  Finch  obtained  leave 
to  bring  in  said  bill. 

Mr.  Lee  gave  notice  that  he  should,  on  some  future  day,  ask 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  extend  the  time  for  collectbg  the  state 
tax. 

Mr.  Pelch,  of  Monroe,  from  previous  notice  given,  asked  and 
obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  entitled  "  A  bill  to  authorize  the 
Governor  to  appoint  a  private  secretary,**  which  bill  was  read  the 
first  and  second  time,  and  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Ward,  of  Berrien,  from  the  committee  on  the  removal  of 
seats  of  justice,  to  whom  was  referred  the  report  of  the  commis-    . 
sioners  appointed  to  review  the  county  seat  of  Branch  county,  and 
Certain  other  documents  relating  thereto,  made  the  following  re- 
port, which  was  read,  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed* 

REPORT. 
The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  report  of  the  com- 
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nrissioners  appomted  under  the  act  of  the  legislature  to  review 
the  seat  of  justice  of  Branch  county,  most  respectfiilly  beg  leave 
to  report : 

That  said  commissioners  unanimously  agreed  that  the  present 
location  ought  to  be  vacated,  and  recommend  that  the  seat  of  jus- 
tice of  said  county  be  established  at  the  village  of  Mason,  and  that 
no  improvements  foi*  county  purposes  have  been  made  at  Branch, 
the  present  seat  of  justice. 

By  a  reference  to  the  act  providing  for  the  review  of  the  seat 
of  justice  of  the  county  of  Branch,  it  will  be  perceived  that  the 
second  section  of  said  act  requires  the  commissioners  to  examine 
and  report  upon  the  propriety  of  vacating  the  present  seat  of  jus- 
tice of  said  county.  But  as  the  commissioners  have  not  present- 
ed to  this  House  any  good  or  sufficient  reasons  why  the  present 
county  seat  of  the  said  county  should  be  vacated  and -established 
at  Mason,  and  as  sundry  remonstrances  were  referred  to  yoiir 
comnitlee  against  the  confirmation  of  the  report  of  said  oomotiis* 
siooers,  setting  forth  that  great  dissatis&ction  exists  against  the 
removal  of  said  seat  of  justice  from  the  Village  of  Branch  to  that  of 
Mason ;  aad  that  the  said  village  of  Mason  is  situated  upon  the 
borders  of  stagnant  water,  which  will  forever  render  it  an  un- 
healthy place  of  residence  ;  and  further,  that  the  said  village  of 
Mason  canoot  be  approached  by  roads  from  the  north  or  south, 
except  by  circuitous  routes ;  your  committee,  therefore,  thought 
proper  to  adkpit  verbal  staten>eD(ts  to  be  made  by  the  representa- 
tive of  the  county  of  Branch,  who  appeared  in  behalf  of  those  fa- 
vorable to  a  removal  of  said  seat  of  justice  from  Branch  to  Ma- 
son, and  stated  that  the  village  of  Branch,  the  present  county  seat, 
is  situated  three-fourdis  of  a  mile  south  of  the  Chicago  road,  the 
great  and  most  important  thoroughfare  through  said  county ;  that 
it  is  impracticable  to  construct  a  good  road  from  the  Chicago 
road  to  the  village  of  Branch,  the  lands  through  which  it  must 
pass  being  wet  and  heavy  timbered,  and  said  road,  however  well 
made,  can  never  divert  the  travel  from  the  Chicago  road  ;  that  a 
general  dissatisfaction  does  now,  and  has  ever  existed  with  a  de- 
cided majority  of  the  people  of  Branch  county,  against  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  seat  of  justice  at  the  village  of  Branch ;  that  the 
said  village  of  Branch  can  never  become  a  business-  centre  of  said 
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county,  and  that  the  inhabitants  of  Branch  counts^  will  never  be 
satisfied  until  the  seat  of  justice  is  removed  to  MasoQ»  or  aooie 
other  point  on  the  Chicago  road. 

Your  committee,  after  having  weighed  thoroughly  the  state- 
ments made  by  those  for  and  against  the  removal  of  the  seat  of 
justice  from  Branch  to  the  village  of  Mason,  are  of  the  qpinion, 
in  the  absence  of  facts  which  should  have  accompanied  the  re~ 
port  of  the  commissioners,  and  in  view  of  the  statements  contained 
in  the  remonstrances,  that  the  report  of  the  coaunissLoners  ought 
not  to  be  confirmed. 

All  of  which,  together  with  the  following  resolution,  ^is  most 
respectfully  submitted. 

R.  E.  WARD, 

Chairman  of  the  committee  on  the  removal  of  seats  of  justice. 

January  19,  1837. 

Resoloed  by  the  House  of  RepresentaHves^  That  the  report  of 
William  H.  Hoeg,  Charles  Grant  and  Hiram  Wightman,  com- 
missioners appointed  to  review  the  county  seat  of  Brandi,  is  not 
in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  act  providing  for  their 
appointment,  and  that  there  are  no  sufficient  reasons  why  this 
House  should  confirm  said  report. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Allen, 

The  said  committee  was  discharged  from  the  further  consider* 
ation  of  the  subject  of  said  report. 

The  following  report  of  the  select  committee  on  the  contested 
election  from  the  counties  of  Saginaw,  Genesee  and  Shiawassee^ 
coming  under  the  special  order  of  the  day,  was  taken  up. 

REPORT. 

The  committee  on  the  contested  election  from  the  representa- 
tive district  composed  of  Saginaw,  Genesee  and  Shiawassee,  beg 
leave  to  report  that  they  have  had  the  subject  under  considera- 
tion, but  are  unable  to  find  the  ofllcial  return  of  the  late  election 
in  the  county  of  Saginaw.  Although  it  has  passed  through  the 
office  of  Secretary  of  State,  and  the  hands  of  a  former  committee, 
as  appears  by  their  report,  it  cannot  now  be  found.  It  is  either 
lost  or  mislaid,  and  we  have  no  documentary  evidence  showing 
w^hat  number  of  votes  were  given  for  Mr.  Mosely,  without  send- 
jng  to  the  county  of  Saginaw.    But  your  committee  understood 
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Mr.  Mosely  to  admit  that  Mr.  Smith  had  the  highest  number  of 
votes  for  representative  in  said  district  And  as  this  fact  has 
never  been  contested,  the 'committee  feel  warranted  in  saying  that 
so  far  as  the  number  of  votes  was  requisite,  Mr.  Smith  would 
have  been  elected  to  a  seat  in  this  House,  if  all  the  votes  in  said 
district  are  considered. 

But  your  committee  find  much  to  cause  them  to  believe  that 
neither  of  the  individuals  have  been  elected  and  the  returns  made 
strictly  in  pursuance  with  the  provisions  of  the  constitution; 
therefore, 

1st  Resdvedj  That  the  seat  of  William  F.  Mosely,  from  the 
district  composed  of  Saginaw,  Genesee  and  Shiawassee,  be,  and 
the  same  is  hereby,  vacated. 

2nd.  Resolved^  That  the  question  upon  the  contested  election 
from  said  district  be  referred  back  to  the  people.  , 

3d.  Resolved,  That  William  F.  Mosely  and  James  R.  Smith 
be  privileged  to  sit  in  this  House  until  a  new  election  takes  place, 
with  the  privileges  of  other  members,  except  the  right  of  voting. 

N.  McGAFFEY,  Chairman. 

The  question  being  upon  the  adoption  of  the  first  resolution, 
Mr.  Ely  moved  the  indefinite  postponement  of  the  subject,  which 
motion  was  negatived. 

The  questicoi  recurring  upon  the  adoption  of  the  first  resolu- 
tion, it  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  McKeen,  of  Lapeer,  decided  by 
yeas  and  nays  in  the  afilirmative,  as  follows : 


Mr.  Alden, 
Mr.  Brown, 
Mr.  Bingham, 
Mr.  Burbank, 
Mr.  Ballard, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Cajkin, 
Mr.  Cornell, 
Mr.  Ferrington, 

Mr.  Almy, 
Mr.  Butler, 
Mr.  Cressey, 
Mr.  Convis, 
Mr.  Colbath, 


YEAS. 

Mr.  Felch, 
Mr.  Farrington, 
Mr.  Foote, 
Mr.  Herrington, 
Mr.  Kellogg, 
Mr.  Kingsley, 
Mr.  Lothrop, 
Mr.  McGaffey, 
Mr.  Martin, 

NAYS. 

Mr.  Ely, 
Mr.  Finch, 
Mr.  Gilbert, 
Mr.  McKeen, 
Mr.  Phillips, 


Mr.  Purdv, 

Mr.  Ralph, 

Mr.  Shattuck,        18 

Mr.  Jos.  Smith, 

Mr.  Shellhouse, 

Mr.  Wing, 

Mr.  Ward, 

Mr.  Yerkes, 


Mr.  Job  Smith, 
Mr   Thayer, 
Mr.  Wisner, 
Mr.  Speaker,  14 


94 


JOURNAL  OF  THE 


[Jan  19. 


The  question  being  upon  the  adoption  of  the  second  resolu- 
tion, Mr.  McGaffey,  of  St.  Joseph,  offered  t^e  foUowii^  as  a  sub- 
stitute : 

Resolved^  That  Jeremiah  R,  Smith,  having  been  duly  elected  a 
representative  from  the  district  composed  of  the  counties  of  Sagi- 
naw, Genesee  and  Shiawassee,  is  entitled  to  a  seat  in  this  House. 

The  question  being  upon  the  adoption  of  the  substitute,  it  was, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Convis,  decided  by  yeas  and  nays  in.  the  nega- 
tive, as  follows : 


Mr.  Brown, 
Mr.  Bingham, 
Mr.  Ballard, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Calkin, 
Mr.  Ferrington, 


YEAS. 

Mr.  Foote, 
Mr.  Herrington, 
Mr.  Lothrop, 
Mr.  McGaffey, 
Mr.  Purdy, 


Mr.  Ralph, 
Mr.  Sbattuck, 
Mr.  Jos.  Smith, 
Mr.  Wisner, 
Mr.  Yerkes, 
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NAYS.' 

Mr.  Felch, 
Mr.  Farrington, 
Mr.  Finch, 
Mr.  Gilbert, 
Mr.  Howe,  , 
Mr.  Kelloffg, 
Mr.  Kingsley, 
Mr.  Lee, 
Mr.  Martin, 


Mr.  Alden, 

Mr.  Almy, 

Mr.  Burbank, 

Mr.  Butler, 

Mr.  Cressey, 

Mr.  Convis, 

Mr.  Cornell, 

Mr.  Colbath,  Mr.  Lee,  Mr.  Sneaker,         26 

Mr.  Elv, 

The  question  recurring  upon  the  adoption  of  the  second  resolu- 
tion, it  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Convis,  decided  by  yeas  and  nays 
in  the  affirmative,  as  follows: 


Mr.  McKeen, 
Mr.  Phillips, 
Mr.  Job  Smith, 
Mr.  Shelihouse, 
Mr.  Thayer, 
Mr.  Wing, 
Mr.  Ward, 
Mr.  Speaker, 


Mr.  Alden, 

Mr.  Almy, 
Mr.  Burbank, 
Mr.  Butler, 
Mr.  Ballard, 
Mr.  Cressey, 
Mr.  Calkin, 
Mr.  Convis, 
Mr.  Cornell, 
Mr.  Colbath, 
Mr.  Ely, 


YEAS. 

Mr.  Felch, 
Mr.  Farrington, 
Mr.  Finch, 
Mr.  Foote, 
Mr.  Gilbert, 
Mr.  Howe, 
Mr.  Kellogg, 
Mr.  Kingsley, 
Mr.  Lee, 
Mr.  Lothrop, 
Mr.  Martin, 


Mr.  McKeen, 
Mr.  Phillips, 
Mr.  Job  Smith, 
Mr.  Jos.  Smith, 
Mr.  Shelihouse, 
Mr.  Thayer, 
Mr.  Wing, 
Mr.  Ward, 
Mr.  Yerkes, 
Mr.  Spealcer^ 
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Mr.  Ralph, 
Mr.  Shattuck, 
Mr.  Wisner, 


NAYS. 

Mr.  Brown,  Mr.  Herringlon, 

Mr.  Bingham,  Mr.  McGaffey, 

Mr.  Burke,  Mr.  Purdy,  Mr.  Wisner,  10 

Mr.  Ferrington, 

The  question  being  upon  the  adoption  of  the  third  resolution, 
it  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Con  vis,  decided  by  yeas  and  nays  in  the 
affirmative,  as  follows  : 


Mr.  Almy, 
Mr.  Alden, 
Mr.  Brown, 
Mr.  Burbank, 
Mr.  Butler, 
Mr.  Ballard, 
Mr.  Cornell, 
Mr.  Colbath, 
Mr.  Elv, 
Mr.  Felch, 


YEAS. 

Mr.  Farrington, 
Mr.  Finch, 
Mr.  Gilbert, 
Mr.  Kellogg, 
Mr.  Kingsley, 
Mr.  Lee, 
Mr.  Martin, 
Mr.  McKeen, 
Mr.  Purdy, 


Mr.  Phillips, 
Mr.  Ralph, 
Mr.  Job  Smith, 
Mr.  Shattuck, 
Mr.  Shellhouse, 
Mr.  Thayer,  . 
Mr.  Wisner, 
Mr.  Ward, 
Mr.  Yerkes, 
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Mr.  Bingham, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr,  Cressey, 

Mr.  Calkin, 
Mr.  Convis, 


Mr.  McGafiey, 
Mr.  Jos.  Smith, 
Mr.  Wing, 
Mr.  Speaker,    . 


NAYS. 

Mr.  Ferrington, 

Mr.  Foote, 

Mr.  Herrington, 

Mr.  Howe,  Mr.  Speaker,  14 

Mr.  Lothrop, 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the  Senate,  through 
their  secretary : 

Mr.  Spjbaker — In  pursuance  of  the  rules  of  the  Senate,  I 
herewith  return  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  without  amend- 
ment, the  bill  entitled  **  A  bill  to  authorize  the  administrator  on 
the  estate  of  Israel  Owen,  late  of  the  county  of  Monroe,  state  of 
Michigan,  deceased,  to  make  and  execute  a  deed  of  certain  real 
estate,"  and  also  transmit  herewith  a  bill  which  has  passed  the 
Senate,  entitled  "  A  bill  to  legalize  the  assessment  roll  of  the 
township  of  Cottrelville,  in  the  county  of  St.  Clair,  for  1830,"  in 
which  the  concurrence  of  the  House  of  Representatives  is  re- 
spectfully requested. 

Mr.  Wing  asked  and  obtained  leave  of  absence  for  Mr.  Felch, 
until  Monday  next. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  incorporate  the  village  of  Coldwater,  in 
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Branch  county,  was  taken  up,  and  on  motion,  laid  on  the  table 
and  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Ward,  of  Berrien,  moved  for  a  reconsideration  of  the  vote 
on  the  third  resolution  in  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  con- 
tested election  from  the  counties  of  Saginaw,  Genesee  and  Shia- 
wassee, which  was,  on  motion,  laid  upon  the  table  until  to- 
morrow. 

On  motion,  the  House  adjourned. 


Friday,  January  20. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

The  roll  being  called,  the  journal  of  the  previous  day  was  read. 

Mr.  Ralph  asked  and  obtained  leave  of  absence  for  Mr.  Le- 
vake. 

Mr.  Butler  asked  and  obtained  leave  of  absence  for  Mr.  Bal- 
lard. 

Mr.  Bingham  asked  and  obtained  leave  of  absence  for  Mf. 
Kellogg,  until  Monday  next. 

Also,  for  Mr.  Purdy. 

Mr.  Convis  asked  and  obtained  leave  of  absence  for  Mr.  Ely, 
until  Monday  next. 

The  following  petitions  were  .prese9ted  and  severally  referred  i 

By  Mr.  Butler,  of  Lenawee, 

Of  sundry  inhabitants  of  Hillsdale  county,  praying  for  the  re- 
moval of  the  present  seat  of  justice  of  said  county.  Referred  to 
the  committee  on  the  removal  of  seats  of  justice. 

By  Mr.  Finch,  of  Lenawee, 

Of  sundry  inhabitants  of  said  county,  praying  for  an  act  to 
authorize  the  board  of  supervisors  of  said  county  to  raise  fifteen 
hundred  dollars  for  building  a  register*s  office  in  said  county. 
On  motion,  the  petition  was  referred  to  a  select  committee  of 
three  members. 

The  Chair  announced  the  following  as  said  committee :  Messrs. 
Finch,  Bingham  suid  Martin. 

By  Mr.  Bingham,  of  Livingston, 

Of  James  H.  Miller  and  others,  for  a  charter  for  a  railroad 
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frcHn  Detroit  to  Grand  river  rapids.     Referred  to  the  committee 
on  internal  improvement 

By  Mr.  Ralph,  of  Hillsdale, 

A  remonstrance  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  said  county^  against 
the  removal  of  the  pres3nt  seat  of  justice  of  said  county.  Re- 
ferred to  the  committee  on  the  removal  of  seats  of  justice. 

By  Mr.  Calkin,  of  Macomb, 

Of  sundry  inhabitants  of  said  county,  for  the  organization  of  a 
new  town.  Referred  to  the  committee  on  the  organization  of 
towns  and  counties. 

By  Mr.  Gilbert,  of  Macorhb, 

Of  Carlos  W.  Brown  and  otfiers,  praying  for  the  organization 
of  a  certstin  town  in  said  county.  Referred  to  the  committee  on 
the  organization  of  towns  and  counties 

By  Mr.  Smith,  of  Cass, 

Of  sundry  inhabitants  of  Van  Buren  county,  praying  for  the 
organization  of  a  certain  town.  Referred  to  the  committee  on 
the  organization  of  towns  and  counties. 

Mr.  Convis,  of  Calhoun,  laid  on  the  table  the  following : 

Resolved^  That,  if  the  Senate  concur,  the  legislature  adjourn 
on  the  fourUi  day  of  March  next 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Ward,  laid  on  the  table  yesterday,  relative 
to  the  reconsideration  of  the  vote  taken  on  the  third  resolution, 
reported  by  the  select  committee  on  the  contested  election  from 
the  counties  of  Saginaw,  Grenesee  and  Shiawassee,  was  taken 
up,  and  the  vote  on  the  adoption  of  said  resdution  was  recon- 
sidered 

Mr.  Convis,  of  Calhoun,  moved  the  indefinite  postponement  of 
the  resolution,  which  motion  was  carried. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Ward,  of  Berrien, 

Besoloed  by  the  House  of  RepresentaiioeSy  That  any  resolu* 
tions  allowing  to  E.  J.  Roberts,  John  S.  Heath  and  Jeremiah 
Smith,  seats  upon  this  floor,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  re- 
scinded, and  that  they  be  entitled  to  their  per  diem  allowance 
and  mileage  until  and  to  include  this  day. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Wing,  of  Monroe, 

Besolvedy  That  the  committee  on  elections  be  instructed  to 

ascertain  what  amendments  are  necessary  in  the  piesent  election 
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laws  of  this  state,  to  carry  into  e&ct  the  provisions  of  the  consti* 
tution  relative  to  the  election  of  senators  and  representatives  to 
the  state  legislature,  and  also  relative  to  the  election  of  a  repre- 
sentative in  Congress,  and  that  they  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cornell, 

Rssdved,  That  the  Secretary  of  State  be,  and  is  hereby,  direct- 
ed to  furnish  a  bound  copy  of  the  journal  of  the  last  House  of 
Representatives,  to  each  member  of  this  House. 

Mr.  Lothrop^  of  Kalamazoo,  laid  on  the  table  the  following : 

**  A  joint  standing  rule  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  state  of  Michigan." 

No  act  of  incorporation  shall  be  sent  from  either  House  to  the 
Executive  for  his  approval  within  three  days  of  the  day  fixed  as 
the  time  for  the  adjournment  of  this  session  of  the  kgisbture. 

Mr.  Convis,  of  Calhoun,  called  up  the  resolution  by  him  here- 
tofore laid  on  the  table,  relative  to  instructing  the  judiciary  com- 
■itttee  to  report  a  bill  repealing  the  act  incorporating  the  Lake 
Erie  and  River  Raisin  railroad  company. 

Mr.  CaUdn  moved  the  following  as  a  substitute,  whidi  was  ne- 
gatived. 

Resolved^  That  the  committee  on  the  judiciary  be  instructed 
to  inquhe  into  and  report  to  this  House  the  propriety  of  instruct- 
ing the  Attorney  General  (^  this  state  to  commence  legal  proceed- 
ings against  the  River  Raisin  and  Lake  Erie  raihx>ad  company,, 
for  the  purpose  of  annulling  their  charter,  and  also  to  report  oa 
the  ri^t  and  expediency  of  the  legidature  repealing  the  act  in- 
corporating said  company. 

The  onginat  resolution  was  then  adopted  as  follows : 

Resolved,  That  the  jodidary  committee  be  instructed  to  report 
a  bill  repealing  the  act  entitled  **  An  act  to  incorporate  the  stock- 
holders of  the  River  Raisin  and  Lake  Erie  railroad  company.'' 

Mr.  Wisner  laid  on  the  table  the  following : 

Rewolvedf  That  the  committee  on  the  judiciary  be  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  lepealiog  the  charters  of  aU  in- 
corporated companies  in  this  state. 

Mr.  Alden,  of  Branch,  firom  the  committee  oa  enrolment,  re- 
ported as  coorrecdy  enrolled  the  joint  resolulion  instroctii^  our 
senators  in  Congress  relative  to  certain  matters  thermn  oootauied. 
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Oq  motion  of  Mr.  Alden,  of  Branch,  the  engrossed  bill  wathled 
^  A  bill  to  incorporate  the  village  of  Coldwater  io  the  county  of 
Branch,"  was  taken  up  and  read  the  third  time.  The  question 
being  upon  its  passage,  it  was  decided  by  yeas  and.  nays  in  the 
affirmative,  as  follows : 


Mr.  Alden, 
Mr.  Almy, 
Mr.  Bingham, 
Mr.  Butler, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Cressey, 
^r.  Calkin, 
Mr.  Convis, 
Mr.  Cornell, 
Mr.  Colbath, 
Mr.  Ferrington, 


YEAa 

Mr.  Farrington, 
Mr.  Finch, 
Mr.  Foote, 
Mr.  Gilbert, 
Mr.  Herrington, 
Mr.  Haskins, 
Mr.  Kingsley, 
Mr.  Kmg, 
Mr.  Lee, 
Mr.  Lothrop, 
Mr.  Martin, 

NAYS. 


Mr.  McGafiey, 

Mr.  Phillips, 
Mr.  Ralph, 
Mr.  Job  Smith, 
Mr.  Shattuck, 
Mr.  Joseph  Smith, 
Mr.  Shellhouse, 
Mr.  Wing, 
Mr.  Wisoer, 
Mr.  Yerkes, 
Mr.  Speaker, 
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The  bill  from  the  Senate  to  legalize  the  assessment  of  taxes 
for  1836,  in  the  township  of  Cottrelville,  St  Clair  county,  was 
taken  up,  read  the  first  and  second  time,  and  on  motion  commit- 
ted to  the  committee  of  the  whole  House. 

Mr.  Finch,  of  Lenawee,  on  leave  previously  obtained,  intro- 
duced "  A  bill  to  authorise  Abigail  Shumway,  administratrix  on 
the  estate  of  Levi  Shumway,  late  of  the  county  of  Lenawee  and 
state  of  Michigan,  deceased,  to  sell  and  convey  certain  pieces 
and  parcels  of  real  estate,"  which  was  read  twice  and  laid  on 
the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lothrop, 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  Mr. 
Convis  in  the  chair,  on  the  bill  entitled  '^  A  bill  to  legalize  the  as- 
sessment of  taxes  for  1836,  in  the  township  of  Cottrelville,  St. 
Clair  county,"  and  after  spending  some  time  therein,  the  commit- 
tee rose  and  through  their  chairman  reported  the  same  wlthiout 
amendment  On  motion,  said  bill  vtras  laid  on  the  table  and  or- 
dered Id  be  read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Kingsley  called  up  the  following  report  of  the  joAdsTf 
committee,  which  was  road  and  adopted : 
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• 

The  judiciary  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  that  part  of 
the  Governor  s  message  relating  to  imprisonment  for  debt, . 

REPORT  : 

That  the  commissioner  appointed  to  arrange  and  digest  a  code 
of  laws  for  the  state,  be  instructed  to  make  provision  in  that  code 
for  the  abolishment  of  imprisonment  for  debt,  on  all  contracts 
made  after  said  code  shall  be  in  force  ;  but  in  cases  where  the 
debtor  has  been  guilty  of  fraud  in  contracting  the  debt,  or  of 
fraud  in  concealing  or  making  way  with  the  means  of  payment, 
that  he  make  full  provision  for  eliciting  evidence  of  such  fraud, 
and  for  punishing  for  the  commission  of  t5e  same  when  proved* 
by  imprisonment  or  otherwise ;  and  further,  that  a  copy  of  this 
report  be  given  to  said  commissioner. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McKeen, 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  Mr. 
McGaffey  in  the  chair,  on  the  bill  entitled  "  A  bill  to  authorize 
the  board  of  supervisors  of  the  county  of  Lapeer  to  loan  a  cer- 
tain sum  of  money,"  and  after  spending  some  time  therein,  the 
committee  rose  and  through  their  chairman  reported  the  same 
to  the  House  with  sundry  amendments,  which  were  concurred 
in.  On  motion,  said  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read 
a  third  time  to-morrow, 

Mr.  Kingsley  moved  the  suspension  of  the  twenty-first  rule, 
which  was  agreed  to,  and  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce 
a  bill  entitled  "  A  bill  to  regulate  the  election  for  the  county  of 
Shiawasseffe." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Alden, 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  Mr. 
Burbank  in  the  chair,  on  said  bill,  and  after  spending  some  time 
therein,  rose  and  reported  the  same  to  the  House  without  amend- 
ment. 

The  rule  being  on  motion  suspended,  said  bill  was  read  the 
third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  Alden,  on  leave  granted,  presented  the  petition  of  sundry 
inhabitants  of  Oakland  county,  praying  for  the  incorporation  of  a 
wool  growing  and  manufacturing  company.  Referred  to  the 
committee  on  agriculture  and  manufactures. 

On  motion,  adjourned. 
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Saturday^  January  21. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment 

The  roll  being  called,  the  journal  of  the  previous  day  was  read. 

Mr.  McKeen  asked  and  obtained  leave  of  absence  for  Mr. 
Cressey,  until  Tuesday  next 

Mr.  Ward  asked  and  obtained  leave  of  absence  for  Mr.  Almy. 

Mr.  Howe  asked  and  obtained  leave  of  absence  for  Mr.  Shat- 
tuck,  until  Tuesday  next. 

The  following  petitions  were  presented  and  severally  referred: 

By  Mr.  Butler,  of  Lenawee, 

Of  sundry  inhabitants  of  Hillsdale,  praying  for  the  removal  of 
the  present  seat  of  justice  of  said  county.  Referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  removal  of  seats  of  justice. 

By  Mr.  Calkin,  of  Macomb, 

Of  sundry  inhabitants  of  said  county,  on  the  subject  of  county 
buildings.     Referred  to  the  select  committee  on  that  subject. 

Mr:  Convis,  of  Calhoun,  called  up  the  petition  of  Joseph  Sib- 
ley and  others!,  heretofore  laid  on  the  table,  praying  for  authority 
to  construct  a  dam  on  the  Kalamazoo  river.  Referred  to  the 
committee  on  university  and  school  lands. 

Mr.  Lee  presented  the  petition  of  Samuel  Colbath,  praying  for 
compensation  for  his  services  as  a  soldier  in  maintaining  the  su- 
premacy of  the  laws  in  1835.  Referred  to  the  committee  on 
claims. 

The  Chair  presented  the  petition  of  Thomas  Snyder,  praying 
for  compensation  as  a  witness  in  a  certain  case  therein  stated. 
Referred  to  the  committee  on  claims. 

Mr.  Lee,  from  the  judiciary  committee,  which  was  instructed 
to  report  a  bill  to  repeal  an  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  incorporate 
^  River  Raisin  and  Lake  Erie  railroad  company,"  reported  a 
bill  accordingly,  which  was  read  the  first  and  second  time  and 
laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lothrop,  of  Kalamazoo, 

Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
State  of  Michigan^  That  the  joint  select  committee  appointed  to 
investigate  the  affairs  of  the  **'  Bank  of  Monroe"  and  other  banka, 
be  directed  to  proceed  forthwith  to  the  village  of  Monroe  and 
investigate  the  afiairs  of  said  bank. 
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Reaolvedy  That  this  resolution  be  sent  to  the  Senate  for  its  con* 
currencse. 

Mr.  Convis  called  up  the  resolution  yesterday  laid  on  the  table 
by  him,  relative  to  the  adjournment  of  the  legislature,  which,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Alden,  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

The  engrossed  bill  from  the  Senate  entitled  "  A  bill  to  legalize 
the  assessment  roll  of  the  township  of  Cottrelville,  in  St  Ciair 
county,  for  1836,"  coming  under  the  special  orders  of  the  day, 
was  taken  up,  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  entitled  "  A  bill  to  fix  the  time  of  the 
annual  meeting  of  the  legislature,"  being  under  consideration,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Convis, 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  Mr. 
Wing  in  the  chair,  on  said  bill,  and  after  spending  some  time 
therein,  the  committee  rose  and  through  their  chairman  reported 
the  same  to  the  House  with  an  amendment,  which  was  concurred 
in. 

The  engrossed  bill  entitled  ^  A  bill  to  authorize  the  board  of 
supervisors  of  Lapeer  county  to  loan  a  certain  sum  of  money,'' 
being  under  consideration,  was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  Ward  moved  to  lay  the  orders  of  the  day  on  the  table,  in 
order  to  present  a  petition  from  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  state, 
praying  for  an  act  to  incorporate  a  joint  stock  compaqy  to  con- 
struct a  canal  around  the  Falls  of  St  Marie,  which  motion  was 
granted.  Said  petition  was  presented  and  referred  to  the  select 
committee  on  that  subject 

On  motion  oi  Mr.  Convis,  the  orders  of  the  day  were  again 
taken  up. 

The  engrossed  resolution,  ^  A  joint  resolution  instructing  our 
senators  and  representative  in  Congress,  relative  to  light^houses 
and  harbors,"  was  taken  up,  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ward, 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole, 
Mr.  Wisner  in  the  chair,  on  the  bill  entitled  ^  A  bill  to  vacate 
the  present  seat  of  justice  of  Berrien  county,  and  to  establish  the 
same  at  the  village  of  Berrien,  in  said  county,''  and  after  spend- 
ing some  time  therein,  the  committee  rose  and  reported  the  same 
to  the  House  with  sundry  amendments,  which  were  concurred 


Monday  J  January  28. 
The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment 
The  Chair  presented  the  following  communication  from  the 
Auditor  General : 

7b  the  Hon.  the  Senate 

and  House  of  Representatives : 
I  herewith  transmit  my  account  for  contingent  expenses  from 
December  24th,  1835,  to  the  1st  instant,  part  of  which  was  in- 
curred under  the  late  territorial  government,  and  the  rest  under 
our  present  state  government,  all  of  which  is  respectfully  submit- 
ted for  allowance. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Your  nwst  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  ABBOTT, 
Auditor  General  state  of  Michigan. 
Detroity  Jan.  2,  1837. 

On  motion, 

Said  account  was  referred  to  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means. 

The  following  communicaticm  was  received  from  the  Senate, 
through  their  secretary : 

Mr.  Speakjbr — In  pursuance  of  the  rules  of  the  Senate,  I  here- 
with return  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  without  amend- 
ment, the  bill  entitled  ^  A  bill  to  regulate  the  election  for  the  coun- 
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in.    Said  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time 
on  Monday  next 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Convis,  • 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  Mr. 
Butler  in  the  chair,  on  the  bill  entitled  **  A  bill  to  regulate  the  \ 

interest  of  money,**  and  after  spending  some  time  therein,  the 
committee  rose  and  reported  the  same  to  the  House,  and  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Lothrop,  said  bill  was  recommitted  to  a  select  com- 
mittee of  five,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Lothrop,  Wing,  Convis,  Rnch 
and  Phillips. 

On  motion,  adjourned. 
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ty  of  Shiawassee  f  and  also  transmit  a  "  Resolution  relative  to 
appropriations  for  certain  light-houses,"  &c.,  which  has  passed 
the  Sejpate,  and  in  which  they  respectfully  ask  the  concurrence 
of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

The  following  petitions  were  presented  and  severally  referred  : 

By  the  Chair, 

Of  Robert  Abbott,  executor  of  Mary  Abbott,  for  a  law  to 
enable  him  to  sell  certain  real  estate.  Referred  to  the  committee 
on  the  judiciary. 

By  Mr.  Butler,  of  Lenawee, 

Of  sundry  inhabitants  of  Hillsdale  county,  praying  for  the  re- 
moval of  the  present  seat  of  justice  of  said  county.  Referred  to 
the  committee  on  removal  of  seals  of  justice. 

By  Mr.  Alden,  of  Branch, 

A  remonstrance  of  William  McCIerg  and  others,  against  the 
division  of  a  certain  township  in  said  county.  Referred  to  the 
committee  on  the  organization  of  towns  and  counties. 

By  Mr.  Ralph,  of  Hillsdale, 

A  remonstrance  of  sundiy  inhabitants  of  said  county  against 
the  removal  of  the  present  seat  of  justice  of  said  county.  Refer- 
red to  the  committee  on  the  removal  of  seats  of  justice. 

By  Mr.  McGaffey,  of  St.  Joseph, 

Of  sundry  merchants  of  White  Pigeon,  praying  for  a  law  in- 
creasing the  tax  upon  pedlers.  On  motion,  said  petition  was 
referred  to  a  select  committee  of  five  members,  consisting  of 
Messrs.  McGaffey,  Lee,  Herrington,  Convis  and  Howe. 

Mr.  Butler  presented  the  claim  of  H.  N.  Baldwin  for  expenses 
incurred  and  horses  furnished  the  state  in  1835.  Referred  to  the 
committee  on  claims. 

Mr.  Finch,  of  Lenawee,  from  the  select  committee  to  which 
was  referred  the  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  said  county^ 
relative  to  authorizing  the  board  of  supervisors  of  said  county  to 
raise  81,500  to  build  a  fire  proof  register's  office  in  Adrian,  re- 
ported a  bill  entitled  *•  An  act  authorizing  and  requiring  the  su- 
pervisors of  the  county  of  Lenawee  to  build  a  fire  proof  register's 
office,''  which  was  read  the  first  and  second  time,  and  laid  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  Wing,  of  Monroe,  from  the  joint  select  committee  on  the 


Jon.  88.]      HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES,  105 

part  of  the  House,  to  whom  was  referred  the  joint  resolution  of 
the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  relative  to  the  banking 
incorporations  of  this  state,  made  the  following  report,  which  was 
acQepted. 

REPORT. 

The  select  committee  of  this  House,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
joint  resoluticMi  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  rela- 
tive to  the  bank  of  Monroe,  &c,'beg  leave  to  report : 

That  they  have  examined  the  charters  of  the  several  banks  of 
this  state,  and  they  are  satisfied  that  the  powers  contemplated  by 
the  resolution  in  question,  are  not  expressly  reserved  to  the  legis- 
lature ;  the  committee  appointed  by  the  Senate  appear  to  have 
arrived  at  the  same  conclusion,  and  they  therefore  decline  any 
further  action  in  the  premises. 

Your  committee  wouW  further  report  that  the  mode  by  which 
the  legislature  are  authorized  to  obtain  information  relative  to  the 
condition  of  the  several  banks,  is  pointed  out  in  their  respective 
charters,  by  the  provisions  of  which,  the  directors  of  these  banks 
are  required,  upon  the  request  of  the  (Jovernor  and  legislature,  to 
exhibit  a  statement,  under  oath,  showing  the  situation  of  their 
affairs. 

Your  committee  thereforo  ask  to  be  discharged  from  the 
further  consideration  of  said  resolution. 

Mr.  Ward,  of  Berrien,  from  the  committee  on  the  removal  of 
seats  of  justice,  reported  a  bill  entitled  "  A  bill  to  amend  an  act 
entitled  •  An  act  to  provide  for  establishing  seats  of  justice,' "  which 
was  read  the  first  and  second  time,  and  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  McGaffey,  of  St  Joseph,  from  the  committee  on  the  expi- 
ration of  laws,  &c.,  reported  a  bill  entitled  ^  A  bill  to  provide  for 
taking  the  census,"  which  was  read  the  first  and  second  time, 
and  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Cress^,  of  Ijcnawee,  from  the  committee  on  the  organi- 
zation of  towns  and  counties,  reported  a  bill  entitled  '^  An  act  to 
oiganize  the  counties  of  Van  Buren  and  Eaton,"  which  was  read 
the  first  and  second  time,  and  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Convis,  of  Calhoun, 

BeMolvedf  That  the  commissioner  appointed  to  revise  the  laws, 

14 
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be  requested  to  take  into  consideration  the  propriety  of  repealing 
so  much  of  the  act  entitled  **  An  act  to  restrain  incorporated  bank- 
ing associations,"  as  prohibits  private  persons  or  associations 
receiving  deposites,  discounting  noted  or  bills,  or  dealing  in  promis- 
sory notes  and  bills  of  exchange. 

Resolvedy  That  the  clerk  of  this  House  be  directed  to  furnish 
the  reviser  a  copy  of  the  above  resolution. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Yerkes,  of  Oakland, 

Resolved^  That  the  committee  on  roads  and  bridges  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  increasing  the  price 
of  commutation  for  labor  on  roads,  and  to  report  by  bill  or  other- 
wise. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cornell, 

Resoloedy  That  the  committee  on  banks  and  incorporations  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  altering  all  the  bank 
charters  granted  by  the  legislative  council,  and  placing  them 
upon  the  foundation  of  those  granted  by  the  last  legislature,  and 
to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise.  , 

Mr.  Convis  called  up  the  bill  entitled  "  A  bill  to  provide  for 
taking  the  census  ;"  whereupon  Mr.  Lothrop  ofiered  the  follow- 
ing resolution :  ' 

Resolvedy  That  the  bill  reported  by  the  committee  on  expiring 
laws,  providing  for  taking  the  census,  be  referred  back  to  said 
committee,  with  instructions  to  report  a  bill  similar  in  its  pro- 
visions to  **  An  act  providing  for  the  taking  a  census,*  approved 
September  6,  1834. 

On  motion, 

Tie  bill  and  resolution  were  laid  on  the  table. 

The  engrossed  bill  entitled  **  A  bill  to  vacate  the  present  seat 
of  justice  of  Berrien  county,  and  establish  the  same  at  the  village 
of  Berrien,  in  said  county,  coming  under  the  special  order  of  the 
day,  was  taken  up  and  considered,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Ward, 
the  first  blank  was  filled  by  inserting  **  first  day  of  May." 

Mr.  Wing,  by  unanimous  consent  of  the  House  obtained, 
moved  to  amend  said  bill  by  adding  to  the  second  section  the 
following : 

"  And  provided  further,  that  the  title  to  said  lots  or  such  other 
lots  as  a  majority  of  said  supervisors  shall  select  for  public  pur- 
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potiesy  shall  have  been  previously  vested  in  said  county  by  proper 
deeds  of  conveyance ;"  which  motion  was  agreed  to.  The  bill, 
as  amended,  was  (hen  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  **  A  bill  to  authorize  David  Gilbert,  a 
mincH*,  to  sell  certain  land  therein  described,"  was  taken  up,  and 
on  motion,  laid  on  the  table. 

The  joint  resolution  from  the  Senate  relative  to  appropriations 
for  building  certain  light-houses,  &c.,  was  taken  up,  read  and 
concurred  in. 

Mr.  Wing  called  up  from  the  table  the  report  made  this  morn- 
ing of  the  joint  select  committee  on  the  part  of  the  House,  relative 
to  the  banking  incorporations  of  this  state,  and  moved  that  the 
committee  be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
subject ;  which  motion  was  decided  in  the  affirmative,  and  the 
committee  were  discharged. 

Mr.  Cqnvis  moved  that  the  vote  06  the  acceptance  of  said  re- 
port be  reconsidered,  which  motion  was  decided  in  the  negative; 
said  report  being  under  consideration, 

Mr.  Lothrop  offered  the  following  resolutions : 

Resolved^  That  it  is  competent  for  either  branch  of  this  legisla- 
ture, by  its  committees  or  agents  appointed  by  them,  to  examine 
fully  into  the  affairs  and  business  of  every  incorporation  within 
this  state,  to  call  for  persons  and  papers,  and  examine  under  oath 
witnesses. 

JReMolvedf  That  the  select  committee  be  instructed  to  report  a 
bill  providing  for  and  regulating  such  examination. 

On  motion,  said  report  and  resolutions  were  laid  upon  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Conyis, 

The  bill  reported  this  morning,  **  A  bill  to  provide  for  taking 
the  census,"  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  Lothrop  renewed  his  motion  for  the  adoption  of  the  reso- 
lution offered  by  him,  recommitting  said  bill  to  the  select  commit- 
tee whicb  reported  the  same,  with  certain  instructions- 
Mr.  McKeen  moved  to  amend  said  resolution  by  striking  out 
so  much  of  the  tame  as  relates  to  instructions,  which  was  agreed 
ta 

The  question  recurring  on  die  motion  to  recommit  as  amend- 
edy  it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative,  and  the  bill  was  recom- 
mitted 


1€8  JOURNAL  OF  THE  [Jm.  94. 

The  Chair  aunounced  Mr.  Lee  to  fill  the  vacaecy  id  the  sp^ 
cial  committee  relative  to  a  ship  canal  around  the  Falls  of  8L 
Marie,  occasioned  by  the  seat  (rf  William  F,  Mosely  being 
vacated. 

Also  Mr.  Burbank,  to  fill  the  vacancy  in  the  committee  on 
Indian  a!Tairs.  Mr.  Haskins  to  fill  the  vacancy  in  the  committee 
on  ways  and  means.  Mr.  Parrington  to  fill  the  vaoancy  in  the 
committee  ou  enrolment,  and  Mr.  Thayer  to  fiU  the  vacancy  in 
the  committee  on  printiiii:; 

Ou  motion,  the  House  adjourned. 


Tuesda^t  Janaary  34. 

The.  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment 

The  following  petitions  were  presented  and  severally  refenBd: 

By  Mr.  McGafley,  of  St;  Joseph, 

Of  sundry  merchants  and  others,  of  NormaD,  in  said  county^ 
praying  for  an  increase  of  taxes  upon  pedlenu  Referred  to  the 
select  committee  on  that  subject 

By  Mr.  Wisner,  of  Oakland, 

Of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  fifth  senatorial  district,  praying  for 
a  charter  for  a  timbered  road  from  Bloomfield  to  Detroit.  Refer* 
red  to  the  committee  on  roads  and  bridges. 

By  Mr.  Smith,  of  Cass, 

Of  sundry  inhabitants  of  said  county,  fer  a  bank  at  Edwards- 
burgh,  in  said  county. 

By  Mr.  Farrington,  ci  Monroe, 

Of  sundry  inhabitants  oK  said  county,  praying  for  an  equalca- 
tion  of  taxes.    Referred  to  the  select  committee  on  that  subject 

By  the  Chair, 

_  • 

Of  N.  Champ,  praying  for  an  allowance  for  the  sapport  cf  pri- 
soners in  jail.    Referred  to  the  committee  on  claims. 

Mr.  Lothrop,  from  the  committee  on  banks  and  iocorpoiatlans^ 
wbieh  was  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  passing  a 
law-  incorporating  the  *^  Michigan  insurance  and  kmn  oompaay,* 
reported  that  it  is  expedient  to  incorporate  said  company ;  which 
/eport  was,  on  motion,  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Fincht  from  previoas  notice  given,  arited  and  obtained 
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have  to  bring  in  a  bill  entitled  ^  An  act  to  incorporate  the  Lena* 
wee  coonty  mutual  insurance  company  f  which  was  read  a  first 
and  seG<M)d  time,  and  laid  upon  the  taUe. 

Also,  from  previous  notice  given,  asked  and  obtained  leavef  to  i»* 
troduce  a  bill  entitled  ^  An  act  providing  for  judgments  veeomlcd 
and  filed  in  the  clerk's  office,  a  lien  upon  real  estate,"  which  was 
read  the  first  and  second  time,  and  on  motion,  committed  to  the 
committee  on  the  judiciar}'. 

Mr.  Alden,  from  the  committee  on  enrdment,  reported  as  eor- 
rectly  enrolled  ^  An  act  to  regulate  the  election  for  the  ooualy  of 
Shiawassee." 

Mr.  IVf  cGafiey,  from  the  committee  on  expixataoB  c^  laws,  &c^ 
to  which  was  recommitted  the  bill,  '^  A  bill  to  provide  for  taking 
the  census,"  reported  the  same  to  the  House  with  an  amendment 

Mr.  Lee,  of  Washtenaw,  ofifered  the  fdlowii^: 

Whereas,  there  being  but  one  daily  paper  published  in,  Detroit^ 
and  that  being  the  only  medium  through  which  the  proceedings  of 
the  House  can  oome  before  the  public  daily, 

Resdeedi  That  this  house  recognize  G.  R.  Lillibridge  as  re* 
porter  to  the  House  for  the  journal  and  state  register,  and  that 
he  be  entitled  to  a  member's  per  diem  allowance  for  his  services 
for  the  time  he  shall  report 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ward,  the  preamUe  and  resolution  were  laid 
upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Burbank  laid  upon  the  table  the  following  resolution; 

Resoloed  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repte9enUdi9e$  of  tie 
State  of  Michigan^  That  the  directors  of  the  several  banks  in 
said  state,  be  and  they  are  hereby  requiredt  o  furnish  the  Governs 
or,  and  the  said  Senate  and  House  of  RepreseaDatives,  forthwith^ 
**  with  a  statement  and  return  which  shall  state  the  amount  of 
capital  stock  paid  in,  of  the  debts  due  the  same,  of  the  moneys  de* 
posited  therein,  of  the  notes' in  circulation  and  of  the  specie  on 
hand,"  properly  sworn  to  in  the  manner  provided  in  the  chait^ra 
of  the  several  hanks. 

Mr.  Cres?ey  moved  to  take  up  the  resolution  relative  to  the  ad* 
joomment  of  the  legislature,  heretofore  laid  upon  the  tables  which 
was  negatived 

Mr.  Alden  moved  to  take  up  and  consider  the  report  of  the 
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oommittee  on  the  removal  of  seats  of  justice,  heretofore  mado  and 
laid  upon  the  table,  to  which  was  referred  the  report  of  the  com- 
missioners appointed  to  review  the  seat  of  justice  of  Branch  coun* 
ty,  which  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  question  being  upon  the  adoption  of  the  resolution  contain- 
ed in  said  report, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Alden,  tlie  vote  discharging  said  committee 
from  the  further  consideration  of  the  subject,  was  reconsidered, 
aiid  the  report,  resolution  and  accompanying  documents  were 
recommitted  to  said  committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Convis,  the  House  resolved  itself  into  a  com- 
mittee of  the  whole,  Mr.  Felch  in  the  chair,  on  the  following  bills, 
viz.  "  A  bill  to  authorize  the  supervisors  and  township  clerk  of  the 
township  of  Marshall,  to  levy  a  tax  on  the  property  assessed  in 
1836  ;"  "A  bill  to  authorize  the  Governor  to  appoint  a  private  se- 
cretBLTyf  and  "  A  bil.  to  authorize  Abigail  Shum way,  administra- 
trix on  the  estate  of  Levi  Shumway,  late  of  the  county  of  Lenawee, 
deceased,  to  sell  certain  pieces  or  parcels  of  real  estate  f  and 
after  spending  some  time  therein,  the  committee  rose  and  through 
their  chairman,  reported  the  first  and  second  named  bills,  to  the 
House  without  amendment,  and  the  third  named  bill  with  an 
amendment,  which  report  was  concurred  in. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Convis,  the  bill  authoiizing  the  towTiship 
clerk  and  supervisor  of  the  township  of  Marshall  to  levy  a  tax  on 
property  assessed  in  1836,  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read 
the  third  time  to-day. 

The  "  bill  authorizing  Abigail  Shumway,  administratrix,  &c.  to 
sell  certain  pieces  and  parcels  of  real  estate"  being  under  consid- 
eration, Mr.  Lothrop  moved  to  amend  the  same  by  striking  out 
aH  after  the  word  "security**  in  the  21st  line,and  insert,  "condition- 
ed that  all  money  arising  from  such  sale  shall  be  reinvested  as  is 
provided  in  the  fourth  section  of  "  An  act  authorizing  judges  of 
probate  to  grant  license  to  sell  the  real  estate  of  minors  and 
others,"  approved  July  26,  1836,  which  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Felch,  said  bill  and  amendment  were  com- 
mitted to  the  committee  on  the  judiciary. 

The  unanimous  consent  of  the  House  having  been  obtained,  Mr. 
Convis  offered  the  fallowing : 
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Resolvedf  That  the  committee,  on  the  judiciary  be  requested  to 
bring  in  a  bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled  ^  An  act  to  authorize  judges 
of  probate  to  grant  license  to  sell  the  real  estate  of  minors  and 
others,"  which  was  agreed  to. 

The  following  conununication  was  received  from  the  Executive 
by  Mr.  Jackson,  his  private  secretary: 
To  Ike  House  of  Bepresentalices : 

I  have  this  day  approved  and  filed  in  the  office  of  Secretary  of 
St^Lte  the  following  acts,  viz : 

^  An  act  to  authorize  Morris  S.  Hutchins  and  others  to  con- 
vey certain  lands." 

*^  An  act  to  repeal  so  much  of  the  second  section  as  relates  to 

'the  rate  of  interest,  of  an  act  entitled  '  An  act  to  authorize  the 

board  of  supervisors  of  certain  counties  therein  named,  to  borrow 

certain  sums  of  money,  and  for  other  purposes,'  approved  March 

24,  iMSe." 

^  An  act  authorizing  the  administrator  on  the  estate  of  Israel 

Owen,  late  of  the  county  of  Monroe  and  state  of  Michigan,  de- 

ceased,  to  make  and  execute  a  deed  of  certain  real  estate.'' 

**  An  act  to  regulate  the  election  for  the  county  of  Shiawassee/ 

**  An  act  to  legalize  the  assessment  roll  in  the  township  of 

Cottrelville,  in  the  county  of  St.  Clair,  for  the  year  1^36." 

And  alao,  **  A  joint  rpsoiution  instructing  our  senators  in  Con- 
gress relative  to  certain  matters  contained  tfierein." 

STEVENS  T.  MASON. 
January  24, 1837. 

The  following  communication  was  received, fr(»n  the  Senate 
through  their  secretary : 

Mr.  Sfbaker — In  pursuance  of  the  rules  of  the  Senate,  I  here- 
with transmit  to  the  House  of  Representatives  sundry  joint  reso- 
lutions entitled  as  follows,  viz : 
**  A  resolution  relative  to  a  port  of  entry  at  St.  Joseph ;" 
*'  A  resolution  relative  to  an  appropriation  for  improving  the 
navigation  of  the  rivers  of  this  state,  and  for  other  purposes ;" 

''A  resolution  relative  to  daily  mails  on  certain  routes  in 
this  state,"  which  have  passed  the  Senate,  and  in  which  the  con- 
currence of  the  House  of  Representatives  is  respectfully  re« 
quested:     And  also  herewith  return,. without  amendment,  the 
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resolution  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  entitled  •*  A  joint 
i«6olutioQ  instructing  our  senators  and  representatives  relative  to 
lights-houses  aiid  harbors." 

T^  following  joint  resolutions  from  the  Senate : 

**  A  joint  resolution  rdative  to  a  port  d  entry  at  Sc  Joseph  ;" 
also,  "  A  joint  resolution  relative  to  an  appropriation  for  knpro- 
ving  the  navigaticni  of  the  rivers  of  this  state,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses," were,  on  moticxi,  taken  up  and  concurred  in. 

The  joint  rescJution  from  the  Senate,  relative  to  a  daily  mail 
w  certain  routes  in  this  state,  being  under  consideration,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Felch,  the  same  v^ras  amended  by  strikii^  out  the 
wdds  **  liberafity  of,"  in  the  1 1th  line,  and  insert  "  liberaP  in  lieu 
thereof.    The  resoluticm  as  amended  was  then  concurred  in. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fekh,  the  -^  bill  authorizing  the  Governor  to 
appoint  a  private  secretary,"  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Monfore  asked  and  obtained  leave  of  absence  for  Mr. 

Calkin. 

Also,  gave  notice  that  he  should  ask  leave,  on  a  future  day,  to 
bring  in  a  bill  to  amend  the  charter  of  Ae  **  Shelby  and  BfeU 
river  railroad  company,"  approved  March  96th,  1880. 

The  unanimous  ccmsent  of  the  House  having  been  obtained, 
Mr.  Akien,  of  Branch,  presented  the  remonstrance  of  sundry  in- 
habitants of  sgid  county,  against  the  removal  of  the  county  seat 
of  said  coanty.  Referred  to  the  committee  on  jhe  removal  of 
seats  of  justice. 

Mr.  Ely,  from  the  committee  on  internal  improvements,  to 
which  was  referred  so  much  of  the  Governor's  message  as  re- 
lates to  that  subject,  made  the  following  report,  which  was  read 
and  laid  on  the  table,  and  one  thousand  copies  ordered  to  be 
printed  in  pamphlet  form. 

The  committee  on  internal  improvement,  to  whom  has  been 
referred  that  part  of  the  message  of  the  Executive  which  relates 
to  this  subject,  respectfully 

REPORT: 

That  they  have  directed  their  best  attention,  within  the  limited 
time  allowed  them,  to  the  important  subject  submitted  by  the 
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House,  suid  have  felt  it  their  duty  to  express  fully  and  freely  Uieir 
•decided  approbation  of  the  measures  therein  proposed. 

Before  entering  upon  the  immediate  object  of  this  report,  a  few 
preliminary  observations  may  not  be  considered  as  irrelevant. 

Not  many  years  since,  the  peainsula  of  Micbi.^an  was  scarcely 
known.  A  few  military  and  trading  posts  were  the  sole  traces 
of  civilization  upon  the  broad  expanse  of  her  magnificent  soli- 
tudes. Shut  out,  apparently,  by  a  wide  waste  of  waters  from 
the  east,  and  almost  destitute  of  internal  com^iunication  with  the 
south  and  west,  she  seemed  to  ihe  careless  eye  doomed  to  a  per- 
petual desolation.  Struggling  against  a  powerfi;il  enemy  from 
without,  and  the  savage  foe  within  her  borders— far  from  the 
protecting  arm  of  the  Union  on  the  one  side,  and  on  the  otlier 
defending  berself,  almost  unaided,  from  the  sudden  and  cruel  in- 
cursions of  the  unsparing  Indian,  who,  emerged  from  unknown 
fastnesses  and  supposed  interminable  marshes — ^her  few  and  gal- 
lant inhabitants,  the  offspring  of  a  chivalrous  nation,  hardly  main* 
tained  their  footing  on  her  soil.  Within  the  memory  of  some  of 
her  yet  living  inhabitants,  such  was  her  condition.  The  contrast 
which  her  present  state  exhibits  can  find  no  parallel  but  in  the 
annals  of  our  own  country.  The  progress  of  centuries  in  other 
lands,  is  here  realized  in  as  many  years.  The  sound  of  the  fall- 
ing forest  is  every  where  heard — abun'iarit  hai-vests  usurp  the 
rank  luxuriance  of  her  prairies — farms,  villa  res  and  cities  spring 
up  on  every  siele,  under  the  migical  hand  of  intelligent  labor — ^the 
wide  embracing  -arms  of  her  surrounding  seas  bear  to  her  inr 
dented  shores  a  thousand  keels,  freighted  with  tribute  to  the  en* 
terprize  and  industry  of  her  numerous  and  enlightened  population. 
Peopled  as  Michigan  is,  in  a  great  measure,  from  the  most  intel- 
ligent and  enterprizing  of  her  sister  states,  she  justly  looks  for- 
ward to  stand  beside  thera  on  an  equal  footing  in  the  great  family 
of  states. 

This  can  alone  be  accomplished*  in  the  opinion  of  your  com- 
mittee, by  advancing  with  them  pari  passu  in  the  high  road  of 
national  jMrosperity — ^intemil  improvement 

The  subject  of  internal  improvement  is  one  which  is  occupy- 
ing the  intelligence  of  the  age.    Every  portion  of  the  civilized 

globe  is  emulously  engaged  in  realizing  its  benefits.    It  is  no 

15 
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longer  an  experiment.  It  has  ceased  to  be  a  question,  whether 
the  calm  and  peaceable  occupations  of  a  pastoral  and  agricultu- 
ral life,  are  more  conducive  to  human  happiness  than  the  excite- 
ment and  activity  of  commerce  and  manufactures.  Every  poi> 
tion  of  our  community,  whether  near  the  seaboard  or  remote,  is 
struggling  to  obtain  its  duo  share  of  the  general  wealth.  The 
spirit  of  the  age  is  to  equalize  the  blessings  of  society.  Internal 
improvement  is  the  great  lever  which  is  opening  the  sealed  up 
fountains  of  national  wealth  and  civilization.  It  is  forming  high- 
ways for  the  march  of  advancement  in  the  moral  and  social  con- 
dition of  our  species ;  bringing  the  most  remote  together  in  hon- 
orable rivalry,  and  the  most  obscure  into  the  light  of  the  general 
intelligence.  The  romance  of  the  past  age  is  the  reality  of  the 
present  Who  would  have  credited  a  few  years  since,  the  pos- 
sibility that  the  extremities  of  our  vast  republic,  extending  from 
clime  to  clime,  would  approach  within  a  few  days'  journey  of 
each  other  7 — That  the  south,  almost  without  a  metaphor,  would 
stretch  out  her  hand  overflowing  with  her  luxuriant  fruits,  in  ex- 
change for  the  sterner  products  of  the  north  ? 

It  is  but  a  few  years  since,  that  any  considerable  attempts 
have  been  made  to  establish  an  internal  communication  by  rail- 
ways for  general  purposes.  The  brilliani  results  which  followed 
the  experiments  in  England,  fully  established  the  superiority  of 
this  mode  of  conveyance ;  and  the  people  of  tlie  United  States, 
ever  prompt  to  avail  themselves  of  well  tested  improvements, 
have  already  advanced  beyond  her  in  the  extent  and  magnifi- 
cence of  her  public  works.  Her  canals  and  railroads  are  spread- 
ing like  arteries  over  the  whole  extent  of  her  vast  territory,  kind- 
lii^  into  power  and  healthy  action  the  whole  body  politic. 

The  question  for  Michigan  to  decide  is,  whether  she  will  by 
her  own  energies  seize  the  present  opportunity  to  avail  herself 
of  these  vas(  viaducts  of  wealth  and  prosperity,  and  lead  them 
laden  with  riches  within  her^own  borders,  or  whether  by  her 
timidity  or  apathy  she  will  allow  them  to  pass  her  by  to  swell 
the  power  and  abundance  of  her  wiser  neighbors.  By  a  glance 
at  the  map  of  the  United  States,  with  the  courses  of  her  present 
and  proposed  chain  of  intercommunication,  it  will  appear  mani* 
fest  that  Michigan  is  singularly  fortunate,  from  her  position,  in 
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her  ability  to  avail  herself  of  its  benefits.  Lying  near  the  bead 
of  the  plain  of  the  central  or  Mississippi  valley,  surrounded  by 
navigable  waters  which  afford  easy  access  to  almost  the  whole 
circumference  of  her  territory,  and  affording  her  a  rapid  transit 
to  an  immense  extent  of  country — with  the  ability  to  obtain  the 
most  rapid  communication  with  Canada,  New  York,  and  the 
whole  range  of  the  eastern  and  middle  states,  on  the  one  hand, 
and  on  the  other,  with  the  wide  extended  and  fertile  valley  of  the 
M.ssissippi — based  upon  the  richest  and  most  populous  of  the 
western  states — with  the  power,  by  a  slight  effort  to  avail  herself 
of  the  great  chain  of  communication  from  the  farthest  south,  she 
seems  seated  by  nature  in  the  very  lap  of  wealth  and  power.  To 
illustrate  these,  a  brief  survey  of  the  most  important  of  routes  pro- 
posed, or  in  progress,  is  alone  necessary.  A  great  northern  chain 
of  communication  is  contemplated  and4)artly  in  progress,  between 
several  of  the  Atlantic  cities  and  the  Mississippi — running 
through  the  centre  of  Massachusetts  and  New  York,  and  con- 
nected by  lines  completed  or  in  progress  with  Rhode  Island,  Con- 
necticut, New  Hampshire,  Vermont  and  Pennsylvan'a.  The 
Detroit  and  Niagara  railroad,  leading  from  Black  Rock  to  Sand- 
wich, nearly  opposite  to  Detroit,  which  is  chartered  with  most 
liberal  provisions,  ov^r  a  route  well  adapted  to  the  object,  brings 
it  to  our  own  doors.  Here  then  the  duty  of  Michigan,  to  supply  a 
most  important  link  in  this  great  work,  commences,  and  her 
most  strenuous  efforts  in  aid  of  its  completion,  is  pressed  upon 
her  by  the  strongest  motives  of  interest  The  speedy  completion 
of  the  Detroit  and  St  Joseph  railroad  carries  it  to  Lake  Michi- 
gan ;  whence  fifty  miles  of  steam  navigation,  (or  a  railroad  from 
St  Joseph  river  to  the  line  of  the  state)  unites  with  the  works  in 
progress  from  Chicago  to  the  Illinois  river,  to  complete  the  route 
to  the  Mississippi.  Besides  offjring  to  her  choice  several  Atlan- 
tic markets,  she  wHl  become  the  middle  ground  for  the  transmis- 
sion of  the  inexhaustible  mineral  and  other  treasures  of  the  north- 
west, and  the  great  mart  for  the  exchange  of  these  for  foreign 
commodities  essential  to  the  wants  and  luxuries  of  a  wide  spread 
population,  daily  increasing  in  numbers  and  refinement  Added 
to  which,  with  a  small  expenditure,  she  may  avail  herself  of  tho 
great  oorthero  and  southern  lines  of  communication,  one  of  which 
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extends  from  Philadelphia  to  Lake  Erie,  another  from  Charleston 
to  Cincinnati,  and  from  thence  to  the  Maumee  river,  to  which 
point  we  approach  within  but  a  few  mites  by  roads  already  char^ 
tered.  The  contemplated  New  Orleans  and  Nashville  railroad 
win  undoubtedly  find  a  union  with  some  of  the  great  western 
routes,  and  lead  us,  freed  from  the  dangers  of  the  Mississippi,  to 
the  extremilv  of  the  Union. 

The  present  is  in  the  opinion  of  your  committee  the  proper 
period  to  carry  through  at  once  at  least  one  perfect  line  of  com- 
munication across  the  state.  Already  similar  works  threaten  to 
divert  the  point  of  communication  beyond  our  borders,  and  the 
wealth  of  our  southern  neighbors  will  be  exercised,  as  their  power 
has  been,  to  add  nnolher  to  the  invaluable  benefits  of  which  they 
have  already  deprived  us.  If  we  are  wanting  to  ourselves  at 
this  crisis,  the  stream  of  trade  will  sweep  by  our  southern  boun* 
dary,  and  leave  our  people  to  regret  for  a  loss  which  no  future 
.exertion  can  ever  entirelv  restore. 

In  the  prosecution  of  our  plan  of  internal  improvement,  the 
great  objects  to  be  kept  in  view  are  the  encouragement  of  all  in- 
tercommunication with  works  that  terminate  upon  our  borders 
of  a  general  character,  and  the  completion  of  our  portion  of  the 
chain  in  the  most  speedy  manner  which  may  be  compatible  with 
the  resources  of  the  state.  To  which  should  be  added,  the  most 
liberal  encouragement  of  all  works  of  a  local  nature  which  will 
intersect  the  groat  leading  parallel  routes.  This,  in  the  opinion 
of  your  committee,  will  be  most  effectually  performed,  by  the 
recovery  of  the  control  of  such  works  of  a  general  nature  as  are 
in  the  hands  of  pri\  nte  companies,  and  retaining  others  of  a  simi- 
lar character,  witliin  its  own  power,  for  immediate  construction 
as  state  works.  All  inferior  designs,  whose  features  are  local, 
should  be  left  open  to  the  enterprize  of  private  associations. 
The  end  in  view  being  the  prompt  effectuation  of  a  full  develope- 
ment  of  our  internal  resources,  the  attempt  by  the  state  to  grasp 
the  entire  control  of  all  such  works,  will  of  necessity  impede  the 
progress  of  the  whole. 

A  few  leading  routes  in  successful  operation  will  excite  the 
enterprise  of  every  section  of  the  country,  while  it  will  create  and 
allure  capital  for  the  more  rapid  fulfilment  of  every  design. 
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The  waste  of  means,  as  well  as  the  delays  attendant  upon  the 
undertaking  of  too  many  projects  at  once,  will  create  insurmount- 
able embarrassments,  as  well  from  the  delay  of  returns  from  the 
requisite  investments,  as  the  local  and  sectional  struggles,  from 
year  to  year,  in  every  portion  of  the  state. 

This  latter  reflection  induces  the  conviction  of  the  paramount 
importance  of  adopting  early  a  general  plan  of  internal  policy, 
before  the  increase  of  population  and  wealth,  at  particular  points, 
shall  oppose  selfish  views  and  local  attachments  to  broad  and 
liberal  schemes  of  general  improvement.  In  this  view  of  the 
subject,  much  will  be  left  to  private  effort  and  individual  enter- 
prize,  and  without  doubt  plans  of  improvement  will  be  underta- 
ken, eminently  calculated  to  promote  the  general  good.  To 
such,  when  private  means  are  inadequate  to  their  execution,  it  is 
the  duty  and  interest  of  the  state  to  extend  its  aid  by  liberal  ap- 
propriations. This  aid  can  be  extended  by  the  government  with 
advantage  and  safety,  within  proper  limits  and  salutary  restraints. 
Upon .  this  system,  the  interest  of  the  state  will  dictate  the  ac- 
complishment, as  soon  as  practicable,  of  two  or  more  direct  routes 
across  the  peninsula. 

A  railroad  or  other  communication,  extending  through  the 
southernmost  tier  of  counties,  will  enable  us  to  effect  an  easy 
junction  with  the  extensive  works  now  in  progress,  stretching 
tlirough  the  states  from  east  to  west  and  from  south  to  north, 
and  which  approach  our  southern  border. 

The  Detroit  and  St.  Joseph  railroad  will  complete  the  chain 
of  communication  in  progress,  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Missis- 
sippi, through  the  middle  portion  of  our  peninsula.  A  railroad 
from  Fort  Gratiot  to  the  mouth  of  Grand  river,  will  unite  the 
links  of  a  contemplated  route  through  the  Canadas  to  the  foot  of 
Lake  Huron.  And  passing  through  the  counties  of  St  Clair, 
Lapeer,  Genesee,  Shiawassee,  Clinton,  Ionia,  Kent  and  Ottawa, 
along  the  valleys  of  the  Belle,  Flint,  Looking  Glass  and  Grand 
rivers,  to  Lakj  Michigan,  will,  by  a  steam  navigation  of  sixty 
miles,  form,  with  a  railroad  (for  which  application  is  about  being 
made  to  the  legislature  of  Wisctmsin,)  from  Milwaukie  to  Cass- 
ville,  the  shortest  and  most  direct  route  to  the  Atlantic  and  Mis. 
sisiippi.     This  would  command  the  trade  and  commerce  of  Wis- 
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consin  and  the  Upper  Mississippi,  incalculable  in  amount  from 
its  fast  developing  mineral  and  agricultural  wealth.  A  canal 
from  the  head  waters  of  the  Grand  river  to  those  of  the  iSaginaw 
or  Black  river,  is  of  manifest  importance,  and  will  materially 
tend  to  advance  the  growing  interests  of  our  valuable  northern 
section.  At  some  future  period  it  may  be  found  expedient  to 
extend  a  railroad  through  the  centre  of  the  peninsula  from  the 
straits  of  Mackinac,  to  complete  a  chain  of  central  communica- 
tion through  the  whole  length  of  the  Union. 

When  it  is  considered  that  the  year  1837  is  but  the  tenth  year 
since  the  first  railroad  in  the  United  States  was  completed,  and 
that  of  only  three  miles  in  extent — that  the  first  used  in  the  Uni- 
ted States  for  conveying  passengers,  was  opened  but  seven  years 
ago— ^nd  that  ti.e  first  steamboat  that  ever  floated  upon  the  wa- 
ters was  thirty  years  ago,  and  compare  the  present  slate  of  such 
communication,  it  may  just!y  kindle  our  pride  as  American  citi- 
zens, and  excite  the  energies  and  emulation  of  our  youthful  state. 

Some  judgment  may  be  formed  of  the  present  extent  and  fa- 
cilities, as  well  as  the  increase  of  internal  communication,  by  a 
reference  to  the  post  routes  of  the  United  States.  Fifty  years 
ago,  the  extent  of  the  post  roads  was  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  seventy-five  miles;  in  1835,  one  hundred  and  twelve  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  forty-four  miles.  In  daily  or  less  fre- 
quent trips,  the  mails  were  carried  on  these  routes  twenty- five 
million  eight  hundied  and  sixty-nine  thousand  four  hundred  and 
eighty-six  miles,  of  which  immense  distance,  one  million  one  hun- 
dred and  seventy-seven  thousand  four  hundred  and  sixty-three 
miles  was  at  that  time  carried  by  steamboats  and  railroad  cars. 
Within  the  last  two  years  this  has  been  greatly  increased.  The 
canals  in  the  United  States  now  finished,  comprise  upwards  of 
two  thousand  miles  in  length.  The  railroads  already  completed 
upwards  of  one  thousand  five  hundred  miles  ;  and  those  now  un- 
der contract  or  in  progress  amount  to  more  than  three  thousand 
miles. 

The  magnificence  and  extent  of  these  works  now  in  progress 
or  prospect,  are  unparalleled  on  the  surface  of  the  globe. 
When  completed,  they  will  form  a  continuous  line  of  railroads 
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from  Portland  to  New  Orleans,  and  from  various  points  on  the 
Atlantic  to  the  Mississippi. 

If  time  and  access  to  proper  materials  had  allowed  a  detail  of 
the  internal  improvements  in  each  of  the  several  states,  showing 
their  extent,  cost,  the  means  hivested  therein,  the  mode  of  their 
application  and  their  results,  would  have  presented  a  useful  and 
safe  guide  to  the  judgment  upon  undertakings  of  this  character. 

In  1754,  a  convention  of  delegates  from  the  English  American 
<x)lonies,  met  at  Albany,  for  the  purpose  of  forming  a  plan  of 
union.  In  the  event  of  its  success,  Philadelphia  was  proposed 
as  the  place  for  meeting,  as  being  near  the  centre  of  the  colonies. 
Dr.  Franklin,  endeavoring  to  urge  its  claims  in  the  most  favora- 
ble point  of  view,  stated,  that  from  its  facility  of  access,  the  most 
distant  members  from  New  Hampshire  and  South  Carolina,  might 
reach  Philadelphia  in  fifteen  or  twenty  days.  But  such  a  change 
has  now  taken  place,  that  we  may  travel  with  ease  from  Con- 
cord, the  capital  of  New  Hampshire,  to  Philadelphia,  or  from 
Boston  to  Washington,  all  the  way  in  railroad  cars  and  steam- 
boats, a  distance  of  about  four  hundred  and  fifty  miles,  in  less 
than  forty-eight  hours.  What  has  effected  this  amazing  change, 
by  which,  within  the  memory  of  persons  yet  living,  the  great  west 
has  sprung  into  being  ?  It  is  the  intelligence  and  enterprize  of 
our  eastern  brethren,  sustained  and  borne  forward  by  armies  of 
foreign  emigrants,  who  we  have  welcomed  to  our  shores,  and 
who  have  repaid  us  by  subduing  and  fertilizing  the  soil,  aided  us 
in  beating  back  the  invader,  and  maintaining  a  long  and  prosper- 
ous peace,  and  stretched  out  the  long  lines  of  internal  communi- 
cation into  the  boundless  magazine  of  national  wealth. 

Whatever  will  tend  to  multiply  our  populrtion  and  increase 
the  amount  of  industry,  which  is  the  prime  and  only  source  of 
wealth,  and  whatever  may  allure  the  investment  of  capital  and 
skill  to  sustain  and  direct  that  industry,  is  manifestly  the  true 
policy  of  the  state. 

The  formation  of  works  of  internal  improvement,  will  lead  the 
emigrant  hither ;  will  exercise  his  energies  for  our  mutual  ad- 
vantage, and  foster  an  attachment  for  the  land  of  his  adoption. 
The  example  of  the  whole  west  proves  this  system  to  be  the  cor- 
ner stone  of  all  its  prosperity.    The  superstructure  of  agriculture, 
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trade,  commerce  and  manufactures,  will  rise  up  in  natural  and 
inevitable  order,  •*  and  the  dignity  of  science  and  the  blessings  of 
of  piety  crown  the  whole  wiih  unfading  lustre," 

It  has  been  justly  said  "  that  public  opinion  usually  guides 
the  application  of  the  national  resources,  and  these  are  always 
ready  at  the  call  of  the  public  will."  Upon  this  important  subject, 
public  opinion  should  be  enlightened,  and  this  can  readily  be  ac- 
complished by  authorized  surveys  of  the  most  practicable  routes, 
and  accurate  estimates  of  their  probable  cost  and  advantages. 
These,  with  the  contemplated  geological  survey,  will  direct  the 
public  mind  to  the  subject — open  to  their  view  the  resources  of 
the  state,  and  create  a  union  of  sentiment  in  regard  to  the  commcMi- 
interest  The  operation  of  the  improvements  themselves  will 
forre  the  subject  upon  the  reflection  of  every  member  of  commu- 
nity and  enlist  the  common  sense  of  all  in  its  favor.  Capital  and 
skill  will  rush  in  from  every  quarter  as  an  inevitable  consequence, 
and  a  new  impulse  hurry  on  the  whole  system  to  a  full  consun.ma- 
tion.  The  commercial  and  political  effects  will  every  where  ap- 
pear. The  obvious  truth  will  experimentally  be  demonstrated 
**  that  a  part  of  the  price,  (and  in  many  cases  a  considerable  part) 
of  every  article  of  necessity  or  luxury  consists  of  the  cost  of  trans- 
porting it  from  the  producer  to  the  consumer  ;  and  consequently 
every  abatement  or  saving  in  this  cost  must  produce  a  corres- 
ponding deduction  in  the  price  of  every  article  transported.*' 
Tlie  producer  and  consumer  will  be  equally  benefitted.  The  ex- 
pense of  transportation  being  decreased,  a  smaller  portion  of  its 
valup  will  be  spent  in  bringing  it  to  market,  and  consequently 
leave  an  increased  surplus  to  reward  the  labor  of  the  producer. 
If  any  objection  could  arise  in  the  mind  of  the  farmer,  to  the 
greater  competition  which  will  follow  the  facilities  of  access  to 
market,  it  will  readily  occur  to  him  on  reflection  that  this  js  coun- 
terbalanced not  only  by  the  amount  actually  gained  by  the  re- 
duction on  the  transportation  of  his  produce,  but  also  by  the  opera- 
tion of  the  same  facility  in  cheapening  to  him  the  price  of  his  ex- 
change purchases.  At  the  same  time  it  must  be  obvious  that 
these  exchange  purchases  must  be  diminished  in  price  by  the 
augmented  competition  from  the  same  causes.'  To  this  he  should 
add  the  increased  value  of  his  land  and  the  extension  of  the  com- 
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forts  and  luxuries  of  life  by  depreciating  the  present  prices  which 
confine  them  exclusively  to  the  wealthy. 

But  these  are  not  the  only  benefits  which  will  be  felt ;  inferior 
lands  will  be  brought  into  cultivation,  with  advantage  and  profit^ 
as  the  low  price  of  transportation  will  be  set  off  against  the  enlarg- 
ed expense  of  cultivatiom  From  all  which,  it  follows  that  the 
fermer  will  not  only  derive  the  benefit  of  the  value  and  produc- 
tiveness of  inferior  lands,  but  by  a  consequent  addition  to  his  capi- 
tal and  its  application  to  the  increase  of  labor  upon  superior  soils^ 
improve  their  fertility.  This  part  of  the  subject  might  be  further 
illustrated  by  showing  that  the  withdrawal  of  horses  from  the 
transportation  of  passengers  and  goods,  would  effect  a  saving  of 
the  productions  of  the  soil,  (calculated  at  a  gain  of  about  one* 
third)  which  is  now  consumed  in  their  support,  and  substitute  a 
profit  derivable  from  the  raising  of  other  species  of  stocks — that 
the  reduction  in  the  cost  of  transport  of  every  article  of  necessity 
or  luxury  will  stimulate  their  consumption — and  tliat  an  addition- 
al demand  for  a  manufacturing  population  will  be  a  necessary 
consequence.  This  increase  of  population,  reacting  on  the  agri- 
cultural interests,  will  multiply  the  market  for  every  species  of 
produce.  These  are  the  views  upon  this  subject  of  Dr.  Lardner, 
one  of  the  most  scientific  and  accomplished  writers  of  the  day. 

The  more  the  subject  is  investigated,  the  wider  extends  the  field 
and  the  more  worthy  it  appears  of  attention.  Its  consequences 
to  Michigan  are  incalculable.  Her  future  prosperity,  is,  in  the 
opinion  of  your  committee,  inseparably  interwoven  with  the  pro- 
gress of  internal  improvement  By  it  alone,  she  can  attain  the 
political  importance  so  necessary  to  protect  her  from  the  want  of 
a  due  weight  in  the  councils  of  the  nation^  By  this  alone,  can  her 
vast  resources  be  fully  developed,  and  her  proper  position  in  the 
Union  be  taken  and  maintained.  Upon  this  depends  our  advance 
in  manufactures,  arts  and  sciences,  in  the  difilision  and  equaliza- 
tion of  the  stock  of  intellectual  wealth,  and  in  all  that  exalts  and 
embellishes  society.  Upon  this,  in  fine,  depend  the  two  main  in- 
terests of  every  state,  the  employment  of  her  population,  and  their 
supply  at  as  cheap  a  rate  as  possible,  of  all  the  comforts  and  con- 
veniences of  life. 

To  effect  these  great  objebts,  the  means  must  be  obtained  by  a 
16 
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loan  upon  the  credit  of  the  state,  for  the  interest  upon  which, 
and  its  final  liquidation,  such  of  the  resources  of  the  state  may  be 
pledged,  as  may  be  deemed  most  expedient  Ample  funds,  in  the 
opinion  of  your  committee,  should  be  devoted  to  these  works. 
If  the  means  are  restricted,  embarrassment  must  ensue,  the  object 
itself  be  defeated,  and  the  prosperity  of  the  state  incalculably  re- 
tarded. The  system  will  be  trammelled  through  every  depart- 
ment. Incompetent  engineers  for  inadequate  compensation  will 
naturally  be  employed  with  a  view  to  economy,  and  the  works 
will  be  imperfectly  and  injudiciously  formed  for  the  same  reasons^ 
Nothing  can  be  more  unworthy  of  an  enlightened  state  tlian  the 
employment  of  its  citizens  with  inadequate  compensation.  Men 
of  real  merit  will  be  drawn  away  by  a  more  liberal  neighbor,  and 
its  employments  fall  into  incapable  hands.  The  actual  saving 
which  will  result  from  an  intelligent  disbursement  of  the  public 
money,  by  scientific  men  will  repay  beyond  comparison  any  rea- 
sonable expenditure  of  this  species.  The  works  will  be  better 
made,  the  routes  shortened  and  more  judiciously  chosen,  and  the 
confidence  and  respect  of  the  laborer  will  introduce  life  and  vigor 
into  every  undertaking.  With  these  views,  your  committee 
would  urgently  recommend  that  provision  be  made  for  the  em- 
ployment of  a  scientific  and  ample  corps  of  engineers  to  direct 
and  superintend  the  works,  as  well  as  a  liberal  expenditure  in 
carrying  the  system  into  immediate  operation. 

It  should  always  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  application  of  mo- 
ney to  the  proposed  works,  is  not  an  expenditure,  but  an  mvest- 
ment.  It  is  an  investment  which  will  afford  an  ample  profit; 
and  that  profit,  instead  of  swelling  the  wealth  of  individuals  and 
companies,  will  be  equally  divided  among  the  whole  mass  of  our 
population,  by  creating  and  maintaining  a  puGIic  revenue,  which, 
in  process  of  time,  will  materially  lessen  the  public  burdens.  To 
demonstrate  this  position,  it  is  only  necessary  to  estimate  the  in- 
come to  be  derived  from  the  proposed  investment.  Suppose  the 
capital  invested  be  five  millions  of  dollars,  borrowed  for  twenty- 
five  years,  at  an  interest  of  five  per  centum  per  annum,  and  that 
it  produced  to  the  state  an  income  of  ten  per  centum,  which,  ta- 
king into  consideration  the  cheapness  of  our  public  works,  as  well 
as  the  immense  amount  of  business  which  their  singularly  fortu- 
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nate  connection  with  the  projected  improvements  of  our  enter- 
prizing  neighbors,  cannot  fail  to  command,  is  much  below  what 
might  reasonably  be  assumed.  Thus  we  have  a  clear  income 
over  and  above  the  interest  upon  the  capital  of  five  per  centum, 
or  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  per  annum.  Allowing 
it  requires  five  years  to  complete  the  system  of  public  works 
contemplated  in  this  report,  the  works  themselves  or  the  portions 
brought  into  operation  within  this  time,  must  more  than  pay  the 
interest  upon  their  cost,  and  thus  become  immediately  available 
as  sources  of  revenue  to  the -state.  We  will,  however,  omit  this 
considerauon,  and  assume  that  the  five  millions  be  borrowed  no 
&ster  than  it  can  be  profitably  expended,  and  that  the  works  or 
portions  of  them  completed  within  the  period  above  stated,  shall 
no  more  than  pay  the  interest  upon  their  cost  The  whole  sys- 
tem being  completed  and  brought  into  successful  operation,  we 
will  assume  it  yields  five  per  centum  over  and  above  the  interest 
on  tiie  investment,  and  there  results  a  clear  yearly  income  of  two 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars^ 

If,  then,  five  years  be  required  for  the  completion  of  this  sys- 
tem, and  the  money  expended  in  the  mean  time  jneld  no  more 
than  enough  to  pay  the  interest  upon  it,  we  shall  have  for  the 
sixth  year  an  income  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars, 
which,  at  interest  for  nineteen  years  at  seven  per  centum,  is 
five  hundred  and  eighty -two  thousand  five  hundred ;  for  the  se- 
venth year,  with  the  like  interest  for  eighteen  years,  five  hundred 
and  sixty-five  thousand;  acd  this  calculation  carried  out,  or 
which  is  the  same  if  we  take  the  whole  amount  of  the  receipts  for 
twenty  years,  with  interest  on  the  half  of  it  for  nineteen  years,  or 
interest  on  the  whole  for  half  that  time,  we  have. 
Receipts  for  twenty  years,  $250,000  per  year,  95,000,000 

Interest  at  seven  per  cent,  95,000,000,  9  1-2  years,      3,325^000 


Amount,  8,325,000 

Deduct  amount  of  loin  payable  at  the  end  of  twen- 
ty-five years,  5,000,000 


•3,316,000 

Calculating  the  management  of  the  fund  thus  createdy  to  require 
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an  annual  expenditure  of  ten  thousand  dollars,  and  that  a  like 
sum  be  allowed  to  cover  occasional  losses,  the  united  sums  for 
twenty  years  will  amount  to  four  hundred  thousand  dollars ; 
which  deducted  leaves  a  net  surplus  of  two  million  nine  hundred 
and  twenty-five  thousand  dollars,  besides  the  possession  of  the 
works  which  have  yielded  this  immense  profit  The  principal  being 
paid,  the  income  is  doubled  and  the  fund  may  be  allowed  to  in- 
crease, or  the  rates  of  toll  be  reduced  to  correspond  with  tho 
wants  of  the  state.  Besides  filling  the  public  coffers,  it  will  add 
millions  to  the  value  of  our  soil,  and  to  the  amount  of  produi^tive 
industry.  The  investment  of  such  a  sum  cannot  therefore  bo 
considered  great,  when  compared  with  the  impoitance  of  the 
work  and  the  advantages  to  be  realized. 

The  general  government  have  afforded  liberal  aid  in  fostering 
such  improvements,  by  large  grants  of  public  lands.  Alternate 
sections  of  some  of  the  most  valuable  portions  of  the  public  de- 
main  have  been  given  to  several  of  the  states,  and  Michigan  has 
the  strongest  claims  upon  her  liberality  in  this  regard.  The 
grants  of  these  lands  for  such  objects  display  a  wise  and  liberal 
policy  worthy  of  a  free  government.  Instead  of  abstracting  any 
thing  from  the  national  treasury,  it  has  poured  millions  into  it 
Being  sold  by  the  state  and  improved,  and  the  market  brought  to 
the  door  of  ttie  cultivator,  the  adjoining  lands  by  their  increase  in 
value,  amply  repay  the  first  gift 

'  The  employment  of  the  settler  and  the  increase  of  works  un- 
der such  encouragement,  distributes  large  sums  of  money  among 
the  people.  Plenty  and  ease  give  place  to  the  necessities  and 
hardships  of  the  western  pioneer,  and  his  attachment  to  his  home 
and  devotion  to  the  government  whose  parental  care  has  follow- 
ed him  into  the  wilderness  can  never  be  eradicated.  Your  com- 
mittee therefore  recommend  that  steps  be  taken  to  obtain  such  a 
grant  of  the  public  domain  in  Michigan  as  will  equal  the  amount 
of  alternate  sections  along  the  most  important  routes.  No  line  at 
present  would  admit  of  a  surrender  to  the  state  of  the  alternate 
sections,  the  settlement  and  purchase  of  lands  being  so  general. 
The  purchase  made  by  the  treaty  with  the  Ottawas,  in  March, 
1636):faowever,  will  afford  an  equal  quantity  of  valuable  lands  for 
sudi  an  object,  and  an  application  is  recommended  to  Congress  at 
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its  present  session  for  an  extension  of  this  aid  to  our  important 
designs.  This  aid  will  justify  an  extended  system  and  liberal 
expenditure,  without  which  the  whole  must  fail.  The  general 
good  would  suffer  more  by  a  narrow  policy,  than  by  resigning  it 
entirely  to  individual  enterprize.  Inadequate  means  will  intro- 
duce partial  plans,  and  a  division  of  public  sentiment,  upon  the 
unanimity  of  which  the  system  depends.  On  the  contrary,  broad 
views  and  general  undertakings,  will  harmonize  the  opinions  and 
combine  the  efforts  of  every  section  in  urging  it  forward  to  a  ra- 
pid and  successful  completion. 

The  importance  of  the  works  proposed,  in  a  military  point  of 
view,  from  the  direct  and  rapid  intercourse  it  will  afford  lis  with 
the  several  states,  as  well  as  the  interior  of  our  own,  cannot  be  too 
strongly  urged  upon  our  consideration.  A  facility  of  communica- 
tion with  the  whole  length  and  breadth  of  our  republic,  will  obvi- 
ate the  dangers  incident  to  our  border  position.  By  these  medi- 
ums, abundant  material  of  men  and  arms  can  be  thrown  to  the 
point  of  exposure,  and  a  ready  defence  be  always  available, 
should  a  British  war  ever  again  make  our  position  one  of  dan- 
gerous proximity  to  the  dominions  of  that  powerful  nation. 

The  influence  of  the  projects  of  the  day  upon  the  prosperity  of 
Michigan,  should  they  ever  be  accomplished,  is  singular  and 
striking.  The  completion  of  the  Chicago  and  Illinois  canal  will 
open  for  us  a  water  communication  to  the  West  Indies.  The 
canal  around  the  Saut.  de  Ste.  Marie,  would  unlock  the  vast 
treasures  of  the  north-west,  and  the  fisheries,  mines  and  fur  trade 
along  the  Groat  lake,  will  crowd  our  shores  with  shipping ;  the 
ship  canal  around  the  Falls  of  Niagara  removes  the  barrier  which 
shuts  us  from  the  Atlantic,  and  opens  to  us  the  ocean  and  the 
markets  of  the  world.  Should  the  project  of  a  line  of  steam 
vessels  from  Valencia,  in  the  western  coast  of  Ireland,  to  St.  Jchn% 
Newfoundland,  a  distance  of  only  1900  miles,  be  carried  into 
operation,  a  steam  navigation  will  be  open  for  us  to  Europe,  and 
enable  us  to  unite  all  the  benefits  of  our  inland  position  with  those 
of  a  seaport  The  chain  of  mediterranean  seas,  in  the  centre  of 
which  we  are  placed,  is  without  a  parallel  upon  the  surface  of 
the  globe,  and  the  calmest  mind  cannot  fail  to  be  kindled  at  the 
rapid  advancement  in  wealth  and  importance  which  is  promised 
by  our  unrivalled  position.  '^ 
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In  view  of  the  recommendation  made  in  the  former  part  of  this 
report^  in  regard  to  the  recovery  of  such  works  of  a  general  cha- 
racter as  are  in  the  hands  of.  private  compcmies,  your  committee 
would  direct  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  Havre  and  Adrian 
branch  railroad.  The  Toledo  and  Adrian  railroad  makes  a  most 
fertile  and  productive  portion  of  our  state  tributary  to  Ohio. 
Eleven  miles  of  the  branch  road  will  intersect  and  retain  its  route 
within  our  own  borders,  and  enable  our  citizens  toavail  themselves 
of  our  most  southern  port  on  Lake  Erie.  This,  with  the  port  of 
Monroe,  will  afTo  •  i  us  the  ability  to  compete  with  our  grasping 
neighbor  for  an  invaluable  portion  of  the  commerce  of  that  lake. 
For  the  improvements  therefore  of  the  southern  sections  of 
the  peninsula,  a  strong  appeal  is  made  to  the  patriotism  of  the 
state. 

The  Detroit  and  St  Joseph  railroad,  being  already  in  progress, 
and  capable  of  subserving  the  immediate  interests  of  the  state,  not 
only  along  its  own  course,  but  by  its  easy  communication  from 
the  south  by  a  road  already  chartered,  and  with  the  north  by  a 
junction  with  the  north  n  line  of  comm  ation  through  Canada, 
by  means  of  a  railroad  from  Fort  Gratiot,  which  will  in  effect 
draw  within  our  border  *  an  increased  po  tion  othat  great  west- 
ern line,  and  unite  with  the  St.  Joseph  road  both  the  Canadian 
routes,  particularly  claims  our  attention  as  a  subject  of  primary 
importance. 

The  committ  *e  have  conferred  with  the  board  of  directors  of 
the  Detroit  and  St.  Joseph  railroad  company,  and  it  is  their  de- 
cided opinion  that  the  stjckholders  will  surrender  their  charter 
to  the  state,  upon  the  repayment  to  them  >*  he  amount  of  money 
actually  expended,  with  the  interest  upon  it,  up  to  the  present 
time ;  provided  all  existing  obligations  of  the  company  be  assu- 
med, and  the  faith  of  the  state  p  j  jged  that  the  road  shall  be  com- 
pleted with  reasonable  despatch. 

The  amount  expended  by  the  company  up  to  the  present  time, 
is  one  hundred  and  two  tho  s:  nd  dol  '\t-\ 

This  expenditure  includes  ths  cost  of  one  locomotive  engine^ 
one  passenger  car,  and  wheels  and  irons  complete  for  six  burthen 
cars  ;  also  iron,  plate,  rails  and  sp  .es,  i  ufficient  for  thirty  miles  of 
road.    The  iron,  locomotive  and  cars,  aie  now  on  the  route  be^ 


Jan.  24.]      HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES.  127 

tween  Albany  and  Detroit,  and  will  be  delivered  here  on  the 
opening  of  navigation. 

It  appears  from  the  statement  of  Mr.  Berrien,  chief  engineer 
of  the  road,  that  all  operations  thus  far  have  been  confined  to  the 
first  section,  extending  from  Detroit  to  the  village  of  Ypsilanti. 
The  entire  length  of  this  section  has  been  cut  out  and  grubbed, 
and  the  grading  of  eleven  miles  completed,  so  as  to  require  only 
the  redressing  consequent  upon  the  settling  of  embankments,  to  be 
ready,  when  the  proper  season  shall  arrive,  for  laying  the  super- 
structure. The  remainder  of  the  grading  is  under  contract,  and 
is  to  be  finished  by  the  fifteenth  day  of  July  next  Contracts 
have  also  been  made  for  the  construction  of  all  the  bridges  and 
culverts  or  drains  upon  this  section,  with  the  exception  of  a  bridge 
for  the  river  Rouge.  From  these  contracts  are  to  be  excepted 
those  portions  of  the  route  where  the  company  have  not  yet 
acquired  the  right  of  way,  amounting  to  about  one  and  a  half 
miles. 

Until  the  exception  just  mentioned,  titles  to  land  have  been 
secured  as  far  as  the  mouth  of  Honey  creek  and  the  river  Hu- 
ron, three  miles  beyond  Ann  Arbor,  and  forty-three  miles  from 
Detroit 

The  amount  of  expenditures  above  stated  will  therefore  ia- 
elude  the  following,  viz : 

For  lands,  damages,  &c.  for  43  miles. 

fees  and  payment  of  juries. 

fencing  road,  &c. 

expenses  of  surveys  and  location. 

salaries  of  engineers  and  other  agents. 

cutting  out  and  grubbing  thirty  miles. 

grading  eleven  miles. 

irons  and  spikes  for  thirty  miles. 

one  locomotive  engine  and  tender. 

one  passenger  car,  and  wheels  and  irons  complete  for  six 
burthen  cars. 

timbers  sufficient  for  about  eighteen  miles  of  superstruc- 
ture. 

The  estimated  expense  of  completing  and  putting  in  operation 
the  whole  line  from  this  city  to  St  Joseph,  including  machinery, 
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4epot  buildings,  stations,  &c.,  the  distance  being  200  miles,  is 
$1,500,000 ;  of  which  sum  the  construction  of  the  road  will  re- 
quire about  $1,200,000,  or  (6,000  per  mile;  an  amount  far  be- 
low the  average  cost  of  similar  works,  and  for  which  we  are 
indcfbted  to  the  highly  favorable  character  of  the  country. 

This  estimate  is  for  one  track  only,  which,  it  is  believed,  will 
for  the  present  be  sufficient  for  the  business  of  the  road,  but  the 
very  rapid  growth  of  the  country,  as  well  as  the  increase  of  trade 
€uid  of  travel  consequent  upon  the  opening  of  so  important  a 
channel  of  communication,  will  no  doubt  soon  render  an  addi-* 
tional  tract  necessary  for  the  whole  or  great  part  of  the  distance ; 
the  cost  of  which  has  not  been  included,  as  a  pDrtion  of  the  re- 
ceipts from  the  road  may,  from  year  to  year,  be  applied  to  its 
construction,  and  thus  require  no  additional  out  lay  of  capital. 

Indeed,  a  judicious  investment  of  the  funds  to  be  applied,  ad 
well  as  a  proper  regard  to  economy  of  construction,  would  seem 
to  require  that  one  track  should  first  be  laid,  and  the  other  only 
as  business  required.   • 

In  order  that  the  House  may  fully  understand  the  importance 
of  this  work,  the  necessity  for  its  speedy  completion,  and  the 
revenue  which  the  state  is  likely  to  derive  from  it,  the  committee 
have  ascertained,  as  nearly  as  practicable,  the  amount  of  mer- 
chandize, &c.  forwarded  to  the  west  by  land  from  this  city  dur- 
ing the  last  year.  Their  information  upon  this  point,  is  the 
result  of  careful  inquiries  at  t  < ;  different  forwarding  establish- 
ments, and  shows  the  amount  to  have  exceeded  57,000  tons^ 
They  have  further  ascertained  from  the  proprietors  of  the  west- 
ern stage  lines,  that  during  the  same  period  there  have  been 
11.494  arrivals  and  departures  by  stage,  the  receipts  from  which 
source  have  exceeded  $10  ,^^0,  The  proprietors  ?  Iso  state,  and 
indeed,  the  fact  must  be  within  the  knowledge  of  all  who  are  ac- 
qutiinted  with  the  route,  that  but  a  small  portion,  perhaps  not 
one-fifth  of  the  whob  number  of  passengers,  are  conveyed  by 
stages. 

The  tonnage  above  stated  does  not  include  the  return  tran^ 
portation,  nor  has  any  estimate  been  made  of  the  amount  which 
is  likely  to  be  divert3d  from  the  upper  lakes  when  the  road  shall 
be  completed.    The  uncertainty  and  great  risk  of  lake  naviga* 
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tioo,  owing  to  the  want  of  safe  and  convenient  harbors  on  lakes 
Huron  and  Michigan,  the  great  portion  of  the  year  during  which 
it  is  entirely  closed^  the  high  rates  of  insurance,  and  the  impossi- 
biLty  during  some  seasons  of  obtaining  it,  the  heavy  Ijsses  both 
of  proparty  and  life  which  are  sustained  yearly,  cannot  but  force 
a  vast  amount  into  any  new  channel  promising  greater  secarity, 
or  more  certainty  as  to  time. 

Your  committee  might  also  dwell  upon  the  additional  impor- 
trn  *^  which  this  work  must  assume  when  the  roads  now  in  pro- 
gresi  through  the  state  of  New-York,  and  the  one  about  to  be 
commenced^  extending  from  the  Niagara  to  the  Detroit  river, 
sh  ill  complete  the  chain  of  railroad  communication  from  the  At- 
lantic to  Lake  Michigan.  Bat  they  rely  upon  the  facts  already 
ascertaioed  to  show  that  were  the  road  in  question  now  com- 
pleted and  in  operation,  it  would  command  an  amount  of  busi- 
ness sufficient,  not  only  to  justify  the  expense  of  construction,  but 
would  afford  a  considerable  revenue  to  the  state. 

It  has  already  been  remarked  that  the  merchandize,  &c.,  for- 
warded by  land  from  Detroit  to  the  west  within  the  last  year,  has 
exceeded  57,000  tons  ;  also,  that  the  sum  received  for  the  coi>- 
veyance  of  passengers  upon  the  western  stage  route  within  the 
same  period,  has  amounted  to  upwards  of  9100,000,  the  number 
of  travellers  by  stage  being  supposed  less  than  one-fifth  the 
whole  number. 

If  thsn  we  take  Marshall  to  be  midway  between  the  extremes, 
and  assum3  for  an  average  that  all  the  fi^ight  and  passengers  are 
carried  thus  far,  we  have, 

For  the  transportation  of  57,000  tons  100  miles,  at 
six  cents  per  ton  per  mile,  $342,000 

For  return  transportation,  say  one-fourth  ci  the 
above,  65,500 

For  the  conveyance  say  of  40,000  passengers  100 
miles,  at  five  cents  per  mile,  200,000 


Total  receipts,        9627,500 
Deduct  for  repairs  of  road  and  expenses  25  per  cent,    1 56,877 


9470,628 


17 


\ 
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We  thus  have  a  clear  income  of  $470,623  from  the  whole  line, 
or  about  30  per  centum  on  the  investment 

To  this  would  probably  be  added  the  transportation  of  the 
United  States  mail  and  many  articles  of  the  growth  and  produce 
of  the  interior  not  now  brought  to  market,  all  of  which  would  con- 
tribute to  swell  the  amount ;  but  the  estimate  does  not  include  any 
anticipated  increase,  and  is  confidently  believed  to  be  within  the 
bounds  of  truth. 

The  present  rate  of  transportation  of  passengers  by  stage  is 
from  six  to  eight  cents  per  mile  ;  and  that  of  merchandize  or  pro- 
duce between  Detroit  and  Mai-shall,  100  miles,  is  82  per  hundred, 
or  $40  per  ton ;  from  which  it  appears  that  while  an  immense 
revenue  will  be  secured  to  the  state,  a  clear  saving  will  result  to 
the  people  of  $34  per  ton  for  every  hundred  miles  carriage,  and 
from  one  to  three  cents  per  mile  to  travellers. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  the  engineer  of  the  road,  that  the  first  sec- 
tion now  in  progress  may  be  put  in  operation  in  the  month  of 
August  next,  provided  funds  for  the  purpose  be  rendered  imme- 
diately available,  and  that  the  whole  work  if  vigorously  prose- 
cuted, may  be  completed  within  three  years. 

In  view  of  all  the  facts  above  stated,  your  committee  would 
respectFully  recommend  the  immediate  purchase  and  prosecution 
of  this  work  by  the  state,  that  the  sum  of  $500,000  be  appropri- 
ated for  the  purpose,  and  that  the  legislature  continue  to  appri>- 
priate,  as  may  become  necessary,  the  additional  sums  required 
for  its  completion.  They  would  also  recommend  the  appro  \ 
priation  of  thousand  dollars  for  the  surveys  of  other  routes, 

among  which  the  following  are  considered  important,  viz:  A 
railroad  route  commencing  at  some  point  in  the  county  of  St. 
Clair,  and  terminating  upon  the  navigable  waters  of  Grand  river  ; 
another  from  seme  point  in  the  county  of  Monroe  to  the  navigable 
waters  of  the  Kalamazoo  river,  and  thence  to  the  point  on  Grand 
river  selected  for  the  termination  of  the  route  from  St  Clair ; 
also,  the  surveys  of  a  ship  canal  round  the  Falls  of  St  Mary,  and 
of  a  canal  route  from  Detroit,  passing  through  the  county  of  Oak- 
land, and  terminating  on  Grand  river. 

Your  committee  conceive  it  unnecessary  at  this  time  to  enter 
into  the  comparative  advantages  and  applicability  of  railroads 
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and  canals  in  the  creation  of  our  internal  system.  A  decision 
upon  these  points  must  be  the  practical  result  of  a  thorough  ex- 
amination of  the  face  of  the  country  with  a  view  to  that  object, 
by  an  intelligent  and  careful  survey  by  competent  engineers  under 
the  direction  of  a  board  of  internal  improvement 

For  the  purpose  of  carrying  into  effect  these  recommendritions, 
as  well  as  for  the  adoption  of  a  general  system  of  internal  improve- 
ment by  the  state,  your  committee  do  earnestly  recommend  the 
passage  of  a  law  authorizing  the  loan  of  millions  of  dollars, 

and  the  immediate  organization  of  a  board  of  internal  improve- 
ment, of  which  the  Governor  of  the  state  shall  be  ex-officio  presi- 
dent; and  they  respectfully  ask  leave  to  introduce  the  bills  ne* 
cessary  to  carry  these  views  into  effect 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

B.  ELY,  Chairman. 

Mr.  Wing  moved  that  the  committee  on  printing  be  instructed 
to  procure  said  report  to  be  printed,  wherever  and  by  whomso- 
ever they  can  procure  it  to  be  done  the  most  speedily. 

On  motion,  said  motion  and  report  were  laid  upon  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Felch, 

The  bill  entitled  **  An  act  to  incorporate  the  f.enawee  county 
mutual  insurance  company"  was  committed  to  the  committee  on 
banks  and  incorporations. 

On  motion,  the  House  adjourned. 


Wednesday f  January  25. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment 

The  following  petitions  were  prejented  and  severally  referred: 

By  Mr.  Monfore,  of  Macomb, 

Of  sundry  citizens  of  the  counties  of  Lapeer  and  Macomb,  for 
the  extension  of  the  St  Clair  and  Romeo  railroad.  Referred  to 
the  committee  on  internal  improvement 

By  Mr.  Phillips,  of  Oakland, 

Of  sundry  inhabitants  of  Auburn  in  said  county,  for  a  charter 
for  constructing  a  canal  and  turnpike  road  from  Aubura  to  De- 
troit   Referred  to  the  committee  on  internal  improvement 
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By  Mr.  Gilbert, 

Of  sundry  inhabitants  of  Washtenaw,  for  a  wool  growing  and 
manufacturing  cbmpany.  Referred  to  the  committee  on  agricul- 
ture ani  manufactures. 

By  Mr.  Alden,  of  Branch, 

Of  sundry  inhabitants  of  said  county,  for  a  railroad  charter. 

By  Mr.  Farrington,  of  M  »nroe, 

Of  sundry  inhabitants  of  said  county,  for  a  railroad  charter  with 
banking  privileges.  Referred  to  the  committee  on  internal  im- 
provement. 

Mr.  Ely,  f.'>m  the  committee  on  internal  improvement,  report- 
ed a  bill  entitle  I  "An  act  for  the  regulation  of  internal  improve- 
ment, and  fur  the  appointment  of  a  board  of  commissioners,'' 
which  was  read  the  first  and  second  time  and  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Kingsley,  from  the  judiciary  committee,  reported  "A  bill 
to  an^e  id  an  act  entitled  'An  act  to  authorize  the  judges  of  probate 
to  grant  license  to  sell  the  real  estate  of  minors  and  others,'"  which 
was  read  the  first  and  second  time  and  laid  on  the  table. 

Also,  from  th )  same  committee,  to  which  was  referred  the  pe- 
tition of  R  »•  ert  AM^ott,  executor  of  Mary  Abbott,  praying  for  a 
law  authorizing  him  to  sell  certain  land,  made  a  report,  which 
was  read  and  laid  upon  the  table. 

The  commiueo  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Robert 
Abbott  praying  for  the  passage  of  an  act  authorizing  him  as  ex- 
ecutor on  the  estate  of  Mary  Abbott  to  sell  certain  land, 

REPORT: 

That  if  the  petitioner  authorized  by  the  last  will  and  testament 
of  said  deceased  to  sell  said  land,  or  if  it  bo  necessary  to  sell  the 
same  to  pay  the  debts  against  the  estate  of  said  deceased,  the  ex- 
isting law  mnhes  ample  provision  for  the  sale  of  said  land.  And 
if  there  be  no  nn-'pssity  for  such  sale  to  pay  debts,  or  if  no  power 
be  given  in  the  w  11  to  sell  said  land,  your  committee  report  that 
they  think  it  incxp:?dient  to  legislate  upon  the  subject 

Also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which  was  committed  the 
"Bill  to  authorize  Abigail  Shumway,  administratrix,  (Stc,  to  sell 
certain  pieces  or  parcels  of  real  estate,"  reported  that  they  deem  it 
unnecessary  to  legislate  upon  this  case,  which  was  read  and  laid 
upon  the  table. 
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The  engrossed  bill  entitled  "  A  bill  to  authorize  the  supervisor 
and  township  clerk  of  the  township  of  Marshall,  to  levy  a  tax  on 
property  assessed  therein,  in  ISSi*,"  coming  under  the  special  or- 
der of  the  day,  was  taken  up,  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

Also,  "  A  bill  to  authorize  the  Governor  to  appoint  a  private 
secretary,"  coming  under  the  special  order  of  the  day,  was  taken 
up  for  its  third  reading. 

Mr.  Felch,  of  Monroe,  moved  to  fill  the  blank  in  said  bill  with 
"six  hundred."  Mr.  Ward,  of  Berrien,  moved  to  fill  the  blank 
with  "seven  hundred."  Mr.  McKeen,  of  Lapeer,  moved  to  re- 
commit said  bill  to  the  committee  on  the  judiciary,  with  instruc- 
tions to  strike  out  the  words  "dollars  per  annum,  payable  quar* 
terly,"  and  insert  "three  dollars  per  diem  during  the  session  of 
the  legislature,"  in  lieu  thereof,  which  motion  was  negatived. 

The  Speaker  moved  to  fill  the  blank  with  "five  hundred." 

The  question  being  upon  filling  the  blank  with  "seven  hundred 
and  fifty,"  it  was,  on  motion,  decided  by  yeas  and  nays  in  the  ne- 
gative, as  follows : 

YEAS. 

Mr.  Levake, 
Mr.  Ward, 

NAYS. 

Mr.  Felch, 

Mr.  Farrington, 

Mr.  Finch, 

Mr.  Gilbert, 

Mr.  Herring  )n, 

Mr.  Howe, 

Mr.  Kingsley, 

Mr.  Lee, 

Mr.  Lothrop, 

Mr.  Munger, 

Mr.  Martm, 

Mr.  Monfore,  QS 

The  question  beirg  upon  filliig  up  the  blank  with  *'six  hun- 
dred," it  was,  on  motion,  decided  by  yeas  and  nays  in  the  nega- 
tive, as  follows: 

YEAS. 

Mr.  Alden,  Mr.  Felch,  Mr.  Martin, 

Mr.  Almy,  Mr.  Finch,  Mr.  McKeen, 

Mr.  Butler,  Mr.  Gilbert,  Mr.  Wisner, 


Mr.  Almy, 
Mr.  Wisner, 

Mr.  Alden, 
Mr.  Brown, 
Mr.  Burbank, 
Mr.  Butler, 
Mr.  Ballard, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Cressey, 
Mr.  Calkin, 
Mr.  Convis, 
Mr.  Cornell, 
Mr.  Colbath, 
Mr.  Ferrington, 


Mr.  McKeen, 


Mr.  McGaflfey, 
Mr.  Purdy, 
Mr.  Phillips, 
Mr.  Ralph, 
Mr.  Job  SmiUi, 
Mr.  Shattuck, 
Mr.  Jos.  Smith, 
Mr.  Shellhouse, 
Mr.  Wing, 
Mr.  Yerkes, 
Mr.  Speaker, 
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Mr.  Convis, 

Mr.  Cornell, 

Mr.  Brown, 
Mr.  Burbank, 
Mr.  Ballard, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Cressey, 
Mr.  Calkin, 
Mr.  Colbath, 
Mr.  Ferrington, 
Mr.  Farrington, 
Mr.  Foote, 


YEAS. 
Mr.  Levake, 

NAYS. 

Mr.  Herrington, 
Mr.  Howe, 
Mr.  Kingsley, 
Mr.  Lee, 
Mr.  Lothrop, 
Mr.  Munger, 
Mr.  Monlore, 
Mr.  McGaffey, 
Mr.  Purdy, 


Mr.  Ward, 


Mr.  Phillips, 
Mr.  Ralph, 
Mr.  Job  Smith, 
Mr.  Shaituck, 
Mr.  Jos.  Smith, 
Mr.  Shelihouse, 
Mr.  Wing, 
Mr.  Yerkes, 
Mr.  Speaker, 


13 


28 

The  question  being  upon  filling  said  blank  with  "five  hun  Irrd,** 
it  was  on  motion,  decided  by  yeas  and  nays  in  the  affirmative,  as 
follows : 


Mr.  Alden, 
Mr.  Brown, 
Mr.  Burbank, 
Mr.  Butler, 
Mr.  Ballard, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Cressey, 
Mr.  Calkin, 
Mr.  Convis, 
Mr.  Corijell, 
Mr.  Colbath, 
Mr.  Ferrington, 


YEAS.  ^ 

Mr.  Felch, 
Mr.  Farrington, 
Mr.  Finch, 
Mr.  Foote, 
Mr.  Gilbert, 
Mr.  Herrington, 
Mr.  Howe, 
Mr.  Kingsley, 
Mr.  Lee, 
Mr.  Lothrop, 
Mr.  M  in    h*, 
Mr.  Martin, 

NAYS. 
Mr.  McK  ill, 


Mr.  McGaffey, 
Mr.  Purdy, 
Mr.  Phillips, 
Mr.  Ralph, 
Mr.  Job  Smith, 
Mr.  Shattuck, 
Mr.  Jos.  Smith, 
Mr.  Shelihouse, 
Mr.  Wing, 
Mr.  Ward, 
Mr.  Yerkes, 
Mr.  Speaker, 

Mr.  V,  isn2r, 


36 


Mr.  Levake, 

Mr.  Monfore,  4 

Said  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time  and  pnssed. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the  Senate,  through 
their  secretary: 

Mr.  Speaker — In  pursuance  of  the  rules  of  the  Senate,  I  here- 
with return  to  the  House  of  Representatives  the  bill  entitled  "A 
bill  authorizing  the  supervisors  of  the  county  of  Lapeer  to  loan  a 
certain  sum  of  money,''  with  certain  amendments,  in  which  the 
concurrence  of  the  House  of  Representatives  is  respectfully  re- 
quested ;  and  also  transmit,  for  the  concurrence  of  the  House  of 
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Representatives,  a  bill  which  has  passed  the  Senate,  entitled  '^  A 
bill  to  extend  the  time  for  the  collection  and  payment  of  certain 
taxes  therein  named." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McGaffey,  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  "to  au- 
thorize David  Gilbert,  a  minor,  to  sell  certain  land,"  was  taken  up 
for  a  third  reading. 

The  question  being  upon  its  final  passage,  it  was,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  iiOthrop,  decided  by  yeas  and  nays  in  the  affirmative,  as  fol- 
lows: 


Mr.  Alien, 
Mr.  Burbank, 
Mr.  Butler, 
Mr.  Baliard, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Cressey, 
Ml .  Cornell, 
Mr.  Colbath, 
Mr.  Farrington, 


YEAS. 

Mr.  Finch, 
Mr.  Foote, 
Mr.  Gilbert, 
Mr.  Howe, 
Mr.  Lee, 
Mr.  Martin, 
M-.  McGaffey, 
Mr.  McKeen, 


Mr.  Purdy, 
Mr.  Ralph, 
Mr.  Job  Smith, 
Mr.  Jns.  Smith, 
Mr.  Wisner, 
Mr.  Ward, 
Mr.  Yerk^s, 
Mr.  Speaker, 


26 


Mr.  Brown, 
Mr.  Calkin, 
Mr.  Ferrington, 
Mr.  Herrington, 


Mr.  Shattuck, 
Mr.  Shellhouse, 
Mr.  Wing, 


11 


NAYS. 

Mr.  Kingsley, 
Mr.  Lotiirop, 
Mr.  Monfure, 
Mr.  I  hillips. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate, "  A  bill  to  extend  the  time  for  the  col- 
lection and  payment  of  certain  taxes  therein  named,"  was  taken 
up,  read  the  first  and  second  time,  and  on  motion,  committed  to  a 
committee  of  the  whole  House. 

The  "bill  authorizing  the  supervisors  of  the  county  of  Lapeer, 
to  loan  a  certain  sum  of  money,"  returned  to  the  House,  with  sun- 
dry amendments  made  by  the  Senate,  was  taken  up,  and  on  mo- 
tion, 3aid  bill  ajad  amendments  were  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Ely,  from  the  committee  on  internal  improvements,  by 
leave  of  the  House,  reported  **  A  bill  to  authorize  the  people  of  this 
state  to  extinguish  by  purchase,  the  charter  of  the  Detroit  and 
St  Joseph  railroad  company,  and  for  other  purposes ;"  which 
was  read  the  first  and  second  time,  anl  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Butler,  on  leave  granted,  pn^sented  the  petition  of  sundry 
inhabitants  of  Branch  county,  praying  the  removal  of  the  present 
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seat  of  justice  of  said  county.    Referred  to  the  committee  oo  re- 
moval  of  seats  of  justice. 

Mr.  Convis  called  up  the  rapo^t  of  the  committee  on  internal 
improvement,  and  the  motion  relative  to  instructing  the  commit- 
tee on  printing  concerning  the  printing  of  the  same,  and  moved 
a  division  of  the  question,  which  was  agreed  to. 

The  question  being  upon  printing  one  thousand  copies,  it  was 
decided  in  the  affirmative. 

The  question  being  upon  the  second  branch  of  the  motion,  in- 
structing the  committee  on  printing,  as  to  the  time  and  manner  of 
printing  the  same,  it  was  negatived. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Martin,  of  Wayne, 

Rescloedj  That  the  committee  on  the  judiciary  be  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  and  propriety  of  amending  an  act  en- 
titled **  An  act  to  extend  Jeffirson  avenue  to  the  intersection  of 
the  present  Grosse  point  road  on  Lake  St.  Clair,"  and  report  by 
bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Burbank  called  up  the  joint  resolution,  by  him  yesterday 
laid  upon  the  table,  requiring  the  directors  of  the  several  banks  in 
this  state  to  make  reports  to  the  Governor  and  legislature. 

Mr.  Felch,  of  Monroe,  moved  to  amend  the  same  by  substitu- 
tmg  the  following: 

Resolved^  That  the  bank  commissioner  be  requested  to  furnish 
the  House  with  a  tabular  statement  of  the  returns  of  the  severalbahks 
inthisstate,which  statement  shall  exhibit  the  amount  of  capital  paid 
into  said  banks,  of  the  debts  due  the  same,  of  the  moneys  deposit- 
ed therein,  of  the  notes  in  circulation  and  of  the  specie  on  hand, 
and  such  other  information  relative  to  the  affairs  of  said  banks,  as 
may  be  exhibited  by  said  returns,  which  was  accepted,  and  the 
resolution  as  amended  was  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Felch^ 

Resoloedy  That  the  committee  on  the  judiciary  be  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  propriety  of  passing  a  law,  requiring  the  collect- 
ors of  school  districts  to  make  returns  of  all  sales  of  lands  and  tene- 
ments  for  taxes  under  the  provisions  of  "An  act  to  regulate  com- 
mon schools,**  to  the  treasurers  of  their  respective  counties,  and 
to  require  the  said  treasurers  to  keep  a  record  of  the  same. 

Mr.  Lothrop  called  up  the  joint  standing  rule  of  the  Senate 
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and  House  of  Representatives^  by  him  Itdd  upon  the  table  en  the 
20th  inst,  wliich  was  read  and  adopted 

Mr.  Convis  moved  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  by  him 
heretofore  laid  upon  the  table  relative  to  the  adjournment  of  the 
legislature,  which,  on  motion,  was  negatived* 

Mr.  McGafiey  gave  notice  that  he  should,  on  some  future  day, 
ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  incorporate  the  Mutual  fire  insurance 
company  of  St  Joseph  county* 

Mr.  Farrington,  from  the  select  committee  on  the  equalization 
of  taxes,  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  House  having  been  ob* 
tained,  reported  "  A  bill  to  provide  for  the  ^ualization  of  taxes,'' 
which  was  read  the  first  and  second  time  by  its  title,  and  on  mo- 
tion, committed  to  the  committee  on  ways  and  means."^ 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Convis,  the  vote  on  the  reference  of  the  bill 
from  the  Senate,  relative  to  extending  the  time  for  the  collection  <^ 
taxes,  was  reconsidered,  and  said  bill  was  committed  to  the  com« 
mittee  of  ways  and  means. 

On  niotion,  adjourned 


Thursday,  January  26. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment 

The  following  petitions  were  read  and  severally  referred : 

By  Mr.  Gilbert,  of  Macomb, 

Of  sundry  inhabitants  of  said  county,  for  a  bank  to  be  located 
at  Romeo,  in  said  county.  Referred  to  the  committee  on  banks 
and  incorporations. 

By  Mr.  Wing,  of  Monroe, 

Of  Thomas  Caldwell  and  others,  for  the  division  of  a  certain 
town  in  said  county.  Referred  to  the  committee  on  the  organic 
zation  of  towns  and  counties. 

By  Mr.  Smith,  of  Cass, 

Of  sundry  inhabitants  of  said  county,  praying  for  a  bank  at 
Edwardsburgh,  in  said  county.    Read  and  laid  upon  the  table. 

By  Mr.  Ralph,  of  Hillsdale, 

For  a  bank  at  Jonedville.  Referred  to  the  committee  on  banks 
and  incorporations. 

By  Mr.  Felch,  of  Monroe, 
18 
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A  remonstrance  of  EUphalet  Clark  and  others,  against  the  divi- 
sion of  a  certain  town  in  said  county.  Referred  to  theconunittee 
on  the  organization  of  towns  and  counties. 

Mr.  Kingsley,  from  the  committee  on  the  judiciary,  which  were 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing  for  keeping 
records  of  land  sold  for  school  taxes,  reported  **  A  bill  to  provide 
for  keeping  records  of  land  sold  for  school  taxes,"  which  was  read 
the  first  and  second  time  and  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Felch,  from  the  committee  on  enrolment,  reported  as  cor- 
rectly enrolled  ^  A  joint  resolution  instructing  our  senators  and 
representative  in  Congress  relative  to  light-houses  and  harbors." 

Mr.  McGaffey,  from  the  select  committee  to  which  was  re- 
ferred so  much  of  the  Governor's  message  as  relates  to  a  geolo- 
gical survey  of  the  state,  reported  '^  A  bill  to  provide  for  a  geolo- 
gical survey  of  the  state,"  which  was  read  the  first  and  second 
time  and  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Almy,  from  the  committee  on  roads  and  bridges,  to  which 
was  referred  the  petition  c^  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  counties  of 
St  Joseph  and  Branch,  relative  to  a  state  road,  reported  "*  A  bill 
to  amend  the  act  entitled  *  An  act  appointing  commissioners  to 
lay  out  and  establish  certain  state  roads,'  approved  March  26, 
1836,"  which  was  read  the  first  and  second  time  and  laid  upon 
the  table. 

Mr.  Wing,  from  the  committee  on  the  removal  of  seats  of  jus- 
tice, to  which  was  recommitted  the  report  and  resolution  relative 
to  the  removal  of  the  county  seat  of  Branch  ccunty,  reported  the 
same  without  amendment,  which  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Convis,  from  the  committee  of  ways  and  means,  to  which 
wa9  committed  '*  A  bill  to  provide  for  the  equalization  of  taxes 
on  real  estate,"  reported  adverse  to  the  passage  of  the  bill,  and  oa 
motion,  the  printing  of  said  bill  was  dispensed  with ;  and  also  re- 
ported *^  A  bill  amendatory  to  an  act  entitled  '  An  act  to  provide 
for  the  assessment^  and  collection  of  township  and  county  taxes,' " 
which  was  read  the  first  and  second  time  and  laid  upon  the 
table. 

And  also,  fix>m  the  same  committee,  to  which  was  referred  the 
bill  from  the  Senate,  ent'tled  ^A  bill  to  extend  the  time  for  the  col^ 
lection  and  payment  of  certain  taxes  therein  niimed,"  reported  the 
same  without  amendments 
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Mr.  McKeen,  from  previous  notice  given,  asked  leave  to  bring 
in  a  bill  to  incorporate  the  stockholders  of  the  Lapeer  county 
bank.  The  question  being  upon  granting  leave,  it  was,  on  motion, 
decided  by  yeas  and  nays  in  the  negative,  as  follows : 


Mr.  Alden, 
Mr.  Almy, 
Mr.  Burbank, 
Mr.  Cressey, 
Mr.  Calkin, 
Mr.  Cornell, 


YEAS. 

Mr.  Felch, 
Mr.  Gilbert, 
Mr.  Monfore, 
Mr.  McGafiey, 
Mr.  McKeen, 


Mr.  Jos.  Smith, 
Mr.  Wing, 
Mr.  Wisner, 
Mr.  Yerkes, 
Mr.  Speaker, 


16 


Mr.  Brown, 
Mr.  Butler, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Convis, 
Mr.  Colbath, 
Mr.  Ferrington, 
Mr.  Farrington, 
Mr.  Finch, 


Mr.  Mun^r, 
Mr.  Martm, 
Mr.^Purdy, 
Mr.  Phillips, 
Mr.  Ralph, 
Mr.  Shattuck, 
Mr.  Shellhouse, 


NAYS. 

Mr.  Foote, 

Mr.  Herrington, 

Mr.  Howe, 

Mr.  Kellogg, 

Mr.  Kingsley, 

Mr.  King, 

Mr.  Lee,  Mr.  Shellhouse,      23 

Mr.  Lothrop, 

Mr.  Finch,  from  the  select  committee  to  which  was  referred 
the  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  Macomb  county  relative  to 
county  business,  reported  adverse  to  the  prayer  of  said  petitioners, 
and  on  motion,  said  committee  were  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  of  the  subject  Said  report  was  laid  upon  the 
table. 

Mr.  Almy,  from  the  committee  on  roads  and  bridges,  which 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  increasing  the 
price  of  commutation  for  labor  and  report  by  bill  or  otherwise, 
made  the  following 

REPORT : 

That  a  bill  has  been  already  introduced  into  the  Senate  con- 
taining a  section  making  provision  for  the  increase  of  the  price 
of  commutation  for  labor  on  highways,  and  will  in  due  time  readi 
the  House ;  they  therefore  beg  leave  to  be  discharged  from  the 
further  consideration  of  the  subject 

On  motion,  the  report  was  laid  upon  the  table,  and  the  coin- 
mittee  discharged. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Felch, 

Betclved^  That  the  cc»nmittee  on  the  judiciary  be  instructed  to 
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inquire  into  the  expediency  of  passing  an  act  to  provide  for  the 
more  speedy  assessment  and  collectioD  of  damage  occasioned  by 
flowing  lands. 

C^  motion  of  Mr.  McKeen, 

Resolved^  That  the  committee  on  banks  and  incorporations  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  c^  incorporating  a  bank, 
to  be  located  at  Lapeer,  and  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Alden, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  removal  of  seats  of  justice 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  a  removal  of  tlie 
seat  of  justice  of  Branch  county,  from  the  village  of  Branch  to  the 
village  of  Coldwater,  and  that  they  (as  soon  as  practicable)  report 
by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Ely,  of  Allegan,  gave  notice  that  he  should,  on  some  future 
day,  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  making  an  appropriation  from  the 
state  to  build  bridges  across  the  Kalamazoo  river,  at  the  villages 
of  Otsego  and  Allegan,  in  the  county  of  Allegan. 

Mr.  Lee  gave  notice  that  he  should,  on  some  future  day,  ask 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  change  the  name  of  the  county  of  Cal- 
houn to  Benton. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Cass,  gave  notice  that  he  should,  on  some  future 
day,  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  incorporate  the  stockholders 
of  the  Cass  county  bank,  to  be  located  at  the  village  of  Edwards- 
burgh,  in  said  county  of  Cass. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Convis, 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  Mr. 
Ward  in  the  chair,  upon  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "  A  bill 
to  extend  the  time  for  the  collection  and  payment  of  certain  taxes 
therein  named,**  and  after  spending  some  time  therein,  the  com- 
mittee rose  and  through  their  chairman  reported  the  same  to  the 
House,  with  sundry  amendments,  which  were  concurred  in. 

On  motion  of  Mr:  Wing,  said  bill  was  committed  to  the  com- 
mittee on  the  judiciary. 

The  following  messa^  was  received  from  the  Governor 
through  his  private  secretary,  Mr.  Jackson : 

2b  the  House  of  Representatives : 
I  have  this  day  approved  and  filed  in  the  office  of  the  Secreta- 
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ry  of  State,  a  joint  resolution  ^  instructing  our  senators  and  re- 
presentative relative  to  light-houses  and  harbors." 

STEVENS  T,  MASON. 
January  26,  1837. 

The  Chair  presented  the  following  communication  from  the 
Bank  Commissioner : 

{See  Document  No,  11.) 

Mr.  Lothrop  called  up  the  report  of  the  committee  on  banks 
and  incorporations  made  by  him,  and  heretofore  laid  on  the  table, 
relative  to  incorporating  an  insurance  and  loan  company,  and 
moved  the  adoption  of  the  report,  and  that  the  committee  be  dis- 
charged from  the  further  consideration  of  the  subject,  which  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  Kingsley  called  up  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  ju- 
diciary, yesterday  laid  upon  the  table,  relative  to  authorizing 
Abigail  Shumway,  administratrix,  &c.,  to  sell  certain  parcels  of 
land ;  which  report  was  read  and  adopted,  and  on  motion^  the 
bill  was  rejected  and  the  committee  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  of  the  subject 

Also  called  up  the  report  of  said  committee,  yesterday  laid  upon 
the  table,  relative  to  the  petition  of  Robert  Abbott,  executor,  &c., 
which,  was  read  and  adopted. 

Also  called  up  the  report  of  the  same  committee,  laid  upon  the 
table  on  the  13th  inst.,  relative  to  establishing  a  court  of  common 
pleas,  which  was  read  and  adopted. 

Mr.  McKeen  called  lip  the  "  bill  authorizing  the  supervisors  of 
the  county  of  Lapeer  to  loan  a  certain  sum  of  money,*'  with  the 
amendments  made  tliereto  by  the  Senate. 

The  question  being  upon  concurring  in  the  first,  second,  fourth 
and  sixth  amendments  made  by  the  Senate,  they  were,  on  motion 
concurred  in. 

Mr.  Lothrop  moved  to  amend  the  third  amendment  made  by 
the  Senate,  by  striking  out  the  word  "  November,"  and  insert 
**  April"  in  lieu  thereof,  which  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion,  the  fifth  amendment  made  by  the  Senate,  was  non- 
concurred  in. 

Mr.  Alden,  of  Branch,  on  leave  granted,  presented  the  petition 
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<if  Gilbert  H.  King  and  others,  of  Calhoun  county,  for  the  organi- 
zation of  a  new  township  in  said  county.  Referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  the  organization  of  towns  and  counties. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the  Senate,  through 
their  secretary : 

Mr.  Speaker — In  pursuance  of  the  rules  of  the  Senate,  I  here- 
with transmit  a  joint  resolution,  which  has  passed  the  Senate,  en- 
titled **  A  resolution  to  authorize  the  fiscal  agent  to  advance  to 
John  S.  Bagg  a  certain  sum  of  money,"  in  which  the  concur- 
rence of  the  House  of  Representatives  is  respectfully  requested. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lothrop, 

The  **  bill  regulating  the  interest  of  money,"  with  the  report  of 
the  select  committee  to  which  the  same  was  referred,  heretofore 
laid  upon  the  table,  was  taken  up  and  considered.  The  question 
being  upon  adopting  the  report  of  said  committee,  it  was,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Convis,  decided  by  yeas  and  nays  in  the  negative,  as 
follows : 

YEAS. 

Mr.  Lothrop, 

NAYS. 

Mr.  Finch, 

Mr.  Poote, 

Mr.  Gilbert, 

Mr.  Herrington, 

Mr.  Howe, 

Mr.  Kellogg, 

Mr.  Kingsley, 

Mr.  King, 

Mr.  Lee, 

Mr.  Munger, 

Mr.  Martin, 

Mr.  Monfore,  Mr.  Speaker,         88 

Mr.  McGafTey, 

On  motion,  the  House  adjourned. 


Mr.  Convis, 

Mr.  Alden, 
Mr.  Almy, 
Mr.  Burbank, 
Mr.  Butler, 
Mr.  Ballard, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Cressey, 
Mr.  Calkin, 
Mr.  Cornell, 
Mr.  Colbath, 
Mr.  Ferrington, 
Mr.  Felch, 
Mr.  Farrington, 


Mr.  Phillips, 

Mr.  McKeen, 
Mr.  Purdy, 
Mr.  Ralph, 
Mr.  Job  Smith, 
Mr.  Shattuck, 
Mr.  Jos.  Smith, 
Mr.  Shellhouse, 
Mr.  Wing, 
Mr.  Wisner, 
Mr.  Ward, 
Mr.  Yerkes, 
Mr.  Speaker, 


Friday f  January  2i. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

The  following  petitions  were  presented  and  severally  referred 

By  Mr.  Bingham,  of  Livingston, 
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Of  sundry  inhabitants  of  Livingston  and  Oakland  counties,  for 
the  annexation  of  towns  one,  two,  three  and  four  north,  of  seven  . 
east  in  Oakland  county,  to  Livingston  county.  On  motion  of  Mr. 
Wisner,  said  petition  was  referred  to  a  select  committee  of  five 
members,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Wisner,  Ingham,  Finch,  Herring- 
ton  and  Alden. 
By  Mr.  Ralph,  of  Hillsdale, 

A  remonstrance  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  said  county,  against 
the  removal  of  the  present  seat  of  justice  of  said  county.    Re- 
ferred to  the  committee  on  the  removal  of  seats  of  justice. 
By  Mr.  Almy,  of  Kent, 

The  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  Ionia  county,  praying  for 
the  removal  of  the  county  seat  of  said  Ionia  county.    Referred 
to  the  committee  on  removal  of  seats  of  justice. 
By  Mr.  Wisner,  of  Oakland, 

The  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  said  county,  for  a  law 
authorizing  an  equal  distribution  of  the  surplus  revenue  among 
the  several  counties  of  this  state.  Also,  protesting  against  loan- 
ing said  revenue  to  the  banks.  Referred  to  the  committee  on 
ways  and  means. 
By  the  Chair, 

Of  sundry  inhabitants  of  Wayne  county,  praying  for  an  act  to 
extend  Fort  street  in  Detroit  to  the  Dearbomville  road.  Re- 
ferred to  the  committee  on  roads  and  bridges. 

Mr.  Convis,  frum  the  committee  of  ways  and  means,  reported 
"  A  bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled  *  An  act  to  incorporate  the  Mi- 
chigan state  bank,' "  which  was  read  the  first  and  second  time 
and  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Lee,  from  the  committee  on  claims,  to  which  was  referred 
the  petitions  of  Samuel  A.  Bartlett  and  Lemuel  Colbath,  report- 
ed a  bill,  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  A.  Bartlett  f  also, 
*•  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Lemuel  Colbath,"  which  bills  were  read 
the  first  and  second  time  and  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Kingsley,  from  the  committee  on  the  judiciary,  to  which 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Nathan  B.  Carpenter,  reported  that 
they  deem  it  inexpedient  to  grant  any  relief  to  the  petitioner,  and 
asked  to  be  discharged  fi*om  ifae  further  consideration  of  the  sub- 
ject   On  motion,  said  report  was  laid  upon  the  table. 
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Also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which  was  referred  the  pe- 
tition of  Lyman  Knij^ht,  for  authority  to  sell  certain  land,  report- 
ed that  no  legislation  upon  the  subject  is  necessary,  as  the  exist- 
ing laws  provide  for  such  cases,  and  asked  to  be  discharged  from 
the  further  consideration  of  the  subject  On  motion,  the  report 
of  the  committee  was  adopted,  and  the  committee  discharged. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee,  which  were  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  amending  an  act  entitled  "  An  act  to 
extend  Jefferson  avenue,"  reported  "  A  bill  to  amend  an  act  enti- 
tled *  An  act  to  extend  Jefferson  avenue  to  the  intersection  of  the 
present  Grosse  point  road  on  Lake  St  Clair,' "  which  was  read 
the  first  and  second  time  and  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Ely,  from  the  committee  on  internal  improvement,  to 
which  was  referred  sundry  petitions  of  sundry  inhabitants  of 
Oakland  county,  reported  •*  A  bill  to  incorporate  the  Pontiac  and 
Huron  river  canal  company,"  which  was  read  the  first  and  se- 
cond time  and  laid  upon  the  table. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee,  reported  "  A  bill  to  incorpo- 
rate the  Detroit  and  Pontiac  turnpike  company,"  which  was  read 
the  first  and  second  time  and  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Lothrop,  from  the  committee  on  banks  and  incorporations, 
reported  "  A  bill  to  organize  and  regulate  banking  associations," 
which  was  read  tlie  first  and  second  time  and  laid  upon  the  ta- 
ble. 

Mr.Ely,from  the  committee  onintemal  improvement, reported  a 
billy  ''An  act  authorizing  a  loan  of  a  sum  not  exceeding  five  million 
of  dollars ;"  which  was  read  the  first  and  second  time  and  laid 
on  the  table  ;  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Ely,  said  bill  and  the  **  bill 
authorizing  the  people  of  this  state  to  purchase  the  charter  of  the 
Detroit  and  St  Joseph  railroad  company ;"  and  also,  the  "  bill 
for  the  regulation  of  internal  improvement,  and  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  board  of  commissioners,"  were  nmde  the  special  order 
of  the  day  for  Tuesday  next 

Mr.  Kingsley,  from  the  committee  on  the  judiciary,  to  which 
was  committed  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  "  A  bill  to  extend  the 
time  for  the  collection  and  payment  of  certain  taxes  therein  nam* 
ed,"  reported  the  same  with  sundry  amendments,  which  were 
concurred  in. 
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Said  bill  as  amended  was  then  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

The  following  message  from  the  Senate  was  received  through 
their  secretary: 

Mr.  Spbakbk — In  pursuance  of  the  rules  of  the  Senate,  I  here* 
with  transmit  a  joint  resolution  which  has  passed  the  Senate,  en* 
titled  **  A  resolution  directing  the  publication  of  the  laws,"  in 
which  the  concurrence  of  the  House  of  Representatives  is  re- 
spectfully requested. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Burbank, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  (organization  of  towns  and 
counties,  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  enacting 
a  law  giving  to  the  electors  in  the  counties  hereinafter  to  be  or- 
ganizedy  authority  to  locate  the  seats  of  justice  in  their  several 
counties,  and  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Lee  called  up  the  resolution  laid  on  the  table  on  the  24th 
instant,  relative  to  appointing  G.  R.  Lillibridge  reporter  to  this 
House,  for  the  journal  and  register,  with  a  member's  per  diem 
allowance.  Mr.  Ward  moved  the  indefinite  postponement  of  the 
resolution,  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Cornell  offered  the  following  resolution : 

Resolvedy  That  the  committee  on  ways  and  means  be  instruct* 
ed  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  increase  the  salary  of  the  Treasurer  of 
this  state. 

Mr.  McKeen  moved  to  amend  by  inserting  '^  Secretary  of 
State,"  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Wisner  moved  to  amend  by  inserting  "  Governor,"  which 
was  negatived. 

Mr.  Ward  moved  to  amend  by  inserting  "  Auditor  General," 
which  was  agreed  to. 

The  question  being  upon  the  adoption  of  the  resolution  as 
amended,  it  was  negatived 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Alden,  of  Branch, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  t]i3  university  and  school 
lands  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  passing  a 
law  giving  the  supervision  of  the  school  lands  to  the  Superintend- 
ent of  Public  Instruction,  and  to  require  him  forthwith  to  prose- 
cute for  all  trespasses  on  the  same. 

The  joint  resolution  of  the  Senate,  *'  to  authorize  the  fiscal 
19 
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agent  to  advance  to  John  S.  Bagg  a  certain  sum  of  money,''  was 
taken  up  and  read  the  first  and  second  time. 

Also,  the  joint  resolution  from  the  Senate,  **  directing  the  pub* 
lication  of  the  laws,"  was  taken  up  and  read  the  first  and  second 
time  and  committed  to  the  committee  on  printing. 

The  unfinished  business  of  yesterday  was  taken  up.  The  con- 
sideration of  the  bill,  **  A  bill  to  regulate  the  interest  of  money." 

The  bill  having  been  read, 

Mr.  Luthrop  renewed  his  motion  made  in  committee  of  the 
whjie,  viz  :  to  strike  out  all  after  the  word  **  sums,"  in  the  fourth 
line  of  the  second  section  to  the  word  **  provided,"  in  the  eighth 
line  of  the  same  section. 

On  motion,  said  amendment  was  decided  by  yeas  and  nays  in 
the  negative,  as  follows : 


Mr.  Lothrop, 

Mr.  Alden, 
Mr.  Al:ny, 
Mr.  Bin^rham, 
Mr.  Biirbank, 
Mr.  Butler, 
Mr.  Ballard, 
Mr.  Barke, 
Mr.  Cressey, 
Mr.  Calkin, 
Mr.  C«  nvis, 
Mr.  Cornell, 
Mr.  C/olbalh, 
Mr.  Felch, 


YEAS. 

Mr.  Phillips, 

NAYS. 

Mr.  Farrington, 
Mr.  Finch, 
Mr.  Foote, 
M'.  Gilbert, 
Mr.  Herrington, 
Mr.  Howe, 
Mr.  Kellijgg, 
Mr.  Kingsley, 
Mr.  Kmg, 


2 


Mr.  Monfiire, 
Mr.  McGaffey, 
Mr.  McKeen, 
Mr.  Purdy, 
Mr.  Ralph, 
Mr.  Shattuck, 
Mr.  Jos.  Smith, 
Mr.  Shellhouse, 
Mr.  Thayer, 
Mr.  Wisner, 
Mr.  Ward, 
Mr.  Yerkes, 
Mr.  Speaker, 


Mr.  Lee, 

Mr.  Levake, 

Mr.  Miincer, 

Mr.  Martm,  Mr.  Speaker,         39 

Mr.  Phillips  moved  further  to  amend  by  inserting  at  the  end 
of  the  seventh  line  of  the  second  section,  the  following : 

**  Or  until  the  same  shall  become  due,  in  which  case  seven  per 
centum  shall  be  allowed,  and  no  more ;  which,  on  motion,  was 
decided  by  yeas  and  nays  in  the  negative,  as  follows : 


Mr.  Cressey, 
Mr.  Convis, 


Mr.  Alden, 
Mr.  Almy, 


YEAS. 

Mr.  Lothrop, 
Mr.  Phillips, 

NAYS. 

Mr.  Finch, 
Mr.  Foote, 


Mr.  Wisner, 


Mr.  McGafiey, 
Mr.  McKeen, 
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Mr.  Bingham, 
Mr.  Burt>aiik, 
Mr.  Butler, 
Mr.  Ballard, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Calkin, 
Mr.  Cornell, 
Mr.  (3<)lbath, 
Mr.  Felch, 
Mr.  Farrington, 


Mr.  Gilbert, 
Mr.  HerringtQO, 
Mr.  Kelloffg, 
Mr.  Kingsiey, 
Mr.  King, 
Mr.  liee, 
Mr.  Levake, 
Mr.  Martin, 
Mr.  Monfore, 


Mr.  Purdy, 
Mr.  Ralph,' 
Mr.  Shattuck, 
Mr.  Jos.  Smith, 
Mr.  Shellhouse, 
Mr.  Thaver, 
Mr.  Ward, 
Mr.  Yerkes, 
Mr.  Speaker, 


Si 

Mr.  Convis  moved  further  to  amend  by  striking  out  the  pro- 
viso in  said  bill,  and  inserting  the  following : 

**  Any  bank  or  moneyed  institution  that  shall  ask,  demand  or 
receive,  directly  or  indirectly,  any  higher  rate  of  interest  then 
said  bank  or  moneyed  institution  is  authorized  by  its  charter  to 
receive,  shall  pay,  upon  conviction  thereof  in  any  court  of  this 
state  having  jurisdiction  of  the  f«ame,  a  sum  not  more  than  three 
thousand  dollars,  nor  less  than  fifty ;  one-fifth  of  which  to  be 
paid  to  the  informant,  and  the  balance  into  the  treasury  of  the 
state :  And  in  order  to  carry  the  provisions  of  this  section  into 
efiect,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  legislature,  or  a  committee  of 
either  H  juse  thereof,  or  for  any  one  of  the  bank  commissioners  fur 
the  state,  to  examine  under  oath  any  of  the  officers,  agents  or  ser- 
vants of  said  banks  transacting  the  business  of  said  banks." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bingham,  the  question  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Convis,  was  divided. 

The  question  being  upon  striking  out,  it  was,  on  motion,  de- 
cided by  yeas  and  nays  in  the  negative,  as  follows : 

YEAS. 
Mr.  Levake, 


Mr.  Bingham, 
Mr.  Convis^ 


Mr.  Alden, 
Mr.  Almy, 
Mr.  Burbank, 
Mr.  Butler, 
Mr.  Ballard, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Cressey, 
Mr.  Calkin, 
Mr.  Cornell, 


NAYS. 

Mr.  Farrington, 
Mr.  Finch, 
Mr.  Foote, 
Mr.  Gilbert, 
Mr,  Herrington, 
Mr.  Kellogg, 
Mr.  Kingsiey, 
Mr.  King, 
Mr.  Lee, 


Mr.  Lothrop, 


Mr.  McKeen, 
Mr.  Purdv, 
Mr.  Ralph, 
Mr.  Shattuck, 
Mr.  Jos.  Smithy 
Mr.  Shelihouse, 
Mr.  Thayer, 
Mr.  Wisner, 
Mr.  Ward, 
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Mr.  Colbath,  Mr.  Martin,  Mr.  Yerkes, 

Mr.  Felch,  Mr.  McGaffey,  Mr.  Speaker,         33 

The  question  being  upon  inserting,  it  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Butler  moved  further  to  amend  by  striking  out  the  words 
•*  or  other  commodity"  in  the  second  line  of  the  second  section, 
which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Convis  moved  further  to  amend  by  inserting  the  following, 
to  stand  a^  the  fourth  section : 

**  All  acts  or  parts  of  acts  prohibiting  private  persons  or  asso- 
ciations keeping  an  ofEce  of  discount  and  deposite,  or  dealing  in 
inland  bills  of  exchange,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  repealed  ;"' 
which  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Ralph  moved  further  to  amend  by  striking  out  all  after 
the  word  '*  year,"  in  the  third  line  of  the  first  section  to  the  se- 
venth line  of  the  st  jond  section,  and  insert  "  and  no  more,  unless 
a  higher  rate  of  interest  be  expressly  agreed  upon  by  the  par- 
ties, and  said  agreement  be  put  in  writing ;"  which  was  nega- 
tived. 

Mr.  Felch  moved  further  to  amend  by  striking  out  the  thre^ 
first  sections,  and  inserting  the  following  as  a  substitute : 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives oftlie  State  of  Micliigan,  That  creditors  shall  be  allowed  to 
recover  and  receive  interest  at  the  rate  of  seven  per  centum  per 
annum  on  all  contracts  made  after  the  passage  of  this  act 

§  2.  That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  any  person  or  per- 
sons to  recover  and  receive  on  any  contract  hereafter  made,  such 
rate  of  interest  as  may  be  agreed  upon  by  the  parties  and  ex- 
pressed in  writing. 

§  3.  That  interest  shall  be  allowed  on  all  moneys  due,  by 
j  idgment  at  law,  or  order  on  decree  in  equity,  from  the  day  of 
rendering  the  same  until  satisfaction  be  made  by  payment  or  sale 
of  property ;  all  judgments,  orders  and  decrees  for  money  on 
CDntracts  bearing  more  than  seven  per  centum  interest,  shall  bear 
the  same  rate  of  interest  as  is  specified  in  such  contracts,  and  all 
other  judgments,  orders  and  decrees  for  money,  shall  bear  inte« 
rest  at  seven  per  centum  per  annum,  until  satisfaction  be  made 
as  aforesaid.    And  in  all  cases  where  judgments  and  decrees 
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shall  bear  more  than  seven  per  centum  interest,  agreeably  to 
the  provisions  of  ihb  act,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  clerk  or  jus- 
tice issuing  the  same,  to  enter  thereon  the  amount  of  interest 
which  the  same  shall  bear. 

On  motion,  said  bill  and  amendments  were  laid  upon  the  table, 
and  the  last  named  amendment  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Convis  laid  on  the  table  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  a  select  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  pro- 
cure a  competent  reporter  for  this  House. 

Mr.  McKeen  asked  and  obtained  leave  of  absence  for  Mr. 
Brown,  until  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Borbank  asked  and  obtained  leave  of  absence  for  Mr. 
Haskins. 

Mr.  Felch  asked  and  obtained  leave  of  absence  for  Mr.  Wing, 
until  Monday  next. 

On  motion,  adjourned. 


Saturday,  January  38. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Mr.  Alden  asked  and  obtained  leave  of  absefice  for  Mr.  Howe, 
until  Tuesday  next. 

Mr.  Convis  asked  and  obtained  leave  of  absence  for  Mr. 
M'Keen,  until  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Cornell  asked  and  obtained  leave  of  absence  for  Mr.  Fer- 
rington. 

Mr,  Cornell,  of  Jackson,  presented  the  petition  of  John  Hall 
and  others,  for  a  division  of  a  certain  town  in  said  county,  referred 
to  the  committee  on  the  organization  of  towns  and  counties. 

Mr.  Finch,  from  the  committee  on  banks  and  incorporations,  re- 
ported '*  A  bill  to  incorporate  the  village  of  White  Pigeon,"  which 
was  read  the  first  and  second  time  and  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Almy,  from  the  committee  on  roads  and  bridges,  reported 
a  bill,  '*  An  act  appointing  commissioners  to  lay  out  and  establish  a 
state  road  from  Dexter,  in  the  county  of  Washtenaw,  to  Lyons, 
at  the  mouth  of  the  Maple,  in  the  county  of  Ionia,"  which  was 
read  the  first  and  second  time  and  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Lothrop,  from  the  committee  on  banks  and  incorporations. 
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reported  "  A  bill  to  incorporate  the  village  of  Pontiac,"  which  was 
read  the  first  and  second  time  and  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Finch,  from  the  committee  on  banks  and  incorporations, 
to  which  was  committed  the  bill  "  A  bill  to  incorporate  the  Lena- 
wee county  mutual  insurance  company j**  reported  the  same  with- 
out amendment 

Mr.  Lothrop,  from  the  same  committee,  reported  "A  bill  to  in- 
corporate the  Michigan  state  mutual  fire  insurance  company,** 
which  was  read  the  first  and  second  time  and  laid  upon  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Shellhouse, 

Resoloed,  That  on  and  after  Monday  next,  there  shall  be  two 
sessions  c^  this  House  each  day,  commencing  at  10  o'clock,  A.  M. 
and  half  past  2,  P.  M.,  unless  otherwise  ordered. 

The  joint  resolution  from  the  Senate,  **a  resolution  to  authorize 
the  fiscal  agent  to  advance  to  John  S.  Bagg  a  certain  sum  of  mo- 
ney," coming  under  the  general  order  of  the  day,  was  taken  up, 
read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Finch, 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  Mr. 
Alden  in  the  chair,  on  the  **  bill  to  incorporate  the  Lenawee  coun- 
ty mutual  fire  insurance  company,"  and  after  spending  sometime 
therein,  the  committee  rose,  and  through  their  chairman  reported 
the  same  to  the  House  with  sundry  amendments,  which  were  con- 
curred in.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Cressey,  said  bill  was  laid  upon  the 
table. 

Mr.  Shellhouse  called  up  the  bill  "A  bill  to  amend  an  act  enti- 
tled an  act  appointing  commissioners  to  lay  out  and  establish  cer- 
tain state  roads,  approved  March  26,  183(»,''  which  was  read  the 
third  time  and  passed. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the   Executive 
through  his  private  secretary,  Mr.  Jackson. 
To  the  House  of  Representatives : 

I  have  this  day  approved,  and  filed  in  the  office  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  "An  act  to  authorize  David  Gilbert,  a  minor,  to  sell 
certain  land  therein  described." 

STEVENS  T.  MASON. 

January  28, 1837. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Convis, 
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The  report  of  the  committee  on  the  removal  of  seats  of  justice* 
relative  to  ihe  removal  of  the  present  seat  of  justice  of  Branch 
county,  was  taken  up  and  considered. 

The  question  being  upon  the  adoption  of  the  resolution  contain- 
ed in  said  report,  and  upon  discharging  the  committee  from  the 
further  consideration  of  the  subject,  it  was,  on  motion,  decided  by 
yeas  and  nays  in  the  affirmative,  as  follows : 


Mr.  Almy, 
Mr.  Bingham, 
Mr.  BuiTer, 
Mr.  Ballard, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Cressev, 
Mr.  Calkin, 
Mr.  Con  vis, 
Mr.  Cornell, 


YEAS. 

Mr.  Felch, 
Mr.  Farrington, 
Mr.  Finch. 
Mr.  Harrington, 
Mr.  Kellogg, 
Mr.  Kingsley, 
Mr.  King, 


Mr.  Levake, 
Mt.  Martin, 
Mr.  M'Gaffey, 
Mr.  Purdv, 
Mr.  Shattuck, 
Mr.  Jos.  Smith, 
Mr.  Shellhouse, 
Mr.  Ward, 
Mr.  Speaker, 


27 


Mr.  Alden, 


Mr.  Lee, 
Mr.  Lothrop, 

NAYS. 
Mr.  Phillips,  3 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the  Senate,  through 
their  secretary : 

Mr.  Speaker — In  pursuance  of  the  rules  of  the  Senate,  I  here- 
with transmit  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  a  bill  which  has 
passed  the  Senate,  eniitled  **  A  bill  to  repeal  an  act  entitled  *  An 
act  to  provide  for  establishing  seats  of  justice,'  "  in  which  the  con- 
currence of  the  House  of  Representatives  is  respectfully  request- 
ed: and  also  again  return  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  the 
bill  entitled  "  A  bill  authorizing  the  supervisors  of  the  county  of 
Lapeer  to  loan  a  certain  sum  of  money,"  and  am  directed  to  in- 
form the  House  that  the  Senate  non-concur  in  the  amendment 
made  by  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  third  amendment 
of  the  Senate  to  said  bill. 

On  motion,  the  House  adjourned. 


Monday^  January  30. 
The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
The  following  petitions  were  presented  and  severally  referred. 
By  Mr.  Convis,  of  Calhoun, 
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From  sundry  inhabitants  of  Eaton,  for  the  oi^anization  of  a 
certain  town  in  said  county.  Referred  to  the  committee  on  the 
organization  of  towns  and  counties. 

Also  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  Calhoun*  for  a  state  road  from 
Marshall  to  Saginaw.  Referred  to  the  committee  on  internal 
improvement. 

By  Mr.  Alden,  of  Branch, 

Of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Batavia,  in  said  county* 
for  the  division  of  said  town.  Also  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  iSher* 
wood,  in  said  county,  for  the  division  of  said  town.  Also  of  sun- 
dry inhabitants  of  Prairie  River,  in  said  county,  for  an  alteration 
of  the  name  of  said  town.  Referred  to  the  committee  on  the  or- 
ganization of  towns  and  counties. 

Also  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  Branch  county,  for  the  incorpora* 
tion  of  a  wool  growing  and  manufacturing  company.  Referred 
to  the  committee  on  agriculture  and  manufactures. 

Also  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  Branch  county,  for  the  removal 
of  the  present  seat  of  justice  of  said  county  to  the  village  of  Cold- 
water.  Referred  to  the  committee  on  the  removal  of  seats  of 
justice. 

By  Mr.  Ballard,  of  Lenawee, 

Of  sundry  inhabitants  of  Pitt,  Washtenaw  county,  praying  for 
commissioners  to  be  appointed  to  lay  out  a  state  road  from  said 
town  to  Tecumseh.  Referred  to  the  committee  on  roads  and 
bridges. 

By  Mr.  Calkin, 

Of  James  Fowler  and  others,  for  a  charter  for  a  railroad  from 
Romeo  to  Grand  river.  Referred  to  the  conunittee  on  internal 
improvement 

By  Mr.  Shattuck,  of  Washtenaw, 

Of  sundry  inhabitants  of  Washtenaw  and  Wayne  counties, 
for  a  charter  for  a  canal  or  slack  water  navigation  from  Flat 
Rock  to  Ypsilanti.  Referred  to  the  committee  on  internal  im- 
provement 

Also  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  township  of  Augusta,  for  an 
alteration  of  the  law  regulating  the  assessment  of  property  and 
taxes.    Referred  to  the  committee  of  ways  and  means. 

By  Mr.  Almy,  of  Kent, 
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Of  sundry  inhabitants  of  said  county,  for  the  survey  of  a  rait 
toad  route,  from  Pontiac  to  Grand  river.  Also  of  James  Fraser 
^nd  others,  for  an  act  incorporating  a  cotnpany  to  construct  e 
canal  from  the  Cawkawling  river  to  the  Saginaw  riven  Referred 
to  the  committee  on  internal  improvement. 

Also  presented  the  proceedings  of  a  meeting  held  at  the  Vil- 
lage of  Grandville^  ki  Kent  county,  relative  to  the  continuation  of 
the  St  Clair  and  Romeo  raikoad,  which  was  read  and  laid  upon 
the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Felch, 

Resolved^  That  the  Auditor  General  be  requested  to  furnish 
this  House  with  a  statement  of  the  amount  of  state  tax  charged 
over  to  each  of  the  several  counties  in  this  state,  agreeably  to  tlie  se- 
cond section  of"  An  act  relative  to  certain  taxes,**  approved  March 
21,  1836.  And  also,  if  in  his  power,  with  the  valuation  of  real 
and  personal  estate,  on  which  said  tax  is  assessed,  and  the  total 
amount  of  all  taxes  for  stale,  county  and  township  purposes,  paid 
by  the  several  counties. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Almy, 

Resclvedy  That  the  clerk  of  this  House  be,  and  lie  is  hereby, 
authorized  to  employ,  whenever  it  shall  become  necessary^  an  as- 
sistant, and  that  a  reasonable  compensation  be  allowed  to  such 
assistant  for  his  services  during  the  time  he  may  be  employed^ 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ely, 

Besotoedy  That  the  committee  on  agriculture  and  manufactures 
be  instructed  t6  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  appropriating  mo- 
ney from  the  public  funds,  to  encourage  cattle  shows  or  fairs,  in 
the  different  counties  in  this  state. 

The  bill,  **  A  bill  to  amend  i^u  act  entitled  '  An  act  to  authorize 
judges  of  probate  to  grant  license  to  sell  the  real  estate  of  minors 
and  others,' "  was  taken  up  and  considered. 

Mr.  McGafiey  moved  to  amend  said  bill  by  adding  to  the  title 
**'  approved  July  25,  1836,"  which  was  agreed  ta  Said  bill  was 
then  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  of  Cass, 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of*  the  whole,  Mr. 
Lothrop  in  the  chair,  on  the  ^  bill  to  provide  for  a  geological  sur- 
vey of  the  state,"  and  after  spending  some  time  therein,  the  com- 

20 
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mittee  rose,  and  through  their  chairman,  reported  the  same  witli 
sundry  amendments,  -which  were  concurred  in. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Alden, 

The  third  section  of  said  bill  was  amended  by  striking  out  the 
words  "  or  before,"  in  the  second  line  of  said  section. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Felch, 

The  second  section  of  said  bifl  was  further  amended  by  insert- 
ing the  words  **  not  exceeding,''  in  the  first  Ime  after  the  word 
**  sum."  Also  in  the  same  line,  same  section,  before  the  word 
"  six,"  and  in  the  second  line,  same  section,  before  the  word 
**  eight"  and  the  word  **  twelve,"  the  words  **  a  sum  not  exceed- 
ing." Also  in  the  fifth  line,  same  section,  after  the  word  **  times," 
the  words  "  and  in  such  sums."  And  also  by  adding  to  the  said 
second  section  the  words  "  and  an  account  of  the  expenditure  of 
each  year  shall  be  annually  reported  to  the  legislature  " 

Said  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third 
time  to-day. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lee, 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  Mr. 
Kingsley  in  the  chair,  upon  the  bills,  "  A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Sam- 
uel A.  Bartlett,"  also  •*  A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Lemuel  Colbath," 
and  after  spending  some  time  therein,  the  committee  rc^,  and 
through  their  chairman  reported  the  same,  with  sundry  amend- 
ments, which  were  concurred  in.  Said  bill  was,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Pelch,  recommitted  to  the  committee  on  claims. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Convi?, 

The  House  took  up  the  bill  heretofore  laid  upon  the  table,  **  A 
bill  to  incorporate  the  Lenawee  county  mutual  insurance  com- 
pany." On  motion  of  Mr.  Convis,  said  bill  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed and  read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  following  communication  was  received  from  the  Senate 
through  their  secretary  : 

Mr.  Speaksk — In  pursuance  of  the  rules  of  the  Senate,  I  here- 
with return  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  without  amendment, 
the  bill  entitled  **  A  bill  to  authorize  the  Governor  to  appoint  a 
private  secretary. 

On  motion, 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  upon 
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**  A  bill  amendatory  to  an  act  entitled  *  An  act  to  provide  for  the 
assessment  and  collection  of  township  and  county  taxes ;'  **  and 
ailter  spending  some  time  therein,  the  committee  rose,  and  through 
their  chairman  reported  the  same  with  amendments.  On  motion, 
said  bill  and  amendments  were  committed  to  the  committee  on 
the  judiciary. 
On  motion,  the  House  adjourned. 

AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lothrop, 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  Mr. 
Cornell  in  the  chair,  upon  "  A  bill  to  provide  for  keeping  records 
of  land  sold  for  school  taxes,"  and  after  spending  some  time  there- 
in, the  committee  rose,  and  through  their  chairman  reported  the 
same  without  amendment  Said  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  en* 
grossed  and  read  a  third  time  tomorrow. . 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Finch, 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  Mr. 
Kellogg  in  the  chair,  upon  "  A  bill  providing  for  judgments  re- 
corded and  filed  in  the  clerk's  ofSce,  a  lien  upon  real  estate,"  and 
after  remaining  some  time  therein,  the  committee  rose  and  report- 
ed the  same  without  amendment  On  motion,  said  bill  was  re- 
committed to  the  committee  on  the  judiciary. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Aiden, 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  Mr. 
Calkin  in  the  chair,  on  the  bill,  "  A  biU  to  provide  for  taking  the 
census,"  and  after  spending  some  time  therein,  the  committee 
rose,  and  through  their  chairman  reported  the  same,  with  sundry 
amendments,  which  were  concurred  in. 

Mr.  Lothrop  moved  to  recommit  said  bill  to  the  committee  on 
the  expiration  of  laws,  &c.,  with  instructions  to  report  a  bill  simi- 
lar in  its  provisions  to  the  '*  bill  providing  for  taking  the  census 
and  for  other  purposes,"  approved  September  6, 1834,  which  mo- 
tion was  negatived 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Convis,  said  bill  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

On  motion,  the  House  adjourned 
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Tuesday^  January  SI. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment 

The  following  petitions  were  presented  and  severally  referred; 

By  Mr.  Monfore,  of  Macomb, 

Of  sundrv  inhabitants  of  Mt.  Clemens,  for  the  extension  of  tRe 
St.  Clair  and  Romeo  railroad.  Referred  to  the  committee  on  in- 
ternal improvement. 

By  Mr.  Wing,  of  Monroe, 

Of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Raisinville  in  said  couoty^ 
for  the  division  of  said  town.  Referred  to  the  committee  on  the 
organization  of  towns  and  counties. 

Mr.  Ely,  from  the  committee  on  internal  improvement,  to 
which  was  referred  the  communication  from  the  Niagara  ship 
canal  board,  reported  the  following  preamble  and  joint  resolution, 
which  were  read  the  first  and  second  time  and  laid  on  the  table  : 

REPORT. 

The  committee  on  internal  improvement,  to  whom  was  refer- 
red the  communication  fro^.i  the  Niagara  ship  canal  board,  ask 
leave  to  report  the  following  preamble  and  resolution: 

Whe/eas,  sound  and  enlightened  policy  requires  that  every  aid 
should  be  given  towards  the  improvement  of  such  avenues  for 
commerce  and  travel  as  already  exist,  and  for  the  opening  of  new 
routes  that  are  calculated  to  develope  the  resources  of  the  coun- 
try, and  call  into  action  more  of  the  industry  and  energies  of  our 
citizens.     Therefore, 

Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  tlie 
State  of  Michigan^  That  in  their  views  the  project  of  a  ship  canal 
around  the  Falls  of  Niagara,  as  one  of  a  national  character,  timt 
will  extend  its  benefits  and  advantages  from  the  river  St.  Lawrence 
to  Lake  Superior,  increase  the  commerce  of  our  inland  seas,  and 
through  that  medium  stimulate  the  enterprize,  intelligence  and  in- 
dustry of  the  whjle  country. 

Resolved^  That  our  senatDrs  in  Congress  be  instructed,  and  our 
representative  be  requested,  to  use  their  influence  to  procure  an 
appropriation  from  the  national  treasury,  large  enough  to  secure 
the  completion  of  this  work. 

Resolvedf  That  the  Governor  of  this  state  be  requested  to  for* 
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ward  our  senators  and  representative  in  Ck)ngress,  and  the  Niaga- 
ra ship  canal  board,  copies  of  these  resolutions. 

Mr.  McGaffey,  from  the  committee  on  the  expiration  of  laws, 
&c.,  reported  "A  bill  to  provide  for  the  election  of  state  officers,** 
which  was  rerd  the  first  and  second  time  and  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Almy,  from  the  committee  on  roads  and  bridges,  reported 
**  A  bill  to  extend  Fort  street,  in  the  city  of  Detroit,  until  it  inter- 
sects the  road  leading  from  the  Detroit  river  to  Dearbomville  ;** 
which  was  read  the  first  and  second  time  and  laid  upoo  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Finch, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  internal  improvement  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  an  immediate  survey  of  a 
route  and  construction  >of  a  railroad  by  the  state,  from  the  village 
of  Adrian,  Lenawee  (fovinty,  thence  westerly  through  or  near  the 
centres  of  Hillsdalej  branch,  St.  Joseph,  Cass  and  Berrien  coun- 
ties, to  New  BuflTalo,  and  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Monfore,  of  Mac6mb,  gave  notice  that  he  should  ask  leave 
on  a  future  day,  to  bring  in  a  ^11  for  the  extension  of  the  St.  Clair 
and  R«meo  railroad. 

The  bills,  "A  bill  to  authorize  the  people  of  this  state  to  extin- 
guish by  purchase,  the  charter  of  the  Detroit  and  St.  Joseph  rail- 
road company,  and  for  other  purposes;"  also, ^'^  A  bill  for  the  re-  • 
gulation  of  internal  improvt^ment,  and  for  the  appointment  of  a 
board  of  commissioners;**  and  "A  bill  entitled  an  act  authorizing 
a  loan  of  a  sum  not  exceeding  five  hundred  thousand  dollars,** 
coming  under  the  special  orders  of  the  day,  were  taken  up,  and 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Felch,  the  special  orders  of.  the  day  were  post- 
poned until  Saturday  next. 

The  engrossed  bill, "  A  bill  to  provide  for  a  geological  survey  of 
the  state,"  coming  under  the  general  orders  of  the  day,  was  (aken 
up,  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

Also  the  engrossed  bill, "  A  bill  to  provide  for  keeping  records 
for  lands  sold  for  school  taxes,"  was  taken  up  and  considered.  The 
question  being  upon  filling  the  blank  in  the  eighth  line  of  the  sec- 
ond section,  Mr.  Kingsley  moved  to  fill  the  same  with  the  word 
"fifty,"  which  was  agreed  to.  Said  bill  was  then  read  the  third 
time  and  passed. 

The  engrossed  bill,  '*  A  bill  to  amend  an  act  to  authorize  the 
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judges  of  probate  to  grant  license  to  sell  the  real  estate  of  minors 
and  others,  approved  July  25,  1836/'  was  taken  up,  read  the 
third  time  and  passed. 

The  engrossed  bill,  "A  bill  to  incorporate  the  Lenawee  county- 
mutual  fire  insurance  company,"  was  taken  up  and  read  the  third 
time.  The  question  being  upon  its  final  passage,  it  was  decided 
by  yeas  and  nays  in  the  negative,  as  follows: 


Mr.  Alden, 
Mr.  Almy, 
Mr.  Brown, 
Mr.  Burbank, 
Mr.  Butler, 
Mr.  Ballard, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Cressey, 
Mr.  Calkin, 

Mr.  Bingham, 
Mr.  Col  bath, 
Mr.  Eldred, 
Mr.  Ferrington, 
Mr.  Farrington, 
Mr.  Herringlon, 


YEAS. 

Mr.  Convis, 
Mr.  Cornell, 
Mr.  Ely, 
Mr.  Felch, 
Mr.  Finch, 
Mr.  Gilbert, 
Mr.  Kingsley," 
Mr.  King, 

NAYS. 

Mr.  Kellogg, 
Mr.  Lothrop, 
Mr.  Levake, 
Mr.  Phillips, 
Mr.  Ralph, 
Mr.  Jos.  Smith, 


Mr.  Lee, 
Mr.  Munger, 
Mr.  Martin, 
Mr.  Monfore, 
Mr.  McGaffey, 
Mr.  Purdy, 
Mr.  Job  Smith, 
Mr.  Shattuck, 


Mr.  Shellhouse, 
Mr.  Thayer, 
Mr.  Wing, 
Mr.  Yerkes, 
Mr.  Speaker, 


25 


17 


Mr.  Lothrop  gave  notice  that  to-morrow  he  should  move  a  re- 
consideration of  the  vote  on  the  passage  of  the  last  named  bill. 

The  following  communication  was  received  from  the  Execu- 
tive through  his  private  secretary,  Mr.  Jackson : 
To  the  House  of  Rfpresentatives : 

I  have  this  day  approved  and  filed  in  the  office  of  the  Secreta- 
ry of  state,  the  following  acts,  viz: 

"An  act  to  authorize  the  Governor  to  appoint  a  private  secre- 
tary." 

"  An  act  to  extend  the  time  for  the  collection  and  payment  of 
certain  taxes  therein  named."    And  also, 

**  A  resolution  to  authorize  the  fiscal  agent  to  advance  to  John 
S.  Bagg/^  certain  sum  of  money." 

STEVENS  T.  MASON. 

January  SI  J 1837. 
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The  Mowing  communication  was  received  from  the  Execu- 
tive through  Mr.  Jackson,  his  private  secretary  : 
Tif  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives : 

I  transmit  for  the  consideration  of  the  legislature,  the  remon- 
strance of  the  pre-emption  claimants  on  the  Niles  reservation,  as- 
serting their  title  to  lands  which  have  been  selected  by  the  state 
for  state  purposes,  under  the  act  of  July  25,  1836.  The  remon- 
strance seems  to  be  intended  for  the  action  of  the  Executive,  but 
as  his  power  over  the  subject  was  exhausted  so  soon  as  thie  lands 
were  selected  bv  him  for  the  state,  the  whole  matter  is  referred 
to  the  legislature  for  their  consideration. 

The  cl  imants  set  forth  fully  in  their  remonstrance,  and  the  ac- 
companying document  addressed  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States  the  grounds  upon  which  their  right  to  the  pre-emption  of 
these  lands  is  based.  With  this,  liowever,  the  state  of  Michigan 
can  have  no  concern,  as  it  is  a  question  exclusively  within  the 
province  of  the  federal  government  to  determine  upon  the  validity 
of  those  claims. 

I  have  endeavored  to  give  the  subject  submitted  by  the  claim- 
ants, a  careful  investigation;  and  with  every  desire  to  lend  my 
aid  in  protecting  the  rights  of  the  actual  settler.  I  have  been  un- 
able to  determine  upon  any  course  of  procedure,*  which  could  at 
present  be  adopted,  without  jeopardizing  the  claims  of  the  state  to 
the  lands  in  question,  as  well  as  those  of  the  individual  claimants 
themselves. 

It  is  true,  the  state  might  with  the  approbation  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  release  her  claims  to  these 
lands ;  but  were  this  done,  the  rights  of  the  pre-emption  claimants 
would  only  be  placed  in  a  more  hazardous  condition  by  the  pro- 
cedure. 

Their  claims  are  now  before  the  government  of  the  United 
States  for  confirmation,  and  should  it  be  determined  that  they  are 
valid,  the  claim  of  the  state,  under  her  location,  must  of  course  be- 
come void.  The  selections  of  the  state  have  not  as  yet  been  con- 
firmed, and  in  all  probability  will  not,  until  a  final  disposition  is 
made  of  the  conflicting  individual  claims  to  the  same  lands. 

Should  the  pre-emption  claims  be  rejected,  the  selections  of  the 
state  will  and  should  be  confirmed.    It  is  far  better  for  the  in- 
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terests<rfthe  individual  claimants,  in  the  event  of  failure  in  secu-» 
ring  their  possessions,  that  the  state  should  become  the  proprietor 
of  the  lands,  than  that  they  should  be  brought  into  market  and 
made  a  contested  object  of  purchase  between  speculators.  If  the 
lands  in  question  should,  under  a  sale  by  the  government  of  the 
United  States,  become  the  property  of  individual  purchasers,  the 
pre-emption  claimant  can  expect  no  relief;  with  the  state  he  would 
have  an  equitable  claim  to  payment  for  his  improvements;  a  clairti 
which  the  state,  1  am  satisfied,  would  not  feel  disposed  to  disre- 
gard. With  this  view  of  the  subject,  it  is  submitted  to  the  legisla- 
ture to  adopt  such  measures  as  their  better  judgment  may  sug* 
g«st. 

STEVENS  T.  MASON. 

January  30, 1837. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lolhrop,  the  message  and  accompanying  do- 
cuments were  referred  to  a  select  committee  of  five  members,  con- 
sisting of  Messrs.  Lolhrop,  Ward,  Wing,  Brown  and  Cornell. 

On  motion,  the  House  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the 
whole,  Mr.  Brown  in  the  chair,  on  the  "  bill  authorizing  and  re- 
quiring the  supervisors  of  the  county  of  Lenawee  to  build  a  fire 
proof  register's  office,"  and  after  spending  some  time  therein,  the 
committee  rose,  and  through  their  chairman  reported  the  same  to 
the  House  without  amendment 

On  motion,  said  bill  vas  laid  upon  the  table. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the  Senate,  through 
their  secretary: 

Mr.  Spbaker — I  herewith  return  to  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, without  amendment,  the  bill  entitled  "A  bill  to  amend  an 
act  entitled  '  An  act  appointing  commissioners  to  lay  out  and  es- 
tablish certain  state  roads,'  approved  March  26, 1836," 

On  motion,  fhe  House  adjourned  until  10  o'clock  to-morroW 
morning* 


Wednesday  f  Febi^uary  1. 
The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
The  following  petitions  were  presented  and  severally  referred  i 
By  Mr.  Bingham,  of  Livingston, 


5Feb.  I.]        HOIFSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES.         HI 


Of  sundly  inhabitants  of  said  county,  praying  for  the 
tion  of  a  part  Oakland  coiHity  to  Livingston,  referred  io  the  selecst 
Committee  on  that  subject. 

Also,  of  David  Pierce  and  others,  for  the  organization  of  a  eer* 
tain  town  in  Livingston  county,  referred  to  the  coramittee  onor^ 
ganization  of  towns  and  <:ounties. 

By  Mr.  Elyv  of  Allegan, 

Of  Silas  Gould  and  others,  for  a  state  ro&d  from  Hunter's  prai« 
Tie  to  the  mouth  of  the  Thorn  Apple  river,  «ef<»rred  to  the  cominit^ 
tee  on  roads  and  bridges.  ^ 

By  Mr.  Smith,  of  Cass, 

Of  sundry  inhabitants  of  said  county,  fot  a  htaok  at  Edwttrds^ 
burgh,  which  was  laid  upon  the  taible. 

By  Mr.  Burbank,  of  Oakland, 

A  petition  of  sundry  citizens  of  Rochestelr  in  sadd  county,  for  a 
bank  in  ssiid  town,  which  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Ely,  from  the  committee  on  internal  improvement,  to 
which  was  referred  a  petition  for  a  state  road  from  Marshall  to 
Saginaw,  moved  that  the  committee  be  discharged  from  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  the  subject,  and  that  said  petition  he  referred 
to  the  committee  on  roads  and  bridges,  which  was  ^agreed  to. 

Mr.  Joseph  Smith,  from  the  committee  on  organization  of  towns 
and  coupties,  reported  **  A  bill  to  provide  for  the  location  of  seats 
of  justice,"  which  was  read  the  first  and  second  time  and  laid  upon 
the  table. 

Mr.  Kingsley,  from  the  committee  on  the  judiciary,  to  whksb 
was  recon^mitted  the  **  bill  providing  for  judgments  recorded  and 
fi!ed  in  the  clerk's  office  a  Hen  upon  real  estate,"  reported  adverse 
to  the  provisions  of  said  bill,  which  was,  on  motion,  la^d  upon  the 
table. 

Also,  from  said  Committee,  who  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  appointing  commissioners  of  deeds  in  the  several 
counties  of  thisr  state,  reported  that  they  deem  it  unnecessary  to 
appoint  said  commissioners,  which  report  was  adopted. 

Also,  from  same  committee,  who  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  providing  by  statute  for  enck)6ures  of  land  by 
fences,  reported  that  it  is  inexpecBent  to  legislate  on  the  suigeoti. 
whidi  report  was  adopted 
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Aiioj  from  same  committee,  who  were  instructed  to  inquire  inta 
the  propriety  of  the  passage  of  an  act  to  authorize  a  company  to 
improve  the  Kalamazoo  river  by  slack  water  navigation,  reported 
that  they  see  no  cause  for  legislating  upon  the  subject,  which  re- 
port was,  on  motion,  laid  upon  the  table. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee,  which  were  instructed  to  in* 
quire  into  the  expediency  of  passing  a  law  to  legalize  certain 
township  elections  and  to  provide  for  the  due  execution  of  the  law 
in  the  several  townships  of  this  state,  reported  adverse  to  legisla- 
ting upon  the  subject,  which  report  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Eldred,  from  the  committee  on  agriculture  and  manufac- 
tures, to  which  was  referred  sundry  petitions  and  ^  A  bill  to  in- 
corporate the  Michigan  wool  growing  and  manufacturing  compa- 
ny," reported  said  bill  to  the  .House  with  sundry  amendments, 
which  was  laid  upon  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Ward,  from  previous  notice  given,  asked  and  obtained  leave 
to  bring  in  a  bill,  "'  An  act  to  organize  the  township  of  Oronoka,'' 
which  was  read  the  first  and  second  time  and  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Ely  gave  notice  that  he  should,  at  some  future  day,  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  amend  the  ninth  section  of  an  act  en- 
titled ^  An  act  to  construct  dams  and  improve  the  navigation  of 
certain  rivers,"  approved  March  24,  1836. 

Mr.  Almy  gave  notice  that  at  some  future  day  he  should  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  for  the  incorporation  of  a  company  for 
the  purpose  of  erecting  a  bridge  across  the  Grand  river,  at  some 
convenient  place  on  the  rapids,  by  the  name,  style  and  direction 
of  the  Grand  Rapids  bridge  company* 

Mr.  Butler  gave  notice  that  on  some  future  day  he  should  ask 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  authorize  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of 
Logan  to  elect  five  justices  of  the  peace,  it  being  an  incorporated 
town. 

Mr.  Ballard  gave  notice  that  he  shoald  ask  leave,  on  some  fu- 
ture day,  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  incorporate  the  village  of  Tecumseh, 
in  Lenawee  county. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Purdy, 

Betdvedy  That  the  judiciary  committee  be  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediensy  ^  taxing  all  land  according  to  its  true  value 
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with  reference  to  soO  and  location,  improvements  under  fifty  acres 
and  bdildings  under  two  hundred  and  fiTty  dollars  excepted* 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Felch, 

RMolced^  That  the  committee  on  the  judiciary  be  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  propriety  and  expediency  of  making  some  provi« 
sion  by  law  which  will  secure  the  speedy  record  of  all  patents  for 
land  lying  within  this  state,  2^  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Almy  laid  upon  the  table  the  following : 

Resdvedt  That  as  the  sense  of  this  House,  that  the  picture  now 
hanging  in  one  of  the  committee  rooms  in  this  building,  is  a  gross 
caricature  of  the  person  and  features  of  General  George  Wash- 
ington, late  president  of  the  United  States,  and  that  the  same  ought 
to  be  removed  to  some  place  more  appropriate  to  its  merits, 

Besclvedj  That  a  committee  of  three,  of  which  his  excellency 
the  Governor  shall  be  one,  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  authorized  to 
contract  with  some  distinguished  artist  in  the  United  States,  for  a 
full  length  copy  of  Seward's  picture  of  General  George  Washing- 
ton, to  be  placed  in  the  hall  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  also 
a  copy  of  the  most  approved  picture  of  General  Lafayette,  to  be 
placed  in  the  Senate  chamber,  and  that  the  sum  of  five  hundred 
dollars  be  appropriated  towards  defraying  the  expense  thereof. 

Mr.  Ward,  on  leave,  presented  the  afiSdavit  of  sundry  inhabi- 
tants of  Ionia  county,  relative  to  the  seat  of  justice,  of  said  county, 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  removal  of  the  seats 
of  justice. 

Mr.  Cornell  gave  notice  that  he  should,  on  some  future  day,  ask 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  division  of  a  township  in  the  coun- 
ty of  Jackson. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  ''A  bill  to  repeal  an  act  entitled  *  An 
act  to  provide  for  establishing  seat^  of  justice,'  "  was  taken  up 
read  and  on  motion,  committed  to  the  committee  on  the  judiciary. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ward, 

'  The  **bill  to  regulate  the  interest  of  money,"  with  the  amend- 
ments, heretofore  laid  upon  the  table,  was  taken  up. 

The  question  being  upon  the  adoption  of  the  amendment  oflfered 
by  Mr.  Felch,  of  Monroe,  on  the  27th  ultim  >  to  stand  as  a  si  b- 
stitute  to  the  first  th*ee  sections  of  siid  bill,  Mr.  Convis  moved 
farther  to  amend,  by  adding  the  il.ljwing  proviso,  whica  was 
*>egatived: 
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**  V  any  person  shall,  directly  cr  indirectly,  take  any  more  than 
seven  per  cent,  per  annum-,  on  any  note,  bond,  mortgage,  or  oth  i* 
obligation,  all  goods,  chattels,  lands,  tenements,  or  other  commo- 
dities, shall  be  a  legal  set  off  in  payment  of  the  same;  and  if  the 
parties  concerned  cannot  agree  on  the  value  of  the  article  ten^ 
dered  in  payment,  the  parties  interested  shall  each  call  on  some 
suitable  person  to  appraise  the  property  so  tendered  in  payment 
on  the  said  note,  bond,  mortgage,  or  other  obKgation." 

Mr.  Purdy  moved  to  amend  by  striking  out  the  second  and 
third  sections  of  the  amendment,  which  was,  on  motion,  decided 
by  yeas  and  nays  in  the  negative,  as  follows : 


YEAS. 

Mr.  Lothrop, 
M*.  Mun^r, 
Mr.  Martin» 
Mr*  Purdy, 

NAY& 

Mr.  Eldred, 
Mr.  Ferrington, 
M  -.  Felch, 
Mr.  Farrington, 
Mr.  Finch, 
M-.  Gilbert, 
M*.  Herrington, 
M  \  King, 
Mr.  Lee, 
Mr.  Levakc, 


Mr.  Ci^ssey, 

Mr.  Convis, 

Mr.  Kellocg, 

Mr.,  KingSey,  Mr*  Purdy,  Mr.  Yerkes»  12 

Mr.  Aldeo, 

Mr.  Almy, 

Mr.  Brown^ 

Mr.  Bingham,. 

Mr.  Burbank, 

Mr.  Butler, 

Mr.  Ballard.. 

Mr.  Burke,. 

Mr.  Calkin, 

Mr.  Cornell, 

Mr.  Cclbath,  30 

The  question  again  recurring  upon  the  original  amendment  of- 
fered by  Mr.  Felch,  it  was,  on  motion,  decided  by  yeas  and  nviys, 
ill  the  affirmative^  as  MIows  r 


Mr.  Phillips, 
Mr.  Job  Smith, 
Mr.  Shattuck, 
Mr.  Yerkes, 


Mr.  Martin, 
Mr.  Monfore, 
Mr.  McGaffey^ 
Mr.  Ralph, 
Mr.  Jos.  Smith, 
Mr.  Rhellhouse* 
Mr.  Thayer, 
Mr.  Wing, 
Mr.  Wary, 
Mr.  Speaker, 


Mr.  Alden, 
M-*  Almy, 
Mr.  Brown^ 
Mr.  Butler, 
Mr.  Ballard, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Catkin, 
Mr.  Cornell; 

Mr^Colbwh^ 


YEAS^ 

Mr.  Eldred, 
Mr.  Ferrington^ 
Mr.  Fefch, 
Mr.  Farrington^ 
Mr.  Finch, 
Mr.  Gilbert, 
Mr.  Herrington^ 
Mr.  King, 
Mr.  Lee^ 


Mr.  Levake, 
Mr.  Monfure, 
Mr.  McGafTey, 
Mr.  Ralph, 
Mr.  Jos.  Smith, 
Mr   Thaver, 
Mr.  Wtng, 
Mr.  Ward, 
Mr.  Speaker, 


21 
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Mr.  Bingham, 
Mr.  Bjrbank, 
Mr.  Cressey, 
Mr.  Convis, 
Mr.  Ely, 
Mr.  Kellogg, 


NAYS. 

Mr.  Kingsley, 
Mr.  Lothrojs 
Mr.  Munizer, 
Mr.  Martin, 
Mr.  Purdy, 


Mr.  Phillips, 
Mr.  Job  Smith, 
Mr.  Shattuck, 
Mr.  Shellhouse, 
Mr.  Yerkea, 


16 

Mr.  Convis  moved  further  to  amend,  by  adding  to  the  second 
section,  "not  to  exceed  100  per  centum  per  annum,"  which  mOi* 
tion  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Burbank  moved  to  amend,  by  inserting  after  the  word 
"made,"  in  the  second  line  of  the  second  section,**  upon  money  actu- 
ally loaned,"  which,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Convis,  was  decided  by 
yeas  and  nays  in  the  negative,  as  follows : 


Mr.  Burbanfc, 
Mr.  Billard, 
Mr.  Calkin. 
Mr.  Cornell", 
Mr.  Howe, 

Mr.  Alden, 
M\  Almy, 
Mr.  Brown, 
Mr.  Bingham, 
Mr.  Butler, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Convis, 
Mr.  Colbath, 
Mr.  EiJred, 
Mr.  Elv, 


YEAS. 

Mr.  Kellogg, 
Mr.  Ki.ig, 
Mr.  Lee, 
Mr.  Munger, 
Mr.  Martin, 

NAYS. 

Mr.  Ferrington, 
Mr.  Felch, 
Mr.  Farrington, 
Mr.  Finch, 
Mr.  Gilbert, 
Mr.  IJerrinsrton, 
Mr.  Kinsjsley, 
Mr.  Lothropi 
Mr.  Levake, 


Mr.  Purdv, 
Mr.  Phillips, 
Mr.  Yerkes, 
Mr.  Speaker, 


14 


Mr.  Monfore, 
Mr.  McGaffey, 
Mr.  Rqiph, 
Mr.  Job  Smith, 
Mr.  Shattuck, 
Mr.  Jos.  Smith, 
Mr.  Thaver, 
Mr.  Wing, 
Mr.  Ward, 


28 


Mr.  Purdy  moved  that  the  consideration  of  said  bill  be  indefi- 
nitely postponed,  which  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Convis,  decided 
by  yeas  and  nays,  in  the  negative,  as  follows : 


M^  Alden, 
M\  Bingham, 
M".  Co  I  vis, 
M*".  Howe, 
Mr.  Kellogg* 


YEAS. 

Mr.  Kincfsley, 
Mr.  T/>thrf>p, 
Mr.  M'lnnrer, 
Mr.  Mirtin, 
Mr.  Purdy, 


Mr.  Phillips, 
Mr.  Job  Smith, 
Mr.  Shattuck, 
Mr.  Shellhouse, 
Mr.  Yerkes, 


1& 
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NAYS. 

Mr.  Elv, 
Mr.  Ferrirglon, 
Mr.  Felch, 
Mr.  Farrington, 
Mr.  Finch. 
Mr.  Gilbert, 
Mr.  Herrington, 
Mr.  King, 


Mr.  Almy, 

Mr.  Brown, 

Mr.  Bjrbank, 

Mr.  Butler, 

Mr.  Ballard, 

Mr.  Burke, 

Mr.  ('alkin, 

Mr.  Cornell, 

Mr-.  <  olbath, 

Mr.  Eldred,  "  28 

M  .  Co.ivis  moved  further  to  amend  bv  strikinof  out  the  third 

section  of  said  bill;  which,  on  motion,  was  decided  by  yeas  and 

»ays  in  the  negative,  as  follows : 


Mr.  Lee, 


Mr.  Levake, 
Mr.  Monfore, 
Mr.  McGaffey, 
Mr.  Ralph, 
Mr.  Jos.  Smith, 
Mr.  Thayer, 
Mr.  Wing, 
Mr.  Ward, 
Mr.  Speaker, 


Mr.  Almy, 
Ml*.  Bingham, 
M  \  Convis, 
Mr.  Ely, 
Mr.  Ferrington, 
Mr.  Howe, 


Mr.  Alden, 
M  •.  Brown, 
Mr.  Butler, 
Mr.  Ballard, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Calkini 
Mr.  Cornell, 
Mr.  Colbath, 
Mr.  ElJred, 


YEAS. 

M".  Kelbg^, 
Mr.  Lothrop, 
Mr.  Levake, 
Mr.  Martin, 
Mr.  Purdv, 
Mr.  Phillips, 

NAYS. 

Mr.  Felch, 
Mr.  Farrington, 
Mr.  Finch, 
M*-.  Gilbert. 
M*".  Herrington, 
Mr.  Kingsley, 
Mr.  King, 
Mr.  Lee, 


Mr.  Ralph, 
Mr.  Job  Smith, 
Mr.  Shattuck, 
Mr.  Thayer, 
Mr.  Yerkes, 


17 


Mr.  Munt^er, 
Mr.  Monfore, 
Mr.  McGaffev, 
Mr.  Jos.  Smith, 
Mr.  Shellhouse, 
Mr.  Wing, 
Mr.  Ward, 
Mr.  Speaker, 


25 


Mr.  Felch  m'^ved  further  to  amen  1,  by  inserting  the  following, 
to  ftmd  as  the  fourth  section,  which  was  agreed  to : 

Sec.  4.  Nothing  contained  in  this  act  shall  be  so  construed  as 
to  authorize  any  banking  or  moneyed  institution  in  this  Ptate  to 
demand  or  receive  a  greater  or  higher  rate  of  interest  than  said 
bank  or  moneyed  institution  is,  or  may  be,  authorized  by  its  char- 
ter to  demand  and  receive. 

Mr.  Burbank  m^ved  to  amend,  bv  striking  out  all  after  the  en- 
acting clause,  which,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Convis,  was  decided  by 
yeas  and  nays  in  the  negative,  as  follows : 
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Mr.  Bingham, 
Mr.  Bjrbank, 
Mr.  Con  vis, 
Mr.  Kellogg, 

Mr.  Alden, 
Mr.  Almv, 
M".  Brown, 
Mr.  Butler, 
Mr.  Ballard, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Calkin, 
Mr.  Cornell, 
Mr.  Colbalh, 
Mr.  Eldred, 
Mr.  Ely, 


YEAS. 

Mr.  Kingsley, 
Mr.  L  ithrop, 
Mr.  Martin, 
Mr.  PurJy, 

NAYS. 

Mr.  Ferrington, 
Mr.  Felch,     . 
Mr.  Fa^rington, 
Mr.  Fin^h, 
Mr.  Gilbert, 
Mr.  Herrington, 
Mr.  Howe, 
M:.  King, 
Mr.  Lee, 
Mr.  Levake, 


Mr.  Phillips, 
Mr.  Job  Snaith, 
Mr.  Shattuck, 
Mr.  Yerkes, 

Mr.  Munger, 
Mr/  Montore, 
Mr,  McGaffey, 
Mr.  Ralph, 
Mr.  Jos.  Smith, 
Mr.  ^hellhouse, 
Mr.  T  layer, 
Mr.  Wing, 
Mr.  Ward, 
Mr.  Speaker, 


13 


31 

Mr.  Farrington  mr.ved  further  to  amend,  by  inserting  at  the  end 
of  the  first  section  \h2  words  "except  as  hereinafter  provided,*' 
"which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Thayer  moved  to  amend,  by  inserting  at  the  end  of  the 
second  section  the  words  "  not  to  exceed  fifty  per  centum,"  which, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Convis,  was  decided,  by  yeas  and  nays  in  the 
negative,  as  follows: 


Mr.  Bingham, 

Mr.  Convis, 
Mr.  Ely, 

Mr.  Alden, 
Mr.  Alray, 
Mr.  Brown, 
Mr.  Burbank, 
Mr.  Butler, 
Mr.  Ballard, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Calkin, 
Mr.  Cornell, 
Mr.  Colbath, 
Mr.  Eldred, 
Mr.  Ferrington, 


YEAS. 

Mr.  Lothrop, 
Mr.  M.mger, 
Mr.  M  irtln, 

NVYS. 

Mr.  Felch. 
Mr.  Farrington, 
Mr.  Finch, 
Mr.  Gilbert, 
Mr.  Herrington, 
Mr.  Howe, 
Mr.  Kellogc]^, 
Mr.  Kingsley, 
Mr.  King, 
Mr.  Lee, 
Mr.  Levake, 


Mr.  Monfore, 
Mr.  Phillips, 
Mr.  Thayer, 

Mr.  McGftflfey, 
Mr.  Purdy, 
Mr.  Ralph, 
Mr.  Job  Smith, 
Mr.  Shattuck, 
Mr.  Jos.  Smith, 
Mr.  Shellhouse, 
Mr.  Wing, 
Mr,  Ward, 
Mr.  Yerkes, 
Mr.  Speaker, 


9 


34 


S  lid  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third 
time  to-morrow. 
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The  following  communication  was  received  from  the  Execu* 
tive  through  his  private  secretary,  Mr.  Jackson. 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives : 

In  compliance  witli  the  request  of  the  G  jvernw  of  the  state  of 
Georgia,  I  herewith  transmit  to  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives the  report  and  resolutions  of  the  legislature  of  that 
state,  on  the  subject  of  the  surplus  revenue. 

STEVENS  T.  MASON. 

February  1, 1837. 

On  motion,  the  above  communication,  with  accompanying  docu* 
tnsnts,  was  referreJ  to  the  CDii.Ti'tt3e  on  ths  jaJiclary. 

Mr.  Burbank  offered  the  following : 

Resolved,  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  RepreFenlatives  of  the 
State  of  ALchigany  That  the  directors  of  the  several  banks  in  said 
state,  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  required  to  furnish  the  Governor 
and  the  said  Senate  and  Hjuse  of  Representatives  forthwith,  with 
a  statement  or  return  which  shall  state  the  amount  of  capital  stjck 
paid  in,  of  the  debts  due  the  same,  of  the  moneys  deposited  there- 
in, of  the  notes  in  circulaticn,  and  of  the  specie  on  hand,  properly 
sworn  to  in  the  manner  provided  in  the  charters  of  the  several 
banks. 

Which,  on  motion,  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lee, 

The  Hjuse  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  Mr* 
Convis  in  the  chair,  upon  the  **  bill  appointing  commissioners  to 
lay  out,a  state  road  from  Lyons  to  Dexter,"  and  after  spending 
some  time  therein,  the  committee  rose  and  through  their  chairman 
reported  the  same  to  the  House  with  sundry  rmendments,  which 
were  concurred  in. 

On  motion,  said  bill  was  laid  Upon  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lothrop, 

The  vote  taken  yesterday  on  the  final  passage  of  "  A  bill  to  in- 
corporate the  Lenawee  county  mutual  fire  insurance  company,* 
was  reconsidered. 

Mr.  Lothrop  moved  to  amend  said  bill,  by  striking  out  from  the 
sixth  section  all  after  the  words  "maker  thereof." 

Mr.  Butler  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  by  adding  the  fol« 
lowing  proviso  to  said  section: 
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**  Provided^  That  nothing  iathis  section  shall  so  be  construed 
^  to  give  to  said  corporation  die  right  or  authority  to  exercise 
banking  privileges^  which  *Tas  negatived ;  the  question  recurring 
upon  the  amendment  projposed  by  Mn  Lotlffop,  it  was  agreed  ta 

The  question  being  upon  the  final  passage  of  said  bill,  it  was 
decided  in  the  affirmative  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows: 


Mr.  Alden, 
Mr.  Almy, 
Mr.  Brown, 
Mr.  Bineham, 
Mr.  Burbank, 
Mr.  Buder, 
Mr.  Ballard, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Calkin, 
Mr.  Convis, 
Mr.  Cornell, 
Mr.  Colbath, 
Mr.  Eldred, 
Mr,  Ely, 


YEAS. 

Mr.  Fenington, 
Mr.  Felch, 
Mr.  Farrington, 
Mr.  Finch, 
Mr.  Gilbert, 
Mr.  Herrington, 
Mr.  Howe, 
Mr.  Kellogg, 
Mr.  Kingsley, 
Mr.  King, 
Mr.  Lee, 
Mr.  Lothrop, 
Mr.  Levake, 
Mr.  Munger, 

NAYS. 


Mr.  Martin, 
Mr.  McGaffey, 
Mr.  Purdy, 
Mr.  Phillips, 
Mr.  Ralph, 
Mr.  Job  Smith, 
Mr.  Shattuck, 
Mr.  Jos.  Smith, 
Mr.  Shellhouse, 
Mr.  Thayer, 
Mr.  Wing, 
Mr.  Ward, 
Mr.  Yerkes, 
Mr.  Speaker, 


42 


Mr.  Butler  asked  and  obtained  leave  of  absence  for  Mr.  Cres- 
sey.  until  Saturday  next 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Convis, 

The  "  bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled  *  An  act  to  incorporate  the 
Michigan  state  bank,' "  was  taken  up,  committed  to  a  committee 
of  the  whole  House,  and  made  the  special  order  of  the  day  for 
Friday  next 

On  motion,  the  House  adjourned  until  to-morrow  morning  at 

10  o'clock. 


Thursday^  February  2. 
The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment . 
The  following  petitions  were  presented  and  severally  referred : 
By  Mr.  Kingsley,  of  Washtenaw, 

Of  sundry  inhabitants  of  said  county,  for  a  bank  at  Ann  Arbon 
Refeired  to  committee  on  banks  and  incorporations. 

22 
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By  Mr.  Convis,  of  CaBioun, 

Of  Isaac  E.  Crary  and  others,  for  the  appointment  of  commis-' 
sioners  to  lay  out  a  state  road  from  Marshall  to  the  county  seat 
of  Ionia  county.  Referred  to  the  committee  on  roads  and 
bridges. 

By  Mr.  Burbank,  of  Oakland, 

Of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  fifth  senatorial  district,  for  a  char- 
ter for  a  company  to  construct  a  timbered  road  from  Bloomfidd 
to  Detroit.    Referred  to  the  committee  on  roads  and  bridges. 

Mr.  Kingsley,  from  the  committee  on  the  judiciary,  to  which 
was  committed  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  **  A  bill  to  repeal 
an  act  to  provide  for  establishing  seats  of  justice,"  reported  Ae 
same  to  the  House  with()uf  amendment. 

Mr.  Felch,  from  the  committee  on  enrolment,  reported  as  cor- 
rectly enrolled,  **  A  bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled  *  An  act  appoint- 
ing commissioners  to  lay  out  and  establish  certain  state  roods,' 
approved  March  26,  1836." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ely, 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  Mr. 
Lothrop  in  the  chair,  upon  **  A  bill  to  incorporate  the  Detroit  and 
Pontiac  turnpike  company ;"  and  after  spending  some  time  there- 
in, the  committee  rose  and  through  their  chairman  reported  Ae 
same  to  the  House  without  amendment. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ely,  said  bill  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the  Senate  through 
their  secretary : 

Mr.  Speaker — In  pursuance  of  the  rules  of  the  Senate,  I  here- 
with return  to  the  House  of  Representatives  the  bill' entitled  ^  A 
bill  to  authorize  the  supervisor  and  township  clerk  of  the  township 
of  Marshall,  to  levy  a  tax  on  property  assessed  therein  in  1886,** 
with  an  amendment  made  thereto  by  the  Senate,  in  which  they 
respectfully  ask  the  concurrence  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives ;  and  also  herewith  transmit  for  the  concurrence  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  a  bill  entitled  **  A  bill  to  amend,  an  act 
entitled '  An  act  appcHnting  commissioners  to  lay  out  and  estab- 
lish certain  state  roads,'  approved  March  26,r  ISdd." 

The  bill  returned  from  the  Senate  with  an  amendment,  ^  A 
bill  to  authorize  die  supervisor  and  township  clerk  of  the  town- 
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ship  of  Marshall  to  levy  a  tax  on  property  assessed  therein  in 
18969"  was  taken  up  and  considered.  The  question  being  upon 
concurring  in  the  amendment  made  by  the  Senate,  it  was,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Convis,  concurred  in. 

Also,  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  ^  A  bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled 
'^  An  act  appointing  commissioners  to  lay  out  and  establish  cer- 
tain state  roads,'  approved  March  26,  1836,"  was  taken  up  and 
read  the  first  and  second  time  and  laid  upon  the  table. 

The  following  communication  was  received  from  the  Execu* 
tive  through  his  private  secretary, 'Mr.  Jackson : 
To  the  House  of  Representatives  : 

I  have  this  day  approved  and  filed  in  the  oflUce  of  the  Secreta- 
ry of  ^State  *^  An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  '  An  act  appoint- 
ing commissioners  to  lay  out  and  establish  certain  state  roads,' 
approved  March  26,  1836." 

STEVENS  T.  MASON. 

February  2, 1837. 

The  engrossed  bill,  ^  A  bill  to  regulate  the  interest  of  money," 
was  taken  up  and  considered.  The  question  upon  its  final  pas- 
sage was  under  consideration,  when,  on  motion. 

The  House  adjourned  until  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Friday  J  February  3. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Mr.  Yerkes  asked  and  obtained  leave  of  absence  for  Mr* 
Poote. 

The  following  petitions  were  presented  and  severally  referred : 

By  Mr.  Monfore,  of  Macomb, 

Of  sundry  inhabitants  of  St  Clair,  Macomb  and  Lapeer,  for 
the  extension  of  the  St  Clair  and  Romeo  raihrood.  Referred  to 
the  committee  on  internal  improvement 

By  Mr.  Gilbert,  of  Macomb, 

(X  sundry  inhabitants  of  St  Clair,  Macomb  and  Lapeer,  for 
the  extension  of  the  St  Clair  and  Romeo  railroad  Referred  to 
the  committee  on  internal  improvement 

By  Mr.  Ballard,  of  Lenawee, 
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Of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  village  of  Clinton,  id  said  county^ 
for  the  incorporation  of  said  village.  Referred  to  the  committee 
on  banks  *and  incorporations. 

By  Mr.  Kingsley,  of  Washtenaw, 

Of  David  Rogers  and  others,  of  Ingham  county,  for  the  orga- 
nization of  a  certain  town  in  said  county.  Referred  to  the  com- 
mittee  on  the  organization  of  towns  and  counties. 

By  the  Chair, 

Of  the  Brady  Guards  of  the  city  of  Detroit,  for  an  act  of  in- 
corporation. Referred  to  the  committee  on  banks  and  incorpo- 
rations. 

Mr.  Kingsley,  from  the  committee  on  the  judiciary,  which 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing  by 
law  for  the  recording  of  patents  for  land  in  this  state,  reported 
"  A  hill  to  provide  for  recording  patents  for  land,  and  for  other 
purposes,''  which  was  read  the  first  and  second  time  and  laid  upon 
the  table. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which  was  committed  "  A 
bill  amendatory  to  an  act  entitled  *  An  act  to  provide  for  the 
assessment  and  collection  of  township  and  county  taxes,*"  re- 
ported the  same,  to  the  House  with  sundry  amendments.  Said 
bill  and  amendments  were,  on  motion,  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Felch,  from  the  committee  on  enrolment,  reported  as  cor^ 
rectly  enrolled  **  An  act  to  authorize  the  supervisor  and  town- 
ship clerk  of  the  township  of  Marshall,  to  levy  a  tax  on  property 
assessed  therein  in  1836." 

Mr.  Bingham,  from  the  select  committee  to  which  was  re- 
ferred sundry  petitions  praying  for  the  annexation  of  certain 
towns  in  Oakland  county  to  Livingston  county,  reported  **  A  bill 
to  annex  certain  towns  in  the  county  of  Oakland  to  the  counties 
of  Livingston  and  Genesee,"  which  was  read  the  first  and  second 
time  and  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Ward,  from  the  committee  on  the  removal  of  seats  of 
justice,  to  which  was  referred  the  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants 
of  the  county  of  Ionia,  praying  for  a  review  of  the  seat  of  justice 
of  said  county,  made  the  following  report,  which  was  acoepted» 
and  the  resolution  therein  contained  adopted : 
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REPORT. 

That  the  petitioners  have  not  complied  with  the  **  Act  requir- 
ing the  publication  of  notices  in  certain  cases,"  approved  March 
16,  1836,  your  committee  therefore  deem  it  inexpedient  to  take 
the  subject  matter  into  consideration. 

All  of  which,  together  with  the  following  resolution,  is  respect- 
fully submitted.  '   R.  E.  WARD,  Chairman. 

Resolved,  That  the  representatives  of  the  petitioners  and  re- 
monstrants, relative  to  the  review  of  the  seat  of  justice  of  Ionia 
county,  have  leave  to  withdraw  their  respective  papers,  and  that 
the  committee  be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of 
said  petition. 

Mr.  Lee,  from  the  committee  on  claims,  to  which  was  recom- 
mitted "  A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  A.  Bartlett  and  others,** 
with  sundry  amendments,  reported  the  same  to  the  House  with 
an  amendment ;  which  report  was,  on  motion,  laid  upon  the  ta- 
ble. 

Mr.  Monfore,  from  previous  notice  given,  asked  leave  to  bring 
m  "  A  bill  to  incorporate  the  Michigan  insurance  and  loan  com- 
pany." The  question  being  upon  granting  leave,  it  was,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Lothrop,  decided  by  yeas  and  nays  in  the  affirmative, 
as  follows : 

YEAS. 

Mr.  Finch, 
Mr.  Gilbert, 
Mr.  Herrington, 
Mr.  Howe, 
Mr.  Kellogg, 


Mr.  Alden, 

Mr.  Burbank, 

Mr.  Butler, 

Mr.  Ballard, 

Mr.  Calkin, 

Mr.  Cornell, 

Mr.  Eldred, 

Mr.  Ely, 

Mr.  Ferrington, 

Mr.  Felch, 

Mr.  Farrington,         Mr.  McGafrey,  '  32 

Mr.  Almy, 

Mr.  Brown, 

Mr.  Bingham,  7 

Said  bill  was  then  read  the  first  and  second  time,  and  com- 
mitted to  the  committee  on  banks  and  incorporations. 


Mr.  KingsTey, 
Mr,  King, 
Mr.  l^e, 
Mr.  Martin, 
Mr.  Monfore, 
Mr.  McGaffey, 

NAYS. 

Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Colbath, 


Mr.  Purdy, 
Mr.  Phillips, 
Mr.  Ralph, 
Mr.  Job  Smith, 
Mr.  Shattuck, 
Mr.  Jos.  Smith, 
Mr.  Shellhouse, 
Mr.  Wing, 
Mr.  Yerkes, 
Mr.  Speaker, 


Mr.  Lothrop, 
Mr.  Ward, 
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Mr.  Butler,  from  previous  notice  given,  asked  and  obtained 
leave  to  bring  in  '^  A  bill  to  incorporate  the  Adrian  and  Coldwater 
turnpike  company."  Said  bill  was  read  the  first  and  second  time 
and  committed  to  the  committee  on  internal  improvement 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wing, 

Rssolvedj  That  the  committee  on  the  judiciary  be  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing  by  law  for  recording 
bills  of  sale  and  mortgages  of  personal  property,  in  cases  where  it 
remains  in  the  hands  of  the  vender  or  mortgagor,  after  sale  or 
mortgage. 

The  bill,  ^  A  bill  to  amend  an  act  to  incorporate  the  Michigan 
state  bank,"  coming  under  the  special  order  of  the  day  for  to-day, 
was  taken  up  and,  on  motion,  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  bill,  ^  A  bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled  '  An  act  appointing 
commissioners  to  lay  out  and  establish  certain  state  roads,'  ap- 
proved March  26,  1836,"  was  taken  up,  read  the  third  time  and 
passed. 

The  .bill  heretofore  laid  upon  the  table,.  "A  bill  appointing  com- 
missioners to  lay  out  and  establish  a  state  road  from  Dexter  to 
Lyons,  in  Ionia  county,"  was  then  taken  up,  read  the  third  time 
and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Finch, 

The  bill,  **An  act  to  regulate  the  interest  of  money,"  was  ta- 
ken up,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Eldred,  said  bill  was  laid  upon  the 
table  until  Monday  next. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  of  Cass, 

The  House  took  up  the  **  bill  amendatory  to  an  act  entitled 
*  An  act  to  provide  for  the  assessment  and  collection  of  town- 
ship and  county  taxes,' "  with  the  amendments  made  and  reported 
by  the  committee  on  the  judiciary.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Convis, 
said  bill  was  laid  upon  the  table,  and  the  amendments  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ward, 

The  bill  heretofore  laid  upon  the  table,  "  A  bill  to  provide  for 
taking  the  census,"  with  the  amendments  made  thereto  by  the 
committee  of  the  whole  House,  was  taken  up  for  a  third  reading. 
Mr.  Convis  moved  to  recommit  said  bill  to  the  committee  on  the 
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judiciary.    The  question  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Convis,  decided 
by  yeas  and  nays  in  the  negative,  as  follows: 


Mr.  Almy, 
Mr.  Bingham, 
Mr.  Convis, 
Mr.  Finch, 
Mr.  Gilbert, 
Mr.  Howe, 


YEAS. 

Mr.  Kellogg, 
Mr.  Kingsley, 
Mr.  King, 
Mr.  Lotnrop, 
Mr.  Martin, 


Mr.  Ralph, 
Mr.  Job  Smith, 
Mr.  Shattuck, 
Mr.  Wing, 
Mr.  Speaker, 
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Mr.  Alden, 
Mr.  Brown, 
Mr.  Burbank, 
Mr.  Butler, 
Mr.  Ballard, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Calkin, 
Mr.  Cornell, 


Mr.  McGaffey, 
Mr.  Purdy, 
Mr.  Phillips, 
Mr.  Jos.  Smith, 
Mr.  Shellhouse, 
Mr.  Ward, 
Mr.  Yerkes, 


NAYS. 

Mr.  Colbath, 

Mr.  Eldred, 

Mr.  Ferrington, 

Mr.  Felch, 

Mr.  Farrington, 

Mr.  Herrington, 

Mr.  Lee, 

Mr.  Monfore,  23 

Mr.  Calkin  moved  to  amend  said  bill  by  striking  out  the  words 
**  register  of  deeds  and,"  and  the  words  "  meet  at  the  clerk's  of- 
fice," in  the  second  line  of  the  sixth  section,  which  motion  was 
decided  in  the  affirmative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McGaSey,  the  blank  in  the  eighth  section 
was  filled  with  **  fifty  dollars." 

Mr.  Finch  moved  that  the  bill  lay  upon  the  table,  which  was 
negatived. 

Mr.  Finch  moved  that  the  House  adjourn ;  negatived. 

Mr.  Finch  moved  to  recommit  the  bill  to  the  committee  on  the  . 
judiciary,  which  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bingham, 

The  vote  taken  this  morning  on  committing  the  "  bill  to  incor- 
porate the  Michigan  insurance  company,"  to  the  committee  on 
banks  and  incorporations,  was  reconsidered,  and,  on  moti<»i  of 
Mr.  Monfore,  said  bill  was  committed  to  a  select  committee  of 
five,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Monfore,  Brown,  Bingham,  Finch  and 
Phillips. 

On  motion,  adjourned. 
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AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

The  hour  of  adjournment  having  arrived,  the  Speaker  called 
the  House  to  order,  when,  a  quorum  not  being  present, 
The  House  was  adjourned. 


Saturday^  February  4. 

The  House  met  agreeably  to  adjournment. 

Mr.  Lothrop  presented  the  credentials  of  John  S.  Heath,  a  re- 
presentative from  the  county  of  St.  Clair,  who,  after  being  duly 
quali&ed,  took  his  seat 

The  Chair  presented  the  following  communication  from  the 
Auditor  General,  which  was  read  and  referred  to  the  committee 
of  ways  and  means. 

(See  Document  No.  12.) 

Also  the  following  communication  from   the   Secretary   of 

State: 

Secretary  op  State's  Office, 
Detroit  J  Jan.  31,  1837. 

To  the  Hon.  Charles  W.  Whipple, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives : 

•  Sir — In  obedience  to  the  provision  contained  in  the  fifth  sec- 
tion of  the  act  entitled  **  An  act  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  the 
militia  for  their  services  in  supporting  the  supremacy  of  the  laws 
of  Michigaa  and  for  other  purposes,"  approved  March  28th, 
1836, 1  have  the  honor  to  lay  before  the  legislature  the  returns 
of  the  commissioners  appointed  under  the  said  act. 

With  great  respect. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

KINTZING  PRITCHETTE, 

Secretary  of  State. 

The  communication  having  been  read,  was,  with  the  docu- 
ments accompanying  the  same,  referred  to  the  committee  on 
claims. 

The  following  petitions  were  presented  and  severally  referred : 

By  Mr.  Smith,  of  Cass, 

Of  sundry  inhabitants  of  said  county,  for  a  bank  at  Edwards- 
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burgh;  which  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  laid  upon  the  table» 

By  Mr.  Yerkes,  of  Oakland, 

Of  sundry  inhabitants  of  Shiawassee  County,  for  the  organiza- 
tion of  a  certain  town  in  said  county^  Referred  to  the  committee 
on  the  organization  of  towns  and  counties^ 

By  Mr.  Gilbert,  of  Macomb, 

Of  sundry  inhabitants  of  Lapeer,  Macomb  and  St  Clair^  for 
the  extension  of  the  St  Clair  and  Romeo  railroad.  Referred  to 
the  committee  on  internal  improvement 

By  Mr.  Calkin,  of  Maco  ib, 

A  similar  petition  praying  for  the  same  oljject  Referred  to  the 
same  committeCk 

By  Mr.  McKeen,  of  Lapeer, 

Of  Horace  Hinman  and  others,  for  ah  act  of  iticofporation  to 
iacilitate  the  early  completion  of  the  contemplated  railroad  from 
the  mouth  of  Black  river  to  Lake  Michigan.  Referred  to  the 
committee  on  internal  improvement 

Mr.  Ward,  from  the  committee  on  the  removal  of  seats  of 
justice,  made  the  following  report,  which  was  read,  and  on  mo- 
tion, laid  upon  the  table,  and  the  committee  discharged  from  the 
further  consideration  of  the  subject 

REPORT. 

The  committee  on*the  removal  of  county  seats,  to  whom  was 
referred  a  resolution  requiring  them  to  inquire  into  the  expedien* 
cy  of  removing  the  seat  of  justice  of  Branch  county  from  the 
village  of  Branch  to  the  village  of  Coldwater,  have  had  the  same 
under  consideration,  and  beg  leave  to  report : 

That  the  village  of  Branch,  the  present  county  seat,  is  situated' 
three-fourths  of  a  mile  from  the  geographical  centre  of  the  coun* 
ty,  and  the  same  distance  south  of  the  Chicago  road,  the  great 
thoroughfare  through  the  county.  The  seat  of  justice  was.  located 
at  this  place  some  time  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  thirty^otie ;  and  from  the  date  of  its  location,  various  circum- 
stances have  conspired  to  produce  a  dissatisfaction  in  the  minds  of 
a  majority  of  the  citizens  of  the  county,  in  regard  to  its  location. 
The  principal  reasons  stated  before  your  committee,  which  pro- 
duced this  dissatisfaction,  are.  as  follows :   First,  that  the  village 

23 
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of  Branch  is  not  situated  on  the  principal  road  through  the*coun^ 
ty,  and  that  a  road  cannot  be  made  to  communicate  with  Branch, 
that  will  divert  the  travel  from  the  Chicago  road,  as  the  proposed 
route  must  pass  through  heavy  timbered  land,  a  proportion  of 
which  is  low  and  marshy ;  second,  that  the  village  of  Branch 
cannot  become  the  business  centre  of  the  county.  It  also  was 
represented  to  your  committee,  that  the  village  of  Coldwater  is 
situated  on  the  Chicago  road,  three  miles  east  of  the  geographi- 
cal centre  of  said  county,  is  believed  to  be  the  main  business  cen- 
tre of  the  county,  remote  from  lakes,  marshes  or  stagnant  waters, 
and  that  there  are  hydraulic  privileges  of  considerable  magnitude 
within  a  short  distance  of  said  village,  and  that  it  is  the  centre  of 
the  roads  traversing  the  county. 

The  parties  in  favor  of  and  adverse  to  the  removal,  have  been 
permitted  to  lay  before  your  committee  all  the  arguments  by 
them  deemed  necessary,  and  your  committee  believe  that  the 
main  facts  contained  in  their  statements  against  Branch,  and  in  fa- 
vor of  Coldwater,  are  herein  set  forth. 

Your  committee  are  convinced  that  it  is  of  the  utmost  impor^ 
tance  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  county  that  a  final  and  early  action 
be  had  on  this  vexed  question,  and  although  your  committee  are 
aware  that  the  village  of  Branch  is  the  more  contiguous  to  the 
geographical  centre  of  the  county,  nevertheless  they  are  of  the 
opinion  that  Coldwater,  from  its  business  location,  and  being 
easier  approached  by  roads,  will  better  convene  the  people  c^ 
said  county. 

Your  committee  therefore  have  come  to  the  conclusion  to  re- 
port a  bill  to  vacate  the  present  seat  of  justice  of  said  county,  and 
relocate  the  same  at  Coldwater,  and  submit  the  same  to  the  con- 
sideration of  this  House,  believing  that  the  facts  set  forth  in  this 
report  will  enable  the  members  to  come  to  a  correct  decision 
upon  the  subject 

The  above  report,  with  the  following  resolution,  are  most  re- 
spectfully submitted. 

R.  E.  WARD,  Chairman. 

Bescivedy  That  the  committee  on  the  removal  of  county  seats 
be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the  subject 
Also  reported  a  bill,  *^  An  act  to  vacate  the  seat  of  justice  of 
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Branch  county,  and  to  estatlish  the  same  at  Coldwater  village,  in 
said  county,"  which  wa?  read  the  first  and  second  time,  and  laid 
upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Almy,  from  the  committee  on  roads  and  bridges,  to  which 
was  referred  the  petition  of  sundry  persons  praying  for  an  act  of 
incorporation  to  construct  a  timbered  road  from  Bloomfield  to 
Detroit,  made  the  following  report,  which  was  read  and  laid  upon 
the  table,  and  the  committee  discharged  from  the  further  consid- 
eration of  the  subject 

REPORT. 
That  they  have  had  the  matter  under  consideration,  and  that 
they  unanimously  agreed  and  accordingly  instructed  their  chair* 
man  to  report  favorably  on  the  application  of  said  petitioners ; 
and  also  to  introduce  a  bill  for  incorporating  said  company.  That 
it  also  appears  that  a  similar  application  was  about  the  same 
time  referred  to  the  committee  on  internal  improvement,  who 
have,  by  their  chairman,  reported  to  this  House  a  bill  for  incor- 
porating another  company  to  construct  a  turnpike  road  over  the 
same  ground,  which  bill  has  been  reported  and  is  now  before  the 
House.  Your  committee,  after  being  apprised  of  this  iact,  and 
being  desirous  that  the  House  should  be  put  in  possession  of  all 
the  information  relative  to  the  comparative  merits  of  the  diflferent 
modes  of  constructing  said  road,  have  therefore  concluded  to  ask 
leave  of  the  House  to  introduce  a  bill  incorporating  the  Bloom- 
field  road  company,  and  they  beg  leave  to  be  discharged  from 
the  further  consideration  of  the  matter. 

J.  ALMY, 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  roads  and  bridges. 

Also  reported  ''A  bill  to  incorporate  the  Bloomfield  road  com- 
pany," which  was  read  the  first  and  second  time,  and  laid  upon 
the  table. 

Mr.  Ely,  from  the  committee  on  internal  improvement,  report- 
ed **  A  bill  authorizing  the  construction  of  certain  dams  therein 
named,"  which  was  read  the  finst  and  second  time,  and  laid  upon 
the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Finch, 

Besolvedf  That  the  omunittee  on  the  judiciary  be  instructed  to 
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inquire  into  the  propriety  of  repealing  so  much  of  section  six  of 
an  act  entitled  **  An  act  to  provide  for  the  assessment  and  collec* 
tion  of  territorial  taxes,"  as  shall  relieve  all  merchants  and  traders 
from  the  tax  imposed  by  said  act,  and  report  by  bill  or  oiher- 
"wise. 

Mr.  Lothrop  laid  upon  the  table  the  following  joint  resolution : 

Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  tlie 
State  of  Michigan,  That  our  senators  in  Congress  be  instructed, 
and  our  representative  requested,  to  use  their  influence  to  procure 
the  passage  of  a  law  granting  to  this  state  five  per  cent,  on  all 
money  received  into  the  treasury  of  the  United  States,  on  the  sale 
of  public  lands  in  this  state,  since  the  second  day  of  November, 
A.  D.  1835,  to  the  secaid  day  of  July,  A.  D.  1836. 

Resolvedy  That  this  resolution  be  sent  to  the  Senate  for  its 
concurrence. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Burbank, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  wavs  and  means  be  instruct* 
ed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  amending  the  act  entitled 
^  An  act  fixing  the  salary  of  certain  officers,''  and  to  report  by 
bill  or  otherwise. 

The  following  bills,  a  bill  entitled  ^  An  act  authorizing  a  loan 
of  a  sum  not  exceeding  85,000,000,"  also  "  A  bill  for  the  regula- 
tion of  internal  improvement  and  for  the  appointment  of  a  bciard 
of  commissioners,"  and  **  A  bill  to  authorize  the  people  of  this 
state  to  extinguish,  by  purchase,  the  charter  of  the  Detroit  and 
St  Joseph  railroad  company,  and  for  other  purposes,"  coming 
under  the  special  orders  of  the  day,  were  taken  up,  and  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Convis,  the  House  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the 
whole,  Mr.  Ward  in  the  chair,  on  the  above  named  bills,  and  af- 
ter spending  some  time  therein,  the  committee  rose,- and  through 
their  chairman,  reported  the  two  first  named  bills  to  the  House, 
with  sundry  amendments,  which  were  concurred  in,  and  report- 
ed progress  on  the  last  named  bill,  and  asked  and  obtained  leave 
to  sit  again. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Convis, 

The  two  first  named  bills,  with  the  amendments,  were  laid 
upon  the  table. 
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Mr.  Bingham  asked  and  obtained  leave  of  absence  for  Mr- 
Purdy. 

Mr.  Job  Smith  asked  and  obtained  leave  of  absence  for  Mr. 
Munger,  until  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Alden,  of  Branch,  offered  the  following  resolution,  and 
moved  its  adoption : 

Resolved^  That  the  thanks  of  this  House  be  tendered  to  our 
senators  and  representative  in  Congress,  for  the  untiring  zeal  and 
unremitting  fidelity  with  which  they  have  endeavored  to  sustain 
the  rights  of  the  state  of  Michigan,  against  the  unjust  assumption 
of  a  powerful  sister  state ;  and  that  although  Michigan  has  at 
length,  after  a  long  and  painful  struggle  for  her  rights,  been  ad- 
mitted into  the  Union,  bereft  of  a  fair  and  important  portion  of 
her  territory,  the  dismemberment  is  not  attributable  to  them,  but 
to  causes  beyond  their  control. 

Mr.  Felch  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table,  which  was 
negatived. 

The  question  recurring  upon  the  motion  of  Mr.  Alden,  the  re- 
solution was  adopted. 

The  following  communication  was  received  from  the  Execu- 
tive through  his  private  secretary,  Mr.  Jackson : 

To  the  House  of  Representatives : 

I  have  this  day  approved  and  signed  "  An  act  to  authorize  the 
supervisor  and  township  clerk  of  the  township  of  Marshall 
to  levy  a  tax  on  the  property  assessed  therein  in  1836." 

STEVENS  T.  MASON. 

February  4,  1837. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the  Senate  through 
their  secretary : 

Mr.  Speaker — In  pursuance  of  the  rules  of  the  Senate,  I  here- 
with transmit  to  the  House  of  Representatives  a  joint  resolution 
which  has  passed  the  Senate,  entitled  "  A  resolution  relative  to 
the  library,"  in  which  the  concurrence  of  the  House  of  Repre^ 
sentatives  is  respectfully  requested. 

On  motion,  the  House  adjourned  until  10  o'clock  on  Monday 
morning  next 
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Monday y  Fehruary  0. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

The  following  petitions  were  presented  and  severally  referred : 

By  Mr.  Calkin,  of  Macomb, 

Of  Thr>mas  Ewell  and  others,  of  the  township  of  St.  Clair,  for 
the  organization  of  a  new  town.  Referred  to  the  committee  on 
the  organiztition  of  towns  and  counties. 

By  Mr.  Ballard,  of  Lenawee, 

Of  sundry  inhabitants  of  said  county,  for  the  repeal  of  the  act, 
&c.  vacating  the  present  seat  of  justice  in  said  county,  approved 
March  21st,  1636.  On  motion,  said  petition  was  referred  to 
the  committee  on  the  judiciary. 

By  Mr.  Butler,  of  Lenawee, 

Of  sundry  inhabitants  of  Hillsdale  and  Lenawee,  for  a  bank  at 
the  village  of  Rollin,  in  Lenawee  county.  Referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  banks  and  incorporations. 

By  Mr.  Smith,  of  Cass, 

Of  sundry  inhabitants  of  said  county,  praying:  for  a  bank  in 
said  county ;  wrhich,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  was  laid  upon  the 
table. 

Mr.  Wing,  from  the  committee  on  removal  of  seats  of  justice^ 
to  which  was  referred  sundry  petitions  and  remonstrances,  rela- 
tive to  the  removal  of  the  seat  of  justice  of  Hillsdale  county^ 
made  the  following 

REPORT : 

That  they  have  attentively  considered  the  petitions  and  re* 
monstrances  above  mentioned,  and  have  patiently  listened  to  the 
statements  of  many  of  the  inhabitants  of  that  county  made  be- 
fore the  committee ;  from  all  which  they  are  satisfied  that  the 
lands  in  this  county  are  generally  good  and  admit  of  cultivation^ 
and  are  traversed  in  almost  every  direction  by  mill  streams  and 
brooks ;  that  they  are  principally  owned  by  individuals,  the 
greater  part  of  whom  now  reside  in  the  county,  or  are  expected 
to  remove  to  it  this  year.  Both  parties  admit  that  Jonesville,  the 
present  seat  of  justice,  is  situate  eight  miles  north  of  the  geogra- 
phic^ centre;  eight  miles  edst  of  the  west  line,  and  six  miles 
south  of  the  north  line  of  said  county  ;  and  that  in  reference  to 
the  present  settlements,  it  is  sufficiently  central.    It  is  not  denied 


Feb.  6.]         HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES.         183 

but  that  the  seat  of  justice  must  be  removed  to  a  more  central 
position  in  the  county  in  the  course  of  a  few  years ;  in  the  mean 
time,  the  inhabitants  of  the  village  of  Jonesville  urge  the  proprie- 
ty of  allowing  it  to  remain  unmolested;  they  say  they  have  con- 
venient buildings  for  the  transaction  of  public  business,  and  that 
the  Chicago  road  passes  through  their  place.  All  this  is  admits 
ted  by  the  petitioners.  Both  parties  appear  to  agree  in  the  fact, 
that  the  seat  of  justice  ought  not  to  remain  at  Jonesville  after  the 
year  1840. 

The  petitioners  claim  that  immediate  measures  should  be 
adopted  to  select  a  point  to  which  it  may  be  removed  after  that 
pericjd,  to  prevent  further  contention  on  this  subject,  and  to  enable 
the  inhabitants  of  the  county  to  construct  roads  leading  to  and 
from  it  The  population  of  the  county  is  said  to  be  about  twen- 
ty-five hundred,  which  numl^r  will  probably  be  increased  to 
thirty-five  hundred  during  this  year.  It  is  further  urged  by  the 
petitioners,  that  if  the  point  for  the  permanent  seat  of  justice  be 
selected  at  this  time,  the  population  and  wealth  of  the  county 
will  require  that  permanent  public  buildings  should  be  erected, 
and  that  these  should  be  constructed  and  had  in  readiness  for 
the  courts  and  county  ofilices  by  the  year  1840.  The  views  of 
your  committee  accord  with  those  of  the  petitioners ;  they 
therefore  report  the  following  bill. 

The  report  having  been  read,  it  was,  on  motion,  laid  on  the 
table. 

Also,  reported  "  A  bill  to  vacate  the  present  seat  of  justice  of 
the  county  of  Hillsdale,  and  providing  for  a  relocation  of  the 
same;"  which  was  read  the  first  and  second  time  and  laid  upon 
the  table. 

Mr.  Ely,  from  the  committee  on  internal  improvement,  report- 
ed "  A  bill  to  incorporate  the  Ypsilanti  and  Flat  Rock  canal  and 
navigation  company  f  which  was  read  the  first  and  second  time 
and  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Lothrop  called  up  the  joint  resolution  laid  on  the  table  by 
him  on  Saturday  last,  instructing  our  senators  and  representative 
in  Congress  relative  to  the  five  per  centum  of  all  moneys  receiv- 
ed into  the  treasury  of  the  United  States,  on  sales  of  public  lands^ 
in  this  state,  which  was  read  and  adopted* 
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The  following  message  was  received  from  the  Senate  through 
their  secretary : 

Mr.  Speaker — In  pursuance  of  the  rules  of  the  Senate,  I  here- 
with return  to  the  House  of  Representatives  the  bill  entitled  "  A 
bill  to  amend  the  several  acts  relative  to  the  supreme  court,  cir- 
cuit court  and  court  of  chancery,"  with  an  amendment,  in  which 
they  respectfully  ask  the  concurrence  of  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  King,  of  Mackinac, 

Resolved,  That  the  list  of  members  absent  on  calling  the  roll 
each  morning,  be  published  in  the  journal  of  this  House. 

Mr.  Cressey  called  up  the  resolution  laid  upon  the  table  on 
the  20th  ult.  by  Mr.  Convis,  relative  to  the  adjournment  of  this 
sessitm  of  the  legislature. 

The  resolution  having  been  read,  Mr.  Cressey  moved  to  amend 
the  same  by  strikmg  out  the  word  "fourth"  before  the  word 
**  March  "  and  insert  "  first"  in  lieu  thereof. 

Mr.  Ely  moved  that  said  resolution  be  laid  upon  the  table^ 
which  was  agreed  to. 

The  bills,  a  bill  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  a  loan  of  a  sum 
not  exceediii;^  five  millions  of  dollars,"  and"  A  bill  for  the  regula- 
tion of  internal  improvement,  and  for  the  appointmert  of  a  board 
of  commissioners,"  with  the  amendments  made  to  the  same  by 
the  committee  of  the  whole  House,  laid  upon  the  table  on  Satur- 
day last,  were  taken  up,  and  on  motion,  said  amendments  were 
concurred  in. 

On  moti  jn  of  Mr.  Ely, 

The  "  bill  for  the  regulation  of  internal  improvement,  and  for 
the  appointment  of  a  buard  of  commissioners,"  was  recommitted 
to  the  committee  on  internal  improvement 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Felch, 

The  House  resumed  in  committee  of  the  whole,  Mr.  Ward  in 
the  chair,  the  consideration  of  "  A  bill  to  authorize  the  people  of 
this  state  to  extinguish,  by  purchase,  the  charter  of  the  Detroit 
and  St.  Joseph  railroad  company,  and  for  other  purposes ;"  and 
after  spending  some  time  therein,  the  committee  rose  and  reported 
progress,  and  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lothrop, 
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The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  Mr» 
tJornell  in  the  chair,  upon  "  A  bill  to  organize  and  regulate  bank- 
ing associations  ;"  and  after  spending  some  time  therein,  the  com- 
.mittee  rose  and  reported  progress,  and  asked  and  obtained  leave 
to  sit  again. 

On  motion,  adjourned. 

AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjoumn^nt 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lothrop, 

The  House,  in  committee  of  the  whole,  Mr.  Corned  in  the 
thair,  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  *"  bill  regulating  banking 
associations ;"  and  after  spending  some  time  therein,  the  commit* 
tee  rose  and  through  their  chairman  imported  progress,  and  asked 
and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 

On  motion,  acyourned 


'Tuesday^  Febuhuary  7. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjoummeni. 

The  roll  being  called,  the  following  members  were  absent: 
Messrs.  Almy,  Convis,  Ferrington,  Feteh,  Farrington,  Finch, 
Foote,  Haskins,  Kellogg,  Lee,  Levake,  Purdy,  Ralph,  Wing. 

The  following  petitions  were  presented  and  severally  retened: 

By  Mr.  Ward,  of  Berrien, 

A  petition  from  sundry  inhabitants  of  Niles,  praying  for  an  act 
incorporating  the  Niles  hydraulic  company.  Referred  to  the 
committee  on  banks  and  incorporations 

By  Mr.  Jos.  Smith,  of  Cass, 

A  petition  of  Joseph  llarper  and  others,  for  the  passage  of  a 
law  authorizing  tlie  supervisors  of  Cass  county  to  loan  ten  thou- 
sand dollars  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  public  buildings.  Refer* 
red  to  the  committee  of  ways  and  means* 

By  Mr.  Almy,  of  Kent, 

A  petition  from  sundry  inhabitants  of  Saginaw,  for  a  canal  from 
Grand  river  to  the  Saginaw  river,  which  wa<  read  and  laid  upoo 
the  table. 
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By  Mr.  Ely,  of  Allegan, 

Of  sundry  inhabitants  of  said  county  for  a  bank  at  Allegan. 
Referred  to  the  committee  on  banks  and  incorporations. 

Mr.  Kingsley,  from  the  committee  on  the  judiciary,  to  which 
was  committed  the  "  bill  to^rovide  for  taking  the  census,"  report- 
ed the  same  to  the  House  with  sundry  amendments,  which,  with 
the  amendments,  were  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Ely,  from  the  committee  on  internal  improvement,  to  which 
was  committed  ^  A  bill  for  the  regulation  of  internal  improvement 
and  for  the  appointment  of  a  board  of  commissioners,"  reported 
the  same  with  sundry  amendments,  which  was  laid  upon  the  ta- 
ble. 

Mr.  Eldred,  from  the  committee  on  agriculture  and  manufac- 
tures, reported  **  A  bill  to  authorize  the  draining  of  certain  lands," 
which  was  read  the  first  and  second  time  and  laid  upon  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ward, 

Rescloedy  That  the  committee  on  claims  be  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  allowing  to  Martin  Kundig  such  ex- 
penses, as  he  may  have  incurred  upon  his  own  responsibility  in 
ministering  to  the  necessities  of  the  poor  who  were  afflicted  with 
the  cholera  in  1834. 

The  bill,  with  the  amendments  reported  by  the  committiee  on 
internal  improvement  this  morning,  was  taken  up  and  read,  and 
the  amendments  concurred  in.  Said  bill  being  under  considera- 
tion, Mr.  Lothrop  moved  further  to  amend  by  striking  out  the 
words  ^  the  first  annual  meeting  of  said  board  which  shall  be  on," 
in  the  6th  line  of  the  7th  section,  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Calkin  moved  further  to  amend,  by  inserting  after  the  word 
**  number"  in  the  2d  line  of  the  7th  section,  the  words  "  who  shah 
not  be  acting  commissioner,"  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr..  Ward  moved  further  to  amend,  by  adding  to  the  9th  sec^ 
tion  the  words,  *'  and  said  commissioner  shaH  not  be  interested  di- 
rectly nor  indirectly  in  any  contract  made  as  aforesaid,"  which 
was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Felch  moved  further  to  amend,  by  inserting  the  following^ 
to  stand  as  the  15th  section,  which  was  agreed  to. 

^  Said  board  of  commissioners  and  every  acting  commissioner 
under  their  direction,  shall  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  vested  witb 
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all  the  privileges  and  powers  necessary  for  the  location,  construc- 
tion and  keeping  in  repair,  all  canals,  railroads  and  other  improve- 
ments of  which  they  may  have  charge,  and  the  said  board,  their 
agents,  or  Ihife 'with  whon>  they  may  contract  for  making  or  re* 
pairing  any  of  said  works  of  internal  improvements,  or  any  parts 
thereof,  may  enter  upon,  use  and  excavate  any  lands  which  may 
be  wanted  for  the  site  of  the  same,  or  any  other  purpose  which  is 
necessary  in  the  construction  or  repair  of  any  of  said  works.'' 

Said  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third 
time  to-day. 

The  bill,  a  bill  entitled  ^  An  act  authorizing  a  loan  of  a  sum  not 
exceeding  five  million  dollars,**  was  taken  up  and  considered. 

Mr.  Calkin  moved  to  amend  said  bill  by  striking  out  the  word 
**  five"  in  the  7th  line  of  the  first  section  and  insert "  two  and  a 
hair*  in  lieu  thereof 

Mr.  Lothrop  moved  to  amend  said  amendment  by  inserting 
**  three,"  which  was  negatived. 

The  question  recurring  upon  the  motion  of  Mr.  Calkin,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Cressey,  a  division  of  the  question  was  ordered. 

The  question  being  upon  striking  out,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Ward, 
|t  was  decided  by  yeas  and  nays  in  the  negative,  as  follows: 

YEAS. 

Mr.  Monfore, 
Mr.  Phillips, 


Mr.  Burbank, 
Mr.  Calkin, 
Mr.  Colbath, 


Mr.  Wisner, 
Mr.  Yerkes, 


Mr.  Alden, 
Mr.  A!  my, 
Mr.  Brown, 
Mr.  Bingham, 
Mr.  Butler, 
Mr.  Ballard, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Cressey, 
Mr.  Cornell, 
Mr.  Eldred, 
Mr.  Ely, 
Mr.  Ferrington, 


NAYS. 

Mr.  Felch, 
Mr.  Finch, 
Mr.  Gilbert, 
Mr.  Herrinjton, 
Mr.  Howe, 
Mr.  Heath, 
Mr.  Martin, 
Mr.  McGaffey, 
Mr.  McKeen, 
Mr.  Job  Smith, 
Mr.  Shattuck, 


Mr.  Jos.  Smith, 
Mr.  Shellhouse, 
Mr.  Thayer, 
Mr.  Wing, 
Mr.  Kellogg, 
Mr.  Kingsley, 
Mr.  King, 
Mr.  Lothrop, 
Mr.  Munger, 
Mr.  Ward, 
Mr.  Speaker, 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  Felch,  the  first  section  was  further  amended 
by  adding  thereto  the  following:  « to  be  deporited  in  the  treasuiy 
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of  this  state,  and  denominated  the  fund  for  internal  improvement 
and  the  same  shall  be  drawn  therefrom  agi'eeably  to  such  provi- 
sions and  appropriations  as  the  legislature  may  make  for  works  of 
internal  improvement  in  this  state.** 

Said  biit  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third 
time. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lothrop,  the  House  resumed,  in  committer 
of  the  whole,  Mr.  Cornell  in  the  chair,  fee  consideration  of  the  bill 
to  organize  and  regulate  banking  associations,**  and  after  spend-, 
ing  some  time  therein,  the  committee  rose  and  through  their 
chairman  reported  progress  and  asked  and  obtained,  leave  to  sit 
again. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the  Executive 
through  his  private  secretaiy : 

Mr.  Speaker — I  am  instructed  by  the  Governor  of  the  stato 
to  inform  the  House  of  Representatives,  that  he  has  approved 
and  filed  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  an  act  entitled 
**  An  act  appointing  commissioners  to  lay  out  and  establish  certaii^ 
state  roads,"  approved  March  26,  1836. 

On  motion,  the  House  adjourned. 

AFTERNOON  SESSION, 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment 

The  following  communication  was  received  from  the  Execur 
tive  through  his  private  secretary,  Mr.  Jackson : 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives: 

I  conceive  it  my  duty  to  inform  the  Senate  and  House  of  Re- 
presentatives, that  the  first  instalment  under  the  act  of  Congress 
providing  for  the  deposite  of  the  surplus  revenue  of  the  United 
States,  amounting  to  ninety-five  thousand  three  hundred  and 
eighty-three  dollars  eighty-three  cents,  has  been  received  by  the 
Treasurer  of  the  state,  and  is  now  subject  to  the  direction  of  the 
legislature.  I  would  refer  you  to  my  annual  message  at  the  com- 
mencement of  your  present  session,  for  the  considerations  which 
urge  that  this  fund  should  be  kept  distinct  from  the  ordinary  re- 
ceipts of  the  treasury ;  and  as  it  remabs  at  present  unproductive 
to  the  state,  I  would  respectfully  suggest,  that  such  measures  be 
adopted  as  will  eaaah\e  the  state  to  make  it  at  once  a  source  of 
wvenue.    The  whde  amount  due  the  state  under  the  urt  ^^ 
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Congress,  is  three  hundred  and  eighty-one  thousand  five  hundred 
and  thirty-five  dollars  thirty-one  cents,  as  stated  in  the  communi- 
cation of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States. 

The  five  per  cent  fund  on  the  sales  of  public  lands,  which  by 
the  terms  of  the  grant  is  to  be  exclusively  appropriated  to  t'le  con- 
struction of  roads  and  canals,  has  not  as  yet  been  received,  but  I 
am  advised  that  it  will  be  transmitted  at  an  early  day. 

STEVENS  T.  MASON. 

Febt^uary  1,1837. 

The  communication  having  been  read,  was  on  motion  referred 
to  the  committee  of  ways  and  means. 

The  Chair  presented  the  following  communication  from  the  Ex- 
ecutive, in  relation  to  the  pre-emptioa  claimants  on  the  Niles  re- 
servation. 

.   ExECTjTTVB  Department, 
February  7,  1837. 

To  the  IJon,  Charles  W.  Whipple, 

Spealier  of  the  House  of  Representatives : 
Sir — The  remonstrance  of  the  pre-emption  claimants  on  the 
Niles  reservation,  having  been  referred  to  the  legislature,  I  here- 
with transmit  an  additional  remonstrance,  with  the  request  that  it 
may  be  laid  before  the  appropriate  committee. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

STEVENS  T.  MASON.  • 

On  motion,  the  petitions  above  referred  to,  were  referred  to  the 
select  committee  heretofore  appointed  on  this  subject. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lotbrop,  the  House  resumed,  in  committee  of 
the  whole,  Mr.  Cornell  in  the  chair,  the  consideration  of  the  "bill 
to  organize  and  regulate  banking  associations,"  and  after  spending 
some  time  therein,  the  committee  rose,  and  through  their  chairman 
reported  progress,  and  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lothrop,  a  call  of  the  House  was  ordered, 
when  the  olcrk  having  proceeded  to  call  the  roll,  and  a  quorum 
appearing  to  be  present,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Lothrop  the  call  of  the 
House  was  suspended. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lothrop,  the  House  again  resumed,  in  com- 
mittee of  the  whole,  Mr.  Cornell  in  the  chair,  the  consideration 
pf  the  above  named  bill,  and  after  spending  some  time  therein,  the 
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committee  rose,  and  through  their  chairman  reported  the  same  to 
the  House  with  sundry  amendments ;  on  motion,  said  bill  and 
amendments  were  laid  on  the  table  until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Wing  called  up  the  bill,  "A  bill  to  amend  the  several  acts 
relative  to  the  supreme  court,  circuit  court  and  court  of  chance- 
ry," with  an  amendment  made  thereto  by  the  Senate.  The  ques- 
tion being  upon  concurring  in  the  amendment,  it  was  decided  in 
the  affirmative.  Said  bill  as  amended  was  then  read  a  third  time 
and  passed. 

On  motion,  the  House  adjourned. 


Wednesday^  February  8. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment 

The  roll  being  called,  the  following  members  were  absent : 
Messrs.  Convis,  Farrington,  Haskins,  McKeen  and  Ralph. 

The  following  petitions  were  presented  and  severally  referred : 

By  Mr.  Gilbert,  of  Macomb, 

Of  sundry  inhabitants  of  Lapeer  and  Macomb,  for  the  exten- 
sion of  the  St.  Clair  and  Romeo  railroad  to  some  point  on  the 
Grand  river  or  Lake  Michigan. 

By  Mr.  Wisner,  of  Oakland, 

A  remonstrance  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  township  of  Grove- 
land,  against  the  division  of  said  town. 

By  Mr.  Wing,  of  Monroe, 

A  petition  of  Elijah  J.  Roberts,  claiming  a  seat  as  a  member 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  from  the  county  of  St.  Clair. 

Mr.  Lothrop  moved  that  said  petition  be  laid  upon  the  table, 
which  was  negatived. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wing,  said  petition  was  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  elections. 

By  Mr.  Gilbert,  of  Macomb, 

Application  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  said  county,  for  a  bank  at 
Romeo.  Referred  to  the  committee  on  banks  and  incorpora- 
tions. 

By  Mr.  Monfore,  of  Macomb, 

Of  sundry  inhabitants  of  St.  Clair,  Lapeer  and  Macomb,  for  the 
extension  of  the  St.  Clair  and  Romeo  railroad.  Referred  to  the 
'vcimmittee  on  internal  improvement 
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By  Mr.  Lee,  of  Washtenaw, 

Of  sundry  inhabitants  of  Shiawassee  and  Oakland,  for  a  state 
road  from  Farmington  to  Byron.  Referred  to  the  committee  on 
roads  and  bridges. 

By  Mr.  Wisiier,  of  Oakland, 

Of  Oliver  Draper  and  others,  praying  to  be  set  off  into  a  sepa- 
rate township.  Referred  to  the  committee  on  the  organization 
of  towns  and  counties. 

By  Mr.  Heath,  of  St.  Clair, 

A  petition  of  Ira  Porter  and  others,  for  a  railroad  from  the 
mouth  of  Black  river  to  Grand  river.  Referred  to  the  committee 
on  internal  improvement. 

Also  of  sundry  citizens  of  Cottrelville,  in  St.  Clair  county,  for 
altering  the  southern  boundary  of  said  town.  Referred  to  the 
committee  on  the  organization  of  towns  and  counties. 

By  Mr.  Cornell,  of  Jackson, 

Of  Jerry  Ford,  praying  for  the  privilege  of  erecting  a  dam 
across  Grand  river  on  section  twenty-four,  town  three  north, 
range  thrfte  west  Referred  to  the  committee  on  internal  im- 
provement. 

Mr.  Almy  gave  notice  that  he  should,  on  some  future  day,  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  incorporating  a  company  by  the  name, 
style  and  description  of  the  Grand  river  and  Saginaw  canal  com- 
pany, with  a  capital  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars. 

Mr.  Burbank  called  up  the  joint  resolution  offered  by  him  on 
the  first  instant,  and  laid  upon  the  table,  relative  to  requiring  the 
directors  of  the  several  banks  in  this  state  to  furnish  the  Governor 
and  legislature  with  certain  information  concerning  said  banks. 
Said  resolution  having  been  read,  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Kingsley  gave  notice  that  at  some  future  day  he  should 
ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  incorporate  a  bank  in  the  county  of 
Ingham. 

Mr.  Cornell  gave  notice  that  on  some  future  day  he  should 
ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  lay  out  a  state  road  from  Jackson- 
burgh  to  Cushuay's  trading  post, 'on  Maple  river. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ely, 

Resolt^df  That  the  committee  on  internal  improvement  be, 
and  they  are  hereby,  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
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borrowing  the  fund  now  in  the  treasury,  commonly  known  as  th^ 
surplus  fund,  to  be  applied  for  the  purposes  of  internal  improve- 
ment, and  to  be  repaid  when  the  state  shall  have  borrowed  money 
for  that  purpose. 

On  motion  of  Mr,  Felch, 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  Mr. 

_  « 

Burbank  in  the  chair,  on  "  A  bill  to  vacate  the  seat  of  justice  of 
Branch  county,  and  to  establish  the  same  at  Coldwater  village,  in 
said  county,^'  and  after  spending  some  time  therein,  the  com- 
mittee rOdC,  and  repot'ted  the  same  to  the  House  without  amend- 
ment 

Said  bill  being  under  consideration,  Mr.  Lothrop  moved  to 
strike  out  all  of  die  first  section  after  the  enactinor  clause.  Pending 

o  o 

the  question, 

On  motion,  the  House  adjourned. 

AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

The  unfinished  business  of  this  morning,  the  consideration  of* 
the  "  bjll  to  vacate  the  seat  of  justice  of  Branch  county,  and  to 
establish  the  same  at  Coldwater  village,  in  said  county,*'  was  re- 
sumed. The  question  being  upon  the  motion  of  Mn  Lothrop* 
to  strike  out  all  of  the  first  section,  after  the  enacting  clause, 

Mr.  Burbank  moved  that  sjiid  bill  be  laid  on  the  table,  which 
was  negatived. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cressey, 

The  previous  question  upon  the  engrossment  and  third  reading 
of  the  bill  was  ordered.  The  question  being  upon  the  engross- 
ment and  third  reading  of  the  bill,  on  motion  of  Mr.  AlJen,  it  was 
decided  by  yeas  and  nays  in  the  negative,  as  fjllows : 

YEAS. 

Mr.  Aldcn,  Mr.  Gilbert,  Mr.  Wing, 

Mr.  Burbank,  Mr.  Howe,  Mr.  Wisner, 

Mr.  Butler,  Mr.  Kellogg,  Mn  Ward, 

Mr.  Cressey,  Mr.  Monffjre,  Mr.  Yerkes, 

Mr.  Finch,  Mr.  Purdy,  Mr.  Speaker,  17 

Mr.  Foote,  Mr.  Shattuck, 
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NAYS. 

JVf r.  Brown,  Mr.  Perrington,  Mr.  Munger, 

Mr.  Bingham,  Mr.  Felch,  Mr.  Martin, 

Mr.  Ballard,  Mr.  Herringtoa,  Mr.  McGaffey> 

Mr.  Burke,  Mr.  Kingsley,  Mr.  McKeen, 

Mr.  Calkin,  Mr.  King,  Mr.  Phillips, 

Mr.  Cornell,  Mr.  Lee,  Mr.  Shellhouse^ 

Mr.  Col  bath,  Mr.  Lothrop,  Mr.  Thayer^  24 

Mr.  Eldred, 

The  following  message  Wad  i^ceited  jfrom  the  Semite  tkrdu|^ 
their  secretary : 

Mr.  Speaker — I  am  directed  by  the  Senate  to  inform  the 
House  of  Representadves,  that  the  Senate  have  passed  without 
^amendment,  the  bill  from  the  House  entitled  **  A  bill  appoiatifig 
tx>mmissioners  to  lay  out  aad  establish  k  state  road  from  Dexter> 
in  the  county  of  Waslitenaw,  to  Lyons,  at  the  moifth  (rf'the  Mar 
pie,  in  the  county  of  Ionia,"*  and  ^  A  resoli^flion  instructing  out 
senators  and  Tepresentativ>e  relative  to  certain  matters  therein 
named,"  and  with  certain  amendments,  in  which  they  respectfud- 
ly  request  the  concurrence  of  the  House  of  Representaittvea,  idvs 
bill  entitled  ^  A  bill  to  incorporate  the  village  of  Coldwater,  ia  the 
'County  of  Branch.**  I  also  transmit  herewith  a  bill  which  has 
passed  the  Senate,  entitled  **  A  bill  to  organize  the  countiM  of 
Ionia  and  Van  Buren,"  ia  which  the  concurrence  of  the  Hoitte  h 
respectfully  reque^d. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ctessey, 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whcle, 
^pon  **  A  bill  to  provide  for  the  location  of  seats  of  justice,"  aad 
^iler  spending  some  time  therein,  the  committee  rose,  and  throu^ 
<heir  chairman,  reported  the  same  to  the  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McKeen^  siidd  bSl  was  committed  to  tlie 
Xiommittee  on  the  judicialy. 

On  motion,  the  House  adjourned. 


Thursda^i  February  ik 
The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment 
The  roll  being  called,  the  following  members  were  absent  I 
25 


194  JOURNAL  OP  THE  [Feb.  9. 

Messrs.  Almy,  Convis,  Ely,  Farrington,  Howe,  Haskins,  Levake, 
Martin,  McKeen,  Phillips,  Ralph,  Wing  and  Ward; 

The  following  petitions  were  presented  and  severally  referred : 

By  Mr.  Heath,  of  St  Clair, 

Of  sundry  citizens  of  Desmond,  in  said  county,  for  a  ferry. 
Referred  to  the  committee  on  roads  and  bridges. 

By  Mr.  Phillips,  of  Oakland, 

Of  sundry  inhabitants  of  said  county,  praying  that  the  fund  de« 
nominated  the  surplus  fund,  be  appropriated  for  the  support  of 
common  schools.  Referred  to  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means. 

Also^  of  C.  D.  Wolcott  and  others,  for  a  railroad  from  Detroit 
to  Grand  river.  Referred  to  the  committee  on  internal  improve- 
ment 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ward, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  judiciary  be  instructed 
to  report  a  law  for  the  preservation  of  fruit  and  shade  trees. 

Mr.  Phillips  moved  the  suspension  of  the  sixteentti  rule,  to  en- 
able him  to  introduce  the  following  joint  resolution,  which  was 
agreed  to: 

Resolved  by  ike  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
State  of  Michigan^  That  the  state  Treasurer  be,  and  he  is  here- 
by, directed  to  deposite  in  the  Michigan  state  bank,  the  money  in 
his  hands  which  he  has  received  from  the  United  States  treasury, 
as  part  of  the  surplus  revenue,  to  be  retained  by  said  bank  thirty 
days,  at  such  rate  of  interest  as  he  may  deem  proper. 

The  resolution  having  been  read  the  second  time,  the  twenty- 
second  rule  was,  on  motion,  suspended,  and  said  resolution  was 
read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

Mn  Wisner  offered  the  following  resolution  and  moved  its 
adoption : 

Resoloedy  That  the  committee  on  the  judiciary  be  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  reporting  a  law  for  the  more  effec- 
tual preservation  of  thje  public  peace  within  this  state,  and  for  the 
punishment  of  rioters. 

The  question  being  upon  its  adoption,  it  was  negatived 

Mr.  Felch,  from  the  committee  on  enrolment  on  leave  granted, 
reported  as  correctly  enrolled,  **  A  bill  to  amend  the  several  acts 
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relative  to  the  supreme  court,  circuit  court  and  court  of  chan- 
cery." 

Mr.  Bmgham  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the  vote  taken  yes- 
terday, on  the  engrossment  and  third  reading  of  the  ^  bill  vacating 
the  seat  of  justice  of  Branch  county,  and  establishing  the  same  at 
Coldwater  village,  in  said  county." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lothrop,  the  question  upon  reconsidering 
said  vote,  was  decided  by  yeas  and  nays  in  the  affirmative,  as 
follows : 


Mr.  Alden, 
Mr.  Bingham, 
Mr.  Burbank, 
Mr.  Butler, 
Mr.  Cressey, 
Mr.  Calkin, 
Mr.  Ely, 

Mr.  Almy, 
Mr.  Brown, 
Mr.  Ballard, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Cornell, 
Mr.  Colbath, 


YEAS. 

Mr.  Felch, 
Mr.  Finch, 
Mr.  Foote, 
Mr.  Howe, 
Mr.  Heath, 
Mr.  Kellogg, 
Mr.  Lee, 

NAYS. 

Mr,  Eldred, 
Mr.  Ferrington, 
Mr.  Gilbert, 
Mr.  Kingsley, 
Mr.  King, 


Mr.  Monfore, 
Mr.  Purdy, 
Mr.  Shattuck, 
Mr.  Wisner, 
Mr.  Ward, 
Mr.  lerjxcs, 


20 


Mr.  Levake, 
Mr.  Munger, 
Mr.  McGaffev, 
Mr.  Phillips, ' 
Mr.  Jos.  Smith, 
Mr.  Shellhouse, 


18 


Mr.  Lothrop, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ward,  the  whole  subject  was  laid  upon  the 
table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Kingsley, 

"  A  bill  to  organize  and  regulate  banking  associations,"  with 
the  amendments  made  thereto  in  committee  of  the  whole,  was 
taken  up  and  considered. 

Mr.  Lothrop  moved  that  all  the  amendments  made  in  com- 
mittee of  the  whole,  except  the  amendments  to  sections  three  and 
seventeen,  be  concurred  in,  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Jos.  Smith  moved  that  the  amendment  made  to  the  se- 
cond line  of  the  third  section  in  committee  of  the  whole,  be  con* 
curred  in,  which  was  negatived. 

Also,  moved  that  the  House  concur  in  the  amendments  made 
in  the  fourth  line  of  the  third  secti(»,  which  was  agreed  ta 

Also,  moved  that  the  House  concur  in  the  amendments  made 
to  the  seventeenth  section,  which  was  agreed  to. 
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Oa  motion  of  Mr.  Kinsley,  the  words  "  any  two  judges  of  the 
circuit  court,"  in  the  fourth  and  fifth  lines  of  the  first  section,  were 
steicAen  out,  **  the  treasure  and  cferk'*  inserted  m  lieu  thereof. 

On  motioa  of  Mr.  Cornell,  said  bill  was  further  amended  by 
striking  out  the  sixth  section. 

Mr.  Levake  moved  that  the  House  adjourn  until  ten  o'clock  to^ 
morrow  morning,  which  motion  was  lost 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McGaffey,  the  word  "judges,"  wherever  it 
occurs  in  said  bill,  was  stricken  out,  aid  the  words  ^  treasurer 
and  clerk*^  inserted  in  lieu  thereof 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Burbank,  said  bill  was  further  amended  by 
adding  to  the  thirty-sixth  section  the  woids  "  by  a  vote  of  two* 
thirds  of  each  House." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lothrop,  said  bill  was  further  amended  by 
striking  out  the  proviso  in  the  twenty-seventh  section,  and  insert 
the  folbwing  in  Ueu  thereof: 

^  Prodded^  The  association  shall  pay  twenty  per  centum 
damages  and  all  costs  that  may  accrue,  and  nothing  herein  con- 
tained shall  prevent  an  injunction  being  issued  whenever  any  pay- 
ment or  demand  shall  be  refused,  or  the  continuance  thereof  if 
the  said  association  from  and  after  thirty  days  from  the  time  of 
the  first  refusals  to  redeem  their  bills  in  specie,  shall  not  resume 
die  payment  of  their  bills  in  specie  on  demand  at  their  bankings 
house." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Burbank,  the  words  •*  be  persons  in  law,"  in 
the  fifth  line  of  the  tenth  section,  were  stricken  out,  and  the  words 
*  shall  in  their  corporate  capacity  be"  inserted  in  lieu  thereof. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Kingsley,  said  bill  was  further  amended  by 
striking  out  all  of  the  thirteenth  section  to  the  word  "  it,"  in  the 
third  line,  and  also  by  striking  out  all  after  the  word  "'  ^tate,"  in 
the  sixth  line,  to  the  words  **  and  to  institute,"  in  the  seventh  line 
of  the  same  section. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McGafiey,  said  bill  was  further  amended  by 
inserting  the  following  as  a  substitute  for  the  fifteenth  section : 

''In  addition  to  the  amount  required  to  be  paid  in  on  the  capi« 
tal  stock  of  such  corporations  before  commencing  operations,  at 
least  ten  per  centum  thereon  shall  be  paid  at  the  expiration  of 
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each  sucQeeding  six  months  thereafter,  until  the  whole  stock  shall 
have  been  paid." 

On  motion,  the  House  adjourned  until  10  o'clock  A.  M.  to 
morrow. 


Friday,  February  10. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment 

The  roll  being  called,  the  following  members  were  absent : 
Messrs.  Brown,  Cressey^  Calkin,  Convis,  Colbath,  Ely,  Farring- 
ton,  Haskins,  Lee,  Levake,  Hunger,  McGaffey,  Phillips,  Jos» 
Smith,  Thayer,  Wisner  and  Ward. 

The  following  petitions  and  remonstrances  were  presented  and 
severally  referred : 

By  Mr.  McKeen,  of  Lapeer, 

A  remonstrance  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  said  county,  against 
the  passage  of  a  law  authorizing  the  supervisors  of  said  county  to 
loan  a  certain  sum  of  money. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MrKeen,  said  remonstrance  was  laid  upoD 
the  table. 

By  Mr.  Kellogg,  of  Washtenaw, 

Two  petitions  of  sundry  citizens  of  the  town  of  Bridgewater^ 
In  said  county,  for  the  division  of  said  town.  Referred  to  the 
committee  on  the  organization  of  towns  and  counties. 

By  Mr.  Ralph,  of  Hillsdale, 

Of  D.  C.  Stilwell  and  others,  for  the  appointment  of  commis- 
sioners to  lay  out  a  state  road,  commencing  at  Schoolcraft,  in  the 
county  of  Kalamazoo,  and  terminating  at  Adrian,  in  the  county 
of  Lenawee,     Referred  to  the  committee  on  roads  and  bridges. 

By  Mr.  Kingsley,  of  Washtenaw, 

Of  sundry  inhabitants  of  said  county,  for  a  bank  at  Ann  Arbor. 
Referred  to  the  committee  on  banks  and  incorporations. 

Mr.  Almy,  from  the  committee  on  roads  and  bridges,  to  which 
was  referred  a  petition  for  a  ferry  on  the  St  Clair  river,  reported 
''A  bill  granting  to  Norman  Nash  and  Nicholas  Ayrault  the 
right  to  keep  and  maintain  a  ferry  across  the  St  Clair  river,** 
which  was  read  the  first  and  second  time  and  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Almy,  from  previous  notice  given,  asked  and  obtained 
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leave  to  bricg  in  "  A  bill  to  incorporate  the  Grand  river  and 
Saginaw  canal  company,"  which  was  read  the  first  and  second 
time  by  its  title,  and  committed  to  the  committee  on  internal  im- 
provement. 

Also,  from  previous  notice  given,  obtained  leave  to  bring  in 
"  A  bill  to  incorporate  the  Grand  rapids  bridge  company,"  which 
wad  read  a  first  and  second  time,  and  committed  to  the  commit- 
tee on  roads  and  bridges. 

Mr.  Felch  gave  notice  that  on  some  future  day  he  should  ask 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  incorporate  the  Dundee  hydraulic  com- 
pany. 

Mr.  Wisner  gave  notice  that  on  some  future  day  he  should  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  incorporate  the  Shiawassee  county 
bank,  with  a  capital  of  850,000,  with  the  privilege  of  increasing 
the  same  to  8300,000. 

Mr.  Monfore  offered  tiie  following  resolution,  which  was  read 
and  adopted : 

Whereas,  by  an  act  of  Congress,  sections  numbered  sixteen,  in 
the  state  of  Michigan,  denominated  school  sections,  are  reserved 
for  the  use  of  schools  ;  and  by  the  constitution  of  said  state,  pro- 
vision is  made  for  establishing  a  permanent  fund  from  the  pro- 
ceeds or  sales  of  said  sections  :  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  university  and  school  lands, 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing  by  law 
for  the  disposition  or  sale  of  such  lands  in  the  several  organized 
townships  of  this  state,  and  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

The  engrossed  bill  heretofore  laid  on  the  table,  •*  A  bill  to  regu- 
late tile  interest  of  money"  was  taken  up  for  consideration.  The 
question  being  upon  its  final  passage,  Mr.  Kingsley  moved  to 
commit  said  bill  to  the  committee  on  the  judiciary,  with  instruc- 
tions to  report  .the  same  to  the  House,  with  the  following  amend- 
ments, viz :  to  strike  out  the  words  "  hereafter  made"  in  the  third 
line  of  the  second  section,  and  insert  "  upon  the  actual  loan  of  mo- 
ney made  after  this  act  shall  take  effect." 

Also  to  amend  said  section  by  adding  thereto  "not  to  ex- 
ceed       per  cent  per  annum." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bingham,  a  division  of  the  question  on  the 
instruotions  was  ordered. 
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The  question  being  upon  referring  said  bill  to  said  committee 
with  the  first  branch  of  the  instructions,  it  was,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Jos.  Smith,  decided  by  yeas  and  nays  in  the  negative,  as  follows : 


Mr.  Bingham, 
Mr.  Burbank, 
Mr.  Cressey, 
Mr.  Howe, 
Mr.  Heath, 
Mr.  Kellogg, 


YEAS. 

Mr.  Klngsley, 
Mr.  King, 
Mr.  Lee, 
Mr.  Martin, 
Mr.  Purdy, 


Mr.  Job  Smith, 
Mr.  Shattuck, 
Mr.  Thaver, 
Mr.  Yerkes, 
Mr.  Speaker, 


16 


NAYS. 

Mr.  Felch, 

Mr.  Finch, 

Mr.  Foote, 

Mr.  Gilbert, 

Mr.  Herrington, 

Mr.  Lothrop, 

Mr.  Levake,  Mr.  Wisner,  21 

The  question  being  upon  the  second  branch  of  the  instructions, 
il  was  decided  in  the  negative. 

The  question  then  being  upon  the  final  passage  of  said  bill,  it 
was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Kingsley,  decided  by  yeas  and  nays  in  the 
negative,  as  follows : 


Mr.  Almy, 

Mr.  Butler, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Cornell, 
Mr.  Col  bath, 
Mr.  Eldred, 
Mr.  Ely, 


Mr.  Monfore, 
Mr.  McGafiey, 
/Mr.  McKeen, 
Mr.  Jos.  Smith, 
Mr.  Shellhouse, 
•Mr.  Wing, 
Mr.  Wisner, 


YEAS. 

Mr.  Felch, 
Mr.  Finch, 
Mr.  Gilbert, 
Mr.  Herrington, 
Mr.  King, 
Mr.  McGaflTey, 

NAYS. 

Mr.  Heath, 
Mr.  Kelloffg, 
Mr.  Kingsley, 
Mr.  Lee, 
Mr.  Lothrop, 
Mr.  Levake, 


Mr.  Almy, 
Mr.  Butler, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Cornell, 
Mr.  Colbath, 
Mr.  Eldred, 

Mr.  Bingham, 
Mr.  Burbank, 
Mr.  Ballard, 
Mr.  Cressey, 
Mr.  Ely, 
Mr.  Foole, 
Mr.  Howe, 

The  following  message  was  received  fi-om  the  Senate  through 
their  secretary : 
Mr.  Speaker — In  pursuance  of  the  rules  of  the  Senate,  I 


Mr.  McKeen, 

Mr.  Jos.  Smith, 

Mr.  Shellhouse, 

Mr.  Wing, 

Mr.  Wisner, 

Mr.  Speaker,  18 

Mr.  Martin, 

Mr.  Purdy, 

Mr.  Job  Smith, 

Mr.  Shattuck, 

Mr.  Thayer, 

Mr.  Yerkes,  19 
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herewith  transmit  for  the  concurrence  of  the  Itouse  of  Represen* 
tatives  two  bills  which  have  passed  the  Senate,  entitled  "  A  bill 
to  amend  an  act  entitled  *  An  act  fixing  the  rate  of  toll  for  grind- 
ing/ approved  April  12th,  1837,"  and  "A  bill  to  authorize  Na- 
thaniel Odell  to  convey  certain  land,*'  1  also  return  herewith  "A 
joint  resolution  requiring  the  directors  of  the  several  banks  of  this 
state  to  make  certain  returns,''  with  an  amendment  made  thereto 
by  the  Senate,  in  which  the  concurrence  of  the  House  is  respect^- 
fully  requested. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lothrop, 

The  "  bill  to  organize  and  regulate  banking  associations,"  waS 
taken  up  for  consideration. 

Mr.  Lothrop  moved  to  insert  after  the  wdtd  "  treasurer,*'  in  the 
second  line  of  the  seventh  section,  the  words  "  approved  as  afore* 
said,''  which  was  agreed  to. 

Also  to  strike  out  **  one"  in  the  seventh  line  of  the  eighth  sec*- 
tion,  and  insert  **  two"  in  lieu  thereof.     Agreed  to. 

Also  to  strike  out  "  one-third"  in  the  first  line  of  the  eleventh 
section,  and  insert  "  thirty  per  centum." 

Mr.  McGaflTey  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  by  inserting 
**  one-fifth,"  which  was  lost. 

The  question  recurring  upon  the  motion  of  Mr.  Lothrop,  it 
was  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Lothrop  moved  the  said  b3I  be  engrossed  for  a  third  read* 
ing. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bingham, 

The  question  was  decided  by  yeas  and  nays  in  the  affirmative^ 
as  follows : 

YEAS. 

Mr.  Finch, 

Mr.  Foote, 

Mr.  Gilbert, 

Mr.  Herrington, 

Mr.  Howe, 

Mr.  Heath, 

Mr.  Kingsley, 

Mr.  King, 

Mr.  Lee, 

Mr.  Lothrop, 

Mr.  Levake,  Mr.  Yerkes,  34 


Mr.  Bingham, 
Mr.  Burbank, 
Mr.  Butler, 
Mr.  Ballard, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Cressey, 
Mr.  Cornell, 
Mr.  Colbath, 
Mr.  Eldred, 
Mr.  Elv, 
Mr.  Fen-ington, 
Mr.  Felch, 


Mr.  Monfore, 
Mr.  McGaflTey, 
Mr.  McKeen, 
Mr.  Purdy, 
Mr.  Job  Smith* 
Mr.  Shattuck, 
Mr.  Jos.  Smith) 
Mr»  Shellhouse, 
Mr.  Thayer, 
Mr.  Wing, 
Mr.  Yerkes, 
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HIt.  Almy,  Mr.  Speaker,  3 

The  engrossed  bill,  '^  A  biU  to  authorize  the  Governor  to  loan 
a  certain  sum  of  money,"  was  taken  up  and  lead  the  third  time. 
The  question  being  upon  its  final  passage,  Mr.  Ely  moved  to  fill 
the  blank  in  the  fourth  section  with  f  5000. 

Mr.  Bingham  moved  to  fill  the  blank  with  $5(Xk 

Mr.  Lothrop  moved  to  fill  the  blank  with  $1000. 

On  motion  of  Mn  Bingham,  said  bill  Was  recommitted  to  the 
^committee  on  internal  improvemeni,  with  instructions  to  report 
the  same,  with  the  following  amendment,  viz : 

To  strike  out  all  after  the  word  **  acf  in  the  second  line  of  the 
fourth  section,  and  insert  **  all  contingent  expenses  incurred  by  the 
Governor  in  carrying  out  the  provisions  of  this  act,  shall  be  al- 
lowed and  paid  out  of  the  fund  for  internal  improvement'^ 

Mr.  Ely,  from  the  committee  on  iatemal  improvement,  to 
which  was  committed  the  last  above  named  bill»  with  certain  in- 
structions, reported  the  same  to  the  House,  in  conformity  to  such 
instructions. 

Said  bill  was  then  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  McKeen  asked  and  obtained  leave  of  ab  eace  for  Mr. 
Brown. 

Mr,  Ooniell  asked  and  obtained  leave  of  absence  for  Mr.  Lo- 
throp, until  Tuesday  next 

Mr.  Furdy  for  Mr.  Alden,  {or  this  day. 

Mr.  Monfore  for  Mr.  Calkin. 

On  motion,  the  House  adjourned^ 

AFTERNOON  SESSION* 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Almy, 

The  House  resolved  itself  in* '>  ?»  commit^'^i  ^''the  whole,  Mr 
Wing  in  the  chair,  on  the  following  bills :  **  A  bill  to  extend  Fort 
street,  in  the  city  of  Detroit,  until  it  intersects  the  road  leading 
from  the  Detroit  river  to  Dearbornville ;"  also  '^  A  bill  to  incor- 
porate the  Pontiac  and  Huron  river  canal  company  f  and  after 
spending  some  time  therein,  the  committee  rose,  and  through  their 

20 
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chairman,  reported  the  first  named  bill  to  the  House,  with  sundry 
amendments,  which  were  concurred  in. 

And  on  the  second  named  bill,  reported  progress  and  asked 
and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rnch, 

The  House  took  up  the  j<nnt  resolution  from  die  Senate  rela* 
tive  to  the  library,  which  was  read  the  first  and  second  time,  and 
laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Howe,  the  House  adjourned. 


Saturday^  February  11. 

The  House  met  pursuant  ta  adjournment 

The  roll  being  called,  the  following  members  were  absent: 
Messrs.  Alden,  Brown,  Burbank,  Calkin,  Convis,  Eldred,  Farring- 
ton,  Haskins,  Lothrop,  Monfore,  McKeen,  Phillips,  Ralph,  Job 
Smith,  Wisner,  Yerkes. 

Mr.  Colbath  asked  and  obtamed  leave  of  absence  lor  Mr.  Job 
Smith. 

The  following  petitions  and  remonstrances  were  presented  and 
severally  referred : 

By  Mr.  McGaffey,  of  St  Joseph, 

A  remonstrance  of  sundry  citizens  of  the  town  of  Bucks,  in 
said  county,  against  the  division  of  said  town.  Referred  to  t)M^ 
ccHnmittee  on  the  organization  of  towns  and  counties. 

By  Mr.  Almy,  of  Kent, 

A  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  Ottawa  county,  prayii^  to 
be  organized  for  judicial  purposes.    Referred  as  above. 

Also,  a  remonstrance  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  Ottawa  county, 
against  being  attached  to  the  town  of  Byron,  Kent  county.  Re- 
ferred as  above. 

By  Mr.  Howe,  of  Washtenaw, 

A  petition  of  John  Lowry  and  others,  for  a  railroad  from  Man- 
chester to  Ypsilanti  in  said  county.  Referred  to  the  committee 
on  internal  improvement 

By  Mr.  Kellogg,  of  Washtenaw, 

A  similar  petition,  praying  for  the  same  object  Referred  as 
above. 
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By  Mr.  Ely,  of  Allegan, 

Of  Asher  B.  Bates  and  others,  for  the  survey  of  a  canal  route 
from  the  head  waters  of  the  Huron  to  the  head  waters  of  the 
Kalamazoo  river.    Referred  as  above. 

By  Mr.  Martin,  of  Wayne, 

Of  sundry  inhabitants  of  said  county,  for  a  canal  from  the 
Clinton  river,  in  Macomb  county,  to  the  city  of  Detroit  Re- 
ferred as  above. 

By  Mr.  Shattuck,  of  Washtenaw, 

Of  sundry  inhabitants  of  Ypsilanti,  for  a  railroad  from  Ypsi- 
lanti  to  Manchester.    Referred  as  above. 

By  Mr.  Alden,  of  Branch, 

Of  Lemuel  Bingham  and  heirs,  for  a  title  to  a  portion  of  the 
university  land.  Referred  to  the  committee  on  university  and 
school  lands. 

The  following  message  fix)m  the  Executive  was  received 
through  his  private  secretary,  Mr.  Jackson: 

To  the  Homse  of  MqfreiaUativea : 

I  have  this  day  approved  and  filed  in  the  office  of  the  Secretery 
of  State,  ^  An  act  to  amend  the  several  acts  coDceraing  the  su- 
preme court,  circuit  courts  and  court  of  chancery  of  the  state  of 
Michigan.  STEVENS  T.  MASON. 

Felnwuy  11, 1687. 
.   Mr.  Monfore,  from  the  select  committee  to  which  was  eom- 
mitted  ^  A  bill  to  incorp<»rate  the  Michigan  insurance  and  loan 
company,"  made  the  following  report,  which,  with  said  bill,  was 
laid  upon  the  table : 

REPORT : 

That  they  have  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and  are  of 
opinion  that  such  an  institution,  with  proper  restrictions,  may  be 
highly  beneficial  Your  committee  axe  aware  that  there  are  no 
insurance  companies  created  by  our  legislature,  transacting  busi- 
ness to  any  amount  in  this  stale,  but  that  companies  chartered  by 
other  states  have  established  agencite  here,  and  are  anraially 
drawing  from  our  citizens,  for  premiums  of  iosuranoe,  from  sixty 
to  one  hundred  thousand  doiiam  This  state  of  things  suggests 
to  your  committee  the  policy  of  increasing  the  number  of  our 
own  insurance  companies,  in  order  to  retain  within  our  stata  the 
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large  amount  of  money  thus  sent  abroad,  b  the  bill  before  us, 
there  are  two  branches  of  insurance  contemplated,  which  we 
deem  worthy  the  ^consideration  of  the  legislature.  We  refer 
to  the  marine  and  life  insurance.  The  advantage  to  be  de^ 
rived  from  the  former,  to  a  state  like  ours,  surrounded  by 
nav^ble  waters,  ^viil  be  readily  admitted.  The  latter  is  a 
branch  lessr  understood,  and  is  beginning  to  attract  attention  in 
the  commercial  cities  in  the  United  States.  Such  institutions 
multiply  as  their  utility  and  advantages  are  becoming  known. 
Another  privilege  contemplated  by  this  bill  is  to  receive  moneys  in 
trust,  allowing  interest  for  the  same,  and  to  become  guardian  of  the 
estate  of  infants,  under  the  direction  of  the  Chancellor.  Should 
this  be  the  means  of  saving  to  infants  what  is  yearly  lost  through 
the  unfaithfulness  or  negligence  of  guardians  and  trustees,  the 
public  will  derive  much  benefit  from  its  operations.  The  bill 
places  the  proposed  instftution  under  the  supervision  of  the  Chan- 
cellor, who  is  required  to  investigate  the  afikirs  of  the  company; 
to  report  annually  to  the  legislature  his  opinion  of  the  ability  and 
integrity  with  which  it  is  conducted ;  and  to  suggest  such  modi- 
fications and  amendments  as  he  may  deem  &e  pubKc  good  re- 
quires. 

Your  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  general  provisions  of 
the  bill  are  worthy  the  consideration  of  the  House,  and  therefore 
report  the  same  without  amendment 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

J.  MONFORE,  Chairman^ 

Mr.  Kingsdey,  from  the  committee  on  the  judiciary,,  reported 
**  A  bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled  '  An  act  to  provide  for  defray- 
ing the  public  and  necessary  expenses  in  the  respective  counties 
of  this  territory/"  approved  March  6th,  1826,  which  was  read 
the  first  and  second  time  and  laid  upoa  the  table. 

Mr.  Alden,  of  Branch»  from  the  committee  on  education,  re- 
ported *^  A  bill  for  the  oi^ganization  of  the  primary  schools,'^  which 
was  read  the  first  and  second  time  and  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Gilbert  gave  notice  that  on  some  future  day  he  should 
ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  incorporate  the  ^  Michigan  militute' 
association.* 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ely* 
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Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  judiciary  be,  and  tliey 
are  hereby,  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  repeal- 
ing the  third  section  of  the  act  entitled  **  An  act  regulating  mar- 
riages," approved  April  12, 1827,  and  that  they  report  by  bill  or 
otherwise. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ward, 

Resolved  by  the  House  of  RepresentcUives,  That  the  commit- 
tee on  the  judiciary  be  instructed  to  report  a  law  authorizing  the 
appointment  of  weigher,  measurer  and  gauger  in  each  county  of 
the  state. 

Mr.  Wing,  from  previous  notice  given  by  his  colleague,  Mr. 
Felch,  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill,  "  An  act  to  le- 
galize the  proceedings,  and  to  incorporate  the  Dundee  hydraufic 
company,**  which  was  read  the  first  and  second  time  and  laid 
upon  the  table. 

The  engrossed  bil^A  bill  for  the  regulation  of  internal  im- 
provement, and  for  the  appointment  of  a  board  of  commission- 
ers," was  taken  up  and  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  McGaffey  moved  to  recommit  said  bill  to  tlie  committee 
on  internal  improvements,  with  certain  instructions,  which,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Ward,  was  decided  by  yeas  and  nays  in  the  ne- 
gative, as  follows : 


YEAS. 

Mr.  Foote, 
Mr.  Howe, 
Mr.  McGaffey, 

NAYS. 

Mr.  Ferrington, 
M  •.  Felch, 
Mr.  Herrinsrton, 
Mr.  Kellogg, 
Mr.  King, 
Mr.  Lee, 
Mr.  Martin, 


Mr.  Bingham, 

Mr.  Colbath, 

Mr.  Ely,  Mr.  McGaffey,  Mr.  Wisner.  9 

Mr.  Alden, 

Mr.  Alray, 

Mr.  Butler, 

Mr.  Ballard, 

Mr.  Burke, 

Mr.  Cressey, 

Mr.  Cornell, 

Mr.  Eldred,  22 

The  question  being  upon  filling  the  blank  in  the  fourth  line  of 

the  twelfth  section,  Mr.  Ely  moved  to  fill  said  blank  with  <*  forty 

thousand,"  which  was  agreed  to. 


Mr.  McKeen, 
Mr.  Shattuck, 
Mr.  Wisner, 

Mr.  Monfore, 
Mr.  Purdy, 
Mr.  Jos.  Smith, 
Mr.  Shcllhouse, 
Mr.  Thayer, 
Mr.  Wing, 
Mr.  Ward, 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  Alden,  the  blank  in  the  last  line  of  the  fif- 
teenth section,  was  filled  with  "three  dollars.** 

The  question  being  upon  the  final  passage  of  said  bill,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Ward,  the  question  was  decided  by  yeas  and  nays 
in  the  affirmative,  as  follows  : 

YEAS. 

Mr.  Felch, 

Mr.  Finch, 

Mr.  Foote, 

Mr.  Gilbert, 

Mr.  Herrington, 

Mr.  Howe, 

Mr.  Heath, 

Mr.  Kellogg, 

Mr.  King, 

Mr.  Lee, 

Mr.  Levake,  82 

Mr.  Ely  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the  vote  taken  yesterday, 
on  the  ••  bill  regulating  the  interest  of  money,"  which  was,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Howe,  decided  by  yeas  and  nays  in  the  affirma- 
tive, as  follows : 


Mr.  Alden, 

Mr.  Almy, 
Mr.  Bingham, 
Mr.  Butler, 
Mr.  Ballard, 
Mr.  Cressey, 
Mr.  Cornell, 
Mr.  Colbath, 
Mr.  Eldred, 
Mr.  Ely, 
Mr.  Ferrington, 


Mr.  Monfore, 
Mr.  McGaflfey, 
Mr.  McKeen, 
Mr.  Purdy, 
Mr.  Shattuck, 
Mr.  Jos.  Smith, 
Mr.  Shellhouse, 
Mr.  Thayer, 
Mr.  Wing, 
Mr.  Wari 


YEAS. 

Mr.  Felch, 
Mr.  Finch, 
Mr.  Gilbert, 
Mr.  Herrington, 
Mr.  King, 
Mr.  Lee, 
Mr.  Levake, 

NAYS. 

Mr.  Howe, 

Mr.  Heath, 
Mr.  Kellogg, 
Mr.  Martin, 


Mr.  McKeen, 
Mr.  Jos.  Smith, 
Mr.  Shellhouse, 
Mr.  Thayer, 
Mr.  Wing, 
Mr.  Ward, 


Mr.  Almy, 

Mr.  Butler, 

Mr.  Ballard, 

Mr.  Cornell, 

Mr.  Colbath, 

Mr.  Eldred, 

Mr.  Ely,  Mr.  Levake,  20 

Mr.  Alden, 

Mr.  Bingham, 

Mr.  Cressey, 

Mr.  Ferrington, 

Mr.  Foote,  13 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ely,  said  bill  was  laid  upon  the  table,  and 
made  the  special  order  of  the  day  for  Wednesday  next 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ward,  the  sixteenth  rule  was  suspended^  and 
he  offered  the  following  : 

Resolved  by  the  Seruzte  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
State  of  Michigan^  That  the  Treasurer  and  Auditor  General  be. 


Mr.  Monfore, 
Mr.  McGaflTey, 
Mr.  Purdy, 
Mr.  Shattuck, 
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and  they  are  hereby,  instructed  to  make  out  an  abstract  of  the 
amount  of  money  advanced  by  the  state  of  Michigan,  for  the 
purpose  of  defraying  the  expenses  incurred  by  the  territory  of 
Michigan,  in  maintaining  the  supremacy  of  the  law,  and  that  the 
said  account  be  transmitted  to  our  senators  and  representative 
in  Congress,  with  instructions  to  demand  the  payment  of  the 
same  of  the  general  government 

The  above  resolution  having  been  read  the  first  and  second 
time,  on  motion,  the  twenty-second  rule  was  suspended,  and  said 
resolution  was  i^ad  the  third  time  and  pas^d. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Finch,  the  joint  resolution  from  the  Senate 
relative  to  the  library,  was  taken  up,  read  the  third  time  and 
concurred  in. 

Mr.  Wisner  moved  to  take  up  the  bill  on  the  table,  relative  to 
the  seat  of  justice  of  Branch  county  ;  which  motion  was  nega- 
tived. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lee,  the  report  of  the  committee  on  claims, 
to  which  was  recommitted  *'  A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  A. 
Bartlett  and  others,"  laid  on  the  table  on  the  third  instant,  was 
taken  up.  The  question  being  upon  accepting  the  report,  it  was 
agreed  to. 

Said  bill  was,  on  motion^  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time  to-day. 

The  engrossed  bill,  **  A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  A.  Bart- 
lett and  others,"  was  taken  up,  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jos.  Smith,  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  "  A  bill 
to  organize  the  counties  of  Ionia  and  Van  Buren,"  was  taken  up, 
read  the  first  and  second  time  and  committed  to  the  conunittee 
on  the  oi^nizadon  of  towns  and  counties. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the  Senate  through 
their  secretary : 

Mr.  Speaker — In  pursuance  of  the  rules  of  the  Senate,  I  here- 
with transmit  a  bill  and  resolution,  which  have  passed  the  Sen- 
ate, entitled  **  A  bill  to  furnish  each  organized  county  with  a  com- 
plete set  of  weights  and  measures,"  and  **  A  resolution  relative  to 
a  light-house  at  the  mouth  of  the  Detroit  river,"  in  which  bill  and 
resolution  the  concurrence  of  the  House  of  Representatives  is 
respectfully  requested. 
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On  m6tion  of  Mr.  Thayer,  the  House  acyoumed  until  10  o'clock 
A.  M.  on  Monday  next. 


Monday,  February  13* 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

The  roll  being  called,  the  following  members  were  absent: 
Messrs.  Burbank,  Butler,  Calkin,  Convis,  Gilbert,  Howe,  Haskins, 
Lothrop,  Martin,  Phillips,  Job  Smith,  Ward  and  Yerkes. 

The  Chair  presented  the  following  statement  and  communica« 
tion  from  the  cashier  of  the  bank  of  Washtenaw: 

,  {See  Document  No.  13.) 

The  c'ommunication  having  been  read,  it  was,  with  the  state- 
ment acconfpanying  the  same,  referred  to  the  committee  on  banks 
and  incorporations. 

The  following  petitions  were  presented  and  severally  referred: 

By  Mr.  Bingham,  of  Livingston, 

Of  William  Noble  and  others,  for  the  division  of  a  certain  town 
in  said  county.  Referred  to  the  committee  on  the  organization 
of  towns  and  counties. 

By  Mr.  Monfore,  of  Macomb, 

Of  sundry  mechanics  of  St.  Clair  county,  for  an  act  of  incorpo- 
ration.    Referred  to  the  committee  on  banks  and  incorporations. 

Also,  of  Thomas  Palmer  and  others,  for  a  ferry  across  the  St 
Clair  river.    Referred  to  the  committee  on  roads  and  bridges. 

By  Mr.  Almy,  of  Kent, 

Of  sundry  inhabitants  of  Ionia,  Clinton  an!  Shiawassee  coun- 
tie^,  for  the  appointment  of  commissioners  to  lay  out  a  state  road 
from  Pontiac  to  Lyons.  Referred  to  the  committee  on  roads  and 
bridges. 

Also,  presented  the  proceedings  of  a  meeting  of  the  inhabitants 
of  said  Lyons  relative  to  said  state  road,  which  was  read  and  re- 
ferred as  above. 

Mr.  Wisner  announced  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Mosely,  a  represen- 
tative from  the  district  of  Saginaw,  Genesee  and  Shiawassee,  and 
moved  the  appointment  of  a  select  committee  of  three  to  examine 
his  credentials ;  which  motion  was  agreed  to. 
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The  Chaif  announoed  the  following  members  as  said  commit* 
lee:  Messrs.  Wisner,  Felch  and  Jos.  Smith. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ward,  the  resolution  heretofore  laid  on  the 
table  by  Mr.  Convis,  in  the  following  words,  was  taken  up  for 
consideration: 

Resolved^  If  the  Senate  concur,  the  legislature  a(!|joum  the  fourth 
day  of  March  next 

The  resolution  having  been  read,  Mr.  Ward  nfioved  to  amend 
tiie  same  by  striking  out  the  word  "fourth"  and  insert  "tenth.** 

Mr.  Purdy  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  by  inserting  "  twen* 
tieth;"  which  was  negatived. 

The  question  recurring  upon  the  motion  of  Mr.  Ward,  it  was 
decided  in  the  affirmative.  Said  resolution,  as  amended,  w&i 
adopted. 

Mr.  McGafTey  offered  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  hereafter  this  House  meet  at  nine  o'clock  in 
the  morning,  unless  otherwise  ordered. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ward,  the  question  upon  the  adoption  ofthe 
above  resolution  was  decided  by  yeas  and  nays  in  the  affirmative, 
as  follows: 


Mr.  Bingham* 
Mr.  Ballard, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Cressey, 
Mr.  Cortiell, 
Mr.  Colbath, 
Mr.  Eldred, 
Mr,  Ferrington, 
Mr.  Farrington, 

Mr.  Alden, 
Mr.  Almy, 
Mr.  Brown, 
Mr.  Ely, 
Mr.  Felch, 


YEAS. 

Mn  Finch, 
Mr.  Foote, 
Mr.  Herringtoti, 
Mr.  Kellogg, 
Mr.  Kingsley, 
Mr.  Lee, 
Mr.  Levake, 
Mr.  Monfore, 

NAYS. 

Mr.  Howe, 
Mr.  Heath^ 
Mr«  Kmg, 
Mr.  Mun^f, 


Mr.  McGafley) 
Mr.  Purdy, 
Mr.  Ral(Mi, 
Mr.  Shattuck, 
Mr.  Jos.  Smith, 
Mr.  ShellhouiBe, 
Mr.  Wing, 
Mr.  Ward, 


Mr.  McKeen, 
Mr  Thayer, 
Mir.  Wisner, 
Mr.  Speafeeiv 


25 


14 


Mr.  Martm, 

•  The  bill,  "A  bill  to  iaeorporat^  the  village  of  CoId^teT)  jalbe 
county  of  Branch,"  with  sundry  amendments  made  thereto  by  the 
Senate,  was  iskeh  up  add  tfad  amendmoits  concurred  in. 
The  biU  from  the  Sedalei  "^  A  bill  ta  authorial  NatfaaaM  Odril 


27 
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to  convey  certain  lands,"  was  taken  up,  read  the  first  and  second 
time  and  committed  to  the  committee  on  the  judiciary. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  *^  A  bill  to  amend  an  act  fixing  the 
rate  of  toll  for  grinding,**  approved  April  12th,  1827,  was  taken 
up,  read  twice,  and  committed  to  the  committee  on  the  judiciary. 

The  jomt  resolution  from  the  Senate  relative  to  a  light-house  at 
or  near  the  mouth  of  the  Detroit  river,  was  taken  up  and  concur^ 
red  in. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  ^A  bil^to  furnish  each  oiganized 
county  with  a  complete  set  of  weights  and  measures,"  was  taken 
up,  read  the  first  and  second  time  and  committed  to  the  committee 
of  ways  and  means. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ely,  the  House  resolved  itself  into  a  commit- 
tee of  the  whole,  Mr.  Cressey  in  the  chair,  on  **  A  bill  authorizing 
the  building  of  certain  dams  therein  named,"  and  after  spending 
some  time  therein,  the  committee  rose  and  through  their  chair- 
man reported  the  same  to  the  House,  with  sundry  amendments^ 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Alden,  said  bill  and  amendments  were  laid  on 
the  table. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the  Executive 
through  his  private  secietary,  Mr.  Jackson : 

To  the  Sencite  and  House  of  Representatives  : 

I  have  this  day  deposited  in  the  Michigan  state  b&nk,  to  the 
credit  of  the  state,  one  hundred  and  three  thousand  dollars,  recei^ 
ved  on  a  warrant  drawn  in  my  favor  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States* 

STEVENS  T.  MASON. 

Fdnnary  13,  1887. 

The  ^  bill  to  provide  for  taking  the  census,"  with  the  amend- 
ments reported  by  the  committee  on  the  judiciary,  as  a  substitute 
for  said  bill,  heretofore  laid  on  the  table,  was,  on  motron  of  Mr. 
Kingsley,  taken  up  for  consideration  and  the  amendments  concur- 
red in.  Said  bill  was,  on  motion,  ordered  to  be  en^^rossed  and 
read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  following  message  bom  the  Senate  was  received  tfarougb 
their  secretary ; 

Mr.  SfBAKES — ^In  pursuance  of  the  rules  of  the  Senate,  I  here^ 
^ivitb  traaamit  to  the  House  of  Raj^resen^tmit  *'A  joimrosolu- 
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tion  instructing  our  senators  and  represehtative  in  Congress,  rela- 
tive to  certain  matters  tlierein  named,**  with  an  amendment,  in 
which  the  concurrence  of  the  House  of  Representatives  is  res- 
pectfully requested.  I  also  herewith  return  without  amendment, 
the  bill  entitled  '^  A  bill  to  provide  for  a  geological  survey  of  the 
state.** 

The  bill  amendatory  to  an  act  entitled  **  An  act  to  provide  for 
the  assessment  and  collection  of  township  and  county  taxes,**  with 
the  amendments,  reported  by  the  committee  on  the  judiciary,  as  a 
substitute  for  said  bill,  laid  on  the  table  on  the  3d  instant,  was,  on 
motioQ  of  Mr.  Kingsley,  taken  up  for  consideration. 

The  question  being  upon  concurring  in  the  amendments  made 
by  the  tjommittee  on  the  judiciary,  Mr.  Felch  moved  further  to 
amend  by  striking  out  all  after  the  enacting  clause  oi  said  bill,  and 
insert  tlie  following : 

Sec.  1.  That  in  all  assessments  for  taxation  of  land  actually 
used  and  occupied  for  fanning  purposes,  all  improvements  of  less 
value  ti.an  five  hundred  dollars,  and  buildings  erected  thereon  un- 
der the  value  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  shall  be  exempt 
from  th'?  assessment  list  and  from  taxation.** 

Sec.  2.  No  lands  shall  be  assessed  at  a  less  sum  than  three  dol- 
lars pe*"  acre ;  which  motion  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ward,  the  following  section  was  added,  to 
stand  as  the  third  section. 

Sec.  3.  In  assessing  personal  property,  the  assessor  shall  as- 
certain the  amount  of  personal  property  in  possession  of  the  indi- 
vidual, including  the  debts  due  him,  deducting  from  the  whole 
amount  the  debts  owing  by  him. 

Mr.  Bingham  moved  to  strike  out  all  of  said  bill  after  the  enact- 
ing clause,  and  on  his  motion  the  question  was  decided  by  yeas 
and  nays  in  the  negative,  as  follows : 

YEAS. 

Mr.  Bmgham,  Mr.  Thayer,  Mr.  Wisner, 

Mr.  Finch,  4 

NAYS- 

Mr.  Alden,  Mr.  Felch,  Mr.  McGaffey, 

Mr.  Almy,  Mr.  Foote,  Mr.  M jKeen, 

Mr.  Brown^  Mr.  Herrii^gtoOf  Mr.  PurJy, 

Mr.  Ballardf  Mr.  Howe,  Mr.  Ralph, 


,312  JOURNAL  OF  THE  [Feb.  18L 

Mr.  Burke,  Mr.  KeDogg,  Mr.  Shattuck, 

Mr.  Cressey,  Mr.  Kirigsley,  Mr.  Jos.  Smith, 

Mr.  Cornell,  Mr.  Lee,  Mr.  Shellhouse, 

Mr.  Colbatb,  Mr.  Munger,  Mr.  Wing, 

Mr.  Eldred,  Mr.  Martin,  Mr.  WaiS, 

Mr.  Ferrington,  Mr.  Monfbre,  Mr.  Speaker,  30 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cressey,  said  bill  was  then  ordered  ta  be  en- 
grossed and  read  a  third  time  on  Wednesday  next 

Mr.  Ballard  asked  and  obtained  leave  of  absence  for  Mr.  But- 
,ler,  until  Thursday  next. 

On  motion,  the  House  adjourned. 

AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Mr.  Wisner,  from  the  select  committee  appointed  this  morn- 
ing, to  examine  the  credentials  of  William  F.  Mosely,  who  claims 
a  seat  in  this  House,  as  the  representative  from  the  district  com^ 
posed  of  the  counties  of  Saginaw,  Genesee  and  Shiawassee,  re- 
ported that  they  have  examined  the  said  credentials,  and  that  the 
said  Mosely  is  entitled  to  a  seat  in  this  House  as  a  representa- 
tive from  said  district,  which  report  was  accepted. 

Mr.  Mosely  having  been  duly  qualified,  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  Felch,  from  the  committee  on  enrolment,  on  leave  granted, 
reported  as  correctly  enrolled  **  A  bill  appointing  commissioners 
to  lay  out  and  establish  a  state  road  from  Dexter,  in  the  county  of 
Washtenaw,  to  Lyons  at  the  niouth  of  the  Maple,  in  the  county 
of  Ionia.'* 

The  engrossed  bill, "  A  bill  to  extend  Fort  street,  in  the  city  of 
i)etroit,  until  it  intersects  the  road  leading  from  the  Detroit  river 
to  Dearbornville,''  was  taken  up,  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McGaffey,  the  House  resolved  itself  into  a 
committee  of  the  whole,  Mr.  Shattuck  int  he  chair,  on  the  bill,  **  A 
bill  to  provide  for  the  election  of  state  officers,"  and  after  spend- 
ing some  time  therein,  the  committee  rose  and  through  their 
^chairman  reported  the  same  to  the  House  with  sundry  amend- 
ments, which  were  concurred  in;  said  bill  and  amendments 
were,  on  motion,  laid  upon  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fmch,  the  House  resolved  itself  into  a  com- 
mittee of  tl^  whole,  Mr.  Wipg  in.tbe.ohi^r,  upon  the  l^ill,  ''A  bill  to 
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provide  for  recording  patents  for  land  and  for  other  purposes,"  and 
after  spending  some  time  therein,  the  committee  rose  and  through 
their  chairman  reported  the  same  to  the  House  with  an  amend- 
ment, which  was  concurred  in  ;  on  motion,  said  bill  was  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wisner,  the  House  resumed  in  committee  of 
the  whole,  Mr.  Wing  in  the  chair,  the  consideration  of  **  A  bill  to 
incorporate  the  Pontiac  and  Huron  canal  company,"  and  after 
spending  some  time  therein,  the  committee  rose  and  reported  the 
same  to  the  House  with  sundry  amendments,  which  were  con- 
curred in.     On  motion,  said  bill  was  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McGaffey,  the  House  resolved  itself  into  a 
committee  of  the  whole,  Mr.  Almy  in  the  chair,  upon  "  A  bill  to 
authorize  the  draining  of  certain  lands,"  and  after  spending  some 
time  therein,  the  committee  rose  and  reported  the  same  to  the 
House.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Bingham,  said  bill  was  referred  to  the 
committee  on  the  judiciary. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Alden,  the  "  bill  authorizing  the  building  of 
certain  dams  therein  named,"  was  taken  up  and  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a  third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Almy,  the  House  resolved  itself  into  a  com- 
mittee of  the  whole,  Mr.  Alden  in  the  chair,  upon  **  A  bill  to 
amend  an  act  entitled  *An  act  to  extend  Jefferson  avenue  to  the  in- 
tersection of  the  present  Grosse  point  road  on  Lake  St.  Clair,"» 
and  after  spending  some  time  therein,  the  committee  rose  and  re- 
ported the  same  to  the  House  with  sundry  amendments,  which 
were  concurred  in.  Said  bill  was,  on  motion,  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a  third  reading. 

On  motion,  the  House  adjourned  until  10  o'clock  to-morrow 
morning. 


Tuesday f  February  14. 

The  roll  being  called,  the  following  members  were  absent : 
Messrs.  Ely,  King,  McKeen,  and  Job  J^mith, 

The  following  petitions  and  remonstrances  were  presented  and 
severally  referred: 
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By  Mr.  Finch,  of  Lenawee, 

A  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  Calhoun  county,  for  the  lay-* 
ing  out  a  state  road  from  Tekonsha  to  Adrian.  Referred  to  the 
committee  on  roads  and  bridges. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  Calhoun  county,  pray-, 
ing  for  a  charter  for  a  railroad  from  the  village  of  Battle  Creek 
to  Adrian.    Referred  to  the  committee  on  internal  improvement. 
By  Mr.  Bingham,  of  Livingston, 

A  remonstrance  from  certain  inhabitants  of  said  county,  against 
the  division  of  a  certain  town.  Referred  to  the  committee  on 
towns  and  counties. 

By  Mr.  Burbank,  of  Oakland, 

Of  sundry  citizens  of  the  counties  of  Clinton,  Eaton  and  Ingt 
ham,  praying  to  be  associated  for  county  purposes.  Referred  to 
the  committee  on  the  organization  of  towns  and  counties. 

Mr.  Wing,  from  the  committee  on  the  militia,  reported  a  bill? 
**  An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  *  An  act  to  organize  the  mill- 
tip,'  approved  April  23,  1833"  ;  which  was  read  the  first  and  sec- 
ond time  and  laid  on  the  table, 

Mr.  Kingsley,  from  the  committee  on  the  judiciary,  to  which 
was  committed  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  "  A  bill  to  amend  an  act 
entitled  *  An  act  fixing  the  rate  of  toll  for  grinding,'"  reported  the 
same  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Levake,  from  the  committee  on  so  much  of  the  Grovemor's 
message  as  relates  1o  the  ship  cinal  around  the  Falls  of  St.  Marie^ 
made  the  following  report,  accompanied  with  "A  bill  authorizing 
the  construction  of  a  ship  canal  around  the  Falls  of  St.  Marie." 

REPORT: 
The  committee,  after  having  given  to  this  subject,  in  some  mea- 
sure, the  consideration  due  to  its  importance,  have  unanimously 
come  to  the  conclusion,  that  the  contemplated  or  proposed  im- 
provement at  the  Falls  of  St.  Marie  is,  and  ought  to  be,  the  object 
of  state  attention ;  and  would  therefore  recommend  the  same  to> 
the  immediate  attention  of  the  legislature. 

The  great  commercial  and  public  benefit  proposed  to  be  sought 
by  the  construction  of  this  work,  would  at  the  first  glance,  seem  to 
indicate  the  same  to  be  of  a  national  character,  and  as  such,  would 
iq  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  sooner  or  later,  reconunend  it^^ 
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self  to  the  favorable  notice  of  the  general  government  But  this 
committee  being  deeply  impressed  with  the  importance  of  the  state 
occupying,  and  securing  to  herself,  the  benefit  and  the  honor  of 
having  constructed  tliis  work  now  under  consideration,  feel  in  du- 
ty bound  to  recommend  it  to  this  honorable  body,  as  a  part  and 
parcel  of  that  system  of  internal  improvement,  which  they  trust 
will  soon  be  commenced,  and  prosecuted  with  zeal  and  energy. 

Experience  teaches  us  that  the  enterprize  of  man  is  constantly 
and  steadily  directing  itself  to  the  full  occupation  of  every  thea- 
tre on  which  skill,  industry  and  enterprize  can  be  employed ;  and 
this  point  is  one  where  some  scope  can  be  given  to  the  spirit  of 
improvement,  with  the  greatest  prospect  of  success,  both  as  to  the 
benefit  conferred  on  the  commercial  part  of  community,  and  the 
revenue  which  may  accrue  to  the  slate. 

It  is  now  admitted  that  the  country  bordering  on  the  vast  inland 
sea,  above  the  Falls  of  St  Marie,  abounds  in  mineral  wealth.  Oth^ 
er  important  disposable  productions,  and  sources  of  wealth,  will  in 
all  probability  be  developed  as  soon  as  Lake  Superior  shall  be  ac- 
cessible to  the  navigation  which  will  seek  this  region  for  employ- 
ment and  profit  The  only  barrier  to  this  exists  at  the  Falls  of 
St  Marie,  and  the  state  is  now  called  upon  to  secure  to  herself 
the  honor  and  the  profit  of  having  removed  this  obstruction. 

The  committee  do  not  deem  it  necessary  at  this  time  to  go  into 
detail,  and  enumerate  every  advantage  which  is  to  accrue  to  the 
state  and  public  from  the  construction  of  the  proposed  work* 
There  are,  however,  some  striking  features  in  the  project,  and  they 
would  barely  allude  to  them,  for  the  purpose  of  showing  the  con- 
siderations which  have  influenced  them  in  their  report. 

Those  who  are  familiar  with  the  use  of  water  power,  and  know 
jts  value,  under  certain  circumstances  and  in  certain  situations, 
will  at  once  perceive  the  source  from  which  the  state  may  derive  a  • 
revenue.  The  creation  of  a  vast  water  power,  will  be  the  natural 
consequence  of  constructing  a  ship  canal  around  the  Falls  of  St 
Marie  ;  and  the  committee  will  here  hazard  the  opinion,  that  if  the 
work  should  be  prosecuted  and  constructed  on  a  scale  due  to  its 
importance,  the  value  of  the  power  thus  ci^ated,  will  more  than 
pay  the  cost  of  construction. 

Again,  if  the  State  should  remove  this  obstacle  in  the  way  of 
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commercial  enterprize,  it  is  coHcluded  that  the  business  growing 
out  of  all  the  natural  resources  of  the  upper  country,  will  open  a 
new  field  for  the  industry  and  enterprize  of  our  citizens.  The 
great  use  which  will  be  msrdc  of  the  proposed  improvement,  for 
the  purpose  of  passing  vessels  into  Lake  Superior,  will,  even 
though  a  moderate  rate  of  toll  be  assessed,  abundantly  pay  all  ex- 
penses of  superintendence  and  leave  a  balance  for  the  fund  of  in* 
ternal  improvement. 

Your  committee  would  respectfully  recommend  that  Congress 
be  petitioned  to  grant  to  this  state  the  land  which  may  be  contigu- 
ous to,  and  embracing  th©  probable  route  of  said  canal,  or  as  much 
land  as  tiiey  shall  deem  sufficient  for  the  purpose  of  defraying  ex- 
penses of  construction. 

Further,  that  his  excellency  the  Governor  be  authorized  to  ap» 
point  a  competent  and  practical  engineer,  who  shall  as  soon  as 
may  be  deemed  expedient,  proceed  to  the  Falls  of  St  Marie,  and 
make  such  surveys  and  examinations  as  he  shall  deem  necessary 
for  the  purpose  of  constructing  said  ship  canal ;  and  who  shall  re- 
port thereon  to  the  next  legislature,  accompanied  with  maps, 
plans  and  profiles,  and  an  estimate  of  the  expense  of  constructing 
said  canal. 

The  report  having  been  read,  was  laid  on  the  table;  said  bill 
was  read  the  first  and  second  time  and  laid  on  the  table. 

The  engrossed  bill,  "  A  bill  to  provide  for  recording  patents  for 
land  and  for  other  purposes,"  was  taken  up,  read  the  third  lime 
and  passed. 

.  The  engrossed  bill,  "  A  bill  to  organize  and  regulate  banking  as- 
sociations," was  taken  up  and  read  the  third  time  ;  the  question 
being  upon  its  final  passage,  Mr.  Ijevake  moved  to  recommit  said 
bill  to  the  committee  on  banks  and  incorporations,  with  instruc- 
tions to  report  the  same  to  the  House  with  the  following,  to  stand 
as  a  proviso  to  the  tenth  section,  **  Provided,  That  so  much  of 
the  tenth  section  as  requires  that  one-third  of  the  capital  stock 
shall  be  owned  in  the  county  where  such  association  shall  transact 
business,  shall  not  apply  to  the  county  of  Chippewa,"  which  mo- 
ti(»n  was  negatived.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Levake,  the  unanimous 
consent  of  the  H3use  being  obtained,  snid  bill  was  amended  by 
inserting  the  above  as  the  proviso  to  the  tenth  section. 


F^.  14.]    HOUSE  OP  REPREsENTATlVfiS.  iVi 

Mr.  Mosely  moved  to  sudpend  the  further  coasideration  of  the 
bill  until  to-morrow,  which  was  negatived.  The  questioh  npma 
the  final  passage  of  «aid  bill  wa^  then  decided  hy  yeas  and  nayt 
in  the  afiirHiativey  as  follows : 


Mr.  Alden, 
Mr.  Brown, 
Mr.  Bingham, 
Mr.  Buroankj 
Mr.  Ballard, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Cressey, 
Mr.  Calkin, 
Mr.  Cornell, 
Mr.  Colbath, 
Mr.  Eldi^d, 
Mr.  Elv, 
Mr.  Ferrington, 

Mr.  Almy, 
Mr.  Felch, 


YEA& 

Mr.  Farriagton, 
Mr.  Finch, 
Mr.  Foote, 
Mr.  Gilbert, 
Mr.  Herrington^ 
Mr.  Howe, 
Mr.  Haskins, 
Mr.  Heath, 
Mr.  Kelloeg, 
Mr.  Kittgsley, 
Mr.  Lfee, 
Mr.  Lothrop^ 
Mr.  Levake, 

NAY& 

Mr.  Monfore, 


Mr.  Martin, 
Mn  McGafTey^ 
Mt.  McKeen, 
Mr.  Phillips, 
Mr.  Ralph, 
Mxv  Shattuck, 
Mr.  Jos.  Smithy 
Mr.  Shellhouse> 
Mr.  Thayer, 
Mr.  Wir^, 
Mr.  Wisnerj 
Mr.  Ward, 
Mr.  Yerkes^ 

Mr.  Purdyj 


3d 


The  engrossed  bill,  "  A  bill  to  extend  Fort  street  m  the  city  of 
Detroit  until  it  intersects  the  road  leading  from  the  Detroit  rivef 
to  Dearbornville,"  was  taken  up,  read  the  third  time  and  padsed» 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McGaffey, 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  Mr. 
McKeen  in  the  chair,  upon  the  bill  "  A  bill  to  incorporate  the  vil- 
lage of  Coldwater,"  and  after  spending  some  time  therein,  the  com* 
riiittee  rose  and  through  their  chairman  reported  the  same  to  the 
House  with  Sundry  amendments,  which  were  concurred  in.  On 
motion  of  Mr.  Finch,  said  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 

On'  motion  of  Mr.  Burbank, 

The  bills,  "  A  bill  to  incorporate  the  Bloomfield  road  company,** 
and  "  A  bill  to  incorporate  the  Detroit  and  Pontiac  tUmpike  com* 
pany,"  were  committed  to  the  committee  on  internal  improvement 

On  motion,  the  House  adjourned. 


28 
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AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

The  joint  resolution  instructing  our  senators  and  representa- 
tive in  Congress  relative  to  the  expenses  incurred  by  the  territory 
of  Michigan,  in  maintaining  the  supremacy  of  the  laws,  with  the 
amendments  made  thereto  by  the  Senate,  was  taken  up,  and  on 
motion,  the  amendments  were  concurred  in. 

The  joint  resolution  requiring  the  several  banks  in  this  state  to 
furnish  the  Governor  and  legislature  with  a  statement  concerning 
said  banks,  with  the  amendment  made  thereto  by  the  Senate,  was 
taken  up  and  the  amendment  concurred  in ;  said  resolution  a^ 
amended  was  then  passed. 

The  bill  from  the  Sehate,  heretofore  referred  to  the  committee 
on  the  judiciary,  and  reported  by  said  committee  without  amend* 
ment,  "  A  bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled  *  An  act  to  fix  the  rates  of 
toll  for  grinding,'  approved  April  12th,  1827,"  was  taken  up,  read 
the  third  time  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lothrop, 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  Mr* 
Ward  in  the  chair,  upon  "A  bill  to  incorporate  the  Michigan  mu- 
tual fire  insurance  company,"  and  after  spending  some  time  there- 
iiu  the  committee  rose,  and  through  their  chairman  reported  the 
same  to  the  House  with  sundry  amendments,  which  were  concur- 
red  in. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lothrop,  said  bill  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  engrossed  bill,  ^A  bill  authorizing  the  building  certain  dams 
therein  named,"  was  taken  up,  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Kingsley,  ^ 

The  House  resumed,  in  committee  of  the  whole,  Mr.  Ward  in 
the  chair,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  "  A  bill  to  authorize  the,  peo- 
ple of  this  state  to  extinguish,  by  purchase,  the  charter  of  the  De- 
troit and  St  Joseph  railroad  company,  and  for  other  purposes  ;'^ 
and  after  spending  some  time  therein*  the  committee  rose,  and 
through  their  chairman  reported  progress,  and  asked  and  obtain* 
ed  leave  to  sit  again. 

Mr.  Bingham  asked  and  obtained  leave  of  absence  for  Mr* 
Kellogg. 

The  Speaker  being  absent  this  morning,  when  the  vote  was  ta- 
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ken  on  the  passage  of  the  bill  regulating  banking  associations,  ob^ 
tained  leave  to  record  bis  vote  in  the  negative. 

On  motion,  the  House  adjourned  until  10  o'clock,  A.  M.  to- 
morrow. 


Wednesday^  February  15. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

The  roll  being  called,  the  following  members  were  absent, 
Messrs.  Ely,  Munger,  Kellogg  and  Levake. 

Mr.  Colbath  asked  and  obtained  leave  of  absence  for  Mr.  Mun- 
ger. 

The  following  petitions  were  presented  and  severally  referred : 

By  Mr.  Mosely  of  Saginaw, 

Of  Hiram  Benjamin  and  others,  of  Genesee  county,  for  the  or 
ganization  of  a  certain  town  in  said  county.    Referred  to  the 
committee  on  the  organization  of  towns  and  counties. 

By  Mr.  Finch,  of  Lenawee, 

Of  sundry  inhabitants  of  Michigan,  for  an  act  to  Incorporate  a 
college.    Referred  to  the  committee  on  education. 

By  Mr.  Ely,  of  Allegan, 

Of  Isaac  Otis  and  others,  for  a  state  road  from  Marshall  in  Cal- 
houn county,  to  Allegan  in  Allegan  county.  Referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  roads  and  bridges. 

By  Mr.  Howe,  of  Washtenaw, 

Of  J.  M.  Mead  and  others,  for  the  repeal  of  a  law  regulating 
die  practice  of  medicine.  Referred  to  the  committee  on  the  judi* 
ciary. 

Mr.  Alden,  from  the  committee  on  education,  reported  ^  A  bill 
to  provide  for  the  organization  and  government  of  the  university 
of  Michigan,"  which  was  read  the  first  and  second  time,  and  laid 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  Ely,  from  the  committee  on  internal  improvement,  to  whom 
had  been  referred  sundry  petitions  praying  for  a  charter  for  a 
railroad  from  Gibraltar  to  Clinton,  with  banking,  privileges,  asked 
that  the  committee  be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration 
of  that  part  of  the  petitions  relating  to  banking  privilege's,  and  that 
it  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  banks  and  incorporations. 
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On  motion,  said  committee  were  dischaiged  from  that  part  of 
the  petitions  relating-  to  banking'  privileges.  Referred  to  the  com-* 
mkteeon  banks  and  incorporations. 

Mr.  Kingsley,  from  the  commiUee  on  the  judiciary,  to  which 
was  committed  the  bill  to  legalize  the  proceedings  of,  and  to  in* 
corporate  the  Dundee  hydraulic  company,  reported  the  same  to 
the  House  without  amendment.    Said  bill  was  laid  upon  the  tablc« 

Mr.  Wisner  offered  the  following  resolution,  and  moved  its 
adoption: 

Resolved^  That  the  various  committees  to  whom  have  been  re- 
ferred petitions  and  applications  for  bank  charters,  be  instructed 
to  report  adverse  to  such  petitions  and  applications. 

Mr,  Ward  moved  the  above  resolution  lay  on  the  table,  which 
was  negatived. 

Mr.  Felch  moved  the  indefinite  postponement  of  the  resolution. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wisner,  the  question  was  decided  by  yeaa 

and  nays  in  the  affirmative,  as  follows : 

YEAS. 

Mr.  Finch, 
Mr.  Herrington, 
Mr.  Howe, 
Mr.  Kingsley, 
Mr.  Lee, 
Mi.  Martin, 
Mr.  McGafTey, 


Mr.  Alden, 
Mr.  Almy, 
Mr.  Brown, 
Mr.  Ballard, 
Mr.  Eldred, 
Mr.  Ely, 
Mr.  Felch, 
Mr.  Farrington, 


Mr.  Mosely, 
Mr.  Purdy, 
Mr.  Shaltuck, 
Mr.  Thayer, 
Mr.  Wing, 
Mr.  Ward^ 
Mr.  Speakwv 


2% 


Mr.  Binffham, 
Mr.  Buroank, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Cressey, 
Mr.  Cornell, 
Mr.  Colbath, 
Mr.  Ferrington, 


NAYS. 

Mr.  Foote, 
Mr.  Gilbert, 
Mr.  Haskins, 
Mr.  Heath, 
Mr.  King, 
Mr.  Lothrop, 


Mr.  McKeen, 
Mr.  Phillips, 
Mr.  Ralph, 
Mr.  Jos.  Smith, 
Mr.  Shellhouse, 
Mr.  Wisner, 
Mr.  Yerkes, 


Mr.  Monfore,  Mr.  Yerkes,  21 

The  following  message  from  the  Executive  was  received 
through  his  private  secretary,  Mr.  Jackson : 

7b  the  House  of  Repmenlatioes : 

I  have  this  day  approved  and  filed  in  the  office  of  the  Secreta* 

ry  of  State,  "A  joint  resolution  relative  to  the  state  librarv.* 

STEVENS  T.  MASON. 
Fdnruary  15*  1837. 
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The  engrossed  bill,  "A  bill  amendatory  to  an  act  entitled  'An 
act  to  provide  for  the  assessment  and  collection  of  township  and 
county  taxes,' "  was  taken  up  and  read  tlie  third  time. 

The  question  being  on  the  final  passage  of  said  bill,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Cornell,  said  bill  was  committed  to  a  select  committee  of 
three  members,  with  instructions  to  report  the  same  to  the  House 
with  the  following  amendment,  as  an  addition  to  the  third  section, 
"And  it  shall  be  competent,  and  the  assessors  are  hereby  autho- 
rized, to  administer  an  oath  to  any  person  touching  the  amount  of 
property  he  possesses,  the  debts  due  to  and  from  him,  and  require 
him  to  make  a  full  statement  of  the  same  whenever  they  shall  deem 
it  necessary.**  The  Chair  announced  the  following  as  said  com- 
mittee: Messrs.  Cornell,  Haskins  and  Ralph. 

The  special  order  of  the  day,  the  consideration  of  **  A  bill  to  re- 
gulate the  interest  of  money,"  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  Felch  moved  to  postpone  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  un- 
til Friday  next 

Mr.Lothrop  moved  to  amend  said  motion,by  postponingthe  same 

until  the  first  day  of  April,  which  motion  was,  on  motion  of  Mr. 

Bingham,  decided  by  yeas  and  nays  in  the  negative,  as  follows : 

YEAS. 

Mr,  Ferrington, 
Mr.  Howe, 
Mr.  Haskins, 
Mr.  Kingsley, 
Mr.  Lothrop, 


Mr.  Alden, 
Mr.  Almy, 
Mr.  Bingham, 
Mr.  Ballard, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Cressey, 


Mr.  Martin, 
Mr.  Purdy, 
Mr.  Phillips, 
Mr.  Shattuck, 
Mr.  Yerkes, 


Mr.  Brown, 

Mr.  Burbank, 
Mr.  Calkin, 
Mr.  Cornell, 
Mr.  Colbath, 
Mr.  Eldred, 
Mr.  Ely, 
Mr.  Felch, 
Mr.  Farrington, 


NAYS, 

Mr.  Finch, 
Mr.  Foote, 
Mr.  Gilbert, 
Mr.  Herrington, 
Mr.  King, 
Mr.  Lee, 
Mr.  Monfore, 
Mr.  McGaffey, 


16 


Mr.  Ralph, 
Mr.  Jos.  Smith, 
Mr.  Shellhouse, 
Mr.  Thayer, 
Mr.  Wing, 
Mr.  Wisner, 
Mr.  Ward, 
Mr.  Speaker, 


26 


Mr.  Mosely, 

The  question  recurring  upon  the  motion  of  Mr.  Felch,  to  post- 
pone until  Friday  next,  it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Wisner,  from  the  committee  on  printing,  to  which  was 
cooimitted  the  resolution  from  the  Senate,  **  A  resolution  directing 
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the  publication  of  the  haws,**  reported  the  same  to  tlie  House  with 
an  amendment,  as  a  substitute.  Said  bill  and  amendment  were 
laid  upon  the  table,  and  the  amendment  ordered  to  be  printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lothrop,  the  bill  yesterday  laid  upon  the  ta- 
ble, **  A  bill  to  incorporate  the  Michigan  mutual  fire  insurance 
company,"  was  taken  up  for  consideration.  Mr,  Lothrop  moved 
to  insert  the  following  to  stand  as  the  seventeenth  section,  which 
was  agreed  to. 

Sec.  17.  It  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  said  association  to  re- 
ceive all  the  books,  papers  and  policies  of  the  "  Kalamazoo  mutu- 
al fire  insurance  company,"  and  assume  all  risks  and  responsibili- 
ties which  have  been  assumed  by  said  company:  Provided,  The 
said  Kalamazoo  fire  insurance  company  shall  give  notice  to  this 
association  of  their  intention  to  surrender  up  their  books,  papers 
and  policies,  within  one  year  from  the  passage  of  this  act. 

Said  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Alden, 

The  bill,  "A  bill  to  vacate  the  seat  of  justice  of  Branch 
county,  and  to  establish  the  same  at  Coldwater,"  was  taken  up  for 
consideration.  The  question  being  upon  the  engrossment  and 
third  reading  of  the  bill,  Mr.  Alden  moved  a  substitute  for  said  bill. 

The  Speaker  moved  to  amend  said  motion,  by  referring  that 
bill  and  substitute,  and  all  papers  relating  to  the  subject,  to  the 
committee  on  the  judiciar)%  with  instructions  to  report  a  bill  re- 
ferring the  whole  matter  to  the  people  of  Branch  county,  which 
motion  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Felch, 

The  House  resumed,  in  committee  of  the  whole,  Mr.  Ward  in 
the  chair,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  authorize  the  people  of 
this  state  to  extinguish,  by  purchase,  the  charter  of  the  "  Detroit 
and  St  Joseph  railroad  company,  and  for  other  purposes  ;"  after 
spending  some  time  therein,  the  committee  rose,  and  through  their 
chairman  reported  progress,  and  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  sit 
again. 

The  following  message  from  the  Senate  was  received  through 
their  secretary. 

Mr.  Speaker — In  pursuance  of  the  rules  of  the  Senate,  I 
herewith  return  '*  A  resolution  relative  to  the  adjournment  of  the 
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legislature,  with  an  amendment  made  thereto  by  the  Senate,  in 
which  the  concurrence  of  the  House  of  Representatives  is  respect- 
fully requested. 
On  motion,  the  House  adjourned. 

AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment 

On  jfnotion  of  Mr.  Alden, 

The  bill,  "  A  bill  for  the  organization  of  primary  schools,"  was 
committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  and  made  the  spe- 
cial order  of  the  day  for  Friday  next 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Felch, 

The  House  resumed,  in  committe  of  the  whole,  Mr.  Ward  in 
the  chair,  the  consideration  of  the  **  bill  to  authorize  the  people  of 
th's  state  to  extinguish,  by  purchase,  the  charter  of  the  Detroit  and 
St  Joseph  railroad  company,  and  for  other  purposes,"  and  after 
spending  some  time  therein,  the  committee  rose  and  reported  pro- 
gress, and  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Felch,  said  bill  was  made  the  special  order  of 
the  day  for  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Herrington  moved  that  the  vote  taken  yesterday  on  the 
final  passage  of  the  "  bill  regulating  banking  associations,"  be  re- 
considered, which  motion  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Ward  moved  that  the  vote  taken  on  the  final  passage  of 
the  "bill  to  amend  an  act  extending  Jefferson  avenue  to  the  inter- 
section of  the  present  Grosse  point  road,  on  Lake  St  Clair,"  be 
reconsidered.     Said  motion  was  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion,  the  House  adjourned  until  10  o'clock,  A.  M.,  to- 
moiTow. 


Thursday,  February  16. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjoumnient      , 

The  roll  being  called,  the  following  members  were  absent  *. 
Messrs.  Kellogg  and  Levake. 

The  Chair  presented  the  following  communication  from  the 
Bank  Commissioner : 

{See  Document  No,  14/) 
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The  communication  having  been  read,  it  was,  on  motion,  laid 
upon  the  table. 

The  Chair  also  presented  the  following  communication  from  the 
Auditor  General : 
To  tlie  Hon.  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives : 

The  undersigned  begs  leave,  in  behalf  of  the  commissioners  on 
the  militia  claims,  to  submit  to  your  honorable  body  an  account 
for  travelling  expenses  incurred  in  receiving  and  auditing  claims 
growing  out  of  the  Toledo  expedition,  for  allowance. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant^ 

In  behalf  of  the  comm'rs, 

ROBERT  ABBOTT. 

Detroit,  Feb.  15th,  1837. 

The  communication  having  been  read,  it  was,  with  the  account 
referred  to,  on  motion,  referred  to  the  committee  on  claims. 

The  following  petitions  were  presented  and  severally  referred : 

By  the  Chair, 

Of  sundry  citizens  of  the  city  of  Detroit,  praying  the  legislature 
to  provide  by  law  for  the  appointment  of  an  inspector  of  lumber 
in  said  city.     Referred  to  the  committee  on  the  judiciary. 

By  Mr.  Purdy,  of  Washtenaw, 

Of  sundry  citizens  of  Shiawassee  county,  for  a  state  road  from 
Byron  in  said  county,  to  Lyons  in  Ionia  county.  Referred  to 
the  committee  on  roads  and  bridges. 

Also,  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  said  Shiawassee,  for  the  organi- 
zation of  the  town  of  Byron  in  said  county.  Referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  the  organization  of  towns  and  counties. 

By  Mr.  Heath,  of  St  Clair, 

Of  sundry  inhabitants  of  said  county,  for  the  improvement  of 
the  navigation  of  Black  river.  Referred  to  the  committee  on  in- 
ternal improvement 

Mr.  Ely,  from  the  committee  on  internal  improvement,  to 
which  was  referred  the  bills,  "  A  bill  to  incorporate  the  Detroit 
and  Pontiac  turnpike  company,"  and  "  A  bill  to  incorporate  the 
Bloomfield  road  company/'  reported  the  first  named  bill  to  the 
House  without  amendment,  which  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Ely, 
laid  on  the  table ;  and  reported  the  second  named  bill  to  the 
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House,  with  a  reconunendatioii  that  it  do  not  pass,  which  was  laid 
tm  the  table.  Also,  from  the  same  Committee,  reported  ^  A  bill 
to  incorporale  the  Gibraltar  and  Clinton  railroad  company,*'  which 
>¥as  read  the  first  and  second  time  and  laid  ou  the  tables 

Mr.  Cressey,  from  the  committee  od  the  organi2ation  of  towtis 
and  counties,  to  which  was  committed  the  bill  from  the  Senate^ 
"^  A  biH  to  organize  the  counties  of  Imia  and  Van  Buren,'*  report* 
>ed  the  same  to  the  House  without  amendment 

Mr.  Lee,  from  the  committee  <m  claims,  to  which  was  referred 
the  petition  of  John  Goodrich,  reported  ^  A  bill  for  the  relief  of 
John  G^oodrich,'^  which  was  read  the  first  and  second  time  and 
laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Cornell,  from  the  select  committee  to  which  was  yester. 
.day  i-eferred  "  A  bill  amendatory  to  an  act  entitled  *  An  act  to 
provide  for  the  assessment  and  collection  of  township  and  county 
taxes,'  *  with  certain  instructions,  reported  the  same  to  the  House 
in  conformity  to  such  instructions.  Said  bill  was  then  laid  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  Monfore  gave  notice  that  he  should  ask  leave,  on  a  future 
day,  to  introduce  a  bill  to  incorpo^te  the  village  of  Mt  Clemens, 
in  the  county  of  Macomb. 

The**  bill  to  authorize  the  people  of  this  state  to  extinguish,  by 
purchase,  the  charter  of  the  Detroit  and  St^  Jo^ph  railroad  com- 
pany, and  for  other  purposes,**  coming  under  the  special  order  of 
the  day,  was  taken  up,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Felch,  the  House 
resumed, in  committee  oft  \e  whole,  Mr.  Ward  in  the  chair,  the 
Considetatbn  of  said  bill,  and  ailer  spending  some  time  therein, 
the  committee  rose  and  reported  progress,  and  adked  and  obtained 
leave  to  sit  again. 

The  following  message  from  the  Executive  was  received 
through  his  private  secretary,  Mr.  Jackson : 

To  the  Senate  and  Bouse  of  RepreienUitims : 

I  have  this  day  approved  and  filed  in  the  office  of  the  Secreta- 
ry  of  State,  **  An  act  appointing  commissioners  to  lay  out  and  es* 
tablish  a  state  road  from  Dexter,  in  the  county  of  Washtenaw,  to 
Lycxis,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Maple^  in  the  county  of  Ionia,"  and 

29 
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**  An  act  ta  amend  *  An  act  fixing  the  rate  of  toll  for  grinding/ 
approved  April  12tb,  1827.'' 

STEVENS  T.  MASON. 
February  16,  1837. 

The  following  message  from  the  Senate  was  received  through 
their  secretary : 

Mr.  Speaker — The  Senate  have  passed,  without  amendment, 
the  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  entitled  **  A  bill  to 
provide  for  recording  patents  for  land,  and  for  other  purposes,** 
which  IS  herewith  returned. 

On  motion,  the  House  adjourned. 

AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Mr.  Ward  called  up  the  resolution  relative  to  the  adjournment 
of  the  legislature,  with  the  amendment  made  thereto  by  the 
Senate. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McKeen,  said  resolution  was  laid  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  Finch,  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  House  being  obtained, 
offered  the  following  resolution,  which  .was,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Waixl,  laid  upon  the  table : 

Resoloedy  That  the  committee  on  the  judiciary  be  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  propriety  of  loaning  the  surplus  dividend  to  the 
several  railroad  corporations  within  this  state,  an  amount  not  to 
exceed  9100,000  to  each  corporation,  to  be  graduated  according 
to  the  relative  importance  of  their  respective  routes,  and  the 
amount  already  expended,  and  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Mosely  gave  notice  that  he  should,  on  some  future  day, 
ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  incorporate  the  Saginaw  and 
Genesee  railroad  company. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McKeen, 

The  House  resumed,  in  committee  of  the  whole,  Mr.  Ward  in 
the  chair,  the  consideration  of  the  **'  bill  to  authorize  the  people 
of  this  state  to  extinguish,  by  purchase,  the  charter  of  the  Detroit 
and  St  Joseph  railroad  company*  and  for  other  purposes,"  and 
after  spending  some  time  therein,  the  committee  rose,  and  through 
their  chairman,  reported  the  same  to  the  House  with  sundry 
amendments. 
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Mr.  Bingham  moved  to  commit  said  bill  and  ameDdments  to 
the  committee  on  internal  improvement,  which  was  negatived. 

On  jofiotion  of  Mr.  Cornell,  said  bill  and  amendments  were  com- 
mitted to  a  select  committee  of  nine  members,  consisting  of  Messrs. 
Ely,  Calkin,  Wing,  Brown,  McKeen,  Eldred,  Mosely,  Alden 
and  Burbank. 

On  motion,  the  House  adjourned  until  10  o'clock,  A.  M.  to- 
morrow. 


Friday,  February  17. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment 

The  roll  being  called,  the  following  members  were  absent: 
Messrs.  Gilbert,  Kellogg,  King,  Martin  and  Ward. 

The  following  petition  was  presented  and  referred: 

By  Mr.  Butler,  of  Lenawee, 

Of  George  W.  Fisk,  jr.  (by  George  W.  Fisk,  his  guardian,)  for 
relief  in  relation  to  a  will  made  for  his  benefit  by  Joseph  Salato. 
Referred  to  the  committee  on  the  judiciary. 

Mr.  Almy,  from  the  committee  on  roads  and  bridges,  to  which 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Thomas  Palmer  and  others,  reported 
**  A  bill  granting  to  Thomas  Palmer,  James  McClanan  and  Daniel 
Lockwood,  the  right  to  keep  and  maintain  a  ferry  across  the  St 
Clair  river  at  the  village  of  Palmer,"  which  was  read  the  first  and 
second  time  and  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Alden,  from  the  committee  on  education,  reported  a  bill, 
*  An  act  to  amend  an  'Act  entitled  an  act  to  incorporate  the  Michi- 
gan and  Huron  institute,' "  which  was  read  the  first  and  second 
time  and  laid  upon  the  table. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee,  reported  abill,  ^  An  act  to  in* 
corporate  Michigan  college,"  which  was  read  twice  and  laid  up- 
on the  table. 

The  bill,  **  A  bill  to  provide  for  the  oigaaization  and  suppdit  of 
primary  schools,"  coming  under  the  special  order  of  the  day  for 
to-day  was  taken  up,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Lothrop^  the  House 
resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  wholes  Mr.  Lothrop  in  the 
chair,  upon  said  bill,and  after  spending  some  ttae  tberaii]^  the 
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ecHnmittee  rose,  and  through  their  chairman  reported  the  Bame  to 
the  House  with  sundry  amendments,  which  were  concurred  in« 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Purdy,  said  bill  and  amendments  were  laid 
0n  the  table. 

The  foHowiiig  message  from  the  Semte  was  received  tiu-QUgh 
their  secretary ; 

Mr.  Sfeaker-— Id  pursuance  of  the  rules  of  die  Senate^  I  here* 
with  transmit  to  the  House  of  Representatives  a  bill  and  tesolu-* 
tion  which  have  passed  the  Senate,  entitled  ''  A  bin  to  lay  out  a 
stale  road  from  Ypsilanti  to  Ridgeway,"  and  a  resolution  for  a 
joint  committee  on  the  subject  of  the  state  penitentiary,  in  which 
the  concurrence  of  the  House  of  Representatives  is  respectfully 
requested, 

Mr.  Job  Smith  asked  and  obtained  leave  of  absence  for  Mr« 
Martin. 

Mr.  Ely,  from  the  select  committee  to  which  was  committed 
the  **  bill  to  authorize  the  people  of  this  state  to  extinguish,  by  pur-^ 
chase»  the  charter  of  the  Detroit  and  St  Joseph  railroad  compa? 
ny,  and  ibr  other  purposes^''  with  sundry  amendments,  reported 
the  same  to  the  House  with  sundry  amendments,  wiuch  were 
read,  laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lothrop,  the  House  adjourned  until  tea 
o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


i*"*" 


Satwrday^  FAruary  19. 
The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment 
The  roll  being  called,  the  following  members  were  absent: 
Messrs.  Alden,  Almy,  Ely,  Ferrington,  Finch,-  Foote,  Kellogg; 
Kingsley,  King,  Mosely,  Purdy,  Wisner  and  Ward. 
The  following  petitions  were  presented  and  severally  referred : 
By  Mr.  Shattuck,  of  Washtenaw» 

C^  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Augusta,  praying  that  the 
I  time  for  holding  their  annual  town  meeting  be  chained.     Refisr* 

^  red  to  the  committee  on  towns  and  counties. 

By  Mr.  Howe,  of  Washtenaw, 
Of  sundry  citizens  of  the  state,  prayingfor  the  repeal  of  the  law 
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regulating  the  practice  of  medicine.  Referred  to  the  committee 
on  the  judiciary. 

By  Mr.  Gilbert,  of  Macomb, 

Of  Addisoq  Chamberlin  and  others,  of  town  five  north,  of  range 
eleven  east  Referred  to  the  committee  on  the  organization  of 
towns  and  counties. 

By  Mr.  Heath,  of  St.  Clair, 

A  remonstrance  of  sundry  citizens  of  China,  in  said  county, 
against  the  organization  of  a  certain  town  in  said  county.  '  Re- 
ferred to  the  committee  on  the  organization  of  towns  and  coun- 
ties. 

By  Mr.  Ely,  of  Allegan, 

A  petition  of  B.  Hobert  and  others,  for  an  amendment  of  the 
twenty-second  section  of  an  act  entitled  "An  act  appointing  com- 
missioners to  lay  out  and  establish  certain  state  roads,"  approved 
March  26,  1836.  Referred  to  the  committee  on  roads  and 
bridges. 

By  Mr.  Kingsley,  of  Washtenaw, 

Of  sundry  citizens  of  Ann  Arbor,  for  a  bank  in  said  village. 
Referred  to  the  committee  on  banks  and  incorporations. 

Mr.  Ward,  from  the  committee  to  which  was  referred  that 
part  of  ^heTTBQvernor's  message  that  relates  to  the  disposition  of 
the  scho^lL^s^  made  the  following 

%•  REPORT: 

■ 

That  after  kn  examination  of  the  subject,  they  concur,  for  the 
most  part,  in  the  views  presented  by  the  Superintendent,  in  his 
able  report,  submitted  to  the  legislature  at  the  commencement  of 
this  session. 

The  plan  therein  proposed  for  the  disposition  of  those  lands,  ap- 
peared to  your  committee  the  most  feasible  mode  that  can  be 
adopted.  It  will  secure  to  the  people  of  this  state,  with  the  least 
delay,  the  enjoyment  of  the  benefits  to  be  derived  from  the  appro- 
priation. No  sacrifice  need  be  made  by  an  immediate  sale,  as 
such  restrictions  can  be  imposed  upon  it,  as  will  exclude  from 
market  those  lands  that  are  yet  far  below  their  maximum  value. 

The  lands  appropriated  to  the  use  of  primary  schools,  within 
the  peninsula,  amount  to  more  than  seven  hundred  thousand  acres 
and  those  designed  for  the  establishment  and  support  of  an  uni« 
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versity,  exceed  fifty  thousand  acres.  The  minimum  price  pro- 
posed by  the  Superintendent  to  be  established  in  bringing  them 
into  market,  is  five  dollars  per  acre  for  the  former,  and  fifteen  dol- 
lars ibr  the  latter.  This,  in  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  is 
too  low  an  estimate  of  their  value.  .  From  personal  knowledge, 
and  from  the  best  information  they  can  obtain,  your  committee 
do  not  entertain  a  doubt,  that  should  these  lands  be  offered  for 
sale  at  minimum  prices  of  ten  dollars  for  the  primary  school 
lands,  and  twenty  dollars  for  the  university  lands,  there  would 
be  no  difliculty  in  effecting  sales  within  a  reasonable  time,  to  the 
amount  of  two  millions  of  dollars ;  the  lands  designated  for  the 
establishment  of  the  university,  are  among  the  most  desirable  and 
valuable  sections  in  the  state,  some  of  them  are  indeed  of  great 
value,  from  their  location,  being  situated  at  points  commanding 
great  natural  advantage.  In  order  to  secure  to  the  state  their 
full  value,  it  is  recommended  that  the  lands  lying  at  such  points, 
should  be  surveyed  and  laid  out  into  village  lots,  before  they  are 
offered  for  sale. 

In  accordance  with  these  views,  your  committee  have  drafted^ 
and  submit  herewith,  a  bill  authorizing  the  Superintendent  of  Pub- 
lic Instruction  to  sell  these  lands,  and  to  invest  the  proceeds  in  the 
manner  pointed  out  by  him  in  his  report  It  proposes  also,  for 
the  employment  and  compensation  of  the  necessary  assistants  to 
carry  its  provisions  into  effect. 

Should  the  bill  proposed  become  a  law,  the  increasing  duties  de^ 
volving  upon  the  Superintendent,  render  it  an  act  of  justice  that 
there  should  be  a  corresponding  increase  of  salary.  It  therefore 
provides,  that  his  salary  shall  be  increased  to  fifleen  hundred  dollars 
per  annum,  with  an  allowance  of  the  necessary  travelling  expen- 
ses incurred  by  him  in  attending  to  the  duties  of  his  ofllce.  When 
it  is  considered  that  the  office  of  Superintendent  is  second  in  im- 
portance to  few,  if  any,  in  the  state,  and  that  there  is  none  to  which 
more  laborious  duties  or  greater  responsibilities  are  attached,  the 
sum  of  fifteen  hundred  dollars  cannot  be  deemed  any  thing  more 
than  a  just  compensation. 

From  the  brief  view  that  has  been  taken  of  the  situation  and 
value  of  the  public  lands,  some  idea  may  be  formed  of  the  extent 
of  the  fund  that  will  accrue  from  their  sale.  In  a  few  years,  at 
flgrthest,  it  cannot  amount  to  less  than  five  or  six  millions  of  dol* 
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iars.  This  enormDUs  sum  is  set  apart  exclusively  for  the  support 
of  i^imary  and  other  schools.  It  is  sufficiently  ample  to  secure 
to  the  people^  of  Michigan  greater  literary  advantages  than  have 
ever  before  been  enjoyed  by  any  people,  in  any  age  or  country.  It 
will  sustain  a  system  of  public  instruction,  which  for  grandeur  and 
usefulness,  will  find  no  parallel  in  ancient  or  modern  times  ;  it  will 
extend  to  the  inmates  of  every  dwelling  in  Michigan,  the  means  of 
acquiring  a  good ,  if  not  a  liberal  education.  The  application  of 
these  immense  resources  to  the  diffusion  of  knowledge,  by  means 
of  libraries,  schools  and  academies,  is  a  matter  of  momentous  con- 
cern. Thie  true  interests  and  honor  of  Michigan  are  more  deeply 
bvolved  in  it,  than  in  the  promotion  of  any  scheme  of  internal 
improvement,  or  other  enterprize,  by  which  the  pecuniary  prospe- 
rity of  the  country  may  be  afferted. 

The  intelligence  of  the  people  is  the  sustaining  principle  of  all 
free  governments ;  in  ours,  it  constitutes  its  glory  as  well  as 
strength.  By  our  constitution,  every  individual  is  made  an  actor 
in  government,  and  wields  an  influence  that  may  be  felt  in  all 
its  operations.  Questions  may  arise,  in  which  the  voice  of  a  sin- 
gle individual  may  decide  the  destinies  of  the  state.  In  proportion 
then,  to  the  correct  intelligence  or  ignorance  of  the  people,  our  po- 
litical fabric  gains  strength  or  becomes  weak. 

But  it  will  be  in  vain  that  these  munificent  appropriations  have 
been  made,  unless  they  lead  to  the  adoption  of  vigorous  and  effi- 
cient measures.  It  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  every  effprt 
made  hereafter  in  the  cause  of  education,  will  receive  a  character 
from  this  ;  nothing,  therefore,  should  be  left  undone  by  the  present 
legislature,  to  mature  or  carry  into  effect  a  plan  of  education,  on 
a  scale  in  proportion  to  the  magnitude  of  the  fund.  By  adopting 
such  a  course  in  the  commencement,  the  most  gratifying  results 
will  in  a  few  years  be  exhibited.  Michigan,  commencing  her  po- 
litical career  with  her  present  advantages,  will  soon  attain  a  proud 
elevation  among  her  sister  states,  and  acquire  a  character  for  learn- 
ing and  intelligence  that  will  make  hjr  every  where  known  and 
reverenced. 

The  foreg  )ipg,  together  with  the  bill  therein  alluded  to,  is  re- 
spectfully submitted. 

R,  E.  WARD,  Chairman. 
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The  report  having  been  read,  was  on  motion  laid  on  the  table* 

Also  reported  *'A  bill  to  provide  for  the  disposition  of  the  uni- 
versity and  primary  school  lands,  and  for  other  purposes,"  which 
was  read  the  first  and  second  time  and  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  McGaffey,  from  the  judiciary  committee,  to  which  was 
committed  "  A  bill  to  vacate  the  seat  of  justice  of  Branch  county, 
and  establishing  the  same  at  ColJwater  village,"  with  sundry 
amendments  to  the  same,  and  sundry  documents  relating  to  that 
subject,  reported  "A  bill  to  authorize  the  electors  of  Branch  county 
to  elect  a  county  seat,"  which  was  read  the  first  and  second  time 
and  laid  on  the  table. 

\Mr.  Kingsley,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which  was  yester- 
day referred  the  petition  of  (Jeorge  W.  Fisk,  jr.,  reported  "A  bill 
in  relation  to  the  last  will  and  testament  of  Joseph  Salato,"  which 
was  read  the  first  and  second  time  and  laid  on  the  table. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which  was  referred  the  peti- 
tion of  J.  M.  Mead  and  others,  praying  to  repeal  the  act  relating 
to  the  practice  of  medicine,  reported  adverse  to  the  prayer  of  tho 
petitioners.    On  motion,  said  report  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ward, 

The  resolution  relative  to  the  adjournment  of  the  legislature^ 
with  the  amendment  made  thereto  by  the  Senate  and  yesterday 
laid  upon  the  table,  was  taken  up  for  consideration. 

Mr.  McKeen  moved  to  lay  said  resolution  and  amendment  on 
the  table,  and  that  it  be  made  the  special  order  of  the  day  for 
Wednesday  next.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Ward,  the  qr.estion  was 
decided  by  yeas  and  nays  in  tlie  affirmative,  as  follows: 

YEAS. 

Mr.  Gilbert, 
Mr.  Herrington, 
Mr.  Howe, 
Mr  Hiskins, 
Mr.  Heath, 
Mr.  Kingsley, 
Mr.  Lee, 
Mr.  Levake, 
Mr.  Martin, 


M".  Almy, 
M  \  Brown, 
Mr.  Bingham, 
Mr.  Bur  bank, 
Mr.  Calkin, 
Mr.  Cornell, 
Mr»  Colbatli, 
Mr.  Ely, 
Mr.  Felch, 
Mr.  Farrington, 


Mr.  Monfore, 
Mr.  McKeen, 
Mr.  Mosely, 
Mr.  Purdy, 
Mr.  Phillips, 
Mr.  Job  Smith, 
Mr.  Shattuck, 
Mr.  Thayer, 
Mr.  Yerkes, 


28 


Mr.  Butler, 


NAYS. 
Mr.  Eldred, 


Mr.  Jos.  Smith* 
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Mr.  Ballard,  Mr.  Lothrop,  Mn  Shellhouse, 

Mr.  Burke,  Mr.  McGaffey,  Mr.  Wing, 

Mr.  Cressey,  Mr.  Ralph,  Mr.  Ward,  12 

The  joint  resolution  from  the  Senate  relative  to  the  apppint- 
ment  of  a  joint  committee  on  the  subject  of  the  state  penitentiary, 
was  taken  up.  The  resolution  having  been  read,  it  vras,oa  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Jos.  Smith,  laid  upon  the  table. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  ''A  bill  to  lay  out  a  state  road  from 
Ypsilanti  to  Ridgeway,"  was  taken  up,  read  the  first  and  second 
time,  and  committed  to  the  committee  on  roads  and  bridges. 

Mr.  Eldred,  from  the  committee  on  ways  and  means,  to  which 
was  referred  a  petition  of  Thomas  Barber,  a  settler  on  seminary 
lands,  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  House  being  obtained,  moved 
that  the  committee  be  discharged  from  the  consideration  of  the 
subject,  and  that  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  committee  on 
university  and  school  lands,  which  motion  'vas  agreed  ta 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jos.  Smith, 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  u  committee  of  the  whole,  Mr, 
Cressey  in  the  chair,  upon  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  "  A  bill  to  or- 
ganize the  counties  of  Ionia  and  Van  Burcn,"  and  after  spending 
some  time  therein,  the  committee  rose  and  reported  the  same  to 
the  House  with  sundry  amendments,  which  were  concurred  in. 
On  motion  of  Mr,  Jos.  Smith,  said  bill  and  amendments  were  laid 
upon  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ely, 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  Mr. 
McGaffey  in  the  chair,  upon  ''A  bill  authorizing  the  construction 
of  a  ship  canal  around  the  Falls  of  St  Marie,"  and  after  some 
time  spent  therein,  the  committee  rose  and  reported  the  same  to 
the  House.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Ely,  said  bill  was  committed  to 
the  select  committee  which  reported  the  same. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the  Senate  through 
their  secretary : 

Mr.  Speaker — In  pursuance  of  the  rules  of  the  Senate,  I 
herewith  transmit  a  bill  and  resolution,  which  have  passed  the 
Senate,  entitled  **  A  bill  to  provide  for  the  election  of  state  print- 
er, and  to  prescribe  his  powers  and  duties ;"  and  **  A  resolution 
requiring  the  Attorney  Greoeral  to  reside  at  the  seat  of  govern- 
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fncnt,**  in  which  the  concurrence  of  the  Houso  of  Representatives 
is  respectfully  requested. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Thayer,  the  House  adjourned. 

AFTERNOO]>I  SESSION. 

The  engrossed  bill  entitled  "A  bill  to  incorporate  the  village  of 
White  Pigeon,*'  coming  under  the  general  order  of  the  day,  was 
taken  up  and  read  a  ihird  time.  The  question  being  upon  its 
final  passage,  it  was  decided  by  yeas  and  nays  in  the  affirmative^ 
as  follows : 


Mr.  Alden^ 
Mr.  Almv, 
Mr.  Brown, 

Mr.  Bingham, 
Mr.  BulTer, 
Mr.  Ballard, 
Mr.  Cressey, 
Mr.  Calkin, 
Mr.  Cornell, 
Ml*.  Colbath, 
Mr.  Eldred, 
Mr.  Felch, 


YEAS. 

Mr.  Farrington, 
Mr.  Gilbert, 
Mr.  Herrington, 
Mr.  Howe, 
Mr.  Haskins, 
Mr.  Heath, 
Mr.  Kingsley, 
'  Mr.  Lee, 
Mr.  Lotlirop, 
Mr.  Martin, 
Mr.  Monfore, 


Mr.  McGafley, 
Mr.  McKeen, 
Mr,  Mosely, 
Mr.  Purdy, 
Mr,  Phillips, 
Mr.  Job  Smi*h, 
Mrr  Jos.  Smith, 
Mr.  Shellhouse, 
Mr.  Wing, 
Mr.  Ward, 
Mr.  Yerkes, 
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Mr.  Burbank, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr,  Ely,^ 
M'*.  Ferrington, 
Mr.  Finch, 


Mr.  Ralph, 
Mr.  Shattucky 
Mr.  Thayer, 
Mr.  Wisner, 
Mr.  Speaker, 


NAYS. 

Mr.  Foote, 

Mr,  Kellogg, 

Mr,  Kmg, 

Mr.  Levake, 

Mr,  Munger,  Mr.  Speaker,  1& 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Felch, 

The  HoOfse  resolved  ijself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  Mrr 
Calkin  in  the  chair,  on  the  bill  entitled  "A  bill  to  legalize  the 
proceedings  of  and  to  incorporate  the  Dundee  hydraulic  compa- 
ny/' and  after  spending  some  time  therein,  the  committee  rose  and 
reported  the  same  back  to  the  House  with  sundry  amendments, 
wliich  were  concurred  in. 

On  motion,  said  bill  was  laid' upon  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Alden, 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of'  the  whole,  Mr. 
Butler  in  the  chair,  on  the  following  bilFs,  a  bill  entitled  "A  hill 
granting  to  Norman  Nash  and  Nicholas  Ayrault  the  right  to  keep 
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and  maintain  a  ferry  across  the  St  Clair  river ;"  "  A  bill  to  pro- 
vide for  the  organization  and  government  of  the  university  of  Mi- 
chigan," and  after  spending  some  time  therein,  the  committee  rose 
and  reported  the  first  named  bill  back  to  the  House  with  an 
amendment ;  also  reported  the  last  named  bill  back  to  the  House, 
and  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again  on  said  bill.  On  motion* 
the  bill  entitled  **A  bill  granting  to  Norman  Nash  and  Nicholas 
Ayrault  the  right  to  keep  and  maintain  a  ferry  across  the  St.  Clair 
river,"  was  committed  to  the  committee  on  internal  improvement. 
On  motion,  adjourned  to  Monday,  at  10  o'clock,  A.  M. 


Monday,  February  20. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjoummcnr. 

The  roll  being  called,  the  following  members  were  absent: 
Messrs.  Ballard,  Finch,  Foote,  Gilbert,  Monfore,  Mosely,  Ralph 
and  VVisner. 

The  following  petitions  were  presented  and  severally  referred: 

By  Mr.  Ward,  of  Berrien, 

Of  sundry  inhabitants  of  Niles,  praying  for  an  extension  of 
the  boundaries  of  said  village.  Referred  to  the  committee  on  the 
organization  of  towns  and  counties. 

By  Mr.  Burbank,  of  Oakland, 

Of  sundry  citizens  of  said  county,  for  the  organization  of  a  cer- 
tain town.  Referred  to  the  committee  on  the  organization  of 
towns  and  counties. 

Mr.  Eldred,  from  the  committee  on  ways  and  means,  to  which 
was  referred  the  account  of  the  Auditor  General  of  this  state,  mo- 
ved that  said  committee  be  discharged  from  the  consideration  of 
the  subject,  and  that  said  account  be  referred  to  the  committee  on 
claims,  which  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Cressey,  from  the  committee  on  the  organization  of  towns 
and  counties,  reported  "  A  bill  to  organize  certain  townships,** 
which  was  read  the  first  and  second  time  an(l  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Farrington, 

Besoloed,  That  the  committee  on  internal  improvement  be  in- 
•tructed  to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  altering  and  amending 
»the  act  entitled  •*  An  act  to  incorporate  the  Monroe  and  Ann  Ar- 
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bor  railroad  company,"  so  as  to  intersect  the  River  Raisin  and 
Grand  river  railroad,  at  or  near  where  the  said  road  crosses  the 
Saline  river. 

The  bill,  **  A  bill  to  provide  for  the  onjanization  and  support  of 
primary  schools,**  heretofore  laid  upon  the  table,  was  taken  up  for 
consideration.  Mr.  Alden  moved  to  amend  said  bill  by  striking' 
out  the  words  **  of  March,"  in  the  second  line  of  the  thirty-seventh 
section,  and  insert  "Monday  of  September"  in  lieu  thereof,  which 
was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Haskins  moved  farther  to  amend  said  bill  by  striking  out 
all  after  the  word  "  district,"  in  the  fourth  line  of  the  third  clause  of 
the  sixteenth  section,  and  insert  the  following  in  lieu  thereof: 

"  In  proportion  to  the  number  of  days  their  several  scholars 
have  been  taught  in  said  school  district." 

Mr,  Calkin  moved  to  amend  tlie  amendment  by  striking  out  all 
after  the  word  "  kept,"  in  the  second  line  of  the  seventh  clause  of 
the  eighth  section,  which  was  negatived.  Mr.  Haskins  then  with- 
drew the  amendment  offered  by  himself. 

Mr.  Burbank  moved  further  to  amend  said  bill  by  striking  out 
the  nineteenth  section,  which  was  negatived. 

Mr.  i  'ornell  moved  further  to  amend  by  inserting  the  words 
*•  ten  days,"  in  the  fourth  line  of  the  twenty-eighth  section,  before 
the  word  "  written." 

Mr.  Kingsley  moved  to  amend  said  amendment  by  striking  oat 
the  twenty-eighth  section,  which  was  negatived. 

The  question  recurring  upon  the  amendment  offered  by  Mr, 
Cornell,  it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Monfore  moved  further  to  amend  said  bill,  by  striking  out 
all  after  the  word  "  them,"  in  the  fifth  line  of  the  twenty-seventli 
section,  and  insert  the  following  in  lieu  thereof: 

"  We,  the  subscribers,  inspectors  of  primary  schools  in  and  for 
the  township  of  ,  in  the  county  of  ,  and  state  of  Mi- 

chigan, do  certify  that  we  have  exa  nined  ,  and  do  believe 

that  be  (or  she,  as  the  ca<$e  may  be,)  is  a  person  of  good  moral 
character ;  of  sufficient  learning  and  ability ;  and  is  in  all  other 
Tespects  well  qualified  to  teach  a  primary  school 

"  Given  under  our  hands  at  ,.  this  day  of  ." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Calkin,  a  division  of  the  question  was  ordexed» 
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and  the  question  being  upon  striking  out,  it  was  decided  in  the 
negative. 

Mr.  Felch  moved  further  to  amend  said  bill  by  adding  to  the 
fourth  clause  of  the  fifteenth  section  the  following : 

**  And  all  real  estate  so  sold,  shall  be  liable  to  be  redeemed  in 
the  same  manner  as  lands  sold  for  such  taxes  may  by  law  be  re- 
deemed,** which  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McGafTey,  said  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Elv, 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  Mr. 
Bingham  in  the  chair,  upon  the  bill,  "  A  bill  to  authorize  the  peo- 
ple of  this  state  to  extinguish,  by  purchase,  the  charter  of  the  De- 
troit and  St  Joseph  railroad  company,  and  for  other  purposes,** 
and  after  spending  some  time  therein,  the  committee  rose,  and 
through  their  chairman  reported  progress,  and  asked  and  obtained 
leave  to  sit  again. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ely,  the  House  adjourned  until  2  o'clock, 
P.M. 

AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Mr.  Farrington  asked  and  obtained  leave  of  absence  for  Mr. 
Ralph. 

Mr.  Job  Smith  «isked  and  obtained  leave  of  absence  for  Mr. 
Shattuck,  until  Thursday  next. 

Mr.  Cornell  asked  and  obtained  leave  of  absence  for  Mr.  Gilbert. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lothrop, 

Resolved^  That  the  committee  on  the  judiciary  be  instructed  to 
report  a  bill  regulating  limited  copartnerships. 

Mr.  Levake,  from  the  select  committee  to  which  was  commit- 
ted **  A  bill  authorizing  the  construction  of  a  ship  canal  around  the 
Falls  of  St.  Marie,"  reported  the  same  to  the  House  with  an 
amendment. 

On  motion,  said  bill  and  amendment  were  laid  upon  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lothrop, 

The  House  resumed,  in  committee  of  the  whole,  Mr.  Bmgham 
in  the  chair,  the  consideration  of  **  A  bill  to  authorize  the  people 
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of  this  state  to  extin^sh,  by  purchase,  the  charter  of  the  Detroit 
and  St  Joseph  railroad  company,  and  for  other  purposes,"  and 
after  spending  some  time  therein,  the  committee  rose  and  reported 
progress,  and.  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Felch,  said  bill  was,  with  the  "bill  to  autho- 
rize the  construction  of  a  ship  canal  around  the  Falls  of  St.  Marie," 
made  the  special  order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow. 

On  motion,  adjourned  until  to-morrow  morning  at  10  o'clock.. 


Tuesday,  February  21. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment 

The  roll  being  called,  the  following  members  were  absent  5 
Messrs.  Ballard,  Calkin,  Finch,  Foote,  Haskins,  Kellogg,  Lee. 

Mr.  Colbath  asked  and  obtained  leave  of  absence  for  Mr.  Lee, 
Tor  this  day. 

The  following  petitions  were  presented  and  severally  referred : 

By  Mr.  Butler,  of  Lenawee, 

Of  sundry  inhabitants  of  Schoolcraft,  in  Kalamazoo  county,  to 
lay  out  a  state  road  from  said  village  to  the  village  of  Adrian,  in 
Lenawee  county.  Referred  to  the  committee  on  roads  and 
bridges. 

By  Mr.  Felch,  of  Monroe, 

A  memorial  of  sundry  citizens  of  said  county,  praying  for  the 
passage  of  a  law  prohibiting  the  importation  to  this  state  of  ar« 
dent  spirits,  &c.  Referred  to  the  committee  on  ways  and 
means. 

Mr.  McGaffey,  from  the  select  committee  to  which  was  re^ 
ferred  sundry  petitions  of  sundry  merchants  of  St  Joseph  coun- 
ty, praying  for  an  increase  of  the  tax  upon  pedlars,  reported  "  A 
bill  to  repeal  certain  acts.*' 

Mr.  Ely  gave  notice  that  he  should,  at  some  future  day,  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  authorizing  the  board  of  supervisors  of 
the  county  of  Allegan  to  borrow  a  sum  of  money  for  the  erection 
of  county  buildings. 

The  following  bill,  "A  bill  to  authorize  the  people  of  this  state 
to  extinguish,  by  purchase,  the  charter  of  the  Detroit  and  St 
Joseph  railroad  company,  and  for  other  purposes,"  and  **  A  bill 
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authorizing  the  construction  of  a  ship  canal  around  the  Falls  of 
St  Marie,"  coming  under  the  special  orders  of  the  day,  weise 
taken  up,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Cressey, 

The  House  resumed,  in  committee  of  the  whole;  Mr.  Bingham 
in  the  chair,  the  consideration  of  said  bill»,  and  after  spending 
some  time  therein,  the  committee  rose,  and  through  their  chair- 
man reported  the  first  named  bill  to  the  House,  with  sundry 
amendments,  which  were  concurred  in.  Said  bill  was,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  I^throp,  laid  upon  the  table  ;  who  reported  progress 
upon  the  second  named  bill,  and  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  sit 
again.  • 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the  Senate  through 
their  secretary : 

Mr.  Speaker — In  pursuance  of  the  rules  of  the  Senate,  I  here- 
with return  to  the  House  of  Represehtatives  the  bill  entitled  **  A 
bill  to  extend  Fort  street  in  the  city  of  Detroit,  until  it  intersects 
the  road  leading  from  the  Detroit  river  to  Dearbornville,"  with  an 
amendment,  in  which  the  concurrence  of  the  House  is  respectful 
fy  requested. 

On  motion,  the  House  adjourned. 

AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment 
The  Chair  presented  the  following  communication  from  the 
ferady  Guards : 

To  the  Hon,  Charles  W.  Whipple, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatii'es : 
Through  you,  we  respeetfuHy  request  the  House  of  Repre* 
sentatives  to  be  present  to-morrow,  at  12  M.,  at  the  Americaa 
Hotel,  when  his  Excellency  Governor  Mason  will  present  ar 
standard  to  the  Brady  Guards^ 

We  are  your  obedient  servants, 

MARSHAL  J.  BACON, 
ANDREW  T.  McREYNOLDS, 
HENRY  6.  HUBBARD, 

Com,  Brady  Gfuctrds^ 
Detroit,  2lst  Feb,,  1837. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Alden,  the  above  communicatioQ  was  re* 
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ferred  to  a  select  committee  of  three  members,  consisting  of 
Messrs,  Alden,  Ward  and  Lothrop. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jos.  Smith, 

The  House  resumed,  in  committee  of  the  whole,  Mr.  Bingham 
in  the  chair,  the  consideration  of  the  "  bill  authorizing  the  con- 
struction of  a  ship  canal  around  the  Falls  of  St  Marie,"  and 
after  spending  some  time  therein,  the  committee  rose  and  report- 
ed the  same  to  tiie  House  with  sundry  amendments,  which  were 
concurred  in.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Ward,  said  bill  was  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  Alden,  from  the  select  committee  to  which  was  referred 
the  communication  from  the  Brady  Guards,  made  the  following 

REPORT : 

The  select  committee  to  whom  was  referred  a  communication 
from  Marshal  J,  Bacon,  Andrew  T.  McReynolds  and  Henry 
G.  Hubbard,  committee  of  the  Brady  Guards,  have  had  the  same 
under  consideration,  and  beg  leave  to  offer  the  following  resolu- 
tion: 

JJe  o/"/"'  That  this  House  duly  appreciate  the  motives  of  the 
highly  respectable  company  known  by  the  name  of  the  Brady 
Guards,  in  giving  the  invitation  expressed  in  the  communication 
of  their  committee,  and  that  this  House  will  meet  them  in  a  body 
as  requested,  at  12  M.  at  the  American  Hotel. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Alden.  the  report  was  accepted  and  the  re- 
solution therein  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jos.  Smith,  the  **bill  to  authorize  the  people 
of  this  state  to  extinguish,  by  purchase,  the  charter  of  the  Detroit 
and  St.  Joseph  railroad,  and  for  other  purposes,"  was  taken  up 
for  consideration. 

Mr,  Bingham  moved  to  amend  said  bill  by  striking  out  the 
words  **  through  the  valley  of  the  Clinton  river,"  in  the  fourth 
and  fifth  lines  of  the  fifth  section,  and  on  motion,  the  question  was 
decided  by  yeas  and  nays  in  the  negative,  as  follows : 

YEAS. 

Mr.  Almy,  Mr.  King,  Mr.  Purdy, 

Mr,  Bingham,  Mr.  Lothrop,  Mr.  Phillips, 

Mr.  Herrington,  Mr.  Mungcr,  Mr.  Ward, 

Mr.  Kellogg,  Mr.  Martin,  Mr.  Yerkes,  12 
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Mr.  AldeA, 
Mr.  Brown, 
Mr.  Burbaiik^ 
Mr.  Butler, 
Mr.  Ba]l«urd» 
Mi*.  Burke, 
Mr.  Cressev> 
Mr.  Cornell, 
Mr.  Colbatli^ 
Mr.  Eldred, 
Mr.  Ely, 


NAYS. 

Mr.  Perrington, 
Mr.  Felch, 
Mr.  FarringtoD, 
Mr.  Gilbert, 
Mr.  Howe, 
Mr.  Haskias, 
Mr.  Heath, 
Mr.  Kingsley, 
Mr.  Levake, 
Mr.  Monfore, 


Mr,  McKeen, 
Mr.  Mosely, 
Mr.  Job  Smith, 
Mr.  Shattuck. 
Mr.  Jos.  Smit^, 
Mr.  Shellhousev 
Mr.  Thayer, 
Mr.  Wing, 
Mr.  Wisner, 
Mr.  Speaker, 
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Mr.  McGafiey, 

Mr.    ItoWe  moved  further  to  amend  said  bill  by  striking 
lout  the  wotd  "  two,*  in  the  sixth  line  of  the  fourth  section,  and 


insert "  one.* 


Mi".  Ward  moved  to  amend  the  amei^dment,  by  inserting  "one 
hundred  and  fifty ,^  and  on  motion,  the  question  was  decided  by 
yeas  and  nays  hi  the  negative,  as  follows : 


Mr.  Bingham> 
Mr.  Cressey^ 
Mr.  Howe, 

Mr.  Alden, 
Mr.  Almy, 
Mr.  Brownw 
Mr.  BurbanK) 
Mr.  Butler, 
Mr.  ballard^ 
Mr.  ComeU, 
Mr.  ColbatU 
Mr.  Eld^ 
Mr.  Ely, 
Mr.  PerringtoiH 
Mr.  Eelch» 


YEA& 

Mr.  Kellogg, 
Mr.  Munger, 
Mr.  Purdy, 

NAYS. 

Mr.  FarringtoH, 
Mr.  Gilbert, 
Mr.  Herrington, 
^Mr.  Haskins^ 
Mr.  Heath, 
Mr.  Kingsley, 
Mr.  K.ing, 
Mr.  Lothrop^ 
Mr.  Levake, 
Mr.  Martin, 
Mr.  Monfore^ 


Mr.  Phillips, 
Mr.  Job.  Smith, 
Mr.  Shattuck, 

Mr.  McGaffey, 
Mr.  McKeen, 
Mr.  Mosely, 
Mr.  Jos.  Smith, 
Mr.  Shelihouse, 
Mr.  Thayer, 
Mr.  Wing, 
Mr.  Wisner, 
Mr.  Ward, 
Mr.  Yerkes, 
Mr.  Speaker, 
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The  question  ifecurring  upon  Mr.  Howe^s  amendment,  it  was* 
on  motion,  decided  by  yeas  and  nays  in  the  negative,  as  follows ; 

YEAS. 

Mr.  Aided,  Mr.  Perrington,         Mr.  Purdv, 

Mr.  Brown,  Mr.  Herridgton,        Mr.  Job  Smith, 

Mr.  Bingham,  Mr.  Mung^,  S 


?1 
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NAYS. 

Mr.  Howe, 
Mr.  Heath, 
Mr.  Kellogg, 
Mr.  Kingsley,  • 
Mr.  King, 
Mr.  Lothrop, 
Mr.  Levake, 
Mr.  Martin, 
Mr.  Monfore, 
Mr.  McGaffey, 
Mr.  McKeen, 


Mr.  Mosely, 
Mr.  Phillips, 
Mr.  Shattuck, 
Mr.  Jos.  Smith, 
Mr.  Shellhouse, 
Mr.  Thayer, 
Mr.  Wing, 
Mr.  Wisner, 
Mr.  Ward, 
Mr.  Yt;rkes, 
Mr.  Speaker, 


Mr.  Almv, 

Mr.  Burbank, 

Mr.  Butler^ 

Mr.  Ballard, 

Mr.  Cressey, 

Mr.  Cornell, 

Mr.  Col  bath, 

Mr.  Eldred, 

Mr.  Ely, 

Mr^  Felch, 

Mr.  Fari'ington, 

Mr.  Gilbert,  "  34 

Mr.  Binghann  moved  further  to  amend  said  bill  by  striking  out 
the  word  "  two,"  in  the  fourth  line  of  the  fourth  section,  and  insert 
"  one." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cressey,  the  previous  question  was  ordered, 
(the  engrossment  and  third  reading  of  the  bill.) 

The  question  being  upon  the  engrossment  and  third  reading  of 
the  bill,  it  was,  on  motion,  decided  by  yeas  and  nays  in  the  affirm- 
ative, as  follows : 

YEAS. 

Mr.  Felch, 

Mr.  Farrington, 

Mr.  Gilbert, 

Mr.  Herrington, 

Mr.  Haskins, 

Mr.  Heath, 

Mr.  Kingsley, 

Mr.  King, 

Mr.  Lothrop, 

Mr.  Levake, 

Mr.  Munger, 

Mr.  Martin, 

Mr.  Monfore,  '  38 

NAYS. 

Mr.  Kellogg, 

Mr.  Purdy,  Mr.  Shattuck,  6 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Alden, 

The  House  resumed,  in  committee  of  the  whole,  Mr.  Butler 
in  the  chair,  the  consideration  of  the  "  bill  to  provide  for  the  oi' 
ganization  and  government  of  the  university  of  Michigan,"  and 


Mr.  Aldcn, 
Mr.  Almv, 
Mr.  Brown, 
Mr.  Burbank, 
Mr.  Butler, 
Mr.  Ballard, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Cressey, 
Mr.  Cornell, 
Mr.  Colbr.th, 
Mr.  Eldred, 
Mr.  Ely, 
Mr.  Ferrington, 


Mr.  Bingham, 
Mr.  Howe, 


Mr.  McGaffi3y, 
Mr.  McKeen, 
Mr.  Mosely, 
Mr.  Job  Snilth, 
Mr.  Jos.  Smith, 
jtlr.  Shellhouse, 
Mr.  Thayer, 
Mr.  Wing, 
Mr.  Wisne^, 
Mr.  Ward, 
Mr.  Yerkes, 
Mr.  Speaker, 


Mr.  Phillips, 
Mr.  Shattuck, 
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after  spending  some  time  therein,  the  committee  rose  and  report- 
ed progress,  and  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again.  Said  bill 
was,  on  motion,  made  the  special  order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow. 

The  Chair  presented  a  communication  from  the  clerk  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  requesting  leave  of  absence.  On  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Lothrop,  leave  of  absence  was  granted. 

On  motion,  the  House  adjourned. 


Wednesday y  February  22. 

The  roll  being  called,  the  following  members  were  absent : 
Messrs.  Ely,  Felch,  Lee,  Levake,  Martin,  Ralph,  Jos.  Smith, 
Thayer  and  Wing. 

Mr.  Kingsley,  from  the  committee  on  the  judiciary,  to  whom 
"was  committed  the  bill  frum  the  Senate  entitled  **  A  bill  to  au- 
thorize Nathaniel  Odell  to  convey  certain  lands,**  reported  the 
same  to  the  House  without  amendment. 

Also,  to  whom  was  committed  **  A  resolution  relative  to  re- 
pealing the  charters  of  all  the  incorporated  companies  of  the 
State,"  reported  adverse  to  the  provisions  of  said  resolution. 

Also,  to  whom  was  committed  a  resolution  relative  to  the  pro- 
tection of  fruit  and  shade  trees,  reported  that  they  consider  it  in- 
expedient to  legislate  upon  the  subject  at  this  time. 

M.'.  MsGafiey,  from  the  committee  on  the  jud'ciary,  to  whom 
war  committed  the  bill  entitled  "  A  bill  to  authorize  the  draining 
of  certain  lands,"  reported  the  same  to  the  Hou.-e,  with  sundry 
amendments. 

The  bill  entitled  "  A  bill  to  provide  for  the  organization  and 
goveniment  of  the  university  of  Michigan,"  coming  under  the 
special  order  of  the  day,  was  taken  up,  and  on  motion  of  Mr. 
ColLith,  the  House  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole 
Mr.  Butler  in  the  chair,  on  the  above  named  bill,  and  after  spend- 
ing some  time  therein,  the  committee  rose  and  reported  progress 
and  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 

The  following  communication  was  received  from  the  Senate 
through  their  secretary: 

Mr.  Speaker — In  pursuance  of  the  rules  of  the  Senate,  I 
herewith  return  to  the  House  of  Representatives  the  bill  entitled 
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*^  A  bill  to  vacate  the  present  seat  of  justice  of  the  oocmty  of  Ber* 
rien,"  with  certain  ameadnfients,  in  which  the  concurrence  of  the 
House  is  respectfully  requested. 
On  motion,  adjourned. 

AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Alden, 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration^  in  committee  of  the 
whole,  Mr.  Butler  in  the  chair,  of  the  bill  entitled  "  A  bill  to  pro* 
vide  for  the  organization  and  government  of  the  university  of  Mi-> 
chigan,"  and  after  spending  some  time  therein,  the  committee  rose 
and  reported  the  same  to  the  House,  with  sundry  amendments,, 
which  were  concurred  in. 

Said  bill  was  ordered  to  be  er^rossed  and  read  a  third  time  to« 
morrow. 

The  bill  entitled  "  A  bill  to  vacate  the  present  seat  of  justice  of 
the  county  of  Berrien,"  with  sundry  amendments  made  thereto  by 
the  Senate,  was  taken  up  and  concurred  in. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  entitled  ^  A  bill  to  provide  for  the  k^ 
pointment  of  state  printer,  and  to  prescribe  his  powers  and 
duties,"  was  taken  up  and  read  the  first  and  second  time,  and  corn* 
mitted  to  a  select  committee  of  five,  consisting  of  Messrs^  Bing- 
ham, Lothrop,  Ward,  Job  Smith,  Alden. 

The  bill  entitled  "  A  bill  to  extend  Fort  street,  in  the  city  of 
Detroit,  until  it  intersects  the  road  leading  from  the  Detroit  river 
to  Dearbomville,"  with  an  amendment  made  thereto  by  the  Sen- 
ate as  follows,  was  taken  up :  , 

Section  first,  lines  nine  and  ten,  striking  out  the  words  *^  until 
it  shall  intersect  the  road  leading  from  the  Detroit  river  to  Dear- 
bomville,"  and  insert  ^  to  the  south-east  or  lower  line  of  the 
Lafontaine  farm  so  called." 

The  question  being  upon  concurring  in  said  amendment,  it  was 
non-concurred  in. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ward,  a  committee  of  conference  was  ap- 
pointed on  the  above  named  bill,  consisting  of  Messrs*  Brown. 
Ward  and  Herrington. 

The  joint  resolution  from  the  Senate  relative  to  requuing  the 
Attorney  General  to  reside  at  the  seat  gavemment»  was  takoQ  up 
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imd  read  the  first  and  second  time,  and  committed  to  the  commit. 
tee  on  the  judiciary. 

Also  the  joint  resolution  from  the  Senate  for  a  joint  committee 
on  the  subject  of  the  state  penitentiary,  'was  taken  up  and  read. 

Mr.  Lothrop  moved  to  amend  by  striking  out  the  words  **  as 
soon  as  the  twenty-fourth  instant,"  and  insert  the  words  "  at  its 
oext  session"  in  lieu  thereof,  which  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  entitled  ^'  A  bill  authorizing  the  supervisors  of  the 
county  of  Lapeer  to  loan  a  certain  sum  of  money,"  with  sundry 
amendments  made  thereto  by  the  Senate,  was  taken  up,  and  on 
motion,  a  committee  of  conference  was  appointed  on  the  above 
pamed  bill,  consisting  of  Messrs.  McKeen,  McGafiey  and  Shat- 
tuck. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ely,  the  bill  entitled  "  A  bill  to  incorporate 
the  Detroit  and  Pontiac  turnpike  company,"  was  made  the  spe- 
cial order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Mosely  asked  and  obtained  leave  of  absence  for  Mr.  Jos. 
Smith,  for  one  week. 

On  motion,  adjourned, 


Thursday,  February  23. 

The  roll  being  called,  the  following  members  were  absent : 
Messrs.  Alden,  Almy,  Ely,  Finch,  Lee,  Levake,  Monfore,  Mose- 
ly, Ralph,  Thayer. 

Mr.  Cornell  presented  a  petition  from  sundry  inhabitants  of  the 
county  of  Jackson,  for  the  survey  and  establishment  of  a  state 
road  from  Jonesville  to  Grand  river.  Referred  to  the  committee 
on  roads  and  bridges. 

Mr,  Felbh,  from  the  committee  on  enrolment,  reported  as  cor- 
rectly enrolled  the  following  bills :  a  bill  entitled  "  An  act  to  pro- 
vide for  a  geological  survey  of  the  stale."  ^  An  act  to  provide 
for  recording  patents  for  lands,  and  for  other  purposes." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Eldred,  the  following  preamble  and  resohi- 
tion  were  adopted : 

Whereas  complaints  have  been  made  to  members  of  this  House, 
implicating  the  conduct  of  an  of&cer  of  this  House ;  therefore, 

R89f}b)cdt  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  take  cogoisanoe 
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of  said  complaint,  and  report  to  this  House  whether  any  abuses 
have  been  committed  by  any  officer  of  this  House,  affecting  the 
character  of  this  House  or  its  officers. 

The  Chair  announced  the  following  as  said  committee :  Messrs. 
Eldred,  Kingsley,  Wing,  Brown,  Butler. 

The  following  communication  was  received  from  the  Senate 
through  their  secretary : 

•  Mr.  Speaker — In  pursuance  of  the  rules  of  the  Senate,  I  here- 
with transmit  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  a  bill  which  has 
passed  the  Senate,  entitled  "  A  bill  to  alter  the  terms  of  the  circuit 
courts  in  the  first  circuit,"  in  which  the  concurrence  of  the  House 
is  respectfully  requested. 

The  bill  entitled  **  A  bill  to  incorporate  the  Detroit  and  Pontiac 
turnpike  company,"  coming  under  the  special  order  of  the  day, 
was  taken  up,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Lothrop,  the  House  resolved 
itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  Mr.  Felch  in  the  chair,  on 
the  above  named  bills,  and  after  spending  some  time  therein,  the 
committee  rose  and  reported  the  same  to  the  House  with  sundry 
amendments,  which  were  concurred  in.  On  motion,  said  bill  was 
laid  upon  the  table. 

The  following  communication  was  received  from  the  Execu- 
tive through  Mr.  Jackson,  his  private  secretary. 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives : 

I  have  this  day  approved  and  filed  in  the  office  of  the  Secreta- 
ry of  State,  the  following  acts,  viz :  "  An  act  to  provide  for  a  geo- 
logical survey  of  the  state,"  and  "  An  act  to  provide  for  recording 
patents  for  land,  and  for  other  purposes." 

STEVENS  T.  MASON. 

February  23, 1837. 

On  motion,  adjourned.  • 

AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

The  bill  entitled  "  A  bill  in  relation  to  the  last  will  and  testament 
of  Joseph  Salato,"  was  taken  up.  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Kingsley, 
the  House  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  Mr.  Lo- 
throp in  the  chair,  on  the  above  named  bill,  and  after  spending 
some  time  therein,  the  committee  rose  and  repoiled  the  same 
back  to  the  Houae  with  amendments^  which  were  concurred  in. 
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Said  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  engrossed  bill  entitled  **A  bill  authorizing  the  construction 
of  a  ship  canal  around  the  Falls  of  St.  Marie,"  was  taken  up  and 
read  a  third  time ;  the  question  being  upon  its  final  passage,  it 
wasy  on  motion  of  Mr.  Bingham,  decided  by  yeas  and  nays  in 
the  affirmative,  as  follows : 


YEAS. 

Mr.  Finch, 
Mr.  Foote, 
Mr.  Gilbert, 
Mr.  Herrinjton, 
Mr.  Howe, 
Mr.  Heath, 
Mr.  Kellogg, 
Mr.  Kingsley, 
Mr.  King, 
Mr.  Lothrop, 
Mr.  Levake, 

NAYS. 

Mr.  Haskins, 
Mr.  Purdy, 


Mr.  Alden, 

Mr.  Brown, 

Mr.  Burbank, 

Mr.  Butler, 

Mr.  Ballard, 

Mr.  Burke, 

Mr.  Cornell, 

Mr.  Colbath, 

Mr.  Eldred, 

Mr.  Ely, 

Mr.  Felch, 

Mr.  Farrington,  '  94 

Mr.  Bingham, 
Mr.  Cressey, 
Mr.  Ferrington, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Burbank,  the  bill  entitled  "  A  bill  to  incorpo- 
rate the  Detroit  and  Pontiac  turnpike  company,"  was  taken  up 
and  committed  to  a  select  committee  of  three,  consisting  of  Messrs. 
Burbank,  Mosely,  Felch. 

The  engrossed  bill  entitled  **  A  bill  to  authorize  the  people  of 
this  state  to  extinguish,  by  purchase,  the  charter  of  the  Detroit 
and  St  Joseph  railroad  company,  and  for  other  purposes,"  was 
taken  up  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  question  being  upon  its  final  passage,  it  was,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Bingham,  decided  by  yeas  and  nays  in  the  affirmative,  as 
follows : 


Mr.  Munger, 
Mr.  Martin, 
Mr.  McGaffiy, 
Mr.  McKeen, 
Mr.  Mosely, 
Mr.  Job  Smith, 
Mr.  Shattuck^ 
Mr.  Shellhouse, 
Mr.  Wing, 
Mr.  Wisner, 
Mr.  Speaker, 


Mr.  Phillips, 
Mr.  Yerkes, 


Mr.  Alden, 
Mr.  Almy, 
Mr.  Brown, 
Mr.  Burbank, 
Mr.  Butler, 
Mr.  Ballard, 
Mr#  Burke, 


YEAS. 

Mr.  Farrington, 
Mr.  Finch, 
Mr.  Foote, 
Mr.  Gilbert, 
Mr.  Herriogtoo, 
Mr.  Haskins, 
Mr.  Heath, 


Mr.  Levake, 
Mr.  Munger, 
Mr.  Martin, 
Mr.  McGaffey, 
Mr.  McKeen, 
Mr.  Mosely, 
Mr.  Job  Smith, 
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Mr.  Cornell, 
Mr.  Colbath, 
Mr.  Elclred, 
Mr.  Ely, 
Mr.  Felch, 


Mr.  Kellogg, 
Mr.  Kingsley, 
Mr.  King, 
Mr.  Lothrop, 


Mr.  Shellhouse, 
Mr.  Wing, 
Mr.  Wisner, 
Mr.  Speaker^ 


34 


Mr.  Bingham, 
Mr.  Oessey, 
Mr.  Ferrington, 


Mr.  Shattuck, 
Mr.  Yerkes, 


NAYS. 

Mr.  Howe, 
Mr.  Purdy, 
Mr.  Phillips,  8 

Mr.  Felch  moved  to  amend  the  title  of  said  bill  by  substituting  the 
following,  which  was  agreed  to :  ^*  A  bill  to  provide  for  the  con* 
struction  of  certain  works  of  internal  improvement,  and  for  othef 
purposes." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McGaffey,  the  joint  resolution  relative  to  ad* 
journment  was  taken  up* 

The  question  being  on  concurring  in  the  amendment  mad6 
thereto  by  the  Senate,  to  strike  out  the  word  "tenth"  and  insert 
the  word  '*  thirteenth"  in  lieu  thereof. 

Mr.  Alden  moved  to  amend  by  striking  out  the  word  "  tenth** 
and  inssrt  "  twenty-fifth"  in  lieu  thereof;  which,  on  motion  of  Mn 
Lothrop,  was  decided  by  yeas  and  nays  in  the  negative,  as  fol^ 
lows : 


Mr.  Alden, 
Mr.  Almy, 

Mr.  Ely, 

Mr.  Brown, 
Mr.  Bingham, 
Mr.  Burbank, 
Mr.  Butler, 
Mr.  Ballard, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Cressey, 
Mr.  Cornell, 
Mr.  Colbath, 
Mr.  Eldred, 
Mr.  Ferrington, 


YEAS. 

Mr.  Howe, 
Mr.  Levake, 
Mr.  Mosely, 

NAYS. 

Mr.  Felch, 
Mr.  Farrington, 
Mr.  Finch, 
Mr.  Foote, 
Mr.  Gilbert, 
Mr.  Herrington, 
Mr.  Haskins, 
Mr.  Heath, 
Mr.  Kellogg, 
Mr.  Kingsley, 


Mr.  Job  Smith, 
Mr.  Shattuck, 
Mr.  Speaker, 

Mr.  King, 
Mn  Lothrop^ 
Mr.  Munger, 
Mr.  Martin, 
Mr.  McGaffey^ 
Mr.  McKeen* 
Mr.  Purdy, 
Mr.  Phillips, 
Mr.  Shellhouse, 
Mn  Yerkes, 


31 


Mr.  Bingham  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table,  which, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Lothrop,  was  decid<Ml  by  yeas  and  nays  in  the 
negative,  as  follows : 
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Mr.  Alden, 
Mr.  Bingham, 
Mr.  Ely, 
Mr.  Howe, 

Mr,  Almy, 
Mr.  Browii> 
Mr.  Burbank, 
Mr.  Butler, 
Mr.  Ballard, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Cressey, 
Mr.  Cornell, 
Mr.  Colbath, 
Mr.  Eldred, 


YEAS. 

Mr.  Heath, 

Mr.  King, 
Mr.  Levake, 
Mr.  Job  Smith, 

NAYS. 

Mr.  Ferrington, 
Mr.  Folch, 
Mr.  Farrington, 
M '.  Finch, 
M'\  Foote, 
Mr.  Gilbert, 
Mr  Herrington, 
Mr   Hn<jkins, 


Mr.  Shattuck, 
Mr.  Wisner, 
Mr.  Speaker, 


Mr.  Lothrop, 
Mr.  Munger, 
Mr.  Martin, 
Mr.  McGaffejs 
Mr.  McKeen, 
Mr.  Mosely, 
Mr.  Purdy,  , 
Mr.  Phillips, 
Mr.  Shellhouse, 
Mr.  Yerkes, 


11 


Mr.  Kellogg, 

Mr.  Kingsley,  Mr.  Yerkes,  30 

Mr.  McKeen  moved  that  the  resolution  lay  on  the  table  and  be 
made  the  special  order  of  the  day  for  Thursday  next,  which  wt* 
agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Alien,  the  engrossed  bill,  entitled  **  A  bill  to 
provide  for  the  disposition  of  the  university  and  primary  school 
lands,  and  for  other  purposes,''  was  taken  up,  read  a  third  time  and 
passed. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  entitled  "  A  bill  to  alter  the  terms  of 
the  circuit  courts  in  the  first  circuit,"  was  taken  up,  read  the  first 
and  second  time  and  laid  upon  the  tables 

On  motion  of  Mr*  Wisner,  the  House  resolved  itself  into  a  com* 
mittee  of  the  whole,  Mr.  Finch  in  the  chair,  on  the  bill  entitled 
**  A  bill  to  incorporate  the  village  of  Pontiac,"  and  after  spending 
«ome  time  therein,  the  committee  rose  and  reported  progress,  and 
disked  and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wisner,  the  bill,  entitled  "  A  bill  to  incorpo^ 
irate  the  Pontiac  and  Huron  river  canal  company,"  was  taken  up 
and  recommitted  to  a  select  committee  of  three,  consisting  ot 
Messrs.  Wisner,  Butbank,  Felchi 

On  motion,  acljoumedi 


3d 
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Friday^  February  24. 

The  roll  being  called,  the  following  nnembers  were  absent : 
Messrs.  Almy,  Brown,  Ballard,  Cressey,  Heath,  Lee,  Levake, 
Munger,  Martin,  Monfore,  McKeen,  Ralph. 

The  minutes  of  the  previous  day  having  been  read, 

Mr.  Eldred  asked  and  obtained  leave  of  absence  for  Mr.  Brown, 
until  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Wisner  asked  and  obtained  leave  of  absence  for  Mr. 
McGaffey,  for  one  week. 

Mr.  Bingham,  from  the  select  committee  to  which  was  com- 
mitted the  bill  from  the  Senate  entitled  "  A  bill  to  provide  for  the 
appointment  of  state  printer,  and  to  prescribe  his  powers  and 
duties,"  reported  the  same  to  the  House  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Burbank,  from  the  select  committee  to  which  was  com- 
mitted the  bill  entitled  "  A  bill  to  incorporate  the  Detroit  and 
Pontiac  turnpike  company,"  reported  the  same  to  the  House  with 
sundry  amendments. 

Mr.  Felch,  from  the  committee  on  enrolment,  reported  as  cor- 
rectly enrolled  the  following  bills  : 

**  An  act  to  vacate  the  present  seat  of  justice  of  the  county  of 
Berrien,  and  to  establish  the  same  at  the  village  of  Berrien,  in 
said  county." 

"  An  act  to  incorporate  the  village  of  Coldwater,  in  the  county 
of  Branch." 

Mr,  Wisner,  from  the  select  committee  to  which  was  commit- 
ted the  bill  entitled  "  A  bill  to  incorporate  the  Pontiac  and  Huron 
river  canal  company,"  reported  the  same  to  the  House  w  ith  sun- 
dry amendments. 

Mr.  Ely,  from  former  notice  given,  asked  and  obtained  leave 
to  bring  in  a  bill  entitled  "  A  bill  authorizing  the  board  of  super- 
visors of  the  county  of  Allegan  to  borrow  a  sum  of  money  not 
exceeding  fifteen  thousand  dollars,  for  the  erection  of  county 
buildings,"  which  was  read  the  first  and  second  time,  an  \  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Felch,  committed  to  the  committee  on  the  judiciary. 

The  engrossed  bill  entitled  "  A  bill  to  provide  for  taking  ihe 
census,"  was  taken  up,  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  "  A  bill  to  incorporate  the  Detroit  and  Pontiac 
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turnpike  company,"  with  the  annendments  reported  by  the  select 
committee,  was  taken  up,  and  the  amendments  were  concurred  in. 

Mr.  Wisner  moved  to  amend  the  first  section  of  said  bill  by 
striking  out  the  word  *'  thirty"  in  the  sixth  line,  and  insert  "  thir- 
ty-five" in  lieu  thereof,  which  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Burbank  moved  to  amend  by  striking  out  "thirty,"  and  in- 
sert "twenty-five"  in  lieu  thereof,  which,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Calkin,  was  decided  by  yeas  and  nays  in  the  negative,  as  fol- 
lows : 


Mr.  Burbank, 
Mr.  Butler, 

Mr.  Alden, 
Mr.  Almy, 
Mi.  Bingham, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Calkin, 
Mr.  Eldred, 
Mr.  Ely, 
Mr.  Ferrinofton, 


YEAS. 

Mr.  Cressey, 
Mr.  Finch, 

NAYS. 

Mr.  Foote, 
Mr.  Howe, 
Mr.  Haskins, 
Mr.  Kellogg, 
Mr.  King, 
Mr.  Mun^er, 
Mr.  Mosely, 
Mr.  Job  Smith, 


Mr.  Gilbert, 
Mr.  Harrington, 

Mr.  Shattuck, 
Mr.  Shellhouse, 
Mr.  Thayer, 
Mr.  Wing, 
Mr.  Wisner, 
Mr.  Ward, 
Mr.  Yerkes, 
Mr.  Speaker, 


25 


Mr.  Farrington, 

Mr.  Haskins  moved  to  amend  by  striking  out  **  thirty,"  and 
insert  "  twenty"  in  lieu  thereof,  which,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Calkin, 
was  decided  by  yeas  and  nays  in  the  aflu'mative,  as  foljows : 

YEAS. 

Mr.  Farrington, 
Mr.  Foote, 
Mr.  Gilbert, 
Mr.  Howe, 
Mr.  Haskins, 
Mr.  Kellogg, 


Mrl  Alden, 
Mr.  Bingham, 
Mr.  Burbank, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Calkin, 
Mr.  Cornell, 
Mr.  Eldred, 
Mr.  Ferrington, 
Mr.  Felch, 


Mr.  King, 
Mr.  Munger, 
Mr.  Purdy, 

NAYS. 

Mr.  Finch, 
Mr.  Herrington, 


Mr.  Job  Smith, 
Mr.  Shattuck, 
Mr.  Shellhouse, 
Mr.  Thayer, 
Mr.  Wing, 
Mr.  Ward, 
Mr.  Yerkes, 
Mr.  Speaker, 
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Mr.  Mosely, 
Mr.  Wisner, 


Mr.  Almy, 
Mr.  Butler, 
Mr.  Ely, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wisner,  said  bill  was  ordered  to  be  ei^ossed 
and  read  a  third  time. 


25ft  JOURNAL  OF  THF  [Peb.  24. 

The  following  communication  was  received  from  the  Exeeutive 
by  Mr.  Jackson,  his  private  secietary: 

To  tlie  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  r 

In  compliance  with  the  request  of  the  Governor  of  Vermont,  I 
herewith  transmit  to  the  legislature  certain  resolutions  of  the  gen-^ 
cral  assembly  of  that  state^ 

STEVENS  T.  MASON. 

February  24,  1837. 

ExEcuTiTB  Department,  Vermont, 

Montpelier,  Nov.  18,  1836. 

Sir — In  compKance  with  the  request  of  the  general  assembly 

of  this  state,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  the  subjoined  resnlu-* 

tions,  with  the  request  that  they  may  be  communicated  to  the  te-* 

gislature  of  your  state. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

S.  H.  JENISON. 
His  Excellency  tJie  Governor  of  Michigan. 

Resolved  by  tlie  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Vermont,  That 
■either  Congress  nor  the  state  governments  have  any  constitu-* 
lional  right  to  abridge  the  free  expression  of  opinions,  or  the  tirans^ 
mission  of  them  through  the  public  mail. 

Resolved^  That  Congress  do  possess  the  power  to  abolisb 
slavery  and  the  slave  trade  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Resolved,  That  his  excellency,  the  Governor,  be  requested  ta 
transmit  copies  of  the  foregoirg  resolutions  to  the  executive  of 
each  of  the  states,  and  to  each  of  our  senators  and  representa*^ 
tives  in  Congress. 

In  House  of  Representatives,  Nov.  I5>  1836— Resolutions: 
read  and  passed. 

A.  L.  MINER,  Ckrk. 

In  Senate,  Nov.  16,  1836— Read  and  resolved  to  concur^ 

N.  WILLIAMS,  Secretary. 

Mr.  Wisncr  moved  that  the  message  and  accompanying  rcso-^ 
lutions  be  committed  to  a  select  committee  of  three. 

Mr.  Ward  moved  to  amend  by  indefinitely  postponing  the 
ooosideration  of  the  above  resolution,  which,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
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Wisner,  was  decided  by  yeas  and  nays  in  the  affirmative,  as 
follows : 


YEAS. 

Mr.  Felch, 
Mr.  Farrington, 
Mr.  Herrington, 
Mr.  Howe, 
Mr.  Kellogg, 
Mt.  King, 
Mr.  Munfrer, 
Mr.  McKeen, 
Mr.  Mosely, 

NAYS. 

Mr.  Gilbert, 
Mr.  Haskins, 


Mr.  Purdy, 
Mr.  Job  Smith, 
Mr.  Shattuck, 
Mr,  Shellhouse, 
Mr.  Thayer, 
Mr.  Wing, 
Mr.  Ward, 
Mr.  Yerkes, 
Mr.  Speaker, 


Sir.  Phillips, 
Mr.  Wisner, 


Mr.  Alden, 

Mr.  Almy, 

Mr.  Binsfham, 

Mr.  Butler, 

Mr.  Burke, 

Mr.  Calkin, 

Mr.  Cornell, 

Mr.  C^olbath, 

Mr.  Eldred,  Mr.  Moselv,  Mr.  Speaker,         28 

Mr.  Ferrington, 

Mr.  Ely, 
Mr.  Finch, 
Mr.  Foote, 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  entitled  *•  A  bill  to  alter  the  term  of 
the  circuit  courts  in  the  first  circuit,''  was  taken  up,  read  a  third 
time  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ward, 

The  H  )use  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  Mr. 
Felch  in  the  chair,  on  the  bill  entitled  '*  A  bill  to  provide  for  the 
disposition  of  the  university  and  primary  school  lands,  and  for 
other  purposes,^  and  after  spending  some  time  therein,  the  con>- 
mittee  rose  and  reported  progress,  and  asked  and  obtained  leave 
to  sit  again. 

On  motion,  adjourned. 

AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

Mr.  Butler  asked  and  obtained  leave  of  absence  for  Mr. 
Ballard. 

Mr.  Farrington  asked  and  obtained  leave  of  absence  for  Messrs. 
Felch  and  Wing,  until  Monday  next. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Alden, 

The  House  took  up  the  bill  entitled  ^  A  bill  to  vacate  the  seat 
of  justice  of  Branch  county,  and  to  establish  the  same  at  Coldwa- 
ter  village,  in  said  county." 

Alsoy  moved  to  amend  the  third,  fourth  and  fifth  sections,  by 
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striking  out  the  words  "  two  thirds"  where  it  occurs,  and  insert 
**a  majority"  in  lieu  thereof,  which  was  agreed  to. 

Also  to  annend  the  fourth  section  by  striking  out  the  word 
*•  November"  in  the  third  line,  and  insert  **  April"  in  lieu  thereof^ 
which  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Alden,  said  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed, 
and  read  a  third  time  to-day. 

The  engrossed  bill  as  above  being  under  consideration,  was 
read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  Butler  moved  to  amend  the  title  of  said  bill  by  substituting 
the  following :  ^  A  bill  to  establish  the  seat  of  justice  of  Branch 
county." 

The  question  being  on  the  adoption  of  the  above  amendment, 
it  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  McKeen,  decided  by  yeas  and  nays  in 
the  affirmative,  as  follows : 


YEAS. 

Mr.  Finch, 
Mr.  Foote, 
Mr.  Gilbert, 
Mr.  Howe, 
Mr.  Hawkins, 
Mr.  Kellogg, 
Mr.  King, 
Mr.  Munger, 


Mr.  McKeen, 
Mr.  Purdy, 
Mr.  Phillips, 
Mr.  Job  Smith, 
Mr.  Shattuck, 
Mr.  Shellhouse, 
Mr.  Wisner, 
Mr.  Speaker, 


Mr.  Alden,       • 

Mr.  Almy, 

Mr.  Burbank, 

Mr.  Butler, 

Mr.  Burke, 

Mr.  Calkin, 

Mr.  Cornell, 

Mr.  Eldred, 

Mr.  Fhirrington,  ^  25 

NAYS. 
Mr.  Herrington,  1 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wisner, 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration,  in  committee  of  the 
whole,  Mr.  Finch  in  the  chair,  of  the  bill  entitled  "  A  bill  to  in- 
corporate the  village  of  Pontiac,"  and  after  spending  some  time 
therein,  the  committee  rose  and  reported  there  was  not  a  quonun 
of  members  present 

On  motion,  adjourned. 
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Saturday f  February  25. 

The  roll  being  called,  the  following  members  were  absent: 
Messrs.  Almy,  Bingliam,  Ballard,  Martin,  Monfore,  McKeen, 
Purdy,  Yerkes, 

The  minutes  of  the  previous  day  having  been  read, 

Mr.  Kellogg  asked  and  obtained  leave  of  absence  for  Mr. 
Kingsley,  until  Monday  next 

Mr.  Lothrop  asked  and  obtained  leave  of  absence  for  Mr. 
Cressey,  until  Tuesday  next. 

Mr.  Howe  ofiered  the  following  resolution : 

Resolvedy  That  the  select  commiitee  to  which  was  referred  a 
resolution  to  inquire  into  certain  charges  against  an  officer  of  this 
House,  be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  tlie  sub- 
ject. 

The  question  being  upon  the  adoption  of  the  above  resolution, 
it  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Butler,  decided  by  yeas  and  nays  in 
the  negative,  as  follows : 

YEAS. 

Mr.  Levake, 
Mr.  Munger, 
Mr.  Job  Smith, 


Mr.  Alden, 
Mr.  Howe, 
Mr.  Kellogg, 
Mr.  King, 


Mr.  Shattuck, 
Mr.  Wisner, 
Mr.  Ward, 


10 


Mr.  Burbank, 
Mr.  Butler, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Calkin, 
Mr.  Cornell, 
Mr.  Colbath, 
Mr.  Eldred, 


NAYS. 

Mr.  Farrington» 
Mr.  Finch, 
Mr.  Foote, 
Mr.  Gilbert 
Mr.  Herrington, 
Mr.  HasUns, 


Mr.  Lee, 
Mr.  Lothrop, 
Mr.  McKeen, 
Mr.  Phillips, 
Mr.  Shellhouse, 
Mr.  Thayer, 
Mr.  Speaker, 


21 


Mr.  Heath, 

Mr.  McKeen  moved  for  a  reconsideration  of  the  vote  taken 
yesterday  on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  entitled  **  A  bill  to  es- 
tablish the  seat  of  justice  of  Branch  county.'' 

The  question  beuig  upon  reconsidering,  it  was,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Lothrop,  decided  by  yeas  and  nays  in  the  negative,  as  fol- 
lows: 

YEAS. 

Mr.  Burke,  Mr.  HerringtcHi,        Mr.  Job  Smith, 

Mr.  Cornell,  Mr.  Heath,  Mr.  Shellhouse, 
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Mr.  Colbalh, 
Mr.  Eldred, 
Mr.  Ferrington, 
Mr.  Farrington, 


Mr.  Lothrop, 
Mr.  McKeen, 
Mr.  Phillips, 


Mr.  Thayer, 
Mr.  Ward, 
Mr.  Speaker, 


16 


NAYS. 

Mr.  Foote, 
Mr.  Gilbert, 
Mr.  Howe, 
Mr.  Haskins, 
Mr.  Kellogg, 


Mr.  King, 


Mr.  JLee, 

Mr*  Munger, 
Mr.  Shattuck, 
Mr.  Wisner, 


Mr.  Alden, 

Mr.  Almy, 

Mr.  Butler, 

Mr.  Calkin, 

Mr.  Ely,  _. 

Mr.  Finch,  16 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ely, 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  T^hole,  Mn 
Almy  in  the  chair,  on  the  bill  entitled  **  A  bill  to  incorporate  the 
Gibraltar  and  Clinton  railroad  company,"  and  after  spending  some 
lime  therein,  the  committee  rose  and  reported  progress,  and  asked 
and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 

Mr.  Lothrop  presented  a  remonstrance  from  Moses  Botherton 
and  others,  of  Calhoun  county,  remonstrating  against  the  prayer 
of  a  petition  from  Horace  Brace  and  others.  Read  and  laid  up 
on  the  table. 

The  following  communication  was  received  from  the  Execu- 
tive by  Mr.  Jackson,  his  private  secretary  : 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives : 

I  have  this  day  approved  and  filed  in  the  office  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  the  following  acts,  viz :  "  An  act  to  vacate  the 
present  seat  of. justice  of  the  county  of  Berrien,  and  to  establish 
the  same  at  the  village  of  Berrien,  in  said  county  :"  **  An  act  to 
incorporate  the  village  of  Coldwater,  in  the  county  of  Branch  f 
and  "  An  act  to  alter  the  terms  of  the  circuit  courts  in  the  first 
circuit.** 

STEVENS  T.  MASON- 
Feb.  25,  1837. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mosely,  the  engrossed  bill  entitled  "  A  bill 
to  incorporate  the  Detroit  and  Pontiac  turnpike  company,**  was 
taken  up  and  read  a  third  time. 

On  motion,  adjourned  to  Monday  at  10  o'clock  A.  Mi 
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Monday,  February  27. 

The  roll  being  called,  the  following  members  were  absent : 

Messrs.  Bingham,  Burbank,  Ballard,  Felch,  Foote,  Haskins, 
Kingsley,  Levake,  Munger,  Monfore,  McGaffey,  Mosely,  Purdyf 
Phillips,  Jos.  Smith,  Wing,  Wisner. 

The  journal  of  the  previous  day  having  been  read,  Mr.  Cres- 
sey  announced  the  death  of  the  Hon.  Ezra  Convis,  of  Calhoun, 
as  follows : 

Mr.  Speaker — It  is  with  the  most  painful  emotions  that  I 
announce  to  this  House  one  of  those  afflicting  dispensations  of 
Providence,  in  which  it  is  difficult  to  acquiesce,  however  confi- 
dently we  may  believe  that  **  whatever  is,  is  right." 

Our  late  and  highly  esteemed  associate,  the  Hon.  Ezra  Convis, 
departed  this  life  at  half-past  nine  o'clock  this  morning. 

Were  his  character  not  so  extensively  known  and  so  justly 
appreciated,  I  would  pay  a  parting  tribute  to  his  memory ;  but, 
sir,  upon  this  floor,  where  his  talents  as  a  statesman  have  com- 
manded him  respect,  and  his  virtues  as  a  man  have  won  him  con- 
fidence, no  eulogy  is  necessary. 

While  we  lament  the  loss  of  our  friend,  let  us  treasure  up  his 
many  excellent  qualities,  and  keep  them  constantly  before  us  as 
patterns,  worthy  of  imitation ;  and  let  this  melancholy  event 
deeply  impress  upon  our  minds  the  solemn  truth,  that  even  in  the 
meridian  of  our  days,  it  is  but  a  single  step  to  that,  bourne  from 
whence  no  traveller  returns. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Alden, 

Resolved,  That  in  testimony  of  our  respect  for  the  memory  of 
Gen.  Ezra  Convis,  late  a  member  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, who  departed  this  life  this  morning,  the  members  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  will  wear  the  usual  badge  of  mourning 
during  the  remainder  of  the  session. 

R/Moloedy  That  the  members  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
will  attend  the  funeratl  of  the  deceased  to-mofrow  afternoon  at 
half-past  two  o'clock. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  members  be  appointed  to 
superintend  the  funeral  of  the  deceased. 

Resdoed,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  inform 
the  Senate  of  the  death  of  the  Hon.  Ezra  Convis,  late  a  member 

3d 


258  JOURNAL  OF  THE  [March  u 

of  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  transmit  a  copy  of  the 
above  resolutions  to  that  body. 

Resolved,  That  when  this  House  adjourn,  it  will  adjourn  to 
meet  at  two  o'clock  to-morrow  afternoon,  to  attend  the  funeral  of 
the  deceased. 

The  Chair  annotmced  the  following  committees  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  the  above  resolutions  : 

Messrs.  Alden,  I^otlirop,  Ward,  Cressey,  Mosely,  committee  of 
arrangement. 

Committee  to  wait  on  the  Senate :  Messrs.  Finch,  Almy,  Cal- 
kin. 

On  motion,  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  two  o'clock  P.  M. 


Tuesday,  February  28. 
The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  and  after  attending 
tlie  funeral  of  the  late  Ezra  Convis, 
Adjourned. 


Wednesday,  March  1. 

The  roll  being  called,  the  following  members  were  absent : 

Messrs.  Ballard,  Cressey,  Haskins,  Heath,  Martin,  Moofore, 
McGafTey,  McKeen,  Jos.  Smith  and  Wisner. 

The  journal  of  the  previous  day  having  been  read,  the  follow- 
ing petitions,  &c.,  were  presented  and  severally  referred : 

By  Mr.  Lothrop, 

A  petition  from  Levi  Kiikum  and  others,  inhabitants  of  Eaton 
county,  for  the  location  of  the  state  penitentiary  at  Bellevue.  Re- 
ferred to  the  committee  on  state  prisons. 

By  Mr.  Ralph, 

A  petition  from  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Hillsdale, 
praying  for  the  organization  of  a  town,  &c.  Referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  the  organization  of  towns  and  counties. 

Also,  presented  a  remonstrance  from  sundry  inhabitants  against 
the  organization  of  a  certain  town.    Referred  as  above. 

By  Mr.  Felch, 
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Sundry  claims  from  Leander  Hill  and  others,  for  their  services 
in  supporting  the  supremacy  of  the  laws.  Referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  claims. 

By  Mr.  Almy, 

A  remonstrance  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  Ionia  county,  against 
dividing  the  township  of  Ionia.  Referred  to  die  committee  on 
the  organization  of  towns  and  counties. 

Also,  a  petition  of  James  Anderson  and  Edward  H.  Macy,  for 
liberty  to  erect  a  dam  in  the  Thorn  Apple  river.  Referred  to 
the  committee  on  internal  imprj\ement 

By  Mr.  Cornell, 

A  petition  from  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Jackson, 
for  the  organization  of  a  certain  township.  Refened  to  the  com- 
mittee on  the  organization  of  towns  and  counties. 

Mr.  Thayer  presented  the  following  communication,  which 
after  being  read,  on  motion,  the  latter  branch  of  the  communica- 
tion was  referred  to  committee  on  ways  and  means. 

Detroity  February  23,  1837. 

Dear  Sir. — The  commissioners  have  reported  in  favor  of  the 
allowance  of  my  account,  $S98.  As  the  account  is  for  money 
loaned  or  advanced,  by  your  request,  to  purchase  supplies  for  the 
Toledo  expedition,  it  therefore  seems  to  me,  that  the  amount 
should  be  returned  with  interest.  If  this  should  be  your  opinion, 
you  W\\\  confer  a  favor  by  recommending  an  appropriation  to 
pay  the  interest  from  tlie  thirty-first  of  August,  1835,  the  time 
I  delivered  the  money,  until  paid. 

Respectfully  your  friend,  and  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  JONES. 

H:s  Excellency y  S.  T.  Mason,  Gcvemar  of  Michigan, 

There  is  in  my  store-house  seventeen  boxes  of  arms  belonging 
to  the  state.  Transportation  and  storage,  869  20.  They  are 
near  the  river,  and  of  course  not  the  best  place  for  arms.  By  re- 
commending an  appropriation  to  pay  the  charges  and  their  remo^ 
val,  you  will  greatly  oblige 

D.  G.  JONES. 

Mr.  Calkm  asked  and  obtained  leave  of  absence  for  Mr. 
Haskins. 

Mr.  Mosely  asked  and  obtained  leave  of  absence  for  Mr« 
Wisner* 
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Mr.  Finch  asked  and  obtained  leave  of  absence  for  Mr^ 
Cressey. 

Mr.  Ward  asked  and  obtained  leave  of  absence  for  Mr.  Hous- 
ton, sergeant-at-arms,  during  the  remainder  of  the  session. 

Mr.  Ely,  from  the  committee  on  internal  improvement  to  which 
was  committed  the  bill  entitled  "  A  bill  granting  to  Norman  Nash 
and  Nicholas  Ayrault  the  right  to  keep  and  maintain  a  ferry 
across  the  St.  Clair  river,"  reported  the  same  to  the  House. 

Also  made  the  following  report,  which,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Bur- 
bank,  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

The  committee  on  internal  improvement  have  had  several  pe- 
titions for  railroads  under  crn^i deration,  and  have  instructed  their 
chairman  to  make  tlie  following 

RKPORT: 

The  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  St.  Cfair  and  Macomb 
counties,  for  the  extension  of  the  St.  Clair  and  Romeo  railroad 
to  Grand  river,  and  the  petition  from  sundry  inhabitants  of  St^ 
Clair  county,  for  a  railroad  from  Black  river»  ip  the  county  of 
St  Clair,  to  Grand  river.  Your  committee  believe  it  is  inexpedi- 
ent to  have  further  action  by  the  legislature  at  its  present  session. 
They  therefore  ask  to  be  discharged  from  further  consideration 
of  the  above  named  petitions  during  the  present  session  of  the 

legislature. 

E.  ELY,  Chairman. 

Mr.  Almy,  from  the  committee  on  roads  and  bridges,  to  which 
was  committed  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "  A  bill  to  lay 
out  a  state  road  from  Ypsilanti  to  Ridgeway,"  reported  the  same 
to  die  House  without  amendment. 

Also,  reported  a  bill  entitled  "  A  bill  appointing  commissioners 
to  lay  out  and  establish  certain  state  roads,"  which  was  read  the 
first  and  second  time  and  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Wing  gave  notice  that  he  should,  at  some  future  time,  ask 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  vacate 
the  present  seat  of  justice  of  the  county  of  Berrien,  and  to  estab* 
lish  the  same  at  the  village  of  Barrien,  in  said  county." 

Mr.  Mosely,  from  former  notice  given,  asked  and  obtained  leave 
to  bring  in  a  bill  entitled  "A  bill  to  incorporate  the  Saginaw  and 
Genesee  railroad  company,"  which  was  read  the  first  and  second 
lyne  and  committed  to  the  camniittae  on  iotr^^l  i^orove;' 
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The  engrossed  bill  entitled  "  A  bill  in  relation  to  the  last  will  and 
testament  of  Joseph  Salato/'  was  taken  up,  read  a  third  time  and 
passed. 

The  engrossed  bill  entitled  **  A  bill  to  provide  for  the  organiza- 
tion and  government  of  the  university  of  Michigan,"  was  taken 
up,  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

The  engrossed  bill  entitled  *' A  bill  to  incorporate  theDetrrit 
and  Pontiac  turnpike  company,"  was  taken  up  and  read  a  third 
time.  The  question  being  upon  its  final  passage,  it  was  decided 
by  yeas  and  nays  in  the  afBrmative,  as  follows: 


Mr.  Alden, 
Mr.  Almy, 
Mr.  Brown, 
Mr.  Barbanki 
Mr.  Butler, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Cornell, 
Mr.  Oolb:.th, 
Mr.  Eldred, 
Mr.  Ely, 
Mr.  Felch, 
Mr.  Farrington, 
Mr.  Finch, 


YEAS. 

Mr.  Foote, 
Mr.  Gilbert, 
Mr.  Herrington, 
Mr.  Howe, 
Mr.  Heath, 
Mr.  Kellogg, 
Mr.  Kingsley, 
Mr.  King, 
Mr.  Lee, 
Mr.  Lothrop, 
Mr.  Martin, 
Mr.  McKeen, 


Mr.  Mosely, 
Mr.  Purdv^ 
Mr.  Phillips, 
Mr.  Ralph, 
Mr.  Job  Smith, 
Mr.  Shattuck, 
Mr.  Shellhouse, 
Mr.  Wing, 
Mr.  Wisner, 
Mr.  Ward, 
Mr.  Yerkes, 
Mr.  Speaker, 


87 


Mr.  Calkin, 


NAYS.  V 

Mr.  Levake,  2 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bingham,  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled 
**  A  bill  to  provide  for  the  appointment  of  state  printer,  and  to 
prescribe  his  powers  and  duties,"  ^as  taken  up,  and  the  House 
rssolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  on  said  bill,  Mr. 
Ely  in  the  chair,  and  af:er  spending  some  time  therein,  the  com- 
mittee rose  and  reported  the  same  to  the  House  with  sundry 
amendments,  which  were  concurred  in.  Said  bill  having  been 
read  a  third  time,  was  passed. 

The  following  communication  was  received  from  the  Senate 
through  their  secretary : 

Mr.  Speaker — In  pursuance  of  the  rules  of  the  Senate,  I  have 
been  directed  to  inform  the  House  of  Representatives,  that  the 
Senate  have  receded  from  the  amendment  made  to  the  bill  from 
the  House  of  Representatives,  entitled  "A  bill  to  extend  Fort  street, 
in  the  city  of  Detroit,  until  it  intersects  the  road  leading  from  J)e^ 
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troit  river  to  Dearbomville;**^!  also  herewith  transmit  a  jdnt  reso* 
lutioQ  which  has  passed  the  Senate,  entitled  '*A  resolution  au- 
thorizing a  loan  to  the  Detroit  and  St  Joseph  railroad  company," 
in  which  the  concurrence  of  the  House  is  respectfully  requested. 

The  joint  resolution  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "A  resolution  au- 
thorizing a  loan  to  the  Detroit  and  St  Joseph  railroad  company,'' 
was  taken  up  and  read  the  first  and  second  time. 

Mr.  Lothrop  moved  the  suspension  of  the  fourth  rule. 

Mr.  Felch  moved,  as  an  amendment,  that  the  resolution  be  re^ 
ferred  to  the  committee  on  internal  improvement,  which  was 
negatived. 

The  question  recurring  on  the  suspension  of  the  rule,  it  was» 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Whipple,  decided  by  yeas  and  nays  in  the  nega- 
tive, as  follows : 

YEAS. 

Mr.  Howe, 
Mr.  Kelloffg, 
Mr.  Kingsley, 
Mr.  Lothrop, 
Mr.  Levake, 
Mr.  Munger, 
Mr.  Martin, 

NAYS. 

Mr.  Felch, 
Mr.  Farrington, 
Mr.  Finch, 
Mr.  Foote, 
Mr.  Gilbert, 
Mr.  Heath, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Felch,  the  resolution  was  laid  upon  the  table, 
and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Cornell,  was  made  the  special  order  of  the- 
day  for  to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lothrop,  the  House  resumed  the  considera- 
tion, in  committee  of  the  wh61e,  Mr.  Almy  in  the  chair,  of  the' 
bill  entitled  "A  bill  to  incorporate  the  Gibraltar  an  J  Clinton  rail-. 
road  company,"  and  after  spending  some  time  therein,  the  com- 
mittee rose  and  reported  the  same  to  the  House  with  siundrjr 
amendments,  which  were  concurred  in. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Finch,  said  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading. 

On  motion^  adjourned. 


Mr.  Almy, 
Mr.  Brown, 
Mr.  Bingham, 
Mr.  Eldred, 
Mr.  Ely, 
Mr.  Ferrington, 
Mr.  Herrington, 

Mr.  Burbank, 
Mr.  Butler, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Calkin, 
Mr.  Cornell, 
Mr.  Colbath, 


Mr.  Mosely,. 
Mr.  Purdv, 
Mr.  Job  Smith, 
Mr.  Thayer, 
Mr.  Ward, 
Mr.  Speaker, 


Mr.  Kinff, 
Mr.  McKeen, 
Mr.  Phillips, 
Mr.  Ralph, 
Mr.  Wing, 
Mr.  Yerkes, 


2a 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  Lothrop,  the  House  resumed  the  considera- 
tion, in  committee  of  the  whole,  Mr.  Finch  in  the  chair,  of  the  bill 
entitled  *•  A  bill  to  incorporate  the  village  of  Pontiac,''  and  after 
spending  some  time  therein,  the  committee  rose  and  reported  the 
same  to  the  House  with  sundry  amendments,  which  were  concur- 
red in. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Burbank,  said  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engross- 
ed  for  a  third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ward,  the  House  resumed  the  consideration, 
in  committee  of  the  whole,  Mr.  Felch  in  the  chair,  of  the  bill  en- 
titled **  A  bill  to  provide  for  the  disposition  of  the  university  and 
primary  school  lands  and  for  other  purposes,"  and  after  spending 
some  time  therein,  the  committee  rose  and  reported  the  same  to 
the  House  with  sundry  amendments,  which  were  concurred  in. 

Mr.  Ward  moved  to  amend  the  eleventh  and  twelfth  sections 
of  said  bill  by  substituting  the  following : 

Sec.  11.  The  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  is  hereby 
authorized  and  instructed  to  grant  to  the  purchaser  or  purchasers 
of  any  lands  sold  under  and  by  virtue  of  the  provisions  of  this  act, 
a  certificate  which  shall  describe  the  lands  sold,  the  consideration 
paid  therefor,  the  terms  of  payment,  and  generally  the  terms  of 
contract,  which  certificate  the  said  Superintendent  shall  sign  and 
deliver  to  the  purchaser  or  purchasers  aforesaid,  reserving  a  du- 
plicate of  the  same ;  and  which  certificate  shall  entitle  the  said  pur- 
chaser or  purchasers,  his  or  their  assignee  or  assignees  to  a  pa- 
tent for  the  lands  so  purchased,  when  the  terms  of  the  contract 
shall  have  been  fulfilled ;  and  the  Governor  of  the  state  shall  sign 
and  cause  to  be  issued  patents  for  said  lands,  upon  the  delivery  of 
the  certificate  aforesaid,  with  the  further  certificate  of  the  said 
Superintendent  that  tli^  land^  described  in  said  first  mentioned 
certificate  have  been  paid  for,  and  that  the  terms  of  the  contract  of 
sale  have  in  all  things  been  fulfilled. 

Sec.  12.  The  state  shall  not  be  deemed  to  have  divested  itself 
of  the  legal  estate  in  and  to  any  of  said  lands  until  a  patent  shall 
issue  therefor,  punumtto  the  provisions  of  the  preceding  section 
of  this  act ;  and  in  case  of  th3  non-fi.lfil.nent,  by  the  purchaser,  of 
the  terms  of  the  contract  of  sale,  to  be  set  forth  and  stated  in  the 
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certificate  authorized  to  be  granted  to  and  by  the  said  preceding 
section,  the  said  contract  shall  become  absolutely  void ;  and  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction,  in 
the  name  of  the  state,  to  re-enter  in  and  upon  the  lands  described 
in  said  certificate,  and  to  expel  therefrom  all  persons,  and  to  make 
resale  of  said  lands,  pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  this  act ;  and 
further,  all  grants  and  conveyances  of  any  of  said  lands,  made  by 
any  purchaser  thereof,  before  said  patent  shall  issue,  shall  be  void 
as  against  the  state. 

Mr.  Alden  moved  as  an  amendment  to  the  amendment,  to  insert 
after  the  word  "  required,"  in  the  first  line  of  the  eleventh  section^ 
the  following :  "  to  execute  to  the  purchaser  thereof,  a  good  and 
sufficient  deed  in  his  name  of  o.lice,  of  the  lands  which  shall  be 
sold  under  the  provisions  of  this  act." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wing,  the  bill  and  amendments  were  re- 
committed to  the  committee  on  the  judiciary,  with  instructions  ta 
incorporate  the  above  amendments  ii)  said  bill. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Butler,  the  House  resolved  itself  into  a  com- 
mittee of  the  whole,  Mr.  Alden  in  the  chair,  on  the  following  bills: 
A  bill  entitled  "  A  bill  to  vacate  the  present  seat  of  justice  of  the 
county  of  Hillsdale,  and  providing  for  a  relocation  of  the  same ;" 
*•  A  bill  to  repeal  certain  acts ;"  and  afier  spending  some  time 
therein,  the  committee  rose  and  reported  the  first  named  bill  to  the 
House  with  an  amendment,  to  strike  out  all  after  the  enacting 
clause,  which  was  concurred  in. 

Also,  reported  progress  on  the  last  named  bill,  and  asked  and 
obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 

The  following  communication  was  received  from  the  Senate 
through  their  secretary : 

Mr.  Speaker — I  am  directed  by  the  Senate  to  inform  the  House 
of  Representatives,  that  the  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  committee  of  conference  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  on 
the  disagreement  between  the  two  houses,  on  the  bill  entitled  "  A 
bill  to  authorize  the  supervisors  of  the  county  of  Lapeer  to  loan  a 
certain  sum  of  money,"  and  that  Messrs.  Manning,  Clark  and  Da- 
vis have  been  appointed  said  con^mittee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate* 

On  motion,  adjourned. 
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The  roll  being  called,  the  following  members  were  absent : 
Messrs.  Ballard,  Levake,  Martin,  Monfore,  McGaffey,  Purdy, 
Job  Smith,  Thayer. 

The  journal  of  the  previous  day  having  been  read, 

Mr,  Lee  preisented  a  petition  from  Daniel  Thompson,  jailer  of 
Wayne  county,  for  increase  of  fees.  Referred  to  the  committee 
oa  claims. 

Mr.  Eldred,  from  the  committee  on  ways  and  means,  to  which 
was  committed  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "  A  bill  tp  furnish 
each  organized  county  with  a  complete  set  of  weights  and  mea* 
sures,"  reported  the  same  to  the  House  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Finch  laid  upon  the  table  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
State  of  Michigan^  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  state  e,  and  he 
is  hereby,  authorized  to  loan  on  the  order  of  the  Governor,  the 
president  and  directors  of  the  Erie  and  Kalamazoo  railroad  com- 
pany, the  sum  of  twenty  thousand  dollars,  out  of  the  five  per 
cent,  fund,  at  a  rate  of  seven  per  cent,  interest,  for  the  period  of 
three  months,  upon  such  security  as  the  Auditor  General  may 
deem  ample  and  satisfactory. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Farrington, 

Resolved^  That  the  committee  on  equalization  of  taxes,  inquire 
Into  the  propriety  of  enacting  that  every  person  subject  to  work 
on  the  highways,  shall  work  the  whole  number  of  days  they 
shall  be  so  assessed,  or  commute  for  the  same,  at  the  rate  of^ 
one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  for  each  day. 

The  joint  resolution  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "  A  resolution  au- 
thorizing a  loan  to  the  Detroit  and  St.  Joseph  railroad  company,** 
^coming  under  the  special  order  of  the  day,  was  taken  up. 

The  question  being  upon  its  third  reading,  Mr,  Felch  moved 
that  the  special  order  of  the  day  be  postponed  until  Monday  next, 
which  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Bingham,  decided  by  yeas  and  nays 
in  the  negative,  &s  follows : 

YEAS. 

Mr.  Almy,  Mr.  Felch,  Mr.  McKeen, 

Mr.  Burbank,  M  .  Fa  ring  on,         Mr.  Phillips, 

Mr.  Burke,  M;.  Fiixh,  Mr.  Ralph, 

34 
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Mr.  Calkin, 
Mr.  Colbath, 

Mr.  Alden, 
Mr.  Brown, 
Mr.  Bingham, 
Mr.  Butler, 
Mr.  Cornell, 
Mr.  Eldred, 
Mr.  Ely, 
Mr.  Ferrington, 
Mr.  Herrin'^ton, 


Mr.  Foote, 
Mr.  Gilbert, 

NAYS. 

Mr.  Howe, 
Mr.  Heath, 
Mr.  Kellogg, 
Mr.  Kingsley, 
Mr.  King, 
Mr.  Lee, 
i\Ir.  Lothrop, 
Mr.  Levake, 


Mr.  Shellhouse, 
Mr.  Wisner, 

Mr.  Munger, 
Mr.  Mosely, 
Mr.  Purdy, 
Mr.  Job  Smith, 
Mr.  Shattuck, 
Mr.  Ward, 
Mr.  Yerkes, 
Mr.  Speaker, 


15 


25 

Mr.  Mosely  moved  to  amend  the  same  by  inserting  the  follow- 
ing proviso  at  the  close  of  the  rcsfJution,  which  was  agreed  to : 

Provif!ed,  That  the  Auditor  General  shall  be  required  to  take  as 
such  security  such  acceptance  or  acceptances  as  the  bank  in 
which  said  money  is  now  deposited  shall  approve  of,  and  place  to 
the  credit  of  the  state. 

SaiJ  resolution  as  amended,  having  been  read  a  third  time,  the 
question  being  upon  its  adoption,  it  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Felcb# 
decided  by  yeas  and  nays  in  the  affirmative,  as  follows : 


YEAS. 

Mr.  Finch, 
Mr.  Foote, 
Mr.  Herri njton, 
Mr.  Howe, 
Mr.  Heath, 
Mr.  Kellogg, 
Mr.  Kingsley, 
Mr.  King, 
Mr.  Lee, 
Mr.  Lothrop, 
Mr.  Levake, 

NAYS. 

Mr.  Gilbert, 
Mr.  McKeen, 


Mr.  Alden, 

Mr.  A I  my, 

Mr.  Brown, 

Mr.  Bingham, 

Mr.  Butler, 

Mr.  Burke, 

Mr.  Calkin, 

Mr.  Cornell, 

Mr.  Eldred, 

Mr.  Eiv, 

Mr.  Ferrington,  Mr.  Levake,  32 

Mr.  Burbank, 

Mr.  Felch, 

Mr.  Farrington,  7 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Felch,  the  joint  resolution  relative  to  at^jounh 
menl,  with  an  amendment  made  thereto  by  the  Senate,  was  taken 
up. 

Mr.  Ward  moved  to  amend  the  amendment,  by  striking  out 
*•  thirteenth"  and  insert  **  twentieth"  in  lieu  thereof. 


Mr.  Munger, 
Mr.  Mosely, 
Mr.  Purdy, 
Mr.  Ralph, 
Mr.  Job  Smith, 
Mr.  Shattuck, 
Mr.  Shellho-.>d, 
Mr.  Ward, 
Mr.  YerkcF. 
Mr.  Speaker, 


Mr.  Phillips 
Mr.  Wisnei , 


•r 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  Eldred,  said  resolution  and  amendment  were 
laid  upon  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Burbank,  the  bill  entitled  "  A  bill  to  incorpo- 
rate the  Pontiac  and  Huron  river  canal  company."  with  an  amend-< 
ment  thereto,  reported  by  the  select  committee,  was  taken  up  and 
the  amendment  concurred  in. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wisner,  said  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engross- 
ed and  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Burbank,  the  engrossed  bill  entitled  **  A  bill 
amendatory  to  an  act  entitled  *An  act  to  provide  for^the  assess- 
ment and  collection  of  township  and  county  taxes,' "  was  taken  up 
and  read  a  third  time. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bingham,  said  bill  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ralph, 

Tlie  House  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  Mr. 
Bingliam  in  the  chair,  on  the  following  bills :  "  A  bill  granting  to 
Thjmas  Palmar,  James  McClannan  and  Daniel  Lockwood,  the 
righl  to  keep  and  maintain  a  ferry  across  the  St.  Clair  river,  at 
the  village  of  Palmer  f  **  A  bill  to  organize  certain  townships  ;" 
and  after  spending  some  time  therein,  the  comrnUtee  rose  and  re- 
port:;d  the  same  to  the  House  with  sundry  amendments,  which 
were  concurred  in. 

On  motion,  said  bills  were  laid  upon  the  table. 

The  followins:  communication  was  received  from  the  Senate 
through  their  secretary : 

Mr.  Speaker — The  Senate  have  passed  bills  of  the  following 
title?,  viz:  "A  bill  to  provide  for  the  election  of  justices  of  the 
peace  in  newly  organized  townships,  and  for  other  purposes ;" 
♦*  A  bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled  *  An  act  to  provide  for  the  in- 
spection of  certain  articles  therein  mentioned:*"  **  A  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Martin  Story,  A.  H.  Stowell  and  N.  B.  Carpenter;"  and 
^  A  bill  to  authorize  and  regulate  limited  partnerships,"  in  which 
the  concurrence  of  the  House  of  Representatives  is  respectfully 
Requested. 

On  motion,  adjourned. 
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The  Chair  presented  the  following  communication,  which,  oa 
motion,  with  the  accompanying  documents,  was  conunitted  to  the 
committee  on  banks  and  incorporations : 

Executive  Office, 
Detroit,  March  2,  1837. 

Sir — I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  the  statement  of  the  condi-i 

tion  of  the  Farmers'  and  mechanics'  bank,  made  in.  pursuance  to. 

a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  14th  Febru*. 

ary. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

STEVENS  T.  MASON. 

Han,  C.  W.  Whipple,  SjjeaJier 

of  t/ie  House  of  Representatwes. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ward,  the  joint  resolution  relj^ve  to  ad-. 

journment,  with  an  amendment  made  tliereto  by  the  Senate,  was 

taken  up,  and  the  question  being  upon  concurring  in  the  aoiend* 

ment  made  by  the  Senate,  it  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Lothrop,  de-i 

cided  by  yeas  and  nays  in  the  affirmative,  as  follows : 

YEAS. 

Mr.  Finch, 

Mr.  Foote, 

Mr.  Gilbert,. 

Mr.  Herrington,^ 

Mr.  Kellogg, 

Mr.  Lothrop, 

Mr.  Mungcr,  20^ 

NAYS, 

Mr.  Colbath, 

Mr.  Howe, 

Mr.  Heath^ 

Mr.  King, 

Mr.  Lee,  Mr.  Speaker,         15 

Mr.  Bingham  moved  that  the  resolution  be  laid  upon  the  table,. 

and  made  the  special  order  of  the  day  for  the  1 1st  instant,  which, 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Lothrop,  was  decided  by  yeas  and  oays  in  the 

negative,  as  follows : 

YEAS. 

Mr.  Alden,  Mr.  Eldred,  Mr.  Lee, 

ft|r.  Almy,  Mr.  Gilbert,  Mr.  McKeen, 


Mr.  Burbank, 
Mr.  Butler, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Eldred, 
Mr.  Ferrington^ 
Mr.  Felch, 
Mr.  Farrington, 

Mr.  Alden, 
Mr.  Almy, 
Mr.  Brown, 
Mr.  Bingham, 
Mr.  Cornell, 


Mr.  Phillips, 
Mr,  Ralph, 
Mr.  Shellhouse, 
Mr.  Wing, 
Mr.  Ward, 
Mr.  Yerkes, 


Mr.  McKeen, 
Mr.  Purdy, 
Mr.  Job  Smith, 
Mr.  Shattuck, 
Mr.  Speaker, 
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Mr.  Brown, 
Mr.  Bingham, 
Mr.  Cornell, 
Mr.  Colbath, 


Mr.  Howe, 
Mr.  Heath, 
Mr.  Kingsley, 
Mr.  King, 


Mr.  Purdy, 
Mr.  Job  Smith, 
Mr,  Speaker, 


17 


Mr.  Burbank, 
Mr.  Butler, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr,  Ferrington, 
Mr.  Felch, 
Mr.  Farrington, 


Mr.  Phillips, 
Mr.  Ralph, 
Mr.  Shellhouse, 
Mr.  Wing, 
Mr.  Ward, 
Mr.  Yerkes, 


21 


NAYS, 

Mr.  Finch, 

Mr.  Foote, 

Mr.  Herrington, 

Mr.  Kellogg, 

Mr.  Lothrop, 

Mr.  Munger,  Mr.  Yerkes,  18 

The  question  being  on  the  adoption  of  the  resolution  as  amend- 
ed, it  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Felch,  decided  by  yeas  and  nays  in 
the  affirmative,  as  follows : 

YEAS. 

Mr.  Farrington, 
Mr.  Finch, 
Mr.  Foote, 
Mr.  Gilbert, 
Mr.  Herrington, 
Mr.  Kellogg, 
Mr.  Lothrop, 

NAYS, 

Mr.  King, 

Mr.  Lee, 

Mr.  McKeen, 

Mr.  Purdy,  11 

The  following  bills  from  the  Senate,  were  taken  up  and  sever- 
ally read  the  first  and  second  time  and  committed. 

"  A  bill  to  provide  for  the  election  of  justices  of  the  peace  in 
newly  organized  townships,  and  for  other  purposes.**  Committed 
to  the  committee  on  the  judiciary. 

"  A  bill  to  authorize  and  regulate  limited  partnerships.**  Com- 
mitted as  above. 

"  A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Martin  Storv,  Alexander  H.  Stowell 
and  N.  B.  Carpenter.^  Committed  to  the  committee  of  ways 
and  means. 

**  A  bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled  *  An  act  to  provide  for  the 
inspection  of  certain  articles  therein  mentioned.'  **  Committed  as 
fd)ove. 


Mr.  Alden, 
Mr.  Bingham, 
Mr.  Burbank, 
Mr.  Butler, 
Mr.  Burke, 
M-.  Eldred, 
Mr.  Felch, 

Mr.  Almy, 
Mr.  Brown, 
Mr.  Howe, 
Mr.  Heath, 


',Mr.  Munger, 
Mr.  Phillips, 
Mr.  Ralph, 
Mr.  Shellhouse, 
Mr.  Wing, 
Mr.  Ward, 
Mr.  Yerkes, 

Mr.  Job  Smith, 
Mr.  Shattuck, 
Mr.  Speaker, 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  Finch, 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  Mr. 
Ward  in  the  cSair,  on  the  bill  entitled  "  A  bill  to  incorporate  the 
Michigan  college,"  and  after  spending  some  time  therein,  the 
committee  rose,  reported  progress,  and  asked  and  obtained  leave 
to  ait  again. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Butler, 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  Mr. 
Felch  in  the  chair,  on  the  bill  entitled  "  A  bill  to  incorpoiate  the 
Adrain  and  Coldwater  turnpike  road  company,"  and  after  spend- 
ing some  time  therein,  the  committee  rose,  and  reported  the  same 
to  the  House  with  sundry  amendments,  which  were  concurred 
in.     Said  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  following  communication  was  received  from  the  Senate, 
through  their  secretary': 

Mr.  Speaker — In  pursuance  of  Ihe  rules  of  the  Senate,  I  here- 
with return  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  where  it  originated, 
the  bill  entitled  "  A  bill  to  ijacorporate  the  Detroit  and  Pontiac 
turnpike  company,"  which  the  Senate  have  passed  without 
amendment. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ward,  the  bill  entitled  "  A  bill  to  amend  an 
act  entitled  *  An  act  to  incorporate  the  Michigan  state  bank,' " 
was  taken  up  and  committed  to  the  committee  on  banks  and  in-, 
corporations. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McKeen,  the  bill  entitled  "  A  bill  for  the 

relief  of  John  Goodrich,"  was  taken  up,  and  on  motion  of  Mr. 

Felch,  said  bill  was  committed  to  a  select  committee  of  three, 

j  consisting  of  Messrs.  Felch,  McKeen,  Burbank. 

!  Mr.  Cornell  moved  that  the  vote  taken  yesterday  upon  con-. 

curring  in  the  amendments  made  in  committee  of  the  whole,  to 
strike  out  all  after  the  enacting  clause  to  the  bill  entitled  **  A  bill 
to  vacate  the  present  seat  of  justice  of  the  county  of  Hillsdale, 
and  providing  for  a  relocation  of  the  sanie,"  be  reconsidered,, 
which,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Lothrop,  was  decided  by  yeas  and  nays^ 
in  the  negative,  as  follows: 

YEAS- 

Mr.  Alden,  Mr.  Finch,  Mr.  Phillips, 

Mr.  Butler,  Mr.  Kellogg,  Mr.  Shattuck, 
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Mr.  Cornell, 
Mr.  ElJred, 

Mr.  Aliny, 
Mr.  Brown, 
Mr.  Bingham, 
Mr.  Burbank, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Calkin, 
Mr.  Col  bath, 
Mr.  Ferrington, 


Mr.  Munger, 
Mr.  Purdy, 

NAYS. 

Mr.  Farrington, 
Mr.  Foote, 
Mr.  Gilbert, 
Mr.  Herrington, 
Mr.  Howe, 
Mr.  Heath, 
Mr.  Lee, 


Mr.  Wing, 
Mr.  Spesiker, 

Mr.  McKeen; 
Mr.  Mosely, 
Mr.  Ralph, 
Mr.  Job  Smith, 
Mr.  Shellhouse, 
Mr.  Ward, 
Mr.  Yerkes, 


12 


23 


Mr.  Lothrop, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Felch,  the  bill  entitled  "  A  bill  to  legalize 
the  proceedings  of  and  to  incorporate  the  Dundee  hydraulic  com- 
pany," with  sundry  amendments  made  in  committee  of  the  whole, 
was  taken  up,  and  the  amendments  concurred  ini 

Mr.  Felch  moved  further  to  amend,  by  inserting  the  following 
to  stand  as  the  commencement  of  the  first  section,  which  was 
agreed  to : 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tioes  of  the  State  of  Michigan,  That  Sylvanus  Vannest,  Riley 
Ingersoll,  Mavor  Brigham,  Ira  A.  Parker,  Arnold  S.  Trowbridge, 
Samuel  P.  Munger,  James  Douglass  and  such  persons  as  have 
associated  with  them  under  the  name  of  the  Dundee  hydraulic 
company,  and  such  persons  as  shall  become  stockholders  in  said 
company  and  their  successors." 

Also,  moved  further  to  amend  by  inserting  the  following  at 
tlie  end  of  the  first  section,  which  was  agreed  to : 

"  And  all  deeds  of  conveyance  of  lands,  water  privileges,  tene- 
ments and  hereditaments  in  said  village  of  Dundee,  duly  executed 
and  recorded,  made  to  said  company  by  the  name  of  the  *  Presi- 
dent, directors  and  stockholders  of  the  Dundee  hydraulic  compa- 
pany,'  be,  and  the  same  are  tiereby,  made  as  lawful  and  valid  to 
the  corporation  hereby  created,  as  if  the  same  had  been  made  to 
said  corporation  by  name  when  duly  organized  under  the  provi- 
sions of  this  act." 

Mr.  Burbank  moved  further  to  amend  by  inserting  after  the 
word  *•  succession,"  in  the  fourth  line  of  the  first  section,  the 
Words  "  for  ten  years*" 

Mr.  Felch  moved  as  an  amendment  to  the  amendment,  to  in- 
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sert  the  words  "for  twenty-five  years,"  which,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Bingham,  was  decided  by  yeas  and  nays  in  the  affirmative,  aS 
follows : 


Mr.  Alden, 
Mr.  Almy, 
Mr.  Butler, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Cornell, 
Mr.  Colbath, 

Mr.  Brown, 
Mr.  Bingham, 
Mr.  Burbank, 
Mr.  Calkin, 
Mr.  Herrington, 


YEAS. 

Mr.  Eldred, 
Mr.  Felch, 
Mr.  Farrington, 
Mr.  Finch, 
Mr.  Foote, 

NAYS. 

Mr.  Kellogg, 
Mr.  Munger, 
Mr.  Purdy, 
Mr.  Phillips, 
Mr.  Job  Smithy 


Mr.  Gilbert, 
Mr.  McKeeii, 
Mr.  Mosely, 
Mr.  Wing, 
Mr.  Ward, 


Mr.  Shaltuck, 
Mr.  Shellhouse, 
Mr.  Yerkes, 
Mr.  Speaker, 


16 


14 


On  motion,  adjourned* 
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The  roll  being  called,  the  following  members  were  absent: 
Messrs.  Almy,  Ba'lard,  Farrington,  Foote,  Heath,  Levake,  Mar- 
tin, Monfore,  McGaffey,  Mosely. 

The  journal  of  the  previous  day  having  been  read,  the  follow- 
ing petitions  were  presented  and  severally  referred : 

By  Mr.  Lothrop, 

A  petition  of  the  German  inhabitants  of  Detroit,  praying  for  as- 
sistance in  educating  their  numerous  children;  Referred  to  the 
committee  on  education. 

By  Mr.  Felch, 

A  memorial  from  Lewis  Bond,  relative  to  the  indemnity  of 
certain  citizens  of  Michigan,  for  destruction  of  their  property  by 
the  British  and  Indians  during  the  last  war.  Referred  to  a  se- 
lect committee  of  three,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Felch,  Wing, 
Mosely. 

The  Chair  presented  a  communicai'-nfrom  the  Farmers*  and 
mechanics'  bank  of  Detroit.    Laid  upon  the  table; 

Mr.  Burbank  asked  and  obtained  leave  of  absence  for  Mr. 
Foote,  until  Monday  next. 
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Mr.  Felch,  from  the  committee  on  enrolment,  reported  as  cor- 
rectly enrolled  the  bill  entitled  **  An  act  to  extend  Fort  street  in 
the  city  of  Detroit,  until  it  intersects  the  road  leading  from  De- 
troit river  to  Dearbornville*" 

Mr.  Eldred,  from  the  committee  of  ways  and  means,  to  which 
was  committed  the  following  bills  from  the  Senate :  "  A  bill  to 
amend  an  act  entitled  /An  act  to  provide  for  the  inspection  of 
certain  articles  therein  mentioned;*"  **  A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mar- 
tin Story,  Alexander  H.  Stowell,  and  N*  B.  Carpenter,"  reported 
the  same  to  the  House  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Ely,  from  the  committee  on  internal  improvements,  report- 
ed a  bill  entitled  "A  bill  to  incorporate  the  Ypsilanti  and  Man- 
chester railroad  company,"  which  was  read  the  first  and  second 
time  and  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  McKeen  moved  the  suspension  of  the  twenty-first  rule, 
which  was  agreed  to,  and  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a 
bill  entitled  "An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  'An  act  to  incorpo- 
rate the  village  of  Niles,' "  which  was  read  the  first  and  second 
time  and  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Lee,  from  the  committee  on  claims,  reported  a  bill  entitled 
"  A  bill  authorizing  the  board  of  supervisors  of  the  county  of 
Wayne,  to  make  certain  allowance  to  the  jailer  of  said  county," 
which  was  read  the  first  and  second  time. 

Mr.  Felch  moved  to  recommit  said  bill  to  the  committee  on  the 
judiciary,  with  instructions  so  to  amend  the  bill  as  to  give  the 
board  of  supervisors  in  the  several  ountics  in  this  state,  authori- 
ty to  grant  such  extra  compensation  for  keeping  prisoners,  &c., 
as  they  may  deem  just ;  the  same  to  be  paid  out  of  the  treasury 
of  the  respective  counties,  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Lothrop,  from  the  committee  on  banks  and  incorporations, 
reported  a  bill  entitled  "  A  bill  to  incorporate  the  Dowagiac  hy- 
draulic company,"  which  was  read  the  first  and  second  time  and 
laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Lee,  from  the  committee  on  claims,  reported  the  following 
bilh,  which  were  read  the  first  and  second  time  and  laid  upon 
the  table :  «  A  bUl  for  the  relief  of  Martin  Kundig,"  "A  bill  for 
the  relief  of  Thomas  Snyder." 

Mr.  Wing,  from  former  notice  given,  asked  and  obtained  leave 
35 
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to  bring  in  a  bill  entitled  "  A  bill  amendatory  to  an  act  entitled 
*  An  act  to  vacate  the  present  seat  of  justice  of  Berrien  county, 
and  establish  the  same  at  the  village  of  Berrien,  in  said  county,"* 
which  was  read  the  first  and  second  time  and  laid  upon  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  £ly, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  judiciary  be,  and  they  are 
hereby,  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  authorizing  the 
board  of  supervisors  of  the  respective  counties  in  this  state  to 
raise  a  sum  not  exceeding  two  hundred  dollars  in  each  county,  by 
tax,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  authentic  copies  of  all.  the  maps 
and  field  notes  of  original  surveys  of  the  lands  in  their  respective 
counties,  and  that  they  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Alden,  from  previous  notice  given,  moved  for  a  reconsider- 
ation of  the  vote  taken  yesterday  on  the  adoption  of  the  resolu^ 
tion  relative  to  adjournment. 

Mr.  Bingham  moved  that  the  motion  for  reconsideration  be  laid 
upon  the  table,  which  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lothrop,  the  bill  entitled  "A  bill  to  repeal  an 
act  entitled  'An  act  to  incorporate  the  River  Raisin  and  Lake  Erie 
railroad  company,"  was  taken  up  and  committed  to  committee  of 
the  wht>le,  and  made  the  special  order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow. 

Mr.  McKeen  ofiered  the  followins:  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  banks  and  incorporations  be, 
and  they  are  hereby,  instructed  to  report  a  bill  providing  for  the 
gradual  suppression  of  the  circulation  of  all  bank  notes  of  a  less 
denomination  than  ten  dollars. 

Mr.  Ward  moved  to  amend  by  striking  out  the  word  "  ten"  in 
the  last  line  and  insert  *'five"  in  lieu  thereof,  which  was  agreed  to. 

The  question  being  on  the  adoption  of  the  resolution  as  amend- 
ed, it  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wisner,  decided  by  yeas  and  nays 
in  the  affirmative,  as  follows  : 

YEAS. 

Mr.  Alden,  Mr.  Ferrrington,  Mr.  Purdy, 

Mr.  Almy,  Mr.  Gilbert,  Mr.  Ralph, 

Mr.  Brown,  Mr.  Herrington,  Mr.  Job  Smith, 

Mr.  Bingham,  Mr.  H  >we,  Mr.  Shattuck, 

Mr.  Burbank,  Mr.  Heath,  Mr,  Shellhouse, 

Mr.  Butler,  Mr.  Kello^,  Mr.  Thayer, 

Mr.  Burke,  Mr.  McKeen,  Mr.  Wii^, 
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Mr.  Calkin,  Mr.  Lee,  Mr.  Ward, 

Mr.  Cornell,  Mr.  Lothrop,  Mr.  Yerkes, 

Mr.  Colbath,  Mr.  Mun;i:er,  Mr.  Speaker, 

Mr  Eldred,  Mr.  Martin,  22 

NAYS. 

Mr.  Ely,  Mr.  King,  Mr.  Wisner, 

Mn  Farrington,  Mr.  Mosely,  5 

Mr.  Finch  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  select  and  standing  committees  of  this  House 
shall  report  upDn  all  the  business  before  them,  to  this  House,  on 
or  before  Monday  next. 

The  question  being  on  the  adoption  of  the  above  resolution,  it 
was  negatived. 

The  following  ownmunfcation  was  received  from  the  Senate 
through  their  secretary : 

Mr.  Spea^ker — In  pursuance  of  the  rules  of  the  Senate,  I  here- 
with return  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  without  amendment 
the  bill  entitled  **A  bill  to  incorporate  the  village  of  White  Pigeon,** 
and  also  transmit  a  bill,  which  has  passed  the  Senate,  entitled  ^A 
bill  to  incorporate  the  village  of  Centreville,"  in  which  the  concur- 
rence of  the  House  is  respectfully  requested.  I  am  also  directed 
to  inform  the  House  of  Representatives  that  the  Senate  have  con- 
curred in  the  amendment  made  by  the  House  of  Representatives 
to  the  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  entitled  ''A  bill  authori- 
zing the  supervisors  of  the  county  of  Lapeer  to  loan  a  certain 
sum  of  money.** 

Mr.  Lothrop  laid  on  the  table  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
State  of  Michi^an^  That  when  this  legislature  adjourns,  it  will 
adjourn  to  meet  at  the  capitol  in  the  city  of  Detroit,  on  Thursday, 
the  ninth  day  of  November  next 

Resoloedf  That  this  resolution  be  sent  to  the  Senate  for  its  con* 
currence. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Purdy,  the  engrossed  bill  entitled  "A  bill 
amendatory  to  an  act  entitled  '  An  act  to  provide  for  the  assess-* 
ment  and  collection  of  township  and  county  taxes,"*  was  tiken 
up ;  also  moved  that  the  bill  be  recommitted  to  the  committee  on 
the  judiciary,  with  instructions. 

Mr.  Finch  moved  as  an  atuendment,  that  the  committee  be  in- 
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structed  to  strike  out  all  after  the  enacting  clause,  ^hidi  was 
neoratived. 

On  motion,  said  bill  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Felch,  the  bill  entitled  •*  A  bill  to  provide  for 
the  election  of  state  officers,"  was  taken  up,  and  commitled  to 
tlie  committee  on  the  judiciary. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Farrington.  the  engrossed  bill  entitled  "A 
bill  to  incorporate  the  Gibraltar  and  Clinton  railroad  company,** 
was  taken  up  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  question  being  upon  its  final  passage,  it  was  decided  by 
yeas  and  nays  in  the  affirmative,  as  follows: 

YEAS. 

Mr.  Felcb, 
Mr.  Farrington,  . 
Mr.  Gilbert, 
Mr.  H  )we, 
Mr.  Heath, 


Mr.  Kellogg, 
Mr.  Kingsley, 
Mr.  King, 
Mr.  Lee, 
Mr.  Lothrop, 
Mr.  Munger, 
Mr.  Martin, 

NAYS. 


Mr.  McKeen^ 
Mr.  Purdy, 
Mr.  Ralph, 
Mr.  Job  Smith, 
Mr.  Shaltuck, 
Mr.  Shellhouse, 
Mr.  Thayer, 
Mr.  Wing, 
Mr.  Ward, 
Mr.  Yerkes, 
Mr.  Speaker, 


Mr.  Alden, 
Mr.  Almv, 
Mr,  Brown, 

Mr.  Burbank, 

Mr.  Butler, 

Mr.  Burke, 

Mr.  Calkin, 

Mr.  Cornell, 

Mr.  Oolbath, 

Mr.  Eldred, 

Mr.  Ely, 

Mr.  Fcrrington,  Mr.  Martin,  S5 

Mr.  Bin<?ham,  1 

The  following  communications  were  received  from  the  Execu- 
tive, by  Mr.  Pritc^ette,  Secretary  of  State : 
To  the  House  of  Representatives : 

I  transmit  for  the  action  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  the 
proposition  of  the  D  ^troit  and  Pontiac  railroad  company  for  the 
surrender  of  their  charter  to  the  state.  The  importance  of  the 
improvement  here  contemplated,  is  such,  that  I  am  induced  to 
su'-.mlt  the  proposition  to  the  legislature,  with  the  recommendation 
that  it  should  receive  their  serious  and  attentive  consideration* 

STEVENS  T.  MASON. 
March  3,  1827. 

(See  Document  No.  15.) 

To  the  House  of  ReprcsentaJtives : 
I  have  this  day  approved  and  filed  in  the  office  of  die  Secrets* 
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ry  of  State  an  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  provide  for  the  appoint- 
.ment  of  state  printer,  and  to  prescribe  his  powers  and  duties,** 
and  also  **A  joint  reso'ution  authorizing  a  loan  to  the  Detroit  and 
SL  Joseph  railroad  company." 

STEVENS  T.  MASON. 
Detroit,  March  3, 1837. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ward,  the  twenty-first  rule  being  suspended^ 
the  bill  entitled  "A  bill  amendatory  to  an  act  entitled  *  An  act  lo 
vacate  the  present  seat  of  justice  of  Berrien  county,  and  establish 
the  same  at  the  village  of  Berrien,  in  said  county,*  ^  was  taken  up 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  tinie ;  the  en- 
grossed bill  as  above  being  under  consideration,  was  read  a  third 
time  and  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  **  A  bill  to  authorize  the  supervisors  of  the 
county  of  Lapeer  to  loan  a  certain  sum  of  money,"  was  taken  up, 
^ith  the  report  of  the  committee  of  conference,  that  the  Senate 
concur  in  the  amendment  of  the  House  to  strike  out  ^  Novem- 
ber," and  insert  **  April"  in  the  third  amendment  of  the  Senate ; 
that  the  House  do  recede  from  their  disagreement  to  the  fiflh 
and  si^Lth  amendments  of  the  Senate. 

On  motion,  the  report  was  accepted.    Said  bill  as  amended 
passed. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Almy, 

Trie  House  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  Mr. 
Eldred  in  the  chair,  on  the  bill  entitled  **  A  bill  to  incorporate  the 
Grand  rapids  bridge  company,^  and  after  spending  some  time 
therein,  the  committee  rose  and  reported  the  same  back  to  the 
House,  with  sundry  amendments,  which  were  concurred  in. 

On  motion,  said  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading. 

The  following  communication  was  received  from  the  Senate 
through  their  secretary : 

Mr.  Speaker — The  Ssnate  have  passed  bills  of  the  following 
titles,  viz :  ^  A  bill  to  incorporate  the  village  of  Mu  Clemens  f 
**  A  bill  to  authorize  the  supervisors  of  the  county  of  St  Joseph 
to  loan  a  certain  sum  of  money  ;"  ^  A  bill  to  organize  certain 
townships  f  and  **  A  bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled  'An  act  to  ixi* 
corporate  the  Detroit  and  Maumee  railroad  company,'  ^  appro?- 
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ed  August  25th»  1635.  I  also  herewith  retifl-n  to  the  House  of 
Representatives  the  bill  entitled  **  A  bill  in  relation  to  the  last  will 
and  testament  of  Joseph  Salato/'  with  an  amendment  made  there- 
to by  the  Senate,  in  which  bills  and  amendment  the  concunenc& 
of  the  House  is  respectfully  requested. 

The  Chair  presented  the  following  communication : 

Executive.  Officb,  ) 
Mardt  3, 1837.      \ 

Hon.  C.  W.  Whipple,  Speaker,  ^. 

Sir — I  have  to  request  you  to  inform  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives  that  I  have  deposited  in  the  Michigan  state  bank,  to  the 
credit  of  the  state  Treasurer,  six  thousand  and  one  hundred  dol- 
lars, received  on  a  warrant  drawn  in  my  favor  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  on  account  of  the  five  per 
cent  fund,  accruing  on  the  net  sales  of  public  lands  during  the 
fourtli  quarter  of  year  1 836. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

STEVENS  T.  MASON. 

The  bill  entitled  **  A  bill  in  relation  to  the  last  will  and  testa- 
ment of  Joseph  Salato,"  with  an  amendment  thei*eto  by  the 
Senate,  was  taken  up  and  concurred  in. 

The  following  bills  from  the  Senate  were  severally  read  the 
first  and  second  time  and  committed. 

**  A  bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled  '  An  act  to  incorporate  the 
Detroit  and  Maumee  railroad  company,'  approved  the  25th  of 
August,  1835."  Committed  to  the  committee  on  internal  improve* 
ment 

**  A  bill  to  authorize  the  supervisors  of  the  county  of  St  Joseph 
to  loan  a  certain  sum  of  money."  Committed  to  the  committee 
on  the  judiciary. 

"  A  bill  to  incorporate  the  village  of  Mount  Clemens."  Com- 
mitted to  the  committee  on  banks  and  incorporations. 

**  A  bill  to  organize  certain  townships."    Laid  on  the  table*. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lothrop, 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  Mr.. 
Bingham  in  the  chair,  on  the  joint  resolution  from  the  Senate  en* 
titled  **  A  resolution  directing  the  publication  of  the  laws,"  and 
after  sjpending  some  time  therein,  tht  committee  rgae  and  reported 
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the  same  to  the  House,  with  an  amendment,  which  was  concur- 
red itk. 

Mr.  Ward  moved  to  amend  said  resolution,  by  striking  out  the 
words  **  Tecumseh  Democrat,"  in  the  sixteenth  line^  and  insert 
**  Adrian  Watch  Tower"  in  lieu  thereof. 

Mr.  Finch  moved  that  the  resolution  be  laid  upon  the  table, 
which  was  negatived. 

The  question  recurring  on  the  amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Ward, 
it  was  negatived. 

Mr,  Wisner  moved  to  amend  by  striking  out  the  words  •*  De- 
mocratic Balance,"  in  the  seventeenth  line,  and  insert  "  Pontiac 
Courier^  in  lieu  thereof,  which  was  negatived. 

On  motion,  adjourned. 

AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  entitled  **  A  bill  to  incorporate  the 
village  of  Centre  ville,**  was  taken  up  and  read  the  first  and  second 
time,  and  committed  to  the  committee  on  the  judiciary. 

Mr.  Lothrop,  from  the  committee  on  enrolment,  reported  as 
correctly  enrolled  the  bill  entitled  **  An  act  in  relation  to  the  last 
will  and  testament  of  Joseph  Salato." 

Al^o  laid  on  the  table  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
State  of  Michigan^  That  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  appointed 

state  printer  to  the  state  of  Michigan. 

Resolved^  That  this  resolution  be  sent  to  the  Senate  for  its 
concurrence. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ward,  the  bill  entitled  **  A  bill  amendatory 
to  an  act  entitled  *  An  act  to  provide  for  the  assessment  and  col- 
lection of  township  and  county  taxes,'  "  was  taken  up  and  com- 
mitted to  a  select  committee  of  three,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Ward, 
Kingsley  and  Herrington,  with  instructions  to  strike  out  the  third 
section  of  said  bill. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Burbank,  the  engrossed  bill  entitled  **  A  bill 
to  incorporate  the  village  of  Pontiac,"  was  taken  up  and  read  a 
third  time. 

The  question  being  on  its  final  passage,  it  was  decided  by  yeas 
and  nays  in  the  aflHrmative,  as  follows  : 
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YEAS. 

Mr.  Finch, 
Mr.  Gilbert, 
Mr,  Herrington, 
Mr.  Heath, 
Mr.  Kellogg, 
Mr.  Kingsley, 
Mr.  King, 
Mr.  Lee, 
Mr.  Lf)throp, 
Mr.  Martin, 

NAYS. 


Mr.  McKeen, 
Mr.  Mosely, 
Mr.  Purdy, 
Mr.  Job  Smith, 
Mr.  Shattuck, 
Mr.  Shellhouse, 
Mr.  Wing, 
Mr.  Wisner, 
Mr.  Ward, 
]Vir.  Yerkes, 


Mr.  Almy, 

Mr.  Burbank, 

Mr.  Butler, 

Mr.  Burke, 

Mr.  Calkin, 

Mr.  Cornell, 

Mr.  Eldred, 

Mr.  Ely, 

Mr.  Ferrington, 

Mr.  Felch, 

Mr.  FarringtcMi,  31 

Mr.  Speaker,  1 

Mr.  Ward,  from  the  select  committee  to  which  was  commit- 
ted the  bill  entitled  **  A  bill  amendatory  to  an  act  entitled  '  An 
act  to  provide  for  the  assessment  and  collection  of  t)wn8hip  and 
county  taxes,'"  reported  the  same  to  the  House,  amended  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  instructions  given. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ely, 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  Mr. 
Ward  in  the  chair,  on  the  following  bills : 

**  A  bill  granting  to  Norman  Nash  and  Nicholas  Ayrault  the 
right  to  keep  and  maintain  a  ferry  across  the  St  Clair  river  f 
**  A  bill  authorizing  the  supervisors  of  the  county  of  Allegnn  to 
borrow  the  sum  of  fifteen  thousand  dollars  for  the  erection  of 
county  buildings  f  and  after  spending  some  tinne  therein,  the 
committee  rose  and  reported  the  same  to  the  House,  with  sundry 
amendments,  which  were  concurred  in. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mosely.  the  bill  entitled  **  A  bill  granting  to 
Norman  Nash  and  Nicholas  Ayrault  the  right  to  keep  and  main- 
tain a  ferry  across  the  St  Clair  river,"  was  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Kingsley,  the  bill  entitled  "  A  bill  authorizing 
the  supervisors  of  the  county  of  Allegan  to  borrow  the  sum  of 
fifteen  thousand  dollars  for  the  erection  of  county  buildings,"  was 
read  a  third  time  and  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Kingsley  presented  a  petition  from  O.  Hawkins  and  others, 
relative  to  the  retailing  of  ardent  spirits.  Referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  the  judiciary. 
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Abes  presented  a  communication  from  C*  W.  Morgan  and 
others*     Referred  as  above* 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Burbank,  the  lill  from  the  Senate  entitled 
**  A  bill  to  organize  certain  townships,"  also  tha  bill  originating 
in  the  House,  entitled  "  A  bill  to  organize  certain  townships," 
were  taken  up  and  committed  to  a  select  committee  of  three, 
consisting  of  Messrs.  Cornell,  Burbank  and  McKeen. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Kingsley, 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration,  in  committee  of  the 
whole,  Mr.  Alden  in  the  chair,  of  the  bill  entitled  **  A  bill  to  re- 
peal certain  acts,"  and  after  spending  some  time  therein,  the 
committee  rose  and  reported  the  same  to  the  House,  with  an 
amendment  to  strike  out  all  after  the  enacting  clause,  which  was 
concurred  in. 

The  twenty-first  rule  being  suspended, 

Mr.  Ward  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  entitled 
**  Ao  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  ^  An  act  to  create  a  fund  for  tiiC 
benefit  of  certain  moneyed  corporations,  and  for  other  purposes/  " 
which  was  read  the  first  and  second  time  and  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Gilbert,  from  former  notice  given,  asked  and  obtained 
leaTe  to  bring  in  a  bill  entitled  "  A  bill  to  incorporate  the  Mi- 
chigan institute  association,"  which  was  read  the  first  and  second 
time,  and  committed  to  the  committee  on  education. 

The  joint  resolution  from  the  Senate  entitled  •*  A  resolution  di- 
recting the  publication  of  the  laws,"  was  taken  up  and  read  a 
third  time. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Felch,  said  resolution  was  laid  upon  the 
table,  and  made  tlie  special  order  of  the  day  for  Monday  next 

Mr*  Lothrop,  from  the  committee  o  anks  and  incorporations 
to  which  was  committed  the  bill  entitled  "^  A  bill  to  amend  an  act, 
entitled  *  An  act  to  incorporate  the  Michigm  state  bank,* "  re- 
ported the  same  to  the  House  with  sundry  amendments. 

On  motion,  said  amendments  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Fetch,  from  the  committee  on  enrolment,  reported  as  cor- 
rectly enrolled  the  bill  entitled  **  An  act  authorizing  the  supervi- 
sors of  the  county  of  Lapeer  to  loan  a  certain  sum  of  money," 

On  motion,  adjourned. 

36 
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Saturday^  March  4* 

Tlic  roll  being  called,  the  following  members  i¥ex>e  absent:: 
Messrs.  Almy,  Bingham,  Balla£d,  Farrii^ton,  Foote,  Gilbert^ 
Heath,  Levake,  Monfore,.  McGaffey,  Wisner,  Ward* 

The  joumarof  tlie  previous  day  having  been  read, 

Mr.  Ward  ]»resented  a  remonstrance  from  sundry  inhabitants 
of  Bertrand,  against  a  division  of  said  township.  Referred  to  a. 
select  committee  appointed  on  that  subject  yesterday.. 

Also,  presented  a  petitioa  from  the  common  council  of  the  vil- 
lage  of  Niles,  praying  for  the*  extension  of  the  boundaries  of  said, 
village..  Referred  to  the  committee  on  the  organization  ^f  towns- 
and  counties. 

Mr.  Ely,  fsom  the  eommittee^  on  internal  impsovement,  to- 
which  was  committed  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  **  A  bill  to* 
amend  an  act  entitled  '  An  aet  to  ineorporate  the  Detroit  and 
M-aumee*  railroad  company,'  approved  the  25th  August;  ISZb^*' 
reported  tho  same  to- the  House  without  anendment  AJscH.made* 
the  following 

REPORT  r 

The  comnuttee-  on  internal  imp rovement^  to*  which  was  re- 
ferred die  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  eounty  of  CaUKwnr 
praying  for  a  charter  for  a  railroad  from  Battle  creek  to*  Adrian,, 
have  instructed  their  chairman  to  make  the  following  report : 

A  company  has  been  already  chartered  under  the  name  of 
''^The  Erie  and  Kalamazoo  railroad  company,"  and  the  work  is» 
already  completed  as  far  as  Adrian,  and  vigorous  measures  are 
now  in  progress  for  extendii^  the  work  to  Kalamazoo  river.. 
There  is,  also  a  law,  passed  by  the  last  legislature,  granting  » 
charter  for  a  railroad  frc  Marshall  to  Allegan,  in  which  Battle 
creek  is  noade  a  point  Your  committee,  therefore,  think  it  inex* 
podient  to  grant  the  prayer  of  the  said  petitioners,  and  ask  to  be 
discharged  from  furtlier  consideration  thereof^  all  which  is* respect- 
fiilly  submitted. 

E.  ELY,  Chairman. 

Mardi^\S2n. 

Mr.  Cornell,  from  the  select  committee  to  which  was  commit-- 
led  the  hill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ^  A  bill  to  oxganize  certain 
tauri'fhips-f  als  :>,  the  bill  vi^nating  from  the  House,  entitled  '^  A 
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hill  to  oi^nize  certain  townships,^  reported  the  same  to  (he  House 
loirith  sundry  amendments. 

Mr.  Kingsley,  from  the  committee  on  the  judiciary,  reported  a 
t>ill  entitled  ^  An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  *  An  act  directing 
the  settlement  of  estates  of  persons  deceased,  and  forthe  convey- 
ance of  Teal  estate  in  certain  cases,'  **  which  was  read  the  first 
And  second  time  and  hid  upon  the  tal)Ic. 

Mr.  Felch,  from  the  committee  on  the  library,  reported  a  biD 
entitled  **  A  bill  to  provide  for  the  enlargement  of  the  -state  libra* 
ry,"  which  was  read  the  first  and  second  time  and  laid  upon  the 
table. 

Mr.  Feldh  gave  notice  that  he  shodld,  on  some  future  day,  ask 
ieave  to  bring  in  a  bill  relative  te  resignations  and  removals  from 
office. 

Mr.  Ralph  ofiered  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved^  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  bring  in  a 
ibill  prohibiting  the  removal  of  seats  of  justice  when  once  establish- 
•ed,  until  the  number  of  inhabitants  in  any  such  county  shall  amount 
to  thousand. 

Mr.  Alden  moved  to  amend  by  inserting  the  word  '^ three,**  In 
the  last  line. 

Mr.  Lothrop  moved  as  an  amendment  to  tiie  amendment,  to  in- 
sert the  word  **  five,**  which  was  agreed  ta 

Said  resolution  as  amended,  was  adopted. 

The  Chair  announced  Messrs.  Ralph,  Cornell,  Burbank,  as  the 
<^ommittee  to  carry  into  effect  the  provisions  of  the  above  resolu- 
tion. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Finch, 

Rewloed^  Tbtit  the  standing  and  select  committees  shall  report 
to  this  House  upon  all  the  business  before  them,  on  or  before 
Wednesday  next. 

Mr.  Lothrop  called  up  the  joint  resolution  laid  on  the  table  by 
bim  yesterday,  and  offered  the  following  as  a  substitute,  which 
was  accepted,  and  the  resolution  was  adopted  : 

Resolved  by  the.  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  tJm 
State  of  Michigan^  That  John  S.  Bagg  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  ap* 
pointed  state  printer  to  the  state  of  Michigan. 
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Resoh^df  That  this  resolution  be  sent  to  the  Senate  for  its 
currence. 

Also,  offered  the  following,  which  was  adopted : 

Resoloedy  That  the  House  of  Representatives  will  now  proceed 
on  their  part,  to  elect,  viva  voce^  a  state  printer. 

The  Chair,  announced  Messrs.  Ward  and  Lothrop  as  tellers, 
who  announced  the  result  to  be  as- follows: 

For  John  S.  Bagg : 


Mr.  Alden, 
Mr.  Almy, 
Mr.  Brown, 
Mr.  Bingham^ 
Mr.  Burbank, 
Mr.  Butler, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Cressey, 
Mr.  Calkin, 
Mr.  Cornell, 
Mr.  Colbatb, 
Mr.  Eldred, 
Mr.  Ely, 
Mr.  Porrin^ton, 


Mr.  Felcb, 
Mr.  Finch, 
Mr.  Gilbert, 
Mr.  Herrington, 
Mr.  Howe, 
Mr.  Heath, 
Mr.  Kellogg, 
Mr.  Kingsley,    . 
Mr.  King, 
Mn  Lee, 
Mr.  Lothrop^ 
Mr.  Munger, 
Mr.  Martin, 


Mr.  McKeen, 

Mr.  Mosely, 
Mr.  Purdy, 
Mr.  Phillips, 
Mr.  Ralph, 
Mr.  Job  Smithy 
Mr.  Shattuck, 
Mr.  Shell  house, 
Mr.  Thayer, 
Mr.  Wing, 
Mr.  Wisner, 
Mr.  Ward, 
Mr.  Speaker, 


40 


John  S.  Bagg  received  40  votes. 

The  Chair  announced  that  John  S.  Bagg,  having  received  a  ma- 
jority of  all  the  votes  given,  was  therefore  duly  elected  state 
printer,  on  the  part  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 

The  bill  entitled  "  A  bill  to  repeal  an  act  entitled  *  An  act  to  in- 
corporate the  River  Raisin  and  Lake  Erie  railroad  company,'' 
coming  under  the  special  order  of  the  day,  was  taken  up>  and  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Lothrop,  the  House  resolved  itself  into  a  comioittee 
of  the  whole,  Mr.  Eldred  in  the  chair,  on  said  bilU  and  after  spend- 
ing some  time  therein,  the  committee  rose,  reported  progress,  and 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 

On  motion,  said  bill  was  made  the  special  order  of  the  day  for 
Tuesday  next 

On  nwtion  of  Mr.  Lothrop,  the  engrossed  bill  entitled  **  A  bill 
to  incorporate  the  Michigan  mutual  fire  insurance  company*^  was 
taken  up  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  question  being  on  its  final  passage,  it  was  dedded  liy  yeas 
and  nays  in  the  affirmative,  as  follows : 
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Mr.  Alden, 
Mr.  Binffham, 
Mr.  Burbank, 
Mr.  Butler, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Calkin, 
Mr.  Cornell, 
Mr.  Cdbath, 
Mr.  Eldred, 
Mr.  Ferrington, 
Mr.  Felch, 


YEAS. 

Mr.  Finch, 
Mr.  Gilbert, 
Mr.  Howe, 
Mr.  Heath, 
Mr.  Kellogg, 
Mr.  Kingsley, 
Mr.  King, 
Mr.  Lee, 
Mr.  Lotbrop, 
Mr.  Mun^r, 
Mr.  Martin, 

NAYS. 


Mr.  McKeen, 

Mr.  Mosely, 
Mr.  Purdy, 
Mr.  Phillips, 
Mr.  Ralph, 
Mr.  Job  Smith, 
Mr.  Shattuck, 
Mr.  Shellhouse, 
Mr.  Thayer, 
Mr.  Ward, 
Mr.  Yerkes, 


33 


0 


On  motion  of  Mr.  Burbank,  the  engrossed  bill  entitled  **  A  bill 

to  incorporate  the  Pontiac  and  Huron  river  canal  company,**  was 

taken  up  and  read  a  third  time.    The  question  being  on  its  final 

passage,  it  was  decided  by  yeas  and  nays  in  the  affirmative,  as 

follows : 

YEAS. 

Mr.  Gilbert, 

Mr.  Howe, 

Mr.  Heath, 

Mr.  Kellogg, 

Mr.  Kingdey, 

Mr.  Lee, 

Mr.  Mun^, 

Mr.  Martm, 

Mr.  McKeen, 

Mr.  Mosely,  Mr.  Yerkes^  80 

NAYS. 
Mr.  Lothrop,  1 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cornell, 

The  House  resdved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  Mn 
Ralph  in  the  chair,  on  the  bill  entitled  "  A  bill  to  incorporate  the 
Michigan  wool  growing  and  manufacturing  company,''  and  after 
spending  some  time  therein,  the  committee  rose  and  reported  the 
same  to  the  House,  with  an  amendment  to  strike  out  all  after  the 
enacting  clause. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Finch,  said  bill  was  laid  upon  the  table* 


Mr.  Almy, 
Mr.  Burbank, 
Mr.  Butler, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Cornell, 
Mr.  Colbath, 
Mr.  Eldred, 
Mr.  Ely, 
Mr.  Felch, 
Mr.  Finch, 


Mr.  Purdy, 
Mr.  Philhps, 
Mr.  Ralph, 
Mr.  Job  Smith, 
Mr.  Shattuck, 
Mr.  Shellhouse, 
Mr.  Thayer, 
Mr.  Wing, 
Mr.  Ward, 
Mr.  Yerkes^ 
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Mr.  Moscly  moved  the  suspension  of  the  twenty-first  rule,  to 
enable  him  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  incorporate  the  Owasso  canal 
company. 

The  question  being  on  suspending  the  rule,  it  was  negatived. 

On  motion,  adjourned. 

AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Finch«  the  bill  entitled  ^  A  bill  to  provide  for 
the  relief  of  Thomas  Snyder,"  was  taken  up  and  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  engrossed  bill  as  above,  being  under  consideration,  was 
read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lothrq>, 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  Mr. 
Wing  in  the  chair,  on  the  bill  entitled  *"  A  bill  to  amend  an  act 
entitled  *  An  act  to  incorporate  the  Michigan  state  bank/  **  with 
the  amendments  reported  by  the  committee  on  banks  and  incor- 
porations,  and  after  spending  some  time  therein,  the  committee 
rose  and  reported  the  same  to  the  House  with  sundry  emend* 
ments,  wUch  were  concurred  in. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lotfarop,  said  bill  was  laid  upon  the  table, 
and  the  amendments  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  following  communication  was  recedved  from  the  Senate 
through  their  secretary : 

Mr,  Speaker — The  Senate  have  passed  bills  of  the  following 
titles :  ^  A  bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled  '  An  act  appointing  com- 
missioners to  lay  out  and  establish  certain  state  roads,^  approved 
July  26,  1886,"  and  **  A  bill  appointing  commissioners  to  lay  out 
and  establish  certain  state  roads,"  in  which  they  respectfully  ask 
the  concurrence  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

Mr.  Kingsley,  from  the  committee  on  the  judiciary,  to  which 
was  committed  the  bill  entitled  **  A  bill  to  provide  for  the  dispo* 
sition  of  the  university  and  primary  school  lands,  and  for  other 
purposes,"  reported  the  same  to  the  House  with  sundry  amend- 
ifnents,  which  were  concurred  in. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Burbank,  said  bill  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Kingsley,  from  the  committee  on  the  judiciary,  to  which 
wu  committed  the  bill  from  the  SeDate,  entitled  **  A  hill  to  or- 
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ganize  and  regulate  limited  partnerships,"  reported  the  Dame  to 
the  House  without  amendment 

Also,  reported  a  bill  entitled  '*  An  act  relative  to  incorporations 
for  manufacturing  purposes,"  which  was  read  the  first  and  second 
time  and  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Ely,  from  the  committee  on  internal  improvementt  made 
the  following 

REPORT : 

The  committee  on  internal  improvement,  to  which  ^  A  bill  to 
incorporate  the  Grrnd  river  and  Saginaw  canal  company,"  was 
referred  afler  its  first  and  second  reading,  have  instructed  their 
chairman  to  report  adverse  to  the  bill,  for  the  following  reasons ; 
First,  because  a  bill  has  already  passed  the  House,  making  an 
appropriation  for  a  canal  from  Grand  river  to  Saginaw  river,  as 
a  state  work ;  and  secondly,  there  is  no  evidence  before  your 
committee,  that  the  requisite  notice  has  been  given«. 

E.  ELY,  Chairman. 

On  motion,  the  report  was  accepted,  and  the  committee  du»- 
charged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the  subject. 

Mr.  Eldred,  from  the  select  committee  made  the  following 

REPORT : 

The  committee  to  which  was  referred  the  complatot  against 
an  officer  of  this  House,  for  a  breach  of  its  privileges,  having 
^ven  to  the  subject  the  careful  examination  its  important  and 
delicate  character  required,  are  constrained  to  report  that  the 
subject  matter  of  the  complaint  has,  to  their  minds,  been  fully 
substantiated ;  and  that  the  honor  and  dignity  of  this  House  re- 
quire a  prompt  and  decided  action  upon  the  same.     Therefore^ 

Resolved^  That  James  Housten,  the  officer  implicated  in  the 
above  complaint,  be,  and  be  is  hereby,  discharged  from  the  office 
he  holds  as  sergeant-at-arms  in  the  House. 

Resolved^  That  this  committee  be  discharged  from  any  farther 
action  upon  the  same.    All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

On  motion,  said  report  and  resolutions  were  laid  upon  the  ta** 
ble. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Finch, 

Rewlvedy  That  the  respective  standing  committees  of  thk^ 
House  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  directed  not  to  make  any  reports 
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to  the  House  after  Wednesday  next,  unless  by  special  instruction 
of  the  House. 

Mr.  Almy  gave  notice  that  he  should,  on  some  future  day,  ask 
leave  to  bring  in  a  biii  incorporating  a  company  for  the  purpose 
of  improving  the  navigation  of  Black  river,  in  the  county  of  St 
Clair,  by  constructing  a  towing  path  on  its  banks,  &c. 

The  twenty-first  rule  being  suspended, 

Mr.  McKeen  reported  *^  A  bill  to  provide  for  the  organizati(Mi 
of  the  county  of  Eaton,*^  which  was  read  'the  first  and  second 
time  and  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Martin  presented  a  petition  from  Andrew  Mack  and 
others,  of  Wayne  county,  relative  to  the  Detroit  and  Pontiac  rail- 
road company.  Referred  to  the  committee  on  internal  improve- 
ment 

Mr.  Felch,  from  the  committee  on  enrolment,  reported  as  ror- 
rectly  enrolled  the  bill  entitled  **  A  bill  to  incorporate  the  village 
of  White  Pigeon. 

On  motion,  adjourned. 


Monday^  March  6. 

The  roll  being  called,  the  following  members  were  absent: 
Messrs.  Bii^am,  Ballard,  Calkm,  Ely,  Farrington,  Finch,  Foote, 
Howe,  Haskins,  Levake,  Munger,  Monfore,  McGafl^y,  McKeen, 
Shattuck,  Thayer,  Wisner. 

The  journal  of  the  previous  day  having  been  read,  the  follow- 
ing petitions  and  remonstrances  were  presented  and  severally  re- 
ferred : 

By  Mr.  Alden, 

A  petition  of  Ethrintye  and  others  for  an  iron  company.  Re- 
ferred to  the  committee  on  agriculture  and  manu&ctures. 

By  Mr.  Lothrop, 

A  remonstrance  of  Sylvester  Scott  and  twenty-six  others  of 
Clbton  county,  remonstrating  against  the  removal  of  the  seat 
of  justice  of  said  county.  Referred  to  the  committee  on  the  re-^ 
moval  of  seats  of  justice. 

By  the  Chair, 

A  petition  of  Benjamin  Mercer,  prayuig  for  the  estaUidbment 
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of  a  penitentiary  upon  certain  principles.    Laid  upon  the  ta- 
ble. 

By  Mr,  Shelihause, 

A  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  St.  Joseph  and  Branch 
counties,  for  a  grant  for  a  certain  railroad  therein  mentioned.  Re- 
ferred to  the  committee  on  internai  improvement. 

Mr.  Lothrop,  from  the  committee  on  banks  and  incorporations 
to  i¥hich  was  committed  the  bill  from  the  Senate  entitled  "^  A  bill 
to  incorporate  the  village  of  Mount  Clemens,**  reported  the  same 
to  fhe  House  without  amendment 

Mr*  Lee,  from  the  committee  on  claims,  to  which  was  com- 
mitted the  account  of  Robert  Abbott,  Auditor  General,  for  inci- 
dental expenses,  reported  the  same  to  the  House,  and  asked  to  be 
discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the  same,  and  that  it 
be  committed  to  the  committee  on  the  judiciary.  On  motion,  said 
committee  were  discharged,  and  the  account  committed  as  above. 

Also,  to  whom  was  committed  H.  N.  Baldwin's  bill  of  expenses 
and  certificate. 

Alsob  the  account  of  the  commissioners  on  militia  claims,  re- 
ported adverse  to  the  same,  and  moved  the  petitioners  have 
leave  to  withdraw  the  same,  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Kingsley,  from  the  committee  on  the  judiciary,  to  which 
was  committed  the  bill  from  the  Senate  entitled  ^  A  bill  to  incor- 
porate  the  village  of  Centreville,"  also  the  bill  entitled  "  A  bill 
to  authorize  the  supervisors  of  the  county  of  St.  Joseph  to  loan  a 
certain  sum  of  money,"  also  the  bill  entitled  **  A  bill  to  provide 
for  the  election  of  justices  of  the  peace  in  newly  organized  town- 
ships, and  for  other  purposes,"  reported  the  same  to  the  House 
without  amendment. 

Also  reported  a  bill  entitled  ^  A  bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled 
'An  act  to  regulate  taverns,'"  which  was  read  the  first  and  second 
time  and  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Lothrop  called  up  the  following  joint  resolution,  laid  on 
the  table  by  him  on  the  third  instant,  relative  to  adjournment : 

Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
State  of  Michigan^  That  when  this  legislature  adjourns,  it  will  ad- 
journ to  meet  at  the  capital  in  the  city  of  Detroit,  on  Tuesday, 
the  ninth  day  of  November  next 
37 
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Resolvedj  That  thid  resolution  be  sent  to  the  Senate  for  its  coin 
currence. 

Mr.  Lee  moved  to  amend  the  same,  bj  substituting  the  fol- 
lowing : 

Resolved,  If  the  Senate  concur  herein,  the  legislature  will 
adjourn  on  the  twentieth  instant,  to  meet  again  at  the  capitol  in 
the  city  of  Detroit,  on  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  September  next 

Mr.  Kellogg  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  by  striking  out 
the  words  "  twenty-fifth  day  of  September,*  in  the  last  line,  and 
insert  "first  Monday  of  October,"  in  lieu  thereof,  which  was 
negatived. 

Mr.  Lee  having  withdrawn  the  first  branch  of  the  original 
amendment,  the  question  recurring  on  the  latter  branch,  it  was^ 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Lothrop^  decided  by  yeas  and  nays  in  the  nega- 
tive, as  follow? : 

YEAS. 

Mr.  Ely, 
Mr.  Gilbert, 
Mr.  Howe, 
Mr.  Kellosg, 
Mr.  Kingsley, 
Mr.  Lee, 

NAYS, 

Mr.  Pinch, 
Mr.  Herrington, 
Mr.  Heath, 
Mr.  King, 
Mr.  Lothrop, 
Mr.  Levake, 
Mr.  Martin, 

Mr.  Ely  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table,  which*  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Lothrop,  was  decided  by  yeas  and  nays  in  the 
negative,  as  follows : 

YEASw 

Mr.  Gilbert, 
Mr.  Howe, 
Mr.  Kellogg, 
Mr.  Lee, 
Mr.  Levake, 
Mr.  Martin, 


Mr.  Alden, 
Mr.  Bingham, 
Mr.  Butter, 
Mr.  Cornell, 
Mr.  Colbalh, 
Mr.  Eldred, 


Mr.  Almy,    * 
Mr.  Brown, 
Mr.  Burbank, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Ferriii^OD^ 
Mr.  Felch, 
Mr.  Farrington, 


Mr.  Mosdy, 
Mr.  Purdy, 
Mr.  PhUlips, 
Mr.  Job  Smith, 
Mr.  Shattuck, 
Mr.  Shellhouse, 

Mr.  McKeen, 
Mr.  Ralph, 
Mr.  Jos.  Smith, 
Mr.  Wing, 
Mr.  Ward, 
Mr.  Yerkes, 
Mr.  Speaker, 


18 


21 


Mr.  Alden^ 
Mr.  Bingham, 
Mr.  Cornell, 
Mr.  Colbath, 
Mr.  Eldred, 
Mr.  Ely, 


Mr.  Mosely, 
Mr.  Purdy, 
Mr.  Phillips, 
Mr.  Job  Smith, 
Mr.  I^iattuck, 
Mr.  Speaker, 


16 
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Mr.  Almy, 
Mr.  Brown, 
Mr.  Burbank, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Ferrington, 
M     Felch. 
M     Farrington, 


NAYa 

Mr.  Finch, 
Mr.  Herrii  gton, 
Mr.  Heath, 
M  •.  Kings!ey, 
M  \  King, 
Mi'.  Lotbrop, 


Mr.  McKeen, 
Mr.  Ralph, 
Mr.  Jos.  Smith, 
Mr.  Shellhouse, 
Mh  Ward, 
Mr.  Yerkes, 


19 


Mr.  Felch  called  for  the  division  of  the  question  on  the  original 
motion,  which  was  agreed  to.  The  question  being  on  striking 
oi^t  the  words  **  on  Thursday,  the  ninth  day  of  December,**  it 
was  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Felch  moved  to  fill  the  blank  with  the  words  ^  third  day 
of  October.'' 

Mr.  Lothrop  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  by  inserting 
"  second  day  of  November,'*  which  was  negatived. 

Mf.  Lothrop  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  by  filling  the 
blank  with  "  sixteenth  day  of  October,"  which  was  negatived. 

The  question  recurring  on  the  amendment  offered  by  Mr. 
Felch,  it  was  concurred  in. 

Said  resolution  as  amended  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Mosely,  from  former  notice  given,  asked  leave  to  bring  in 

a  bill  entitled  **  A  bill  to  incorporate  the  Owasso  canal  company.*, 

The  question  being  upon  granting  leave,  it  was,  on  motion  of  Mr 

Lothrop,  decided  by  yeas  and  nays  in  the  affirmative,  as  follows  * 

YEAi. 

M  *  F  irnngton, 
M  •.  Finch, 
M  •.  Gilbert, 
M  .  H'^rrin^ton, 
M  .  H3ath, 
M  .  King, 
M  .  Lee, 
Mr.  Levake, 

NAYS. 

Mr.  Burbank, 
Mr.  Kellogg, 

Said  bill  was  read  the  first  and  second  time  and  committed  to 
the  committee  on  interna]  improvement 

The  following  communication  was  received  from  the  Execo* 
tive  by  Mr.  Pritchette,  Secretary  of  State : 


Mr.  Alden, 
Mr.  Almy, 
Mr.  Butler, 
Mr.  Cornell, 
M  \  Colbath, 
Mr.  Eldred, 
Mr.  Ely, 
Mr.  Felch, 

Mr.  Brown, 
Mr.  Bingham, 


Mr.  Mosely, 
Mr.  Purdy, 
Mr.  Ralph, 
Mr.  Shattuck, 
Mr.  Jos.  Smith, 
Mr.  Wisner, 
Mr.  Yerkes, 
Mr.  Speaker, 

Mr.  Lothrop, 


24 


902  JOURNAL  OF  THE  [Maroh  «- 

To  the  House  of  Representatioes : 

I  have  approved  and  filed  in  the  office  of  tbe  Secrelury  of 
State,  the  following  acts,  viz : 

**  An  act  in  relation  to  the  last  will  and  testament  of  Joseph 
Salato,''  and  '*  An  act  authorizing  the  board  of  supervison  of  tb» 
county  of  Lapeer  to  loan  a  certain  sum  of  money. ^ 

STliVENS  T.  MASON. 

March  e,  1837. 

Mr.  Wing,  upon  leave  granted,  presented  two  remonstrances 
from  sundry  inhabitants  of  Wayne  county,  relative  to  the  exteor 
sion  of  Fort  street.    Laid  upon  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Eldred, 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  connittittee  of  the  whole,  Mn 
Wing  in  the  chair,  on  the  bill  entitled  **  A  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Martin  Kundig,"  also  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate  entitled  *  A  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Martin  Story,  Alexander  H.  Stowell  and  N.  B. 
Carpenter,''  also  a  bill  entitled  ^  A  bill  to  anoend  an  act  entitled 
*  An  act  to  provide  for  the  inspection  of  certain  articles  therein 
mentioned,* "  and  after  spending  some  tin^e  therein,  the  committee 
rose  and  reported  the  bill  entitled  *•  A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Martia 
Kundig"  to  the  House,  with  an  an^ndment,  which  was  concurred 
in.  Said  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  thn'd  time. 
Also  reported  the  bill  entitled  "  A  bill  for  the  reBef  of  Martin  Sto- 
ry, Alexander  H.  Stowell  and  N.  R  Carpenter,**  to  the  Hous^^ 
without  amendment. 

On  nu>tion,  said  bill  was  committed  to  the  committee  on  the 
judiciary. 

Also,  reported  the  bill  entitled  ^  A  bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled 
'  An  act  to  provide  for  the  inspection  of  certain  artides  therein 
mentioned,' "  to  the  House,  without  amendment 

On  motion,  said  bill  was  laid  upon  the  table  and  ordered  te  be 
read  a  third  time  to-nwrrow. 

Mr.  Alden,  from  the  committee  on  enrolment,  reported  as  cor- 
rectly enrolled  the  bill  entitled  *'  An  act  to  incorporate  the  Detroit 
and  Pontiac  turnpike  company.*^ 

The  engrossed  bill  entitled  ^  An  act  to  incorporate  the  Grand 
rapids  bridge  company,"  was  taken  up  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  question  being  on  its  final  passage,  it  was  decided  by  yea9 
and  nays  in  the  affirmative,  as  follows : 
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Mn  AUen, 
Mn  Almy, 
Mr.  Burbanky 
Mr.  Butler, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Cornell, 
Mr.  Colbath, 
Mr.  Eldred, 
Mr.  FerriiigtoD, 
Mr.  Farrington, 
Mr.  Finch, 
Mr.  Gilbert, 


YEAS. 

Mr.  Herrington, 
Mr.  Hawe, 
Mr.  Heath, 
Mr.  Kellogg, 
Mr.  Kingsley, 
Mr.  King, 
Mr.  Lee, 
Mr«  Martin, 
Mr.  McKeen, 
Mr.  Mosely, 
Mr.  Purdy, 

NAYS. 


Mr.  Phillips, 
Mr.  Ralph, 
Mr.  Job  Smith, 
Mr.  Shattuck, 
Mr.  Jos.  Smith, 
Mr.  Shellhouse, 
Mr.  Wing, 
Mr.  Wisner, 
Mr.  Ward, 
Mr.  Yerkes, 
Mr.  Speaker, 
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The  joint  resolution  from  the  Senate  entitled  ^  A  resolution 
directing  the  puUication  of  the  laws,*  was  taken  up  and  read  a 
third  time. 

Mr.  Fetch  mored  to  recomnnit  said  resolution  to  the  committee 
on  printingf  with  the  following  instructions : 

^  With  instructions  to  requii^  the  state  printer  to  publish  the 
general  laws  of  the  legislature  in  an  extra  sheet  within  ten  days 
from  the  adjournment  of  the  legislature,  and  to  distribate  the  same 
to  certain  officers  in  all  the  counties,  and  also  that  the  several 
newspapers  named  in  the  resolution,  publish  the  same  within 
weeks,  in  their  respective  papers. 

Mr.  McKeen  moved  to  amend,  by  striking  oat  aH  after  the 
word  ''counties''  in  the  instruction,  which  was  agreed  to. 

The  question  recurring  on  committing  said  resolution,  wiA  in- 
strucfions  as  amended,  it  was  agreed  to. 

The  following  communication  was  received  finxn  the  Senate 
through  their  secretary : 

Mr.  SrmAXBM, — The  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  entitled  '^A  bill 
to  organize  the  county  of  Shiawassee,  and  to  attach  the  county 
of  Clinton  to  the  same  for  judicial  purposes,**  in  which  they  re>' 
spectfully  ask  the  concurrence  of  the  House  of  RepresentativoSr 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lothmp,  the  House  resolved  itself  into  a 
eommittee  of  the  whole,  Mr.  Butler  in  the  chair,  on  the  following 
bills :  '^  A  bill  to  provide  for  the  organization  of  the  county  cf 
Eaton  ;**  ^  A  bill  relative  to  incorporations  for  manufirtoring  pui^ 
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poses,"  and  after  spending  some  time  therein,  the  committee  rose 
and  reported  ihe  first  named  bill  to  the  House  with  sundry  amend- 
ments, which  were  concurred  in.    Also  asked  and  obtained  leave 
to  sit  again  on  the  last  named  bill. 
On  motion,  adjourned. 

AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

Mr.  Barbank  asked  and  obtained  leave  of  absence  for  Mr. 
Yerkes,  until  Wednesday  next 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Felch,  the  bill  entitled  ^*  A  bill  granting,  to 
Norman  Nash  and  Nicholas  Ayrault  the  right  to  keep  and  main- 
tain a  ferry  across  the  St  Clair  river"  was  taken  up,  and  he 
'moved  to  amend  the  same  by  inserting  the  following  to  stand  as 
a  separate  section,  which  was  agreed  to. 

Sec  7.  That  whenever,  within  the  time  of  the  continuance  cS 
the  right  under  this  act.  it  is  impracticable  to  keep  up  said  ferry 
at  the  place  hereinbefore  mentioned,  it  shall  be  lawful  fiir  said 
Norman  Nash  and  Nicholas  Ayrault  or  their  assigns,  tarun  the 
ferry  boats  between  a  point  one  half  mile  oh*ive  the  mouth  of  the 
aforesaid  Black  river  and  the  light-house  at  the  head  of  the  river 
St  Clair,  and  charge  for  ferriage  such  sums  as  are  hereinbefore 
established. 

Said  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time« 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Felch, 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  committee  of  the  whole,  Mr. 
Kingsley  in  the  chair,  on  the  bill  entitled  **A  bill  to  provide  for 
the  enlargement  of  the  state  library ;"  also,  on  the  bill  fr<Hn  the 
Senate  entitled  '*A  bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled  'An  act  U>  incorpo-^ 
rate  the  Detroit  and  Maumee  railroad  company,  approved  the 
25th  August,  1835,'*  and  after  spending  some  time  therein,  the 
committee  rose  and  reported  the  first  named  bill  to  the  House 
with  sundry  amendments,  which  were  concurred  in. 

Also  reported  the  last  named  bill  to  the  House  without  unend-^ 
ment 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lothrop, 

The  House  took  up  the  bill  entitled  *' A  bill  to  provide  for  the* 
disposition  of  the  university  and  primary  school  lands,  and  for 
other  purposes." 
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Also^  moved  to  amend  the  same  by  ioaeiliDg  the  foUowiog  to 
stand  as  the  fifteenth  and  sixteenth  sections : 

Sec.  15,  If  any  persons  who  shall  be  residing  on  any  common 
school  or  university  lands  at  the  time  of  the  passage  of  this  act, 
and  shall  have  made  any  permanent  improvement  on  the  same, 
shall  apply  to  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  to  have 
their  improvements  appraised ;  it  shill  be  the  duty  of  the  Super- 
intendent to  appoint  three  disinterested  persons  as  appraisers,  who 
shall  receive  two  dollars  per  diem  for  every  day  actually  engaged 
in  making  the  appraisal,  which  expense  shall  be  paid  by  the  appli- 
cant or  applicants. 

Sec.  16.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  appraiser  to  appraise  the 
improvements  at  their  present  cash  value,  and  also  to  appraise 
the  profits  which  the  occupant  or  occupants  have  received  from 
the  lands  by  cultivation  or  occupation,  and  deduct  the  same  from 
the  value  of  the  improvements,  and  the  balance,  if  any,  in  favor 
of  the  occupant,  they  shall  nsport  to  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Instruction,  who  shall  pay  the  same  so  reported  by  the  appraisers, 
if  he  shall  approve  of  the  report,  in  one  year  firom  the  time  the  re- 
ports shall  be  approved,  out  of  any  moneys  in  school  or  university 
funds,  as  the  case  may  be. 

The  question  bemg  on  the  adoption  of  the  above  amendment, 
it  was  negatived. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Felch,  the  twenty-first  rule  being  suspended, 
the  engrossed  bill  entitled  **  A  bill  to  provide  for  the  enlargement 
of  the  state  library,"  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  Ely  moved  to  amend  by  inserting  after  the  word  **  Govern- 
or^ in  the  second  line  of  the  third  section  the  following,  which  was 
agreed  to:  **  the  President  of  the  Senate  and  Speaker  of  the  House 
of  Representatives." 

Said  bill  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Butler,  the  engrossed  bill  entitled  ^  A  bill  to 
incorporate  the  Adrian  and  Coldwater  turnpike  road  company," 
was  taken  up  and  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  Butler,  by  unanimous  consent,  moved  to  amend  the  sixth 
section,  by  inserting  the  following,  which  was  agreed  ta  ''Pro- 
further,  if  the  said  turnpike  road  intersects  the  Chicago 
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road  before  it  reaches  the  village  of  Coldwater,  that  no  toll  gates 
ahall  be  established  od  said  Chicago  road" 

The  question  being  upon  the  passage  of  the  above  billt  it  was 
decided  by  yeas  and  nays  in  the  affirmative,  as  follows : 


Mr.  Alden, 
Mr.  Almy, 
Mr.  Brown, 
Mr.  Burbank, 
Mr.  Butler, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Cornell, 
Mr.  Colbath, 
Mr,  Elv, 
Mr.  Felch, 
Mr.  Farrington, 


YEAS. 

Mr.  Finch, 
Mr.  Gilbert, 
Mr.  Herrington, 
Mr.  Howe, 
Mr.  Heaih, 
Mr.  Kellogg, 
Mr.  Kingsiey, 
Mr.  King, 
Mr.  I..ee, 
Mr.  Lothrop, 

NAYS. 


Mr.  McGafiey, 
Mr.  Purdy, 
Mr.  Phillips, 
Mr.  .Tub  Smith, 
Mr.  Shattuck, 
Mr.  Jos.  Sntith, 
Mr.  Shellhouse, 
Mr.  Wing, 
Mr.  Ward, 
Mr.  Speaker, 
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Mr.  Ely,  from  the  committee  on  internal  improvement,  by  con- 
sent, reported  the  following  bills,  which  were  read  the  first  and 
second  time  and  laid  on  the  table : 

"  A  bill  to  incorporate  the  Genesee  and  Saginaw  railroad  com- 
pany.** 

'^A  bill  to  incorporate  the  Detroit  and  Shiawassee  railroad 
company."  . 

Mr.  Monfore  presented  a  petition  for  a  state  road  in  the  county 
of  Macomb.     Referred  to  the  committee  on  roads  and  bridges. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Burbank,  the  bill  entitled  "  A  bill  granting  to 
Thomas  Palmer,  James  McClannan  and  Daniel  Lockwood  the 
right  to  keep  and  maintain  a  ferry  across  the  St  Clair  river,  at  the 
village  of  Palmer,"  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  Felch  moved  to  recommit  said  bill  to  the  committee  on 
roads  and  bridges,  wiih  instructions  to  have  it  conform  vrith  the 
bill  entitled  <*  A  bill  granting  to  Norman  Nash  and  Nicholas  Ay- 
rank  the  right  to  keep  and  maintain  a  ferry  across  the  St  Clair 
river,"  which  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  liOthrop, 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  Mr. 
Mosely  in  the  chair,  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  **  A  bill 
to  regulate  limited  partnerships,"  and  after  spendbg  some  time 
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therein,  the  committee  rose  and  reported  the  same  to  the  House 
with  an  amendment,  which  was  concurred  in. 

Mr.  Job  Smith  asked  and  obtained  leave  of  absence  for  Messrs4 
Hunger  and  Martin. 

Mr.  Burbank  asked  and  obtained  leave  of  absence  for  Mr. 
Calkin. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  **A  bill  to  organize  the  coun- 
ty of  Shiawassee  and  to  attach  the  county  of  Clinton  to  the  same 
for  judicial  purposes,'^  was  taken  up  and  read  the  first  and  second 
time  and  committed  to  the  committee  on  the  organization  of  towns 
and  counties ; 

Also,  the  bill  entitled  ^  A  bill  to  am^nd  an  act  entitled  'An  act 
appointing  commissioners  to  lay  out  and  establish  certain  state 
roads,  approved  July  26, 1836;' " 

Also,  the  bill  entitled  "  A  bill  appointing  commissioners  to  lay 
out  and  establish  cel'tain  state  roads,"  were  read  the  first  and  se- 
cond time  and  committed  to  the  committee  on  roads  and  bridges. 

On  motion,  adjourned. 


Tuesday y  March  7. 

The  roll  being  called,  the  following  members  were  absent  J 
Messrs.  Ballard, Calkin,  Howe,  Haskins,  Monfore,  Ralph, Wisner- 

The  journal  of  the  previous  day  having  been  ifead,  the  Chair 
presented  the  following  communication  from  the  cashier  of  the 
Bank  of  Washtenaw,  which  was  referred,  with  the  accompany- 
ing documents,  to  the  committee  on  banks  and  incorporations : 

Bank  of  Washtenaw,      ) 
Arm  Arbor,  March  3,  1887.  ) 

Sir — In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  honorable  the  le- 

^slature  of  the  litate  of  Michigan,  passed  on  the  14th  February 

last,  and  received  by  me  on  the  first  instant,  I  have  the  honor  to 

transmit  to  you  herewith  a  statement  of  the  afiairs  and  condition 

of  the  bank,  duly  verified, 

And  am,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  J.  COBB*  CoBhier. 

Hon*  Chasles  W^  Whipple,  Speaker 

of  the  House  of  Representatives^  Detroit* 
38 
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Mr.  Kingsley,  from  the  committee  on  the  judiciary,  to  vrhich 
was  committed  the  resolution  from  the  Senate,  entitled  *"  A  reso- 
lution requiring  the  Attorney  General  to  reside  at  the  seat  <^ 
government,"  reported  the  same  to  the  House,  without  amend«» 
menu 

Also,  to  which  was  committed  the  bill  entitled  ^  A  bill  autbo^ 
rizing  the  board  of  supervisors  of  the  county  of  Wayne,  to  make 
certain  allowance  to  the  jailer  of  said  county,"  with  instructions, 
reported  the  same  with  the  title  so  amended  as  to  read,  **  A  bill 
authorizing  the  board  of  supervisors  of  the  several  counties  of 
this  state,  to  make  certain  allowances  to  the  jailers  of  said  coun^ 
ties." 

Also,  to  which  was  referred  a  resolution  relative  to  limited 
partnerships,  reported  adverse  to  the  object  of  the  resolution,  and 
asked  to  be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the  sub- 
ject, which  report  was  adopted 

Also,  to  whom  was  referred  a  petition  from  sundry  inhabitants 
of  the  city  of  Detroit,  relative  to  the  appointment  of  an  inspector 
of  lumber,  reported  that  they  see  no  cause  for  legislating  upon 
the  subject    Said  report  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Mosely,  from  the  committee  of  ways  and  means,  made 
the  following  report,  which  was  accepted : 

The  committee  of  ways  and^neans,  to  which  was  referred  the 
proceedings  of  a  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  the  village  of  Monroe, 
praying  for  the  passage  of  a  law  to  prohibit  the  importation  of 
ardent  spirits  into  this  state,  beg  leave  to 

REPORT: 
That  while  the  committee  highly  appreciate  the  motives  of  the 
citizens  composing  said  meeting,  and  are  folly  persuaded  that 
great  benefit  would  be  derived  to  the  public,  and  private  happi- 
ness promoted,  by  the  disuse  of  ardent  spirits,  they  are  of  opinion 
that  the  legislature  has  no  power  to  pass  a  law  prohibiting  their 
importation  into  this  state ;  that  Congress  alone  has  the  power, 
by  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  to  ^  regulate  commerce 
among  the  several  states ;"  and  your  committee  are  further  of 
opinion,  that  provided  the  legislature  had  the  power,  it  would  not  be 
proper  to  pass  a  prohibitory  act,  aflfecting  the  whole  people  of  a 
state,  upon  the  recommendation  of  a  very  small  portion  of  its  citi- 
zens, however  respectable. 
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Resoloed,  therefore^  That  it  is  inexpedient  for  the  legislature 
to  pass  any  law  upon  the  subject, 

Mr.  Alden,  from  the  c!ommittee  on  education,  to  which  was 
committed  the  bill  entitled  **  A  bill  to  incorporate  the  Michigan 
institute  association,"  reported  that  they  consider  it  inexpedient  to 
legislate  upon  the  subject  at  this  time,  which  report  was  adopted. 

Also^  to  which  was  referred  a  petition  of  the  German  inhabi- 
tants of  Detroit,  prajring  for  assistance  in  educating  their  nume- 
rous children,  reported  the  same  to  the  House,  accompanied  with 
th'3  following  resolution,  which  was  laid  upon  the  table.: 

Resoloed  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
Stale  of  Michigan^  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  state  be  autho- 
rized, and  he  is  hereby  required,  to  pay  to  the  president  of  the 
German  association,  for  the  use  of  the  school  of  said  associatiout 
on  the  warrant  of  the  Auditor  General,  dollars,  out  of  any 

money  in  the  treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Also,  reported  a  bill  entitled  ^  A  bill  to  locate  the  Michigan 
university,"  which  was  read  the  first  and  second  time  and  laid 
upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Lee,  from  the  committee  on  claims,  made  the  following  re- 
port: 

The  committee  on  claims,  to  which  was  referred  the  report  of 
the  oommissioners,  appointed  under  the  act  approTed  March 
28th,  1836,  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  the  militia  for  their 
services  in  supporting  the  supremacy  of  the  laws  of  Michigan, 
and  for  other  purposes, 

REPORT : 
That  they  have  examined  the  same,  and  find  the  amount  due 
the  several  persons  named  in  said  report,  to  be  914,652  40; 
which  sums  we  conceive  ought  to  be  paid ;  we  also  find  due  to 
the  several  persons  hereinafter  named,  the  following  sums : 
To  Thomks  Clark,  for  provisions  furnished  the  troops, 

not  reported  by  the  conm)is8ioner8,  #158  15 

MulhoUen  and  Howe,  1 1 9  00 

P.  Bennett  &  Co.,  25  00 

CSiesler  Hunt,  5  00 


Carrifd  forward,  tS07  1& 
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Brought  forward^  $307  15 

P,  Bennett  &  Co.,  6  00 

John  Bradford,  20  00 

Clark  and  Bennett,  5  00 

E.  A.  Hawes  &  Co^  4  60 

E.  A.  Hawes  &  Co^  1  88 

Leander  HiU,  10  00 

Levi  Lewis,  20  00 

Lewis  Danah,  10  00 

Gilbert  Palmer,  25  00 

H.  GUbert,  2  00 


•391  53 

Amount  allowed  by  oommissionei^  report^  14,652  40 

•15,043  93 

Ordered  to  be  paid  on  muster  roll,  13,615  83 

•28,658  76 
Appropriated  by  an  act  of  the  legislature^  1836,  15,000  00 

Necessary  to  pay  the  demands,  •13,658  76 

Also,  reported  a  bill  entitled  "  A  bill  to  discharge  the  demands 
for  supporting  the  supremacy  of  the  laws,"  which  was  read  the 
first  and  second  time  and  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  McKeen,  from  the  committee  on  the  organization  of  towns 
and  counties,  to  which  was  committed  the  bill  from  the  Senate^ 
entitled  ^  A  bill  to  organize  the  county  of  Shiawassee,  and  to  at- 
tach the  county  of  Clinton  to  the  same  for  judicial  purposes,'  re- 
ported the  same  to  the  House  with  sundry  amendmeqts. 

The  engrossed  bill  entitled  **  A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Martin 
Kundig,"  being  under  consideration,  was  read  a  third  time  and 
passed. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ^  A  bill  to  amend  an  act  enr. 
tbled  '  An  act  to  provide  for  the  inspection  of  certain  articles 
therein  mentioned,' "  being  under  consideration,  was  read  a  third 
tkoe  and  passed. 

The  engrossed  bill  entitled  ^  A  biU  granting  to  Norman  Nasb 
a^di.  liicbolas  Ayrault  the  right  of  keeping  and  maintaining  a 
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ferry  across  the  St  Clair  river,''  beiag  under  conaideratioii,  was 
read  a  third  time. 

The  question  being  on  its  final  passage,  it  was,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Bingham,  decided  by  yeas  and  nays  in  the  affirmative,  as 
follows : 


Mr.  Almy, 
Mr.  Burbank, 
Mr.  Butler, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Cornell, 
Mr.  Colbath, 
Mr.  Eldred, 
Mr.  Ely, 
Mr.  Felch, 
Mr.  Farrington, 

Mr.  Brown, 
Mr.  Bingham, 
Mr.  Ferrington, 
Mr.  Herrington, 


YEAS, 

Mr.  Pinch, 
Mr.  Foote, 

Mr.  Gilbert, 
Mr.  Howe, 
Mr.  Heath, 
Mr.  Kellogg, 
Mr.  Kingmey, 
Mr.  King, 
Mr.  Lee, 

NAYS. 

Mr.  Lothrop, 
Mr.  Levake, 
Mr.  Shellhouse, 


Mr.  Martin, 
Mr.  Monlbre, 
Mr.  McGafiey, 
Mr.  Mosely, 
Mr.  Purdy, 
Mr.  Job  Smith, 
Mr.  Shattuck, 
Mr.  Wing, 
Mr.  Ward, 
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Mr.  Jos.  Smith, 
Mr.  Ralph, 
Mr.  Speaker, 


10 


The  bill  entitled  **  A  bill  to  repeal  an  act  entitled  '  An  act  to 
incorporate  the  River  Raisin  and  Lake  Erie  railroad  company,'" 
coming  under  the  special  order  of  the  day,  was  taken  up,  and,  on 
motion,  the  House  resumed  the  consideration,  in  committee  of 
the  whole,  Mr.  Eldred  in  the  chair,  of  the  above  named  bill,  and 
after  spending  some  time  therein,  the  committee  rose,  reported 
progress,  and  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bingham, 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  wbde,  Mr* 
Burbank  in  the  chair,  on  the  bill  entitled  **  A  bill  to  locate  the 
Michigan  university,"  and  after  spending  some  time  therein,  the 
committee  rose  and  reported  the  same  to  the  House  with  amend- 
ments, which  were  concurred  in.  Said  bill  was  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  for  a  third  readiog. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ward, 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  Mr. 
Alden  in  the  chair,  on  the  following  bills.:  **  A  bill  to  amend  an 
act  entitled '  An  act  to  incorporate  the  village  of  Niles ;"'  '^  A  bill 
U)  incorporate  the  Dowagiac  hydraulic  company;"  and  idler 
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spending  some  time  therein,  the  committee  rose  and  reported  the 
same  to  the  House  with  sundry  amendments,  which  were  con- 
curred in. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ward,  the  bill  entitled  **  A  bill  to  amend  an 
^act  entitled  '  An  act  to  incorporate  the  village  of  Niks,'  ^  was 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  entitled  ^  A  bill  to  incorporate  the  Dowagiac  hydiau!> 
lie  company,"  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  Chair  presented  the  following  communication,  which,  with 
the  accompanying  documents,  were  committed  to  the  committee 
on  banks  and  incorporations : 

ExBciriTVB  Office,  ) 
March  8,  1837.      ] 

Son.  C.  W.  Wmppus,  Speaker^  4^. 

Sir — I  inclose,  to  be  submitted  to  the  House  of  Represrata-^ 
lives,  statements  of  the  condition  of  the  Bank  of  River  Raisin,  and 
of  the  Bank  of  Washtenaw,  made  in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of 
the  14th  February. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

STEVENS  T.  MASON. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Alden, 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration,  in  committee  of  the 
whole,  Mr.  Butler  in  the  chair,  of  the  bill  entitled  **  A  bill  relative 
to  incorporations  for  manu&cturing  purposes,"  and  after  spend- 
ing some  time  therein,  the  committee  rose  and  reported  the  same 
to  the  House  with  sundry  amendments,  which  were  concurred  in. 

On  motion,  said  bill  and  amendments  were  laid  upon  the  table. 

The  following  communication  was  received  from  the  Senate 
through  their  secretary : 

Mr.  Speaker — The  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  entitled  *"  A  bill 
to  incorporate  the  village  of  Constantine,''  in  which  they  respect- 
fully ask  the  concurrence  of  the  House  of  Representatives.  1 
am  also  directed  to  inform  the  House  of  Representatives,  that  the 
Senate  have  unanimously  elected  John  &  Bagg,  state  printer. 

On  motion,  adjourned 
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AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McGaffey, 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  Mr. 
Bingham  in  the  chair,  on  the  following  bills  from  the  Senate : 

**  A  bill  to  authorize  Nathaniel  Odell  to  convey  certain  lands  ;** 

''A  bill  to  incorporate  the  village  of  Mount  Clemens ;"  and 
after  spending  some  time  therein,  the  committee  rose  and  report* 
ed  the  same  to  the  House  without  amendment 

On  motion,  said  bills  were  laid  upon  tlie  tabic. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Shellhouse,  the  bill  from  the  Senate  entitled 
^  A  bill  to  authorize  the  supervisors  of  the  county  of  St  Joseph 
to  loan  a  certain  sum  of  money,"  was  taken  up  and  read  a  third 
time  and  passed. 

Also,  the  bill  from  the  Senate  entitled  ^  A  bill  to  incorporate 
the  village  of  Centrevilie,"  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  Ward  moved  to  amend  the  same  by  striking  out  the 
words,  **  and  ovmB  or  rents  a  tenement  or  some  part  thereof,"  in 
the  nineteenth  section,  which  was  agreed  to. 

Said  bill  having  been  read  a  third  time,  the  question  being  up- 
on its  final  passage,  it  was  decided  by  yeas  and  nays  in  the  af- 
firmative,  as  follows : 

YEAS. 

Mr.  Finch, 
Mr.  Foote, 
Mr.  Gilbert, 
Mr.  Herrington, 
Mr.  Howe, 
Mr.  Kellogg, 
Mr.  Monfore, 
Mr.  McGaffey, 
Mr.  McKeen^ 


Mr.  Alden, 
Mr.  Almy, 
Mr.  Burbank, 
Mr.  Butler, 
Mr.  Ballard, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  C!omell, 
Mr.  Colbath, 
Mr.  Eldred, 
Mr.  Farrington, 


Mr.  Mosely, 
Mr.  Purdy, 
Mr.  Ralph, 
Mr.  Shattuck, 
Mr.  Jo.  Smith, 
Mr.  Shellhouse, 
Mr.  Wisner, 
Mr.  Ward, 
Mr.  Speaker, 


88 


NAYS. 


The  engrossed  bill  entitled  '^  A  bill  amendatory  to  an  act  enti* 
tied '  An  act  to  provide  for  the  assessment  and  collection  of  tovnv* 
ship  and  county  taxes,' "  having  been  read  a  third  time^  was  ta- 
ken  up  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ward,  the  bill  entitled  '^  A  bill  to  amend  an 
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Mr.  McGaffey, 
Mr.  McKeeiC 
Mr.  Purdy. 
Mr.  Ralph, 
Mr.  Shattuck, 
Mr.  Jos.  Smith, 
Mr.  Shelihouse, 
Mr.  Wing, 


20 


act  entitled  *  An  act  to  incorporate  the  Michigan  state  bank,' 
with  the  amencLnents,  was  taken  up ;  he  also  moved  to  amend 
by  striking  out  the  third  section. 

Mr.  Burbank  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  by  striking  out 
all  after  the  enacting  clause. 

Mr.  Almy  moved  that  the  bill  lay  on  the  table,  which,  on  mo^ 
tioD  of  Mr,  Wisner,  was  decided  by  yeas  and  nays  in  the  affirm-* 
ative,  as  follows : 

YEAS. 

Mr.  Farrington, 
Mr.  Finch, 
Mr.  Foote, 
Mr.  Gilbert, 
Mr.  Herrington, 
Mr.  Howe, 
Mr.  Kingsley, 
Mr.  LfCe, 
Mr.  Monfore, 

NAYS. 

Mr.  Martin, 
Mr.  Mosely, 
Mr.  Phillips, 

Mr.  Almy,  from  the  committee  on  roads  and  bridges,  to  which 
was  committed  the  following  bills  from  the  Senate,  entitled  **  A 
bill  to  amend  *  An  act  appointing  commissioners  to  lay  out  and 
establish  certain  state  roads,'  approved  July  25th,  1836  ;**  '^  A 
bill  appointing  commissioners  to  lay  out  and  establish  certain 
state  roads,**  reported  the  same  to  the  House  without  amend- 
ment 

Also,  to  which  was  committed  the  bill  entitled  **  A  bill  gfani- 
ing  to  Thomas  Palmer,  James  McClannan  and  Daniel  Lockwood, 
the  right  to  keep  the  ferry  across  the  St.  Clair  river,  at  the  vil- 
lage of  Palmer,"  reported  the  same  to  the  House,  amended  in 
conformity  with  the  instructions  given. 

On  motion. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  Mr. 
Howe  in  the  chair,  on  the  following  bills  from  the  Senate :  ^  A 
bill  appointing  commissioners  lay  out  and  establish  certain  state 
roads  :**  **  A  bill  to  amend  *  An  act  appointing  commissioners  to 


Mr.  Alden, 
Mr.  Almy, 
Mr.  Bingham, 
Mr.  Butler, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Cornell, 
Mr.  Colbath, 
Mr.  Eldred, 
Mr.  Felch, 

Mr.  Burbank, 
Mr.  Kellogg, 
Mr.  Lothrop, 


Mr*  Wisner, 
Mr.  Ward, 

Mr.  Speaker, 
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lay  out  and  establish  pertain  roads,'  approved  July  25th,  1836;" 
and  after  spending  some  time  therein,  the  committee  rose  and 
Reported  that  there  was  no  quorum  present. 

Mr,  Alden  moved  a  call  of  the  House,  which  was  agreed  to, 
when  the  following  membera  were  absent :  Messrs,  Brown,  Bing- 
ham, Ballard,  Calkin,  Ely,  Ferrington,  Felch,  Herrington,  Has- 
kins,  Kellogg,  Kiog,  Lothr(jp,  Levake,  Mui^er,  Ralph,  Job 
Smith,  Shattuck,  Thayer,  Wisner,  Ward,  Yerkes. 

Mr.  Alden  moved  a  suspension  of  tile  call  of  the  House,  whioh 
was  agreed  ta 

Oa  motion,  adjourned 


Wednetdatfy  March  6. 

The  roll  being  called,  the  following  members  were  absent: 
Messrs,  Almy,  Bingham,  Calkin,  Eldred,  Ferrington,  Herrington, 
Howe,  Haskins,  Kingsley,  I»evake,  Munger,  Shattuck,  J06.  Smith, 
Thayen 

The  journal  of  the  previous  day  having  been  read,  Mr.  Lo» 
throp,  from  the  committee  on  banks  and  incorporations,  reported 
a  bill  entitled  *'  A  bill  to  prohibit  the  banks  of  this  state  from  issu- 
ing notes  of  a  less  denomination  than  five  dollars,  and  for  other 
purposes,"  which  was  read  the  firfit  and  second  time,  and  a>nimit- 
ted  to  conmiittee  of  the  whole,  and  the  printing  dispensed  with. 

Also,  reported  a  bill  entitled  ''  A  bill  regulating  proceedings 
agaif»t  corporations  in  equity,"  which  was  7ead  the  first  and  se- 
cond time  and  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole,  and  oixler*' 
ed  to  be  fNrimted. 

Mr.  Kingsley,  from  the  committee  on  the  judkiary,  reported  a 
bill  entitled  **  A  bill  declaring  a  part  of  St.  Joseph  and  Cddwater 
rivers  pubKc  highways,"  which  was  read  a  -first  and  second  lime 
and  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Pelch,  from  the  select  committee  to  viBoh  was  committed 
the  bill  entitled  **  A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Goodnch,"  reported 
die  same  to  the  House  with  amendments. 

Mr.  Ward,  from  the  committee  on  the  removal  of  seats  of  jiw^ 
tioe,  made  the  following  report : 
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The  committee  on  the  removal  of  seats  of  justice,  to  ^hich  was 
referred  a  petition  of  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Clinton,  prayipg 
for  the  removal  of  the  county  seat  of  said  county, 

REPORT. 

Clinton  county  contains  less  than  one  thousand  inhabitants,  and 
from  the  strong  expressions  manifested  by  this  House,  against  the 
removal  of  seats  of  justice  of  any  county  with  a  population  less 
than  from  three  to  five  thousand,  your  committee  deemed  it  inex- 
pedient to  legislate  upon  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners ;  therefore. 

Be  it  resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatioes  of 
the  State  of  Michigan^  That  the  committee  on  the  removal  of 
seats  of  justice  be  discharged  from  the  further .  consideration  of 
the  petition  of  inhabitants  of  Clinton  county,  praying  for  the  remo* 
val  of  the  seat  of  justice  of  said  county. 

On  motion,  the  resolution  accompanying  the  report  was  adopted^ 

Mr.  Wing,  from  the  committee  on  the  judiciary,  to  which  was 
committed  the  bill  entitled  *' A  bill  to  authorize  the  draining  of 
certain  lands,"  reported  the  same  to  the  House  with  sundry 
amendments. 

On  motion,  said  bill  and  amendments  were  ordered  to  be  print* 
ed. 

Also,  reported  a  bill  entitled  **  A  bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled 
*  An  act  coDoeming  mortgages,'"  which  was  read  a  iBrst  and  se* 
cond  time  and  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Farrington,  from  the  committee  on  the  equalization  of  tax- 
es, reported  a  bill  entitled  **  An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled '  An 
act  to  regulate  highways,' "  which  was  read  a  first  and  second 
time  and  committed  to  the  committee  of  the  whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Purdy, 

Sestlved^  That  the  committee  of  ways  and  means  be  instruct* 
ed  to  inquire  into  and  report  to  this  House  their  i^inion  upon  the 
best  mode  of  disposing  of  the  surplus  fond,  and  five  per  cent  pro* 
ceeds  from  the  sale  of  die  public  lands. 

Mr.  Ely  gave  notice  that  he  should,  on  some  fiiture  day,  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  authorizing  the  boafd  of  supervisors  </ 
the  respective  counties  of  tliis  state  to  borrow  money  to  be  ap- 
jilifBd  tpihe  erection  of  county  buildings. 
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Mr.  McKeen  gave  notice  that  he  should,  on  a  future  dayt  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  amend,  an  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  in- 
corporate the  St  Clair  and  Borneo  railroad  company  ;"  also,  a 
bill  to  incorporate  ''The  Sharon  and  Lapeer  railroad  company  •'^ 

Mr.  Job  Smith  gave  notice  that  he  should,  on  some  future  day, 
ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  incorporate  *^  The  Mount  Pleasant 
steam  mill  company,  county  of  Wayne,  with  a  capital  of  twen^- 
five  thousand  dollars,  with  the  privilege  of  increasing  the  same  to 
fifty  thousand." 

Mr.  loosely  asked  and  obtained  leave  of  absence  for  Mr.  Almy. 

On  motion, 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whde,  Mr. 
Ward  in  the  chair,  on  the  following  bills : 

'^  An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  '  An  act  to  regulate  high- 
ways."* 

**  A  bill  to  prohibit  the  banks  of  this  state  from  issuing  bank 
notes  of  a  less  denomination  than  five  dollars,  and  for  other  purpo- 
ses ;"  and  after  spending  some  time  therein,  the  committee  rose 
and  reported  the  first  named  bill  to  the  House  without  amend- 
ment Said  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading; 
also,  reported  progress  on  the  last  named  bill,  and  asked  and  ob- 
tained leave  to  sit  again. 

The  following  communication  was  received  from  the  Execu* 
tive  by  Mr.  Pritchette,  Secretary  of  State : 

To  the  House  of  Repreaentatives : 

I  have  this  day  approved  and  filed  in  the  ofllice  of  the  Secreta- 
ry of  State,  the  following  acts,  viz : 

*^  An  act  entitled  'An  act  to  incorporate  the  village  of  White 
Pigeon  ;•  " 

**  An  act  to  incorporate  the  Detroit  and  Pontiac  turnpike  com* 
pany.** 

STEVENS  T,  MASON. 

Detroit,  March  8,  1837. 

The  engrossed  bill  entitled  "  A  bill  to  incorporate  the  Dowagiac 
hydraulic  company,"  being  under  consideration,  was  read  a  third 
time. 
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The  question  being  on  its  final  passage,  it  was  decided  by  yeas 
and  nays,  as  follows : 


YEAS. 

Mr.  Finch, 
Mr.  Foote, 
Mr.  Gilbert, 
Mr.  Herrington^ 
Mr.  Kellogg, 
Mr.  Kingsley, 
Mr.  King, 
Mr.  Lcc, 
Mr.  Lothrop, 
Mr.  Monfore, 

NAYS. 


Mr.  Alden, 

Mr.  Bingham, 

Mr.  Burbank, 

Mr.  Ballard, 

Mr.  Burke, 

Mr.  Cornell, 

Mr.  Colbath,. 

Mr.  Eldred, 

Mr.  Ely, 

Mr.  Felch, 

Mr.  Farrington,  31 

Mr.  Phillips, 

The  engrossed  bill  entitled  "A  bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled 
*  An  act  to  incorporate  the  viflagc  of  Nilcs,'"  being  under  consid- 
eration, was  read  a  third  time. 

The  question  boing  upon  its'  final  passage,  it  was  decided  by 
yeas  and  nays  in  the  affirmative,  as  follows : 


Mr.  McGaffey^ 
Mr.  McKeen, 
Mr.  Mosely, 
Mr.  Purdy, 
Mr.  Job  JSmith, 
Mr.  Shattuck, 
Mr.  Jos.  Smith, 
Mr.  Shellhouse, 
Mr.  Wing, 
Mr.  Ward, 


Mr.  Alden, 
Mr.  Burbank, 
Mr.  Butler, 
Mr.  Ballard, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Colbath, 
Mr.  Eldred, 
Mr.  Ely,  ^ 
Mr..  Farrii^ony 
Mr.  Finch, 
Mr.  Foote, 


YEAS. 

Mr.  Gilbert, 
Mr.  Herrington, 
Mr.  Heath, 
Mr.  Kellogg, 
Mr.  Kingsley^ 
Mr.  King, 
Mr.  Lee, 
Mr.  Lothrop, 
Mr.  Martin, 
Mr.  Monfore, 
Mr,  McGaffey, 

NAYS. 


Mr.  McKeen, 
Mr.  Mosely, 
Mr.  Purdv, 
Mr.  Pbfllips, 
Mr.  Job  Smith, 
Mr.  Shattuck, 
Mr.  Jos.  Smith, 
Mr.  Shellhouse, 
Mr.  Wing, 
Mr.  Ward^ 


32 


0 


The  engrossed  bill  entitled  "  A  bill  to  locate  the  university  of 
M  <*hiQ:aa,''  was  taken  up  for  its   third  reading.     Mr.  McKeen 

ivod  to  re''.>;si  Vr  the  vote  taken  on  the  order  for  theengross- 
leiit  .in.i  tlii  \u  red  ling  *jf  the  above  bill,  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Ward  moved  to  reconsider  tlie  vote  taken  on  the  amend- 
ments made  in  committee  of  the  whole,  which  was  agreed  to.  On 
motion  of  Mr.  Alden,  said  bill  was  laid  upon  the  table.    On  mo- 
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tion  of  Mr.  Finch,  the  joint  resolution  from  the  Senate,  entitled 
**A  resolution  requiring  the  Attorney  General  to  reside  at  the 
seat  of  government,"  was  taken  up  for  consideration. 

Mr.  McKeen  moved  to  amend  the  same  by  striking  out  all  af- 
ter the  enacting  clause. 

Mr.  Lee  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  by  inserting  the  fol- 
lowing :  "  to  reside  at  the  seat  of  government  during  the  sessi(H2 
of  the  legislature,"  which  was  negatived. 

The  question  recurring  on  the  amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Mo- 
Keen,  it  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wisner,  decided  by  yeas  and  nays 
in  the  negative,  as  follows  : 


Mr.  Colbath, 
Mr.  Finch, 

Mn  Heath, 

Mr.  Alden, 
Mr.  Bingham, 
Mr.  Burbank, 
Mr.  Butler, 
Mr.  Ballard, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Cornell, 
Mr.  Eldred, 
Mr-  Ely, 
Mr.  Felch, 


YEAS. 

Mr.  Lee, 
Mr.  Monfore, 
Mr.  McKeen, 

NAYS. 

Mr.  Farrington, 
Mr.  Foote, 
Mr.  Gilbert, 
Mr.  Herrington, 
Mr.  Kellogg, 
Mr.  Kingsley, 
Mr.  King, 
Mr.  Lothrop, 
Mr.  Martm, 


Mr.  Moselv, 
Mr.  Phaiii;s, 
Mr.  Ward, 

Mr.  McGaffey, 
Mr.  Purdy, 
Mr.  Ralph, 
Mr.  Job  Smith, 
Mr.  Shattuck, 
Mr.  Jos.  Smith, 
Mr.  Shellhouse, 
Mr.  Wing, 
Mr.  Ward, 
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Mr.  Burbank  moved  that  the  resolution  be  laid  upon  the  table, 
which  was  negatived. 

The  question  being  upon  concurring  in  the  resolution,  it  was, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Monfore,  decided  by  yeas  and  nays  in  the  affir- 
mative, as  follows  : 


Mr.  Alden, 
Mr.  Bingham, 
Mr.  Butler, 
Mr.  Ballard, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Cornell, 
Mr.  Eldred, 
Mr.  Ely, 
Mr.  Felch, 
Mr.  Farrington, 


YEAS. 

Mr.  Foote, 
Mr.  Gilbert, 
Mr.  Herrington, 
Mr.  Kellogg, 
Mr.  Kingsley, 
Mr.  King, 
Mr.  Lee, 
Mr.  Lothrop, 
Mr.  Maxuu, 


Mr.  McGaffey, 
Mr.  Pardv, 
Mr.  Ralpii, 
Mr.  Job  Smith, 
Mr.  Shattuck, 
Mr.  Jos.  Smith, 
Mr.  Shellhouse, 
Mr.  Wing, 
Mr.  Ward, 


28 
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Mr.  PhOUps, 
Mr.  Wianer, 


NAYS. 

Mr.  Colbath,  Mr.  Monfore, 

Mr.  Finch,  Mr.  Mosely, 

Mr.  Heath,  7 

The  following  communication  was  received  from  the  Senate 
through  their  secretary : 

Mr.  Speaker — I  am  directed  by  the  Senate  to  transmit  to  the 
House  of  Representatives,  the  enclosed  resolution,  which  has 
passed  the  Senate,  relative  to  a  suspension  of  the  eighth  joint 
rule,  in  which  they  respectfully  a^k  the  concurrence  of  the  House. 

The  joint  resolutfon  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "A  resolution 
relative  to  the  suspension  of  the  eighth  rule,"  was  taken  up.  The 
question  being  upon  concurring,  it  was  decided  by  yeas  and  nays 
in  the  affirmative,  as  follows : 


Mr.  Alden, 
Mr.  Binsham, 
Mr.  Burbank, 
Mr.  Butler, 
Mr.  Ballard, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Cornell, 
Mr.  Colbath, 
Mr.  Eldred, 
Mr.  Ely, 
Mr.  Farrington, 


YEAS. 

Mr.  Finch, 
Mr.  Foote, 
Mr.  Gilbert, 
Mr.  Herrington, 
Mr.  Heath, 
Mr.  Kellogg, 
Mr.  Kingsley, 
Mr.  King, 
Mr.  Lee, 
Mr.  Lotiurop, 
Mr.  Martin, 

NAYS. 


Mr.  Monfore, 
Mr.  McGafiey, 
Mr.  Purdy, 
Mr.  Ralph, 
Mr.  Job  Smitfv 
Mr.  Shattuck, 
Mr.  Jos.  Smitlv 
Mr.  Shellhouse^ 
Mr.  Wing,     . 
Mr.  Wisner, 
Mr.  Ward, 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  Felch,  the  bill  from  the  Senate  entitled  **  A 
bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled  'An  act  to  inccnTporate  the  Detroit 
and  Maumee  railroad  company,'  approved  the  35th  August, 
ISSS,**  was  taken  up  and  read  a  third  time.  The  question  being 
upon  its  final  passage,  it  was  decided  by  yeas  and  nays  in  the 
affirmative,  as  follows : 


Mr.  Alden, 
Mr.  Butler, 
Mr.  Ballard, 
Mr.  Cornell, 
Mr.  Colbatli^ 
Mr.  Eldred, 


YEAS. 

Mr.  Foote, 
Mr.  Gilbert, 
Mr.  Herrington, 
Mr.  Heath, 
Mr.  Kellogg, 
Mr.  King, 


Mr.  McKeen, 
Mr.  Mosely, 
Mr.  Pimiy, 
Mr.  Ralph, 
Mr.  Job  Smithy 
Mr.  Shattuck^ 
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Mr.  Ely, 
Mr.  Felch, 
Mr.  Finch, 


Mr.  Lothrop, 
Mr.  Monfore, 
Mr.  McGaifey, 

NAYS. 


Mr.  Wisncr, 
Mr.  Ward, 


26 


On  motion  of  Mr.  Monfore, 

The  bill  entitled  ^A  bill  granting  Thomas  Palmer,  James 
McCIannan,  and  Daniel  Lockwood,  the  right  to  keep  and  maintain 
a  ferry  across  the  St  Clair  rirer,  at  the  village  of  Palmer,"  was 
taken  up  for  consideration. 

Mr.  Jos.  Smith  moved  to  amend  the  fourth  section  by  striking 
out  all  from  the  commencement  of  the  thirteenth  to  the  end  of 
the  nineteenth  line,  which  was  negatived.  Also,  moved  further  to 
amend  by  striking  out  the  words  ''two  thirds"  in  the  sixth  section, 
second  line,  which  was  negatived. 

The  question  being  upon  the  engrossnoenC  and  tliird  readii^  of 
the  bill,  it  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Binghamt  decided  by  yeas  and 
nftys  in  the  affirmative,  as  follows: 


Mr.  Alden, 
Mr.  Burbank, 
Mr.  Butler, 
Mr.  Ballard, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Ckmiell, 
Mr.  Ely, 
Mr.  Felch, 
Mr.  Farrington, 
Mr.  Pinch, 


Mr.  Bingham, 
Mr.  Lee, 


YEAS- 

Mr.  Foote, 
Mr.  Gilbert, 
Mr.  Herrington, 
Mr.  Heath, 
Mr.  Kellogg, 
Mr.  Kingsley, 
Mr.  King, 
Mr.  Martin, 
Mr.  Monfore, 

NAYS. 

Mr.  Lothrop, 
Mr.  PhilUps, 


Mr.  McGaflfey, 
Mr.  McKeen, 
Mr.  Mosely, 
Mr.  Purdv, 
Mr.  Ralph, 
Mr.  Job  Smith, 
Mr.  Shattuck, 
Mr.  Wing, 
Mr.  Wisner, 
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Mr.  Jos.  Smith, 
Mr.  Shellhonse, 


6 


On  motion,  adjourned. 


AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

Mr,  Butler  asked  and  obtained  leave  of  absence  fixr  Mr.  Finely 
for  an  indefinite  time. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Monfore, 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  entitled  ^'A  bHl  to  incorporate  the 
village  of  Mount  Clemens,"  was  taken  up  tad  read  a  third  timtt* 
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The  question  being  upon  its  final  passage,  it  was  decided  by  yeas 
and  nays  in  the  atfirmative,  as  follows : 


Mr.  Burbank, 
Mr.  Butler, 
Mr.  Ballard, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Cornell, 
Mr.  Colbath, 
Mr.  Ferrington, 
Mr.  Felch, 
Mr.  Farrington, 
Mr.  Finch, 
Mr.  Foote, 


YEAS. 

Mr.  Gilbert, 

Mr.  Herrington, 
Mr.  Heath, 
Mr.  Kellogg, 
Mr.  Kingsley, 
Mr.  King, 
Mr.  Lothrop, 
Mr.  Martin, 
Mr.  Monfore, 
Mr.  McGaffey, 

NAYS. 


Mr.  Mosely, 
Mr.  Purdy, 
Mr.  Phillips, 
Mr.  Ralph, 
Mr.  Job  Smith, 
Mr.  Shattuck, 
Mr.  SheUhouse, 
Mr.  Wing, 
Mr.  Wisner, 
Mr.  Ward, 


81 


On  motion  of  Mr.  McKeen, 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  entitled  "  A  bHl  to  organize  the  county 
of  Shiawassee,  and  to  attach  the  county  of  Clinton  to  the  same 
for  judicial  purposes,"  with  sundry  amendments,  reported  by  the 
committee  on  the  organization  of  towns  and  counties,  was  taken 
up  and  the  amendments  concurred  in ;  the  twenty-second  rule 
being  suspended,  said  bill  having  been  read  a  third  time,  passed. 

The  engrossed  bill  entitled  "A  bill  to  provide  for  the  disposition 
of  the  university  and  primary  school  lands,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses," being  under  consideration,  was  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  Ward  moved  to  amend,  by  filling  the  blank  in  the  seven- 
teenth section  with  **  five  hundred  thousand  dollars." 

Mr.  Felch  moved  to  insert  "  three  millions  of  dollars." 

Mr.  Burbank  moved  to  recommit  said  bill  to  the  committee  on 
education,  with  instructions. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ward,  said  bill  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McKeen,  the  bill  from  the  Senate  entitled, 
•*  A  bill  to  organize  certain  townships,"  was  taken  up. 

On  motion,  the  bill  originating  in  the  House  was  incorporated 
as  an  amendment  in  the  bill  originating  in  the  Senate. 

On  motion,  the  amendments  to  said  bill  were  ordered  to  be 
engrossed. 

The  following  communication  was  received  fi*om  the  Senate 
through  their  secretary : 
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Mr.  Spbaxer — The  Senate  have  passed  blDs  entitled  as  fol^ 
lows :  •*  A  bill  to  incorporate  the  Bank  of  the  commonwealth  of 
Michigan,'*  and  "  A  bill  to  incorporate  the  village  of  Tecumseh.* 
I  also  herewith  return  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  where 
they  ori^nated,  a  bill  entitled  ^  A  bill  to  organize  and  r^;ttlate 
banking  associations :"  and  a  bill  entitled  ^  A  bill  to  amend  an  act 
endtledt  'An  act  to  vacate  the  present  seat  of  justice  of  Berrien 
county,  and  to  establish  the  same  at  the  village  of  Berrien,  in  said 
county/  "  with  amendments ;  in  which  bills  and  amendments,  the 
concurrence  of  the  House  of  Representatives  is  respectfully  re- 
quested. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Shellhouse, 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  Mr. 
Howe  in  the  chair,  on  the  bill  entitled  '^  A  bill  authorizizig  the 
board  of  supervisors  of  the  several  counties  of  this  state,  to  make 
certain  allowances  to  the  jailers  of  said  counties ;"  and  after 
spending  some  time  therein,  the  committee  rose  and  reported  the 
same  to  the  House  with  sundry  amendments,  which  were  qod- 
curred  in. 

On  motion,  said  bill  v^as  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading. 

Mr.  Mosely  moved  that  the  House  adjourn,  which  was  nega- 
tived. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Finch,  the  bill  entitled,  "  A  bill  to  organize 
and  regulate  banking  associations,**  with  sundry  amendments  made 
thereto  by  the  Senate,  was  taken  up  and  concurred  in. 

Mr.  McGaffby  moved  that  the  bill  be  laid  upon  the  table,  which 
was  negatived. 

Mr.  McKeen  moved  that  the  bill  be  laid  on  the  table,  which 
was  agreed  ta 

The  following  bills  &om  the  Senate  were  taken  up  and  read 
the  first  and  second  time,  and  committed  to  the  committee  on 
banks  and  incorporations : 

**  A  bill  to  incorporate  the  village  of  Constantino." 

"  A  bill  to  incorporate  the  village  of  Tecumseh." 

^  A  bill  to  incorporate  the  Bank  of  the  commonwealth  of 
Michigan." 

40 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  Ely,  the  following  bills  were  made  die  spe- 
cial order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow. 

^  A  bill  to  incorporate  the  Genesee  and  Saginaw  railroad  com* 
pany." 

"^  A  bill  to  incorporate  the  Detroit  and  Shiawassee  railroad 
company." 

**  A  bJU  to  incorporate  the  Ypsilanti  and  Manchester  raibroad 
company." 

On  motion,  ac^oumed. 


Thursday^  March  9. 
-  The  roll  being  called,  the  following  members  were  absent  i 
Messrs.  Calkin,  Eldred,  Felch,  Haskins,  Levake,  Monger,  Martin^ 
Thayer,  Wisner. 

The  journal  of  the  previous  day  having  been  read, 

Mr.  Kingsley,  from  the  committee  on  the  judiciary,  to  wfaicb 
was  committed  the  bill  from  the  Senate  entitled  **  A  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Martin  Story,  Alexander  H.  Stowell  and  N.  B.  Carpen- 
ter," reported  the  same  to  the  House  without  amendment 

Mr.  Lothrop,  from  the  committee  on  banks  and  incorporations,, 
to  which  was  committed  the  bill  from  the  Senate  entitled  "A  bill 
to  incorporate  the  village  of  Constantine,"  reported  the  same  to 
the  House  without  amendment. 

Also,  to  which  was  committed  the  bill  from  the  Senate  entitled 
«*  A  bill  to  incorporate  the  village  of  Tecumseh,"  reported  the  same 
to  the  House  with  an  amendment,  which  was  concurred  in. 

Mr.  McKeen,  from  former  notice  given,  asked  and  obtained 
leave  to  bring  in  bill  entitled  ^  A  bill  to  incorporate  the  Hu-^ 
ron  and  Lapeer  railroad  company,"  which  was  read  the  first  and 
second  time  and  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Monfore,  from  former  notice  given,  asked  and  obtained 
leave  to  biing  in  a  bill  entitled  "A  bill  supplementary  to  an  act  en- 
titled *  An  act  to  incorporate  the  St  Clair  and  Romeo  railroad 
company,' "  which  was  read  the  first  and  second  time  and  laid  upon 
the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lothrop,  the  two  last  named  bills  were  eom- 
mitted  to  the  committee  on  internal  improvement 
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The  special  order  of  the  day  was  taken  up,  arid  on  motion,  again 
laid  upon  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lothrop,  the  bill  from  the  Senate  entitled  •*  A 
Ul  to  incorporate  the  village  of  Constantine,"  was  taken  up  and 
congidered  as  in  committee  of  the  whole. 

Said  bill  having  been  read  a  third  time,  the  question  being  upon 
kM  final  passage,  it  was  decided  by  yeas  and  tuBiys  in  the  afBrma^ 
tive,  as  follows: 


Mr.  Alden, 
If  r«  Brown, 
Mr.  Burb&nk, 
Mr.  Butler, 
Mr.  Ballard, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Colbadi, 
Mr.  Felch, 
Mr.  Farrington, 
Mr.  Finch, 
Mr.  Foote, 
Mr.  Gilbert, 


YEAS. 

Mr.  Herrington, 
Mr.  Howe, 
Mr.  Kellogg, 
Mr.  King, 
Mr.  Lee, 
Mr.  Lothrop, 
Mr.  Levake, 
Mr.  Martin, 
Mr.  Monfore, 
Mr.  McGaffey, 
Mr.  McKeen, 

NAYS. 


Mr.  Mosely, 
Mr.  Purdy, 
Mr.  Phillips, 
Mr.  Ralph, 
Mr.  Shattuck, 
Mr.  Jos.  Smith, 
Mr.  Shellhouse, 
Mr.  Wing, 
Mr.  Wisner, 
Mr.  Ward, 
Mr.  Speaker, 


34 
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Abo,  the  bill  from  the  Senate  entitled  **  A  bill  to  incorporate 
the  village  of  Tecumseh,"  was  taken  up  and  considered  as  in  com- 
mittee of  the  whole. 

Said  bill  having  been  read  a  third  time,  the  question  being  upon 
its  final  passage,  it  was  decided  by  yeas  and  nays  in  the  affirma- 
tivei,  as  follows : 


Mr.  Alden, 
Mr.  Brown, 
Mr.  Bingham, 
Mr.  Burfoank, 
Mr.  Butler, 
Mr.  Ballard, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Colbath, 
Mr.  Farrington, 
Mr.  Finch, 
Mr.  Gilbert, 


YEAS, 

Mr.  Herrington, 
Mr.  Howe, 
Mr.  Heath, 
Mr.  Kellogg, 
Mr.  King, 
Mr.  Lee, 
Mr.  Lothrop, 
Mr.  Levake, 
Mr.  Martin, 
Mr.  Monfore, 


Mr.  McGaffey, 
Mr.  McKeen, 
Mr.  Mosely, 
Mr.  Ralph, 
Mr.  Shattuck, 
Mr.  Jos.  Smith, 
Mr.  Shellhouse, 
Mr.  Wisner, 
Mr.  Ward, 
Mr.  Speaker, 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  Shellhouse, 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration,  in  committee  of  the 
whole,  Mr.  Howe  in  the  chair,  of  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  enti- 
tled ''A  bill  appointing  commissioners  to  lay  out  and  establish 
certain  state  roads,"  and  after  spending  Some  time  therein,  the 
committee  rose  and  reported  the  same  to  the  House  witti  sundry 
amendments,  which  were  concurred  in. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Alden,  said  bill  was  recommitted  to  the  com- 
mittee on  roads  and  bridges,  with  instructions  to  incorporate  wHh 
it  by  way  of  amendment,  the  bill  originated  in  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives, entitled  "  A  bill^  to  lay  out  and  establish  certain 
state  roads." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McGaffey,  the  bill  from  the  Senate  entitled 
*'A  bill  to  authorize  Nathaniel  Odell  to  convey  certain  lands,*^ 
was  taken  up  for  consideration,  and  read  a  third  tim6  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ely,  the  bill  entitled  "  A  bill  authorizing  the 
building  of  certain  dams  therein  named,"  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed and  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Finch,  the  bill  entitled  **  A  bill  to  provide  for 
the  disposition  of  the  university  and  primary  school  lands,  and 
for  other  purposes,"  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  ^Yard  asked  for  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  House  for 
the  purpose  of  offering  the  following  amendment : 

Sec.  13.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Superintendent,  on  the  first 
Monday  of  every  month,  to  deposite  all  moneys  remaining  in  his 
hands  on  account  of  the  university  or  school  funds,  in  the  deposite 
bank  of  this  state,  and  take  the  receipt  of  the  cashier  thereof  for 
the  same :  And  at  the  same  time  he  shall  transmit  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  an  account  of  the  lands  sold,  and  the  names  of  the 
persons  purchasing  the  same.  The  moneys  so  deposited  may  be 
loaned  to  such  counties  of  this  state  as  may  apply  for  a  portion 
thereof;  but  no  loan  to  any  one  county  shall  exceed  the  sum  of 
fifteen  thousand  dollars,  or  for  a  term  of  time  less  than  ten  years, 
and  that  no  loan  shall  be  made  to  any  county  unless  the  faith  of 
the  same  shall  be  pledged  to  pay  the  interest  annually,  and  the 
principal  whenever  called  for  after  ten  years :  And  it  is  further 
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provided,  that  should  a  balance  of  said  money  remain  after  sup- 
pl]ing  all  counties  which  may  apply  for  the  same,  the  Superintend- 
ent is  hereby  authorized  to  loan  the  same  to  individuals  on  bond 
and  mortgage  on  unincumbered  lands,  valued  in  double  the  amount 
of  the  moneys  loaned  :  Provided  always,  That  no  moneys  shall 
be  drawn  from  such  deposite  bank  by  the  said  department  until 
the  securities  hereinbefore  required  by  this  act  shall  be  deposited 
with  the  cashier  of  said  bank,  to  be  transmitted  by  him  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  State. 

Objections  being  made  to  the  amendment,  on  motion,  said  bill 
was  laid  upon  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Finch, 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration,  in  committee  of  the 
whole,  Mr.  Ward  in  the  chair,  of  the  bill  entitled  '^  A  bill  to  in- 
corporate the  Michigan  college,"  also  included  the  bill  entitled  ^'A 
bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled  'An  act  concerning  mortgages,' "  and 
after  spending  some  time  therein,  the  committee  rose  and  reported 
the  same  to  the  House,  with  sundry  amendments,  which  were 
concurred  in. 

On  motion,  said  bills  were  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McGaffey,  the  bill  entitled  ''  A  bill  declaring 
a  part  of  the  St  Joseph  and  Coldwater  rivers  public  high- 
ways," was  taken  up  and  considered  as  in  committee  of  the 
whole. 

On  motion,  said  bill,  having  been  read  a  third  time,  was  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Kingsley,  the  bill  entitled  "  A  bill  relative 
to  incorporations  for  manufacturing  purposes,"  was  taken  up  for 
consideration. 

Also,  moved  to  amend  the  same  by  striking  out  the  words 
('  manufacturing  of  lumber  in  all  its  branches,"  m  the  third  line  of 
the  first  section,  which,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Ward,  was  decided  by 
yeas  and  nays  in  the  affirmative,  as  follows : 

YEAS. 

Mr.  Bingham,  Mr.  Kelloeg,  Mr.  McGaffey, 

Mr.  Burbank,  Mr.  Kingsley,  Mr.  Mosely, 

Mr.  Gilbert,  Mr.  Lee,  ^    Mr.  Purdv, 

Mr.  Herrington,  Mr.  Lothrop,  Mr.  Ralph, 

Mr.  Howe,  Mr.  Martin,  Mr.  Shellhouse,      15 
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Mr.  Buder,  Mr.  Finch,  Mr.  Jos.  Smhh, 

Mr.  Cornell,  Mr.  Footc,  Mr.  Wing, 

Mr.  Colbath,  Mr.  Job  Smith,  Mr.  Wisner, 

Mr.  Felch,  Mr.  Shattuck,  Mr.  Ward, 

Mr.  Farrington,  13 

On  motion,  said  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Burbank,  the  bill  entitled  "  A  bill  to  amend 
an  act  entitled  *  An  act  to  regulate  taverns,' "  was  taken  up  and 
considered  as  in  committee  of  the  whole,  and  after  a  consideration 
of  sundry  amendments,  was  again  laid  upon  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ward,  the  bill  entitled  "  A  bill  to  amend  an 
act  entitled  *  An  act  to  create  a  fund  for  the  benefit  of  certain  mo- 
neyed corporations,  and  for  other  purposes,' "  was  taken  up  and 
considered  as  in  committee  of  the  whole,  and  on  motion,  said  biD 
was  again  laid  upon  the  table. 

The  following  communication  was  received  from  the  Senate 
through  their  secretary : 

Mr.  Speaker — In  pursuance  of  the  rules  of  the  Senate,  Ih^!e. 
with  return  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  where  it  originated, 
the  bill  entitled  ^  A  bill  to  establish  the  seat  of  justice  of  Branch 
county,"  with  an  amendment,  in  which  the  concurrence  of  the 
House  is  respectfully  requested. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Finch,  the  joint  resdution  relative  to  loaning 
$20,000  was  taken  up. 

The  Speaker  (Mr.  Lothrop  being  in  the  chair)  moved  to  com- 
mit the  resolution  to  a  select  committee,  with  instructicns  to  make 
the  same  conform  to  the  resolution  heretofore  passed  by  thQ 
House,  loaning  $25,000  to  the  Detroit  and  St  Joseph  ra^oad 
company,  which  was  agreed  to. 

The  Chair  announced  the  following  as  said  committee :  Messrs. 
Finch,  Ward  and  Brown. 

Mr.  Kingsley  moved  that  the  House  adjourn,  which  was  n^a- 
tived. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ward,  tl^e  bill  entitled  "  A  bill  to  amend  an 
act  entitled  '  An  act  to  vacate  the  present  seat  of  justice  cf  the 
county  of  Berrien,  and  to  establish  the  same  at  the  village  of  Ber- 
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rien,  in  said  county,"  with  an  amendment  made  thereto  by  the 
Senate,  was  taken  up  and  concurred  in. 

Said  bill  as  amended  passed. 

Mr.  Kingsley,  from  the  committee  on  the  judiciary,  to  whidi 
was  committed  the  bill  entitled  '*  A  bill  to  provide  for  the  election 
of  state  officers,"  reported  the  same  to  the  House,  with  sundxy 
amendments. 

Mr.  McReen  moved  to  amend  ^aid  bill  by  striking  out  all  after 
the  enacting  clause. 

Mr.  Moofore  moved  as  an  amendment  to  the  amendment,  to 
recommit  said  bill  with  instructions,  which  was  negatived. 

The  question  recurring  on  the  amendment  offered  by  Mr. 
McKeen,  it  was  negatived. 

On  motion,  the  amendments  as  reported  by  the  committee  on 
the  judiciary,  were  concurred  in. 

On  motion,  said  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading. 

On  motion,  adjourned 

AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

The  Chair  presented  the  following  communication,  which,  with 

the  accompanying  documents^  were  committed  to  the  committee 

on  banks  and  incorporations : 

Executive  Office,  ) 
March  9, 1837.     J 

Sra — I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives a  statement  of  the  condition  of  the  bank  of  Tecumselu 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

STEVENS  T.  MASON. 
HoTL  Chas.  W.  Whipple,  Speaker,  ^. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ward,  the  bill  entitled  "  A  bill  to  organize 
and  regulate  banking  associations,"  having  been  read  a  third  time, 
was  taken  up  for  its  passage.. 

The  question  being  on  tlic  final  passage  of  said  biU  as 
amended,  it  was  decided  by  yeas  and  nays  in  the  affirmative,  as 
follows : 
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Mr.  Alden, 
Mr.  Bingham, 
Mr.  Burbank, 
Mr.  Butler, 
Mr.  Ballard, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Cornell, 
Mr.  Colbath, 
Mr.  Ely, 
Mr.  Farrington, 
Mr.  Finch, 
Mr.  Foote, 


YEAS. 

Mr.  Gilbert, 
Mr.  Herrington, 
Mr.  Howe, 
Mr.  Heath; 
Mr.  Kellogg, 
Mr.  Kingsley, 
Mr.  Lee, 
Mr.  Lothrop, 
Mr.  Martin, 
Mr.  Monfore, 
Mr.  McGaffey, 

NAYS. 
Mr.  Purdy, 


Mr.  McKeen, 
Mr.  Mosely, 
Mr.  Phillips, 
Mr.  Ralph, 
Mr.  Job  Smith, 
Mr.  Shattuck, 
Mr.  Jos.  Smithy 
Mr.  Shellhouse, 
Mr.  Wing, 
Mr.  Wisner, 
Mr.  Ward, 


84 


Mr.  Speaker, 


Mr.  Felch, 
Mr.  King, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bingham, 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  Mr. 
Felch  in  the  chair,  on  the  following  bills : 

^'A  bill  to  incorporate  the  Detroit  and  Shiawassee  raibxxid 
company." 

"A  bill  to  incorporate  the  Saginaw  and  Genesee  railroad 
company.'' 

"  A  bill  to  incorporate  the  Ypsilanti  and  Manchester  railroad 
company,"  and  after  spending  some  time  therein,  the  committee 
rose  and  reported  the  said  bills  to  the  House,  with  sundry  amend- 
ments, which  were  concurred  in. 

On  motion,  said  bills  were  laid  upon  the  table. 

On  motion,  adjourned. 


Friday^  March  10. 
The  roll  being  called,  the  following  members  were  absent: 

Messrs.  Brown.  Ballard,  Burke,  Calkin,  Felch,  Howe,  Lee,  Le- 

vake,  Munger,  Martin,  McKeen,  Mosely,  Purdy. 
The  journal  of  the  previous  day  having  been  read,- 
Mr.  Yerkes  presented  a  petition  from  the  board  of  supervisors 

of  Oakland  county,  praying  for  the  passage  of  a  law  authoriadiig 

said  board  to  make  a  loan  of  a  certain  sum  of  money  to  coostrucl 
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public  buildings  in  said  county.    Referred  to  the  committee  ott 
the  judiciary. 

Also,  a  petition  from  the  board  of  supervisors  of  Oakland  coun« 
ly,  praying  for  the  amendment  of  a  certain  act  therein  named. 
Referred  as  above. 

Mr.  Thaver  asked  and  obtained  leave  for  the  committee  on  in* 
temal  improvement  to  bring  in  a  bill  entitled  **  A  bill  to  incorpo- 
rate the  Detroit  and  Clinton  river  canal  company,'*  which  was 
read  the  first  and  second  time  and  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Ely,  from  former  notice  given,  asked  and  obtained  leave 
to  bring  in  a  bill  entitled  ^'  A  bill  authorizing  the  board  of  supervi- 
sors of  any  organized  county  in  this  state,  to  borrow  money  for 
the  erection  of  county  buildings,**  which  was  read  the  first  and 
second  time  and  committed  to  the  committee  on  the  judiciary. 

Mr.  Alden  called  up  the  resolution  laid  on  the  table  by  him  on 
the  8th  instant,  relative  to  authorizing  the  Treasurer  to  advance 
money  for  certain  purposes  therein  named,  which  after  being  read 
was,  on  motion,  laid  on  the  tabic. 

Mr.  Jos.  Smith  laid  on  the  table  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
State  of  Michigan^  That  the  state  printer  be,  and  he  is  hereby, 
audiorized  to  publish  with  the  general  laws  passed  at  the  present 
session  of  the  legislature,  an  act  to  provide  for  the  election  of  a 
delegate  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  approved  April  12 
1827,  and  the  act  amendatory  thsreto,  approved  July  3d,  1828. 

The  engrossed  bill  entitled  "A  bill  granting  to  Thomas  Palmer^ 
James  McClannan  and  Daniel  Lockwood  the  right  to  keep  and 
maintain  a  ferry  across  the  St  Clair  river  at  the  village  of  Fkl- 
mer,"  being  under  consideration,  was  read  a  third  time  ;  the  ques- 
tion being  on  its  final  passage,  it  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Bingham 
decided  by  yeas  and  nays  in  the  affirmative,  as  follows : 

YEAS. 

Mr.  Alden,  Mr.  Foote,  '  Mr.  Monfore. 

Mr.  Burbank,  Mr.  Gilbert,  Mr.  McGafTey, 

Mr.  Butler,  Mr.  Herrington,  ,  Mr.  Mosely, 

Mr.  Ballard,  Mr.  Haskins,       '  Mr.  Purdy, 

Mr.  Burke,  Mr.  Heath,  Mr.  Shellhouse, 

Mr.  Colbath,  Mr.  Kellof^g,  Mr.  Thayer, 
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Mr.  Eldred, 
Mr.  Ely, 
Mr.  Ferrington, 
Mr.  Felch, 


Mr.  Kingsley, 
Mr.  King, 
Mr.  Lee, 


Mr.  Wing, 
Mr.  Wisner, 
Mr.  Yerkes, 
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Mr.  Brown, 
Mr.  Binghano, 
Mr.  Farrington, 
Mr.  Howe, 


Mr.  Shattuck, 
Mr.  Jos.  Smith, 
Mr.  Ward, 
Mr.  Speaker, 


NAYS. 

Mr.  Lothrop, 
Mr.  Levake, 
Mr.  Phillips, 
Mr.  Purdy,  Mr.  Speaker,         12 

Mr.  Burbank  gave  notice  that  on  some  future  day  he  should 
ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  incorporate  a  company  to  construct 
a  canal  from  the  city  of  Detroit  to  some  point  on  the  Clinton  river, 
in  the  county  of  Macomb,  from  thence  a  canal  or  slack  water 
navigation  to  the  mouth  of  Paint  creek,  in  the  county  of  Oakland. 

Mr.  Wisner  moved  that  the  motion  for  reconsideration  on  the 
adoption  of  the  resolution  relative  to  adjournment,  laid  on  die  ta- 
ble, be  taken  up  for  consideration,  which  was  negatived. 

The  engrossed  bill  entitled  **  A  bill  authorizing  the  building  cer- 
tain dams  therein  named,"  being  under  consideration,  was  read  a 
third  time. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Burbank,  said  bill  was  committed  to  the  com- 
mittee on  internal  improvement,  with  instructions  to  incorporate  in 
the  bill  the  reservation  to  the  state  of  a  right  to  use  the  waters  of 
the  rivers  mentioned  in  the  act,  and  a  section  reserving  to  the  le- 
gislature power  to  alter,  amend  or  repeal  the  act. 

The  engrossed  bill  entitled  "  A  bill  to  provide  for  the  electioa 
of  state  officers,"  being  under  consideration,  was  read  a  third  time 
and  passed. 

The  engrossed  bill  entitled  "  A  bill  to  incorporate  the  Michigan 
College,"  being  under  consideration,  was  read  a  third  time. 

The  question  being  on  its  final  passage,  it  was  decided  by  yeas 
and  nays  in  the  affirmative,  as  follows : 

YEAS. 

Mr.  Gilbert, 

Mr.  Herrington, 

Mr.'  Kellogg, 

Mr.  Kingsley, 

Mr.  Lee, 

Mr.  Martin, 

Mr.  Monfore,  Mr.  Yerkes,  21 


Mr.  Bingham, 
Mr.  Buroank, 
Mr.  Cornell, 
Mr.  Eldred, 
Mr.  Farrington, 
Mr.  Finch, 
Mr.  Foote, 


Mr.  McGaffey, 
Mr.  Purdy, 
Mr.  Shattuck, 
Mr.  Wing, 
Mr.  Wisner, 
Mr.  Ward, 
Mr.  Yerkes, 
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Mr.  McKoen, 
Mr.  Ralph, 
Mr.  Jos.  Smith, 
Mr.  ShcUhouse, 


NAY& 

Mr.  Alden,  Mr.  Howe, 

Mr.  Butler,  Mr.  Haskins, 

Mr.  Burke,  Mr.  Lothrop,' 

Mr.  Colbath,  Mr.  Levake, 

Mr.  Felch,  18 

The  following  communication  was  received  from  the  Senate 
through  their  secretary : 

Mr.  Spbajcek — In  pursuance  of  the  rules  of  the  Senate,  I  here- 
with return  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  where  it  originated, 
the  bill  entitled  "A  bill  to  incorporate  the  village  of  Pontiac,"  with 
sundry  amendments  made  thereto  by  the  Senate,  in  which  the  con^^ 
currence  of  the  House  is  respectfully  requested. 

The  engrossed  bill  entitled  ^  A  bill  relative  to  incorporations 
for  manufacturing  purposes,"  being  under  consideration,  was  read 
a  third  time. 

The  question  being  on  its  final  passage,  it  was  decided  by  yeas 
and  nays  in  the  affirmative,  as  follows : 

YEAS. 
Mr.  Gilbert, 
Mr.  Herrington, 
Mr.  Howe, 
Mr.  Haskins, 
Mr.  Kelloffg, 
Mr.  Kingsley, 
Mr.  King, 
Mr.  Lee, 
Mr.  Lothrop, 
Mr.  Levake, 
Mr.  Martin,  82 

NAYS. 
Mr.  Speaker,  2 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  entitled  "  A  bill  to  organize  certain 
townships,**  being  under  consideration,  was  read  a  third  time  and 

passed. 

The  engrossed  bill  entitled  "  A  bill  authorizing  the  board  of 
supervisors  of  the  several  counties  in  this  state  to  make  certain 
allowances  to  the  jailers  of  said  counties,**  being  under  considera- 
tion, was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

The  engrossed  bill  entitled  ^  A  bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled 


Mr.  Alden, 
Mr.  Bingham, 
Mr.  Burbank, 
Mr.  Butler, 
Mr.  Cornell, 
Mr.  Colbath, 
Mr.  Eldred, 
Mr.  Felch, 
Mr.  Fa^ington, 
Mr.  Finch, 
Mr.  Foote, 

Mr.  McKeen, 


Mr.  Monfore, 
Mr.  McGaffey, 
Mr.  Purdy, 
Mr.  Ralph, 
Mr.  Jos.  Smith, 
Mr.  Shellhouse, 
Mr.  Wing, 
Mr.  Wisner, 
Mr.  Ward, 
Mr.  Yerkes, 
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*  An  act  concerning  mortgages/  "  being  under  consideration,  was 
read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  "  A  bill  to  incorporate  the  village  of  Pontiac,** 
with  sundry  amendments  made  thereto  by  the  Senate,  was  taken 
up  and  concurred  in. 

The  Speaker  (Mr.  Lothrop  in  the  chair,)  moved  further  to 
amend  the  nineteenth  section  of  said  bill,  by  striking  out  the 
words  "  one  year,"  and  insert  "  six  months"  in  lieu  therec^  which 
was  agreed  to. 

Said  bill,  as  amended,  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lee, 

The  House  took  up  the  bill  entitled  '^  A  bill  to  discharge  the 
demands  for  supporting  the  supremacy  of  the  laws,"  and  consi- 
dered the  same  as  in  committee  of  the  whole,  and  after  the  con^ 
sideration  of  sundrv  amendments,  said  bill  was  recommitted  to 
the  committee  on  claims. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Finch,  the  bill  from  the  Senate  entitled  **  A 
bill  to  furnish  each  organized  county  with  a  complete  set  of 
weights  and  measures,"  was  taken  up  and  considered  as  in  com- 
mittee of  the  whole. 
.  Said  bill  having  been  read  a  third  time,  passed; 

Also,  the  bill  from  the  Senate  entitled  "  A  bill  to  amend  an 
act  entitled  '  An  act  appointing  commissioners  to  lay  out  and  es- 
tablish certain  state  roads,' "  being  under  consideration,  was  read 
a  third  time  and  passed. 

Also,  the  bill  from  tlie  Senate  entitled  **  A  bill  to  repeal  an  act 
entitled  *  An  act  to  provide  for  establishing  seats  of  justice,"  being 
under  consideration,  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

Also,  the  bill  from  the  Senate  entitled  "  A  bill  to  provide  for 
the  election  of  justices  of  the  peace  in  newly  organized  townships, 
and  for  other  purposes,"  being  under  consideration,  v^ras  read  a 
third  time  and  passed. 

On  motion,  adjourned. 

AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

The  engrossed  bill  entitled  "  A  bill  to  provide  for  the  disposi- 
tion of  the  university  and  primary  school  lands,"  was  taken  up 
for  its  passage. 

Mr.  Ward,  by  unanimous  consent,  moved  to  amend  the  same 
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by  substituting  the  following,  to  stand  as  the  thirteenth  sectioHf 
which  was  agreed  to : 

Sec.  13.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Superintendent,  on  the  first 
Monday  of  every  month,  to  deposite  all  moneys  remaining  in  hiB 
hands  on  account  of  the  university  or  school  funds,  in  the  depo- 
site bank  of  this  state,  and  take  the  receipt  of  the  cashier  thereof 
for  the  same :  And  at  the  sr.me  time  he  shall  transmit  to  the 
Secretarv  of  State,  an  account  of  the  lands  sold,  and  the  names 
of  the  persons  purchasing  the  same.  The  moneys  so  deposited 
shall  be  loaned  to  such  counties  of  this  state  as  may  apply  for  a 
portion  thereof;  but  no  loan  to  any  one  county  shall  exceed  the 
sum  of  fifteen  thousand  dollars,  or  for  a  term  of  time  less  than 
ten  years,  and  that  no  loan  shall  be  made  to  any  county,  unless 
the  faith  of  the  same  shall  be  pledged  to  pay  the  interest  annual- 
ly, and  the  principal  whenever  called  for  after  ten  years :  And 
it  is  further  provided,  that  should  a  balance  of  said  moneys  rfe- 
main  after  supplying  all  counties  which  may  apply  for  the  same, 
the  Superintendent  is  Jiereby  authorized  to  loan  the  same  to  indi- 
viduals, on  bond  and  mortgage,  on  unincumbered  lands,  valued 
in  double  the  amount  of  the  money  so  loaned :  Provided  always. 
That  no  moneys  shall  be  drawn  from  such  deposite  bank  by  the 
said  Superintendent,  until  the  securities  hereinbefore  required  by 
this  act  shall  be  deposited  with  the  cashier  of  said  bank,  to  be 
transmitted  by  him  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 

Also,  moved  to  amend  by  filling  the  blank  in  the  seventeenth 
section  with  the  words  **  five  hundred  thousand,^  which  was  ne- 
gatived. 

Mr.  Lothrop  moved  to  amend,  by  inserting  "  one  hundred  thou- 
sand,"  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Eldred  moved  further  to  amend  by  inserting  in  the  thir- 
teenth section  the  words  "  exclusive  of  buildings  thereon,**  which 
was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Felch  moved  to  amend  by  inserting  the  words  •*  and  at 
aU  other  times  when  he  shall  have  fifty  thousand  dollars  in  his 
hands,"  which  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion,  said  bill  passed. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  entitled  *' A  bill  to  lay  out  a  state  road 
firom  Ypsilanti  to  Ridgeway,"  being  under  consideration,  was 
read  a  third  time  and  passed. 
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Mr.  Barbank,  from  the  oommittee  <hi  roads  and  bridges,  to 
which  was  committed  the  bill  from  the  Senate  entitled  **  A  bill 
appointing  commissioners  to  lay  out  and  establish  certain  state 
roads  f  also»  the  bill  originating  in  the  House  entitled  ^  A  bill  ap- 
pointing commissioners  to  lay  out  and  establish  certain  state 
roads,"  leported  the  same  to  the  House  as  amended,  with  the  bill 
(iriginating  in  the  House  incorporated  in  the  bill  originating  in 
the  Senate,  according  to  instructions. 

On  motion,  said  bill  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Lee,  from  the  committee  on  claims,  to  which  was  com- 
ouitted  the  bill  entitled  ^  A  bill  to  discharge  the  demands  for  sup- 
pcnrting  the  supremacy  of  the  laws,"  reported  the  same  to  the 
House  with  sundry  amendments,  which  were  concurred  in. 

Said  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  engrossed  bill  as  above,  being  under  consideration,  was 
read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  entitled  ^  A  bill  to  authorize  and  re- 
gulate limited  partnerships,"  being  under  consideration,  was  read 
a  third  time  and  passed. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  entitled  ^  A  bill  to  organize  the  coun- 
ties of  Ionia  and  Van  Buren,"  being  under  consideration,  was 
read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  **  A  bill  to  provide  for  the  organization  of  the 
county  of  Eaton,"  being  under  consideration,  was  read  a  third 
time  and  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  ^  A  bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled  '  An  act  to 
regulate  taverns,' "  with  sundry  amendments,  reported  by  a  ccooh 
mittee  of  the  whole,  was  taken  up  and  the  amendments  were 
concurred  in. 

On  motion,  said  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading. 

The  bill  entitled  "^  A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Goodrich,"  be* 
ing  under  consideration,  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Finch,  the  bill  entitled  ^  A  bill  to  authoriie 
the  draining  of  certam  lands,"  with  sundry  amendments,  reported 
by  the  committee  on  the  judiciary,  was  taken  up  and  the  amende 
ments  concurred  in. 

On  moti(xi,  said  bill  was  laid  upon  the  table. 
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The  following  communication  was  received  from  the  Senate 
through  their  secretary : 

Mr.  Speakek — The  Senate  has  passed  a  bill  entitled  "  A  bill 
relative  to  the  duties  of  sheriffs  and  jailers  in  certain  cases,"  in 
which  the  concurrence  of  the  House  of  Representatives  is  re- 
spectfully requested. 

On  motion, 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  Mr* 
Shattuck  in  the  chair,  on  the  bill  entitled  **  A  bill  regulating  pro- 
ceedings against  corporations  in  equity,**  and  after  spending  some 
time  therein,  the  committee  rose  and  reported  the  same  to  the 
House  with  sundry  amendments,  which  were  concurred  in. 

On  motion,  said  biU  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Felch,  by  unanimous  consent,  reported  a  bill  entitled  **  A 
bill  to  provide  for  resignations,  vacancies  and  removals  from  of- 
fice," which  was  read  the  first  and  second  time,  and  committed 
to  the  committee  on  the  judiciary. 

Also,  on  motion,  the  twenty-first  rule  being  suspended,  asked 
and  obtained  leave  to.  bring  in  a  bill  entitled  "  A  bill  to  provide 
for  the  renewal  of  sheriffs'  bonds,"  which  was  read  the  first  and 
second  time ;  and,  on  motion. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  Mr* 
Wing  in  the  chair,  on  the  above  named  bill,  and  after  spending 
some  time  therein,  the  committee  rose  and  reported  the  same  to 
the  House  without  amendment 

On  motion,  said  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading. 

Mr.  Felch  asked  and  obtained  leave  of  absence  for  Mr.  Par- 
rington,  for  an  indefinite  period. 

Mr.  Cornell  asked  and  obtained  leave  of  absence  for  Mr. 
Brovjrn. 

Mr.  Felch,  from  the  committee  on  enrolment,  reported  as  cor- 
rectly enrolled  the  bill  entitled  **  An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled 
*  An  act  to  vacate  the  present  seat  of  justice  of  the  county  of 
Berrien,  and  to  establish  the  same  at  the  village  of  Berrien,  in 
said  county.* " 

On  motion,  adjourned. 
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Saturday,  March  11. 

The  roll  being  called,  the  following  members  were  absent: 
Messrs.  Almy,  Calkin,  Eldred,  Levake,  Monfore,  Phillips,  Jos. 
Smith,  Thayer. 

The  journal  of  the  previous  day  having  been  read,  Mr.  Ely 
presented  a  petition  from  Joseph  J.  Ehles  and  others,  in  Calhoun 
county,  for  an  alteration  in  the  highway  laws.  Referred  to  the 
committee  on  roads  and  bridges. 

Mr.  McKeen  presented  a  remonstrance  from  sundry  inhabi- 
tants of  GenesQe  county,  against  the  passage  of  a  law  authorizing 
the  board  of  supervisors  to  loan  money  or  levy  a  tax  for  the  erec- 
tion of  county  buildings.     Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Finch,  from  the  select  committee,  made  the  following 

REPORT: 

The  select  committee,  to  which  was  referred  a  joint  resolution 
to  authorize  a  loan  of  twenty  thousand  dollars  to  the  Erie  and 
Kalamazoo  railroaa  company,  with  instructions  to  amend  it  so  as 
to  conform  with  a  joint  resolution  authorizing  a  loan  to  the  De- 
troit and  St  Joseph  railroad  company,  have  instructed  me,  as 
their  chairman,  to  report  the  same  back  to  the  House  as  amend- 
ed. 

Mr.  Mosely,  from  the  committee  of  ways  and  means,  to  which 
was  referred  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  to 
inquire  into,  and  report  their  opinion  upon,  the  best  mode  of  dis- 
posing of  the  surplus  revenue  and  five  per  centum  proceeds  of 
the  sale  of  public  lands,  made  the  following 

REPORT: 

That  your  committee  are  well  aware  of  the  difficulty  of  pro- 
posing any  plan  for  disposing  of  the  surplus  revenue  that  will 
unite  conflicting  opinions  upon  the  subject.  In  the  infancy  of 
our  state,  compelled  as  we  are  to  employ  the  officers  incident  to 
older  and  more  populous  states,  and  where  the  expense  of  sup- 
porting the  government  must  necessarily  be  disproportionate  to 
the  population,  it  would  seem  most  desirable  to  invest  the  funds 
in  such  a  manner  as  to  produce  the  greatest  possible  revenue, 
compatible  with  its  entire  safety,  and  thus  greatly  lessen,  if  not 
entirely  relieve,  the  people  from  the  burden  of  direct  taxation. 

To  loan  the  revenue  among  the  people  of  the  different  coun- 
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ties,  as  is  proposed  by  some,  is  objectionable,  for  many  reasons, 
which  the  committee  deem  it  unnecessary  to  detail.  It  is  not  to 
be  presumed  that  it  can  be  invested  in  this  manner  more  secure- 
ly than,  under  similar  circumstances,  funds  have  been  invested 
in  the  state  of  New  York  ;  and  the  report  of  the  comptroller  of 
that  state  shows  that  gi^eat  losses  were  sustained  by  the  state. 

To  loan,  as  suggested  by  others,  to  a  bank  or  to  different  banks, 
will  not,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  obtain  the  proposed  end. 
For  it  is  not  probable  that  any  bank  will  be  willing  to  give,  for 
ttie  use  of  the  money,  an  interest  that  will  exceed  five  per  centum 
per  annum. 

Your  committee  can  see  no  good  reason  why  the  bill,  hereto- 
fore reported  by  this  committee,  and  now  before  the  House,  for 
the  purpose  of  augmenting  the  capital  stock  of  the  Michigan  state 
bank  and  authorizing  the  purchase  of  said  stock  by  the  state, 
should  not  become  a  law.     There  cannot,  it  is  presumed,  be  any 
reasonable  doubt  but  that  the  funds  of  the  state,  thus  invested, 
will  be  peifectly  safe.     The  arpount  of  stock  that  will  have  been 
paid  into  the  bank,  by  the  first  of  May  next,  will  be  two  hundred 
thousand  dollars  ;  the  ability  of  the  stockholders  to  meet  any  fur- 
ther calls  that  may  be  made  ;  the  respectable  standing  of  the  di- 
rectors ;  the  necessity  of  sustaining  the  character  of  the  institu- 
tion, by  a  fair,  honest  and  honorable  course  of  conduct,  will  be  a 
sufficient  guarantee  that  this  institution  will  faithfully  and  prompt- 
ly discharge  all  the  requisitions  of  the  state.     Should,  however, 
any  doubt  exist,  as  to  the  ultimate  solvency  and  ability  of  the  in- 
stitution to  discharge  its  ol^ligations  to  the  state,  provisions  may 
be  made  in  the  bill  so  as  to  require  ample  security  to  be  given,  to 
insure  the  state  against  any  possible  loss.     The  bank  beipg  now  in 
operation,  we  could  immediately  derive  a  profit  from  investment, 
and  which  caimot  be  the  case  should  we  create  a  Gommonwealth 
bank,  to  be  owned  by  the  state.     Some  six  or  twelve  months 
must  necessarily  transpire  before  it  could  be  put  into  operation, 
and  the  state  thus  lose  a  profit  of  from  twenty  to  fifty  thousand 
dollars.   '  In  addition  to  this,  should  the  state  take  the  proposed 
stock  in  the  state  bank,  she  will  be  enabled  to  obtain  any  facilities 
for  immediate  use,  and  for  carrying  on  the  proposed  works  of 
internal  improvement. 

42 
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There  is  another  consideration,  which  should  have  its  proper 
weight,  and  which  strongly  urges  the  propriety,  if  not  the  neces- 
sity, of  having  the  surplus  revenue  invested  in  such  a  manner  as 
that  we  shall  be  able  to  meet,  at  any  time,  the  call  of  the  gene- 
ral government  for  the  repayment.  It  must  be  recollected  by 
all,  that  this  fund  is  not  a  gift,  but  a  loan  without  interest,  and  no 
where  can  it  be  so  safely  and  beneficially  employed  as  in  a  sol- 
vent institution,  from  which  we  are  constantly  receiving  a  profit 
on  its  investracnt,  and  at  the  same  time  have  an  assurance  that 
it  will  be  promptly  repaid,  whenever  tlie  exigency  requires  it  to 
be  done. 

As  the  state,  in  this  bank,  will  have  a  minority  of  directors,  it 
will  not  be  obnoxious  to  the  objection  urged  by  many  against  an 
institution  owned,  controlled  and  managed  by  the  state,  "  that  it 
may  be  wielded  for  purposes  foreign  to  the  legitimate  end  for 
which  it  was  created."  Should  it  be  thought  advisable,  hereaf- 
ter, to  create  a  bank  to  be  owned  and  controlled  by  the  state,  the 
immediate  investment,  as  proposed  by  the  bill,  will  be  highly  be- 
neficial, for  reasons  before  staled ;  and  the  funds  can  be  trans- 
ferred within  the  time  prescribed  by  the  bill. 

As  to  the  five  per  centum  proceeds  from  the  sale  of  public 
lands,  the  law  itself,  making  the  grant,  prescribes  the  manner  in 
which  it  shall  be  expended.  The  committee,  however,  would 
suggest  the  propriety  of  expending  a  portion  of  the  sum  to  be 
laid  out  upon  roads,  towards  completing  those  already  com- 
menced knd  in  progress,  by  the  general  government,  and  thereby 
open  important  avenues  tending  greatly  to  the  improvement  and 
prosperity  of  the  state. 

The  report  having  been  read,  was  laid  on  the  table  and  order- 
ed to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Ely,  from  the  committee  on  internal  improvement,  to 
which  was  committed  the  bill  entitled  **  A  bill  authorizing  the 
building  of  certain  dams  therein  named,"  reported  the  same  to 
the  House  with  sundry  amendments,  which  were  concurred  in. 
Said  bill  having  been  read  a  diird  time,  the  question  being  upon 
its  final  passage,  it  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  IJinghara,  decided  by 
yeas  and  nays  in  the  affirmative,  as  follows : 
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YEAS. 

Mr.  Herringlon, 
Mr.  Howe, 
Mr.  Haskins, 
Mr.  Kellogg, 
Mr.  Kingsley, 
Mr.  King, 
Mr.  Lee, 
Mr.  Lothrop, 
Mr.  Munger, 
Mr.  Mart.n, 

NAYS. 


Mr.  McGaffey, 
Mr.  Purdy, 
Mr.  Ralph, 
Mr.  Job  Smith, 
Mr.  Shattuck, 
Mr.  Shellhouse, 
Mr.  Thayer, 
Mr.  Wisner, 
Mr.  War  J, 
Mr.  Yerkes, 


Mr.  Alden, 

Mr.  Bingham, 

Mr.  Butler, 

Mr.  Ballard, 

Mr.  Burke, 

Mr.  Cornell, 

Mr.  Colbath, 

Mr.  Ely, 

Mr.  Finch, 

Mr.  Foote, 

Mr.  Gilbert,  81 

Mr.  Phillips,  1 

Mr.  Jos.  Smith  laid  upon  the  table  the  following  resolution : 

Resolued^  (if  the  Senate  concur  herein,)  That  the  legislature 
will  meet  in  convention,  in  the  hall  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, on  the  13th  instant,  at  12  o'clock,  for  the  purpose  of  receiv- 
ing of  the  Executive  the  nomination  of  a  Bank  Commissioner, 

Mr.  Alden  moved  that  the  motion  for  reconsideration  on  the 
adoption  of  tlie  resolution  relative  to  adjoiirnmjnt,  laid  on  the  ta- 
ble, be  taken  up,  which  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion,  the  vote  on  the  adoption  of  said  resolution  was  re* 
considered,  and  said  resolution  was  again  laid  upon  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Finch,  the  vote  taken  upon  the  final  passage 
of  the  bill  entitled  "  A  bill  to  incorporate  Michigan  college,**  wag 
reconsidered. 

•  Mr.  McGaffey  moved  to  commit  said  bill  to  the  committee  on 
education,  with  instructions. 

On  motion,  the  motion  to  recommit  with  instructions,  was  laid 
upon  the  table. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  entitled  "  A  bill  relative  to  the  duties 
of  sheriffs  and  jailers  in  certain  cases,"  was  taken  Up  and  read  the 
first  and  second  time,  and  committed  to  a  committee  of  the 
whole. 

The  bill  entitled  **  A  bill  to  establish  the  scat  of  justice  of 
Branch  county,"  with  sundry  amendments  made  thereto  by  the 
Senate,  was  taken  up  and  concurred  in.< 

The  title  of  said  bill  as  amended  by  the  Senate  reads,  "  A  bill 
in  relation  to  the  seat  of  justice  of  Branch  county  ;"  said  bill 
amended  passed. 
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The  engrossed  bill  entitled  "  A  bill  to  amend  an  act  entitlcfd 
•  An  act  to  regulate  taverns,' "  being  under  consideration,  was  read 
a  third  time  and  passed. 

The  engrossed  bill  entitled  "  A  bill  to  provide  for  the  renewal 
of  sheriffs'  bonds,^  being  under  consideration,  was  read  a  third 
time  and  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  "  A  bill  to  locate  the  university  of  Michigan,*' 
with  the  following  amendment  reported  by  the  committee  of  the 
whole,  was  taken  up,  and  the  amendment  non-concurred  in. 

**  Be  it  enacted  hy  tlie  Senate  and  House  of  Representatv)e8  of 
the  State  of  Michigan^  That  the  board  of  Regents  of  the  univer- 
sity of  Michignn,  shall  examine  into  and  report  to  the  legislature 
at  its  a  Ijoumed  session,  their  opinion  as  to  tlie  most  suitable  loca- 
tion for  said  university." 

Mr.  Wisner  moved  to  amend  said  bill  by  inserting  in  the  first 
blank  the  words  '•  Aan  Arbor,^  and  in  the  second  blank  tlie  word 
••  Washtenaw." 

Mr.  Felch  moved  that  the  bill  be  recommitted  to  the  commit- 
tee on  education,  with  instructions  to  amend  by  referring  the 
matter  to  a  committee  of  five  members,  three  from  the  House, 
and  two  from  tlie  Senate,  and  to  change  the  bill  to  a  joint  resolu- 
tion. ^ 

The  question  being  upon  recommitting  said  bill  with  instruc- 
tions, it  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Bingham,  decided  by  yeas  an() 
nays  in  the  negative,  as  follows : 


Mr.  Colbath, 
Mr.  Ely, 
Mr.  Felch, 
Mr.  Gilbert, 


Mr.  Alden, 
M  •.  Brown, 
Mr  Binffham, 
M '.  BuiTer, 
Mr  Ballar.1, 
Mr.  Cornell, 
Mr.  Ferrington, 
Mr.  Finch, 


YEAS. 

Mr.  Haskins, 
Mr.  King, 
Mr.  Lothrop, 
Mr.  McGaffey, 

NAYS. 

M".  Herrington, 
Mr.  Howe, 

M  .   1^    llngg, 

M\  Kingsley, 
M     '  ee 
M  .  Martin, 
M  •.  Purdy, 
Mr.  Job  Smith, 


Mr.  McKeen, 
Mr.  Ralph, 
Mr.  Shellhouse, 


11 


Mr.  Shattuck, 
Mr.  Jos.  Smith, 
Mr.  Thayer, 
Mr.  Wing, 
Mr.  Wisner, 
Mr.  Ward, 
Mr.  Yerkes, 


2S 
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The  question  recurring  on  the  amendment  oflfered  by  Mr* 
Wisner,  it  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Jos.  Smith  moved  further  to  amend  by  insertti^  the  fol- 
lowing to  stand  at  the  end  of  the  first  section,  which  was  agreed 
to: 

"  Provided,  The  university  shall  not  be  so  located  unless  the  pro- 
prietors shall  make  and  deliver  to  the  Regents  a  good  and  suffi- 
cient deed,  at  such  place  as  they  may  select  for  the  l<x:ation.'' 

Mr.  Ward  moved  to  amend  by  inserting  the  word  *•  three,"  in 
the  blanfk  in  the  second  section,  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Wing  moved  to  amend  by  striking  out  the  word  "  ten"  in 
the  first  section,  and  insert  **  forty"  in  lieu  thereof,  which  was 
agreed  to. 

On  motion,  said  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading. 

The  following  communication  was  received  from  the  Senate 
through  their  secretary : 

Mr.  SPEAKER — In  pursuance  of  the  rules  of  the  Senate,  I 
herewith  return  to  the  House  of  Representatives  the  bill  entitled 
**  A  bill  granting  to  Norman  Nash  and  Nicholas  Ayrault  the  right 
of  keeping  and  maintaining  a  ferry  across  the  St.  Clair  river " 
with  sundry  aniendments.  I  also  transmit  herewith  a  bill,  which 
has  passed  the  Senate,  entitled  "  A  bill  to  repeal  the  ninth  section 
of  an  act  to  prescribe  the  tenure  of  office  of  auctioneers,  anrf  levy 
a  duty  upon  sales  at  auction  in  certain  cases,  approved  April 
23,  1833,"  in  which  bill  and  amendments  the  concurrence  of  the 
House  is  respectfully  requested. 

The  Chair  presented  a  communication  from  the  Michigan 
state  bank,  which  was  committed  to  the  committee  on  banks  and 
incorporations.  Also  presented  a  copy  of  the  proceedings  of  a 
meeting  held  at  Mount  Clemens,  relative  to  a  state  penitentiary. 
Laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ward,  the  bill  entitled  **  A  bill  to  amend  an 
act  entitled  'An  act  to  create  a  fund  for  the  benefit  of  certain  mo- 
nied  corporations,  and  for  other  purposes,"  was  taken  ip  for  con- 
Bideration. 

Mr.  .Tos.  Smith  moved  to  fill  the  blank  in  the  first  sec.ion  of  said 
bill  with  the  words  "twelve  hundred." 
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Mr.  Ward  moved  to  insert  **  two  thousand/' 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Felch,  the  further  consideration  of  said  bill 
was  postponed  until  Monday  next. 

The  following  communication  was  received  from  the  Senate 
through  their  secretary : 

Mr.  Speaker — In  pursuance  of  the  rules  of  the  Senate,  I  here- 
with transmit  two  bills  which  have  passed  the  Senate,  entitled  "A 
bill  to  amend  an  act  relative  to  tho  city  of  Detroit,  and  the  several 
acts  amendatory  thereto."  and  ^*A  bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled 
'An  act  to  incorporate  the  trustees  of  Spring  Arbor  seminary,' 
approved  March  23,  tSSo.**  I  also  herewith  return  the  bill  enti- 
tled ''A  bill  to  provide  for  the  organization  and  support  of  primary 
schools,"  with  sundry  amendments,  in  which  bills  and  amendments 
the  concurrence  of  the  House  of  Representatives  is  respectfully 
requested.  I  also  return  the  amendments  made  by  the  House  of 
Representatives  to  the  bill  entitled  '^A  bill  to  organize  the  counties 
of  Ionia  and  Van  Buren,"  with  the  second  of  said  amendments  non- 
concurred  in  by  the  Senate ;  and  return  the  bill  entitled  ''A  bill  to 
provide  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Snyder,"  without  amendment 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  entitled  **A  bill  to  repeal  the  ninth 
section  of  an  act  to  prescribe  the  tenure  of  office  of  auctioneers, 
and  levy  a  duty  upon  sales  at  auction  in  certain  cases,"  was  ta- 
ken up  and  read  the  first  and  second  time,  and  committed  to  the 
committee  on  the  judiciary. 

Also,  the  bill  from  the  Senate  entitled  ''A  bill  to  amend  an  act 
entitled  *An  act  to  incorporate  the  trustees  of  Spring  Arb«»r  semi- 
nary,'" was  taken  up  and  read  the  first  and  second  time  and  coha- 
mitted  to  the  committee  on  banks  and  incorporations. 

Als  >,  the  bill  from  the  Senate  entitled  ^  A  bill  to  amend  an 
act  relative  to  the,  city  of  Detroit,  and  the  several  acts  amend- 
atory thereto,"  wns  taken  up  and  read  the  first  and  second  time 
and  committed  as  abov.;. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  entitled  •*A  bill  to  organize  the  counties 
of  Ionia  and  Van  Buren,"  was  taken  up  with  the  following  amend- 
ment made  thereto  by  the  House  of  Representatives,  in  which  the 
Senate  non-concurred  in  section  filh,  strike  out  the  words  "at 
the  seat  of  justice."  On  motion,  the  House  insisted  upon  their 
amendment. 
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On  motion,  a  committee  of  conference  on  said  bill  was  appoint- 
ed on  the  part  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  consisting  of 
Messrs.  Lothrop,  Jos.  Smith,  Cornell. 

The  Chair  presented  the  following  communication,  which  was, 

with  the  accompanying  documents,  committed  to  the  committee 

on  banks  and  incorporations : 

Executive  Office, 
Detroit,  March  11,  1837. 

Hon.  Chab.  W.  Whipple,  Speaker^  4^. 

Sir— I  transmit,  through  you,  to  be  submitted  to  the  House  of 
Representatives,  a  report  from  the  ciicers  of  the  '^Erie  and  Ka- 
lamazoo railroad  company." 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  ob't  serv't, 

STEVENS  T.  MASON. 
On  motion,  adjourned. 

AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  entitled  "A  bill  appointing  commis- 
sioners to  lay  out  and  establish  certain  state  roads,"  being  under 
consideration,  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lothrop, 

The  House  resumed  the  cc  n  ideration,  in  committee  of  the 
whole,  Mr.  McGaffey  in  the  chair,  of  the  bill  entitled  "A  bill  to 
prohibit  the  banks  of  this  state  from  issuing  bank  notes  of  a  less 
denomination  than  five  dollars,  and  fur  other  purposes  ;"  and  after 
spending  some  time  therein,  the  committee  rose  and  reported  the 
same  to  the  House  with  sundry  amendments,  which  were  concur- 
red in. 

On  motioi]^  said  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading. 

On  motion, 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  Mr. 
Wisner  in  the  chair,  on  the  I  ail  entitled  **A  bill  to  repeal  an  act 
entitled  *An  act  to  incorporate  the  Hiver  Raisin  and  Lake  Erie 
railroad  company,'  ^  and  after  spending  some  time  thereb,  the 
committee  rose  and  reported  the  same  to  the  House  without 
amendment 

On  motion,  said  bill  was  laid  on  the  table. 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  Ely,  the  bill  entitled  "A  bill  to  incorporate 
the  Genesee  and  Saginaw  railroad  company  ;"  also  the  bill  enti- 
tled **A  bill  to  incorporate  the  Detroit  and  Shiawassee  railroad 
company,"  were  recommitted  to  the  committee  on  internal  im- 
provement, with  instructions  to  have  them  conform  to  the  bill  enti- 
tled **A  bill  to  incorporate  the  \'psilanti  and  Manchester  railroad 
company." 

On  motion  of  Mr,  Lothrop,  the  bill  entitled  "A  bill  regulating 
proceedings  against  corporations  in  equity,**  was  taken  up  for  con- 
sideratbn,  and  on  motion,  again  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bingham,  the  twenty-first  rule  being  suspend- 
ed, asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  entitled  **A  bill  to- 
attach  a  certain  township  to  another  township,  for  township  jiur- 
poses,**  which  was  read  the  first  and  second  time  iuid  laid  upon 
the  tabic 

On  motion,  adjourned. 


Monday y  Mca-ch  13. 

The  roll  being  called,  the  following  members  were  absent: 
Messrs.  Calkin,  Colbath,  Eldred,  Ferringtou,  Gilbert,  Heath,  Lee, 
Munger,  Monfore,  McKeen,  Phillips,  Ralph,  Thayer,  Wisner, 
Yerkes, 

The  journal  of  the  previous  day  having  been  rrad,  Mr.  Kings- 
ley,  fi'om  the  committee  on  the  judiciary,  to  which  was  commit- 
ted the  bill  entitled  "  A  bill  to  provide  tor  resignations  and  re- 
movals from  oflice  ;**  also,  the  bill  entitled  **  A  bill  authorizing  the 
board  of  supervisors  of  any  organized  county  in  this  state  to  bor- 
row money  for  the  erection  of  county  buildings,"  reported  the 
same  to  the  House  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Felch,  from  the  committee  on  enrolment,  reported  as  cor- 
rectly enrolled  the  bill  entitled  "  An  act  to  organize  and  regulate 
banking  associations,**  also  the  bill  entitled  **  An  act  in  ^lation  to 
the  seat  of  justice  of  Branch  county.** 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jos.  Smith,  the  joint  resolution  relative  to  ad- 
journment was  taken  up  for  consideration. 

Mr.  Alden  moved  to  amend  by  striking  out  the  words  •*  thir- 
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teeath,"  and  insert  **  twenty-first"  in  lieu  thereof,  which  wai* 
agreed  to. 

Said  resolution  as  amended  was  concurred  in. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ward,  the  joint  resolution  relative  to  a  bank 
commissioner,  was  taken  up  for  consideration  and  concurred  id* 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jos.  Smith,  the  joint  resolution  laid  on  the 
table  by  him  relative  to  instructing  the  state  printer,  was  taken 
up  and  adopted. 

The  engrossed  bill  entitled  ^  A  bill  to  prohibit  the  banks  of  diid 
state  from  issuing  bank  notes  of  less  denomination  than  five  dd- 
lars,  and  for  other  purposes,'^  being  under  consideration,  was  read 
a  third  time  and  .passed. 

The  bill  entitled  "*  A  bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled  '  An  act  to 
create  a  fund  for  the  benefit  of  certain  moneyed  cofporations, 
and  for  other  purposes,"  coming  under  the  special  order  of  the  day^ 
was  taken  up. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Alden,  the  special  orders  of  the  day  were  laid 
upon  the  table. 

The  bill  entitled  ^  A  bill  to  provide  for  the  organization  and 
support  of  primary  schools,"  with  sundry  amendm^ts  macfe 
thereto  by  the  Senate,  was  taken  up. 

The  question  being  upon  concurring  in  the  amendment  Made 
by  the  Senate  to  strike  out  the  fifth  and  sixth  clauses  in  the 
eighth  section,  it  was,  on  motion  of  Mn  Ward,  decided  by  yeas 
and  nays  in  the  negative,  as  follows : 


Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Cornell, 
Mr.  Colbath, 
Mr.  Lothropj 

Mr.  Alden,     ^ 
Mr.  Binsham, 
Mr.  Burbank, 
Mr.  Butler, 
Mr.  Ballard, 
Mr.  Cressey, 
Mr.  Pinch, 
Mr.  Foote, 
Mr.  Gilbert, 
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YEAS. 

Mr.  Levake, 
Mr.  Munger, 
Mr.  McGaflfey, 
Mr.  Jos.  Smith, 

NAYS. 

Mr.  Herrington, 
Mr.  Howe, 
Mr.  Haskins, 
Mr.  Heath, 
Mr.  Kelloffg, 
Mr.  Kingsley, 
Mr.  King, 
Mr.  Lee, 
Mr.  Martin, 


Mr.  Wing^ 
Mr.  Ward, 
Mr.  Speakefy 


Mr.  Monfore^ 
Mr.  McKeen^ 

Mr.  Mosely, 
Mr.  Purdy, 
Mr.  Job  Smith, 
Mr.  Shattuck, 
Mr.  Shellhouse, 
Mr.  Thayer, 


11 


26 
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The  question  being  upon  concurring  in  the  amendment  made 
by  the  Senate  to  strike  out  in  the  seventh  clause  in  the  eighth  sec- 
tion, the  words  "  the  sum  so  voted  shall  not  exceed  in  any  one 
year  ninety  dollars,"  and  insert  '•  provided,  that  for  a  longer  pe- 
riod than  three  months,  the  amount  shall  be  coUected  fix)m  those 
who  send  scholars,"  it  was  non-concurred  in. 

The  question  being  upon  concurring  in  the  amendment  to  strike 
out  the  third  clause  of  the  sixteenth  section,  it  waa  iic«<K:oncurred 
in. 

The  question  being  upon  concurring  in  &e  amendment  to  strike 
out  the  words  ^  district"  and  insert  **  township"  in  article  third,  it 
was  non-concurred  in. 

The  question  being  upon  concurring  in  the  amendment  made 
to  strike  out  the  twentieth  section,  and  insert  ^  each  and  every 
township  shall  be  entitled  to  its  proportion  of  the  clear  proceeds 
of  all  fines  collected  within  the  county  for  any  breach  of  the  penal 
laws,  and  also  its  proportion  of  the  equivalent  for  exemption  firom 
military  duty,  according  to  the  number  of  children  between  the 
ages  of  five  and  seventeen  years,  inclusive,  for  the  support  of  its 
library.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  inspectors  of  each  township 
to  take  charge  of  said  library,  and  adopt  such  rules  for  the  rega^ 
lation  and  preservation  of  the  same,  as  the  Superintendent  of  Pub-^ 
lie  Instruction  shall  direct"    It  was  non-concurred  in. 

The  question  being  upon  concurring  in  the  amendments  made 
to  the  thirteenth  section :  Ime  third,  strike  out  ^  district,"  and  insert 
**  township ;"  line  fourth,  after  **  recovered,"  insert  **  by  an  acti(» 
of  debt;"  line  fourth  and  fifth,  strike  out  ^district  board,"  and  in- 
sert "  township  board  of  inspectors,"  they  were  non-concurred  in; 

On  motion,  the  remaining  amendments  were  concurred  in. 

Ononotion  of  Mr.  Alden,  a  committee  of  conference  was  ap- 
pointed on  the  amendments  non-concurred  in,  to  the  above  bill 
consisting  of  Messrs.  Alden,  Bingham  and  McGafl[ey. 

The  following  communications  were  received  from  the  Execu- 
tive by  Mr.  Pritchette,  Secretary,  of  State : 
To  the  House  of  Representatives : 

I  have  this  day  approved  and  filed  in  the  oflice  of  the  Secreta^ 
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ry  of  State,  **  An  act  entitled  *  An  act  to  organize  certain  town- 
ships.' **  ( 

STEVENS  T.  MASON. 
March,  11, 1837. 

To  the  Houie  of  Representatives : 

I  have  this  day  approved  and  filed  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary 
of  State,  the  following  acts,  viz : 

"  An  act  to  incorporate  the  village  of  Constantine."  **  An  act 
to  authorize  Nathaniel  Odell,  a  minor,  to  convey  certain  lands.** 
^  An  act  to  authorize  the  supervisors  of  the  county  of  St  Joseph 
to  loan  a  certain  sum  of  money."  ^  An  act  to  incorporate  the 
village  of  Mount  Clemens."  '^  An  act  to  incorporate  the  village 
of  CentieviUe."  ^  An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  '  An  act  to  in- 
corporate the  Detroit  and  Maumee  railroad  company.*"  "An 
act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  *  An  act  to  provide  for  the  inspection 
of  certain  articles  therein  mentioned' "  "A  joint  resolution  re- 
quiring the  Attorney  General  to  reside  at  the  seat  of  government" 

STE^TENS  T.  MASON. 

March  13, 1837. 

Mr.  Ely,  from  the  committee  on  internal  improvements,  to 
which  was  committed  the  bill  entitled  "  A  bill  to  incorporate  the 
Saginaw  and  Genesee  railroad  company  f^  also,  the  bill  entitled 
^  A  bill  to  incorporate  the  Detroit  and  Shiawassee  railroad  c(xn- 
pany,"  reported  the  same  to  the  House,  amended  in  accordance 
with  instructions  given. 

The  bill  entitled  "  A  bill  to  incorporate  the  Detroit  and  Shia- 
wassee railroad  company,"  with  the  amendments  reported  by  a 
committee  of  the  whole,  was  taken  up  and  concurred  in. 

Said  bill  having  been  read  a  third  time,  the  question  being  upon 
its  final  passage,  it  was  decided  by  yeas  and  nays  in  the  affirma- 
tive, as  Mows : 

YEAS. 

Mr.  Alden,  Mr.  Howe,  Mr.  Martin, 

Mr.  Bm^ham,  Mr.  Haskins,  Mr.  Mosely, 

Mr.  Butler,  Mr.  Heath,  Mr.  Purdy, 

Mr.  BaUard,  Mr.  Kellogg,  Mr.  Job  Smith, 

Mr.  Cressey,  Mr.  Kingsley,  Mr.  Shattuck, 

Mr.  Ely,  Mr.  Lee,  Mr.  Jgs.  Smith, 

Mr.  Fetch,  Mr.  Lothrop,  Mr.  Thayer, 
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Mr.  Foote, 
Mr.  Gilbert, 
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Mr.  M  unger, 

NAYS. 
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Mr.  Ward, 

26 

0 

The  engrossed  bill  entitled  "  A  bill  to  incorporate  the  Ypsilanti 
and  Manchester  railroad  company,'*  being  under  consideration, 
was  read  a  third  time. 

The  questicm  being  upon  its  final  passage,  it  was  decided  by 
yeas  and  nays  in  the  affirmative,  as  follows : 


Mr.  Alden, 
Mr.  Bingham, 
Mr.  Butler, 
Mr.  Ballard, 
Mr.  Cressey, 
Mr.  Colbath, 
Mr.  Ely, 
Mr.  Felch, 
Mr.  Foote, 


YEAS. 

Mr.  Gilbert, 
Mr.  Howe, 
Mr.  Haskins, 
Mr.  Kellogg, 
Mr.  Kingsley, 
Mr.  Lee, 
Mr.  I^othrop, 
Mr.  Mungcr, 
Mr.  Martin, 

NAYS. 


Mr.  McGaffey, 
Mr.  Mosely, 
Mr.  Purdy, 
Mr.  Job  Smith, 
Mr.  Shattuck, 
Mr.  Jos.  Smith, 
Mr.  Thayer, 
Mr.  Ward, 
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0 


The  engrossed  bill  entitled  "  A  bill  to  incorporate  the  Saginaw 
and  Genesee  railroad  company,"  being  under  consideration,  was 
read  the  third  tinne. 

The  question  being  on  its  final  passage,  it  wa^  decided  by  yeas 
and  nays  in  the  affirmative,  as  follows : 


Mr.  Alden, 
Mr.  Bingham9 
Mr.  Buder, 
Mr.  Ballard, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Cressey, 
Mr.  Colbath, 
»ir.  Ely, 
Mr.  Felch, 
Mr.  Finch^ 


YEAS. 

Mr.  Gilbert, 
Mr.  Howe, 
Mr.  Kellogg, 
Mr.  Kingsley, 
Mr.  Lee, 
Mr.  Lothrop, 
Mr.  Munger, 
Mr.  McGaffey, 
Mr.  McKeen, 

NAYS. 


Mr.  Mosely, 
Mr,  Purdy, 
Mr.  Job  Smith, 
Mr.  Shattuck, 
Mr.  Jos.  Smith, 
Mr.  Thayer, 
Mr.  Wing, 
Mr.  Ward, 
Mr.  Speaker, 


28 


0 


The  Chair  presented  the  following  communication,  which,  after 
being  read,  wbs  committed  to  a  select  committee,  consisting  of 
Messrs.  Alden,  Fetch  and  Burbank : 
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To  the  Hon.  C.  W.  Whipple,  Speaker 

qf  the  House  of  Representatives: 
A  number  of  the  citizens  of  Michigan  being  desirous  to  pre- 
serve the  features  of  their  first  Chief  Magistrate,  have  caused  a 
portrait  of  their  Governor  to  be  executed.  This  portrait  they  of- 
fer for  the  acceptance  of  the  state,  through  the  medium  of  the  re- 
presentatives of  the  people,  with  the  request  that  it  shall  be  placed 
in  the  hall  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  as  an  evidence  to  fu- 
ture times  of  the  affection  of  his  fellow  citizens  for  the  man,  and 
their  respect  for  the  magistrate,  and  as  a  memorial  of  the  officer 
whose  virtues  have  adorned,  and  whose  talents  have  dignified* 
the  opening  annals  of  the  commonwealth  of  Michigan. 

JOHN  NORTON,  Jr., 
THOMAS  C.  SHELDON, 
ANDREW  T.  McREYNOLDS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Felch,  the  bill  entitled  "  A  bill  to  provide  for 
resignations,  vacancies  and  removals  from  office,"  was  taken  up 
and  considered  as  in  committee  of  the  whole. 

On  motion,  said  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a 
third  time. 

The  engrossed  bill,  as  above,  being  under  considerati<H),  was 
read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

The  engrossed  bill  entitled  "A  bill  to  locate  the  university  of 
Michigan,"  being  under  consideration,  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
Mr.  Lothrop  moved  that  the  further  consideration  of  said  bill  be 
indefinitely  postponed,  which,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Bingham,  was 
decided  by  yeas  and  nays  in  the  negative,  as  follows : 

YEAS. 

Mr.  Felch, 
Mr.  Foote, 
Mr.  Heath, 
Mr.  Lothrop, 


Mr.  Burbank, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Cressey, 
Mr.  Colbath, 
Mr.  Ely, 


Mr.  Levake, 
Mr.  McGaffey, 
Mr.  McKeen, 
Mr.  Shellhouse, 
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Mr.  Alden, 
Mr.  Bingham, 
Mr.  BuUer, 
Mr.  Ballard, 
Mr.  Cornell, 
Mn  Finch, 


NAYS. 

Mr.  Howe, 
Mr.  Kellogg, 
Mr.  Kingsley, 
Mr.  Lee, 
Mr.  Munger, 
Mr.  Martin, 


Mr.  Job  Smith, 
Mr.  Shattuck, 
Mr.  Jos.  Smith, 
Mr.  Thayer, 
Mr.  Wing, 
Mr.  Ward, 
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IVIr.  Speaker, 


Mr.  Gilbert,  Mr.  Monfore, 

Mr.  Henington,        Mr.  Purdy,  23 

The  question  recurring  on  its  final  passage,  it  was,  on  motion 

of  Mr.  Lothrq),  decided  by  yeas  and  nays  in  the  alfirmative,  as 

follows : 


Mr.  Alden, 
Mr.  Bingham, 
Mr.  Butfer, 
Mr.  Ballard, 
Mr.  Cornell, 
Mr.  Felch, 
Mr.  Finch, 
Mr.  Foote, 
Mr.  Gilbert, 


YEAS- 

Mr.  Herrington, 
Mr.  Howe, 
Mr.  Haskins, 
Mr.  Kellosg, 
Mr.  Kings^, 
Mr.  Lee, 
Mr.  Munger, 
Mr.  Martin, 
Mr.  Monfore, 


Mr.  McKeen, 

Mr.  Purdy, 
Mr.  Job  Smith, 
Mr.  Shattuck, 
Mr.  Jos.  Smith, 
Mr.  Thayer, 
Mr.  Win^, 
Mr.  S  pester. 
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NAYS. 

Mr.  Burbank,  Mr.  Cdbath, 

Mr.  Burke,  Mr.  Ely, 

Mr.  Cressey,  Mr.  Lothrop, 

On  motion,  adjourned. 


Mr.  Levake, 

Mr.  McGaffey, 
Mr.  Shellhouse, 


9 


AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Finch,  the  committee  on  banks  and  incorpora- 
tions were  instructed  to  report  to  the  House  the  following  bills  com- 
mitted  to  them :  **  A  bill  to  incorporate  the  Bank  of  the  onnmon- 
wealth  of  Michigan  f  ''  A  bill  to  amend  an  act  relative  to  the 
city  of  Detroit,  and  the  several  acts  amendatory  thereto ;"  '^  A 
bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled  ^  An  act  to  incorporate  the  trustees 
of  the  Spring  Arbor  seminary.^  ^ 

Mr.  Lothrop,  from  the  conunittee  on  banks  and  incorporations, 
in  accordance  virith  the  above  instructions,  reported  the  same  to 
^  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Kingsley,  said  bills  were  recommitted  to  the 
committee  on  banks  and  incorporations. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Finch,  the  joint  resolution  relative  to  a  loan 
for  twenty  thousand  dollars,  was  taken  up  for  consideration. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wing,  said  resolution  was  laid  ufoa  the  ta^ 
ble. 

The  bill  entitled  **  A  bill  to  authorize  the  draining  of  certain 
lands,"  being  under  consideration, 
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Qd  motion,  said  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Thayer) 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  Mr. 
McKeen  in  the  chair,  on  the  bill  entitled  ^  A  bill  to  incorporate 
the  Michigan  insurance  and  loan  company,**  and  after  spending 
some  time  therein,  the  committee  rose  and  reported  the  same  to 
the  House  without  amendment. 

'  Mr.  Ward  moved  that  the  further  consideration  of  said  IhU  be 
indefinitely  postponed,  which  was  agreed  to. 

The  following  communication  was  received  firom  the  Senate 
throu^  their  secretary : 

Mr.  Speaker — In  pursuance  of  the  rules  of  the  Senate,  I  here- 
with return  a  resolution  entitled  ^  A  joint  resolution  relative  to 
the  time  of  the  adjourned  session  of  this  legislature,**  and  bills  en- 
titled '^  A  bill  to  provide  for  taking  the  census,"  and  ^  A  bill  amen- 
datory to  an  act  entitled  '  An  act  to  provide  for  the  assessment  and 
collection  of  township  and  county  taxes,' "  with  amendments,  in 
which  the  concurrence  df  the  House  of  Representatives  is  respectful- 
ly requested.  I  also  return,  without  amendment,  the  billentitled  ''A 
bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled  *  An  act  to  incorporate  the  village  of 
Niles.' "  I  am  also  directed  to  inform  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, that  Messrs.  Cooper,  McKey  and  Moore,  have  been  ap- 
pointed a  committee  of  conference  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  on 
the  disagreement  between  the  two  Houses  on  the  bill  entitled  **  A 
bill  to  organize  the  counties  of  Ionia  and  Van  Buren.** 

The  bill  entitied  **  A  bill  amendatory  to  an  act  entiUed '  An  act 
to  provide  for  the  assessment  and  collection  of  township  and 
county  taxes,' "  with  an  amendment  made  thereto  by  the  Senate, 
as  a  substitute,  was  taken  up. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Alden,  said  bill  was  committed  to  the  com- 
mittee on  the  judiciary,  and  the  amendments  ordered  to  be  print- 
ed. 

The  bill  entitied  "  A  bill  to  provide  for  taking  the  census,"  with 
an  amendment  made  thereto  by  the  Senate,  as  a  substitute,  was 
taken  up. 

The  question  being  upon  concurring  in  the  amendment  made 
by  the  Senate,  it  was  non-concurred  in. 
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On  motion,  a  committee  of  conference  on  said  bill  was  appomt- 
ed|  consisting  of  Messrs.  McKeen,  Kellogg  and  Burbank. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ely,  the  bill  entitled  ^  A  bill  authorizing  the 
board  of  supervisors  of  any  organized  county  of  this  state  to  bor- 
row money  for  the  erection  of  county  buildings,"  was  taken  up 
and  considered  as  in  committee  of  the  whole. 

On  motion,  said  bill  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Kingsley,  froip  the  committee  on  the  judiciary,  to  which 
was  committed  the  bill  from  the  Senate  entitled  '^  A  bill  to  repeal 
the  ninth  section  of  an  act  to  prescribe  the  tenure  of  ofGce  of  auc- 
tioneers, and  levy  a  duty  upon  sales  at  public  auction  in  certain 
cases,"  reported  the  same  to  the  House  without  amendment 

On  motion,  adjourned. 


Tuesday^  March  14. 

The  roll  being  called,  the  following  members  were  absent; 
Messrs  Almy,  Bingham,  Ballard,  Burke,  Cressey,  Calkin,  Cornell, 
Felch,  Farrington,  Gilbert,  ^owe,  Kingsley,  Lee,  Levake,  Mun- 
ger,  Martin,  Mosely,  Phillips,  Ralph,  Wisner,  Yerkes. 

The  journal  of  the  previous  day  having  been  read,  Mr.  McKeen, 
from  the  committee  on  banks  and  incorporations,  to  which  was 
committed  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  **  A  bill  to  incorpo- 
rate the  Bank  of  the  commonwealth  of  Michigan;**  also,  the  bill 
entitled  "  A  bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled  *  An  act  to  incorporate 
the  trustees  of  Spring  Arbor  seminary,' "  reported  the  same  to  the 
House,  without  amendment. 

Also,  to  which  was  committed  the  bill  from  the  Senate  entitled 
**  A  bill  to  amend  an  act  relative  to  the  city  of  Detroit,  and  the 
several  acts  amendatory  thereto,"  reported  the  same  to  the  House 
with  sundry  amendments. 

Mr.  Cornell  laid  on  the  table  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  judiciary  be  instructed 
to  bring  in  a  bill  to  increase  the  salaries  of  the  Secretary  of 
State,  the  Treasurer  of  this  State,  and  the  Auditor  General  of  this 
state. 

The  engrossed  bill  entitled  "A  bill  to  authorize  the  draining  of 
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certain  lands,''  being  under  consideration,  was  read  a  third  time 
and  passed. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "  A  bill  relative  to  the  duties 
of  sherifTs  and  jailers  in  certain  cases,"  coming  under  the  general 
orders  of  the  day,  was  taken  up,  and  on  motion,  the  House  resolv* 
«d  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  wliole,  Mr.  Haskins  in  the  chair, 
on  said  bill,  and  afler  spending  some  time  therein,  the  committee 
rose  and  reported  the  same  to  the  House  with  sundry  amend- 
ments, which  were  concurred  in. 

On  motion,  said  bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lothrop,  the  bill  from  the  Senate  entitled 
'*' A  bill  to  incorporate  the  Bank  of  the  commonwealth  of  Michi- 
gan,** was  ordered  to  be  printed ;  also,  on  motion,  the  House  re- 
solved itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  Mr.  Burbank  in  the 
chair,  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate  entitled  *^  A  bill  to  amend  an  act 
relative  to  the  city  of  Detroit,  and  the  several  acts  amendatory 
thereto,"  and  after  spending  some  time  therein,  the  committee  rose 
and  reported  the  same  to  the  House  without  amendment 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lothrop,  the  bill  entitled  **  A  bill  regulating 
proceedings  against  corporations  in  equity,"  was  taken  up  for  con- 
sideration. 

On  motion,  said  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading. 

The  engrossed  bill  as  above,  being  under  consideration,  was 
read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cornell,  the  bill  from  the  Senate  entitled  "  A 
bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled  *  An  act  to  incorporate  the  trustees  of 
Spring  Arbor  seminary,"  was  taken  up  and  ordered  to  be  read  a 
third  time. 

The  above  bill  being  under  consideration,  was  read  a  third  time 
and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bingham,  the  bill  entitled  "  A  bill  to  attach  a 
certam  township  to  another  township  for  township  government," 
was  taken  up  for  consideration,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 

The  engrossed  bill  as  above,  being  under  consideration,  was 
read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

On  motion,  the  title  of  the  above  bill  was  amended  so  as  to  read 
44 
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**  A  1^31  to  attach  a  certain  township  in  the  county  of  Livingston^ 
for  township  government,  to  the  township  of  Hartland.  . 

Mr.  Alden,  from  the  select  committee,  to  which  was  referred  a 
communication  presented  yesterday,  made  the  following 

REPORT : 

The  select  committee  to  which  was  referred  a  oommuniceiti(Hi 
from  John  Norton,  Jr.,  Thomas  C.  Sheldon  and  Andrew  T.  Mc- 
Reynolds,  in  behalf  of  a  number  of  the  citizens  of  Michigan,  iiela* 
tive  to  a  donation  to  the  state  of  a  portrait  of  its  first  Chief  Magis* 
trate,  and  which  they  request  may  be  placed  in  the  hall  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  beg  leave  to  observe,  that  they  feel  assu* 
red  that  the  sentiments  and  views  expressed  by  them,  through 
their  committee,  will  be  warmly  responded  to  by  a  large  majc«rity 
of  their  fellow  citizens ;  and  whether  they  contemplate  the  officer,, 
the  citizen,  or  the  man,  it  will  be  with  a  noble  pride  that  they  and 
their  posterity  shall  see,  after  the  original  shall  have  mingled  with 
its  mother  earth,  the  features,  correctly  delineated,  of  his  excellen- 
cy Stevens  T.  Mason,  **  whose  virtues  have  adorned,  and  whose 
talents  have  dignified,  the  opening  annals  of  the  commonwealth  of 
Michigan,''  suspended  in  the  representative  hall  of  the  capitoL 
With  these  feelings  and  assurances,  your  committee  beg  leav^  to 
ofier  the  following  resolutions : 

Besolvedf  That  this  House  (believing  that  we  do  but  speak 
the  wishes  which  would  be  felt  by  the  great  body  of  the  people,) 
doi  in  behalf  of  the  state,  accept  of  the  proffered  donation  made  by 
certain  citizens  of  Michigan,  through  their  committee,  of  a  por- 
trait of  the  first  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  state  of  Michigan. 

Resoloedy  That  the  thanks  of  this  House  be,  and  they  are  here- 
by, tendered  to  the  citizens  of  Michigan,  who  may  have  contribu- 
ted to  this  object,  for  the  strong  expression  of  their  marked  afiec* 
tion,  respect  and  regard  for  the  officer,  the  citizen,  and  the  man,, 
whose  portrait  they  have  so  generously  presented  to  the  state. 

Rssolvedj  That  the  Speaker  of  this  House  be,  and  he  is  hereby^ 
a  utborized  at  the  expense  of  the  state,  to  cause  the  same  portrait 
to  be  set  in  an  appropriate  frame,  and  placed  in  an  eligible  posi- 
tion in  the  representative  hall. 

jR  ^vedj  That  the  Speaker  be  requested  to  forward  a  copy  of 
the  foregoing  report  and  resolutions,  to  Messrs.  John  Norton,  Jr., 
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Thomas  C.  Sheldon  and  Andrew  T.  McReynolds,  conunittee  of 

« 

correspondeace. 
On  motion,  the  resolutions  in  the  above  report  were  adopted 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Fetch,  the  vote  taken  upon  the  final  passage 
of  the  bill  entitled  "*  A  bill  to  amend  an  £^ct  entitled  *  An  act  to 
incorporate  the  trustees  of  Spring  Arbor  seminary,'*  was  re- 
considered. 

The  question  again  recurring  on  the  final  passage  of  said  hill, 
it  was  decided  by  yeas  and  nays  in  the  afiirmative,  as  follows : 


Mr.  Alden, 
Mr.  Brown, 
Mr.  Bingham, 
Mr,  Burbank, 
Mr.  Butler, 
Mr,  Burke, 
Mr.  Cressev, 
Mr,  Cornell, 
Mr.  Colbath, 
Mr,  Ely, 


YEAS. 

Mr.  Ferrington, 
Mr.  Felch, 
Mr.  Gilbert, 
Mr.  Herrington, 
Mr.  Haskins, 
Mr.  Heath, 
Mr.  Kellogg, 
Mr.  Kinffsiey, 
Mr.  Lothrop, 
Mr.  Munger, 

NAYS. 


Mr.  Martin, 
Mr.  McGaffey, 
Mr.  Mosely, 
Mr.  Purdy, 
Mr.  Job  Smith, 
Mr.  Shattuck, 
Mr.  Shellhouse, 
Mr.  Thayer, 
Mr.  Ward, 
Mr.  Speaker, 


SO 


Mr.  McGaffey  moved  that  the  bill  entitled  ^  A  bill  to  incorpo- 
rate the  Michigan  college,''  be  recommitted  to  the  committee  on 
education,  with  the  following  instructions,  which  was  agreed  to : 

Title.  To  incorporate  the  Marshall  literary  institute. 

Sec.  1.  Twentieth  line,  after  the  word  ^  pursuaDoe,"  insert,  ^not 
exceeding  two  hundred  thousand  dollars ;"  strike  out  all  in  the 
^sixteenth  line,  after  the  word  **  state,**  to  the  end  of  the  sectioD. 

^  2.  In  the  second  line,  after  the  word  **  received,"  insert,  *  (or 
the  advancement  of  science  and  literature." 

§  6.  Strike  out  the  proviso,  and  insert  as  follows :  **  No  dednc*- 
tion  or  bequest  to  this  institution  shall  be  applied  to  any  other 
than  literary  or  scientific  purposes ;  and  every  donation  or.  be-^ 
quest  for  such  purposes,  shall  be  applied  according  to  the  diieo^ 
tion  of  the  donor  or  donors,  and  in  case  of  the  perversioQ  of  any 
such  donation  or  bequest  to  any  other  object  than  the  one  desig* 
nated,  the  same  shall  revert  to  the  original  donors  or  their  heifs.'* 

On  motion,  adjourned. 
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AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

On  motion,  Mr.  Mosely,  the  twenty-first  rule  being  suspend- 
ed, asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  entitled  "  A  bill  to 
appropriate  a  portion  of  the  five  per  centum  fund  for  the  improve^ 
ment  of  certain  roads,"  which  was  read  the  first  and  second  time 
and  laid  upon  the  table. 

On  motion,  Mr.  Bingham,  the  twenty-first  rule  being  sus- 
pended, asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  entitled  "  A 
bill  to  amend  '  An  act  appointing  commissions s  to  layout  and  es- 
tablish certain  state  roads,'  approved  July  26,  1836,"  which  was 
read  the  first  and  second  time. 

On  motion,  said  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading. 

The  bill  firom  the  Senate  entitled  ^  A  bill  relative  to  the  duties 
of  sheriffs  and  jailers  in  certain  cases,"  being  under  consideration 
on  motion,  the  twenty-second  rule  being  suspended,  said  bill  was 
read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

Also,  the  bill  from  the  Senate  entitled  ''  A  bill  to  repeal  the 
ninth  section  of  '  An  act  to  prescribe  the  tenure  of  office  of  auc- 
tioneers, and  levy  a  duty  upon  sales  at  ai^ction  in  certain  cases,'  ^ 
being   nder  consideration,  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  '^  A  bill  to  incorporate  the  Michigan  wool 
growing  and  manufacturing  company,"  with  an  amendment  re- 
ported by  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  strike  out  all  after  the 
enacting  clause,  was  taken  up  for  consideration. 

The  question  being  upon  concurring  in  the  amendment,  it  was, 

CD  motion  of  Mr.  Bbgham,  decided  by  yeas  and  nays  in  the 

affirmative,  as  follows: 

YEAS. 

Mr.  Foote, 
Mr.  Howe, 

Mr.  Kelloffg, 

Mr.  Kingsley, 

Mr.  King, 

Mr.  Lothrop, 

Mr.  Levake, 

Mr.  Munger,  28 

NAYS. 

Mr.  Ely, 
Mr.  Felch, 


Mr.  Brown, 
Mr.  Bingham, 
Mr.  Burbank, 
Mr.  Buder, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Cressey, 
Mr.  Colbath, 
Mr.  Ferrington, 


Mr.  Martin, 
Mr.  McGa£fey, 
Mr.  Purdv, 
Mr.  Shattuck, 
Mr.  Shelihouse, 
Mr.  Thayer, 
Mr.  Speaker, 


Mr.  Alden, 
Mr.  Almy, 


Mr.  Haskins, 
Mr.  McKeen, 
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Mr.  Ballard,  Mr.  Gilbert,  Mr.  Mosely, 

Mr.  Cornell,  Mr.  HerringtoD,        Mr.  Job  Smith,      12 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ely, 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  Mr. 
Wing  in  the  chair,  on  the  following  bills :  *^  A  bill  to  incorporate 
the  Ypsilanti  and  Flat  Rock  canal  and  navigation  company ;"  ^  A 
bill  to  incorporate  the  Detroit  and  Clinton  river  canal  company  f 
and  after  spending  some  time  therein,  the  committee  rose  and 
reported  the  first  named  bill  to  the  House  with  sundry  amend- 
ments, which  were  concurred  in. 

Also,  reported  prpgress  on  the  last  named  bill,  and  asked  and 
obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 

On  motion,  adjourned. 


Wednesday  f  March  15. 

The  roll  being  called,  the  following  members  were  absent: 
Messrs.  Almy,  Cornell,  Farrington,  Jos.  Smith,  Shellhouse^ 
Thayer. 

The  journal  of  the  previous  day  having  been  read,  the  fdlow- 
ing  petitions  were  presented  and  severally  referred : 

By  Mr.  Ward, 

A  petition  of  the  common  council  of  Niles,  praying  for  the 
passage  of  an  act  authorizing  said  village  to  loan  twenty  thousand 
dollars.  RefeiTed  to  a  select  committee  of  three,  consisting  of 
Messrs.  Ward,  Kingsley,  Bingham,  empowering  them  to  report 
by  bill  or  otherwise. 

By  Mr.  Phillips, 

A  petition  for  a  railroad  from  Detroit  to  the  Rapids  of  Grand 
liver.    Referred  to  the  committee  on  internal  improvement 

By  Mr.  Levake, 

A  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  Chippewa.  Referred  to 
the  committee  on  the  judiciary. 

By  Mr.  Burbank, 

Sundry  petitions  of  the  inhabitants  of  Oakland  and  Macomb^ 
for  a  canal  nrom  Detroit  to  Clinton  river.    Laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Alden, 

Besolvedf  That  the  state  printer  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  autko- 
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rized  and  required  to  print  in  pamphlet  form,  three  thousand  co- 
pies of  the  act  entitled  *^An  act  to  organize  and  establish  primary 
schools,"  and  an  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  provide  for  the  disposi- 
tion of  the  university  and  primary  school  lands,  and  for  other 
purposes,"  to  be  distributed  by  the  Secretary  of  State  to  the 
several  townships  of  the  state,  for  the  benefit  of  the  officers  of 
school  districts. 

Mr.  Almy,  from  former  notice  given,  asked  and  obtained  leave 
to  bring  in  a  bill  entitled  '^  A  bill  to  incorporate  the  Black  river 
navigation  company,"  which  was  read  the  first  and  second  time 
and  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Cornell  called  up  the  following  resolution  fix>m  the  table, 
which,  after  being  read,  was  adopted : 

BesoLvedy  That  the  committee  on  the  judiciary  be  instructed 
to  bring  in  a  bill  to  increase  the  salaries  of  the  Secretary  of  State, 
the  Treasurer  of  this  state,  and  the  Auditor  General  of  this  state^ 

Mr.  Burbank  called  up  the  resolution  firom  the  table,  relative  to 
the  portrait  of  Washington,  and  for  procuring  other  portraits, 
which,  after  being  read,  Mr.  Lothrop  moved  to  lay  the  same  on 
the  table,  whioh  was  neg  itived. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Almy,  said  resolution  was  referred  to  a  se- 
lect committee  of  five,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Almy,  Burbank, 
Ward,  Cornell,  Mosely. 

The  following  communication  was  received  fi'om  the  Senate 
through  their  secretary : 

Mr.  Speaker — The  Senate  have,  on  their  part,  suspended  the 
eighth  joint  rule,  for  the  purpose  of  passing  ^  A  bill  to  provide  for 
the  construction  of  certain  works  of  internal  improvement  and  for 
other  purposes,"  and  respectfully  request  a  similar  suspension  on 
the  part  of  the  House. 

Also,  in  pursuance  of  the  rules  of  the  Senate,  I  herewith  return 
a  bill  entitled  '*A  bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled  ^An  act  to  regulate 
highways,' "  with  sundry  amendments,  in  which  the  concurrence 
of  the  House  is  respectfully  requested  :  I  am  also  directed  to  in- 
form the  House  of  Representatives  that  the  Senate  have  receded 
from  the  amendments  made  to  the  bi]  ent  tied  ''A  bill  to  provide 
for  the  organization  and  support  of  primary  schools,"  in  which  the 
House  had  0oa-cobcun^d :  I  also  herewith  Tctum  the  bill  entitled 
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"A  bill  to  provide  for  the  organization  and  government  of  the  uni- 
versity of  Michigan,"  and  "A  bill  to  incorporate  the  Dowagiac 
hydraulic  company,"  with  amendments,  in  which  thQ  concurrence 
of  the  House  is  respectfully  requested. 

On  motion  Mr.  Kingsley,  the  twenty-first  rule  being  sus- 
pended, asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  entitled  ^A 
bill  authorizing  the  president  and  trustees  of  the  village  of  Niles 
to  loan  a  certain  sum  of  money  therein  named,"  which  was  read 
the  first  and  second  time  and  laid  on  the  table. 

The  question  being  upon  concurring  in  the  motion  of  the  Se- 
nate for  the  suspension  of  the  eighth  joint  rule,  it  was  concurred  in. 

The  bill  entitled  "  A  bill  to  incorporate  the  Dowagiac  hy- 
draulic c(Mnpany,"  with  sundry  amendments  made  thereto  by  the 
Senate,  was  taken  up  and  concurred  in.  Said  bill  as  amended, 
passed. 

The  bill  entitled  '^A  bill  to  provide  for  the  organization  and 
government  of  the  university  of  Michigan,"  with  sundry  amend- 
ments made  thereto  by  the  Senate,  was  taken  up  and  concurred 
in.    Said  bill  as  amended,  passed. 

Also  the  bill  entitled  ^ A  bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled  *An  act  to 
regulate  highways,' "  with  sundry  amendments  made  thereto  by 
the  Senate,  was  taken  up  and  concurred  in.  Said  bill  as  amend- 
ed, passed. 

On  moti(H)  of  Mr.  EMred, 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  Mr. 
Almy  in  the  chair,  on  the  bill  entitled  ''A  bill  to  amend  an  act 
entitled  'An  act  to  incorporate  the  Michigan  and  Huron  institute,'" 
and  after  spending  some  time  therein,  the  committee  rose  and  re- 
ported the  same  to  the  House  with  sundry  amendments,  which 
were  concurred  in.  • 

On  moti<»i,  said  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a 
third  time  to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ward,  the  bill  entitled  '^A  bill  authorizing 
the  president  and  trustees  of  the  village  of  Niles  to  loan  a  certain 
sum  of  money  therein  named,"  was  taken  up  and  considered  as  in 
committee  of  the  whole. 

T\e  twenty-second  rule  being  suspended,  said  bill  was  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time  to-day. 
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The  engrossed  bill  as  above  being  under  consideration,  was 
read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  Kingsley,  from  the  committee  on  the  judiciary,  reported 
a  bill  entitled  "A  bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled  *  An  act  to  incorpo- 
rate the  village  of  Ann  Arbor,' "  which  was  read  the  first  and  se- 
cond time  and  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Felch  ofiered  the  following  resolution : 

Besolvedf  That  the  commissioner  appointed  to  report  a  revised 
code  of  laws,  be  requested  to  incorporate  in  the  same,  a  law  for 
the  organization  of  the  militia,  and  that  the  clerk  enclose  to  him 
the  two  militia  bills  now  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ward,  said  resolution  was  laid  upon  the  ta- 
ble. 

Mr.  Wing  gave  notice  that  he  would,  on  some  future  day,  ask 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  repeal  the  law  providmg  for  the  organi- 
zation of  the  militia. 

On  motion,  adjourned. 

AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

The  following  communication  was  received  from  the  Senate 
through  their  secretary : 

Mr.  Speaker — In  pursuance  of  the  rules  of  the  Senate,  I  here- 
with transmit  a  bill  which  has  passed  the  Senate  entitled  ''A  bill 
to  incorporate  the  city  of  Monroe,"  in  which  the  concurrence  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  is  respectfully  requested :  I  also 
return,  without  amendment,  the  bill  entided  ''A  bill  to  amend  aa 
act  appointing  commissioners  to  lay  out  and  establish  certain  state 
roads,  approved  Ju  y  26th,  1836  f  and  am  directed  to  inform  the 
House,  that  the  Senate  have  non-concurred  in  the  amendment 
made  by  the  House  of  Represeitatives  to  the  bill  entitled  **A  bill 
relative  to  the  duties  of  sheriffi  and  jailers  in  certain  cases :"  I 
also  herewith  return  the  bill  entitled  **A  bill  to  provide  for  the  cod- 
struction  of  certain  works  of  internal  improvement,  and  for  other 
purposes,"  with  an  amendment  made  thereto  by  the  Senate,  in 
%hich  they  respectfully  ask  the  concurrence  of  the  House  of 
Representatives. 

The  bill  entitled  "  A  bill  to  provide  for  the  constructi<Hi  of  cer- 
tain works  of  internal  improvement,  and  for  other  purposes,"  with 
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an  amendment  made  thereto  by  the  Senate,  as  a  substitute,  Vfss 
taken  up  for  consideration. 

The  Speaker  (Mr.  Alden  in  the  chair,)  moved  to  amend  the 
amendment  made  by  the  Senate,  by  offering  a  substitute. 

Mr.  Ely  moved  to  lay  the  bill  and  amendments  on  the  table^ 
which  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Felch  moved  to  amend  the  5th  section,  liflh  line  of  said 
amendment,  by  striking  out  the  words  ^  one  hundred  thousand,** 
andinserting^one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand"  in  lieu  thereof,  which, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Bingham,  was  decided  by  yeas  and  nays  in  the 
affirmative,  as  follows : 

YEAS. 

Mr.  Eldred, 
Mr.  Felch, 
Mr.  Foote, 
Mr.  Gilbert, 
Mr.  Herrington, 
Mr.  Haskins, 
Mr.  King, 
Mr.  Lothrop, 
Mr.  Levake, 

NAYS. 

Mr.  Kingsley, 
Mr.  Lee, 
Mr.  Munger, 
Mr.  Martin, 
Mr.  Purdv, 
Mr.  Phillips, 

Mr.  Bingham  moved  that  the  bill  and  amendments  be  laid  upcm 
the  table  and  be  printed,  which  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Moaely  moved  to  amend  by  inserting  the  following  at  the 
close  of  the  sixth  section : 

"  Twenty-five  thousand  for  the  survey  and  construction  of  a 
canal  to  unite  the  waters  of  Grand  river  and  Saginaw,**  which 
was  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Lothrop  moved  to  amend  by  striking  out  the  words  "  Ro- 
meo, in  the  county  of  Macomb,"  and  insert  in  the  first  section 
**  the  mouth  of  Black  river,  in  the  county  of  St  Clair,"  in  lieu 
thereof,  which  was  decided  in  the  negative. 


Mr.  Alden, 
Mr.  Burbank, 
Mr.  Butler, 
Mr.  Ballard, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Cressey, 
Mr.  Calkin, 
Mr.  Cornell, 
Mr,  Colbath, 

Mr.  Almy, 
Mr.  Brown, 
Mr.  Bingham, 
Mr.  Ferrington, 
Mr.  Howe, 
Mr.  Kellogg, 


Mr.  Monfore, 
Mr.  McGaffey, 
Mr.  McKeen, 
Mr.  Mosely, 
Mr.  Jos.  Smith, 
Mr.  Shellhouse, 
Mr.  Wing, 
Mr.  Wisner, 
Mr.  Ward, 


Mr.  Job  Smith, 
Mr.  Shattuck, 
Mr.  Thayer, 
Mr.  Yerkes, 
Mr.  Speaker, 


27 


17 


45 
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Mr.  Ward  moved  that  the  bill  and  amendments  be  laid  upon 
the  table,  which  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Jos.  Smith  moved  to  amend  by  striking  out  in  the  first 
section,  the  words  "  St.  Clair  and  Romeo  railroad  company,"  and 
the  "  Detroit  and  Pontiac  railroad  company." 

Mr.  Bingham  m9ved  for  a  division  of  the  question,  which  was 
agreed  to. 

The  question  being  upon  striking  out  the  words  **  St  Clair  and 
Romeo  railroad  company,"  it  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Bingham^ 
decided  by  yeas  and  nays  in  the  negative,  as  follows : 


Mr.  Almy, 
Mr.  Butler, 
Mr.  Ballard, 
Mr.  Burke, 


Mr.  Alden, 
Mr.  Brown, 
Mr.  Bingham, 
Mr.  Burbank, 
Mr.  Cornell, 
Mr.  Colbath, 
Mr.  Eldred, 
Mr.  Ely, 
Mr.  Ferrington, 
Mr.  Foote, 


YEAS. 

Mr.  Cressey, 
Mr.  Felch, " 
Mr.  Haskins, 
Mr.  Kellogg, 

NAYS. 

Mr.  Gilbert, 
Mr.  Herrington, 
Mr.  Heath, 
Mr.  Kingsley, 
Mr.  King, 
Mr.  Lee, 
Mr.  Levake, 
Mr.  Monfore, 
Mr.  McGaffev, 


Mr.  Munger, 
Mr.  Shattuck, 
Mr.  Jos.  Smith, 


U 


Mr.  McKeen, 
Mr.  Mosely, 
Mr.  Purdy, 
Mr.  Shellhouse, 
Mr.  Thayer, 
Mr.  Wing, 
Mr.  Wisner, 
Mr.  Ward,. 
Mr.  Speaket, 


28 


The  question  being  upon  striking  out  the  words  "  Detroit  and 
Pontiac  railroad  company,"  it  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  BingbaiUy 
decided  by  yeas  and  nays  in  the  negative,  as  follows : 


Mr.  Almy, 
Mr.  Bingham, 
Mr.  Butler, 
Mr.  Cressey, 

Mr.  Alden, 
Mr.  Brown, 
Mr.  Burbank, 
Mr.  Ballard, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Calkin, 


YEAS. 

Mr.  Felch, 
Mr.  Gilbert, 
Mr.  Haskins, 

NAYS. 

Mr.  Foote, 
Mr.  Herrington, 
Mr.  Heath, 
Mr.  Kingsley, 
Mr.  King, 
Mr.  Lee, 


Mr.  Kellogg, 
Mr.  Shattuck, 
Mr.  Jos.  Smith, 


Mr.  McGaffey, 
Mr.  Mosely, 
Mr.  Purdy, 
Mr.  Thayer, 
Mr.  Wing, 
Mr.  Wisner, 


10 
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Mr.  Ward, 

Mr.  Yerkes, 
Mr.  Speaker, 


Mr.  Colbath,  Mr.  Lothrop, 

Mr.  Eldred,  Mr.  Levake, 

Mr.  Ely,  Mr.  Mun;jer, 

Mr.  Ferrington,  Mr.  Monfore,  "  29 

Mr.  Ward  moved  to  amend  by  inserting  in  the  fifth  section  the 
following : 

"  And  it  is  hereby  expressly  declared  that  the  board  of  internal 
improvement  shall  commence  the  construction  of  the  said  south- 
em,  central  and  northern  routes,  upon  the  eastern  and  western 
terminis  respectively,  at  the  same  time." 

The  question  being  upon  the  adoption  of  the  above  amendment, 
it  was  decided  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows: 

YEAS. 

Mr.  Lee, 
Mr.  Lothrop, 
Mr.  Levake, 
Mr.  Mosely, 
Mr.  Phillips, 


Mr.  Almy, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Cressey, 
Mr.  Colbath, 
Mr.  Foote, 
Mr.  Heath, 


Mr.  Jos.  Smith, 
Mr.  Shellhouse» 
Mr.  Thayer, 
Mr.  Ward, 
Mr.  Speaker, 


16 


Mr.  Alden, 
Mr.  Brown, 
Mr.  Bingham, 
Mr.  Burbank, 
Mr.  Butler, 
Mr.  Ballard, 
Mr.  Calkin, 
Mr.  Cornell, 
Mr.  Eldred, 


NAYS. 

Mr.  Ely, 
Mr.  Ferrington, 
Mr.  Fclch, 
Mr.  Gilbert, 
Mr.  Herrington, 
Mr.  Haskins. 
Mr.  Kellogg, 
Mr.  Kingsley, 
Mr.  King, 


Mr.  Munger, 
Mr.  Monfore, 
Mr.  McGaffey, 
Mr.  McKeen, 
Mr.  Purdy, 
Mr.  Shattuck, 
Mr.  Wing, 
Mr.  Wisner, 
Mr.  Yerkes, 


27 


Mr.  Almv  moved  to  strike  out  in  the  first  section  the  words 
*  the  Detroit  and  St.  Joseph  railroad  company." 

Mr.  Ballard  moved  that  the  House  adjourn,  which  was  nega- 
tived. 

Mr.  Bingham  moved  that  the  House  adjourn,  which  was 
negatived. 

Mr.  Howe  moved  that  the  House  adjourn,  which  was  also 
negatived. 

The  question  being  upon  the  original  amendment  offered  by  the 
Speaker  to  the  amendment  firom  the  Senate,  it  was  nonconcurred 
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Mr.  Alden, 
Mr.  Brown, 

Mr,  Almy, 
Mr.  Bingham, 
Mr.  Buroank, 
Mr.  Butler, 
Mr.  Buri(e, 
Mr.  Cressev, 
Mr.  Calkin, 
Mr.  Cornell, 
Mr.  Colbath, 
Mr.  Eldred, 
Mr.  Ely, 
Mr.  Felch, 
Mr.  Foote, 


Mr.  Howe, 
Mr.  Wisner, 

Mr.  McKeen, 
Mr.  Mosely, 
Mr.  Purdy, 
Mr.  Phillips, 
Mr.  Shattuck, 
Mr.  Jos.  Smithy 
Mr.  Shellhouse, 
Mr.  Thayer, 
Mr.  Wing, 
Mr.  Ward, 
Mr.  Yerkes, 
Mr.  Speaker, 


The  question  being  upon  concurring  in  the  amendment  from 
the  Senate,  it  was  non-concurred  in  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows: 

YEAS. 

Mr.  Ballard, 

Mr.  Ferrington,         Mr.  Wisner.  6 

NAYS. 

Mr.  Gilbert, 

Mr.  Herrington, 

Mr.  Haskins, 

Mr.  Heath, 

Mr.  Kellogg, 

Mr.  Kingsley, 

Mr.  King, 

Mr.  Lee, 

Mr.  Lothrop, 

Mr.  Levake, 

Mr.  Munger, 

Mr.  Montore, 

Mr.  McGaffey,  "  38 

The  following  communications  were  received  from  the  Execu- 
tive by  Mr.  Pritchette,  Secretary  of  State  : 
To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

I  have  this  day  approved  and  filed  in  the  office  of  the  Secreta- 
ry of  State  an  act  entitled  '*  An  act  to  organize  and  regulate 
banking  associations.** 

STE^^NS  T.  MASON. 
March  15,  1837. 

To  the  House  of  Representatives : 

I  have  this  day  approved  and  filed  in  the  office  of  the  Secreta- 
ry of  State,  the  following  acts,  viz : 

"  An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  *  An  act  to  vacate  the  pre- 
sent seat  of  justice  of  the  county  of  Berrien,  and  to  establish  the 
same  at  the  village  of  Berrien,  in  said  county.'  ** 

•*  An  act  relative  to  the  seat  of  justice  of  Branch  county." 

'^  An  act  to  amend  an  ac:t  entitled  '  An  act  appointing  commis- 
sioners to  lay  out  and  establish  certain  state  roads,*  approved 
July  26,  1836." 

*^  An  act  to  provide  for  the  election  of  justices  of  the  peace  in 
newly  organized  townships,  and  for  other  purposes." 

**  An  act  to  fiimish  each  organized  county  with  a  complete  set 
of  weights  and  measures." 
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**  An  act  to  incorporate  the  village  of  Tecumseh." 

**  An  act  to  lay  out  a  state  road  from  Ypsilanti  to  Ridgeway.** 

STEVENS  T.  MASON. 
March  14,  1837. 

On  motion,  adjourned. 


Thursday 9  March  16. 

The  roll  being  called,  the  following  members  were  absent: 
Messrs.  Almy,  Burbank,  Ballard,  Burke,  Colbath,  Farrington, 
Kellogg,  Lee,  Levake,  Munger,  Mosely,  Phillips,  Job  Smith,  Jos, 
Smith,  Thayer,  Wisner. 

The  journal  of  the  previous  day  having  been  read, 

Messrs.  Ward  and  Heath  severally  asked  and  obtained  leave 
to  have  their  names  recorded  in  the  negative,  on  the  vote  taken 
yesterday,  on  the  amendment  offered  by  the  Speaker,  to  the 
amendment  from  the  Senate,  to  the  bill  entitled  "  A  bill  to  pro- 
vide for  the  construction  of  certrin  works  of  internal  improve- 
ment, and  for  other  purposes." 

Mr.  Calkin  presented  a  petition  from  sundry  citizens  of  Ma- 
comb, for  the  construction  of  a  canal  from  Detroit  through  the 
valley  of  the  Clinton  river  to  Grand  river.    Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Alden,  from  the  committee  on  education,  to  which  was 
committed  the  bill  entitled  "  A  bill  to  incorporate  the  Michigan 
college,"  reported  the  same  to  the  House,  amended  in  accordance 
with  instructions  given. 

On  motion,  Mr.  Kingsley,  the  twenty-first  rule  being  sus- 
pended, asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  entitled  ^  A 
bill  to  divide  the  township  of  Clinton,"  which  was  read  the  first 
and  second  time  and  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion,  Mr.  Felch,  the  twenty-first  rule  being  suspended, 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  entitled  ^  A  biU  to 
amend  an  act  entitled  *  An  act  amendatory  to  the  act  herein  re- 
cited, and  to  provide  for  defraying  the  public  and  necessary 
charges  for  state,  county  and  township  purposes,' "  which  was 
read  the  first  and  seoond  time  and  committed  to  the  committee 
on  ways  and  means,  with  instructions  to  report  as  soon  as  pnu> 
ticable. 
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The  engrossed  bill  entitled  *^  A  bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled 
*  An  act  to  incorporate  the  Michigan  and  Huron  institute/  "  being 
under  consideration,  was  read  a  third  time. 

The  question  being  on  its  final  passc^ge,  it  was  decided  by  yeas 
and  nays  in  the  affirmative,  as  follows  : 


Mr.  Alden, 
Mr.  Brown, 
Mr.  BarbaiJc, 
Mr.  Butler, 
Mr.  Ballard, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Cressey, 
Mr.  Calkin, 
Mr.  Cornell, 
Mr.  Colbath, 
Mr.  Eldred, 
Mr.  Ely, 


YEAS. 

Mr.  Ferrington, 
Mr.  Felch, 
Mr.  Gilbert, 
Mr.  Herrington, 
•Mr.  Haskins, 
Mr.  Kellogg, 
Mr.  Kingsley, 
Mr.  p.iDg, 
Mr.  Lothrop, 
Mr.  Munger, 
Mr.  Martin, 
Mr.  Monfore, 

NAYS. 


Mr.  McGaffey, 
Mr.  McKeen, 
Mr.  Purdy, 
Mr.  Phillips, 
Mr.  Job  Smith, 
Mr.  Shattuck, 
Mr.  Shellhouse, 
Mr.  Thayer, 
Mr.  Wing, 
Mr.  Wisner, 
Mr.  Ward, 
Mr.  Yerkes, 


36 


On  motion  of  Mr.  Mosely,  the  bill  entitled  **  A  bill  to  appro- 
priate a  portion  of  the  five  per  centum  fund  for  the  improvement 
of  certain  roads,"  was  taken  up  for  consideration. 

Mr.  McGaffey  moved  to  amend  the  same  by  striking  out  all 
after  the  enacting  clause. 

Mr.  Cornell  moved  that  the  bill  be  laid  upon  the  table,  which 
was  negatived. 

The  question  recurring  on  the  motion  to  strike  out  all  after  the 
enacting  clause,  it  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Mosely,  decided  by 
yeas  and  nays  in  the  negative,  as  follows : 


Mr.  Brown, 
Mr.  Burbank, 
Mr.  Calkin, 
Mr.  Cornell, 
Mr.  Eldred, 
Mr.  Ely, 

Mr.  Almy, 
Mr.  Bingham, 
Mr.  Butler, 


YEAS. 

Mr.  Gilbert, 
Mr.  Howe, 
Mr.  Haskins, 
Mr.  Kellogg, 
Mr.  Lothrop, 
Mr.  Munger, 

NAYS. 

Mr.  Foote, 
Mr.  Herrington, 
Mr.  Heath, 


Mr.  Monfore, 
Mr.  McGafley, 
Mr.  McKeen, 
Mr.  Job  Smith, 
Mr.  Shattuck, 
Mr.  Yerkes, 

Mr.  Phillips, 
Mr.  Jos.  Smith, 
Mr.  Thayer, 
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Mr.  Ballard,  Mr.  King,  Mr.  Wing, 

Mr.  Colbath,  Mr.  Martin,  Mr.  Ward, 

Mr.  Perrington,  Mr.  Mosely,  Mr.  Speakor, 

Mr.  Pelch,  19 

On  motion  of*  Mr.  Wing,  said  bill  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  entitled  "  A  bill  to  incorporate  the 
city  of  Monroe,"  was  taken  up  and  read  the  first  and  second  time 
and  committed  to  a  select  committee  of  three,  consisting  of 
Messrs.  Wing,  Ward,  Lothrop. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  entitled  "  A  bill  relative  to  the  duties 
of  sheriffs  and  jailers  in  certain  cases,**  with  an  amendment  made 
thereto  by  the  House  of  Representatives,  in  which  the  Senate  non- 
concurred,  was  taken  up. 

On  motion,  the  House  insisted  on  their  amendment.  On  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Cornell,  a  committee  of  conference  was  appointed, 
consisting  of  Messrs.  Cornell,  Wing,  McKeen. 

The  bill  entitled  **  A  bill  granting  to  Norman  Nash  and  Nicho- 
las Ayrault,  the  right  to  keep  and  maintain  a  ferry  across  the  St 
Clair  river,"  with  an  amendment  made  thereto  by  the  Senate, 
was  taken  up  and  concurred  in. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jos.  Smith,  said  bill  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

The  Chair  presented  the  following  communication,  which  was 
read  and  laid  upon  the  table  : 

To  the  Hon.  Charles  W.  Whipple,  Speaker  H.  R,,  ^, 

Sir — The  subjoined  is  a  copy  of  a  resolution  adopted  in  com- 
mon council  last  evening,  and  is  transmitted  to  you  by  order  of 
the  board.  Yours,  «&c., 

GEO.  BYRD,  Clerk. 

ClerKs  Office,  Detroit,  16rt  March,  1837. 

Whereas,  it  has  been  intimated  to  this  board,  that  there  is  a  bill 
now  in  progress  before  the  legislature  of  this  state,  making  very 
important  alterations  in  the  charter  of  this  city,  but  which  we 
have  not  seen,  and  it  being  desirable  that  the  proposed  alterations 
should  be  submitted  to  the  citizens,  therefore. 

Resolved,  That  the  honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, be  respectfully  requested  to  suspend  final  action  on 
said  bill,  until  the  same  shall  have  been  submitted  to  the  citizens 
for  consideration. 

Resolved,  That  copies  oC  this  resolution  be  transmitted  to  the 
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President  of  the  Senate  and  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ely,  the  bill  entitled  **  A  bill  authorizing  the 
board  of  supervisors  of  any  organized  county,  to  borrow  money 
for  the  erection  of  county  buidings,"  was  taken  up  and  considered 
as  in  committee  of  the  whole,  and  after  sundry  amendments,  on 
motion,  said  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Kingsley,  the  twenty-first  rule  being  sus- 
pended, asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  entitled  "  A  bill 
to  repeal  an  act  entitled  ^  An  act  to  provide  for  establishing  seats 
of  justice,' "  which  was  read  the  first  and  second  time  and  laid  up- 
on the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McGafiey,  the  bill  entitled  "  A  bill  granting 
to  Norman  Nash  and  Nicholas  Ayrault,  the  right  to  keep  and 
maintain  a  ferry  across  the  St.  Clair  river,"  was  taken  up  for  con- 
sideration. 

Mr.  Lothrop  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  taken  on  the  con- 
currence in  the  amendments  to  said  bill,  made  by  the  Senate, 
which  was  agreed  to. 

The  question  being  upon  concurring  in  the  amendment  made 
by  the  Senate  to  said  bill,  it  was  nonconcurred  in. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Heath,  a  committee  of  conference  was  ap- 
pointed, consisting  of  Messrs.  Heath,  Jos.  Smith,  Felch. 

On  motion,  Mr.  Kingsley,  the  twenty-first  rule  being  suspen^ 
ded,  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  entitled  **  A  bill  to 
organize  certain  townships,"  which  was  read  the  first  and  second 
time  and  considered  as  in  committee  of  the  whole,  and  after  sun- 
dry amendments,  on  motion,  said  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading. 

On  motion,  Mr.  Butler,  the  House  resumed  the  consideration 
in  committee  of  the  whole,  Mr.  Wing  in  the  chair,  of  the  bill  en- 
titled  **  A  bill  to  incorporate  the  Detroit  and  Clinton  river  canal 
company,"  and  after  spending  some  time  therein,  the  committee 
rose  and  reported  the  same  to  the  House  with  sundry  amend* 
ments,  which  were  concurred  in. 

The  following  communication  was  received  from  the  Senate^ 
through  their  secretary: 

Mr.  Speaker — In  pursuance  of  the  rules  of  the  Senate,  I  hero- 


March  16.]  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES.  561 

with  return  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  without  amendment, 
the  bills  entitled  «  A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Martin  Kundig  f  **  A  bill 
authorizing  the  president  and  trustees  of  the  village  of  Niles  to 
loan  a  certain  sum  of  money  therein  named,"  and  **  A  bill  to  at- 
tach a  certain  township  in  the  county  of  Livingston,  for  township 
government,  to  the  township  of  Hartland,"  with  sundry  amend- 
ments, in  which  the  concurrence  of  the  House  is  respectfully  re- 
quested; the  bill  entitled'' A  bill  to  provide  for  the  disposition  of 
the  university  and  primary  school  lands,  and  for  other  purposes  f 
and  I  am  also  directed  to  inform  the  House  of  Representatives 
that  the  Senate  have  concurred  in  the  amendment  made  by  the 
House  of  Representatives  to  the  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the 
resolution  relative  to  adjournment 
On  motion,  adjourned. 

AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

The  Chair  presented  a  communication  from  the  Auditor  Gene- 
ral, enclosing  a  communication  from  Stephen  R.  Wood,  acting 
treasurer  of  the  county  of  Chippewa,  relative  to  the  inability  of 
the  inhabitants  of  said  county  to  comply  with  the  requisitions  of 
the  law  for  raising  a  state  tax.    Laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Bingham  asked  and  obtained  leave  of  absence  fat  Mr. 
Kellqgg,  during  the  remainder  of  the  session. 

Mr.  Alden  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  taken  yesterday,  on 
the  adoption  of  the  following  resolution,  which  was  agreed  ta 

Resdvedf  That  the  state  printer  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authori- 
zed and  required  to  print  in  pamphlet  form,  three  thousand  copies 
of  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  organize  and  establish  primary 
schools,"  and  an  act  entitled  '^  An  act  to  provide  for  the  dispo- 
sition of  the  university  and  primary  school  lands,  and  for  other 
purposes,"  to  be  distributed  by  the  Secretary  of  State  to  the  se- 
veral townships  of  the  state,  for  the  benefit  of  the  officers  of  the 
school  districts. 

Also,  moved  to  amend  the  same,  by  inserting  after  the  word 
^  purposes,"  the  following  : 

**  And  a  copy  of  the  various  forms  prescribed  by  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Public  Instruction."    Also,  to  strike  out  **  Secretary  o( 
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State,*'  and  insert  "  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction,"  which 
was  agreed  to. 

Said  resolution  as  amended,  was  adopted. 

The  bill  entitled  "^A  bill  amendatory  to  an  act  entitled  *  An  act 
to  provide  for  the  assessment  and  collection  of  township  and  coun- 
ty taxes,' "  with  sundry  amendments  made  thereto  by  the  Senater 
was  taken  up  and  concurred  in. 

Said  bill  as  amended,  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  ^  A  bill  to  provide  for  the  disposition  of  the 
university  and  primary  school  lands,  and  f<»r  other  purposes,'' 
with  sundry  amendn>ents  made  thereto  by  the  Senate,  was  takeik 
up  and  concurred  in. 

Said  bill  as  amended,  passed.    . 

On  motion,  the  twenty*second  rule  being  suspended,  the  en* 
grossed  bill  entitled  "  A  bill  to  organize  certain  townshipa,"  being* 
under  consideration,  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  "  A  bill  to  incorporate  the  Detroit  and  ClintoD 
river  canal  company,"  being  under  consideration,  after  sundry 
amendments,  on  motion,  said  bill  was  laid  upcHi  tfie  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Alden, 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  Mh 
Kingsley  m  the  chair,  on  the  bill  entitled  "A  bill  to  incorporate- 
the  Bank  of  the  commonwealth  of  Michigan,"  and  after  spending- 
some  time  therein,  the  committee  rose  and  reported  progress,  and 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 

The  engrossed  bill  entitled  "A  bill  authorizing  the  supervisonr 
of  any  organized  county  in  this  state  to  loan  money  for  the  pur- 
pose of  erecting  county  buildings,"  being  under  consideration,  wa* 
read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  Ely  moved  to  amend  the  title  of  said  billiby  insertbig  **BSui 
for  other  purposes,"  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Lothrop,  upon  leave  granted,  from  the  committee  of  con- 
ference on  the  bill  entitled  "A  bill  to  organize  the  counties  of  Ionia 
and  Van  Buren,"  reported  the  same  to  the  House  with  the  f<d- 
lowing  amendment,  which  was  adopted : 

**  Sec.  5.  The  circuit  court  for  the  county  of  Van  Buren  shall 
be  held  for  one  year  from  the  first  day  of  November  next,  at  such 
place  as  the  sheriff*  of  said  county  shall  provide  in  said  county. 
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on  the  firsrt  Mondays  of  June  and  December  in  each  year,  and 
after  said  first  day  of  November,  1838,  at  the  seat  of  justice  in 
said  county." 

Said,  bill  as  amended,  passed. 

Mr.  Mosely,  from  the  committee  of  ways  and  means,  to  which 
was  committed  the  bill  entitled  '^A  bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled 
*An  act  amendatory  to  the  acts  herein  recited,  and  to  provide  for  , 
defraying  the  public  and  necessary  charges  for  state,  county  and 
township  purposes,"*  reported  the  same  to  the  House  in  accordance 
with  instructions  given. 

Mr.  Wing,  from  the  select  committee  to  which  was  committed 
entitled  **A  bill  to  incorporate  the  city  of  Monroe,"  reported  the 
bill  the  same  to  the  House  with  an  amendment. 

Mr.  Felch  gave  notice  that  he  would  to-morrow  ask  leave  to  in- 
troduce a  bill  to  provide  for  the  disposal  of  the  surplus  revenue. 

On  motion,  adjourned. 


Friday,  March  17. 

The  roll  being  called^  the  following  members  were  absent : 
Messrs.  Burke,  Farrington,  Munger,  McKeen,  Mosely,  Shattuck. 

The  journal  of  the  previous  day  having  been  read, 

Mr.  Jos.  Smith  asked  and  obtained  leave  of  absence  for  Mr. 
Ralph,  during  the  remainder  of  the  session. 

Mr.  Folch,  from  the  committee  on  enrolment,  reported  as  cor- 
rectly enrolled,  the  following  bills: 

^  An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  'An  act  to  incorporate  the 
village  of  Niles.'  ^ 

"An  act  to  incorporate  the  Dowagiac  hydraulic  company  f 

"  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Martin  Kundig  :** 

•*  An  act  to  attach  a  certain  township  in  the  county  of  Liv- 
ingston, for  township  government,  to  the  township  of  Hartland  i* 

"  An  act  to  amend  'An  act  appointing  commissioners  to  lay  out 
and  establish  certain  state  roads,'  approved  July  26,1836:^ 

"  An  act  to  provide  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Snyder  'P 

•*  An  act  to  authorize  the  president  and  trustees  of  the  village 
of  Niles  to  loan  a  certain  sum  of  money  thereih  named :" 
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State,"  and  insert  ^  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction,''  which 
was  agreed  to. 

Said  resolution  as  amended,  was  adopted. 

The  bill  entitled  ''^  A  bill  amendatory  to  an  act  entitled  *  An  act 
to  provide  for  the  assessmeht  and  collection  of  township  and  coun- 
ty taxes,' "  with  sundry  amendments  made  thereto  by  the  Senate*, 
was  taken  up  and  concurred  in. 

Said  biU  as  amended,  passed 

The  bill  entitled  *'  A  bill  to  provide  for  the  disposition  of  ther 
university  and  primary  school  lands,  and  for  other  purposes," 
with  sundry  amendments  made  thereto  by  the  Senate,  was  takes 
up  and  concurred  in. 

Said  bill  as  amended,  passed.    . 

On  motion,  the  twenty-second  rule  being  suspended,  the  en- 
grossed bill  entitled  ^  A  bill  to  organize  certain  townships,"  being 
under  consideration,  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  "  A  bill  to  incorporate  the  Detroit  and  Clinton 
river  canal  company,"  being  under  consideration,  after  sundry 
amendments,  on  motion,  said  bill  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Alden, 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  Mn. 
Kingsley  in  the  chair,  on  the  bill  entitled  "A  bill  to  incorporate- 
the  Bank  of  the  commonwealth  of  Michigan,"  and  after  spendbg^ 
some  time  therein,  the  committee  rose  and  reported  progress,  and 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 

The  engrossed  bill  entitled  "A  bill  authorizing  the  supervisory 
of  any  organized  county  in  this  state  to  loan  money  for  the  pur- 
pose of  erecting  county  buildings,"  being  under  consideration,  was 
read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  Ely  moved  to  amend  the  title  of  said  Wlliby  inserting  •*and 
for  other  purposes,"  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Lothrop,  upon  leave  granted,  from  the  committee  of  con- 
ference on  the  bill  entitled  "A  bill  to  organize  the  counties  of  Ionia 
and  Van  Buren,"  reported  the  same  to  the  House  with  the  fol- 
lowing amendment,  which  was  adopted : 

**  Sec.  5.  The  circuit  court  for  the  county  of  Van  Buren  dial! 
be  held  for  one  year  from  the  first  day  of  November  next,  at  sudi 
place  as  the  sheriff  of  said  county  shall  provide  in  said  county. 
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oh  the  firaft  Mondays  of  June  and  December  in  each  year,  and 
after  said  first  day  of  November,  1838,  at  the  seat  of  justice  in 
said  county." 

Said,  bin  as  amended,  passed. 

Mr.  Mosely,  from  the  committee  of  ways  and  means,  to  which 
was  committed  the  bill  entitled  ^A  bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled 
*An  act  amendatory  to  the  acts  herein  recited,  and  to  provide  for  , 
defraying  the  public  and  necessary  charges  for  state,  county  and 
township  purposes,' ''reported  the  same  to  the  House  in  accordance 
with  instructions  given. 

Mr.  Wing,  from  the  select  committee  to  which  was  committed 
entitled  **A  bill  to  incorporate  the  city  of  Monroe,"  reported  the 
bill  the  same  to  the  House  with  an  amendment. 

Mr.  Felch  gave  notice  that  he  would  to-morrow  ask  leave  to  in- 
troduce a  bill  to  provide  for  the  disposal  of  the  surplus  revenue. 

On  motion,  adjourned. 


Friday,  March  17. 

The  roll  being  called,  the  following  members  were  abseat : 
Messrs.  Burke,  Farrington,  Munger,  McKeen,  Mosely,  Shattuck. 

The  journal  of  the  previous  day  having  been  read, 

Mr.  Jos.  Smith  asked  and  obtained  leave  of  absence  for  Mr. 
Ralph,  during  the  remainder  of  the  session. 

Mr.  Folch,  from  the  committee  on  enrolment,  reported  as  cor- 
rectly enrolled,  the  following  bills: 

^  An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  *An  act  to  incorporate  the 
village  of  Niles.^'^ 

"An  act  to  incorporate  the  Dowagiac  hydraulic  company  :** 

"  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Martin  Kundig :" 

••  An  act  to  attach  a  certain  township  in  the  county  of  Liv- 
ingston, for  township  government,  to  the  township  (^Hartland  :* 

^  An  act  to  amend  'An  act  appointing  commissioners  to  lay  out 
and  establish  certain  state  roacb,'  approved  July  26,1836:^' 

"  An  act  to  provide  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Snyder  f* 

"  An  act  to  authorize  the  president  and  trustees  of  the  village 
of  Niles  to  loan  a  certain  sum  of  money  thereih  named  :"* 
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*^  An  act  to  amend  anact  entitled  'An  act  to  regulate  highways:' '' 

^  A  joint  resolution  fixing  the  time  of  adjournnient :" 

^  An  act  to  provide  for  the  organization  and  government  of  the 
university  of  Michigan." 

Mr.  Almy,  from  the  select  committee  to  which  was  committed 
two  certain  resolutions,  reported  the  following  joint  resolutioos, 
as  a  substitute,  to  the  House,  which  were  laid  upon  the  table. : 

Resolved^  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  ike 
State  of  Michigan^  That  his  excellency  the  Governor,  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Senate,  and  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, be,  and  they  are  hereby,  authorized  to  contract  with  some 
distinguished  native  artist  of  the  United  States,  for  full  length 
portraits  of  General  George  Washington  and  General  Lafayette, 
which,  after  being  procured,  shall  be  suspended  or  placed  in  some 
appropriate  apartment  in  the  capitol  of  this  state ;  and  that  the 
sum  of  one  thousand  dollars  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  appropri- 
ated for  defraying  the  expenses  of  procuring  the  aforesaid  por- 
traits. 

Resolved^  That  the  clerk  of  this  House  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  au- 
thorized to  remove  from  its  frame  the  picture  now  suspended  in 
one  of  the  committee  rooms  of  the  House,  a  picture  purporting 
to  be  a  likeness  of  Gen.  George  Washington,  and  that  he  dispose 
of  the  same  by  rolling  the  canvass  up  and  depositing  it  in  the 
«tate  library  room. 

Mr.  Felch,  from  former  notice  given,  asked  and  obtained  leave 
to  bring  in  a  bill  entitled  ^  A  bill  to  provide  for  the  disposal  of  the 
surplus  revenue,"  which  was  read  the  first  and  second  time. 

Mr.  Alden  moved  that  the  bill  be  committed  to  a  committee  of 
the  whole,  which  was  accepted  by  the  mover  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Ward  moved  to  commit  the  same  to  the  committee  of  wajrs 
and  means. 

Mr.  Burbank  moved  to  commit  to  a  select  committee,  which 
was  agreed  ta 

The  Chair  announced  the  ibUowing  as  said  committee :  Messrs. 
Burbank,  Felch,  Ward,  Alden,  Job  Smith. 

Mr.  Wing  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  entitled 
^  A  bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled  'An  act  to  alter  the  terms  <^the 
circuit  courts  in  the  first  circuit,' "  which  was  read  the  first  and 
second  time. 
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The  twenty-second  rule  being  suspended,  said  bill  was  read  a 
third  time  and  passed. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  entitled  **  A  bill  to  amend  'An  act 
relative  to  the  city  of  Detroit,  and  the  several  acts  amendatory 
thereto,' "  was  taken  up  for  consideration,  and  after  sundry  amend- 
ments, on  motion,  said  bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time. 

The  above  bill  being  under  consideration,  was  read  a  third 
time  and  passed. 

The  following  communication  was  received  from  the  Senate 
through  their  secretary : 

Mr.  Speaker — In  pursuance  of  the  rules  of  the  Senate,  I  here- 
with transmit  a  bill  entitled  **  A  bill  to  authorize  the  president  and 
trustees  of  St  Joseph  to  contract  a  loan,**  and  *^  A  resolution  rela- 
tive to  the  River  Raisin  and  Lake  Erie  railroad  company,**  in 
which  bill  and  resolution,  -the  concurrence  of  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives is  respectfully  requested.  I  also  return  with  an 
amendment,  the  resolution  relative  to  the  appointment  of  Bank 
Commissioner. 

The  joint  resolution  relative  to  the  appointment  of  Baidc  Cooi- 
inissioner,  with  an  amendment  thereto  by  the  Senate,  was 
taken  up  and  concurred  in.  Said  resolution  as  amended  passed. 
The  joint  resolution  from  the  Senate  relative  to  the  River 
Raisin  and  Lake  Erie  raihroad  company^  was  taken  up,  and  on 
motion,  laid  upon  the  table. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ^'  A  bill  to  authorize  the 
president  and  trustees  of  St  Joseph  to  contract  a  loan,"  was  taken 
up  and  read  the  first  and  sec(»id  time. 

The  twenty-second  rule  being  suspended,  said  bill  was  read  a 
third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  Wing,  upon  leave  granted,  presented  a  remonstrance  fitxn 
sundry  citizens  of  McHiroe,  relative  to  the  incorporation  of  said 
village,  which  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Felch,  the  House  resolved  itself  into  a  com- 
mittee of  the  whole,  Mr.  Cressey  in  the  chair,  on  the  bill  from  the 
Senate,  entitled  **  A  bill  to  incorporate  the  city  of  Monroe,"  and 
after  spending  some  time  therein,  the  committee  rose  and  report- 
ed the  same  to  the  House,  with  sundry  amendments,  which  were 
concurred  in. 
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The  Chair  announced  that  the  time  had  arrived,  in  accordance 
with  the  resolution  this  day  adopted,  for  both  branches  of  the  le- 
gislature to  meet  in  the  hall  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  to 
receive  a  nomination  from  the  Executive  for  the  office  of  Bank 
Commissioner. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lothrop,  a  committee  of  two  was  appointed, 
consisting  of  Messrs.  Lothrop  and  Felch,  to  wait  upon  the  Senate 
and  inform  them  that  the  House  were  ready  to  meet  with  the 
Senate  in  the  hall  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  to  receive 
a  nomination  from  the  Executive  for  the  office  of  Bank  Commis> 
siooer. 

In  Joorr   ASSEHBLY. 

The  Senate  having  been  conducted  to  seats. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ward,  a  committee  of  three  was  appomted 
consistii^  of  Messrs.  Hough  (of  the  Senate,)  Alden  and  Purdy, 
(of  the  House  of  Representatives,)  to  wait  upon  his  excellency 
the  GoveniOT,  and  inform  him  that  both  branches  of  the  legisla- 
ture were  in  convention,  ready  to  receive  any  communication  be 
flDght  see  fit  to  make. 

Mr.  Alden,  from  the  select  committee  appointed  to  wait  on  his 
excellency  the  Governor,  reported  that  they  had  executed  the 
doty  ass^ned  to  them,  and  had  received  for  answer  that  he 
would  communicate  forthwith. 

The  following  communication  was  received  firom  the  Execu- 
tive by  Mr.  Pritchette,  Secretary  of  State : 
Tb  ike  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives : 

I  hereby  nominate  Edwin  N.  Bridges  to  the  office  of  Bank 
Commissioner  for  the  state  of  Michigan. 

STEVENS  T.  MASON. 

March  17,  1837. 

Mr.  Lothrop  oflered  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
State  of  Michigany  (in  joint  meeting)  that  we  do  advise  and  con- 
sent to  the  appointment  of  Edwin  N.  Bridges,  for  Bank  Commis- 
sioner of  the  state  of  Michigan,  for  two  years  from  the  date  of  his 
appointment. 

The  question  being  upon  the  adoption  of  the  above  resolution* 
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it  was,  oh  motion  of  Mr,  Ellis,  (of  the  Senate)  decided  by  yeas 
and  nays  in  the  affirmative,  as  follows : 

YEAS. 

Cfthe  SeruOe^ 

.  Mr.  Davis, 
Mr.  Ellis, 
Mr.  Hough, 
Mr.  Kercheval, 
Mr.  Manning, 

Cf  the  House.  (fBepresentoHveSf 


Mr.  Barry, 
Mr.  Britain, 
Mr.  Clark, 
Mr.  Comstock, 
Mr.  Cooper, 


Mr.  McKey, 
Mr.  Moore, 
Mr.  Rumsey^ 
Mr.  Summers, 


Mr.  Alden, 
Mr.  Almy, 
Mr.  Brown, 
Mr.  Bingham, 
Mr.  Burbank, 
Mr.  Butler, 
Mr.  Ballard, 
Mr.  Cressey, 
Mr.  Calkin,. 
Mr.  Cornell, 
Mr  Eldred, 
Mr.  Ferrington, 
Mr.  Felch, 


Mr.  Foote, 
Mr.  Gilbert, 
Mr.  Harrington, 
Mr.  Haskins, 
Mr.  Heath, 
Mr.  Kingsley, 
Mr.  King, 
Mr.  Lee, 
Mr.  Lothrop, 
Mr.  Levake, 
Mr.  Martin, 
Mr.  Monfore, 
Mr.  McKeen, 

NAYS. 


Mr.  Mosely, 
Mr.  Purdy, 
Mr.  Phillips, 
Mr.  Job  Smith, 
Mr.  Jos.  Smith, 
Mr.  Shellhouse, 
Mr.  Thayer, 
Mr.  Wing, 
Mr.  Wisner, 
Mr.  Ward, 
Mr.  Yerkes^ 
Mr.  Speaker, 


» 


The  Chair  announced  that  Edwin  N.  Bridges,  having  leceived 
a  majority  of  all  the  votes,  was  therefore  duly  elected. 
On  motion,  the  convention  then  adjourned. 

HousB  OF  Reprbsbhtativbs. 

Mr.  Mosely,  from  former  notice  given,  asked  and  obtaineii 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  entitled  **  An  act  in  addition  to  an  act  en* 
titled  an  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  an  act  to  incorporate  tfie 
Detroit  and  Pontiac  railroad  company,"  which  was  read  the  fint 
and  second  time  and  laid  upon  the  table. 

On  motion,  adjourned. 

AFTERNOON  SESSION, 

The  bill  entitled  "  A  bill  to  mcorporate  the  village  rf  Pontiac," 
being  under  consideration, 

The  question  being  upon  the  amendment  made  by  the  House 
to  said  bill  to  strike  out  the  words  **  one  year,"  in  the  nineteenth 
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woctionf  and  insert  ^  six:  months^  in  lieu  thereof,  the  House,  on  mo- 
tion, receded  from  said  amendment 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Levake,  the  communication  presented  yes- 
terday from  the  Auditor  General,  with  the  accompanying  docu- 
ments, were  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  judicis^ry. 

The  bill  entided  "•  A  bUl  to  incorporate  the  Detroit  and  Clinton 
river  canal  oempany,"  being  under  consideration, 

Mr.  Burbank  moved  that  the  bill  be  laid  upon  the  table,  which 
was  negatived. 

Mr.  Butler  moved  that  the  bill  be  engrossed  for  a  third  read- 
ing. 

Mr.  McKeen  moved  that  the  bill  be  laid  upon  the  table,  which 
was  agreed  ta 

The  following  communication  was  received  from  the  Senate, 
through  their  secretary : 

Mr.  Speaker — In  pursuance  of  the  rules  of  the  Senate,  I  here- 
with transmit  a  bill,  which  has  passed  the  Senate,  entitled  "^  A  bill 
to  authorize  the  supervisors  of  the  county  of  Washtenaw  to  raise 
a  certain  sum  of  money,"  also,  **  A  resolution  relative  to  imprison- 
ment for  debt"  I  also  herewith  return  the  following  bills,  viz: 
**  A  bill  to  incorporate  the  Adrian  and  Coldwater  turnpike  road 
company  f  ^  A  bill  authorizing  the  supervisors  of  any  organized 
counties  in  the  state,  to  loan  money  for  the  purpose  of  ^erecting 
county  buildings,  and  for  other  purposes,"  and  ^'  A  bill  to  organ- 
ize certain  townships,"  with  amendments,  in  which  the  concur- 
rence of  the  House  of  Representatives  is  respectfully  requested. 
I  also  return  without  amendment,  the  bills  entitled  ^  A  bill  to 
provide  for  the  renewal  of  sheriff's  bonds,"  and  '^  A  bill  to  amend 
an  act  entitled  *  An  act  concerning  mortgages.' " 

I  am  also  directed  to  inform  the  House  of  Representatives  that 
the  Senate  have  agreed  to  a  committee  of  conference  on  their 
part,  on  the  disagreement  between  the  two  houses  on  the  bill  enti* 
tied  **  A  bill  to  provide  for  the  construction  of  certain  works  of  in- 
ternal improvement,  and  for  other  purposes,"  and  that  Messrs. 
Davis,  Barry  and  Moore,  have  been  appointed  said  committe  <mi 
the  part  of  the  Senate,  and  that  they  respectfully  ask  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  similar  committee  on  the  part  of  the  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lothrop,  a  committee  of  conference  was  ap- 
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pointed  on  the  part  of  the  House,  to  the  bill  entitled  "  A  bill  to 
provide  for  the  construction  of  certain  works  of  internal  improve- 
ment and  for  other  purposes,"  consisting  of  Messrs.  Felch,  Mon- 
fore  and  Ward. 

The  bill  entitled  '^A  bill  to  organize  certain  townships  and  for 
other  purposes,**  with  sundry  amendments  made  thereto  by  the 
Senate,  was  taken  up  and  concurred  in.         ' 

Said  bill  as  amended,  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  '^A  bill  authorizing  the  supervisors  of  any  or- 
ganized county  in  the  state  to  loan  money  for  the  purpose  of  erect- 
ing county  buildings,  and  for  other  purposes,"  with  sundry  amend- 
ments made  thereto  by  the  Senate,  was  taken  up  and  concurred 
in. 

Said  bill  a»  amended,  passed. 

The  joint  resolution  from  the  Senate,  relative  to  imprisonment 
for  debt,  was  taken  up  and  concurred  in. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  entitled  "A  bill  to  authorize  the  super- 
visors of  the  county  of  Washtenaw  to  raise  a  certain  sum  of  mo- 
ney," was  taken  up  and  read  the  first  and  second  time  and  com- 
mitted to  the  committee  on  the  judiciary. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jos.  Smith,  the  bill  entitled  "A  bill  to  amend  an 
act  entitled  *An  act  to  create  a  fund  for  the  benefit  of  certain  mo- 
neyed corporations,  and  for  other  purposes,*"  was  taken  up  and 
read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  Lothrop  moved  to  fill  the  blank  in  the  first  section  of  said 
bill  with  the  words  **  one  thousand." 

Mr.  Ward  moved  to  amend  by  inserting  the  words  "  fifteen 
hundred." 

The  question  being  upon  filling  the  blank  with  ^  fifteen  hun- 
dred," it  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Burbank,  decided  by  yeas  and  nays 
in  the  negative,  as  follows : 

YEAS. 

Mr.  Alden,  Mr.  Levake,  Mr.  Ward, 

Mr.  Butler,  Mr.  Martin,  5 

NAYS. 

Mr.  Almy,  Mr.  Foote,  Mr.  McKeen, 

Mr.  Brown,  Mr.  Gilbert,  Mr.  Mosely, 

Mr.  Bingham,  Mr.  Herrington,         Mr.  Purdy, 

47 
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Mr.  Burbank, 
Mr.  Ballard, 
Mr.  Cressey, 
Mr.  Calkin, 
Mr.  Colbath, 
Mr.  Eldred, 
Mr.  Ely, 
Mr.  Felch, 


Mr.  Phillipe» 
Mr.  Job  Smith, 
Mr.  Shattuck, 
Mr.  Shellhouse, 
Mr.  Wisner, 
Mr.  Yerkes, 
Mr.  Speaker, 


Mr.  Howe, 

Mr.  Haskins, 

Mr.  Kingsley, 

Mr.  KLing, 

Mr.  Lee, 

Mr.  Lothrop, 

Mr.  Muncer, 

Mr.  Monfore,  '32 

The  question  recurring  on  filling  the  blank  with  ^  one  thou* 
sand,"  it  was  agreed  to. 

Said  bill  as  amended,  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  "A  bill  to  incorporate  the  Adrian  and  CoIdwa« 
ter  turnpike  road  company,"  with  sundry  amendments  made 
thereto  by  the  Senate,  was  taken  up  and  concurred  in. 

Said  bill  as  amended,  passed. 

The  joint  resolution  entitled  ^  A  joint  resolution  relative  to  the 
time  of  the  adjourned  session  of  the  legislature,"  with  an  amend- 
ment made  thereto  by  the  Senate,  was  taken  up  and  concunBd 
in. 

The  following  conununication  was  received  firom  the  Senate 
through  their  secretary : 

Mr.  Speaker — In  pursuance  of  the  rules  of  the  Senate,  I  here- 
with return  the  bill  entitled  ^  A  bill  to  incorporate  the  Michigan 
mutual  fire  insurance  company,"  with  sundry  amendments,  in 
which  the  concurrence  of  the  House  of  Representatives  is  re- 
spectfully requested. 

The  bill  entitled  "A  bill  to  incorporate  the  Michigan  mutual  fire 
insurance  company,"  with  sundry  amendments  made  thereto  by 
the  Senate,  was  taken  up  and  concurred  in. 

Said  bill  as  amended,  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  ''A  bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled  'An  act  to  ex- 
tend Jefierson  avenue  to  the  intersection  of  the  present  Grease 
Point  road  on  Lake  St  Clair,'"  being  under  consideration,  was  or^ 
dered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  entitled  "A  bill  to  incorporate  the  city 
of  Monroe,"  being  consideration,  was  read  a  third  time  and 
passed. 

On  motion,  Mr.  Lothrop,  the  twenty-first  rule  being  suspend- 
ed, asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  entitled  '*  A  lull  to 
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amend  an  act  entitled  *  An  act  concerning  deeds  and  conveyan- 
ces,' "  which  was  read  the  first  and  second  time  and  laid  upon  the 
table. 

Tlie  bill  entitled  "A  bill  to  repeal  an  act  entitled  *  An  act  to  pro- 
vide for  establishing  seats  of  justice/  "  was  taken  up  for  consider- 
ation, and  after  sundry  amendments, 

On  motion,  said  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a 
third  time. 

The  engrossed  bill  as  above  being  under  consideration,  was 
read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lothrop,  the  title  of  said  bill  was  amended 
so  as  to  read  '*  A  bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled  *  An  act  to  repeal  an 
met  entitled  'An  act  to  provide  for  establishing  seats  of  justice.' ' " 

On  motion,  adjourned 


Saturday,  March  18. 

The  roll  being  called,  the  following  members  were  absent: 
Messrs.  Alden,  Burke,  Cressey,  Farrington,  Levake,  Purdy,  Jos. 
Smith,  Thayer. 

The  journal  of  the  previous  day  having  been  read, 

Mr.  Burbank,  from  the  select  committee,  to  which  Was  com- 
mitted the  bill  entitled  "  A  bill  to  provide  for  the  disposition  of  the 
surplus  revenue,"  reported  the  same  to  the  House  without  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  Kingsley,  from  the  committee  on  the  judiciary,  to  which 
was  committed  the  bill  from  the  Senate  entitled  ^  A  bill  to  autho- 
rize the  supervisors  of  the  county  of  Washtenaw  to  raise  a  cer- 
tain sum  of  money,**  reported  the  same  to  the  House  without 
amendment 

Also,  reported  a  bill  entitled  ^  A  bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled 
*  An  act  ccmceming  the  Attorney  General  and  District  Attor- 
neys," which  was  read  the  first  and  second  time. 

Also,  reported  a  resolution  entitled  ^  A  resolution  relative  to 
the  state  tax  in  the  county  of  Chippewa." 

Mr*  McGaffey,  firom  the  committee  on  the  judiciary,  reported 
a  bill  entitled  ^  A  bill  to  provide  for  the  salaries  of  certain  offi- 
cers," which  was  read  the  first  and  second  time. 


372 


JOURNAL  OP  THE 


[March  18. 


The  twcnty-second  rule  being  suspended,  said  bill  was  read  a 
third  time  and  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  **  A  bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled  *  An  act  con- 
cerning deeds  and  conveyances/  "  being  under  consideration,  was 
read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  **  A  bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled  *  An  act 
amendatory  to  the  acts  herein  recited,  and  to  provide  for  defray- 
ing the  public  and  necessary  charges  for  state,  county  and  town- 
ship purposes,' "  was  taken  up  for  consideration. 

On  motion,  said  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a 
third  time. 

The  joint  resolution  from  the  Senate  entitled  ^  A  resolution  re* 
lative  to  the  River  Raisin  and  Lake  Erie  railroad  company,''  wag 
taken  up  and  read  the  first  and  second  time. 

Mr.  Wing  moved  to  amend  the  same  by  inserting  after  the 
word  *•  legal,"  the  words  "  or  equitable,"  which  was  agreed  to. 

The  Speaker  (Mr.  Lothrop  in  the  chair,)  moved  to  amend  the 
same  by  inserting  the  following,  to  stand  as  a  substitute : 

"  That  the  Attorney  General  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  instructed 
to  commence  proceedings  against  the  River  Raisin  and  Lake 
Erie  railroad  company,  for  a  violation  of  their  charter,  by  quo 
warranto,  or  otherwise,  as  he  shall  deem  advisable." 

Mr.  Felch  moved,  as  an  amendment  to  the  amendment,  to  in* 
sert  the  words,  ^  if  in  his  opinion  such  process  can  be  sustained,** 
which  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Bingham,  decided  by  yeas  and 
nays  in  the  negative,  as  follows : 


Mr.  Almy, 
Mr.  Burbank, 
Mr.  Colbath, 
Mr.  Ely, 

Mr.  Alden, 
Mr.  Brown, 
Mr.  Binsham, 
Mr.  Butler, 
Mr.  Ballard, 
Mr.  Cressey, 
Mr.  Calkin, 
Mr.  Cornell, 


YEAS. 

Mr.  Felch, 
Mr.  Foote, 
Mr.  Heath, 
Mr.  King, 

NAYS. 

Mr.  Herrington, 
Mr.  Howe, 
Mr.  Haskins, 
Mr.  Kingsley, 
Mr.  Lee, 
Mr.  Lothrop, 
Mr.  Munger, 
Mr.  Martin, 


Mr.  Mosely, 
Mr.  Phillips, 
Mr.  Wisner, 


11 


Mr.  McKeen, 
Mr.  Purdy,     . 
Mr.  Job  Smith, 
Mr.  Shattuck, 
Mr.  Jos.  Soii^, 
Mr.  Shellhouse, 
Mr.  Thayer, 
Mr.  Wing, 
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Mr.  Eldred,  Mr.  Monfore,  Mr.  Yerkeg,     ^ 

Mr.  Ferrington,         Mr.  McGaffey,  Mr.  Speaker, 

Mr.  Gilbert,  31 

The  question  recurring  on  the  amendment  offered  by  the 
Speaker,  it  was  adopted. 

The  twenty-second  rule  being  suspended,  said  resolution  as 
amended,  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

The  following  communications  were  received  from  the  Senate 
through  their  secretary : 

Mr.  Sfeakbk — In  pursuance  of  the  rules  of  the  Senate,  I  here, 
with  transmit  a  bill  which  has  passed  the  Senate,  entitled  **  A  bill 
making  appropriations  in  part  for  the  year  1837,  for  the  pay  of 
officers  and  members  of  the  legislature ;"  and  also  return  the 
bill  entitled  "  A  bill  to  incorporate  the  city  of  Monroe,"  with  cer- 
tain amendments  to  the  amendments  made  thereto  by  the  House 
of  Representatives,  in  which  bill  and  amendments  the  concur- 
rence of  the  House  is  respectfully  requested.  I  also  return,  with- 
out amendment,  the  bill  entitled  "  A  bill  to  incorporate  the  Pon- 
tiac  and  Huron  river  canal  company ;"  and  I  am  also  directed 
to  inform  the  House  of  Representatives,  that  Messrs.  McDonell, 
Kercheval  and  Ellis,  have  been  appointed  a  committee  of  con- 
ference on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  on  the  disagreement  between 
the  two  Houses  on  the  bill  entitled  "  A  bill  to  amend  *  An  act  re- 
lative to  the  city  of  Detroit,  and  the  several  acts  amendatory 

thereto,' "  and  that  the  Senate  respectfully  request  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  similar  committee  on  the  part  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives. 

Mr.  Speaker — In  pursuance  of  the  rules  of  the  Senate,  I  hero* 
with  transmit  two  bilU  which  have  passed  the  Senate,  entitled 
**  A  bill  to  incorporate  the  Detroit,  Plymouth  and  Ann  Arbor  turn- 
pike or  timber  road  company,"  and  **  A  bill  to  incorporate  the 
Owasso  and  Saginaw  navigation  company,"  in  which  the  con- 
currence of  the  House  of  Representatives  is  respectfully  request- 
ed. I  am  also  directed  to  inform  the  House  of  Representatives^ 
that  Messrs.  Summers,  Britain  and  Clark,  have  been  appmnted 
a  committee  of  conference  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  on  the  dis- 
agreement between  the  two  Houses  on  the  bill  entitled  **  A  bill 
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granting  to  Norman  Nash  and  Nicholas  Ayrault,  the  right  to 
keep  and  maintain  a  ferry  across  the  St.  Clair  river." 

The  engrossed  bill  entitled  "  A  bill  to  incorporate  the  Marshall 
literary  institute,"  was  taken  up  for  consideration. 

On  motion  of  the  Speaker,  (Mr.  Lofhrop  in  the  chair,)  the 
thirty-fourth  rule  being  suspended,  the  vote  on  the  engrossment 
and  third  reading  of  the  above  bill,  was  reconsidered. 

On  motion,  said  bill  was  recommitted  to  a  select  committee, 
consisting  of  Messrs.  Ely,  Buder,  Alden. 

The  following  communication  was  received  from  the  Senate 
dirough  their  secretary: 

Mr.  Speaker — In  pursuance  of  the  rules  of  the  Senate,  I  here- 
with return  the  bill  entitled  "  A  bill  to  provide  for  taking  the  cen- 
sus," with  certain  amendments  proposed  to  said  bill  by  the  com- 
mittee of  conference,  and  which  have  been  concurred  in  by  the 
Senate,  and  in  which  they  also  respectfully  ask  the  concurrence 
of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

The  bill  entitled  "  A  bill  to  incorporate  the  city  of  Monroe," 
with  sundry  amendments  made  thereto  by  the  Senate  to  amend- 
ments made  by  the  House,  was  taken  up. 

The  question  being  upon  concurring  in  the  first,  third,  fifth 
sixth,  seventh  and  eighth  amendments  made  by  the  Senate,  they 
were  non-concurred  in. 

The  question  being  upon  concurring  in  the  second  and  fourth 
amendments,  they  were  concurred  in. 

The  bill  entitled  "  A  bill  to  provide  for  taking  the  census,"  with 
the  report  of  the  committee  of  conference,  transmitted  from  the . 
Senate,  was  taken  up  and  concurred  in. 

Said  bill  as  amended,  passed. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  entitled  ''  A  bill  making  appropria- 
tions in  part  for  the  year  1837,  for  the  pay  of  officers  and  mem- 
ben  of  the  legislature,"  was  taken  up  and  read  the  first  and  se- 
cood  time,  and  committed  to  the  committee  on  expenditures. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  entitled  *^  A  bill  to  incorporate  the 
Owasso  and  Sagmaw  navigation  company,"  was  taken  up  and 
read  the  first  and  second  time,  and  committed  to  the  committee 
on  internal  improvement 

Also,  the  bill  from  the  Senate  entitled  ^  A  bill  to  incorporate 
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the  Detroit,  Plymouth  and  Ann  Arbor  turnpike  or  timber  road 
"company,"  was  taken  lip,  and  read  the  first  and  second  tume,  and 
committed  as  above. 

On  motion,  the  tenth  joint  rule  was  suspended. 

On  motion,  adjourned. 

AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

On  motion,  a  committee  of  conference  was  appdnted  on  the 
part  of  the  House,  on  the  disagreement  to^the  bill  entitled  **  A  bill 
to  amend  an  act  relative  to  the  city  of  Detroit,  and  the  several 
acts  amendatory  thereto,''  consisting  of  Messrs.  Brown,  £x>throp 
and  Butler. 

Mr.  Ely,  from  the  select  committee  to  which  was  committed 
the  bill  entitled  **  A  bill  to  incorporate  Michigan  college,*  report- 
ed the  same  to  the  House,  with  sundry  amendments,  and  with 
the  title  amended  so  as  to  read  ^  A  bill  to  incorporate  Marshall 
college,**  which  was  concurred  in. 

On  motion,  said  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a 
third  t^ne. 

The  engrossed  bill  as  above  being  under  consideration,  was 
read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  Almy  moved  that  the  bill  be  laid  upon  the  table,  which 
was  negatived. 

The  question  recurring  upon  its  final  passage,  it  was  decided 
by  yeas  and  nays  in  the  affirmative,  as  follows : 


Mr.  Bin£[ham, 
Mr.  Burbank, 
Mr.  Butler, 
Mr.  Calkin, 
Mr.  Cornell, 
Mr.  Eldred, 
Mr.  Ely, 
Mr.  Felch, 

Mr.  Almy, 
Mr.  Brown, 
Mr.  Ballard, 
Mr.  Cressey, 
Mr.  Colbath, 


YEAS. 

Mr.  Foote, 
Mr.  Gilbert, 
Mr.  Herrington, 
Mr.  Haskins, 
Mr.  Kingsley, 
Mr.  Kinc, 
Mr.  Lotnrop, 
Mr.  Levake, 

NAYS. 

Mr.  Ferrington, 
Mr.  Ho^^ 
Mr.  Lee, 
Mr.  Munger, 
Mr.  Martm, 


Mr.  Monfore, 

Mr.  McGafley, 

Mr.  Mosely, 

Mr.  Purdy, 

Mr.  PhilUps, 

Mr.  Wing, 

Mr.  Wisner, 

Mr.  Speaker,         24 

Mr.  McKeen, 
Mr.  Job  Smith, 
Mr.  Shattuck, 
Mr.  Shellhouse, 
Mr.  Ward,  1$ 
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The  following  communication  was  received  from  the  Senate 
through  their  secretary : 

Mr,  Speaker — In  pursuance  of  the  rules  of  the  Senate,  I  here- 
with return  the  following  bills,  viz :  "A  bill  to  provide  for  the 
election  of  state  officers,"  and  "  A  bill  to  incorporate  the  Grand 
rapids  bridge  company,'*  with  amendments,  in  which  the  concur- 
rence of  the  House  is  respectfully  requested. 

The  following  communications  were  received  from  the  Ex- 
ecutive by  Mr.  Pritchette,  Secretary  of  State : 

To  the  House  of  Representatives : 

I  have  this  day  approved  and  filed  in  the  office  of  Secretary 
of  State  the  following  acts,  viz :  "  An  act  appointing  commission- 
ers to  lay  out  and  establish  certain  state  roads  T  "  An  act  to 
repeal  the  ninth  section  of  *An  act  to  prescribe  the  tenure  of  office 
of  auctioneers,  and  to  levy  a  duty  upon  sales  at  auction  in  certain 
cases,  approved  April  23,  1833  ;' "  and  "  An  act  to  amend  an  act 
entitled  *  An  act  to  incorporate  the  trustees  of  the  Spring  Arbor 
seminary,  approved  March  23, 1835." 

STEVENS  T.  MASON. 

March  17,  1837. 

« 

To  the  House  of  Representatives : 

1  have  this  day  approved  and  filed  in  the  ofliice  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  the  following  acts,  viz :  *^  An  act  to  provide  for  the 
organization  and  government  of  the  university  of  Michigan ;" 
•*  An  act  to  authorize  and  regulate  limited  partnerships ;"  **  An 
act  to  incorporate  the  Dowagiac  hydraulic  company ;"  '^  An  act 
to  organize  the  counties  of  Ionia  and  Van  Buren ;"  "  An  act  to 
amend  an  act  entitled  '  An  ^ct  to  regulate  highways ;'  "  ^  An  act 
to  authorize  the  president  and  trustees  of  the  village  of  Niles  to 
loan  a  certain  sum  of  money  therein  named ;"  **  An  act  to  pro- 
vide for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Snyder ;"  "  An  act  to  amend  an  act 
entitled  *An  act  to  incorporate  the  village  of  Niles  ;"*  **  An  act  to 
amend  'An  act  appointing  commissioners  to  lay  out  and  establish 
certain  state  roads,'  approved  July  20tb,  1836  ;"  "  An  act  to  or- 
ganize the  county  of  Shiawassee,  and  to  attach  the  county  of 
Clinton  to  the  same  for  judicial  purposes ;"  "  An  apt  to  authorize 
the  president  and  trustees  of  the  village  of  St  Joseph  to  borrow 
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a  oertain  sum  d"  money  f.  ^  An  act  for  the  reli^  of  Martin  Kun- 
dig  f  and  '*  An  act  to  attach  a  certam  township  in  the  county  of 
Livingston,  for  township  government,  to  the  township  of  Hart- 
land." 

STEVENS  T.  MASON. 
March,  18, 18S7. 

Mr,  Felch,  from  the  committee  of  conference  appointed  on  the 
bill  entitled  **  A  bill  to  provide  for  the  construction  of  certain  worte 
of  internal  improvement,  and  for  other  purposes,''  reported  the 
same  to  the  House,  with  sundry  amendments,  which  were  con- 
curred in. 

The  question  being  upon  the  final  passage  of  said  bill  as  amend- 
ed, it  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Burbank,  decided  by  yeas  and  nays 
in  the  affirmative,  as  follows : 

YEAS. 

Mr.  Foote, 
Mr.  Gilbert, 
Mr.  Henington, 
Mr.  Howe, 
Mr.  Haskins^ 
Mr.  Kingsley, 


Mr.  Alden, 
Mr.  Almy, 
Mr.  Brown, 
Mr.  Bingham, 
Mr.  Burbank, 
Mr.  Butler, 
Mr.  Ballard, 
Mr.  Cressey, 
Mr.  Calkin, 
Mr.  Cornell, 
Mr.  Colbath, 
Mr.  Eldred, 
Mr.  Ely, 
Mr.  Felch, 


Mr.  King, 
Mr.  Lee, 
Mr.  Lothrop, 
Mr.  Levake, 
Mr.  Munger, 
Ml.  Martin, 
Mr.  Monfore, 

NAYS. 


Mr.  McGaiTey, 
Mr.  McKeen, 
Mr.  Mosely, 
Mr.  Purdy,     . 
Mr.  Job  Smith, 
Mr.  Shattuck, 
Mr.  Jos.  Smith, 
Mr.  Shellhouse, 
Mr.  WJ^ 
Mr.  Wisner, 
Mr.  Ward, 
Mr.  Yerkes, 
Mr.  Speaker, 


40 


The  engrossed  bill  entitled  *^  A  bill  to  amend  an  act  entitfed 
*  An  act  to  extend  Jefierson  avenue  to  the  intersection  of  the 
present  Grosse  Point  road  on  Lake  St.  Clair,' "  beiiig  under  con- 
sideration, was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

The  following  communication  was  received  from  the  Senate, 
through  their  secretary : 

Mr.  SpBAKfiR — In  pursuance  of  the  rules  of  the  Senate,  I 

herewith  return  to  the  House  of  Representatives  the  bill  entitled 

**A  bill  to  provide  for  the  construction  of  certain  works  of  internal 
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improvemeDty  and  for  other  purposes,''  with  an  amendment  as  a 
substitute  to  said  bill,  reported  by  the  committee  of  oonference  on 
said  bill,  in  which  the  Senate  have  concurred,  and  in  which  they 
abo  respectfully  ask  the  concurrence  of  the  House. 

The  bill  entitled  ^  A  bill  to  provide  for  the  dispositicHi  of  the 
surplus  revenue*"  was  taken  up  for  consideration. 

Mr.  Ward  moved  to  strike  out  of  said  bill  all  after  the  enacting 
clause. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Felch,  the  further  consideration  of  said  bill 
was  postponed. 

Mr.  Ely,  from  the  committee  on  internal  improvement,  to  which 
vfm  ooBunitted  the  bill  from  the  Senate  entitled  **  A  bill  to  incor- 
porate the  Detroit,  Plymouth  and  Ann  Arbor  turnpike  or  timber 
road  company ;"  also  the  bill  entitled  ^  A  bill  to  incorporate  the 
Owasso  and  Saginaw  navigation  company,"  reported  the  same 
to  the  House  without  amendment 

The  bill  entitled  '^  A  bill  to  inc(»rporate  the  Detroit  and  Clinton 
liver  canal  company,**  was  taken  up  for  consideration. 

Mr.  Calkin  moved  to  strike  out  all  of  said  bill  after  the  enact- 
ing clause. 

Mr.  Lothrop  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  by  recommit* 
ting  the  bill  to  the  committee  on  internal  improvement,  with  in- 
structions to  insert,  *^  that  the  shares  of  the  stock  of  the  company 
be  sold  at  public  auction,  and  the  proceeds,  exceeding  the  par 
value  of  the  stock,  be  paid  into  the  treasury  of  the  state." 

Mr.  Burbank  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  to  recommit,  by 
inserting  in  line  six,  section  three,  after  the  word  "  county,"  the 
words  "  thence  up  said  Clinton  river  a  canal  or  slack  water  naviga- 
tion to  the  mouth  of  Paint  creek,  in  the  county  of  Oakland ;"  also 
in  iine  two,  section  twenty-one,  after  the  word  **  company,"  insert^ 
'^  or  so  much  thereof  only  as  shall  be  constructed  along  the  val- 
ley of  the  said  Clinton  river,"  which  was  negatived. 

The  question  being  upon  the  amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Lo* 
throp  to  recommit,  it  was  negatived* 

The  Speaker  (Mr.  Felch  in  the  chair,)  moved  the  previous 
question,  for  the  ei^ossment  and  third  readier  of  said  bill,  which 
was  agreed  ta 

The  question  being  upon  the  engrossment  and  third  readiiig  of 
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said  bill,  it  waa,  oa  motion  ci  Mr.  CaUuH,  decided  by  yeas  and 
nays  ia  the  affirmatiFey  as  follows :. 

YEAS. 

Mr.  Felch, 
Mr.  Herriflgtoiiy 
Mr.  Howe, 
Mr,  HaskinSy 
Mr.  Kingsley, 
Mr.  King, 
Mr  i^othrofs 
Mr.  Levake, 
Mr.  MuQ^r, 
Mr.  Martin, 
Mr.  McKeen, 

NAYS. 

Mr.  Foote, 
Mr.  Gilbert, 

The  engrossed  bill,  as  above,  being  under  consideration,  was 
read  a  third  time. 

The  question  being  upon  its  final  passage,  it  was  decided  by 
yeas  and  nays  in  the  affirmative,  as  follows : 


Mr.  Alden, 
Mr.  Almy, 

Mr.  Brown, 
Mr.  Burbank, 
Mr.  Butler, 
Mr.  Ballard, 
Mr.  Cressev; 
Mr.  Cornell, 
Mr.  Colbath, 
Mr.  Ely, 
Mr.  Perrington, 

Mr.  Calkin, 
Mr.  Eldred, 


Mr.  Mooely, 

Mr.  Purdy, 
Mr.  Job  SmiUv 
Mr.  Shattuck, 
Mr.  Jos.  Smith, 
Mr.  Wing, 
Mr.  Wisner, 
Mr.  Ward. 
Mr,  Yerkes, 
Mr.  Speaker, 


dS 


Mr.  Monfore, 
Mr.  McGaffey, 


e 


Mr.  Alden, 
Mr.  Almy, 
Mr.  Brown, 
Mr.  Burbank, 
Mr.  Butler, 
Mr.  fiallard, 
Mr.  Cornell, 
Mr.  Colbath, 
Mr.  Ely, 

Mr.  Calkin, 
Mr.  Eldred, 
Mr.  Foote, 
Mr.  Gilbert, 


YEAS. 

Mr.  Ferrington, 
Mr.  Felch, 
Mr.  Herrington, 
Mr.  Howe, 
Mr.  Kingsley, 
Mr.  King, 
Mr.  Levake, 
Mr.  Munger, 
Mr.  Martin, 

NAYS. 

Mr.  Haskins, 
Mr.  Lothrop, 
Mr.  MoDEfbre, 


Mr.  Mosely, 
Mr.  Purdy, 
Mr.  Job  Smith, 
Mr.  Shattuok, 
Mr.  Wing, 
Mr.  Wisner, 
Mr.  Yerkes, 
Mr.  Speaker, 


Mr.  McGaflfey, 
Mr.  McKeen, 
Mr.  Jos.  Sniitk 


10 


The  following  communication  was  received  from  the  Senate, 
through  their  secretary : 

Mr.  SrBAMMBr-^Tbe  Seoate  have  passed  a  bill  eotitied  ^  A  biU 
to  incorpoirate  the  Ladies'  orphan  associitticA  of  the  city  of  JDeti 
troit,'*  in  which  they  respectfully  ask  the  coDCjurrence  of  the 
House. 
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The  bill  entitled  ^  A  bill  to  incorporate  the  Grand  Rapids  bridge 
company,"  with  amendments  made  thereto  by  the  Senate,  was 
taken  up  and  concurred  in.    Said  bilL  as  amended,  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  ^  A  bill  to  provide  for  the  disposal  of  the  sur- 
plus revenue,"  was  taken  up  for  consideration,  and  after  sundry 
amendments  made  thereto^ 

On  motion,  said  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  ^nd  read  a 
third  time. 

The  engrossed  bill,  as  above,  being  under  consideratkxi,  was 
read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  ^  An  act  in  addition  to  an  act  entitled '  An  act 
to  amend  an  act  entitled  *  An  act  to  incorporate  the  Detroit  and 
Pontiac  railroad  company,' ' "  was  taken  up  for  consideration. 

On  motion,  said  bill  was  recommitted  to  the  committee  on 
banks  and  incorporations. 

On  motion,  adjourned  until  7  o'clock  this  evening* 

EVENING  SESSION. 

The  following  communication  was  received  from  the  Senate,, 
through  their  secretary : 

Mr.  Speaker — In  pursuance  of  the  rules  of  the  Senate,  I  here* 
with  return  the  bill,  entitled  "  A  bill  for  the  regulation  of  internal 
improvements,  and  for  the  appointment  of  a  board  of  commis* 
sioners,"  with  sundry  amendments.  I  also  transmit  the  bill,  enti- 
tled "  A  bill  to  amend  *  An  act  relative  to  the  city  of  Detroit,  and 
the  several  acts  amendatoty  thereto,' "  with  an  amendment  as  a 
substitute  for  said  bill,  reported  by  a  committee  of  conference  on 
said  bill,  in  which  the  Senate  have  concurred ;  and  I  also  return 
the  bill,  entitled  ^  A  bill  granting  to  Norman  Nash  and  Nicholas 
Ayrault,  the  right  to  keep  and  maintain  a  ferry  across  the  St 
Clair  river,"  with  amendments,  reported  by  the  committee  of  con- 
ference 00  said  Ull,  in  which  the  Senate  have  also  concurred,  and 
in  all  of  which  amendments  they  respectfully  ask  the  concurrence 
of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

On  motion,  Mr.  Lothrop,  the  twenty-first  rule  bebg  suspended, 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  entitl^  ^  A  bill  to 
imend  an  act  entitled  <  An  act  to  construct  dams  and  improve 
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the  navigation  of  certain  rivers/  approved  March  24th,  ISSO,** 
which  was  read  the  first  and  second  time. 

The  twenty-second  rule  being  suspended,  said  bill  was  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time  to-day. 

The  engrossed  bill,  as  above,  beiiig  under  consideration,  was 
read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  *^  A  bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled '  An  act  con- 
cerning the  Attcnmey  General  and  District  Attorneys,"'  being 
under  consideration, 

Mr.  McGafTey  moved  to  strike  out  all  after  the  enacting 
clause,  which  was  agreed  to. 

The  joint  resolution,  entitled  ^  A  resolution  to  remit  tlie  pay- 
ment of  a  state  tax  by  t'le  inhabitants  of  the  counties  of  Chippe- 
wa and  Mackinac,"  was  taken  up  for  consideration. 

On  motion,  said  resolution  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for 
a  third  reading. 

The  twenty-second  rule  being  suspended,  the  engrossed  resolu- 
tion, as  above,  being  under  consideration,  was  read  a  third  time 
and  passed. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  entitled  ^  A  bill  to  incorporate  the 
Ladies'  orphan  association  of  tlie  city  of  Detroit,"  was  taken  up 
and  read  the  first  and  second  time. 

Mr.  Wing  moved  to  commit  the  bill  to  the  committee  on  in- 
ternal improvement. 

On  motion. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  Mr. 
Alden  in  the  chair,  on  the  above  named  bill,  and  after  spending 
some  time  therein,  the  committee  rose  and  reported  the-  same  to 
the  House  without  amendment. 

On  motion,  said  bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time. 

The  twenty-second  rule  being  suspended,  said  bill  w^  read  a 
third  time,  and,  on  motion,  laid  upon  the  table. 

The  bill  entitled  **  A  bill  for  the  regulation  of  mtemal  improve- 
ments and  for  the  appointment  of  a  board  of  commissioners,"  with 
sundry  amendments  made  thereto  by  the  Senate,  was  taken  up 
for  consideration. 

The  question  bemg  upon  concurring  in  the  first  amendment 
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made  by  the  Senate  to  strike  out  in  section  two,  lines  two  and 
three,  the  words  **  elected  by  both  houses  ,of  the  legistatore  in 
joint  meeting/'  and  insert  in  lieu  thereof  the  words  '^  appointed  by 
the  Governor,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,** 

Mr.  McKeen  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  by  striking  out 
the  words,  ^  the  Senate,"  and  insert  the  words^  ^  both  branches  of 
the  legislature,"  in  lieu  thereoC  which  iwas  agreed  to. 

The  question  beii^  upon  the  amendment  as  anieiided,  it  was,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Lothrop,  decided  by  yeas  and  nays  in' the  affikna* 
live,  as  follows : 


Mr.  Alden, 

Mr.  Almy, 
Mr.  Brown, 
Mr.  Bin&[ham, 
Mr.  Butler, 
Mr.  Ballard, 
Mr.  Calkin, 
Mr.  Cornell, 
Mr.  Ely, 
Mr.  Ferrington, 

Mr.  Burbank, 
Mr.  Cressey, 
Mr.  Colbath, 
Mr.  Eldred, 


YEAS. 

Mr.  Poote, 

Mr.  Gilbwrt, 
Mr.  Herrington, 
Mr.  Howe, 
Mr.  Haskins, 
Mr.  Kingsley, 
Mr.  King, 
Mr.  Lee, 
Mr.  Levake, 
Mr.  Munger, 

NAYS. 

Mr.  Felch, 
Mr.  Heath, 
Mr.  Lothrop, 


Mr.  Monfore, 
Mr.  Mosely, 
Mr.  Purdy, 
Mr.  Phillips, 
Mr.  Job  JSmith, 
Mr.  Shellhouse, 
Mr.  Wing, 
Mr.  Wianer, 
Mr.  Ward, 
Mr.  Speaker, 

Mr.  McGaffey, 
Mr.  McKeen, 
Mr.  Yerkes, 


30 


10 

The  question  being  upon  concurring  in  the  second,  third,  fourth, 
fifth  and  sixth  amendments  by  the  Senate,  to  said  bill,  they  were 
severally  concurred  hi.    Said  bill  as  amended,  passed. 

On  motion,  adjourned. 


Monday^  March  20. 
The  roll  being  called,  the  following  members  were  absent ; 
Messrs.  Farrington,  Kellogg,  Monfore,  Mosely,  Phillips. 

The  following  message  from  the  Senate,  was  received  through 
their  secretary : 

*  Mr.  Speaker — In  pursuance  of  the  rules  of  the  Senate,  I  here- 
with return  the  bills,  entitled  ''A  bill  to  locate  the  university  of  Mi- 


\ 
\ 
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chigaii,''  and  ''A  bill  to  ametid  an  act  entitled  'An  act  to  construct 
dams  and  improve  the  navigation  of  certain  rivers,'  approved 
March  34,  1836,'"  without  amendment:  I  also  return  the  bill, 
entitled  '^  A  bill  authorizing  the  building  of  certain  dams  thereiD 
named,"  with  sundry  amendments,  in  which  the  concurrence  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  is  respectfully  requested.  I  am  also 
directed  to  inform  the  House  of  Representatives  that  the  Senate 
have  concurred  in  the  resolution  from  the  House  relative  to  a  sus- 
pension of  the  tenth  joint  rule* 

Mr.  Felch,  from  the  committee  on  enrolment,  reported  as  cor- 
rectly enrolled  the  £:Jlowing  named  bills :  "An  act  to  provide  for 
the  construction  of  certain  works  of  internal  improvement,  and 
for  other  purposes ;"  "An  act  to  provide  for  taking  the  census;* 
"An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  ^An  act  concerning  mortgages;'" 
"An  act  to  provide^for  the  renewal  of  sherifis'  bonds ;"  "An  act 
to  organize  certain  townships,  and  for  other  purposes ;"  ^An  act 
amendatory  to  an  act  entitled  ^An  act  to  provide  for  the  assess* 
ment  and  collection  of  township  and  county  taxes ;' "  "An  act  to 
locale  the  university  of  Michigan ;"  "An  act  to  incorporate  the 
village  of  Pontiac ;"  "  An  act  authorizing  the  supervisora  of  any 
organized  county  in  the  state  to  loan  money  for  the  purpose  of 
erecting  county  buildings,  and  for  other  purposes  ;^  "An  act  to 
provide  for  the  organization  and  support  of  primary  schools ;" 
"A  joint  resolution  relative  to  the  adjourned  session  of  the  legisla- 
ture." 

Mr.  Kingsley,  from  the  oommittee  on  the  judiciary^  made  the 
following  report^  which  was  read  and  adopted. 

REPORT : 

The  judiciary  committee,  to  which  was  referred  several  peti- 
tions, praying  for  the  repeal  of  a  law  passed  March  ftlst,  1836, 
by  which  the  county  seat  of  the  county  of  Lenawee  was  vaca- 
ted and  established  at  Adrian,  report,  that  they  have  heard  the 
reasons  why  said  petitioners  claim  that  said  law  should  be  repeal- 
ed, but  have  not  seen  sufficient  cause  to  induce  them  to  recom^ 
mend  the  repeal  of  said  law. 

Mr.  Heath,  from  the  committee  of  conference,  appointed  upon 
the  bill,  entitled  "A  bill  to  authorize  Norman  Nash  and  Nicholas 
Ayrault  to  keep  and  maintain  a  ferry  across  the  St*  Clair 
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river,"  reported  the  same  to  the  House  with  sundry  amendmeDts* 
which  were  concurred  in. 

Mr.  Howe,  from  the  committee  on  expenditures,  to  which  was 
committed  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ''A  bill  making  appro- 
priations in  part  for  the  yearlSd?^  for  the  pay  of  officers  and 
members  of  the  legislature,"  reported  the  same  to  the  House  with* 
out  amendment 

The  Chair  presented  the  following  communication  from  the 
Historical  society  of  Michigan,  which  was  read  and  laid  upon 
the  table: 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Historical  society  of  Michigan,  held  on  the 
18th  day  of  March,  1837,  H.  R.  Schoolcraft,  president,  in  the 
chair, 

Resolvedj  That  letters  be  addressed  to  the  President  of  the  Se- 
nate and  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  Michi- 
gan, respectfully  asking  them  to  aid  the  Historical  society,  in  such 
way  as  they  may  deem  most  fit  and  expedient,  to  obtain  from 
the  members  of  the  honorable  bodies  over  which  they  preside, 
such  facts  relative  to  the  first  settlement  of  the  counties  and  towns 
in  this  state,  as  may  be  worthy  of  record  and  preservation  ;  to  be 
transmitted  in  the  course  of  the  ensuing  season,  to  the  correspond^* 
ing  secretary  thereof. 

C.  C.  TROWBRIDGE, 

jRec.  Sec,  pro  tern.- 

Mr.  Wing  moved  the  reconsideration  of  the  vote  taken  on  the 
final  passage  of  the  bill  entitled  ^A  biil  to  incorporate  the  Detroit 
and  Clinton  river  canal  company,"  which  was  agreed  to. 

The  question  being  upon  the  final  passage  of  said  bill  (i-equiring 
a  vote  of  two-thirds,)  it  was  decided  by  yeas  and  nays  in  the 
negative,  as  follows : 

YEAS. 

Mr.  Alden,  Mr.  Herrington,  Mr.  Job  Smith, 

Mr.  Aliny,  Mr.  Howe,  Mr.  Sbattuck, 

Mr.  Brown,  Mr.  Haskins,  Mr.  Thayer, 

Mr.  Burbank,  Mr.  Kingsley,  Mr.  Wisner, 

Mr.  Butler,  Mr.  Lee,  Mr.  Ward, 

Mr.  Ballard,  Mr.  Levake,  Mr.  Yerkes, 

Mr.  Cornell,  Mr.  Martin,  Mr.  Speaker, 

Mr.  Ferrington,  Mr.  Purdy,  23 
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NAYS. 

Mr.  Bingham,  Mr.  Foote,  Mr.  McGaffey, 

Mr.  Calkin,  Mr.  Gilbert,  Mr.  McKeen, 

Mr.  Eldred,  Mr.  Heath,  Mr.  Phillips, 

Mr.  Ely,  Mr.  King,  Mr.  Jos.  Smith, 

Mr.  Felch,  Mr.  Lothrop,  Mr.  Shellhouse,      15 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  entitled  ^  A  bill  to  authorize  the  su- 
pervisors of  the  county  of  Washtenaw  to  raise  a  certain  sum  of 
money,''  was  taken  up,  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bingham, 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  Mr.  Al- 
my  in  the  chair,  upon  the  bill  from  the  Senate  entitled  "  A  bill  to 
incorporate  the  Detroit,  Plymouth  and  Ann  Arbor  turnpike  or  two- 
ber  road  company,"  and  after  spending  some  time  therein,  the 
committee  rose  and  through  their  chairman  reported  the  same 
to  the  House  without  amendment  Said  bill  was  then  read  the 
third  time  and  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  **  A  bill  to  provide  for  the  election  of  state  offi- 
cers,^ with  an  amendment  made  thereto  by  the  Senate,  as  a  sub- 
stitute, was  taken  up  and  the  amendment  concurred  iiL  Said  bill 
as  amended,  was  then  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  entitled  "  A  bill  to  incorporate  the  La- 
die^  orphan  association  of  the  city  of  Detroit,"  was  taken  up  for 
consideraticm. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Felch,  said  bill  was  committed  to  a  select 
committee  of  three  members,  with  instructions  to  report  the  same 
to  the  House  with  the  following  provisions : 

1st  Providing  for  closing  up  the  concerns,  in  case  of  dissolu- 
tion of  said  association. 

2d.  To  make  all  debts  a  lien  on  the  real  estate  which  said  cor- 
porati(m  may  own,  until  the  same  shall  be  discharged. 

The  Chair  announced  Messrs.  Felch,  .Alden  and  Mosely,  as 
said  committee. 

The  bill  entitied  *  A  bill  authorizing  the  construction  of  cer- 
tain dams  therein  nanied,*  with  sundry  amendments  made  there- 
to by  the  Senate,  was  taken  up  for  considei'ation. 

The  questi(»i  being  upon  concurring  in  the  amendments  made 

by  the  Senate,  they  were  concurred  in,  witil  the  exception  of  the 

Mowing,  which  was  non-concurred  in : 
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Sec.  14.  Samuel  Dexter  and  Joseph  W.  Brown,  of  Ionia  coun- 
ty, and  their  heirs  and  assigns,  are  hereby  authorized  to  build  a 
dam  across  Grand  river,  at  or  near  the  county  seat  of  said  couir- 
ty.     Said  dam  shall  not  exceed  feet  in  height  above 

common  low  water  mark,  and  shall  contain  a  convenient  lock  for 
the  passage  of  boats,  canoes,  rafts  and  other  water  craft,  not  less 
than  twenty-four  feet  in  width,  and  one  hundred  feet  in  length. 

The  following  communication  from  the  Executive,  was  receiv- 
ed through  Mr.  Jackson,  his  private  secretary : 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives : 

I  have  this  day  approved  and  filed  in  the  office  of  the  Secreta- 
ry  of  State,  the  following  acts,  viz: 

''An  act  to  provide  for  the  organization  and  support  of  primary 
schools." 
"  An  act  to  locate  the  university  of  Michigan.** 
"  An  act  to  incorporate  the  village  of  Pontiac.** 
**  An  act  authorizing  the  supervisors  of  any  organized  county 
in  the  state,  to  loan  money  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  county 
buildings,  and  for  other  purposes." 

**  An  act  amendatory  to  kn  act  entitled  '  An  act  to  provide  for 
the  assessment  and  collection  of  township  and  county  taxes.' " 
**  An  act  to  organize  certain  townships,  and  for  other  purposes*'^ 
**  An  act  to  provide  for  the  renewal  of  sheriffs'  bonds." 
^  An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  'An  act  concerning  mortga- 
ges.' " 

"An  act  to  provide  for  the  construction  of  certain  works  of  in- 
ternal improvement,  and  for  other  purposes,"  and 

•*  A  joint  resolution  relative  to  the  adjourned  session  of  the  le- 
gislature," 

STEVENS  T.  MASON. 

March  20, 1837. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mosely, 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  Mr. 
Bingham  in  the  chair,  upon  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ^  A 
bill  to  incorporate  the  Owasso  and  Saginaw  navigation  company," 
and  after  spending  some  time  therein,  the  committee  rose  and  re- 
ported the  same  to  the  House  without  amendment 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Burbank,  the  twenty-second  rule  was  sus- 
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pended  for  the  remainder  6f  the  session,  and  said  last  named  bill 
"was  then  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

The  following  message  from  the  Senate,  was  received  through 
their  secretary :  * 

Mr.  Speaker — ^I  am  directed  by  the  Senate  to  inform  the 
House  of  Representatives  that  the  Senate  non-concur  in  the 
amendment  made  by  the  House  of  Representatives,  to  the  first 
amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  entitled  ^  A  bill  for  the  regu- 
lation of  iqtemal  improvements,  and  for  the  appointment  of  a 
board  of  commissioners,"  and  that  the  Senate  insi^  upon  their 
aniendments  made  to  the  amendments  of  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives to  the  bill  entitled  "  A.bilfto  incorporate  the  city  of  Mon- 
roe." 

The  bill  entitled  **  A  biH  for  the  regulation  of  internal  improve- 
menst,  and  for  the  appomtment  of  a  board  of  commissioners,"  with 
an  amendment  thereto  by  the  House,  in  which  the  Senate  non-con- 
cutred,  was  taken  up. 

The  question  ^being,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Alden,  that  the  House  re- 
cede from  their  amendment,  it  was  negatived. 

On  motion,  a  committee  of  conference  was  appointed  on  the 
above  bill,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Bingham,  Ward,  Lothrop. 

The  bill  entitled  "A  bill  to  incorporate  the  city  of  Monroe,"  with 
sundry  amendments  thereto  by  the  Senate,  in  which  the  House 
had  non-concurred,  and  the  Senate  insisted,  was  taken  up. 

On  motion,  a  committee  of  conference  was  appointed  on  said 
hill,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Wing,  Alden  and  Brown. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Butler,  the  petitioners  for  Marshall  college 
have  leave  to  withdraw  their  petition. 

The  •*Bill  to  amend  the  several  acts  relative  to  the  city  of  De- 
troit," with  the  amendment  reported  by  the  committee  of  confer- 
ence was  taken  up,  and  the  amendments  concurred  in. 

Said  bill  as  amended,  was  then  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

The  "Bill  to  authorize  Norman  Nash  and  Nicholas  Ajrrault 
to  keep  and  maintain  a  ferry  across  the  St  Clair  river,"  with 
the  amendments  reported  by  the  committee  of  conference,  was 
taken  up,  and  the  amendments  concurred  in. 

Said  bill  as  amended,  was  then  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

Ob  motioD  of  Mr.  Burbant  the  twenty-first  rule  was  su»- 
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NAYS. 
Mr.  Monlbre,  1 

On  motipn  of  Mr.  Ward, 

Resolved  by  the  House  of  Representatives,  That  a  committee  of 
five,  composed  of  one  representative  from  each  senatorial  district, 
be  appomted  to  examine  the  accounts  of  the  Treasurer  and  Au- 
ditor General  of  the  "state  of  Michigan,  and  report  at  the  adjourn- 
ed session  of  the  legislature. 

The  joint  resolution  from  the  Senate,  ^  A  resolution  relative  to 
the  revision  of  the  laws,  and  for  other  purposea,**  was  taken  up^ 
and  read  the  first  and  second  time. 

The  rule  having  been  heretofore  suspended,  said  resolution 
was,  6n  motion,  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

The  bill  fironi  the  Senate,  entitled  ^  A  bill  making  appropria- 
tions in  part  for  the  year  1837,  and  for  the  pay  of  the  officers 
and  members^of  the  legislature,'^  being  under  consideration,  was 
ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  Alden  moved  to  amend  the  same  by  striking  out  the  word 

^  six"  in  the  second  section,  and  insert  **  five**  in  lieu  thereof 

which,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Bingham,  was  decided  by  yeas  and  nays 

in  affirmative,  as  follows : 

YEAS. 

Mr.  Felch, 

Mr.  Poote, 

Mr.  Gilbert, 

Mr.  Herrington, 

Mr.  Howe, 

Mr.  Haskins, 

Mr.  Kingsley, 

Mr.  Lee,  23 

NAYS. 

Mr.  King, 
Mr.  Lothrop, 
Mr.  Levake, 
Mr.  Munger, 
.    Mr.  Montore, 

Mr.  McKeen,  17 

Said  bill  was  then  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  Almy  laid  upon  the  table  the  fdlowing : 

Resolved,  That  Messrs.  King  and  Levake,  members  of  this 


Mr.  Alden, 
Mr.  Bingham, 
Mr.  Burbank, 
Mr.  Ballard, 
Mr.  Cressey, 
Mr.  Colbath, 
Mr.  Eldred, 
Mr.  Ferrington, 

Mr.  Almy, 
Mr.  Brown, 
Mr.  Butler, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Ely, 
Mr.  Heath, 


Mr.  Martin, 
Mr.  |kf  cGaffey, 
Mr.  Purdy,     ' 
Mr.  Phillips,  ' 
.  Mr.  Shattuck, 
Mr.  Thayer, 
Mr.  Yerkes, 


Mr.  Mosely, 
Mr.  Job  Smith, 
Mr.  Jos.  Smith, 
Mr.  Wing, 
Mr.  Wisner, 
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House  from  the  counties  of  Mackinac  and  Chippewa^  be,  and  they 
are  hereby,  allowed  the  per  diem  pay  for  fifty  days  each,  extra, 
over  and  above  the  time  which  may  be  allowed  to  them  for  their 
respective  attendance  at  this  session  of  the  legislature. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Alden, 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  Mr. 
Kingsley  in  the  chair,  upon  the  bill,  **  A  bill  to  incorporate  the 
Bank  of  the  commonwealth  of  Michigan,"  and  after  spending  some 
time  therem,  the  committee  rose  and  reported  the  same  to  the 
House,  with  sundry  amendments,  which  were  concurred  in. 

Mr.  Ward  moved  to  postpone  the  further  consideration  of  the 
above  bill  until  the  fourth  day  of  July  next,  and,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Bingham,  the  question  was  decided  by  yeas  and  nays  in  the 
negative,  as  follows : 


Mr.  Binjzham, 
Mr.  Butler, 
Mr.  Calkin, 
Mr.  Eldred, 
Mr.  Ely, 

Mr.  Alden, 
Mr.  Almy, 
Mr.  Brown, 
Mr.  Burbank, 
Mr.  Ballard, 
Mr.  Cressev, 
Mr.  Cornell, 
Mr.  Colbath, 
Mr.  Ferrington, 
Mr.  Felch, 


YEAS. 

Mr.  Foote, 
Mr.  Gilbert, 
Mr.  Haskins, 
Mr.  Lothrop, 
Mr.  McKeen, 

NAYS. 

Mr.  Herrington, 
Mr.  Howe, 
Mr.  Heath, 
Mr.  Kingsley, 
Mr.  King, 
Mr.  Lee, 
Mr.  Levake, 
Mr.  Mun^er, 
Mr.  Martm, 


Mr.  Purdy, 
Mr.  Phillips, 
Mr.  Wisner, 
Mr.  Ward, 
Mr.  Yerkes, 

Mr.  McGaffey, 
Mr.  Mosely, 
Mr.  Job  Smith, 
Mr.  Shattuck, 
Mr.  Jos.  Smith, 
Mr.  Shellhouse, 
Mr.  Thayer, 
Mr.  Wiii, 
Mr.  Speaker, 


15 


28 


Mr.  Cornell  moved  that  said  bill  be  laid  upon  the  table,  and, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Bingham,  the  question  was  decided  by  yeas 
and  nays  in  the  affirmative,  as  follows : 


Mr.  Alden, 
Mr.  Almy, 
Mr.  Brovwi, 
Mr.  Binffham, 
Mr.  Burbank, 
Mr.  Butler, 


YEAS. 

Mr.  Foote, 
Mr.  Herrington, 
Mr.  Howe, 
Mr.  Heath, 
Mr.  Kingsley, 
Mr.  King, 


Mr.  Purdy, 
Mr.  Phillips, 
Mr.  Job  Smith, 
Mr.  Shattuck, 
Mr.  Jos.  Smith, 
Mr.  Shellhouse, 
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NAYS. 
Mn  Monfore,  1 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ward, 

Resoloed  by  the  House  of  Representatives,  That  a  committee  of 
five,  composed  of  one  representative  from  each  senatorial  district* 
be  appointed  to  examine  the  accounts  of  the  Treasmier  and  Au- 
ditor General  of  the  "state  of  Michigan,  and  report  at  the  adjourn- 
ed session  of  the  legislature. 

The  joint  resolution  from  the  Senate,  ^  A  resolution  relative  to 
the  revision  of  the  laws,  and  for  other  purposes,"  was  taken  up, 
and  read  the  first  and  second  time. 

The  rule  having  been. heretofore  suspended,  said  resolution 

* 

was,  6n  motion,  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

The  bill  fi-pm  the  Senate,  entitled  ^  A  bill  making  appropria- 
tions in  part  for  th6  year  1837,  and  for  the  pay  of  the  officers 
and  members^of  the  legislature/'  being  under  consideration,  was 
ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  Alden  moved  to  amend  the  same  by  striking  out  the  word 

**  six''  in  the  second  section,  and  insert  "  five"^  in  lieu  thereof 

which,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Bingham,  was  decided  by  yeas  and  nays 

in  affirmative,  as  follows : 

YEAS. 

Mr.  Felch, 

Mr.  Poote, 

Mr.  Gilbert, 

Mr.  Herrington, 

Mr.  Howe, 

Mr.  Haskins, 

Mr.  Kingsley, 

Mr.  Lee,  23 

NAYS. 

Mr.  King, 
Mr.  Lothrop, 
Mr.  Levake, 
Mr.  Munger, 
.    Mr.  Monfore, 

Mr.  McKeen,  17 

Said  bill  was  then  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  Almy  laid  upon  the  table  the  following : 

Resolved,  That  Messrs.  King  and  Levake,  members  of  this 


Mr.  Alden, 
Mr.  Bmgham, 
Mr.  Burbank, 
Mr.  Ballard, 
Mr.  Cressey, 
Mr.  Colbath, 
Mr.  Eldred, 
Mr.  Ferrington, 

Mr.  Almy, 
Mr.  Brown, 
Mr.  Butler, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Ely, 
Mr.  Heath, 


Mr.  Martin, 
Mr.  WcGaffey, 
Mr.  Purdy,    ' 
Mr.  Phillips, ' 
,  Mr.  Shattuck, 
Mr.  Thayer, 
Mr.  Yerkes, 


Mr.  Mosely, 
Mr.  Job  Smith, 
Mr.  Jos.  Smith, 
Mr.  Wing,  • 
Mr.  Wisner, 
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House  from  the  counties  of  Mackinac  and  Chippewa^  be,  and  they 
are  hereby,  allowed  the  per  diem  pay  for  fifty  days  each,  extra, 
over  and  above  the  time  which  may  be  allowed  to  them  for  their 
respective  attendance  at  this  session  of  the  legislature. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Alden, 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  Mr. 
Kingsley  in  the  chair,  upon  the  bill,  "A  bill  to  incorporate  the 
Bank  of  the  commonwealth  of  Michigan,"  and  after  spending  some 
time  therein,  the  committee  rose  and  reported  the  same  to  the 
House,  with  sundry  amendments,  which  were  concurred  in. 

Mr.  Ward  moved  to  postpone  the  further  consideration  of  the 
above  bill  until  the  fourth  day  of  July  next,  and,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Bingham,  the  question  was  decided  by  yeas  and  nays  m  the 
negative,  as  follows : 


Mr.  Bingham, 
Mr.  BuUer, 
Mr.  Calkin, 
Mr.  Eldred, 
Mr.  Ely, 

Mr.  Alden, 
Mr.  Almy, 
Mr.  Brown, 
Mr.  Burbank, 
Mr.  Ballard, 
Mr.  Cressey, 
Mr.  Cornell, 
Mr.  Colbath, 
Mr.  Ferrington, 
Mr.  Felch, 


YEAS. 

Mr.  Foote, 
Mr.  Gilbert, 
Mr.  Haskins, 
Mr.  Lothrop, 
Mr.  McKeen, 

NAYS. 

Mr.  Herrington, 
Mr.  Howe, 
Mr.  Heath, 
Mr.  Kingsley, 
Mr.  King, 
Mr.  Lee, 
Mr.  Levake, 
Mr.  Mun^er, 
Mr.  Martm, 


Mr.  Purdy, 
Mr.  Phillips, 
Mr.  Wisner, 
Mr.  Ward, 
Mr.  Yerkes, 

Mr.  McGaifey, 
Mr.  Mosely, 
Mr.  Job  Smith, 
Mr.  Shattuck, 
Mr.  Jos.  Smith, 
Mr.  Shellhouse, 
Mr.  Thayer, 
Mr.  Wms, 
Mr.  Speaker, 


15 


28 


Mr.  Cornell  moved  that  said  bill  be  laid  upon  the  table,  and, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Bingham,  the  question  was  decided  by  yeas 
and  nays  in  the  affirmative,  as  follows : 


Mr.  Alden, 
Mr.  Almy, 
Mr.  Brown, 
Mr.  Bingham, 
Mr.  Burbank, 
Mr.  Butler, 


YEAS. 

Mr.  Foote, 
Mr.  Herrington, 
Mr.  Howe, 
Mr.  Heath, 
Mr.  Kingsley, 
Mr.  King, 


Mr.  Purdy, 
Mr.  Phillips, 
Mr.  Job  Smith, 
Mr.  Shattuck, 
Mr.  Jos.  Smith, 
Mr.  Shellhouse, 
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Mr.  Lee, 

Mr.  Lothrop, 
Mr.  Martin, 
Mr.  McGaffey, 
Mr.  McKeen, 
Mr.  Mosely, 

NAYS. 

Mr.  Gilbert, 
Mr.  Haskins, 


Mr.  Thayer, 

Mr.  Wing, 
Mr.  Wisner, 
Mr.  Ward, 
Mr.  Yerkes, 
Mr.  Speaker, 


Mr.  Levake, 
Mr.  Monger, 
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Mr.  Ballard, 

Mr.  Cressey, 
Mr.  Cornell, 
Mr.  Eldred, 
Mr.  Ely, 
Mr.  FerringtoD, 
Mr.  Felch, 

Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Calkin, 
Mr.  Colbath, 

The  follo^ring  message  was  received  from  the  Senate  through 

their  secretary : 

Mr.  Speaker — In  pursuance  of  the  rules  of  the  Senate,  I  here- 
with return  a  bill  entitled  *^  A  bill  to  incorporate  the  Detroit  and 
Clinton  river  canal  company,"  the  Senate  having,  in  accordance 
with  the  request  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  granted  the 
House  leave  to  withdraw  said  bill.  I  am  also  directed  to  inform 
the  House  of  Representatives,  that  the  Senate  have  concurred  in 
the  amendment  made  by  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the 
first  amendment  of  the  Senate,  to  the  bill  entitled  ''  A  bill  for  the 
regulation  of  internal  improvements,  and  for  the  appointment  of  a 
board  of  commissioners." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Kingsley,  the  twenty-first  rule  was  suspend- 
ed, and  he  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  **  A  bill  to  amend 
an  act  entitled '  An  act  for  the  regulation  of  internal  improve- 
ments, and  for  the  appomtment  of  a  board  of  commissioners." 

Said  bill  was  read  the  first  and  second  time,  and  the  twenty- 
second  rule  being  suspended,  it  was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bingham,  the  vote  upon  the  final  passage  of 
the  bill,. entitled  "  A  bill  to  incorporate  the  Detroit  and  Clinton 
river  canal  company,  was  reconsidered. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Felch,  said  bill  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

The  engrossed  bill,  "  A  bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled  *  An  act 
amendatory  to  the  acts  herein  recited,  and  to  provide  for  defiuy- 
ing  the  public  and  necessary  charges  for  state,  county  and  town* 
ship  purposes,"  was  taken  up,  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  Mosely  gave  notice  that  he  should,  at  some  future  time, 
ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  construct  a  canal  to  unite  the 
Shiawassee  with  Maple  river. 
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Also,  to  introduce  a  bill  for  improving  the  middle  branch  of 
Bad  river,  and  uniting  said  river  with  Pine  river,  by  a  canal. 
On  motion,  adjourned  until  7  o'clock  this  evening. 

EVENING  SESSION. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment 

The  Speaker,  (Mr.  Felch  in  the  chair,)  by  unanimous  consent, 
moved  to  amend  the  enrolled  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to  extend 
Fort  street,  in  the  city  of  Detroit,  until  it  intersects  the  road  lead- 
ipg  from  the  Detroit  river  to  Dearbornville,"  by  striking  out  in 
the  ninth  line  of  the  first  section,  also,  in  the  ninth  line  of  the 
third  section,  the  words,  "  township  of  Springwells,"  and  insert 
the  words, "  county  of  Wayne,"  which  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wisner,  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "A 
bill  to  provide  for  the  purchase  of  the  Detroit  and  Pontiac  rail- 
road company,  and  for  other  purposes,"  was  taken  up  for  con- 
sideration. 

Mr.  Ward  moved  to  amend  said  bill,  by  inserting,  at  the  end 
of  the  sixth  section  of  said  bill,  the  following :  ^  And  said  bank 
shall  be  subject  to  the  provisions  of  '  An  act  to  organize  and  re- 
gulate banking  associations.' " 

On  niotion  of  Mr.  Bingham,  the  question  was  decided  by  yeas 
and  nays  in  the  affirmative,  as  follows : 

YEAS. 

Mr.  Foote, 
Mr.  Gilbert, 
Mr.  Herrington, 
Mr.  Haskins, 
Mr.  Heath, 
Mr.  Kingsley, 
Mr.  King, 
Mr.  Lothrop, 


Mr.  AIden« 
Mr.  Binffham, 
Mr.  Butler, 
Mr.  Ballard, 
Mr.  Calkin, 
Mr.  Cornell, 
Mr.  Eldred, 
Mr.  Ely, 
Mr.  Ferrington, 


Mr.  Monfore, 
Mr.  McGaffey, 
Mr.  Purdy, 
Mr.  Phillips, 
Mr.  Job  Smith, 
Mr.  Shattuck, 
Mr.  Ward, 
Mr.  Yerkes, 


25 


Mr.  BurbaxJE, 
Mr.  Cressey, 


Mr.  Speaker, 


NAYS. 

Mr.  Mosely, 
Mr.  Wisner, 

^d  bill,  as  amended,  was  then  read  the  third  time  and  passed 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the  Senate,  through 

their  secretary : 

50 
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Mr.  Speaker — In  pursuance  of  the  rules  of  theFenate,  I  here- 
with return  a  bill,  entitled  **  A  bill  to  incorporate  the  Gibraltar 
and  Clinton  railroad  company,"  with  sundry  amendments  made 
thereto  by  the  Senate.  I  also  herewith  transmit  bills  which  have 
passed  the  Senate,  entitled  "  A  bill  to  incorporate  the  Brest  and 
Grand  river  railroad  company  ;"  "  A  bill  to  incorporate  the  St. 
Joseph  and  Michigan  City  railroad  company ;"  •*  A  bill  to  incor- 
porate the  Lake  Huron  and  Detroit  railroad  company, ;"  **  A  bill 
to  incorporate  the  New  Buffalo  and  Hudson  railroad  company  '^ 
•*  A  bill  to  increase  the  compensation  of  the  supervisors  of  the 
several  townships  of  this  state."  I  also  herewith  return,  without 
amendment,  the  bill,  entitled  "  A  bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled  •  An 
act  to  incorporate  the  Michigan  and  Huron  institute.' "  I  am 
also  directed  to  inform  the  House  of  Representatives,  that  Messrs. 
Ellis,  Kercheval  and  Comstock  have  been  appointed  a  commit- 
tee of  conference  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  on  the  disagreement 
between  the  two  Houses  on  the  bill  entitled  "  A  bill  to  hicorpo- 
rate  the  city  of  Monroe." 

Mr.  Wing,  from  the  committee  of  conference  on  the  part  of 
the  House,  on  the  "  Bill  to  incorporate  the  city  of  Monroe,"  re- 
ported the  same  to  the  House  with  sundry  amendments,  whicb 
were  concurred  in.  Said  bill  as  amended,  was  then  read  the  third 
time  and  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  "A  bill  to  incorporate  the  Gibraltar  and  Clin- 
ton railroad  company,"  with  sundry  amendments  made  thereto  by 
the  Senate,  was  taken  up  and  concuiTed  in,  except  the  following^ 
which  were  non-concurred  in  :  section  twelve,  line  six,  strike  out 
•*  centum"  and  insert  "  per  annum :"  section  twenty-two,  strike 
out  the  "  proviso." 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  entitled  "A  bill  to  increase  the  com- 
pensation of  the  supervisors  of  the  several  townships  of  this  state," 
was  taken  up  and  considered  as  in  committee  of  the  whole.  Said 
bill,  having  been  read  the  third  time,  passed. 

The  following  bills  from  the  Senate  were  taken  up  and  seve- 
rally cominitted  to  tho  committee  on  internal  improvement,  with 
instructions  to  have  them  confi^rm  to  the  bill  entitled  **  A  bill  to 
incorporate  the  Gibraltar  and  Clinton  railroad  company,  viz:  ••A 
bill  to  incorporate  the  Brest  and  Grand  river  raihroad  company^ 
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^A  bill  to  incorporate  the  St  Joseph  and  Michigan  City  railroad 
company  ^'^  ''A  bill  to  incorporate  the  Lake  Huron  and  Detroit 
railroad  company;"  and  ^A  bill  to  incorporate  the  New  Buffalo 
and  Hudson  railroad  company." 
On  inodon,  adjourned. 


Tuesday^  March  21. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

The  roll  being  called,  the  following  members  were  absent: 
Messrs.  Ballard,  Burke,  Farrington,  Levake,  Munger,  McKeen, 
Mosely,  Jos.  Smith,  Sheilfaouse. 

The  Chair  announced  the  following  committee  to  examine  the 
accounts  of  the  Auditor  General  and  state  Treasurer,  in  pursu- 
ance of  a  resolution  adopted  yesterday :  Messrs.  Ward,  Brown, 
Felch,  Kingsley,  and  Calkin. 

The  following  messages  were  received  from  the  Senate  through 
their  secretary : 

Mr.  Speaker — In  pursuance  of  the  rules  of  the  Senate,  I  here- 
with transmit  a  bill  which  has  passed  the  Senate,  entitled  "A  bill 
to  authorize  the  sale  of  certain  lands."  I  also  herewith  return  the 
bills  entitled  **A  bill  to  provide  for  the  salaries  of  certain  officei's," 
and  ^A  bill  granting  to  Thomas  Palmer,  James  McClannan,  and 
Daniel  Lockwood  the  right  to  keep  and  maintain  a  ferry  across 
the  St.  Clair  river,  at  the  village  of  Palmer,"  with  amendments; 
and  the  bill  entitled  ''A  bill  making  appropriations  in  part  for  the 
year  1887,  for  the  pay  of  officers  and  members  of  the  legislature," 
with  an  amendment  by  the  Senate  to  the  first  amendment  of  the 
House,  and  with  the  other  amendment  non-concurred  in  by  the 
Senate.  I  also  herewith  return  without  amendment  the  following 
bills :  '*A  bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled  *' An  act  for  the  regulation 
of  internal  improvements,  and  for  the  appointment  of  a  board  of 
commissioners  ;"  ^' A  bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled  *  An  act  to  cre- 
ate a  fund  for  the  benefit  of  the  creditors  of  certain  moneyed  cor- 
porations, and  for  other  purpcDses  ;"*  *'A  bill  to  amend  an  act  enti- 
tled 'An  act  to  alter  the  terms  of  the  circuit  courts  in  the  first 
circuit ;' "  "A  bill  to  provide  for  the  enlargement  of  the  state  li- 
brary f  '*A  bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled  'An  act  to  authorize 
judges  of  probate  to  grant  license  to  sell  the  real  estate  of  mi- 
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nors  and  others/  approved  July  25,  1836 ;"  and  ^A  bill  to  amend 
an  act  entitled  *An  act  direct." ng  the  settlement  of  estates  of  per- 
sons deceased,  and  for  the  conveyan«  e  of  real  estate  in  certain 
cases/  " 

Mr.  Speaker — In  pursuance  of  the  rules  of  the  Senate,  I  here* 
with  transmit  the  following  bills,  which  have  passed  the  Senate, 
viz :  "A  bill  to  incorporate  the  Tecuniseh  and  Ypsilanti  railroad 
company ;"  "A  bill  to  incorporate  the  Lake  St.  C!air  arid  Frede- 
rick railroad  company  ;**  "A  bill  to  incorporate  the  Port  Sheldon 
and  Grand  rapids  bridge  company  ;**  '*A  bill  to  incorporate  the 
Marshall  and  Otsego  railroad  company  ;"  ''A  bill  to  incorporate 
the  Pontiac  and  Shiawassee  railroad  company ;"  and  **A  bill  to 
incorporate  the  Ann  Arbor  and  Saline  river  railroad  company." 
I  also  herewith  return,  with  sundry  amendments  made  thereto 
by  the  Senate,  the  bill  entitled  ""A  bill  to  incorporate  the  De* 
troit  and  Shiawassee  railroad  company ;"  and  ''A  bill  to  io> 
corporate  the  Saginaw  and  Genesee  railroad  conopany  f  and 
^A  bill  to  incorporate  the  Ypsilanti  and  Manchester  railroad  eom> 
pany.''^ 

Mr.  Lothrop,  from  the  committee  on  banks  and  incorporatioDi, 
made  the  following  report,  which  was  read  and  adopted : 

REPORT. 

The  committee  on  banks  and  incorporations,  to  which  was  re- 
ferred sundry  petitions  for  banks,  would  report  the  same  to  the 
House  without  any  action  thereon,  believing  that  the  act  to  organ- 
ize and  regulate  banking  associations  will  enable  the  citizens  of  eve- 
ry portion  of  the  state  to  employ  what  capital  they  shall  require 
in  banking. 

The  committee  have  also  had  under  consideration  a  petition 
of  sundry  citizens  of  Ann  Arbor,  for  an  act  of  incorporation  for 
manufacturing  paper ;  also,  a  petition  for  incorporating  the  me- 
chanic society  of  St.  Clair  county  ;  also,  the  petition  of  the  Brady 
guards  of  the  city  of  Detroit,  praying  for  an  act  of  incr)rporatJon» 
and  report  adverse  to  the  prayer  of  the  several  petitioners. 

Mr.  Felch,  from  the  committee  on  enrolment,  reported  as  cor- 
rectly enrolled,  the  following  named  bills  and  resolution :  ''An  act 
to  incorporate  the  Pontiac  and  Huron  river  canal  company  f  "Aft 
act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  'An  act  to  construct  dafns  and  im 
prove  the  navigation  of  certain  rivers,'  approved  March  34,  ISStt." 
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**Amct  prariting  to  Nonnrn  Nash  and  Nicholas  AyrauH  the  r^fkt 
to  keep  and  maintain  a  ferry  across  the  St.  Clair  river ;"  "An  act 
to  incorporate'  the  Grand  rapids  bridpre  company  ;•*  "An  act  to 
incorporate  the  Adrian  and  Coldwater  turnpike  company ;"  **An 
act  to  incorporate  the  Michigan  mutual  fire  insnrance  company;* 
''An  act  to  amend  'An  act  to  incorporate  the  Michigan  and  Horod 
institute ;' "  "An  act  to  regulate  general  elections  f  **An  act  to 
amend  the  several  acts  relative  to  the  city  of  Detroit  f  **A  re- 
solution to  remit  the  payment  of  a  state  tax  by  the  inhabitants  of 
the  counties  of  Chippewa  and  Mackinac." 

The  bill  firom  the  Senate  entitled  "A  bill  fcr  the  relief  of  Mar^ 
tin  Story,  Alexander  H.  Stowell  and  N.  B.  Carpenter,"  being  un- 
der ^consideration,  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

The  following  bills,  with  the  amendments  made  thereto  by  the 
Senate,  were  severally  taken  up  for  consideration  and  the  amend* 
ments  concurred  in,  viz :  ''An  act  to  incorporate  the  Detfoit 
and  Shiawassee  railroad  company  ;"  ''An  act  to  incrrporate  the 
Ypsilanti  and  Manchester  railroad  company ;"  and  "An  act  to  in- 
corporate the  Saginaw  and  Genesee  railroad  company*" 

Said  bills  as  amended,  were  then  read  the  third  time  and  passed* 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the  Senate  through 
their  secretary: 

Mr.  SvEAKBB — In  pursuance  of  the  rules  of  the  Senate,  J  here* 
with  transmit  a  bill  which  has  passed  the  Senate,  entided  "A  bffl 
making  appropriations  for  the  year  1837."  I  also  herewith  re> 
turn  without  amendment,  the  following  bills :  "A  bill  authorixing 
th^  construction  of  a  ship  canal  around  the  Falls  of  St  Marie  f 
"A  bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled  'An  act  amendatory  to  the  act 
herein  recited,  and  to  provide  for  defraying  the  public  and  necea- 
lAry  charges  for  state,  county  and  township  purposes,"  and  "A 
bill  to  autherize  the  several  counties  therein  named,  to  borrow 
mon^y  for  the  erection  of  county  buildings."  I  also*retum,  ^ith 
kuhdry  amendments  made  thereto  by  the  Senate,  the  bill  entitled 
"A  bill  to  authorize  the  Governor  to  loan  a  certain  sum  of  mo* 
ney,"  and  "A  bill  to  discharge  the  demands  for  supporting  the  su 
prenaacy  of  the  laws." 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  entitled  "A  bill  making  appropriation! 
ih  part  for  the  year  1887,  for  the  pay  of  officers  and  niembera  dt 
Vak  legislature,^  with  amendments  made  in  the  S^natft  td  die 
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amendments  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  was  taken  up  for 
coosiderationt  and  the  following  amendment  made  by  the  House, 
viz :  to  strike  out  **  six"  in  the  proviso  and  insert  ^  five,"  which  was 
concurred  in  by  the  Senate.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Bingham,  the 
House  insist  upon  their  amendment,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Bing- 
ham, a  committee  of  conference  was  appointed  on  the  part  of  the 
House,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Burbank,  Bingham  and  Cornell. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  entitled  ^  A  bill  to  authorize  the  sale 
of  certain  lands,"  was  taken  up  and  read  the  first  and  second  time, 
and  the  rule  having  been  suspended,  was  read  the  third  time  and 
passed. 

The  bill,  '^A  bill  granting  to  Thomas  Palmer,  James  McClannan 
and  Daniel  Lockwood  the  right  to  keep  and  maintain  a  ferry 
•cross  the  St.  Clair  river  at  the  village  of  Palmer,"  with  the 
amendments  made  thereto  by  the  Senate,  was  taken  up  and  the 
amendments  concurred  in. 

Said  bill  as  amended,  was  then  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  '*  A  bill  to  provide  for  the  salaries  of  certain  of- 
fioers,"  with  the  amendments  made  thereto  by  the  Senate,  was 
taken  up  and  the  amendments  concurred  in. 

Said  bill  as  amended,  was  then  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  ''A  bill  to  discharge  the  demands  for  supporUng 
the  supremacy  of  the  laws,"  with  the  amendments  made  by  the 
Senate,  was  taken  up  and  the  amendments  concurred  in. 

Said  bill  as  amended,  was  then  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  ^A  bill  authorizing  the  Governor  to  loan  a  cer- 
tain sum  of  money,"  with  the  amendments  made  thereto  by  the 
Senate,  was  taken  up  and  the  amendments  concurred  in. 

Said  bill  as  amended,  was  then  readt  he  third  time  and  passed. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the  Senate  through 
their  secretary : 

Mr.  SpBAKBR — I  am  directed  by  the  Senate  to  inform  the 
House  of  Representatives  that  the  Senate  non-concur  in  the 
amendment  made  by  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill  en- 
titled '^  A  bill  to  provide  for  the  purchase  of  the  Detroit  and  Pon- 
tiac  railroad  company,  and  for  other  purposes,"  and  that  the  Se- 
nate have  receded  from  their  amendment  to  the  bill  entitled  ^  A 
IhQ  authorizing  the  building  of  certain  dams  therein  named,"  in 
vrluch  the  House  had  non-concurred.    I  also  herewith  transmit  a 
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bill  entitled  **  A  bill  to  incorporate  the  Shiawas.«ee  and  Maple 
canal  and  slack  water  navifr^aion  company,''  and  "  A  resolution 
relative  to  the  securities  to  be  furnished  by  banking  associations,'' 
which  have  passed  the  Seiiate,  and  in  which  the  concurrence 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  is  respectfully  requested 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  **  A  bill  to  provide  for  the 
purchase  of  the  Detroit  and  Pontiac  railroad  company,  and  for 
other  purposes,"  with  the  amendments  made  thereto  bjr  the 
House,  in  which  the  Senate  non-concurred,  was  taken  up,  and  on 
motion,  the  House  insisted  upon  their  amendment,  and  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Lothrop,  a  committee  of  conference  on  the  part  of  the 
House  was  appointed,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Lothrop,  Mosely 
and  Burbank. 

The  joint  resolution  from  the  Senate,  ••  A  resolution  relative 
\o  the  securities  to  be  fui'nished  by  banking  associations,"  Was 
taken  up,  read  the  first  and  second  time,  and  the  rule  having  been 
suspended,  was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lothrop,  the  several  bills  for  acts  of  incorpo- 
ration, transmitted  to  the  House  last  evening  and  this  mondbgf 
were  laid  upon  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hingham, 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  Mr. 
Felch  in  the  chair,  upon  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  **  A  bill 
making  appropriations  for  the  year  1837,"  and  after  spending 
some  time  therein,  the  committee  rose  and  reported  the  same  to 
the  House,  with  sundry  amendments,  which  were  concurred  in. 

The  following  communication  from  the  Executive  was  receiv- 
ed through  Mr.  Jackson,  his  private  .secretary : 

To  the  Senate  arid  House  of  Representatives : 

I  have  this  day  approved  and  filed  in  the  office  of  the  Secreta- 
ry of  State,  **  An  act  to  incorporate  the  Owasso  and  Saginaw 
navigation  company;"  ^  An  act  relative  to  the  duties  of  sheriffs  and 
jailers  in  certain  cases ;"  "  A  joint  resolution  relative  to  imprison- 
ment for  debt,"  and  *'  A  resolution  relative  to  the  River  Raisia 
and  Lake  Erie  railroad  company." 

STEVENS  T.  MASON. 

March  20,  1837. 
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The  following  communicatioD  was  received  from  th&  Executive 
through  bis  private  secretary,  Mr.  Jackson : 

To  the  House  of  Representatives : 

I  return  to  the  House,  in  which  it  originated,  a  bill  entitled  **  An 

act  to  incorporate  the  Grand  rapids  bridge  oompany,"  which  ha^ 

not  received  oiy  approval.    At  this  late  period  of  your  session,  I 

am  not  permitted  to  state  at  large  my  objections  to  this  hill,  I 

tbereiore,  for  the  purpose  of  securing  its  passage,  retivn  it,  with 

my  o[Hmon,  that  the  exclusive  pritHege  contained  in  the  sixth  aeo- 

tion  is  unconstitutional,  and  respectfully  request  that  the  objectioa 

mny  be  removed*  before  the  bill  receives  my  signature. 

STEVENS  T.  MASON. 
March  21,  1837. 

Oo  motion  of  Mr.  Bingham, 

Besolvedt  That  the  fiscal  agent  be  instructed  to  pay  to  eaob 
Qieiilber  of  the  House  of  Representatives  the  sum  of  three  d(dlan^ 
expenses  for  newspapers,  on  the  order  of  the  clerk  of  said  House, 
said  agent  having  been  allowed  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  for 
^hat  purpose. 

On  motion,  the  House  adjourned. 

AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment 

The  coipmunication  of  the  Executive,  received  this  morning, 
returning  the  bill  entitled  '^A  bill  to  incorporate  the  Grand 
rapids  bridge  company,"  Laving  been  read,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Binghaip,  the  communication,  with  the  bill,  was  committed  to  the 
committee  on  roads  and  bridges. 

Mr.  Felch,  from  the  committee  on  enrolment,  reported  as  cor- 
rectly enrolled  the  following  bills :  "  An  act  to  amend  an  act  en- 
titled '  An  act  to  authorize  judges  of  probate  to  grant  license  to 
sell  the  real  estate  of  minors  and  others,'  approved  July  95th, 
1836  f  ^  An  act  for  the  enlargement  of  the  state  library  f  •'An 
act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  •  An  act  directing  the  settlement  of 
estates  of  persons  deceased,  and  for  the  con  veyance<]f  real  estate 
in  certain  cases ;' "  ^  An  act  authorizing  the  construction  of  a  ship 
canal  around  the  Falls  of  St  Marie ;"  *^  An  act  authorizing  the 
loan  of  a  sum  not  exceeding  $5,000,000 ;"  •*  An  act  for  the  regu- 
lation of  internal  improvements  and  for  the  appointment  of  a  board 
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of  commissioners;"  **An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  'An  act 
amendatory  to  the  acts  herein  recited,  and  to  provide  for  defray^ 
ing  the  public  and  necessary  charges  for  state,  county  and  town- 
ship purposes  ;'  **  **  An  act  to  discharge  the  demands  for  support- 
ing the  supremacy  of  the  laws ;"  *^  An  act  to  provide  for  the  dis- 
position of  the  university  and  primary  school  lands,  and  for  other 
purposes  f  "  An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  *  An  act  for  the  re- 
gulation of  internal  improvement  and  to  provide  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  board  of  commissioners.' " 

The  Chair  presented  the  following  communication  from  the 
state  Treasurer,  which  was  read  and  laid  upon  the  table : 

StATB    TrEASURVR's   OFflCBy 

Detroit,  March  21,  1837. 
Sir — I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  this  day 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  transfer 
drafb  for  the  sum  of  $95,383  83,  being  the  second  instalment  of 
the  surplus  revenue  accruing  to  the  state  of  Michigan. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  ob't  serv*t, 

H.  HOWARD,  TWasurer. 
Hon.  Crarlrs  W.  Whippub, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 

Mr.  Almy,  from  the  committee  on  roads  and  bridges,  to  which 
was  referred  the  communication  of  the  Executive,  returning  the 
^Bill  incorporating  the  Grand  rapids  bridge  company ,**  with  said 
bill,  reported  the  same  to  the  House  with  an  amendment,  which 
was  concurred  in.    Said  bill  as  amended,  passed. 

The  bUl  entitled  "A  bill  to  incorporate  the  Detroit  and  Clintcm 
river  canal  company,**  was  taken  up.  The  question  being  upon 
the  final  passage  of  said  bill,  it  was  decided  by  yeas  and  nays  in 
the  affirmative,  as  follows: 

YEAS. 

Mr.  Alden,  Mr.  Ferrrington, 

Mr.  Almy,  Mr.  Herrington, 

Mr.  Brown;  Mr.  Howe, 

Mr.  Bingham,  Mr.  Haskins, 

Mr*  Bim^ank,  Mr.  Heath, 

Mr,  Butler,  Mr.  Lee, 

51 


Mr.  Purdy, 
Mr.  Job  Smith, 
Mr.  Shattuck, 
Mr.  Thayer, 
Mn  Wianer, 
Mr.  Ward, 
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Mr.  Ballard,  Mr.  Levake,  Mr.  Yerkes, 

Mr.  Colbatb,  Mr.  Martin,  Mr.  Speaker, 

Mr.  Ely,  Mr.  Mosely,  26 

NAYS. 

Mr.  Cresscy,  Mr.  Foote,  Mr.  McKeeiii 

Mr.  Calkin,  Mr.  Gilbert,  Mr.  FhUlips, 

Mr.  Eldred,  Mr.  King,  Mr.  Wing, 

Mr.  Felch,  ""  10 

Mr.  Mosely,  by  unanimous  consent,  reported  a  bill  entitled  **An 
act  supplementary  to  an  act  entitled  *An  act  for  the  regulation  of 
internal  improvements,  and  for  the  appointment  of  a  board  of 
commissioners^'  ^  which  was  read  the  first  and  second  time. 

On  motion,  said  bill  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

The  following  communication  was  received  from  the  Executive, 
by  Mr.  Jackson,  his  private  secretary : 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatioes : 

I  have  this  day  approved  and  filed  in  the  office  of  the  Secreta- 
ry of  State,  the  following  acts,  viz : 

^ An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  'An  act  to  construct  dams,  and 
improve  the  navigation  of  certain  rivers,'  approved  March  24, 
1836 ;"  ''An  act  to  incorporate  the  Adrian  and  Ck>ldwater  turnpike 
road  company ;"  ''An  act  granting  to  Norman  Nash  and  Nicho- 
las Ayrault  the  right  to  keep  and  maintain  a  ferry  across  the  St 
Clair  river ;"  "An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  'An  act  to  incorpo- 
rate  the  Michigan  and  Huron  institute ;'"  "An  act  to  incorj  orate 
the  Michigan  mutual  fire  insurance  company;"  "An  act  toinax*- 
porate  the  Pontiac  and  Huron  river  canal  company ;"  "An  act  to 
amend  the  several  acts  relative  to  the  city  of  Detroit ;"  "An  act 
to  regulate  general  elections ;"  and  "A  resolution  to  remit  the 
payment  of  a  state  tax  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  counties  of  Chip- 
pewa  and  Mackinac." 

STEVENS  T.  MASON. 

March  21,  1887. 

The  following  message  from  the  Senate  was  received  through 
their  secretary : 

Mr.  SpBAXBK — In  pursuance  of  the  rules  of  the  Senate,  I  hero* 
with  return  the  bill,  entitled  "A  bill  to  provide  for  the  disposal  of 
the  surplus  revenue,"  with  sundry  amendments,  in  which  the  con- 
currency of  the  House  is  respectfully  requested. 
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The  bill,  ^  A  bill  to  provide  for  the  disposal  of  the  surplus  reve* 
nue,"  with  the  amendments  made  thereto  by  the  Senate,  was  ta^ 
ken  up ;  the  question  being  upon  concurring  in  the  first  amend- 
ment, it  was  concurred  in ;  the  question  being  upon  concurring 
in  the  second  amendment,  it  was  non-eoncurred  in. 

Mr.  Ely,  from  the  committee  on  internal  improvement,  to 
which  was  referred  the  following  bills,  with  certain  instructions : 
''A  bill  to  incorporate  the  New  Buflalo  and  Hudson  railroad  com- 
pany ;"  '^A  bill  to  incorporate  the  Brest  and  Grand  river  railroad 
company  f  **A,  bill  to  incorporate  the  St.  Joseph  and  Michigan. 
City  railroad  company;**  and  ^A  bill  to  incorporate  the  Lake 
Huron  and  Detroit  railroad  company ;"  reported  the  same  to  the 
House,  in  pursuance  of  such  instructions. 

The  bill,  *^A  bill  to  incorporate  the  Bank  of  the  commonwealth 
of  Michigan,"  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Alden,  taken  up,  and  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Ward,  the  further  consideration  of  said  bill  was 
postponed  until  the  12th  day  of  November  next. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bingham,  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  ^A  bill 
making  appropriations  for  the  year  ISSl^  was  taken  up  for  con* 
sideration. 

Mr.  Wisner  moved  to  amend  said  bill  by  striking'  out  all  of 
the  first  section  after  the  word  **'  capito^  in  the  fifteenth  line  of  the 
first  section,  to  and  including  the  word  **  object,"  in  the  twentieth 
line  of  the  same  section,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wisner,  the  ques- 
ti<xi  was  decided  by  yeas  and  nays  in  the  ne^tive,  as  follows : 

YEAS. 

Mr.  Gilbert, 
Mr.  Haskins, 
Mr.  McKeen, 


Mr.  Burbank, 
Mr.  Calkin, 
Mr.  Colbath, 
Mr.  Foote, 


Mr.  Phillips, 
Mr.  Wing, 
Mr.  Wisner, 


10 


Mr.  Almy, 
Mr.  Browm 
Mr.  Bingham, 
Mr.  Butler, 
Mr.  Ballard, 
Mr.  Eldred, 
Mr.  Ely, 
Mr.  Ferrington, 


NAYS. 

Mr.  Herrington, 
Mr.  Howe, 
Mr.  Heath, 
Mr.  Kingsley, 
Mr.  King, 
Mr.  Lee, 
Mr.  Levake, 
Mr.  Munger, 


Mr.  Martin, 
Mr.  Mosely, 
Mr.Purdy, 
Mr.  Job  Smith, 
Mr.  Shattuck, 
Mr.  Thayer, 
Mr.  Ward, 
Mr.  Speaker, 
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Od  motion,  said  bill  was  then  ordered  to  a  third  readin|;t*  The 
abovo  bill  being  under  consideration,  was  read  the  third  time  and 
passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lothrop, 

Resoloed  by  the  House  of  BepresentativeSj  (if  the  Senate  con* 
cur,)  That  the  two  bouses  will  meet  in  joint  convention  in  the 
hall  of  the  House  of  Representatives  on  the  21  st  instant,  at  half 
past  4  o'clock,  P.  M.  to  receive  from  the  Executive  nominations 
for  commissioners  of  internal  imfprovements. 

Mr.  Wisner,  from  the  committee  on  enrolment,  reported  as  cor* 
rectly  enrolled,  the  following  bills :  ''An  act  to  authorize  the  super- 
visors of  the  county  of  Washtenaw  to  raise  a  certain  sum  of  mo* 
ney  f  ''An  act  to  increase  the  compensation  of  the  supervisors  of 
the  several  townships  in  this  state." 

The  follovnng  message  was  received  from  the  Execudvo^ 
through  Mr.  Jackson,  his  private  secretary : 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives : 

I  have  this  day  approved  and  filed  in  the  office  of  the  SeciBta- 
ry  of  State,  the  following  acts,  viz :  "An  act  for  the  regulati<xi  of 
internal  improvements,  and  for  the  appointment  of  a  board  of  com- 
missioners;" and  "An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  'An  act  for 
the  regulation  of  internal  improvements,  and  for  the  appointmeat 
of  a  board  of  commissioners.' " 

STEVENS  T.  MASON. 

March  2\,  1837. 

Mr.  Cornell,  from  the  committee  of  conference,  on  the  disa- 
greement of  the  two  Houses  to  the  bill,  entitled  "  A  bill  makiiy 
appropriations  in  part  for  the  year  1837,  for  the  pay  of  officers 
and  members  of  the  legislature,"  reported  that  they  recommend 
the  House  to  recede  from  their  amendment  to  said  bill,  which  re- 
port was  accepted,  and,  on  motion,  the  House  receded  from  their 
amendment 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Almy, 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole* 
Mr.  Wisner  in  the  chair,  on  the  bill,  entitled  "  A  bill  to  ineorpo* 
rate  the  Port  Sheldon  and  Grand  rapids  railroad  company,"  and 
after  spending  some  time  therem,  the  committee  rose  and  report- 
ed the  same  to  the  House. 
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The  Chair  announced  that  the  time  had  arrived^  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  a  resolution  this  day  adopted  for  the  meet^' 
ing  of  both  branches  of  the  legislature,  to  ipeceive  from  the  Execu^ 
live  nominations  for  a  board  of  commissioners. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bingham,  a  committee  of  two  was  appoint- 
ed, consisting  of  Messrs.  Bingham  and  Ely,  to  wait  upon  th« 
Senate,  and  inform  them  that  the  House  was  now  ready  to  meet 
them  ia  the  hall  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

Jonrr  AsssaoiLY. 

The  Senate  having  been  conducted  to  seats,  Mr.  Comstook 
moved  that  a  committee  of  two,  one  from  the  Senate  and  one 
from  the  House,  be  appointed  to  wait  upon  his  excellency  the 
Governor,  and  inform  him  that  both  branches  of  the  legislature 
were  now  in  convention,  ready  to  receive  any  communicadoo  he 
might  see  fit  to  make.  Messrs.  Comstock  and  Brown  were  ap- 
pointed said  committee. 

Mr.  Comstock,  from  the  select  committee  appointed  to  wait 
upon  the  Governor,  to  inform  him  that  the  two  houses  had  met 
in  convention,  and  were  ready  to  receive  any  cocnmumcation  he 
might  see  fit  to  make  to  them,  reported  that  they  had  performed 
the  du!y  assigned  them,  and  had  received  for  answer  from  the 
Governor,  that  he  would  make  a  commanication  to  them  forth- 
with. 

The  following  communication  was  received  fitim  the  Exeei>» 
tive,  through  Mr.  Jackson,  his  private  secretary ; 

To  iht  SenaH  and  Hau9e  of  Representatives: 

I  bei^by  nominate  Daniel  Le  Roy.  of  O&kland,  Hart  L.  Btew* 
art  and  John  M.  Barbnur,  of  Berrien,  David  C.  McKinstry,  ef 
Wayne,  Gardiner  D.  Williams,  of  Saginaw,  Levi  S.  Humphrey, 
of  Monroe,  and  Justus  Burdick,  of  Kalama»x>,  commissioiiers  of 
the  board  of  btemal  improvement,  under  the  act  ef  March  21et» 
1837. 

STEVENS  T.  MASON. 

Match  21,  1837. 

The  above  communicatton  having  been  read. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Summers,  of  the  Senate,  it  was  lefaifcJ  to  a 
Qommittee  oomdsting  of  one  member  from  the  Senate  and  two 
from  the  House  of  Representatives  firom  each  senatorial  district,  at 
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follows :  Od  the  part  o(  the  Senate,  Messrs.  Comstock,  Kercheval, 
Hough,  Summers  and  Moore ;  on  the  part  of  the  House,  Messrs. 
Brown,  Herrington,  Wing,  Butler,  Ward,  Lothrop,  Bingham, 
Shattuck,  Monfore  and  Heath. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lothrop,  of  the  House,  the  convenlion  took 
a  recess  until  half  past  7  o'clock  this  evening. 

HovsB  OF  Rbphssbhtatives. 
The  following  communication  was  received  from  the  Execu- 
tive, through  hia  private  secretary,  Mr.  Jackson : 

7b  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives : 

I  have  this  day  approved  and  filed  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary 
of  State,  the  following  acts,  viz :  **  An  act  to  authorize  the  sale  of 
certain  lands  f  ^  An  act  to  authorize  the  supervisors  of  the  coun- 
ty of  Washtenaw  to  raise  a  certain  sum  of  money  f  **  An  act  to 
increrise  the  compensation  of  the  supervisors  of  the  several  town- 
ships  of  this  state.** 

STEVENS  T.  MASON. 

March  21,  1637. 

On  motion,  the  House  adjourned  until  7  o'clock  this  evening. 

EVENING  SESSION. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment 
The  following  message  was  received  from  the  Senate,  throi:^h 
tb^  secretary : 

Mr.  Spbaker — ^I  am  directed  by  the  Senate  to  inform  the 
House  of  Representatives,  that  the  Senate  have  concurred  in  the 
amendment  made  by  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill,  en- 
titled **  A  bill  to  incorporate  the  Grand  rapids  bridge  company,** 
and  have  receded  from  the  amendments  made  to  the  bill,  entitled 
**  A  biU  to  incorporate  the  Gibraltar  and  Clinton  railroad  compa- 
ny,'' in  which  the  House  non-concurred. 

Mr.  Lothrop,  from  the  committee  of  conference  on  the  part  of 
tiie  HoQse,  on  the  bill,  entitled  "^  A  bill  to  provide  for  the  purchase 
of  the  Detroit  and  Pontiac  railroad  company,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses,*-reported  that  they  recommend  that  the  House  recede 
from  the  amendment  made  by  them  to  said  bill. 

The  questioa  being  upon  agreeing  to  the  report,  it  was,  od 
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modon  of  Mr.  Wisner,  decided  by  yeas  and  nays  in  the  Degative, 
as  follows : 

YEAS. 

Mr.  Levake» 
Mr.  Mosely, 


Mr.  Brown, 
Mr.  Burbank, 
Mr.  Cresseyt 


Mr.  Wisner, 
Mr.  Speaker, 


Mr.  Alden, 
Mr.  Butler, 
Mr.  Ballard, 
Mr.  Calkin, 
Mr.  Cornell, 
Mr.  Colbath, 
Mr  Eldred, 
Mr.  Ely, 


Mr.  Monfore^ 
Mr.  MoGafiey, 
Mr.  Purdy, 
Mr.  Phillips, 
Mr.  Thayer, 
Mr.  Ward, 
Mr.  Yerkes, 


NAYS. 

Mr.  Foote, 
Mr.  Gilbert, 
Mr.  Herrington, 
Mr.  Haskins, 
Mr.  Kingsley» 
Mr.  King, 
Mr.  Lee, 
Mr.  LfOthrop, 

Mr.  Wisner,  from  the  committee  on  enrolment,  reported  as 
correctly  enrolled,  the  following  entitled  bills :  **  An  act  to  provide 
for  the  salary  of  certain  state  officers ;"  ^  An  act  to  incorporate 
the  Ypsilanti  and  Manchester  railroad  company ;"  **  An  act  to 
amend  an  act  entitled  '  An  act  to  create  a  fund  for  the  benefit  of 
the  creditors  of  certain  moneyed  incorporations,  and  for  other 
purposes."* 

The  following  message  from  the  Senate,  was  received  throij^ 
their  secretary : 

Mr.  SpBAXSE — In  pursuance  of  the  rules  of  the  Senate,!  here- 
with  return,  without  amendment,  the  bill,  entitled  ^  A  bill  to 
amend  an  act  entitled  'An  act  concerning  deeds  and  conveyances 
of  land."' 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Alden,  a  committee  of  two  members  was 
appointed  to  inform  the  Senate,  that  the  hour  had  arrived  to 
which  the  convention  of  the  two  houses  had  adjourned,  consist- 
ing of  Messrs.  Alden  and  Wisner. 

Joint  Assbmblt. 
The  convention  of  the  two  houses  having  assembled  and  taken 
their  seats,  Mr.  Summers,  from  the  joint  select  committee  to 
which  was  referred  the  communication  of  the  Executive,  making 
certain  nominations  for  commissioners  of  the  board  o(  internal 
improvement,  reported  that  they  have  had  the  nominations  sub- 
mitted to  them  under  consideration,  and  have  instructed  their 
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chainnan  to  itoommend  that  the  convention  confirm  the  nomina* 
tion  of  Hart  L.  Stewart,  John  M.  Barbour,  Gardiner  D.  Williams, 
Levi  S.  Humphrey  and  Justus  Burdick. 

Mr.  Britain,  of  the  Senate,  moved  to  consent  to  the  nominatioiis 
recommended  by  the  committee,  whereupon,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Ellis,  of  the  Senate,  the  nominations  made  by  the  Executive  w»r& 
taken  up  separately. 

The  question  being  put  upon  advising  and  c(m8enting  to  tha 
nomination  of  Hart  L.  Stewart,  it  was  decided  by  yeas  and  nays 
in  the  aflkmative,  as  follows : 

Members  of  the  Semde. 

YEAS. 

Mr.  Davis, 
Mr.  Hough, 
Mr.  Kercheval, 
Mr.  Manning, 


Mr.  Barry, 
Mr.  Britain, 
Mr.  Clark, 
Mr.  Comstock, 
Mr«  Cooper, 


Mr.  McKey, 
Mr.  Moore, 
Mr.  Rumsey, 
Mr.  Summers, 


NAYS. 


Mr.  BIBS, 


Mr.  Alden, 
Mr.  Brown, 
Mr.  Bini^faaiiit 
Mr.  Burbanky 
Mr.  Butler, 
Mr.  Ballard, 
Mr.  Cressey, 
Mr.  Calkin, 
Mr.  Cmnell) 
Mr.  Eldred, 
Mr.  Ely, 
Mr.  Ferrington, 
Mr.  Felch, 

Mr.  Almy, 


Members  of  the  Bouse. 

YEAS. 

Mr.  Foote, 
Mr.  Gilbert, 
Mr.  Herrington* 
Mr.  Howe, 
Mr.  Has' ins, 
Mr.  Heath,   . 
Mr.  Kingsley, 
Mr.  King, 
Mr.  Lee, 
Mr.  Levake, 
Mr.  Mun^r, 
Mr.  Martin, 
Mr.  Moafore, 

NAYS. 


Mr.  McGaffey, 
Mr.  McKeeni 
Mr.  Moiely, 
Mr.  Purdy, 
Mr.  Phillips, 
Mr.  Job  Smith, 
Mr.  Shattuck, 
Mr.  Thayer, 
Mr.  Wing, 
Mr.  Wisner, 
Mr.  Ward, 
Mr.  Yerkes, 
Mr.  Speaker, 
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Mr.  Lotbropb 


Mr.  Colbath, 

The  question  being  put  upon  advising  and  consenting  to  the 
nomination  of  John  M.  Barbour,  it  was  decided  by  yeas  and  nays 
in  the  affirmative,  as  fellows : 
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Mr.  Barry, 
Mr.  Britain, 
Mr.  Clark, 
Mr.  Coinstock, 
Mr.  Cooper, 


Members  of  the  Senate^ 

YEAS. 

Mr.  Davis, 

Mr.  Ellis, 
Mr.  Hough, 
Mr.  Kercheval, 
Mr.  Manning, 

NAYS. 


Mr.  McKey, 
Mr.  Moore, 
Mr.  Rumscy, 
Mr.  ^ummersi 


Mr.  Alden, 
Mr.  Burbank, 
Mr.  Butler, 
Mr.  Ballard, 
Mr.  Cressey, 
Mr.  Calkin, 
Mr.  Cornell, 
Mr.  Colbath, 
Mr.  Ely, 
Mr.  Felch, 
Mr.  Fcote, 


Mr.  Almy, 
Mr.  Brown, 
Mr.  Bingham 


Members  of  the  Houses, 

YEAS. 

Mr.  Gilbert, 
Mr.  Herrington, 
Mr.  Haskins, 
Mr.  Heath, 
Mr.  Kingsley, 


Mr.  King, 
Mr.  Lee, 
Mr.  Lothrop, 
Mr.  Levake, 
Mr.  Martin, 
Mr.  Monfore, 

NAYS. 


M-.  McGaffey, 
Mr.  McKeen, 
Mr.'Mosely, 
Mr.  Phillips, 
Mr.  Job  Smith, 
Mr.  Wing, 
Mr.  Wisner, 
Mr.  Ward, 
Mr.  Yerkes, 
Mr.  Speaker, 


Mr.  Shattuck, 
Mr.  Thayer, 
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Mr.  Ferrington, 

Mr.  Howe, 

Mr.  Purdy,  '  8 

The  question  being  put  upon  advising  and  consenting  to  the 
nomination  of  Gardiner  D.  Williams,  it  was  decided  by  yeas  and 
nays  in  the  affirmative,  as  follows  : 

Members  of  the  Senate.        • 


Mr.  Barry, 
Mr.  Britain, 
Mr.  Clark, 
Mr.  Comstock, 
Mr,  Cooper, 

Mr.  Moore, 


YEAS. 

Mr.  Davis, 
Mr.  Ellis, 
Mr.  Hough, 
Mr.  Kerdieval, 

NAYS. 


Mr.  Manning, 
Mr.  McKey, 
Mr.  Ramsey, 
M:*.  Summers, 
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Members  of  the  House. 

YEAS. 

Mr.  Foote, 
Mr.  Gilbert, 
Mr.  Herrington, 
Mr.  Howe, 
Mr.  Haskins, 
Mr.  Heath, 
Mr.  Kingsley, 
Mr.  King, 
Mr.  Lee, 
Mr.  Lothrop, 
Mr.  Levake, 
Mr.  Martin, 


Mr.  Alden, 

Mr.  Almy, 

Mr.  Brown, 

Mr.  Butler, 

Mr.  Ballard, 

Mr.  Cressey, 

Mr.  Calkin, 

Mr.  Cornell, 

Mr.  Colbalh, 

Mr.  Eldred, 

Mr.  Ely, 

Mr.  FerringtiHi, 

Mr.  Felch,  55 

Mr.  Bingfaam, 

Mr.  Buroank,  5 

The  question  being  put  upon  advising  and  consenting  to  the 
nomination  of  Levi  S.  Humphrey,  it  was  decided  by  yeas  and 
nays  in  the  affirmative,  as  follows : 

Members  of  the  Senate. 


Mr.  Monfora. 
Mr.  McGaffey» 
Mr.  McKeen, 
Mr.  Mosely, 
Mr.  Phillips, 
Mr.  Job  2Smith, 
Mr.  Shattuck, 
Mr.  Thayer, 
Mr,  Wing, 
Mr.  Wisner, 
Mr.  Ward, 
Mr.  Speaker, 


NAYS. 
Mr.  Purdv, 


Mr.  Yerkes, 


Mr.  Barry, 
Mr.  Britain, 
Mr.  Clark, 
Mr.  Comstock, 
Mr.  Cooper, 


YEAS. 

Mr.  Davis, 

Mr.  Ellis, 
Mr.  Hou^h, 
Mr.  Kerchcval, 
Mr.  Manning, 

NAYa 


Mr.  McKey, 
Mr.  Moore, 
Mr.  Rumsey, 
Mr.  Summers, 


Mr.  Alden, 
Mr.  Aluiy, 
Mr.  Brown, 
Mr.  Bingham, 
Mr.  Burbank, 
Mr.  Butler, 
Mr.  Ballard, 
Mr.  Crossey, 
Mr.  Calkin,' 


Members  of  the  House. 

YEAS. 

Mr.  Felch,  Mr. 

Mr.  Foote,  Mr. 

Mr.  Gilbert,  Mr. 

Mr.  Herrington,  Mr. 

Mr.  Howe,  Mr. 

Mr.  Haskins,  Mr. 

Mr.  Heath,  Mr. 

Mr.  Kingsley,  Mr. 

Mr.  King,  Mr. 


McGaflfey, 
McKeen, 

Alosely, 

Plirdy, 

Phillips, 

Job  Smith, 

Shattuck. 

Thayer, 

Wii«, 
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Mr.  Cornell, 
Mr.  Colbath, 
Mr.  Eldred, 
Mr.  Ely, 
Mr.  Ferrington, 


Mr.  Lee, 
Mr.  Lothrop, 
Mr.  Levake, 
Mr.  Martin, 
Mr.  Monfore. 

NAYS. 


Mr.  Wisner, 
Mr.  Ward, 
Mr.  Yerkes, 
Mr.  Speaker. 
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The  question  being  put  upon  advising  and  consenting  to  the 
nomination  of  Justus  Burdick,  it  was  decided  by  yeas  and  nays 
in  the  affirmative  as  follows : 

Membei*8  of  the  Senate. 


Mn  Barry, 

Mr.  Britain, 
Mr.  Clark, 
Mr.  Comstock, 
Mr.  Cooper, 


YEAS. 

Mr.  Davis, 
Mr.  Ellis, 
Mr.  Houc^h, 
Mr.  Kercheval, 
Mr.  Manning, 

NAYS. 


Mr.  McKev, 

Mr.  Moore, 
Mr.  Rumsey, 
Mr.  Summers, 


Mr.  Alden, 
Mr.  Almy, 
Mr.  Brown, 
Mr.  Bingham, 
Mr.  Burbank, 
Mr.  Butler, 
Mr.  Ballard, 
Mr.  Cressey, 
Mr.  Calkin, 
Mr.  Cornell, 
Mr.  Colbath, 
Mr.  Eldred, 
Mr.  Ely, 
Mr.  Ferrington, 


Members  qf  the  House. 

YEAS. 

Mr.  Felch,  Mr. 

Mr.  Foote,  Mr. 

Mr.  Gilbert,  Mr. 
Mr.  Uerrington,         Mr. 

Mr.  Howe,  Mr. 

Mr.  Haskins  Mr. 

Mr.  Heath,  Mr. 

Mr.  Kingsley,  Mr. 

Mr.  King,  Mr. 

Mr.  Lee,  Mr. 

Mr.  Lothrop,  Mr. 

Mr.  Levake,  Mr. 

Mr.  Martin,  Mr. 
Mr.  Monfore, 

NAYS. 


McGaflfey, 

McKeen, 

Mosely, 

Purdy, 

Phillips, 

Job  Smith, 

Shattuck, 

Thayer, ' 

Wing, 

Wisner, 

Ward, 

Yerkes, 

Speaker, 
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The  question  being  put  upon  advising  and  consenting  to  the 
nomination  of  Daniel  Le  Roy,  it  was  decided  by  yeas  an<l  nays  in 
the  negative,  as  follows : 
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Mr.  Britain, 
Mr.  Clark, 


Mr.  Barry, 
Mr.  Cooper, 
Mr.  ElUs, 


Mr.  Manning, 
Mr.  Moore, 


Mr.  Rumsey, 
Mr.  Summers, 


Mr.  Ward, 
Mr.  Speaker, 
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Members  of  the  Seruxte, 

YEAS. 

Mr.  Comstock, 
Mr.  Davis, 

NAYS. 

M".  Hough, 
M  •.  Kercheval, 
Mr.  McKey, 

Members  of  the  House. 

YEAS. 

Mr.  Job  Smith, 
Mr.  Thayer, 
Mr.  Wisner, 

NAYS. 

Mr.  Eldred, 
Mr.  Ely, 
Mr.  Ferrington, 
Mr.  Felch, 
^  Mr.  Foote, 
Mr.  Gilbert, 
Mr.  Herrington, 
Mr.  Howe, 
Mr.  Hasklns, 
Mr.  Heath, 
Mr.  Kingsley, 

The  question  being  put  upon  advising  and  consenting  to  the 
nommation  of  David  C.  McKinstry,  it  was  decided  by  yeas  and  nays 
in  the  affirmative,  as  follows : 

Members  of  the  Senate. 

YEAS. 

Mr.  Davis, 
Mr.  Ellis, 
Mr.  Hough, 

NAYS. 

Mr.  Kercheval, 
Mr.  McKey, 

Members  of  the  House. 

YEAS. 

Mr.  Howe,  Mr.  Purdy, 

Mr.  Heath,  Mr.  Job  Smith, 


Mr.  Levake, 
Mr.  Monfore, 
Mr.  Mosely, 

Mr.  Alden, 
Mr.  Almv, 
.  Mr.  Brown, 
Mr.  Bingham, 
Mr.  Burbank, 
Mr.  Butler, 
Mr.  Ballard, 
Mr.  Oessey, 
Mr.  Calkin, 
Mr.  Cornell, 
Mr.  Colbath, 


Mr.  King, 
Mr.  Lee, 
Mr.  Lothrop, 
Mr.  Martin, 
Mr.  McGaffey, 
•Mr.  McKeen, 
Mr.  Purdy, 
Mr.  Phillips, 
Mr.  Shaltnck, 
Mr.  Wing, 
Mr.  Yerkes, 
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Mr.  Barry, 
Mr.  Britain, 
Mr.  Cooper, 

Mr.  Clark, 
Mr.  Comstock, 


Mr.  Manning, 
Mr.  Moore, 
Mr.  Rumsey, 

Mr.  Summers, 


Mr.  Alden, 
Mr.  Brown, 
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Mr.  Ballard, 
Mr.  Cressey, 
Mr.  Cornell, 
Mr.  Ferrington, 
Mr.  Herrington, 

Mr.  Almy, 
Mr.  Bingham, 
Mr.  Burbank, 
Mr.  Butler, 
Mr.  Calkin, 
Mr.  Colbath, 
Mr.  Eldred, 


Mr.  Kingsley, 
Mr.  Lee, 
Mr.  Levake, 
Mr.  Mosek, 

NAYS. 

Mr.  Ely, 
Mr.  Felch, 
Mr.  Foote, 
Mr.  Gilbert, 
Mr.  Haskins, 


Mr.  Shattuck, 
Mr.  Thayer, 
Mr.  Wisiier, 
Mr.  Speaker, 
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Mr.  Martin, 
Mr.  Monfore, 
Mr.  McGaffey, 
Mr.  McKeen, 
Mr.  Phillips, 
Mr.  Wing, 
Mr.  Yerkes, 


Mr.  King, 

Mr.  Lothrop,  Mr.  Yerkes,  26 

Mr.  Cressey,  of  the  House,  moved  a  recon>ideration  of  the 

vote  taken  upon  advising  and  consenting  to  the  nomination  of 

Daniel  Le  Roy,  which  was,  on  motion,  decided  by  yeas  and  nays 

in  the  negative,  as  follows : 

Members  of  the  Senate. 

YEAS. 

Mr.  Davis, 
Mr.  Hough, 

NAYS. 

Mr.  Kercheval, 
Mr.  McKey, 


Mr.  Britain, 
Mr.  Cooper, 


Mr.  Manning, 
Mr.  Mooi-e, 


Mr.  Barry, 
Mr.  Comstock, 
Mr.  Ellis, 


Mr.  Rumsey, 
Mr.  Summers, 


Mr.  Brown, 
Mr.  Burbank, 
Mr.  Ballard, 
Mr.  Cressey, 
Mr.  Ferrington, 

Mr.  Alden, 
Mr.  Almy, 
Mr.  Bingham, 
Mr.  Butler, 
Mr.  Calkin, 
Mr.  Cornell, 
Mr.  Colbath, 


Members  of  tlip  House. 

YEAS. 

Mr.  King, 
Mr.  Levake, 
Mr.  Monfore, 
Mr.  Mosely, 


Mr.  Job  Smith, 
Mr.  Thayer, 
Mr.  Wisner, 
Mr.  Speaker, 


19 


NAYS. 

Mr.  Foote, 
Mr.  Gilbert^ 
Mr.  Herrington, 
Mr.  Howe, 
Mr.  Haskins, 
Mr.  Heath, 
Mr.  Kingsley, 


Mr.  Martin, 
Mr.  McGaffey, 
Mr.  McKeen, 
Mr.  Purdy, 
Mr.  Phillips, 
Mr.  Shattuck, 
Mr.  Wing, 
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Mr.  Eldred,  Mr.  Lee,  Mr.  Ward, 

Mr.  Ely,  Mr.  Lothrop,  Mr.  Yerkes, 

Mr.  Felch,  85 

Mr.  Almy,  of  the  House,  offered  the  following,  and  moyed  it9 
adoption: 

Resoloed,  That  his  excellency  the  Governor,  be  requested  to 
nominate  to  this  convention,  a  suitable  person  for  the  office  of 
commissioner  from  either  the  counties  of  Kent,  Ottawa  or  Ionia. 

The  above  resolution  having  been  read,  it  was,  on  motion,  laid 
upon  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Comstock,  of  the  Senate,  a  committee  of  two 
members,  one  from  each  House,  was  appointed,  consisting  of 
Messrs.  Barry  and  Lothrop,  to  wait  upon  the  Governor,  and  in- 
form him  that  the  nomination  of  Daniel  Le  Roy,  as  a  member  of 
the  board  of  commissioners  of  internal  improvement,  had  been 
rejected  by  the  convention,  with  a  request  to  inform  them  if  he 
had  any  further  communication  to  make  to  the  convention. 

Mr.  Barry,  from  the  joint  select  committee,  as  above,  reported, 
that  they  had  executed  the  duty  assigned  them,  and  that  the  Go- 
vernor had  informed  them  he  would  communicate  forthwith  to 
the  convention. 

The  following  communication  was  received  from  the  Ezeca- 
tive,  through  Mr.  Pritchctte,  Secretary  of  State : 

7b  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives : 

I  hereby  nominate  James  B.  Hunt,  of  Oakland,  a  commission- 
er of  the  board  of  internal  improvement,  under  the  act  of  March 
21,  1887. 

STEVEXS  T.  MASON. 

March  21,  1837. 

The  question  being  put  upon  advising  and  consenting  to  the 
nomination  of  James  B.  Hunt,  it  was  decided  by  yeas  and  nays 
in  the  affirmative,  as  follows : 

Members  of  the  Senate. 

YEAS. 

Mr.  Barry,  Mr.  Davis,  Mr.  Manniqg, 

Mr.  Britain,  Mr.  Hough,  Mr.  Moore, 

Mr.  Clark,  Mr.  Kercheval,  Mr.  Ramsey, 
Mr.  Cooper, 
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Mr.  Ellis, 
Mr.  McKey, 


NAYS. 
Mr.  Summers, 


Mr.  Comstock, 


Mr.  Alden, 
Mr.  Brown, 
Mr.  Burbankt 

Mr.  Ballard, 
Mr.  Cressey, 
Mr.  Calkin, 
Mr.  Cornell, 
Mr.  Colbath, 
Mr.  Ely, 
Mr.  Ferrington, 
Mr.  Felch, 

Mr.  Almv, 
Mr.  Eldred, 


Members  of  the  House. 

YEAS. 

Mr.  Fooie, 
Mr.  Gilbert, 
Mr.  Herrington, 
Mr.  Howe, 
Mr.  Haskins, 
Mr.  Heath, 
Mr.  Kingsley, 
Mr.  Kmg, 
Mr.  Lee, 
Mr.  Lolhrop, 


Mr.  Martin, 
Mr.  Monfore, 
Mr.  McGafieyy 
Mr.  Mosely, 
Mr.  Purdy, 
Mr.  Phillips, 
Mr.  Thayer, 
Mr.  Wisiier, 
Mr.  Yerkes, 
Mr.  Speaker, 


41 


NAYS. 
Mr.  Shattuck, 


Mr.  Ward, 


8 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Comstock,  of  the  Senate,  the  convention  then 
adjourned. 

HousB  OF  Representatives. 

The  following  messages  from  the  Senate,  weie  received  through 
their  secretary :  • 

Mr.  Speaker — In  pursuance  of  the  rules  of  the  Senate,  I  here- 
with transmit  a  resolution  which  has  passed  the  Senate,  entitled 
^  A  resolution  relative  to  the  appointment  of  commissioners  on 
the  subject  of  the  state  penitentiary. 

Mr.  Speaker — In  pursuance  of  the  rules  of  the  Senate,  I  here- 
with  return,  without  amendment,  the  bill,  entitled  ^  A  bill  relative 
to  incorporations  for  manufacturing  purposes.* 

Mr.  Wisner,  from  the  committee  on  enrolment,  reported  as 
correctly  enrolled,  ^  A  bill  to  amend  an  act  concerning  deeds 
and  conveyances  of  lands  C'  **  An  act  concerning  the  building  of 
certain  dams  therein  named.'' 

A  message  from  the  Senate,  was  received  through  their  secre- 
tary, informing  the  House  of  the  passage,  by  the  Senate*  of  ^  A 
joint  resolution  giving  certain  instructions  to  the  state  printer.** 

Said  resolution  was,  on  motion,  taken  up,  read  the  first  and 
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second  time,  and  the  rule  having  been  suspended,  it  was  i"ead  the 
third  time  and  passed. 

The  joint  resohition  from  the  Senate,  "  A  resolution  relative  to 
the  appointment  of  commissioners  on  the  subject  of  the  state  p3ni- 
tentiary,"  was  taken  up  ani  read  the  first  an  1  second  time. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cornell,  the  blank  in  the  resolution  was  filled 
with  the  words  "  three  dollars."  Said  resolution  was  read  the 
third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  Ely  offered  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  ijf  dke 
State  of  Michigan,  That  the  joint  resolution  to  adjourn  on  the 
21st,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  rescinded,  and  that  the  legisla- 
ture will  adjourn  on  the  22d  instant. 

The  rule  having  been  suspended,  the  above  resolution  was 
adopted. 

The  followino;  communication  was  received  fro  n  the  Execu- 
tive, through  Mr.  Pritchette,  Secretary  of  State: 

To  tJie  House  of  Representatives : 

I  have  this  day  approved  and  filed  in  the  oflSce  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  the  following  acts,  viz  :  **  An  act  to  amend  an  act 
entitled  '  An  act  amendatory  to  the  acts  herein  recited,  and  to 
povide  for  defraying  the  public  f^nd  necessary  charges  for  state, 
county  and  township  purposes  ;' "  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Mar- 
tin Story,  Alexander  H.  Stowell  and  N.  B.  Carpenter ;"  **  A  re- 
solution relative  to  the  revision  of  the  laws,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses ;"  "  An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  *  An  act  to  authorize 
judges  of  probate  to  grant  license  to  sell  the  real  estate  of  minors 
and  others,'  approved  July  25,  1**34  f  "  An  act  to  amend  an  act 
entitled  *  An  act  directing  the  settlement  of  estates  of  persons  de- 
ceased, and  for  the  conveyance  of  real  estate  in  ceitain  cases ;" 
**  An  act  authorizing  the  construction  of  a  ship  canal  around  the 
Falls  of  St.  Marie  ;•*  "  An  act  to  incorporate  the  Grand  rapids 
bridge  company  ;"  "  An  act  authorizing  a  loan  of  a  sum  not  ex- 
ceeding five  millions  of  dollars  f  **  An  act  to  amend  an  act  enti- 
tled *  An  act  to  extend  JeflTerson  avenue  to  the  intersection  of  tlie 
present  Grosse Pomt  road,  on  Lake  St  Clair ;'"  "  An  act  to  pro- 
vide for  taking  the  census ;"  **  An  act  to  provide  for  the  enlarge- 
ment of  the  state  library  ;"  "  An  act  to  provide  for  the  disposi- 
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tion  of  the  university  and  primary  school  landd,  and  for  other  pui^ 
poses ;"  **  An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  *  An  act  to  create  a 
fund  for  the  benefit  of  the  creditors  of  certain  moneyed  incorpo- 
rations, and  for  other  purposes ;' "  *'  An  act  to  discharge  the  de- 
mands for  supporting  the  supremacy  of  the  laws ;"  **  An  act  to 
provide  for  the  salaries  of  certain  state  officers  f  ''  An  act  to  in- 
corporate the  Ladies'  orphan  association  of  the  city  of  Detroit  ;** 
^  An  act  to  incorporate  the  Ypsilanti  and  Manchester  railroad 
company.'* 

STEVENS  T.  MASON. 
March  21.  1837. 

Mr.  Ely  moved  to  take  up  the  resolution  allowing  extra  pay 
to  Messrs.  Levake  and  King,  heretofore  laid  upon  the  table ;  and 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Bingham,  the  question  was  decided  by  yeas 
and  nays  in  the  affirmative,  as  follows : 

YEAS. 

Mr.  Felch, 
Mr.  Foote, 
Mr.  Gilbert, 
Mr.  Heath, 
Mr.  Lothrop, 
Mr.  Monfore, 

NAYS. 

Mr.  Herrington, 
Mr.  Howe, 
Mr.  Haskins, 
Mr.  Lee, 

Said  resolution  being  under  consideration,  after  some  discussion, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Ely,  the  further  consideration  of  the  same  was 
postponed  until  to-morrow.  ^ 

The  following  message  fro&i  the  Senate  was  received  through 
their  secretary : 

Mr.  Speaker — I  am  directed  by  the  Senate  to  inform  the 
House  of  Representatives  that  the  Senate  have  concurred  in  the 
resolution  firom  the  House,  rescbding  the  resolution  to  adjourn  en 
the  t¥/enty-first  instant,  and  fixing  the  day  of  adjournment  on  the 
twenty-second. 

Mr.  Felch,  firom  the  committee  on  enrolment,  reported  as  cor- 
rectly enrolled  the  following  bills ; 

53 


Mr.  Almy, 
Mr.  Burbank, 
Mr.  Ballard, 
Mr.  Cornell, 
Mr.  Colbath, 
Mr.  Ely, 

Mr.  Bingham, 
Mr.  Butler, 
Mr.  Cressey, 
Mr.  Eldred, 


Mr.  McKeen, 
Mr.  Mosely, 
Mr.  Thayer, 
Mr.  Wisner, 
Mr.  Ward, 
Mr.  Speaker, 

Mr.  McGraflfey, 
Mr.  Phillips, 
Mr.  Job  Smith, 
Mr.  Shattuck, 


16 


12 
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**An  act  granting  to  Thomas  Palmer,  Jamos  McClannan  and 
Daniel  Lockwood  the  right  to  keep  and  maintain  a  ferry  across 
the  St.  Clair  river,  at  the  village  of  Palmer." 

''An  act  to  incorporate  the  Detroit  andShiawassee  ndiroadoom- 
pany." 

On  motion,  adjourned. 


Wednesday^  March  23. 
The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Mr.  Felch,  from  the  committee  on  enrolment,  reported  as  cor- 
rectly enrolled,  the  following  named  bills : 
''An  act  relative  to  incorporations  for  manufacturing  purpo- 


ses." 


"An  act  to  incorporate  the  Saginaw  and  Genesee  railroad  com- 
pany." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lothrop, 

Resolved  tmanimouslyy  That  the  thanks  of  this  House  be  ten- 
dered to  the  Hon.  Charles  W.  Whipple,  Speaker  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  for  the  able,  dignified  and  impartial  manner  with 
which  he  has  discharged  the  responsible  duties  of  presiding  ofEoer 
of  this  House. 

The  following  preamble  and  resolution  was,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Ely,  taken  up  for  consideration,  and  adopted : 

Whereas,  Messrs.  King  and  Levake,  members  of  this  House, 
owing  to  their  remote  residence,  and  the  difficulties  attending  their 
coming  to  and  returning  from  the  legislature,  which  difficulties 
consist  in  the  early  closing  of  the  navigation,  obliging  them  to  be 
in  attendance  at  the  seat  of  government  some  thirty  or  forty  days 
previous  to  the  convening  of  the  legislature ;  also  to  remain  the 
same  space  of  time  after  the  adjournment,  for  the  opening  of 
navigation ;  therefore, 

Resolved^  That  Messrs.  King  and  Levake,  members  of  tbb 
Flouse,  from  the  counties  of  Mackinac  and  Chippewa,  be,  and 
they  are  hereby,  allowed  the  per  diem  pay  of  fifty  days  each,  ex- 
tra, over  and  above  the  time  which  may  be  allowed  to  them  for 
their  respective  attendance  at  this  session  of  the  legislature. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lothrop, 
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Besohed^  That  all  bills  of  incgrporatioas  now  on  the  files  of 
this  House,  be  postponed  until  the  ninth  day  of  September  next 

The  following  communication  was  received  from  the  Senate 
through  their  secretary : 

Mr.  Speakbr — I  am  directed  by  the  Senate,  to  inform  the 
House  of  Representatives  that  the  Senate  insist  on  their  amend** 
ment  made  to  the  bill  entitled  '^ A  bill  to  provide  for  the  disposal  of 
the  surplus  revenue,  and  for  other  purposes,"  which  had  been 
non-concurred  in  by  the  House  of  Representatives. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lothrop,  a  committee  of  conference  was  ap- 
pointed on  the  part  of  the  House,  relative  to  the  disagreement  be* 
tween  the  two  houses  on  the  bill  entitled  '* A  bill  to  provide  for 
the  disposal  of  the  surplus  revenue."  Messrs.  Lothrop,  Wing  and 
Mosely  were  appointed  said  committee. 

The  following  communication  was  received  from  the  Execu- 
tive, through  Mr.  Jackson,  his  private  secretary : 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives : 

I  have  this  day  approved  and  filed  in  the  office  of  the  Se^.retary 
of  State,  the  following  acts,  viz : 

**An  act  to  incorporate  the  Detroit  and  Shiawassee  railroad 
company." 

"An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  *An  act  concerning  deeds  and 
conveyances.' " 

"An  act  granting  to  Thomas  Palmer,  James  McClannan  and 
Daniel  Lockwood  the  right  to  keep  and  maintain  a  ferry  across 
the  St.  Clair  River  at  the  village  of  Palmer." 

**An  act  authorizing  the  building  of  certain  dams  therein  named." 

"An  act  relative  to  incorporations  for  manufacturing  purposes." 

"An  act  to  incorporate  the  Saginaw  and  Genesee  railroad  com- 
pany." 

STEVENS  T.  MASON. 

March  22, 1837. 

The  following  message  from  the  Senate  was  received  through 
their  secretary : 

Mr.  Speaker — In  pursuance  of  the  rules  of  the  Senate,  I  here- 
with return  a  bill  entitled  "A  bill  to  aimcnd  art  act  entitled  *An  act 
to  repeal  an  act  entitled  ^An  act  to  provide  for  establishing  seats 
erf*  justice,' ' "  with  an  amendment,  in  which  the  concurrence  of  the 


r 
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The  joint  resolution,  ^A  resdutioQ  for  the  publication  and 
tribution  of  the  laws,**  was  taken  up,  read  the  first  and  seccmd  time, 
and  the  rule  having  been  suspended,  was  read  the  third  time  and 
passed. 

The  Chair  presented  a  communication  from  the  Bank  of  Michi- 
gan«  accompanied  with  a  statement  of  the  affairs  of  said  bank, 
wliich  was  read  and  with  the  accompanying  documents,  laid  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  Lothrop,  from  the  committee  on  enrolment,  reported  as  cor- 
rectiy  enrolled,  a  bill  entitied  *'An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled 
*An  act  to  repeal  an  act  entitied  'An  act  to  provide  for  establish* 
ing  seats  of  justice.'  * " 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lothrop, 

Resolved  by  the  House  of  Representatives,  (if  the  Senate  concur 
therein)  That  a  committee  of  four  be  appointed,  two  from  each 
house,  to  wait  upon  the  Executive,  and  inform  him  that  the  two 
houses  have  gone  through  with  all  business  before  them,  and  to 
ask  of  the  Executive  if  he  has  any  further  communication  to  make 
to  the  legislature. 

The  following  message  was  deceived  from  the  Senate  through 
their  secretary : 

Mr.  Spbakbr^-I  herewith  return  to  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, the  **  Resolution  to  provide  for  the  publication  and  distribu- 
tion of  the  laws,"  without  arnendrnent ;  and  am  directed  to  inform 
the  House  of  Kepresentatives  that  Messrs.  Clark  and  Hough 
have  been  appointed  a  committee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  to 
wait  upon  the  Governor,  and  inquire  if  he  has  any  further  com- 
munication to  make  to  either  house.  I  also  herewith  transmit  a 
resolution  relative  to  certain  university  lands,  which  has  passed 
tiie  Senate,  and  in  which  the  concurrence  of  the  House  is  respect- 
fully requested. 

The  resolution  from  the  Senate,  "A  resolution  relative  to  cer- 
tain university  lands,"  was  taken  up  for  consideration. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Kingsley,  said  resolution  was  laid  upon  the 
table. 

Mr.  Pelch,  from  the  committee  on  enrolment,  reported  as  cor- 
rectly enrolled,  "A  resolution  1o  provide  for  the  publication  and 
distribution  of  the  laws." 
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The  following  communication  from  the  Executive  was  received 
through  his  private  secretary  : 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Bepresentatives : 

I  have  this  day  approved  and  filed  in  the  office  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  the  following  acts,  viz: 

''An  act  to  incorporate  the  Gibraltar  and  Clinton  raihroad  com- 
pany." 

"An  act  to  provide  for  the  disposal  of  the  surplus  revenue,  and 
five  per  cent  fund,  and  for  other  purposes." 

"An  act  to  provide  for  the  purchase  of  the  Detroit  and  Pontiac 
railroad  company,  and  for  other  purposes." 

"An  act  to  repeal  an  act  entitled  *An  act  to  provide  for  estab- 
lishing seats  of  justice.' " 

"An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  'An  act  to  amend  an  act  enti- 
tled 'An  act  to  repeal  an  act  entitled  'An  act  to  provide  for  esta- 
blishing seats  of  justice ;"  and 

"A  resolution  giving  certain  instructions  to  the  state  printer." 

STEVENS  T.  MASON. 

March  22,  1837. 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives : 

I  have  this  day  approved  and  filed  in  the  office  of  Secretary  of 
State,  the  following  acts,  viz:  "A  resolution  to  provide  for  the 
publication  and  distribution  of  the  laws,"  and  "An  act  to  incorpo- 
rate the  city  of  Monroe." 

STEVENS  T.  MASON. 

Mardi  22, 1837. 

Mr.  Lothrop,  from  the  committee  appointed  to  wait  on  his  ex- 
cellency the  Governor,  reported  that  they  had  performed  the  duty 
assigned  them,  and  had  been  informed  by  the  Governor,  that  he 
had  no  further  communications  to  make  to  the  legislature. 

On  motion,  the  House  adjourned  until  the  ninth  day  of  Novem- 
ber next. 
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Purtuant  to  the  procUunatioii  of  his  exoellency  the  Got^imVi 
the  House^rf*  RejNMentatives  met  at  their  haU»  in  th6.c«|)iialiin 
the  city  of  Detnnt 

At  12  cy^eloek,  B4UHod.  Cbaries  W.  Whipple^  Speaker  of  tba 
House  of  RepresentatiTee^  took  the  chair  and  called  the  Home  ta 
order. 

The  roU  beii^  called>  the  foHowiia^  maBibeyi  aaewerod 


Messrs.  Alden,  Almy ,  Brown,  Bingham,  Ballard,  Burke,  Cree* 

sey,  Cornell,  Colbath,  Eldred,  Ely,  Fenington,  Finch,  Howe, 
Heath,  Kellogg,  Kingsley,  Lee,  Lothrop,  Martin,  McGaflby,  Pur^ 
dy,  PhUUps,  Rali^  Job  Smith,  SheUhouse,  Wisner,  Ward,  Yerkes. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lothrop^ 

Resolved^  That  the  clerk  <^  this  House  inform  the  honorabfe 
the  Senate  that  a  quorum  of  the  House  of  Representatives  are 
present,  and  are  ready  to  proceed  to  business. 

jOn  motion  of  Mr.  McGa^y, 

Remivedj  That  Darius  C.  Jackson  be  requested  to  perform  the' 
<luties  of  sergeant-at-arms  for  the  House  of  Representatives,  du- 
ring the  present  session. 

A  message  was  re<*^ived  from  the  Senate,  through  their  secre^ 
tary,  informing  the  House  that  the  Senate  were  oiig^mized  and 
ready  to  proceed  to  business. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lothrop^  a  committee,  consisting  of  Messrs. 
Lothrop  and  Cressy,  was  appointed  to  join  such  committee  as 
should  b^  apjpointed  on  the  j^rt  of  the  Senate,  to  wait  ugon  U 
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exoeReacy  the  Governor,  and  inform  him  that  both  houses  of  the 
legislature  are  now  organized  and  ready  to  receive  any  oommu« 
nication  he  may  see  fit  to  make. 

The  following  message  from  the  Senate,  was  received  through 
their  secretary : 

Mr.  Speaker — I  am  directed  by  the  Senate  to  inform  die 
House  of  Represent ve$,ittiat  ^l^^isra  Oeitry  and  Davis  have 
been  appointed  a  committee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  to  join  such 
committee  as  may  have  heea.appointfid  on  the  part  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  to  wait  upon  his  excellency  the  Governor^ 
and  inform  him  that  both  houses  of  the  legislature  are  now  orga* 
niaed'ftadT^ady  to  rooei^  any  oommonication  he  may  see  fit  ta 
wnAe,'  •'     • 

' '  Af  r.  iji»thvop>  frtN»  the  jfAtA  committer  appointed^  on  the  part  oT 
the  House  of  Representatives,  to  wait  upon  thoGovc^rnor,  report 
M  thjat  they  had  performed  the  dutv  aasi^ed  them,  and  had  re* 
e^ived  'fi>r  answer,  that  be  wooid  oommunioMe  to  both  hooses 
forthwith,  in  writing. 

ithe  fcXto^itig  tiAesaage^  with  accom^nying  docoments;  was 

received  from  the  Crovernor  through  Mr.  Jackson,  his  private  se« 

,,  ■  •      .  .         'I 

crewryt- •  "■  '    > 

•■•■'  '■     ■■  ••  '      i^ESSAGE.  '  ■'        ■'  •'  ' 

Feltow  Citixtns  of  the  Senate^ 

and  House  of  Represeniatives : 
You  have  been  called  together  at  tljiis  time,  in  consequence  of 
the  existence  of  the  financial  and  comjnercial  embarrassments 
which  at  present  d'Sturb  the  tranquility  of  tjie  nation.  Happily 
the  people  of  our  own  state  (lave  not,  as  yet,  felt,  these  embarrass- 
ments so  heavily,  as  those  of  other  portions^  of  the  Union.  But  as 
the  recent  measures  adopted  io  the  Atlantic  states,  'cannot  fail  to 
operate  oppressively  upon  the  western  country,  unless  promptly 
met,  I  have^  with  a  desire  to  prot  ct  the  citizens  of  Michi^n,  con- 
ceived it  my  duty  to^onsult  you,  and  ask  jour  counsel  and  co- 
operation in  the  endeavor  to  avert  the  calamity.  I  feel  confident 
that  this  co-operation  will  be  readily  extended  to  me  ;  and  how- 
ever great  the  inc  >nvenience  resulting  to  you  personally,  by  your 
convocation  at  this  season  of  the  year,  and  at  so  early  a  day  after 
tha-^oae  df  m  arduoutf-asMioo^  I  am^  assured  they  wifl  Weigh  lil- 
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tie  with  you,  when  balanced  with  the  welfare  of  the  state,  and 
the  prosperity  of  those  who  have  placed  their  interests  in  your 
keeping. 

The  present  crisis  in  the  moneyed  afiadrs  of  the  country,  is  such 
as  should  bring  us  to  a  pause,  and  induce  us  well  to  reflect  upon 
the  causes  which  have  led  to  it.  It  should  teach  us,  although  we 
may  learn  the  lesson  of  wisdom  by  sad  experience,  to  avoid  in 
future,  the  seductive  career  of  apparent,  but  unreal  prosperity, 
which  the  nation  has  lately  pursued,  and  which  has  brought  us 
ultimately  to  the  very  verge  of  general  bankruptcy.  Let  us  seek  out 
the  true  sources  from  whence  these  evils  have  arisen,  and  hence- 
forth avoid  them  ;  bearing  in  mind,  that  like  causes  if  hereafter 
sanctioned  by  the  per>ple,  must  again  bring  about  the  very  like 
calamitous  results  which  we  now  deplore. 

By  the  universal  consent  of  all  nations,  gold  and  silver  has  been 
made  the  currency  and  standard  of  value  with  the  great  commer- 
cial world.  But  the  scarcity  of  these  metals  has  compelled  most 
governments  of  extensive  trade  and  commerce,  to  create  a  re- 
presentative currency  to  answer  the  immediate  purposes  of  do- 
mestic exchai\ges.  In  the  United  States,  this  representative  is 
composed  of  the  paper  issues  of  authorized  banking  associations 
having  a  metallic  basis  created  and  pledged  for  its  redemption. 
The  notes  of  these  associations  are  received  at  home  in  all  ex- 
changes, and  constitute  the  far  greater  portion  of  the  circulating 
medium  of  the  country.  But,  as  a  general  rule,  in  the  exchange 
and  commercial  intercourse  with  foreign  nations,  the  ordinary 
bank  Issues  fail  to  answer  the  demands  of  trade,  and  resort  must 
be  had  to  gold  and  silver,  or  the  products  of  labor  through  the 
medium  of  exportation. 

The  debt  owed  by  one  nation  to  another,  cannot  be  paid  but 
with  real  effects,  either  in  coin  or  commodities.  •  Where  both 
these  sources  fail,  pecuniary  embarrassments  must  fall  upon  the 
nation,  against  which  the  balance  of  t;ade  exists,  and  the  debt 
created  can  only  be  cancelled  by  bankruptcy.  These  are  the 
first  principles  of  commercial  relations  ;  are  applicable  to  nearly 
all  nations,  and  are  as  invariable  in  their  operation  as  the  laws  of 
nature. 

We  may  traoe»  however,  in  a  very  great  extent,  all  our  pre- 
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sent  pecuniary  embarrassments  to  one  fatal  error  into  Vfhxdtx  the 
country  has  fallen.  That  error  is  to  be  found  in  our  system  of 
overbanking.  The  excess  of  bank  facilities  and  bank  issues,  has 
made  the  rqn'esent€ttive  of  money  too  abundant,  and  has  conse- 
quently brought  in  its  train  the  evils  of  our  overtrading  and  spe- 
culation; the  augmentation  of  prices  already  high,  increased  and 
unwarrantable  investments  in  unproductive  lands,  and  foreign 
imports  beyond  the  wants  or  means  of  the  nation.  It  is  admit- 
ted that  the  great  enterprize  of  the  American  people  demands,  in 
a  greater  or  less  degree,  a  paper  currency,  the  precious  metals 
not  being  sujSciently  abundant  to  answer  all  the  ends  of  the  cir- 
culating medium  required  by  the  multifarious  interests  of  a  wide- 
extended  and  constantly  increasing  country.  But  this  paper  me- 
dium must  be  limited,  and  should  be  restricted  in  its  circulatioHt 
so  as  not  to  exceed  in  too  great  an  amount  the  metallic  basis 
which  it  is  made  partly  to  represent 

What  are  the  effects  of  excessive  bank  issues  upon  a  commu- 
nity, as  proclaimed  by  the  simplest  principles  of  political  econo- 
my ?  They  are,  the  depreciation  of  bank  paper,  an  increase  of 
the  price  of  all  commodities,  an  extension  of  excessive  credits,  the 
neglect  of  productive  labor,  and  a  country  involved  in  debt.  The 
banks  are  called  upon  for  specie  to  pay  the  debt  of  the  country; 
their  specie  will  not  meet  their  outstanding  issues ;  confidence  is 
shaken.;  runs  are  made  upon  them  ;  they  are  compelled  to  con- 
tract their  loans  and  call  in  their  discounts,  and  a  general  pres- 
sure, if  not  bankruptcy,  are  the  inevitable  results  that  follow. 
The  condition  of  the  United  States  at  the  present  time  is  a  per- 
fect illustration  of  those  principles.  The  recorded  history  of  the 
difS^rent  states  show  millions  of  an  increase  of  bank  facilities ; 
money,  or  rather  its  representative,  has  been  abundant ;  credits 
have  been  unparalleled  ;  our  land  offices  tell  of  a  dead  capital  of 
millions  buried  in  unpnxluctive  lands ;  our  custom-houses,  de- 
ducting profits,  freight,  and  difference  of  valuation,  present  a  bal- 
ance of  trade  against  us  of  millions  by  importation ;  our  circula- 
ting medium  has  depreciated,  or  which  is  the  same  thing,  every 
other  exchangeable  commodity  has  risen,  and  Europe  has  ex- 
hibited the  strange  phenomena  of  underselling  us  on  our  own 
shores  in  the  exportation  of  her  bread  stuffs  to  America.    A  re-^ 
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vubion  now  begins.  Our  debt  must  be  paid  to  Europe.  The 
banks  of  the  Atlantic  cities  are  unable  to  furnish  sufficient  gold  or 
silver  on  their  issues  to  meet  the  demand ;  runs  are  made  upon 
them,  and  the  result  has  been  a  universal  pressure  and  a  general 
suspension  of  specie  payments,  in  order  to  prevent  as  general  a 
bankruptcy. 

It  may  be  inquired,  what  remedy  has  the  country  left  by  which 
she  may  be  relieved  from  her  present  embarrassment?  l^an- 
swer,  by  a  gradual  diminution  and  absorption  of  her  bank  issues ; 
a  curtailment  of  her  too  extended  trade  ;  a  cessation  from  mad 
investments  of  capital  in  unproductive  lands ;  a  resort  to  frugali- 
ty, and  an  application  to  honest  industry.  For  years  past,  we 
have  been  forcing  importations  and  other  departments  of  busi- 
ness, too  fer  in  advance  of  the  productive  labor  of  the  country. 
The  nation  that  falls  into  this  error,  must,  sooner  or  later,  expe- 
rience a  revulsion.  We  must  now  produce  commodities  to  make 
up  the  balauce  of  trade  against  us,  and  the  price  of  those  commo- 
dities must  fall  until  no  other  nation  can  compete  with  us  in  the 
great  market  of  the  commercial  world.  In  a  few  years  our  pro- 
ductive labor  will  bring  back  the  money  which  must  leave  the 
oototry  in  payment  of  debts ;  for  the  laws  of  trade  will  take  it 
where  the  debt  is  owed,  and  any  attempt  to  prevent  it  will  prove 
as  powerless  as  the  command  of  that  feeble  monarch  w*io  sat 
upon  the  beach  and  forbade  the  ebbing  and  flowing  of  the  tide. 

But,  fellow  citizens,  let  me  direct  your  attention  to  the  imme- 
^te  question  which  requires  your  consideration.  You  are 
doubtless  awiare,  that  the  banks  of  the  Atlantic  afcd  southern 
^Mates,  under  a  mM  unprecedented  ttemand  for  the  redemption 
t)f  Haeit  notes,  have  been  compelled  to  suspend  specie  payments, 
and  that' in  New  York  the  proceeding  has  been  sanctioned  by 
the  legislature  of  that  state.  Circumstances  justify  the  conclusion, 
that  ^s  policy  will  be  adopted  by  most  of  the  states  of  the  Union. 
The  intimate  financial  and  commercial  relations  existing  between 
New  York  and  Michigan,  have  induced  the  banks  of  this  state,  as 
a  measure  of  self-protection,  to  avail  themselves  of  a  provision  of 
thtfr  charters,  and  to  suspend  specie  payments  likewise.  You 
are  now  called  upon  to  sanction  this  procedure,  for  the  purpose 
of  preserving  to  our  own  citizens  a  circulating  medium  during 
the  suspension  in  New  York  and  elsewhere. 
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I  feel  gratified  in  being  able  to  assure  the  public,  that  from  an 
investigation  of  the  Bank  Commissioner,  recently  instituted,  I  have 
the  utmost  confidence  in  the  solvency  of  the  banks  of  the  states 
and  I  refer  you  to  his  report  accompanying  this  communication 
as  a  warrant  for  this  conviction.  It  is  nevertheless  but  just,  how-* 
ever,  that  they  should  be  protected  from  an  unusual  and  unex* 
pected  drain  upon  their  specie,  in  consequence  of  the  privileges 
"which  have  been  extended  to  the  banks  of  New  York.  The  ex- 
pediency of  the  measure  as  adopted  by  that  state,  may,  perhaps, 
well  be  questioned  ;  and  it  may  be  doubted  whether  the  embar* 
rassments  of  the  country  should  not  have  been  left  to  seek  their 
correction  in  the  natural  results  which  always  follow  a  state  of 
overtrading.  The  work,however,has  been  begun;  a  suspension  of 
specie  payments  for  one  year  has  been  authorized  by  a  powerful 
neighboring  state,  and  the  question  is,  can  Michigan,  without  in- 
justioe  to  herself,  attempt  to  withstand  the  current  which  is  every 
where  flowing  around  her. 

Admitting  the  ability  of  the  banks  to  redeem  their- notes  in  cir- 
culation, can  we  dispense  with  a  circulating  medium  of  our  own, 
for  the  twelve  months  to  come  ?  There  is  not  at  present,  suffi- 
cient gold  and  silver  to  answer  the  purposes  of  an  exclusive  me^ 
tallic  currency,  and  we  mast  from  necessity  depend  in  part  upon 
the  issues  of  our  own  banks.  If  the  banks  of  this  state  are  com- 
pelled peremptorily  to  redeem  their  notes  during  the  general  sus- 
pension in  other  states,  they  must  unavoidably  call  in.  thar  circu- 
lation and  cease  all  accommodations  to  the  community,  as  Ihdr 
notes  if  issued  would  immediately  run  back  upon  them  for  r^ 
demption,  in  consequence  of  specie  bearing  a  premium  abroad 
The  banks  then  of  this  state,  if  required  to  resume  specie  pay- 
ments before  the  resumption  in  New  York,  must  for  self-preserva- 
tion stop  the  entire  circulation  of  their  notes.  Or,  on  the  other 
hand,  they  may  be  tempted  to  avail  themselves  of  a  doubtful  pro- 
vision of  their  charters,  and  by  resuming  specie  payments,  tem- 
porarily at  the  expiration  of  every  sixty  and  thirty  days,  flood  the 
country  with  their  paper,  which  from  its  then  excess  of  circula- 
tion, would  still  further  depreciate  in  value.  The  doubtful  power 
too,  here  exercised,  would  also  aid  in  depreciating  the  circulatifig 
medium  of  the  state,  from  the  fact,  that  it  might  be  ccxisidered  as 
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working  a  forfeiture  of  their  charters.  The  resumption  of  specie 
payments  then  with  this  excess  of  depreciated  paper  in  the  coontryt 
would  be  disastrous  in  its  consequences,  if  not  impractioable. 

As  the  only  alternative,  although  a  deplorable  and  hazardous 
one,  I  would  recommend  the  passage  of  a  law,  exempting  all  the 
banks  reported  as  safe  and  solvent  by  the  Bank  Commissioner,  for 
one  year,  or  until  the  resumption  of  specie  payments  in  New 
York  and  other  states,  from  the  liabilities  of  a  forfeiture  of  charter 
for  declining  to  pay  specie  on  their  notes.  A  law  to  this  effect, 
would  avoid  the  constitutional  question  of  impairing  the  obliga- 
tion of  contract,  and  would  leave  the  bill-holder  his  remedy  at 
law  against  the  bank,  should  he  choose  to  adopt  it 

Should  you  deem  the  passage  of  such  an  act  requisite,  its  pro- 
visions, however,  should  be  rigidly  scrutinized  and  strictly  guard- 
ed, so  that  the  public  may  feel  a  perfect  confidence  in  the  ultimate 
redemption  of  the  issues  of  the  banks.  In  the  first  place,  I  would 
suggest,  that  the  law  should  be  made  applicable  to  the  safety  fond 
banks,  and  such  others,  as  within  a  limited  period  come  within 
the  provisions  of  the  *^Act  to  create  a  fund  for  the  benefit  of  the 
creditors  of  certain  moneyed  corporations,  and  for  other  purpo- 
ses ;"  and  also  that  the  banks  be  required  to  receive  on  deposite 
and  in  payment  of  debts  due  from  individuals  the  notes  of  each 
other.  These  provisions,  if  adopted,  will  give  uniformity  to  the 
circulating  medium,  and  prevent  any  one  bank  from  discrediting 
the  bills  of  another.  Each  bank  should  be  compelled  also,  if  practi- 
cable, to  retain  its  specie  now  on  hand,  and  to  exhibit  periodically 
to  the  Bank  Commissioner  the  fact  that  it  is  still  continued  in  their 
vaults,  with  the  exception  of  such  sums,  as  they  may  voluntarily 
choose  from  time  to  time,  to  pay  out  in  redemption  of  their  notes, 
or  for  other  authorized  purposes.  The  great  object  to  be  desired, 
IS  to  prevent  the  banks  from  selling  their  specie  at  a  premium, 
and  you  should  by  your  act,  visit  upon  every  such  institution  thus 
dispoong  (rf*  its  specie,  the  severest  penalties,  together  with  the 
forfeiture  of  charter. 

It  is  highly  desirable,  likewise,  that  the  banks  should  be  restrict- 
ed in  their  issues  to  such  an  amount,  as  will  answer  the  reasonable 
wants  of  the  public,  without  suffering  them  to  expand  their  drcu- 
lati<Hi  to  such  an  extent,  as  would  retard  the  resumption  of  specie 
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payments,  a  measure  highly  demanded  by  the  interests  anc(  cha^ 
racter  of  the  country.  And  in  order  to  secure  a  rigid  enforcement 
of  the  provisions  of  this  law,  I  would  recommend  such  an  amend- 
ment to  your  present  statute,  as  will  clothe  the  Bank  Commissioner 
and  Chancellor  with  unrestricted  authority  to  close  by  injunction 
any  institution  found  violating  the  rules  and  restrictions  you  may 
prescribe  for  them. 

With  such  a  law  as  I  have  suggested,  it  seems  to  me,  that  we 
cannot  fail  to  be  insured  a  circulating  medium  commanding  the 
confidence  of  the  public.  If  the  banks  are  restrained  from  sell- 
ing their  specie,  if  they  are  made  to  curtail  by  degrees  their  is- 
sues, and  to  receive  the  notes  of  each  other  on  deposite  and  in 
payment  of  debts  due  from  indimduahj  it  follows,  that  their  pre- 
sent circulation  will  be  gradually  absorbed ;  that  the  debts  of  the 
community  will  speedily  diminish,  and  that  the  ccnsequenoes  to  be 
apprehended  from  the  attempt  hereafter  to  resume  specie  pay- 
ments, will  be  in  some  measure  avoided.  This,  together  with  a 
fertile  soil,  economy>  and  the  industry  of  an  enterprizing  popula- 
tion, must  unquestionably  secure  to  Michigan  a  continuation  of  her 
present  real  and  unprecedented  prosperity.  Her  career  may  be 
retarded,  but  can  never  be  an^ested ;  and  if  she  pause,  it  is  but  to 
renew  her  onward  march  with  i^edoubled  energy  and  vigor. 

I  may  here,  fellow  citizens,  suggest  in  concluding  this  commu- 
nication, that  the  great  interest  attending  the  approaching  session 
of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  may  render  it  highly  desi- 
rable that  Michigan  should  be  represented  in  both  its  branches. 
Your  attention  is  therefore  called  to  the  propriety  of  ordering  an 
election  of  a  member  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  at  an  ear- 
lier day  than  is  now  provided  by  law. 

With  the  confident  expectation,  that  your  wisdom  will  supply 
the  defects  of  any  recommendations  of  my  own,  you  have  the  as- 
surance of  my  hearty  co-operation  in  the  accomplishment  of  any 
measure  calculated  to  protect  or  promote  the  interests  of  the  peo- 
ple of  Michigan. 

STEVENS  T.  MASON. 
June  12,  1837. 

{See  Document  No.  16.) 

The  message  having  been  read, 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  Lothrop, 

Ordered^  That  two  thousand  copies  of  the  message  and  ac- 
companying  documents  be  printed. 

On  moticm  of  Mr.  Alden, 

Besdved^  (if  the  Senate  concur  herein)  That  so  much  of  the 
Grovemor's  message  as  relates  to  the  currency  of  the  state,  with 
the  documents  relating  thereto,  be  referred  to  a  joint  select  com- 
mittee, composed  of  five  members  on  the  part  of  the  House,  and 
three  on  th^  part  of  the  Senate,  and  that  said  committee  have 
leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Alden  moved  that  so  much  of  the  Governor's  message  as 
rdates  to  the  election  of  a  representative  to  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States,  be  referred  to  the  standing  committee  of  the  House 
on  elections. 

Mr.  Ralph  moved  to  amend  said  motion  by  referring  such  part 
of  said  message  as  relates  to  the  election  of  a  representative,  to 
the  committee  on  the  judiciary,  which  motion  was  negatived*  The 
question  recurring  upon  the  motion  to  refer  such  part  of  said  mes- 
sage as  relates  to  the  election  of  a  representative,  to  the  commit- 
tee on  elections,  it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ely,  the  vote  just  taken  upon  referring  so 
much  of  the  Governor's  message  as  relates  to  the  election  of  arepre- 
sentative  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  to  the  commit- 
tee on  elections,  was  reconsidered,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Ely,  the 
same  was  referred  to  a  select  committee  of  five  members. 

The  Chair  announced  the  following  as  said  committbe :  Messrs. 
Alden,  Ralph,  Ely,  Bingham  and  Kingsley. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Kingsley, 

The  House  adjourned  until  10  o'clock  A.  M.  to-morrow. 


Tuesday^  June  18. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

The  roll  being  called,  the  foUo^ng  members  were  absent : 
Messrs.  Pelch,  Farrington,  Herrington,  King,  Levake,  Monfixe, 
Mosely,  Jos.  Smith,  Thayer  and  Wing. 

The  journal  of  the  preceding  day  having  been  read, 

Mr.  Lothrop  presented  the  credentials  of  Sands  M'Camley,  elec- 
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ted  a  member  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  this  state,  from 
the  county  of  Calhoun,  to  supply  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  die 
death  of  the  late  Hon.  Ezra  C(xivis. 

The  credentials  having  been  read,  Mr.  M'Camley  was  duly 
qualified  and  took  his  seat 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ely, 

Resolved^  That  the  committee  on  the  judiciary  be,  and  they  are 
hereby,  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  amending  the 
act  entitled  ''An  act  amendatory  and  in  addition  to  an  act  to  ex- 
tend the  time  for  the  collection  and  payment  of  certain  taxes  there- 
in named,"  extending  the  time  that  the  sheriffi  and  clerks  of  all 
the  counties  in  this  state  may  have  to  file  in  the  Auditor  General's 
office  the  bonds  required  by  law,  and  report  by  IhII  or  otherwise* 

Also,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Ely, 

Remjlved,  That  the  state  printer  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  instruct- 
ed to  publish  in  his  next  paper,  the  act  entitled  ''An  act  amenda- 
tory and  in  addition  to  an  act  to  extend  the  time  for  the 
and  payment  of  certain  taxes  therein  named.* 

Mr.  Wisner,  of  Oakland,  laid  upon  the  table  the  following 
lution : 

Betolvedj  That  a  select  committee  of  five  be  appdnted  to  in* 
quire  into  the  official  conduct  of  George  Morell,  one  of  the  asso- 
ciate justices  of  the  supreme  court  of  this  state,  and  presiding  judge 
of  the  first  circuit,  and  to  report  their  opinion  whether  the  said 
George  Morell  has  so  acted  in  his  judicial  capacity,  as  to  require 
die  interposition  of  the  constitutional  power  of  this  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ralph, 

Resolvedj  That  a  select  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  exa- 
mine the  assessment  law  and  report  such  amendments  thereto,  as 
in  their  opinion  may  be  necessary  to  carry  said  law  into  effect 

The  Chair  announced  the  following  as  said  committee :  Messrs. 
Burbank,  McKeen,  Butler,  Brovm  and  Calkin. 

Mr.  Ward,  of  Berrien,  moved  a  suspension  of  the  twenty-first 
rule,  to  enable  him  to  introduce  a  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  amend 
an  act  entitled  'An  act  concerning  mortgages,'  approved  April  19, 
1887,"  which  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  question  being  taken  upon  granting  leave,  it  was  decided 
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in  the  affiimative.  Said  bill  was  then  read  a  first  and  second 
time,  and  laid  ^  upon  the  table. 

The  following  message  from  the  Senate,  was  received  through 
their  secretary : 

Mr.  Spbaubr — ^In  pursuance  of  the  joint  rules  of  the  Senale 
and  House  of  Representatives,  I  am  instructed  to  inform  the 
House  of  Representatives,  that  the  Senate  do  non-concur  in  the 
resolution  which  has  passed  the  House,  relative  to  zeferriiig  so 
much  of  the  Governor's  message  as  relates  to  the  currency  of 
this  state,  to  a  select  joint  committee  of  both  houses. 

Mr.  Bingham  moved  that  so  much  of  the  Governor's  message 
and  documents  accompanying  the  same,  as  relates  to  the  curren- 
cy, be  referred  to  the  committee  on  banks  and  incorporations. 

Mr.  Cressey  moved  to  amend  said  motion  by  referring  so  much 
of  said  message  and  documents  as  relates  to  the  currency,  to  a  se* 
lect  committee  of  seven  members ;  which  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Said  motion,  as  amended,  was  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

The  Chair  announced  the  following  as  said  committee :  Messrs. 
Bingham,  Cressey,  Lothrop^  Ward,  Finch,  Kingsley  and  Almy. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lothrop, 

Resolvedf  That  the  Speaker  be  directed  to  fill  any  vacancy  that 
may  exist  in  any  of  the  standing  committees  of  this  House. 

The  Chair  announced  the  appointment  of  Mr.  M'Camley  to 
supjdy  the  vacancies  in  the  committee  of  ways  and  means,  and  oo 
the  militia,  occasioned  by  the  death  of  the  late  honorable  Ezra 
Convis, 

Mr.  Lothrop  gave  notice,  that  on  some  future  day,  he  should 
ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  amendatory  to  an  act  to  provide  for 
the  disposal  of  the  school  and  university  lands  ci  this  state. 

Mr.  Calkin  gave  notice  that  he  should,  on  some  future^  day  ask 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  '^authorizing  die  inhabitants  of  the  town- 
ship of  Oange,  in  the  county  of  Macomb,  to  elect  township  offi- 
cers, and  for  other  purposes." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wisner,  the  House  adjourned  until  10  o'ckick 
to-morrow  morning. 
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Wednesdittff  June  14. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

The  roll  being  called,  the  following  members  were  absent: 
Messrs.  Felch,  Farrington,  Foote,  Herrington,  King,  Lee,  Levake, 
Mosely,  Phillips,  Jos.  Smith  and  Wing. 

The  journal  of  yesterday  having  been  read, 

Mr.  Kingsley,  of  Washtenaw,  presented  the  remonstrance  of 
sundry  inhabitants  of  Washtenaw  county,  remonstrating  against 
the  passage  of  any  law  authorizing  the  banks  of  this  state  to  sus- 
pend specie  payments,  unless  with  certain  restrictions.  Referred 
to  the  select  committee  to  whom  was  referred  so  much  of  the 
Governor's  message  as  relates  to  the  currency. 

Mr.  Alden,  from  the  select  committee  to  which  was  referred 
so  much  of  the  Governor's  message  as  relates  to  the  election  <^ 
a  representative  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  made  the 
following 

REPORT. 

The  select  committee  to  which  was  referred  that  portion  of 
the  Governor's  message  relating  to  the  election  of  a  .member  to 
the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  having  had  the  same  under  consideration,  beg  leave  to 
report,  that  in  their  opinion,  the  peculiarly  embarrassed  state  of 
the  nation,  in  its  financial  and  commercial  relations,  together  with 
other  important  questions  which  must,  necessarily,  be  agitated 
and  determined  at  the  approaching  extra  session  of  Congress, 
touching  the  interests  of  the  state  in  connection  with  those  of 
the  nation,  render  it  very  desirable  that  Michigan  should  be 
represented  in  both  branches  of  the  national  councils. 

It  is  apparent  that  objections  exist,  to  a  frequent  practice  of 
calling  for  an  expression  of  the  wishes  of  the  people,  through  the 
ballot  boxes,  on  special  occasions,  particularly  at  a  season  of  die 
year  when  a  great  proportion  of  our  population  is  actively  en- 
gaged in  various  branches  of  agriculture  and  other  productive 
industry;  it  being  difficult  under  such  circumstances  to  procure 
a  full  or  general  expression  of  the  public  voice. 

Yet  your  committee  believe  that  no  argument  can  be  ui^ged 
which  would  justify  the  representatives  of  the  people  in  neglect- 
ing to  provide  by  law,  before  their  adjournment,  for  an  election 
of  a  representative,  in  sufficient  time  to  ensure  a  representation 
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at  the  extra  session  of  Congress.    With  these  views,  your  com- 
mittee ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill. 

The  report  having  been  read,  the  bill  accompanying  said  report, 
entitled  ^  An  act  to  provide  for  the  election  of  a  representative 
to  CoDg^cesBj'*  was  then  read  the  first  and  second  time  and  laid 
upon  the  table. 

Mr,  Burbank,  from  the  select  committee  appdoited  to  examine 
the  assessment  law,  reported  ^  A  bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled  an 
act  amendatory  and  in  addition  to  an  act  entitled  'An  act  to  pro- 
vide for  the  assessment  and  collection  of  township  and  county 
taxes,'  approved  March  20th,  1837,"  which  was  read  the  first  and 
second  time  and  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Calkin,  on  previous  notice  given,  asked  and  obtained  leave 
to  introduce  a  bill  entitled,  **  An  act  to  enable  the  inhabitants  of 
the  township  of  Orange  to  elect  township  ofiicers,  and  for  other 
purposes.** 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Calkin,  the  House  resolved  itself  into  a  com- 
mittee of  the  whole,  Mr.  Alden  in  the  chair,  upon  the  above 
named  bill,  and  after  spending  some  time  therein,  the  committee 
rose  and  reported  the  same  to  the  House  without  amendment. 
Said  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time 
to-day. 

The  engrossed  bill  entitled  **  An  act  to  enable  the  inhabitants 
of  the  township  of  Orange  to  elect  township  officers,  and  for  other 
purposes,"  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Calkin,  taken  up,  and  upon  his 
motion  the  twenty-second  rule  was  suspended,  and  said  bill  was 
read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McGafTey,  the  twenty-second  rule  was  sus- 
pended, and 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  Mr. 
Cornell  in  the  chair,  upon  the  bill  entitled  ^  An  act  to  amend  an 
act  entitled  an  act  amendatory  and  in  addition  to  an  act  entitled 
An  act  to  provide  for  the  assessment  and  collection  of  township 
and  county  taxes,' approved  March  20th,  1837,"  and  after  spend- 
ing some  time  therein,  the  committee  rose  and  reported  the  same 
to  the  House  with  an  amendment,  which  was  concurred  in.  ■ 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McGafTey,  said  bill  was  laid  upon  the  table* 
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Oq  motion  of  Mr.  McGafJ^y,  the  twenty^second  rule  was  sus- 
pended, and 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  Mr. 
Ely  in  the  chair,  upon  the  bill  entitled  **  An  act  to  provide  for  the 
election  of  a  representative  to  Congress,"  and  after  spending 
some  time  therein,  the  committee  rose  and  reported  the  same  to 
the  House  without  amendment,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Alden,  said 
bill  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Bingham,  from  the  select  committee  to  which  was  referred 
so  much  of  the  Governor's  message  as  relates  to  the  currency, 
the  unanimous  consent  of  the  House  being  obtained,  leported  a 
bill  entitled  **  An  act  suspending  certain  provisions  of  a  law  in 
relation  to  banks,  and  for  other  purposes,*^  which  was  read  the 
first  and  second  time  and  laid  upon  the  table. 

The  Chair  presented  the  following  communication  from  the 
Regents  of  the  University. 

(See  Document  No.  17.) 

The  above  communication  having  been  read,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Lothrop,  it  was  referred  to  the  committee  on  education. 

Mr.  Lothrop,  from  previous  notice  given,  asked  and  obtained 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill,  entitled  ^  An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled 
•An  act  to  provide  for  the  disposition  of  university  and  primary 
school  lands,  and  for  other  purposes,'"  which  was  read  the  first  and 
second  time,  and  laid  upon  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ward, 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  Mn 
Bingham  in  the  chair,  upon  the  bill  entitled  **  An  act  to  amend  an 
act  entitled'*  An  act  concerning  mortgages,*  approved  April  19th, 
1833,"  and  after  spending  some  time  therein,  the  committee  rose 
and  reported  the  same  to  the  House  with  an  amendment,  which 
was  concurred  in.    On  motion,  said  bill  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lothrop,  the  twenty-second  rule  was  sus- 
pended, and 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  Mr, 
Eldred  in  the  chair,  upon  the  bill  entitled  ^  An  act  to  amend  an 
act  entitled  'An  act  to  provide  for  the^disposition  of  the  university 
and  primary  school  lands,  and  for  other  purposes,*  **  and  after 
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spendii^  some  time  therein,  the  committee  rose  and  reported  the 
same  to  the  House  without  amendment  On  motion,  said  bill  was 
laid  upon  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wisner,  the  House  adjourned  until  10  o'clock 
to-morrow  morning. 


Tlmndayj  June  Ijk 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  aii^umnaent 

The  roll  being  called,  the  following  members  were  absent* 
Messrs.  Felch,  Howe,  Kingsley,  Levake,  McKeen,  Mosely  Jos* 
Smith  and  Wing. 

The  journal  of  yesterday  being  read, 

Mr.  Butler,  of  Lenawee,  presented  the  petition  of  sundry  in- 
habitants of  Lenawee  county,  praying  the  alteration  of  a  certain 
law.    Referred  to  the  committee  on  roads  and  bridges. 

Mr.  Wisner  moved  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  ofiered 
by  him  on  the  18th  instant,  in  the  words  fcrflowing,  vis : 

Reaohed^  That  a  select  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  in- 
quire into  the  official  coqduct  of  George  Morell,  one  of  the  asso- 
ciate justices  of  the  supreme  court  of  this  state,  and  presiding  judge 
of  the  first  circuit ;  and  to  report  their  opinion,  whether  the  said 
George  Morell  has  so  acted  in  his  judicial  capacity,  as  to  require 
the  interposition  of  the  constitutional  power  of  this  House. 

The  Speaker  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  be  excused  from 
voting  on  the  question ;  and 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wisner,  the  question  upon  conadering  the 

resolution  was  decided  by  yeas  and  nays  in  the  affirmative,  as 

follows: 

YEAS. 

Mr.  Eldred, 
Mr.  Ferrington, 
Mr.  Finch, 
Mr.  Foote, 
Mr.  Gilbert, 
Mr.  Haskins, 
Mr.  Heath, 
Mr.  Kelloffg, 
Mr.  King3ey, 


Mr.  Alden, 
Mr.  Almy, 
Mr.  Brown, 
Mr.  Binj?ham, 
Mr.  Buroank, 
Mr.  Butler, 
Mr.  Ballard, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Cressey, 


Mr.  Martin, 
Mr.  Monfore, 
Mr.  McGaffey, 
Mr.  McCamly, 
Mr.  Purdy, 
Mr.  Phillips, 
Mr.  Ralpn, 
Mr.  Shattuck, 
Mr.  Shellhouse, 
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Mr.  CaUdo,  Mr.  King,  Mr.  Wisner, 

Mr.  Cornell,  Mr.  Lee,  Mr.  Yerke!^ 

Mr.  Colbatb,  Mr.  Lothrop,  35 

NAYS. 

Mr.  Ely,  Mr.  McKeep,  Mr.  Thayer, 

Mr.  Howe,  Mr.  Job  Smith,  Mr.  Ward, 

Mr.  Munger,  7 

Mr.  Wisner  moved  the  adoption  of  said  resolution. 

Mr.  Alden  moved  to  amend  the  resolution  by  adding  the  fol- 
lowing :  *^  and  that  said  committee  be  empowered  to  carry  oa  the 
investigation  during  the  recess,  and  that  they  report  at  the  ad- 
journed session  of  this  legislature." 

Mr.  Wisner  accepted  the  amendment,  and  said  resolution  a» 
amended  was  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wisner, 

Beaohxd^  That  the  select  committee  to  which  was  referred  the^ 
investigation  of  the  conduct  of  George  Morell,  be  authiuriiied  and 
empowered  to  subpcena  witnesses  before  them,  and  that  any 
neglect  or  refusal  to  obey  the  subpoenas  of  said  committee  shall 
be  deemed  a  contempt  of  this  House,  and  may  be  punished  ac- 
cordingly. 

Mr.  Bingham  offered  the  following  resolution,  and  moved  its> 
adoption : 

Besolvedj  That  the  state  printer  be  instructed  to  print,  for  the 
use  of  this  House,  one  hundred  copies  of  the  repent  of  the  Hon.  C» 
J.  Ii^rsoU,  upon  the  currency  and  banking* 

The  question  being  upon  the  adoption  of  the  above  lesolutioii^ 
it  was  decided  in  the  negative. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the  Senate  through 
their  secretary : 

Mr.  Spbajosr — In  pursuance  of  the  rules  of  the  Senate,  I  here- 
with transmit  a  bill  which  has  passed  the  Senate,  entitled  ^  A  bill 
amendatory  to  an  act  entitled  '  An  act  to  regulate  general  eleo 
ti(xis,' "  in  which  the  concurrence  of  the  House  of  Representativear 
is  respectfully  requested. 

Mr.  Ralph  oflfered  the  following  resolution,  and  moved  its  adop- 
tion: 

Resolvedy  That  this  House  (the  Senate  concurring  herein)  -do 
adjourn  on  Saturday,  the  17th  instant,  without  day. 


June  15.]      HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES.  448 

On  motioii  of  Mr.  Wisner,  said  resolution  was  laid  upon  the 
table. 

Mr.  Alden,  from  the  committee  on  education^  reported  a  bill 
entitled  "  An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  '  An  act  to  provide  for 
the  OTganizatiOD  and  government  of  the  university  of  Michigan/ 
approved  March  18th,  1887,''  which  was  read  the  first  and  se- 
cond time  and  laid  upon  the  table. 

On  motionof  Mr.  Alden,the  twenty-first  rule,  was  suspended,  and 
he  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  entitled  ^  An  act  to 
amend  an  act  entitled  *  An  act  to  provide  for  the  organization  and 
support  of  primary  schools.' "  Said  bill  was  read  the  first  and 
flocond  time  and  laid  upon  the  table. 

The  bill  firom  the  Senate,  entitled  ^  A  bill  amendatwy  to  an 
aet  entitled '  An  act  to  regulate  general  elections,' "  was  taken  up 
and  read  the  first  and  second  time,  and 

On  moti(»i  of  Mr.  Alden,  committed  to  a  committee  of  the 
whole  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Alden, 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  upon 
the  last  above  named  bill,  Mr.  Ely  in  the  chair,  and  after  re- 
maining some  time  therein,  the  committee  rose  and  reported 
the  same  to  the  House,  With  an  amendment,  which  was  concur* 
red  in.    Said  bill  was  then. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Alden,  referred  to  a  select  committee  of  three 
members,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Alden,  McGafley  and  Cornell. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Finch, 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  Mr. 
Burbank  in  the  chair,  upon  the  bill  entitled  '*  An  act  suspending 
certain  provisions  of  law  in  relation  to  banks,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses," and  after  spending  some  time  therein,  the  committee  rose 
and  reported  progress,  and  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lothrop,  the  twenty-first  rule  was  suspemied, 
and  he  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  entitled  "A  bill 
to  amend  an  act  entitled  *  An  act  to  organize  and  regulate  bank- 
ing associations,' "  which  was  read  the  first  and  second  time,  and 
lud  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Finch,  the  House  adjourned  until  3  o'clock 
P.M. 
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AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
The  following  message  from  the  Senate  was  received  through 
their  secretary : 

Mr.  Speaker — In  pursuance  of  the  rules  of  the  Senate,  I  here- 
with transmit  a  resolution  relative  to  the  adjournment  of  the  legis- 
lature, which  has  passed  the  Senate,  and  in  which  the  concur- 
rence of  the  House  of  Representatives  is  respectfully  requested.  I 
also  herewith  return,  vdthout  amendment,  the  bill  entitled  ^  A  biH 
to  enable  the  inhabitants  of  the  township  of  Orange  to  elect  town- 
ship officers,  and  for  other  purposes." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lothrop^  the  House  resumed,  in  committee 
of  the  whole,  Mr.  Burbank  in  the  chair,  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  entitled  ^  An  act  suspending  certain  provisions  of  law  in  re- 
lation to  banks,  and  for  other  purposes,"  and  after  spending  some 
time  therein,  the  committee  rose  and  reported  progress,  and  ask- 
ed and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ely,  the  House  adjourned  until  10  o'dock 
lo-mcxTow  morning. 


FVidttgf  Jum  16. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment 

The  roll  being  called,  the  following  members  were  absent; 
Messrs.  Ferrington,  Monfore,  Mosely  and  Jos.  SmitL 

Mr.  Thayer  asked  and  obtained  leave  of  absence  for  Mr.  Fer- 
rington. 

The  journal  of  yesterday  having  been  read, 

Mr.  Ballard,  of  Lenawee,  presented  the  petition  of  D.  Fittman, 
praying  the  passage  of  an  act  authorizing  the  payment  of  a  cer- 
tain claim.    Referred  to  the  committee  on  claims. 

Mr.  Lee,  of  Washtenaw,  presented  the  petiticm  of  Emery  Beal 
and  others,  praying  the  appointment  of  ^a  commissioner  to  lay  out 
a  certain  road,  in  the  place  of  Alanson  Grossman,  who  is  unable 
to  act  on  account  of  ill  health.  Referred  to  the  committee  on 
roads  and  bridges. 
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Mr.  Lotting,  from  the  cominittee  on  enrolment,  reported  as 
•ccHTectly  enrolled,  a  bill  entitled  *^  An  act  to  enable  the  inhabit 
tants  of  the  township  of  Orange  to  elect  township  officers,  and 
for  other  purposes." 

Mr,  Alden,  from  the  select  committee  to  which  was  referred 
the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ^  A  bill  amendatory  to  an  act 
entitled '  An  act  to  regulate  general  elections,'"  reported  the  same 
to  the  House  with  sundry  amendments. 

Said  bill  and  amendments  were,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Alden,  laid 
upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Cpessey  oflered  the  following  resolution,  and  moFed  its 
adoption: 

Besolvedy  That  George  Morell  be  at  liberty  to  appear  by 
counsel  before  the  committee  appointed  to  investigate  the  charges 
preferred  against  him  by  a  member  of  this  House,  and  that  the 
Speaker  ci  this  House  is  hereby  directed  to  issue  process  for  the 
attendance  of  such  witnesses  as  the  accused  may  desire  to  appear 
before  said  committee,  and  any  neglect  on  the  part  of  such  wit. 
aesses  to  appear,  or  refusal  to  testiiy,  shall  be  deemed  a  contempt 
of  this  House,  and  may  be  punished  accordingly. 

Mr.  Ward  moved  to  amend  said  resolution,  by  adding  the  fol- 
lowing: 

^  And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  committee  to  inform  (he  said 
GeoTgs  Morell  the  time  and  place  of  meeting  of  said  committee 
together  with  the  charges  to  be  preferred."  * 

Mr.  Cressey  accepted  the  amendment,  and  said  resolution  as 
amended  was  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bingham,  the  twenty*iirst  rule  was  suspend- 
^  and  he  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill,  entitled 
^  An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  'An  act  to  amend  an  act  end* 
tied  'An  act  to  amend  an  act  to  oi^ganize  the  supreme  court  and 
establish  circuit  courts,' '  approved  July  26th,  1836," 

Said  bill  was  read  the  first  and  second  time,  and  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Bingham,  the  twenty-second  rule  was  suspended,  and  said 
bill  was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lothrop,  the  bill  entitled  "  An  act  to  amend 
an  act  entitied  '  An  act  to  provide  for  the  disposition  of  the  uni- 
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Teraty  and  primary  school  lands,  and  for  other  pnrpoies,' "  was 
taken  up  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading  to-day. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lothrop,  the  engrossed  bill,  entitled  as  last 
above  named,  was  taken  up  for  a  third  reading. 

The  Speaker  (Mr.  Ward  in  the  chair,)  moved  to  strike  out  the 
first  section  of  said  bill,  which  was  negatived. 

On  motion  of  the  Speaker,  the  first  secticm  of  said  bill  was 
amended  by  adding  thereto  the  following :  **  And  one-tenth  annu> 
ally  thereafler,  with  interest  thereon,  at  the  rate  of  seven  per 
centum  per  annum,  until  the  whole  is  paid.** 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lothrop,  said  bill  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

The  bill  entitled  ^  An  act  suspending  certain  provinons  of  law 
in  relation  to  banks,  and  for  other  purposes,**  coming  under  the 
general  orders  of  the  day,  was  taken  up,  and  on  motion  o(  the 
Speaker,  it  was 

Resolvedf  That  the  committee  of  the  whole  be  disdiaiged  fixxn 
the  further  consideration  of  the  bill  suspending  certain  provisioiis 
of  law  in  relation  to  banks,  and  for  other  purposes ;  and  that  the 
said  bill,  with  the  amendment  made  in  committee  of  the  wholes 
be  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  consist  of  seven  membersy 
who  shall  have  authority  to  sit  during  the  sessicxi  of  the  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Eongsley,  the  bill  entitled  '^  An  act  to  amend 
an  act  entitled  '  An  act  concerning  mortgages,'  approved  April 
10,  ISSS,**  was  taken  up  and  referred  to  the  select  commitlae 
contemplated  by  the  above  resolution. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lothrop, 

The  llouse  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  Mr. 
Butler  in  the  chair,  upon  the  bUl,  entitled  ^  An  act  to  amend  an 
act  entitled  ^  An  act  to  organize  and  regulate  banking  associa* 
tions,' "  and  after  spending  some  time  therein,  the  coomiittee  rose 
and  reported  progress,  and  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 

The  Chair  announced  the  following  committee,  in  pursuance  of 
the  resolution  offered  by  him  this  momiqg:  Messrs.  Kingsley, 
Ward,  Wing,  Cornell,  Alden,  Eldred  and  Buriiank. 

On  motion,  the  House  adjourned  until  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 
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AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjoununent 

Oa  moti<xi  of  Mr.  Ely,  the  House  took  up  and  considered  as 
in  committee  of  the  whole,  the  bill  entitled  **  An  act  to  amend  an 
act  entitled  '  An  act  to  provide  for  the  organization  and  govern- 
ment of  the  university  of  Michigan.' " 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lothrop,  the  third  section  of  said  bill  was 
amended  by  striking  out  the  words,  **  create  such  professorships 
as  they  shidl  deem  requisite,"  in  the  first  and  second  line,  and  in- 
sert, after  the  word  ^  to,"  in  the  first  line,  the  words,  *"  prescribe 
the  duties  of  each  professor." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Felch,  said  bill  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  LiOthrop,  the  bill  frcxn  the  Senate,  entitled 
^  An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  '  An  act  to  r^ulate  general 
elections,'"  with  the  amendments  made  thereto  by  the  select 
committee  to  which  the  same  was  referred,  was  taken  up  for  con* 
sideration. 

The  question  being  upon  concurring  in  the  following  amend- 
ment made  by  the  select  committee,  viz :  to  strike  out  after  the 
word  **  held,"  in  the  ninth  line,  and  the  word  **  in,"  where  it  last 
occurs  in  the  tenth  line  of  the  first  section,  so  that  it  shall  read, 
**  shall  be  held  every  two  years  on  the  first  Monday  of  Novem- 
ber, and  on  the  following  day,  commencing  in  the  year  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  thirty  eight,"  il  was  concurred  in. 

The  question  being  upon  concurring  in  the  following  amend- 
ment, viz :  to  strike  out  the  second  section  and  insert  in  lieu 
thereof,  the  fdlowing :  **  the  said  act  shall  be  further  amended  so 
that  the  word  ^  first,'  in  the  twenty-eighth  section  of  the  act  to 
winch  this  is  amendatory,  shall  read  *  fourth,' "  it  was  concurred 
in. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lothrop,  said  bill  was  further  amended  by 
striking  out  all  after  the  word  "  occur,"  in  the  eighth  line,  to  tli^ 
word  **  shall,"  in  the  ninth  line  of  the  first  section.  Said  bill  was 
then  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lothrop, 

The  House  resumed,  in  committee  of  the  whole,  Mr.  Cressey 
in  the  chair,  the  consideration  of  the;  bill,  entitled  **  A  bill  to  amend 
an  act  entitled  '  An  act  to  organize  and  regulate  banking  asso- 
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ciations,' "  and  after  spendiiig  some  time  therein,  the  committee 

rose  and  reported  the  same  to  the  House  with  sundry  amende 

mentSy  wliich  were  concurred  in. 

Mr.  Kellogg  moved  further  to  amend  said  bill  by  striking  out 

the  words  '*  once  and  a  half/'  in  the  third  and  fifth  lines  of  the 

fourth  section,  and  insert  the  word  ''twice/'  in  heu  thereof,  which 

was,  on  motion  of  Mr*  Lothrop,  decided  by  yeas  and  nays  iatbe 

affirmative,  as  follows : 

YEAS. 

Mr.  Finch, 

Mr.  Foote, 

Mr.  Gilbert, 

Mr.  Herrington, 

Mr.  Kellogg, 

Mr.  King, 

Mr.  Martin,  QO 

NAYS. 

Mr.  Purdv, 

Mr.  Ralph, 

Mr.  Job  Smith, 

Mr.  Shellhouse,  "  1 1 

Mr.  Kellogg  moved  farther  to  amend  said  bill  by  inserting  af- 
ter the  word  '•twice"  in  the  third  line  of  the  fifth  section,  the  words^ 
**  and  a  half,"  which  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Bingham,  decided  by 
yeas  and  nays  in  the  negaUve,  as  follows : 


Mr.  Almy, 
Mr.  Bingham, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Colbath, 
Mr.  Ely, 
Mr.  Felch, 
Mr.  Farrington, 

Mr.  Cressey, 
Mr.  Haskins, 
Mr.  Lothrop, 
Mr.  Munger, 


Mr.  McGafiey, 
Mr.  McKeen, 
Mr.  M'Camly, 
Mr.  PhUlips, 
Mr.  Wisner, 
Mr.  Yerkes, 


Mr.  Thayer, 
Mr.  Ward, 
Mr.  Speaker, 


YEAS. 

Mr.  Foote, 
Mr.  Gilbert, 
Mr.  Kellogg, 
Mr.  King, 
Mr.  Martin, 

NAYS. 

Mr.  Lothrop, 
Mr.  Munger, 
Mr.  Purdv, 
Mr.  Ralph, 
Mr.  Job  Smith, 


Mr.  McGafiey, 
Mr.  McKeen, 
Mr.  McCamly, 
Mr.  Phillips, 
Mr.  Wisner, 
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Mr.  Almy, 
Mr.  Colbath, 
Mr.  Felch, 
Mr.  Farrington, 
Mr.  Finch, 

Mr.  BiDcham, 
Mr.  Bui^e, 
Mr.  Cressey, 
Mr.  Ely, 
Mr.  Herrington, 
Mr.  Haskins, 

Mr.  McKeen  moved  to  lay  said  bill  on  the  table^  which  was 
negatived. 


Mr.  Shellhouse, 
Mr.  Thayer, 
Mr.  Ward, 
Mr.  Yerkes, 
Mr.  Speaker, 
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Mr.  Finch  moved  its  reference  to  the  select  committee  appoint^ 
ed  this  morning,  which  was  negatived. 

Mr.  McKeen  moved  its  reference  to  the  committee  on  banks 
and  incorporations,  which  was  negatived. 

Said  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

At  the  request  of  the  Chair,  Mr.  Ward  moved  that  the  House 
elect  the  select  committee  to  be  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  reso- 
lution inquiring  into  the  official  conduct  of  George  Morell,  judge  of 
the  first  circuit,  which  motion  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Bingham, 
decided  by  yeas  and  nays  in  the  affirmative,  as  follows : 

YEAS. 

Mr.  Gflbert, 
Mr.  Herrington, 
Mr.  Kellcgg, 
Mr.  I^throp, 
Mr.  Mun^r, 
Mr.  Martin, 
Mr.  McKeen, 

NAYS. 

Mr.  Foote, 
Mr.  Haskins, 
Mr.  McGaffey, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ward,  the  twenty-first  rule  was  suspended, 
and  he  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  entitled  ^  A  bill 
to  amend  an  act  entitled  'An  act  to  establish  branches  of  the  Baidt 
of  Michigan,  Farmers^  and  mechanics'  bank,  and  Bank  of  River 
Raisin.' " 

Said  bill  was  read  the  first  and  second  time  and  laid  on  the 
table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Thayer,  the  House  ac^umed. 


Mr.  Almy, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Cressev, 

Mr.  Cornell, 
Mr.  Ely, 
Mr.  Pelch, 
Mr.  Farrington, 

Mr.  Bingham, 
Mr.  Ballard, 
Mr.  Colbath, 


Mr.  McCamly, 
Mr.  Purdv, 
Mr.  Ralph, 
Mr.  Job  Smith, 
Mr.  Shellhouse, 
Mr.  Thayer, 
Mr.  Ward, 


Mr.  Phillips, 
Mr.  Yerkes, 


21 
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Saiurdat/yJune  17. 
The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment 
The  roll  being  called,  the  following  members  were  absent : 
Messrs.  Almy,  Eldred,  Kingsley,  Munger,  Monfore,  Jos.  Smith 
and  Wing. 

Mr.  Gilbert  asked  and  obtained  leave  of  absence  for  Mr.  Mon- 
fore. 

67 
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The  journal  of  yesterday  having  been  read, 

Mr.  Colbath  gave  notice  that  he  should*  on  a  future  day,  ask 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  incorporate  the  village  of  Havre. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Burbank,  the  House  took  up.for  consideration 
the  resolution  from  the  Senate,  relative  to  the  adjoumnoent  of  the 
legislature. 

Mr.  Burbank  moved  to  strike  out  **  nineteenth"  in  said  lesolo* 
tion,  and  insert  *^  twentieth,"  which  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Felch,  the  word  '^  twentieth"  was  tftiicken 
out  of  said  resolution. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Alden,  the  further  consideration  of  the  reso- 
lution was  postponed  until  Monday  next 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bingham,  the  House  proceeded  in  pursuance 
of  the  resolution  yesterday  adopted,  to  the  election  of  the  com- 
mittee to  investigate  the  official  conduct  of  George  Morell,  one 
of  the  justices  of  the  supreme  court  and  judge  of  the  &st  circuit, 
whereupon, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Finch,  the  following  members  were  elected 
viva  voce^  as  said  committee,  Messrs.  Wisner,  Felch,  Ely,  Lothrop^ 
and  Ward. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Felch,  the  bill  yesterday  laid  upon  the  table, 
entitled  **  An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  'An  act  to  provide  for 
the  organization  and  government  of  the  university  of  Michigan,*  ^ 
was  taken  up  and  considered  as  in  committee  of  the  whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Felch,  said  bill  was  further  amended  by  sub- 
stituting the  following  in  place  of  the  third  section : 

Sec.  3.  **  The  regents  shall  have  power  to  assign  to  any  pro- 
fessor appointed  agreeably  to  the  act  to  which  this  is  amendatory, 
the  duties  pertaining  to  any  vacant  professorship  of  the  university 
and  to  establish  branches  thereof  without  further  authority  of  the 
legislature  in  the  several  counties  in  this  state,  under  the  regula* 
tions  and  restrictions  in  said  act  recited." 

On  motion  of  the  Speaker,  said  bill  was  further  amended  by 
inserting  the  following  to  stand  as  the  fourth  section :  **  The  board 
of  regents  shall  have  authority  to  expend  so  much  of  the  interest 
arising  from  the  university  fund  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  pur- 
chase of  philosophical  and  other  apparatus,  a  library,  and  cabinet 
of  natural  history."    Said  bill  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Felch, 
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ordered  to  be  engrosBed  for  a  third  reading.  The  engrosaed  bUl 
entitled  as  bst  above  mentioned  was  taken  up,  read  a  third  tiiiie» 
and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Alden, 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  wbole^  Mr. 
Cressey  in  the  chair,  upon  the  bill  entitled  "  A  bill  to  amend  an 
act  entitled  '  An  act  to  provide  for  the  organization  and  support  of 
primary  schools/''  and,  after  spending  some  time  therein,  the 
committee  rose  and  reported  the  same  to  the  House  without 
amendment 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McGaffey,  said  bill  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a  third  reading. 

The  engrossed  bill  entitled  as  last  above  mentioned  was,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Finch,  taken  up,  and  the  twenty-second  rule  sus- 
pended, and  said  bill  was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ward,  the  bill  entitled  **  A  bUl  to  amend  an 
act  ^ititled '  An  act  to  establish  branches  of  the  Bank  of  Michigan, 
Farmers'  and  mechanics'  bank,  and  Bank  of  River  Raisin,"* 
was  taken  up  and  considered  as  in  committee  of  the  whde. 
'  On  motion  of  Mr.  Ward,  said  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading. 

The  engrossed  bill  entitled  as  last  above  mentioned  was,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Ward,  taken  up,  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the  Executive  dirough 
Mr.  Jackson,  his  private  secretary : 
7b  the  Home  of  Representatives: — 

I  have  this  day  approved  and  filed  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary 
of  State  *^  An  act  to  enable  the  inhabitants  of  the  township  of  Orange 
to  elect  township  officers,  and  for  other  purposes." 

STEVENS  T.  MASON. 

June  11th,  1837. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Kellogg,  the  House  adjourned  until  3  o'clock, 
this  afternoon. 

AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

Mr.  Kingsley,  from  the  select  committee  to  which  was  referred 
the  following  entitled  bills,  viz:  "An  act  suspending  certain  pro- 
visions of  law  in  relation  to  banks,  and  for  other  purposes,*  and 
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"^Atk  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  'An  act  conoeraii^  inortgagei»' 
approved  April  10th,  1833,"  reported  the  same  to  the  House  ivhh 
sundry  amendments  as  substitutes  to  said  bills. 

Mr.  Thayer  moved  that  the  first  above  named  bill  be  laid  upon 
the  table,  and  that  the  amendments  to  the  same  be  printed,  which 
motion  was  negatived. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ward, 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whcrfe,  Mr- 
Burbank  in  the  chair,  upon  the  said  first  above  named  bill,  and 
after  spending  some  time  therein,  the  committee  rose  and  report- 
ed  the  same  to  the  House  with  an  amendment,  which  was  ooocur- 
red  in. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Kingsley,  said  bill  and  amendments  were 
hiid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  substitute  to  the  last  above  named  bill  was,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Kingsley,  taken  up,  read  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  following  message  from  the  Senate  was  recdved  through 
their  secretary : 

Mr.  Spsaioir — In  pursuance  of  the  rules  of  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives, I  herewith  return  die  bill  entitled  ^A  bill  amendato- 
ry to  an  act  entitled  'An  act  to  regulate  general  elections,'"  with 
oertain  amendments  by  the  Senate  to  the  third  and  fourth  amend- 
ments made  to  said  biU  by  the  House  of  Representatives. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ''A  bill  amendatory  to  an  act 
entitled  'An  act  to  regulate  general  elections,"  with  the  amend* 
ments  made  thereto  by  the  House  and  the  amendments  made  by 
the  Senate  to  said  amendments,  was  taken  up  for  consideration, 
and  on  motion,  the  first  amendment  made  by  the  Senate  was  con* 
curred  in. 

The  question  being  upon  concurring  in  the  second  amendment 
made  by  the  Senate,  viz :  to  strike  out ''  Monday,  the  17th  July 
.next,"  and  insert  '*  Monday,  the  seventh  day  of  August,  and  the  fol- 
lowing day,"  it  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Bingham,  (the  yeas  and  nays 
upon  his  motion  being  ordered)  non-con-curred  in,  as  follows : 

YEAS. 
Mr.  McGaflfey,  1 

NAYS. 
Mr.  AWen,  Mr.  Felch,  Mr.  Munger, 
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Hr.  Almy, 

Mr.  BroWn, 
Mr.  Bingham, 
Mr.  Burbank, 
Mr.  BaHard, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Cressey, 
Mr.  Cornell, 
Mr.  Colbath, 
Mr.  Eldred, 
Mr.  Ely, 


Mr.  Faitington, 
Mr.  Finch, 
Mr.  Foote, 
Mn  Gilbert, 
Mr,  Herrington, 
Mr.  Haskins, 
Mr.  Kelloffg, 
Mr.  Kingsley, 
Mr,  King, 
Mr.  Lee, 


Mr.  Martin, 
Mr.  McKeen, 
Mr.  McCamly, 
Mr.  Purdy, 
Mr.  Ralph, 
Mr.  Job  Smith, 
Mr.  Shellhouse, 
Mr.  Ward, 
Mr.  Yerkes, 
Mr.  Speaker, 


39 


Mr,  Lothrop, 

Mr.  Martin  gave  notice  that  on  some  future  day  he  should  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  provide  for  the  construction  of  a  bridge 
over  Conner's  creek,  on  the  extension  of  Jefferson  Avenue. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ward,  the  House  adyoumed  until  9  o'clock 
Oft  Monday  morning. 


Monday^  June  19. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  ac^ournment 

The  roll  being  called, (he  following  members  were  absent: 
Messrs.  Eldred,  McKeen,  Phillips  and 'Jos.  Smith. 

Mr.  Butler  asked  and  obtained  leave  of  absence  for  Mr.  El- 
dred. 

Mr.  Kingsley  presented  the  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the 
town  and  county  of  Ingham,  praying  the  passage  of  a  law  ap- 
pointing a  day  for  the  election  of  township  officers.  Referred 
to  the  committee  on  the  organization  of  towns  and  counties. 

Mr.  Cressey  presented  a  petition  of  Andrew  Backus,  praying 
for  the  settlement  of  his  claim.  Referred  to  the  committee  on 
claims. 

Mr.  Wing  presented  the  petition  of  Sophia  D.  Clark,  praying 
for  the  passage  of  an  act  for  her  relief.  Referred  to  the  commit- 
tee on  the  judiciary. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Burbank,  the  resolution  from  the  Senate,  re- 
lative to  the  adjournment  of  the  legislature,  was  taken  up  for 
consideration.  The  question  bebg  upon  filling  the  blank  in 
the  third  line,  Mr.  Burbank  moved  to  fill  the  blank  with  the 
words  '^  twenty-first,^  and  upon  motion  of  Mr.  Bingham,  the 
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''An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  'An  act  conoenuag  mortg^et»* 
approved  April  19th,  1833,^  reported  the  same  to  the  Houaewilh 
sundry  amendments  as  substitutes  to  said  bills. 

Mr.  Thayer  moved  that  the  first  above  named  bill  be  laid  upon 
the  table,  and  that  the  amendments  to  the  same  be  printed,  ^rtuch 
motioQ  was  negatived. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ward, 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whde,  Mr* 
Burbank  in  the  chair,  upon  the  said  first  above  named  bill,  and 
after  spending  some  time  therein,  the  committee  rose  and  report- 
ed  the  same  to  the  House  with  an  amendment,  which  was  concur- 
red in. 

On  moti<Hi  of  Mr.  Kingsley,  said  hill  and  amendments  were 
laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  substitute  to  the  last  above  named  bill  was,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Kingsley,  taken  up,  read  and  ordered  to  be  printed^ 

The  fbllowing  message  from  the  Senate  was  received  throu^ 
their  secretary : 

Mr.  Spbaksb — In  pursuance  of  the  rules  of  the  House  cf  Ba> 
presentatives,  I  herewith  return  die  bill  entitied  ''A  bill  amendato- 
ry to  an  act  entitled  'An  act  to  regulate  general  elections,'"  with 
certain  amendments  by  die  Senate  to  the  tlurd  and  fourth  amend- 
ments made  to  said  bill  by  the  House  of  Representatives. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ''A  bill  amendatory  to  an  act 
entitled  'An  act  to  regulate  general  elections,"  with  the  amend* 
ments  made  thereto  by  the  House  and  the  amendments  made  by 
the  Senate  to  said  amendments,  was  taken  up  for  consideration, 
and  on  motion,  the  first  amendment  made  by  the  Senate  was  con- 
curred in. 

The  question  being  upon  concurring  in  the  second  amendment 
made  by  the  Senate,  viz :  to  strike  out "  Monday,  the  17th  July 
.next,"  and  insert "  Monday,  the  seventh  day  of  Au^^t,  and  the  fol- 
lowing day,"  it  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Bingham,  (the  yeas  and  nays 
upon  his  motion  being  ordered)  non-con-curred  in,  as  follows : 

YEAS. 
Mr.  McGaffey,  1 

NAYS. 
Mr.  Alden,  Mr.  Felch,  Mr.  Mugger, 
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Mt.  Almy» 
Mr.  Brown, 
Mr.  Bingham, 
Mr.  Burbank, 
Mr.  BaRard, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Cressey, 
Mr.  Cornell, 
Mr.  Colbath, 
Mr.  Eldred, 
Mr.  Ely, 


Mr.  Farrington, 
Mr.  Finch, 

Mr.  Foote, 
Mr.  Gilbert, 
Mr.  Herrington, 
Mr,  Haskins, 
Mr.  Kellogg, 
Mr.  Kingsley, 
Mr.  King, 
Mr.  Lee, 


Mr.  Martin, 
Mr.  McKeen, 
Mr.  McCamly, 
Mr.  Purdv, 
Mr.  Ralph, 
Mr.  Job  Smith, 
Mr.  Shellhouse, 
Mr.  Ward, 
Mr.  Yerkes, 
Mr.  Speaker, 


Mr.  Lothrop,  35 

Mr.  Martin  gave  notice  that  on  some  future  day  he  rfiould  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  provide  for  the  construction  of  a  bri<i^ 
over  Conner's  creek,  on  the  extension  of  Jefferson  Avenue. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ward,  the  House  acyoumed  until  9  o'clock 
<HI  Monday  morning. 


Monday^  June  19. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  ai^ournment 

The  roll  being  called, the  following  members  were  absent; 
Messrs.  Eldred,  McKeen,  Phillips  and* Jos.  Smith. 

Mr.  Butler  asked  and  obtained  leave  of  absence  for  Mr.  El- 
dred. 

Mr.  Kingsley  presented  the  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the 
town  and  county  of  Ingham,  praying  the  passage  of  a  law  ap- 
pointing a  day  for  the  election  of  township  officers.  Referred 
to  the  committee  on  the  organization  of  towns  and  counties. 

Mr.  Cressey  presented  a  petition  of  Andrew  Backus,  praying 
for  the  settlement  of  his  claim.  Referred  to  the  committee  on 
claims. 

Mr.  Wing  presented  the  petition  of  Sophia  D.  Clark,  praying 
for  the  passage  of  an  act  for  her  relief.  Referred  to  the  commit- 
tee on  the  judiciary. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Burbank,  the  resolution  from  the  Senate,  re- 
lative to  the  adjournment  of  the  legislature,  was  taken  up  for 
consideration.  The  question  being  upon  filling  the  blank  in 
the  third  line,  Mr.  Burbank  moved  to  fill  the  blank  with  the 
words  '^  twenty-first,"  and  upon  motion  of  Mr.  Bingham,  the 
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question  was  decided  by  yeas  apd  nays  in  the  afiirmatiyey  as  fol- 
lows: 


Mr.  Alden,. 
Mr.  Brown, 
Mr.  Bingham, 
Mr:  Burbank, 
A(r-  Butler, 
Mr.  Ballard, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Cressey, 
Mr.  Calkin, 
Mr.  Cornell, 
Mr.  Colbath, 
Mr.  Ely, 
Mr.  Felch, 
Mr.  Farrington, 


YEAS. 

Mr.  Finch, 
Mr.  Foote, 
Mr.  Gilbert, 
Mr.  Herrington, 
Mr.  Howe, 
Mr.  Haskins, 
Mr.  Heatfi, 
Mr.  Kellogg, 
Mr.  KingSey, 
Mr.  King, 
Mr.  Lee, 
Mr.  Lothrop, 
Mr.  Munger, 

NAYS. 


Mr.  Martin, 
Mr.  McGaffey, 
Mr.  Purdy, 
Mr.  Ralph, 
Mr.  Job  Smith, 
Mr.  Shattuck, 
Mr.  Shellhouse, 
Mr.  Thayer, 
Mr.  Wing, 
Mr.  Wisner, 
Mr.  Ward, 
Mr.  Yerkes, 
Mr.  Speaker, 


40 


Said  resolution,  as  amended,  was  then  adopted. 

Mr.  Wisner  gave  notice  that  on  some  future  day  he  should  ask 
leave  to  introduce  "A  bill  to  prohibit  the  issuing  of  evidences  of 
debt,  by  individuals,  of  a  denomination  less  than  one  dollar,"  and 
to  provide  for  the  punishment  of  the  same. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ward,  the  twenty-first  rule  was  suspended, 
and  he  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  entitled  ''An 
act  amendatory  to  an  act  entitled  'An  act  to  authorize  the  boards 
of  supervisors  of  certain  counties  therein  named,  to  borrow  cer- 
tain sums  of  money,  and  for  other  purposes,'  approved  March  24, 
1836.'' 

Said  bill  was  read  the  first  and  second  time  and  laid  upon  the 
table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wing,  the  twenty-first  rule  was  suspended, 
and  he  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  entitled  "A  bill 
to  authorize  the  board  of  supervisors  of  Monroe  county  to  bor- 
row a  certain  sum  of  money." 

Said  bill  was  read  the  first  and  second  time  and  laid  upon  the 
table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lothrop,  the  engrossed  bill  entitled  "A  bill  to 
amend  an  act  entitled  'An  act  to  organize  and  regulate  banking 
associations,' "  was  taken  up  for  a  third  reading. 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  Cornell,  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  House 
being  obtained,  said  bill  was  further  amended,  by  inserting  the  fol- 
lowing, to  stand  as  the  second  section:  ^The  treasurer  to  be  ap- 
pointed under  the  second  section  of  the  act  to  which  this  is  amen- 
datory, shall  be  a  resident  of  the  county  where  such  applicatioD 
shall  be  made." 

The  question  being  upon  the  final  passage  of  said  bill,  it  was,  on 
motion  of  Mr*  Bingham,  decided  by  yeas  and  nays  intheaffirraa* 
tire,  as  follows : 


Mr.  Alden, 
Mr.  Binffham, 
Mr.  Bui^e, 
Mr.  Cressey, 

Mr.  Calkin, 
Mr.  Cornell, 
Mr.  Colbath, 
Mr.  Farrington, 

Mr.  Almy, 
Mr.  Brown, 
Mr.  Burbank, 
Mr.  Butler, 
Mr.  Ballard, 
Mr.  Ely, 
Mr.  Finch, 


YEAS. 

Mr.  Gilbert, 
Mr.  Howe, 
Mr.  Haskins, 
Mr.  Heath, 
Mr.  Lothrop, 
Mr.  Purdv, 
Mr.  Ralph, 

NAYS. 

Mr.  Foote, 
Mr.  Herrington, 
Mr.  Kellogg, 
Mr.  Kingsley, 
Mr.  King, 
Mr.  Munger, 


Mr.  Shellhouse, 
Mr.  Thayer, 
Mr.  Wing. 
Mr.  Wisner, 
Mr.  Ward, 
Mr.  Yerkes, 
Mr.  Speaker, 


22 


Mr.  Martin, 
Mr.  McGaflfey, 
Mr.  McCamly, 
Mr.  Mosely, 
Mr.  Job  Smithy 
Mr.  Shattuck, 


18 

Mr.  Martin,  from  previous  notice  given,  asked  and  obtained 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  entitled  •*A  bill  to  iMX)vide  for  the  con- 
struction of  a  bridge  over  Conner's  creek,  on  the  extension  rf  Jef- 
ferson avenue,"  which  bill  was  read  the  first  and  second  time,  and 
laid  upon  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lothrop,  the  engrossed  bill  heretofore  laid  up- 
on the  table,  entitled  ''A  bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled  'An  act  to 
provide  for  the  disposition  of  the  university  and  school  lands,  and 
for  other  purposes,"  was  taken  up,  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Felch,  the  bill  entitled  ''A  bill  suspending  for 
a  limited  time  certain  provisions  of  law,  and  for  other  purposes,** 
was  taken  up  for  consideration. 

Mr.  Ballard  moved  to  amend  said  bill  by  striking  out  the  word 
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'^hemAer"  in  the  second  line  of  the  third  bbcSobi^  ami  insert  the^ 
Mowing:  ^during  the  suspension  of  specie  pajrmeBt/^ 

Mr.  Burbank  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  by  substitutii^ 
the  following  for  the  third  section : 

^  The  resd  and  personal  property  of  every  director  of  any  bank 
availing  itself  of  the  provisions  of  this  act,  shall  be,  and  hereby  is,, 
made  liable  for  the  redemption  of  all  notes  and  bills  by  such  banks^ 
inued ;  and  the  real  and  personal  property  of  the  individual  di* 
rectors  of  any  such  bank,  shall,  in  the  same  manner,  be  subject  to- 
execution,  sued  out  against  such  bank  in  its  corporate  capoci^t 
as  the  real  and  personal  property  of  such  bank :  Prcuvided,  that 
property  sufficient  to  satisfy  such  execution  belonging  to  such  cor- 
poration cannot  be  found." 

The  question  Ibeing  upon  the  amendment  to  the  amendment,  it 

was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Bingham,  decided  by  yeas  and  nays  in  the 

negative,  as  follows : 

YEAS. 

Mr.  Colbath, 
Mr.  Haskins, 
Mr.  Heath, 


Mr.  Brown, 
Mr.  Binffham, 
Mr.  Buroank, 
Mr.  Calkin, 


Mr.  Munger, 
Mr.  Wisner, 
Mr.  Yerkes^ 


lO 


Mr.  Alden, 
Mr.  Almy, 
Mr.  Butler, 
Mr.  Ballaid, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Cressev, 
Mr.  Cornell, 
Mr.  Ely, 
Mr.  Felch, 
Mr«  Farrington, 
Mr.  Finch, 
Mr.  Foote, 


NAYS. 

Mr.  Gilbert, 
Mr.  Uerrington, 
Mr.  Howe, 
Mr.  Kdllocg, 
Mr,  Kings^, 
Mr.  King, 
Mr.  Lee, 
Mr.  Lothrop, 
Mr.  Levake, 
Mr.  Martin, 
Mr.  McGaffey, 


Mr.  McKeen, 
Mr.  McCamly, 
Mr.  Mosely, 
Mr.  Purdv, 
Mr.  Ralph, 
Mr.  Shattucky 
Mr.  Shellhou 
Mr.  Thayer, 
Mr.  Wim;, 
Mr.  Ward, 
Mr.  Speaker, 


34 

The  question  recurring  upon  the  amendment  oflfered  by  Mr. 
Ballard,  it  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Bingham,  decided  by  yeas  and 
nays  in  the  negative,  as  follows  : 

YEAS. 

Mr.  Almy,  Mr.  Cressey, 

Mr.  Brown,  Mr.  Colbath, 

Mr.  Burbank,  Mr.  Ely, 


Mr.  McGaflfey, 
Mr.  McKeen, 
Mr.  McCamly, 
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Mr.  Butler, 
Mr.  Ballard, 

Mr.  Alden, 
Mr.  Bii^am, 
Mr.  Calkin, 
Mr.  Cornell, 
Mr.  Felch, 
Mr.  Farrington, 
Mr.  Foote, 
Mr.  Gilbert, 
Mr.  Herrington, 

On  motion  of  Mr. 

P.M. 


Mr.  Finch, 

Mr.  King, 

NAYS. 

Mr.  Howe, 
Mr.  Haskins, 
Mr.  Heath, 
Mr.  Kello^, 
Mr.  Kingsley, 
Mr.  Lee, 
Mr.  Lothropi 
Mr.  Levake, 
Mr.  Munger, 

Wisner,  the  House 


Mr.  Mosely, 
Mr.  Wisner, 


U 


Mr.  Martin, 

Mr.  Purdy, 

Mr.  Ralph, 

Mr.  Shattuck, 

Mr.  SheOhouie, 

Mr.  Thayer, 

Mr.Waid, 

Mr.  Yerkes, 

Mr.  Speaker,         27 

adjourned  until  So^ciock, 


AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

t. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment 

The  unfinished  business  of  the  morning,  the  Gonaderatkm  of 
the  UQ  entitled  "^  A  bill  suspending  for  alimited  time  certain  pro- 
vifltons  of  law,  and  for  other  purposes,"  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  Cressey  moved  to  amend  the  third  section  of  sakl  bill,  by 
striking  out  the  ratio  of  circulation  provided  in  said  section,  and 
fix  the  ratio  of  circulation  as  follows :  **  Banks  having  a  c^Mtal 
paid  in  of  twenty  thousand  dollars,  a  circulation  of  forty  thousand 
dollars ;  twenty-three  thousand  dollars,  a  circulation  of  forty-five 
thousand  dollars ;  thirty  thousand  dollars,  a  circulation  of  fifty 
thousand  dollars ;  fifty  thousand  dollars,  a  circulation  of  eighty 
thousand  dollars;  sixty-five  thousand  dollars,  a  circulation  of 
eighty-five  thousand  ddlars ;  one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  a  cir- 
culation of  one  hundred  and  fifteen  thousand  ddlars ;  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  a  circulation  of  one  hundred  and 
sixty  thousand  dollars  ;  two  hundred  thousand  dollars,  a  circula- 
tion  of  two  hundred  thousand  dollars ;  four  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars, a  circulation  of  three  hundred  and  ninety  thousand  dollars ; 
five  hundred  thousand  dollars,  a  circulation  of  four  hundred  and 
ninety  thousand  dollars. 

The  questicm  being  upon  agreeing  to  the  above  amendment,  it 
vras,  upon  motion  of  Mr.  Cressey,  decided  by  yeas  and  nays  in 
the  negative,  as  follows : 
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Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Cressey, 
Mr.  Felch, 

Mr.  Farringtoiv 
Mr.  GUbert, 

Mr.  Alden, 
Mr.  Almy, 
Mr.  Burbank, 
Mr.  Butler, 
Mr.  Ballard, 
Mr.  Calkin, 
Mr.  CcMmell, 
Mr.  Ely, 


YEA& 

Mr.  King, 
Mr.  Lotm-op^ 
Mr.  McGaffey, 
Mr.  Mosely, 

NAYS. 

Mr.  Finch, 
Mr.  Foote, 
Mr.  Herrington, 
Mr.  Haskins, 
Mr.  Kelloffg, 
Mr.  KingSey, 
Mr.  Munger, 


Mr.  Ralph, 
Mr.  Wisner, 
Mr.  Ward, 
Mr.  Speaker, 


13 


Mr.  Martin, 
Mr.  Purdy, 
Mr.  Job  Smid^ 
Mr.  Shattuck, 
Mr.  Shellhouse, 
Mr.  Thayer, 
Mr.  Yerkes, 


22 


Mr.  Lothrop  moved  further  to  amend  ^d  bill,  by  inserting^ 
the  following,  to  stand  as  the  twelfth  section : 

^Sec.  12.  The  Bank  Commissioner  shall  receive,  in  addition 
to  the  salary  now  allowed  him  by  law,  the  sum  of  four  huadied 
dollars,  which  shall  be  paid  him  out  of  any  moneys  in  the  trea- 
sury not  otherwise  appropriated  ;  and  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
munerating the  treasury,  every  bank,  not  subject  to  the  provi- 
sions of  an  act  to  create  a  fund  for  the  ben^t  of  creditors  (rf^cer- 
tam  moneyed  colorations,  passed  March  28th,  1886,  shaH,  with- 
in sixty  days  after  availing  themselves  of  the  provisions  of  thiB 
act,  pay  into  the  treasury  of  this  state,  one-half  of  one  per  cent 
on  the  capital  stock  of  the  bank  actually  paid  in." 

The  question  being  upon  agreeing  to  the  above  amendment,  it 
was  decided  in  the  negative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Felch,  said  bill  was  amended,  by  inserting 
after  the  woAl  ^  maker,"  in  the  sixth  line  of  the  second  sectioD, 
the  words  "  or  endorsers." 

On  nnotion  of  Mr.  Wing,  said  bill  was  further  amended,  by 
striking  out  all  of  the  second  section  to  the  word  '^in,"  in  the 
fourth  line  of  said  section. 

Mr.  Felch  moved  further  to  amend,  by  striking  out  in  the 
third  line  of  the  eighth  section,  the  words  **  so  much  of;"  also,  all 
of  said  section  after  the  word  **  six,"  in  the  fourth  line,  wfajdi  mo- 
tion was  negatived. 

Mr.  Ballard  moved  further  to  amend,  by  striking  out  the  words 
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« 

^  dard  and,**  in  the  second  line  of  the  eleventh  aectioDf  aiyl  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Bioghatni  tfa^  question  was  decided  by  yeas  aad 
nays  in  the  negative,  as  follows : 


Mr.  Butler, 
Mr.  Ballard, 
Mr.  Cressey, 
Mr.  Farrington, 
Mr.  Finch, 
Mr.  Haskbs, 


YEAS, 

Mr.  Kellogg, 
Mr.  King, 
Mr.  Lee, 
Mr.  Martin, 
Mr.  McGaffey, 
Mr.  McGamly, 

NAYS. 


Mr.  Mosely, 
Mr.  Ralph, 
Mr.  Thayer, 
Mr.  Wing, 
Mr.  Wisner, 


17 


Mr.  Alden, 
Mr.  Almy, 
Mr.  Brown, 
Mr.  Bingham, 
Mr.  Buiioank, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Calkin, 
Mr.  Cornell, 
Mr.  Colbath, 


Mr.  McKeen, 
Mr.  Purdy, 
Mr.  Phillips, 
Mr.  Job  Smith, 
Mr.  Shattuck. 
Mr.  Shellhouse, 
Mr.  Ward, 
Mr.  Yerkes, 
Mr.  Speaker, 


Mr.  Ely, 

Mr.  Felch, 

Mr.  Foote, 

Mr.  Gilbert, 

Mr.  Herrington, 

Mr.  Howe, 

Mr.  Heath, 

Mr.  Lothrop, 

Mr.  Munger,  Mr.  Speaker,         27 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wing,  said  bill  was  further  amended,  by 
inserting  the  following,  to  stand  as  the  eleventh  section :  "  That 
the  several  banks  of  this  state  not  subject  to  the  provisions  of  the 
law  creating  a  fund  for  the  benefit  of  certain  moneyed  corpora- 
tions, and  which  shall  avail  themselves  of  the  provisions  of  this 
law,  shall  severally  be  required  to  pay  inlo  the  treasury  of  this 
state  such  sum  in  proportion  to  the  amount  of  their  stock' paid^ 
as  appears  by  the  report  of  the  Bank  Commissioner  accompany- 
ing the  message  of  the  Governor,  as  shall  in  the  whole  amount  to 
the  sum  of  dollars,  which  sum  shall  be  paid  in  quarterly  pay- 
ments to  the  Bank  Commissioner  as  an  additional  compensation 
for  his  services. 

Mr.  Ward  moved  to  fill  the  blank  in  the  eleventh  section  witli 
one  thousand  dollars,  which  was  negatived 

Mr.  Cornell  moved  to  fill  the  blank  with  five  hundred  dollanu 

Mr.  Alden  moved  to  fill  the  blank  with  seven  hundred  dollaiis, 
which  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  blank  filled  with  $even 
hundred. 

Mr.  Butler  moved  further  to  amend  said  bill,  by  striking  out 
all  of  the  twelfth  section  after  the  word  "  ne^t,"  ii?  the  second 
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line  of  the  same ;  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Bingham,  the  quesCioD 
wai  decided  by  yeas  and  nays  in  the  negative,  as  follows : 


Mr.  Butler, 
Mr.  Ballard, 
Mr.  Cressey, 
Mr.  Ely, 
Mr.  Finch, 
Mr.  Gilbert, 

Mr.  Alden, 
Mr.  Almy, 
Mr.  Brown, 
Mr.  Bingham, 
Mr.  Burmmk, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Calkin, 
Mr.- Cornell, 
Mr.  Colbath, 


YEAS. 

Mr.  Haskins, 
Mr.  Kelloeg, 
Mr.  iving, 
Mr.  McGaflfey, 
Mr.  McKeen, 

NAYS. 

Mr.  Felch, 
Mr.  Farrington, 
Mr.  Foote, 
Mr.  Herrington 
Mr.  Howe, 
Mr.  Heath, 
Mr.  I-ree, 


Mr.  McCamly, 
Mr.  Mosely, 
Mr,  Purdy, 
Mr.  Shattuck, 
Mr.  Wing, 


Mr.  Martin, 
Mr.  Phillips, 
Mr.  Ralph, 
Mr.  Job  Smith, 
Mr.  Shellhouse, 
Mr.  Wisner, 
Mr.  Ward, 
Mr.  Yerkes, 
Mr.  Speaker, 


16 


Mr.  Lothrop, 

Mr.  Munger,  Mr.  Speaker,         27 

Mr.  Bingham  moved  further  to  amend  said  bill,  by  insertir^ 
after  the  word  **  specie,"  in  the  sixth  line  of  the  first  section,  the 
words  ^  of  the  amount  of  two  dollars  and  upwards ;"  and  on  his 
motion,  the  question  was  decided  by  yeas  and  nays  in  the  nega- 
tive, as  follows : 


Mr.  Almy, 
Mr.  Brown, 
Mr.  Binfffaam, 
Mr.  Bune, 
Mr.  Cressey, 

Mr.  Alden, 
Mr.  Burbank, 
Mr.  Butler, 
Mr.  Ballard, 
Mr.  ComeQ, 
Mr.  Cdbath, 
Mr.  Ely, 
Ifr.  Felch, 
Mr.  Farnngton, 


YEAS. 

Mr.  Foote, 
Mr.  Heath, 
Mr.  Lothrop, 
Mr.  McKeen, 
Mr.  PhilUps, 

NAYS. 

Mr.  Finch, 
Mr.  Herrington, 
Mr.  KeHogg, 
Mr.  Kingdey, 
Mr.  King, 
Mr.  Lee, 
Mr.  Mun^r, 
Mr.  Martm, 


Mr.  Job  Smith, 
Mr.  Thayer, 
Mr.  Wisner, 
Mr.  Yerkes, 
Mr.  Speaker, 

Mr.  McCamly, 
Mr.  Mosely, 
Mr.  Purdy, 
Mr.  Ralph, 
Mr.  Shattuck, 
Mr.,  Shellhouse, 
Mr.  Wing, 
Mr.  Wart, 


15 


26 


Mr.  McGaffey, 
Bii^;faam  moved  further  to  amend  said  bill,  by  adding  the 
proviso  to  the  first  section :  ^  Provided,  that  any  bank 
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aviifing  itself  of  the  proviaioDS  of  this  act,  shall  not  hereafter  issue 
or  put  in  circulation  any  note  or  bill  of  a  less  denomination  than 
five  dollars  f  which  motion  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Felch  moved  further  to  amend  said  bill,  by  inserting  the 
words,  ^  the  provisions  of  this  act  and,"  after  the  word  *^  toT 
where  it  first  occurs  in  the  third  line  of  the  eighth  section,  which 
was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Alden,  said  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading. 

The  engrossed  bill,  entitled  as  above,  was,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Alden,  taken  up  and  read  the  third  time. 

The  Chair  announced  the  question  to  be  upon  the  final  passage 
of  said  bill. 

Mr.  Kingsley  moved  to  suspend  the  eighth  joint  rule. 

The  Speaker  decided  that  the  joint  rules  had  expired. 

Mr.  Lothrop  appealed  from  the  decision  of  the  Chair. 

The  question  being  put,  Shall  the  decision  of  the  Chair  stand 
as  the  judgment  of  this  House  ?  The  House  sustained  the  deci* 
sion  of  the  Chair. 

I'he  questi(xi  being  upon  the  final  passage  of  said  bill,  it  was, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Butler,  decided  by  yeas  and  nays  in  the  afiinn- 
ative,  as  follows: 


Mr.  Alden, 
Mr.  Almy, 
Mr.  Brown, 
Mr.  Bingham, 
Mr.  Burbank, 
Mr.  Butler, 
Mr.  Ballard, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Calkin, 
Mr.  Cornell, 
Mr,  Colbath, 
Mr.  Ely, 
Mr.  Felch, 

Mr.  Cressey, 
Mr.  Haskins, 
Mr.  Lothrop, 


YEAS. 

Mr.  Farrington, 
Mr.  Finch, 
Mr.  Foote, 
Mr.  Gilbert, 
Mr.  Herrington, 
Mr.  Howe, 
Mr.  Heath, 
Mr.  Kellogg, 
Mr.  Kingsley, 
Mr.  King, 
Mr.  Lee, 
Mr.  Munger, 

NAYS. 

Mr.  McKeen, 
Mr.  PhilKps, 
Mr.  Wisner, 


Mr.  Martin, 
Mr.  McGafiey, 
Mr.  McCamly, 
Mr.  Mosely, 
Mr.  Purdy, 
Mr.  Ralph, 
Mr.  Job  Smith, 
Mr.  Shattuck, 
Mr.  Shellhouse, 
Mr.  Thayer, 
Mr.  Winff, 
Mr.  Spedwr, 


Mr.  Ward, 
Mr.  Yerkes, 
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The  following  mesgages  were  rooeived  from  the  Seoate» 
through  their  secretary : 

Mr.  Spbaker — In  pursuance  of  the  rules  of  the  Senate,  I  hem- 
with  transmit  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  two  bills  which 
have  passed  the  Senate,  entitled  "^  A  bill  legalizing  the  oflkial 
acts  ot  Charies  Peltier,  deputy  clerk  of  the  county  of  Wayne," 
and  ^  A  bill  to  authorize  the  M aumee  branch  railroad  company 
to  pass  upon  the  Havre  branch  railroad,  in  connectiiig  with  the 
Erie  and  Kalamazoo  railroad,"  in  which  the  concurrence  of  the 
House  is  respectfully  requested.  I  also  herewith  return,  with- 
out amendment,  the  bill  entitled  ^  A  bill  to  amend  an  act  eatitled 
^  An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled '  An  act  to  amend  an  act  to  or- 
ganize the  supreme  court,"  approved  July  26,  1836.''  I  am 
also  directed  to  inform  the  Houa^  of  Representatives,  that  Messrs. 
Hough,  Barry  and  Manning  have  been  appointed  a  committee  of 
conference  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  on  the  disagreement  be- 
tween the  two  houses  oa  the  bill  entitled  ^  A  bill  amendatory  to 
an  act  eintitied  *  An  act  to  regulate  general  elections.' " 

Mr.  Speakbr — In  pursuance  of  the  rules  of  the  Senate,  I  here- 
with transmit  a  bill  which  has  passed  the  Sen£ite,  entitled  ^  A  bill 
to  provide  for  the  relief  of  the  Palmyra  and  Jacksonburg  railroad 
company ,**  in  which  the  concurrence  of  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives is  respectfully  requested. 

Mr.  Alden,  from  the  committee  of  conference  on  the  disagree- 
ment of  the  two  houses  on  the  bill  entitled  ^  An  act  to  amend  *  An 
act  regulating  general  elections, "'  made  a  report  which  was  laid 
upon  the  table* 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ^  A  bill  to  provide  for  the 
relief  of  the  Palmyra  and  Jacksonburg  railroad  company,"  was 
taken  up,  read  the  first  and  second  time«  and  conmiitted  to  the  com- 
mittee  on  internal  improvement. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "  A  bill  to  authorize  the  Mau- 
mee  branch  railroad  company  to  pass  upon  the  Havre  braocfa 
railroad,  in  connecting  with  the  Erie  and  Kalamazoo  railroad^'' 
was  read  the  first  and  second  time  and  committed  to  the  com- 
mittee on  internal  improvement. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  endded  **  A  bill  legalizing  the  offidal 
acts  of  Charles  Peltier,  deputy  clerk  of  the  county  of  Wayne,** 
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was  taken  up,  read  the  first  and  second  time  and  committed  to 
the  committee  on  the  judiciary. 
On  motion,  the  House  adjourned. 


TueMdaUf  June  30. 

ITie  House  met  pursuant  to  adjourmnenL 

The  roll  being  called,  the  following  members  were  absent : 
Messrs.  McGafiey,  Ralph  and  Jos.  Smith. 

Mr.  Ely,  from  the  committee  on  internal  improvement,  to  wUcfa 

was  committed  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ''A  bill  to  provide 

for  the  relief  of  the  Palmyra  and  Jacksonburg  railroad  company,*' 

made  the  followmg  report,  which  was  read  and  laid  upon  the 

table. 

REPORT : 

The  comn^tee  on  internal  improvement,  to  which  was  referred 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  entitled  ^ A  bill  to  provide  for  tfie  relief  of 
the  Palmyra  and  Jacksonburg  railroad  company,''  report  that 
they  have  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and  have  instnicled 
their  chairman  to  report  the  bill  to  the  House  without  amend- 
ment, and  at  the  same  time  to  declare  as  the  ojmiion  <^  the  oom- 
msttee,  that  it  ought  not  to  operate  as  a  precedent ;  but  from  die 
peouUar  situation  in  which  the  compatny  is  now  placed,  it  is 
per  to  extend  to  them  the  desned  relief.  All  of  which  is 
fully  submitted. 

ELISHA  ELY,  Chammm. 

Mr.  Ely,  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which  was  oommil- 
ted  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  '^A  bill  to  authoriae  the  Mau* 
mee  branch  railroad  company  to  pass  upon  the  Havre  branch 
railroad,  in  connecting  with  the  Erie  and  Kalamazoo  TaairoadT 
reported  the  same  to  the  House  without  amendment  Said  US 
was  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Lee,  from  the  committee  on  claims,  to  which  was  iqfiai'ml 
the  petition  of  Andrew  Backus,  prajnng  for  relief  reported  a  (ill 
entided  ^  A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Andrew  Backus,**  which  was  lead 
the  first  and  second  time  and  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Almy,  from  the  committee  on  roads  and  bridges,  made  ibe 
following  repoi^  which  was  read  and  adopted : 
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REPORT. 

The  committee  on  roads  and  bridges,  to  which  has  been  refer- 
red sundry  petitions  and  memorials,  b^  leave,  through  their  chair- 
man, to  report  as  follows  : 

That  they  deem  it  inexpedient  at  this  time  to  act  on  any  mat- 
ter submitted  to  them  for  consideration,  for  the  reason  that  no  bill 
v/hich  they  may  report  in  pursuance  of  the  several  memorials, 
could  be  matured  before  the  adjournment  of  thb  body,  if  the 
adjournment  should  take  place  as  soon  as  is  now  contemplated. 
They  would  therefore  recommend  that  the  petitioners  have  leave 
to  withdraw  their  several  memorials,  and  that  this  committee  be 
excused  from  acting  on  any  memorials  or  petitions,  hereafter  to 
be  presented,  unless  especially  directed  so  to  do  by  this  House. 

J.  ALMY,  Chairman. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Almy,  the  twenty-first  rule  was  suspended 
and  he  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  the  fidlowing  bilk : 
'^ A  bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled  'An  act  appointing  commissioDers 
to  lay  out  and  establish  a  state  road  from  Dexter,  in  the  county  of 
Washtenaw,  to  Lyons,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Maple  river,  in  the 
county  of  Ionia,'  approved  February  16,  1887,"  and  ''A  bill  to 
aoiend  an  act  entitled  *An  act  appdnting  commissioDen  to  lay 
oat  and  establish  certain  state  roads,'  approved  March  36^  I8d6f 
Said  bills  were  severally  read  the  first  and  second  time,  and  on 
molioQ  of  Mr.  Lee,  the  twenty-second  rule  was  suspended,  and 
said  bills  were  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  engrossed  bills  entitled  as  last  above  named  were  taken 
up^  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Kellogg, 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  Mr. 
Lotfarop  in  the  chair,  upon  the  following  entitled  bills,  viz :  '^A 
bill  to  provide  for  the  relief  of  the  Palmyra  and  Jacksoobuiig 
railroad  company  ;"  ^An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitied  'An  act 
concerning  mortgages,'  approved  April  10,  1633;"  ''An  act 
amendatory  to  an  act  entitied  'An  act  to  authorize  the  boards  of 
supervisors  of  certain  counties  therein  named,  to  borrow  certain 
sums  of  money,  and  for  other  purposes,'  approved  March  2i, 
1886 ;"  "A  bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled  'An  act  amendatory  and 
in  addition  to  an  act  entitled  'An  act  to  provide  for  the  assessment 
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and  collection  of  township  and  county  taxes,'  approved  March 
20,  1887  ;*'  and  "A  bill  to  authorize  the  board  of  supervisors  of 
the  county  of  Monroe  to  borrow  certain  sums  of  money  ;**  and 
after  spending  some  time  therein,  the  committee  rose  and  reported 
the  first  named  bill  to  the  House,  with  sundry  amendments,  which 
were  concurred  in,  and  upon  the  other  bills  reported  progress  and 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 

Mr.  Felch,  from  the  committee  on  enrolment,  reported  as  cor-* 
rectly  enrolled,  a  bill  entitled  ^An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled 
^An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  'An  actio  amend  an  act  to  or* 
ganize  the  supreme  court  and  establish  circuit  courts,'  approved 
July  26,  1836.'' 

On  motion,  the  House  adjourned  until  half  past  2  o'clock,  P.  M. 

AFTBRNOON  SESSION. 

On  moticMi  of  Mr.  Felch, 

The  House  resumed,  in  committee  of  the  whole,  Mr.  Lothrop 
in  the  chair,  the  consideration  of  the  following  entitled  bills,  viz : 

•  An  act  to  amend  an  act  concerning  mortgc^es,"  approved  April 
19th,  1833 ;  ^  An  act  amendatory  to  an  act  entitied  '  An  act  to 
authorize  the  board  of  supervisors  of  certain  counties  therein 
named  to  borrow  certain  sums  of  money,  and  for  other  purposes,* 
approved  March  24th,  1836 ;"  '^  A  bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled 

•  An  act  amendatory  and  in  addition  to  an  act  entitled  *  An  act  to 
provide  for  the  assessment  and  collection  of  township  and  county 
taxes,' '  approved  March  20th,  1837; "  and  "  A  bill  to  authorize 
the  board  of  supervisors  of  the  county  of  Monroe  to  borrow  cer- 
tain sums  of  money,"  and,  after  spending  some  time  therein,  the 
committee  rose  and  reported  said  bills  to  the  House,  with 
sundry  amendments  to  each  of  said  bills,  which  were  concurred 

in. 

The  first  above  entitied  bill  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Finch,  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading,  and  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Alden,  the  twenty-second  rule  was  suspended,  and  ssdd  bill  was 
read  the  third  time. 

The  question  being  upon  its  final  passage,  it  was,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Farrington,  decided  by  yeas  and  nays  in  the  affinnative,  as 
follows : 
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YEAS. 

Mr.  Foote, 
Mr.  Herrington^ 
Mr.  Haskins, 
Mr.  Kellogg, 
Mr.  Kingsley, 
Mr.  LfOthrop, 
Mr.  Martin, 
Mr.  McKeen, 

NAYS. 

Mr.  Colbath, 
Mr.  Farrington, 


Mr  McCamlyr 
Mr.  Mosely, 
Mr.  Purdy, 
Mr.  Shattuck, 
Mr.  Shellhouse, 
Mr.  Wing, 
Mr.  Ward, 
Mr.  Speaker, 


Mr.  Phillips, 
Mr.  Yerkes, 
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Mr.  AldeUt 
Mr.  Brown, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Cressey, 
Mr.  Cornell, 
Mr.  Eldred, 
Mr.  Ely, 
Mr.  Finch, 

Mr.  Burbank, 
Mr.  Budei, 
Mr.  Calkin, 

The  second  above  entitled  bUl  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for 
a  third  reading,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wing,  the  twenty-second 
rule  was  suspended,  and  said  bill  was  read  the  third  time  and 
passed. 

The  third  above  entitled  bill  was,  on  motion,  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a  third  reading,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Kellogg,  the 
twenty-second  rule  was  suspended,  and  said  bill  was  read  a  third 
time  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Kellogg,  the  bill  entitled  "  A  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  the  Palmyra  and  Jacksonburg  railroad  company,"  was 
taken  up,  the  twenty-second  rule  suspended,  and  said  bill  was 
read  the  third  time. 

The  question  being  upon  its  final  passage,  it  was,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  McKeen,  decided  by  yeas  and  nays  in  the  affirmative,  as 
follows : 


Mr.  Alden, 
Mr.  Brown, 
Mr.  Butler, 
Mr.  Ballard, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Cressey, 
Mr.  Cornell, 
Mr.  Colbath, 


Mr.  Burbank, 
Mr.  Calkin, 
Mr.  Foote, 
Mr.  GUbert, 


YEAS. 

Mr.  Eldred, 
Mr.  Ely, 
Mr.  Felch, 
Mr.  Farrington, 
Mr.  Herrington, 
Mr.  Kellogg, 
Mr.  Kingsley, 
Mr.  Munger, 

NAYS. 

Mr.  Haskins, 
Mr.  Lothrop, 
Mr.  McKeen, 


Mr.  Martin, 
Mr.  McCamly, 
Mr.  Mosely, 
Mr.  Purdy, 
Mr.  Wing, 
Mr.  Ward, 
Mr.  Speaker, 
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Mr.  Phillips, 
Mr.  Shellhouse, 
Mr.  Yerkes, 


\^ 
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The  foHowing  message  was  received  from  the  Senate  throu^ 
their  secretary : 

Mr.  Speaker — In  pursuance  of  the  rules  of  the  Senate,  I  here^ 
with  transmit  two  bills  which  have  passed  the  Senate,  entitled 
**A  bill  relative  to  the  loan  of  certain  sums  of  money,"  and  "A  bill 
to  provide  for  proceedings  in  chancery  against  corporations,  and 
for  other  purposes,"  in  which  the  concurrence  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  is  respectfully  requested. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ^  A  bill  relative  to  the  loan 
of  certain  sums  of  money,"  was  taken  up,  read  the  first  and  se- 
cond time,  and  committed  to  the  committee  on  the  judiciary. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ^  A  bill  to  provide  for  pro- 
ceedings in  chancery  against  corporations  and  for  other  purposes," 
was  taken  up,  read  the  first  and  second  time,  and  committed  to 
the  committee  on  the  judiciary. 

The  report  of  the  committee  of  conference  on  the  disagreement 
between  the  two  houses  on  the  bill  entitled  "A  bill  amendatory 
to  an  act  entitled  *  An  act  to  regulate  general  elections,* "  yester- 
day laid  on  the  table,  was  taken  up,  and  the  report  fixing  the  elec* 
tion  on  the  21st  August,  was  concurred  in,  and  said  bill»  as 
amended,  was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ely> 

The  House  took  up  for  consideration  the  bill  firom  the  Senate, 
entitled  ^  A  bill  to  authorize  the  Maumee  branch  railroad  com- 
pany to  pass  upon  the  Havre  branch  railroad  in  connecting  with 
the  Erie  and  Kalamazoo  railroad." 

Said  bill  was  considered  as  in  committdb  of  the  whole,  and  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Finch,  was  read  tlie  third  time  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mosely,  the  twenty-first  rule  was  suspended^ 
and  the  question  being  upon  granting  him  leave  to  introduce  a 
bin  entitled  **  A  bill  authorizing  certain  counties  therein  named  to 
borrow  a  certain  sum  of  money,"  . 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lothrop,  the  question  was  decided  by  yeas 
and  nays  in  the  aflSrmative,  as  follows : 

YEAS. 

Mr.  Alden,  Mr.  Felch,  Mr.  Martin, 

Mr.  Burbank,  Mr.  Farrington,         Mr.  McCamly, 

Mr.  Burke,  Mr.  Finch,  Mr.  Mosely, 
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Mr.  Cressey,  Mr.  Foote,  Mr.  Puidy, 

Mr.  Cornell,  Mr.  Gilbert,  Mr.  Shellhouse, 

Mr.  Colbath,  Mr.  Kingsley,  Mr.  Wins, 

Mr.  Eldred,  Mr.  Munger,  Mr.  Speaker, 

Mr.  Ely,  22 

NAYS. 
Mr.  Ballard,  Mr.  Haskins,  Mr.  Lothrop,  S 

Said  bill  was  read  the  first  and  second  time,  and  committed  to 
the  committee  on  the  organization  of  towns  and  counties. 
On  motion,  the  House  adjourned. 


Wednesday,  June  21. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment 

The  roll  being  called,  the  following  members  were  absent : 
Messrs.  Monfore,  McGtaflfey,  Ralph,  and  Jos.  Smith. 

Mr.  Wing,  from  the  committee  on  the  judiciary,  to  which  was 
referred  a  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ^  A  bill  relative  to  the  loan 
of  certain  sums  of  money,"  reported  the  same  to  the  House,  with 
sundry  amendments,  which  were  concurred  in,  and  said  bill  was 
read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  Wisner,  from  previous  notice  given,  adsed  and  obtained 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  entitled  ^  An  act  to  prohibit  the  circula- 
tion of  evidences  of  debt  of  a  less  amount  than  one  dollar,  and  to 
provide  for  the  punishment  of  the  same."  Said  bill  viras  read  the 
first  and  second  time,  and  committed  to  the  committee  on  banks 
and  incorporations. 

Mr.  Ward  offered  the  following  joint  resolution,  and  moved  its 
adoption : 

*^  Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  RepresenUOioes  ef  the 
State  of  Michigan,  That  the  committee  having  charge  of  th& 
capitol,  be  directed  to  clear  out  and  fit  the  basement  story  thereof 
for  such  public  offices  as  may  be  directed  by  the  legislature." 

Mr.  Felch  moved  the  follovring  amendment,  as  a  substitute* 
which  was  accepted,  and  said  resolution  as  amended,  was  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  Speaker  of  this  House  and  the  chairman 
of  the  committee  of  finance  of  the  Senate,  be  a  committee  to 
ascertain  by  whom  the  out-buildings  on  the  public  grounds  and 
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the  bttseinait  it(»7  of  the  capitol  are  occupied,  how  loag  the  tame 
have  ho&k  occupied,  and  on  what  terms,  and  to  take  necessary 
measures  to  have  the  same  vacated :  And  that  said  committee 
have  the  general  superintendence  and  care  of  the  public  buildings 
and  grounds  until  further  ordered,  and  that  they  report  at  the 
adjourned  session  of  the  legislature. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mosely,  the  twenty-first  rule  was  suspended, 
and  he  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  entitled  ^  A 
bill  to  authorize  the  loan  of  a  certain  sum  of  money  by  certain 
counties  therein  named." 

Said  bill  was  read  the  first  and  second  time,  and  considered  as 
in  committee  of  the  whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mosely,  the  twenty-second  rule  was  sos- 
pended,  and  said  bill  was  read  a  third  time* 

The  question  being  upon  the  final  passage  of  said  bill,  it  was, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Ballard,  decided  by  yeas  and  nays  in  the  aflk** 
mative,  as  follows : — 

YEAS. 

Mr.  Herrington, 
Mr.  Haskir^ 
Mr.  Heath, 
Mr.  Kellogg, 


Mr.  Almy, 

Mr.  Burbank, 

Mr.  Burke, 

Mr.  Calkin, 

Mr.  Cornell, 

Mr.  Colbath, 

Mr.  Eldred, 

Mr.  Ely, 

Mr.  Finch,  Mr.  MarSn.  26 


Mr.  King, 
Mr.  Lee, 
Mr.  Levake, 
Mr.  Munger, 
Mr.  Martin, 

NAYS. 
Mr.  PhilUps, 


Mr.  McKeen, 
Mr.  McCamly, 
Mr.  Mosely, 
Mr.  Job  Smith, 
Mr.  Shattuck, 
Mr.  Thayer, 
Mr.  WinSf 
Mr.  Spesdker, 


Mr.  Yerkes, 


Mr.  Ballanl, 
Mr.  Lothrop, 

The  bill  entitled  "*  A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Andrew  Backus,"  was 
taken  up  and  considered  as  in  committee  of  the  whole.  Said  bill 
was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading.  The  engrossed 
bill  entitled  aa  above  was,  on  motion,  taken  up,  read  the  third 
time  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Finch, 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  Mr. 
Almy  in  the  chair,  upon  the  bill  entitled  '*  A  bill  to  provide  for  the 
construction  of  a  bridge  over  Conner's  creek,  on  the  extension  of 
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Jeflenofl  avenue^  and  for  other  purposes  f  and  after  spendmi; 
86me  time  therein,  the  cofpmittee  rose  and  repcHrted  the  same  to 
the  House  with  sundry  amendments,  which  were  concurred  in. 

The  twenty-second  rule  was;  on  motion  of  Mr.  Mosely,  sus- 
pended, and  said  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  read- 
ing. The  engrossed  bill,  entitled  as  above,  was  taken  up,  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Wing,  from  the  judiciary  committee,  to  which  was  referred 
the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  '^  A  bill  to  provide  for  proceed- 
ings in  chancery  against  corporations,  and  for  other  purpoaest" 
reported  the  same  to  the  House  without  amendment 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Kellogg,  said  bill  was  considered  as  in  com* 
mittee  of  the  whole,  and  ordered  for  a  third  reading. 

Said  bill  was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  Felch,  from  the  committee  on  enrollment,  reported  as  cor- 
rectly enroled,  a  bill  entitled  **  An  act  to  provide  for  the  orgaoizap 
tion  and  government  of  the  university  of  Michigan.'' 

Mr.  Lee,  from  the  committee  on  claims,  to  which  was  referred 
the  petition  of  D«  Pittman,  reported  adverse  to  the  prayer  of  the 
petitioner,  and  requested  the  House  to  give  the  petitioner  leave 
to  withdraw  his  petition.     The  report  was  adopted. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  theGovemor,  through 
his  private  secretary,  Mr.  Jackson : 
7b  the  House  of  Representativei : 

I  have  this  day  approved  and  filed  in  the  office  of  the  Secretaiy 
of  State,  ^  An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  'An  act  to  amend  an 
act  to  organize  the  supreme  court  and  establish  circuit  courts,' 
approved  July  26, 1826 ;"  and  ^  An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled 
^  An  act  to  provide  for  the  organization  and  government  of  the 
university  of  Michigan.'  ^ 

STEVENS  T.  MASON. 

June  2lst,  1837. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Almy ,  the  twenty-first  rule  was  suspended,aiid 
he  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  entitled  '^  A  bill  to 
amend  an  act  entitled  *  An  act  appointing  commissioners  to  lay 
out  and  establish  certain  state  roads,'  approved  July  26,  1888, " 
which  was  read  the  first  and  second  time  and  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Alden  presented  the  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the 
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county  of  Branch  relative  to  the  onivermty  lands.  Referred  to  the 
oommittee  on  university  and  school  lands. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the  Senate,  through 
their  secretary : 

Mr.  SnBAKBR — In  pursuance  of  the  joint  rules  of  the  Senate 
and  House  of  Representatives,  I  am  instructed  to  inform  the 
House  of  Representatives,  that  the  bill  from  the  House  entitled 
'^  A  bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled  *  An  act  to  establish  branches  of 
tbe  Bank  of  Michigan,  Farmers'  and  mechanics'  bank,  and  Baftk 
of  River  Raisin,**  has  been  lost  in  the  Senate;  and  that  the 
Senate  have  concurred  in  the  amendment  made  by  the  House  of 
Representatives  to  the  *'  Resolution  relative  to  the  adjournment  of 
the  legislature."  I  also  herewith  transmit  two  bills  which  have 
passed  the  Senate,  entitled  '^  A  bill  to  vacate  a  part  of  th^  village 
plat  of  Ann  Arbor,"  and  **  A  bill  relative  to  the  township  of 
Whiteford  f  in  which  the  concurrence  of  the  House  of  Repie* 
santatives  is  respectfully  requested  ;  and  return  without  amend- 
ment,  the  bill  entitled  *^  A  bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled  *  An  act  to 
provide  for  the  organization  and  government  of  the  university  of 
Michigaa*" 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  entitled  '^  A  bill  to  vacate  a  part  of 
the  village  plat  of  Ann  Arbor,"  was  taken  up,  considered  as  in 
committee  of  the  whole,  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  entitled  **  A  bill  relative  to  the  town- 
ship of  Whiteford,"  was  taken  up  and  referred  to  the  committee 
on  the  organization  of  towns  and  counties. 

On  motion,  the  House  adjourned  until  3  o'clock  P.  M. 

AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Almy,  the  twenty-second  rukr  was  suspend* 
ed,  and  the  bill  entitled  **k  bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled  *  An  act 
appointing  commissioners  to  lay  out  and  establish  certain  state 
roads,'  approved  July  26, 1836,"  was  taken  up  for  a  third  read- 
ing, and  considered  as  in  committee  of  the  whole. 

Mr.  Felch  moved  the  following  amendment  as  a  substitute  to 
the  bill»  which  was  agreed  to : 


.  I 
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^  An  Act  appointing  commissioners  to  lay  out  and  establish  oer- 

tain  state  roads. 

^Sec.  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  €md  House  cfRepretenta^ 
tivesof  the  State  of  Michigan^  That  a  state  road  shall  be  estab* 
lished  from  Adrian,  in  the  county  of  Lenawee,  to  intersect  the 
Indiana  territorial  road  where  the  said  territorial  road  crosses  the 
Little  St  Joseph  of  the  Maumee,  on  the  most  direct  and  eligible 
route,  and  Terenial  D.  Thompson,  John  Knapp,  and  Frands  IL 
Hagerman,  are  hereby  appointed  commissioners  for  that  par« 
pose. 

*  Sec  2.  The  fifty-ninth  section  of  an  act  entitled  ^  An  act  ap- 
pointing commissioners  to  lay  out  and  establish  certain  state 
roads/  approved  March  28,  1836,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby, 
repealed.^ 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Felch,  the  twenty-second  rule  was  suspend- 
ed, and  said  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 
The  engrossed  bill  entitled  as  above  was  taken  up,  read  the  thnd 
time  and  passed. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the  Senate,  through 
their  secretary: 

Mr.  Speakbr — In  pursuance  of  the  rules  of  the  Senate,  I  here- 
with return,  with  sundry  amendments,  in  which  the  concurrence 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  is  respectfully  requested,  the 
bills  entitled  **  A  bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled  *  An  act  amendato- 
ry and  in  addition  to  an  act  entitled  *  An  act  to  provide  for  the  as- 
sessment and  collection  of  township  and  county  taxes,' '  approv- 
ed March  20,  1837,"  and  **  A  bill  suspending  for  a  limited  time, 
certain  provisions  of  law,  and  for  other  purposes." 

The  bill  entitled  ^  A  bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled  '  An  act 
amendatory  and  in  addition  to  an  act  entided  '  An  act  to  provide 
for  the  assessment  and  collection  of  township  and  County  taxes," 
approved  March  20, 1837,"  with  the  amendment  made  thereto  by 
the  Senate,  was  taken  up,  and  the  first  and  second  amendments 
were  concurred  in. 

The  question  being  upon  concurring  in  the  third  amendment, 
to  add  after  the  word  **  made,"  in  the  first  line  of  the  second  sec- 
tion,  the  words  '^  in  pursuance  of  law,"  it  was  non-concurred  in. 

The  bill  entitled  ''A  bill  suspending  for  a  limited  time  certain 
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provunoiu  of  law,  and  for  other  parpooes,"  with  the  amendments 
made  thereto  by  the  Senate,  was  taken  up  for  consideration,  and 
the  question  being  upon  concurring  in  the  first  amendment,  viz : 
^  to  insert  in  the  third  line  of  the  first  section  after  the  words 
*  state,'  the  following  words :  ^  now  in  operation  and  which  did 
not  re&ise  to  pay  its  notes  in  spede  during  the  year  1837,  pre- 
vious to  the  15di  day  of  May  last,'^  it  was,  on  motion  of  Mr* 
Bingham,  decided  by  yeas  and  nays  in  the  negative,  as  follows : 


Mn  Brown, 
Mr.  Butler, 
Mr.  Ballard, 
Mr.  Calkin, 
Mr.  Haskins, 

Mr.  Alden, 
Mr.  Binsiuun, 
Mr.  Bunmnk, 
Mr.  Buifce, 
Mr.  Cressev, 
Mr.  Cornell, 
Mr.  Colbath, 
Mr.  Ferrington, 


YEAS. 

Mr.  King, 
Mr.  Lotbropv 
Mr.  Martin, 
Mr.  McKeen, 
Mr.  Purdy, 

NAYS. 

Mr.  Felch, 
Mr.  Farrington, 
Mr.  Foote, 
Mr.  Herrington, 
Mr.  Heath, 
Mr.  Kello^, 
Mr.  Kingly, 


Mr.  HuIlipB, 
Mr.  Shellhouse, 
Mr.  Thayer, 
Mn  Wing, 


14 


Mr.  Lee, 
Mr.  Munger, 
Mr.  McCamly, 
Mr.  Job  Smith, 
Mr.  Wisner, 
Mr.  Yerkes, 
Mr.  Speaker, 


2i 


Mr.  Ely  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  be  excused  from  voting 
upon  the  above  question. 

The  question  being  upon  concurring  in  the  second  and  third 
amendments,  they  were  concurred  in. 

The  question  being  upon  concurring  in  the  fourth  amendment, 
Mr,  Wing  moved  to  amend  said  amendment  by  striking  out  the 
w(Nrds  **  who  is  in  the  habit  o^*  in  the  fifth  and  sixth,  and  the 
wonb  *  witii  specie"  in  the  seventh  lines  of  said  amendment,  and 
insert  after  the  word  ^  specie,''  in  the  fifth  line,  the  words  ^  for  the 
purpose  ot!*  which  motion  was  agreed  to^  and  said  amendment  as 
amended  was  concurred  in. 

The  question  being  upon  concurring  in  the  fifth  amendment, 
Mr.  Mosely  moved  to  amend  said  amendment  by  striking  out  all 
after  the  word  ^  bunion,**  in  the  seventh  line,  to  the  word  *"  which,'' 
in  the  ninth  line  of  said  amendment :  it  was,  on  motion  o(  Mr; 
Calkin,  decided  by  yeas  and  nays  in  the  affirmative,  as  follows : 

60 
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on  the  twenty-first  instant,  and  appointing  the  twenty-seoowl  in- 
8tant»  as  the  day  of  adjoununent  of  the  present  sessicm  of  the  le- 
gislature. 

Mr.  Felch,  from  the  committee  oa  the  judiciary,  to  wliidi  was 
committed  the  bill  from  the  Senate  entitled  "A  bill  legalizing  the 
official  acts  of  Charles  Peltier,  deputy  clerk  of  the  county  oC 
Wa}me,''  reported  the  same  to  the  House  with  an  amendment* 
which  was  concurred  in. 

Said  bill  was  then  read  the  third  time  and  passed 

Mr.  Ely  laid  on  the  table  the  following : 

Resolvedj  That  the  committee  on  expenditures  be,  and  they  are 
hereby,  instructed  to  fit  up  and  put  in  a  proper  condition,  three 
several  rooms  in  the  capitol  of  this  state,  suitable  for  the  offices  of 
the  Secretary  c£  State,  the  Auditor  General  and  Treasurer. 

On  motioD,  the  House  adjourned  until  9  oVdock  to-morrow 
morning. 


TTltindoy,  June  92, 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment 

The  following  messages  were  received  from  the  Senate,  tbrougb 
their  secretary: 

Mr.  Spbakbs — I  am  directed  by  the  Senate  to  infonn  the 
House  of  Representatives  that  the  Senate  have  receded  from  the 
amendment  non-c(xicurred  in  by  the  House,  to  the  bill  entitled  ''A 
bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled  'An  act  amendatory  and  in  additioD 
to  an  act  entitled  'An  act  to  provide  for  the  assessment  and  col* 
lec&on  of  township  and  county  taxes,"  approved  March  20, 
1837.*' 

Mr.  Spsakbr — In  pursuance  of  the  rules  of  the  Senate,  I  here- 
widi  transmit  a  resolution  entitled  **  A  resolution  to  provide  Ibr 
the  distribution  of  certain  laws,  and  for  other  purposes,**  which 
has  passed  the  Senate,  and  in  which  the  concurrence  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  is  respectfully  requested. 

Mr.  Speaker — In  pursuance  of  the  rules  of  the  Senate,  I  here> 
with  transmit  a  bill  entitled  **  A  bill  making  appropriations  at  the 
extra  session  of  the  legislature,  held  and  convened  on  die  second 
Monday  of  June,  1837,^  and  **  A  resolution  to  authorias  the  fiscal 
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agent  to  advance  to  John  8.  Ba^  a  certain  sum  of  money," 
which  have  passed  the  Senate,  and  in  which  die  concunenoe  0t 
the  House  is  respectfully  requested. 

The  resolution  irom  the  Senate,  entitled  ^  A  resolution  to  pro* 
Tide  for  the  distribution  of  the  laws,  and  for  other  purposes,"  was 
taken  up  and  considered  as  in  committee  of  the  whole,  read  die 
third  time  and  passed. 

The  resolution  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ^  A  resoluticm  to  au- 
thorize the  fiscal  agent  to  advance  to  John  S.  Bagg  a  certain  sum 
of  money,"  was  taken  up  and  considered  as  in  committee  of  the 
whole,  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  **•  A  bill  making  appropria^ 
tions  at  the  extra  session  of  the  l^islature,  held  and  convened  on 
the  second  Monday  of  June,  1837,"  was  taken  upv  read  the  first 
and  second  time  and  committed  to  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means. 

Mr.  Eldred,  from  the  committee  of  ways  and  means,  to  whicb 
was  referred  the  last  above  entitled  bill,  reported  the  same  to  the 
House  with  sundry  amendments. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lothrop, 

The  House  reciol  ved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  Mr. 
Finch  in  the  chair,  upon  the  above  bill,  and  after  spending  some 
time  therein,  the  committee  rose  and  reported  progress,  and  asked 
and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 

The  fi>ik>wing  message  from  the  Governor,  was  received 
through  Mr.  Jackson,  his  private  secretary : 

To  the  House  qfHqfresenkOivex: 

I  have  this  day  approved  and  filed  in  the  office  of  the  Secre« 
tary  of  State,  the  fiJlowing  acts,  viz :  "'  An  act  to  provide  for 
proceedings  in  chancery  against  corporaticms,  and  for  otfier  pur- 
poses ;"  ^  An  act  to  vacate  a  part  of  the  village  plat  of  Ann  Ar- 
bor;" and  ''An  act  to  authorize  the  Maumee  branch  railroad 
company  to  pass  upon  the  Havre  branch  railroad,  in  connecting 
with  the  Erie  and  Kalamazoo  railroad." 

STEVENS  T.  MASON. 
June  21,  1837. 

The  foUovring  message  from  the  Senate,  was  received  through 
their  secretary : 
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Mr.  Spbakbb — I  am  directed  by  the  Senate  to  inform  die 
House  ci  Representatives,  that  the  Senate  have  receded  from 
their  first  amendment  to  the  bill  from  the  House  of  RepresientBr 
tives,  entitled  *'  A  bill  suspending  for  a  limited  time  certain  provi- 
sicMis  of  law,  and  for  other  purposes/'  and  have  concurred  in  the 
amendments  made  by  the  House  to  th^  fi>urdi  and  fifth  amend- 
ments ;  and  that  the  Senate  do  not  recede  firom  their  seventh 
amendment  to  said  bill. 

The  bin  entitled  **  A  bill  suspending  for  a  limited  time  certain 
provisions  of  law,  and  for  other  purposes,"  ivith  the  amendments 
made  thereto  by  the  Senate,  and  the  amendments  made  to  said 
amendments  by  the  House,  was  taken  up  for  consideration. 

Mr.  Burbank  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the  vote  taken  yes- 
terday, by  which  the  House  non-concurred  in  the  seventh  amend- 
ment made  by  the  Senate  to  said  bill,  which  motion  was,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Bingham,  decided  by  yeas  and  nays  in  the  aflkma- 
tive,  as  foUows : 


Mr.  Alden, 
Mr.  Brown, 
Mr.  Burbank, 
Mr.  Butler, 
Mr.  Ballard, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Cornell, 
Mr.  Eldred, 
Mr.  Ferrington, 
Mr.  Felch, 

Mr.  Bingham, 
Mr.  Cressev, 
Mr.  Calkin, 
Mr.  Colbath, 


YEAS. 

Mr.  Farrrington, 
Mr.  Finch, 
Mr.  Foote, 
Mr.  Herrington, 
Mr.  Howe, 
Mr.  Kellogg, 
Mr.  Kingsley, 
Mr.  King, 
Mr.  Levake, 
Mr.  Munger, 

NAYS. 

Mr.  Heath, 
Mr.  Lothrop, 
Mr.  PhUUps, 


Mr.  Martin, 
Mr.  McKeen, 
Mr.  McCamly, 
Mr.  Mosely, 
Mr.  Piu-dy, 
Mr.  Job  Smith, 
Mr.  Shattuck, 
Mr.  Thayer, 
Mr.  Speaker^ 


Mr.  Shellhouse, 
Mr.  Wing, 
Mr.  Wifflier, 
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The  question  being  upon  concurring  in  the  said  seventh  amend- 
ment made  by  the  Senate,  the  question  was,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Bingham,  decided  by  yeas  and  nays  in  the  aflirmative,  as  follows : 

YEAS. 
Mr.  Alden,  Mr.  Farrington,         Mr.  Munger, 


Mr.  Brown, 
Mr.  Burbankf 


Mr.  Pinch, 
Mr.  Foote, 


Mr.  Martin, 
Mr.  McKeen, 
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Mr.  Butler, 
Mr.  Ballard, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Cornell, 
Mr.  Eldred, 
Mr.  Ferrington, 
Mr.  Felch, 

Mr.  Bingham, 
Mr.  Cressey, 
Mr.  Calkin, 
Mr.  Colbath, 


Mr.  Herrington, 
Mr.  Howe, 
Mr.  Kelloeg, 
Mr.  Kingsley, 
Mr.  King, 
Mr.  Lee, 
Mr.  Levake, 

NAYS. 

Mr.  Heath, 
Mr.  Lothrop, 
Mr.  Phillips, 


Mr.  McCamly, 
Mr.  Mosdy, 
Mr.  Purdy, 
Mr.  Job  Smith, 
Ms.  Shattuck, 
Mr.  Thayer, 
Mr.  Speaker, 

Mr.  Shellhouse, 
Mr.  Wing, 
Mr.  Wisner, 


ao 


10 


Mr.  Lothrop  moved  said  bill  be  laid  upon  the  table,  which  was 
negatived. 

The  question  being  upon  the  final  passage  of  said  bill  as  amend- 
ed, it  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Bingham,  decided  by  yeas  and  nays 
in  the  affirmative,  as  follows : 


Mr.  Alden, 
Mr.  Brown, 
Mr.  Burbank, 
Mr.  Butler, 
Mr.  Ballard, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Calkin, 
Mr.  Cornell, 
Mr.  Colbath, 
Mr.  Eldred, 
Mr.  Ferrington, 


YEAS. 

Mr.  Finch, 
Mr.  Felch, 
Mr.  Farrington, 
Mr.  Herrington, 
Mr.  Howe, 
Mr.  Heath, 
Mr.  Kellogg, 
Mr.  Kingsley, 
Mr.  King, 
Mr.  Lee, 


Mr.  Levake, 
Mr.  Munger, 
Mr.  Martin, 
Mr.  McCamly, 
Mr.  Mosely, 
Mr.  Purdy, 
Mr.  Shattuck, 
Mr.  Thayer, 
Mr.  Wing, 
Mr.  Speaker, 
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Mr.  Bingham, 

Mr.  Cressey, 
Mr.  Foote, 


Mr.  Job  Smith, 
Mr.  Shellhouse, 
Mr.  Wisner, 


NAYS. 

Mr.  Lothrop, 
Mr.  McKeen, 
Mr.  Phillips,  Mr.  Wisner,  0 

On  motion  of  Alden, 

The  House  resumed  in  committee  of  the  whole,  Mr.  Finch  in 
the  chair,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "A 
bill  making  appropriations  at  the  extra  session  of  the  legislature 
held  and  convened  on  the  second  Monday  of  June,  ISS?,"  and 
after  spending  some  time  therein,  the  committee  rose  and  reported 
the  same  to  the  House,  with  sundry  amendments,  which  were  con- 
curred in. 
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Od  mofioD  of  Mr.  Finch,  said  bill  was  read  a  Uiird  time  and 
passed. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the  Senate,  through 
their  secretary : 

Mr.  Sfbaksr — In  pursuance  of  the  mfes  of  the  Senate^  I  here- 
with return,  without  amendment,  the  bills  entided  ''A  bill  to  amend 
an  act  entitled  'An  act  to  provide  for  the  oi^ganizaUon  and  support 
of  primary  schools;'"  ''A  bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled  'Anactto 
provide  for  the  disposition  of  the  university  and  schod  lands,  and 
for  other  purposes ;'"  '^  A  bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled 'An  act  ap- 
pointing commissioners  to  lay  out  and  establish  a  state  road  finom 
Dexter,  in  the  county  of  Washtenaw,  to  Lyons,  at  the  mouth  of 
the  Maple  river,  in  the  county  of  Ionia;'  approved  February  10^ 
1887 ;"  and  ''A  bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled  'An  act  appcwtiiig 
commissioners  to  lay  out  and  establish  certain  state  roads,'  ap 
proved  March  26,  1836."  I  also  herewith  return  "A  resolution 
relative  to  certain  state  officers,"  with  an  amendment  made  there- 
to by  the  Senate,  in  which  the  concurrence  of  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives is  respectfully  Vo^ested. 

The  resolution,  ''A  resolution  relative  to  certain  state  oScenT 
with  the  amendment  made  thereto  by  the  Senate,  was  taken  op 
and  the  amendment  concurred  in.  Said  resolution  as  amended 
was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

The  following  message  from  the  Executive  was  received 
through  his  private  secretary,  Mr.  Jackson : 

To  the  Hauseof  Representatives : 

I  have  this  day  approved  and  filed  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary 
of  State,  ''An  act  amendatory  to  an  act  entitied  'An  act  to  rego- 
late  general  etections.' " 

STEVENS  T.  MASON. 

June  22, 1837. 

Mr.  Felch,  from  the  committee  on  enrolment,  reported  as  cor- 
rectly enrolled,  a  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitied 
*An  act  amendatory  and  in  addition  to  an  act  to  provide  for  the 
assessment  and  collection  of  township  and  county  taxes,'  ap- 
proved March  20,  1837." 

On  motion,  the  House  adjourned  until  2  o'clock  this  a&emoon. 
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AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment 

Mr.  Fekh,  from  the  committee  on  enrolment,  reported  as  cor- 
rectly enrolled  the  following  entitled  bills,  viz:  ^An  act  io 
amend  an  act  entitled  '  An  act  to  provide  for  the  disposition  of  the 
university  and  primary  school  lands,  and  for  other  purposes ;' '» 
^  An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  *  An  act  appointing  commis- 
sioners to  lay  out  and  establish  certain  state  roads,'  approved 
March  26,  1686 ;"  ^  An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  '  An  act 
appointing  commissioners  to  lay  out  and  establish  a  state  road 
from  Dexter,  in  the  county  of  Washtenaw,  to  Lyons,  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Maple  river,  in  the  county  of  Ionia,'  approved  Feb- 
ruary 16, 1837 ;"  *^  An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  '  An  act  to 
provide  for  the  organization  and  support  of  primary  schools ;' '» 
and  ^A  resolution  relative  to  the  offices  of  the  Secretary  of 
State,  Auditor  General  and  Treasurer." 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the  Senate,  through 
their  secretary : 

Mr.  Speaker — In  pursuance  of  the  rules  of  the  Senate,  I  here- 
with return,  with  an  amendment,  in  which  the  concurrence  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  is  respectfully  requested,  the  bill  from 
the  House  entitled  ^  A  bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled  '  An  act  con- 
cerning mortgages,'  approved  April  19, 1833." 

The  bill  entitled  *'  A  bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled  *  An  act  con- 
cerning mortgages,'  approved  April  19,  1833,"  with  the  amend* 
ment  made  thereto  by  the  Senate,  was  taken  up  for  consideration, 
and  the  amendment  concurred  in.  Said  bill  was  then  read  the 
third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  Felch,  from  the  committee  on  enrolment,  reported  as  cor- 
rectly enrolled,  the  following  entitled  bills :  ^  A  bill  suspending  for 
a  limited  time  certain^  provisions  of  law,  and  for  other  purposes  f 
**  A  bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled  *  An  act  concerning  mortgages,' 
approved  April  19,  1833." 

,The  following  message  was  received  from  the  Senate,  through 
their  secretary: 

Mr.  Speaker — In  pursuance  of  the  rules  of  the  Senate,  I  here- 
with return  the  bill,  entitled  '^  A  bill  making  appropriations  at 
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the  extra  session  of  the  legislature,  held  and  convened  on  the  se- 
cond Monday  of  June,  1837,"  with  the  first  and  third  amend- 
ments non-concurred  in,  and  the  second  and  fourth  concurred  in 
by  the  Senate. 

The  bill  entitled  '^  A  bill  making  appropriations  at  the  extra 
session  of  the  legislature,  held  and  convened  on  the  second  Mon- 
day of  June,  1837,"  with  the  amendments  made  by  the  House^ 
was  taken  up,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Alden,  the  House  receded 
from  their  first  and  third  amendments  to  said  bill,  and  said  bill 
was  passed. 

The  following  message  from  the  Executive,  was  received 
throQgh  his  private  secretary,  Mr.  Jackson : 

2b  the  House  of  Bepretentatives : 

I  have  this  day  approved  and  filed  in  the  office  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  the  following  acts,  viz :  **  An  act  legalizing  the 
official  acts  of  Charles  Peltier,  deputy  clerk  of  the  county  of 
Wayne,"  and  **  An  act  to  provide  for  the  relief  of  the  P^dmyra 
and  Jacksonburg  railroad  company.'' 

STEVENS  T.  MASON. 

June  22,  1837. 

The  following  message  from  the  Executive,  was  received 
throu^  his  private  secretary,  Mr.  Jackson : 

To  the  Hotise  of  Representatives  : 

I  have  this  day  approved  and  filed  in  the  office  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  the  following  acts,  viz :  '^  An  act  to  amend  an  act 
entitled  '  An  act  amendatory  and  in  addition  to  an  act  entitled 
'  An  act  to  provide  for  the  assessment  and  collection  of  township 
and  county  taxes,'*  approved  March  26,  1886;"  "An  act  to 
amend  an  act  entitled  '  An  act  appointing  commissioners  to  lay 
out  and  establish  certain  state  roads,'  approved  March  26, 18d6f 
^  An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  *  An  act  to  provide  for  the  dis- 
position of  the  university  and  primary  school  lands,  and  for  other 
purposes ;' "  "An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  *  An  act  appoint- 
ing commissioners  to  lay  out  and  establish  a  state  road,  from 
Dexter,  in  the  county  of  Washtenaw,  to  Lyons,  at  the  mouth 
of  Maple  river,  in  the  county  of  Ionia,'  approved  February  16, 
1887 ;"  "  An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  'An  act  to  provide  for 
the  organization  and  support  of  primary  schools ;' "  "  A  resolu- 
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tion  relatrve  to  the  offices  of  Secretary  cf  State,  Ti'easurer  and 
Auditor  General ;"  **  A  resolution  to  provide  for  the  distribution 
of  certain  lands,  and  for  other  purposes ;"  ^  A  resolution  to  au- 
thorize the  fiscal  agent  to  advance  to  John  S.  Bagg  a  certain  sum 
of  money ,"  ^  An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled '  An  act  concern- 
ing mortgages,'  approved  April  19,  1833;"  ''An  act  suspend* 
ing  for  a  limited  time  certain  provisions  of  law,  and  for  atbeac 
purposes." 

STEVENS  T.  MASON. 

June  22, 1837. 

The  foUowing  message  was  received  from  the  Senate,  through 
tbeir  secretary : 

Mr.  SnsAKSK — In  pursuance  of  the  rules  ci  the  Senate,  I 
herewith  return,  without  amendment,  the  bill  entitled  ''A  bill 
amendatory  to  an  act  entitled  '  An  act  to  authorizse  the  boards  of 
supervisors  of  certain  counties  therein  named,  to  borrow  certain 
sums  of  mcHiey,  and  for  other  purposes,'  approved  March  24^ 
1836."  Also,  ^  A  resolution  relative  to  the  navigation  of  lake  and 
river  St  Clair."  ^  A  resolution  relative  to  the  harbors  at  the 
mouths  of  die  Kalamazoo  and  Graleain  rivers ;"  and  ''A  resolu- 
tion relative  to  the  harbor  at  the  mouth  of  the  Clinton  river." 

The  resolutions  entitled  ^  A  resolution  relative  to  the  naviga- 
tion of  lake  and  river  St.  Clair,"  and  ^  A  resolution  relative  to 
the  harbors  at  the  mouths  of  the  Kalamazoo  and  Graleain  rivers," 
and  ''  A  resolution  relative  to  the  harbor  at  the  mouth  of  the- 
Clinton  river,"  were,  on  motion,  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Alden  moved  that  a  committee  of  two  be  appointed  to  join 
such  committee  as  may  be  appointed  upon  the  part  of  the  Senate^ 
to  wait  upon  the  Governor  and  inform  him  that  the  l^idature  are 
about  to  adjourn,  and  ask  of  him  if  he  has  any  further  communi- 
cation to  make,  which  was  agreed  to,  and  Messrs.  Alden  and 
Bingham  were  appointed  said  committee. 

Mr.  Felch,  from  the  committee  on  enrolment,  reported  as  coi^ 
reedy  enrolled,  the  following  entitled  bill,  ^  An  act  amendatory^ 
to  an  act  entitied  *  An  act  to  authorize  the  boards  of  supervisom 
of  certain  counties  therein  named  to  borrow  certain  sums  of 
money,  and  for  other  purposes,'  approved  March  24,  ISM.'^ 


482  JOURNAL  OF  THE  [June  22. 

the  extra  session  of  the  legislature,  held  and  convened  on  the  se- 
cond Monday  of  Jiine,  1837,"  with  the  first  and  third  amend- 
ments non-concurred  in,  and  the  second  and  fourth  concurred  in 
by  the  Senate. 

The  bill  entitled  ^  A  bill  making  appropriations  at  the  extra 
session  of  the  legislature,  held  and  convened  on  the  second  Mon- 
day of  June,  1837,"  with  the  amendments  made  by  the  House^ 
was  taken  up,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  AJden^  the  House  receded 
from  their  first  and  third  amendments  to  said  bill,  and  said  bill 
was  passed. 

The  foUowing  message  from  the  Executive,  was  received 
through  his  private  secretary,  Mr.  Jackson : 

3b  the  House  of  BepresefOatives : 

I  have  this  day  approved  and  filed  in  the  office  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  the  following  acts,  viz :  '*  An  act  legalizing  the 
official  acts  of  Charles  Peltier,  deputy  clerk  of  the  county  of 
,  Wayne,"  and  ^  An  act  to  provide  for  the  relief  of  the  Palmyra 
and  Jacksonburg  railroad  company." 

STEVENS  T.  MASON- 

June  22,  1837. 

The  following  message  firom  the  Executive,  was  received 
through  his  private  secretary,  Mr.  Jackson : 

* 

To  the  House  of  Representatives : 

I  have  this  day  approved  and  filed  in  the  office  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  the  following  acts,  viz :  ^  An  act  to  amend  an  act 
entitled  *  An  act  amendatory  and  in  addition  to  an  act  entitled 
*  An  act  to  provide  for  the  assessment  and  collection  of  township 
and  county  taxes,' '  approved  March  26,  1836 ;"  ^  An  act  to 
amend  an  act  entitled  <  An  act  appointing  commissioners  to  lay 
out  and  establish  certain  state  roads,'  approved  March  26, 1836;" 
^  An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  *  An  act  to  provide  for  the  dis- 
position of  the  university  and  primary  school  lands,  and  for  other 
purposes ;' "  '^  An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  *  An  act  appoint- 
ing commissioners  to  lay  out  and  establish  a  state  road,  from 
Dexter,  in  the  county  of  Washtenaw,  to  Lyons,  at  the  mouth 
of  Maple  river,  in  the  county  of  Ionia,'  approved  February  16, 
1637 ;"  '^  An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  '  An  act  to  provide  for 
the  organization  and  support  of  primary  schools ;' "  ^  A  resolu- 
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tion  relative  to  the  offices  of  Secretary  of  State,  TfMsurer  and 
Auditor  General  ;**  "  A  resolution  to  provide  for  the  distribution 
of  certain  lands,  and  for  other  purposes ;"  "  A  resolution  to  au- 
thorize the  fiscal  agent  to  advance  to  John  S.  Bagg  a  certain  sum 
of  mcHiey ,"  ^  An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  *  An  act  concem* 
ing  mortgages,'  approved  April  19,  1633;"  ^  An  act  suspend- 
ing for  a  limited  time  certain  provisions  of  law,  and  for  other 
purposes." 

STEVENS  T.  MASON. 

June  22, 1837. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the  Senate,  through 
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their  secretary : 

Mr.  SnsAKSK — In  pursuance  of  the  rules  c^  the  Senate,  I 
herewith  return,  without  amendment,  the  bill  entitled  ^  A  bill 
amendatory  to  an  act  entitled  *  An  act  to  authorize  the  boards  of 
supervisors  of  certain  counties  therein  named,  to  borrow  certain 
sums  of  money,  and  for  other  purposes,'  approved  March  24^ 
1836."  Also,  ^  A  resolution  relative  to  the  navigation  of  lake  and 
river  St  Clair."  "•  A  resolution  relative  to  the  harbors  at  the 
mouths  of  the  Kalamazoo  and  Galeain  rivers ;"  and  ^  A  resolu- 
tion relative  to  the  harbor  at  the  mouth  of  the  Clinton  river." 

The  resolutions  entitled  "*  A  resolution  relative  to  the  naviga- 
tion of  lake  and  river  St  Clair,''  and  **  A  resolution  relative  to 
the  harbors  at  the  mouths  of  die  Kalamazoo  and  Graleain  rivers," 
and  **  A  resolution  relative  to  the  harbor  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Clinton  river,"  were,  on  motion,  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Alden  moved  that  a  committee  of  two  be  appointed  to  join 
such  committee  as  may  be  appointed  upon  the  part  of  the  Senate-, 
to  wait  upon  the  Governor  and  inform  him  that  the  legislature  are 
about  to  adjourn,  and  ask  of  him  if  he  has  any  further  communi- 
cation to  make,  which  was  agreed  to^  and  Messrs.  AUen  and 
Bingham  were  appointed  said  committee. 

Mr.  Felch,  from  the  conunittee  on  enrolment,  reported  as  cor<*> 
rectly  enrolled,  the  following  entitled  biU,  '^  An  act  amendatory 
to  an  act  entitled  '  An  act  to  authorize  the  boards  of  supervisoni 
of  certain  counties  therein  named  to  borrow  certain  sums  of 
money,  and  for  other  purposes,'  approved  March  24, 1836.^ 
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The  following  messages  were  received  front  the  Senate* 
through  their  secretary : 

Mr.  Speakeh — In  pursuance  of  the  rules  of  the  Senate,  I 
herewith  transmit  a  bill  which  has  passed  the  Senate,  entitled  ^  A 
bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled  '  An  act  to  provide  for  the  purchase 
of  the  Detroit  and  Pontiac  railroad  company,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses,' "  in  which  the  concurrence  of  the  House  is  respectfully 
requested. 

I  am  also  instructed  to  inform  the  House  that  Messrs.  Moore 
and  Hough  have  been  appointed  a  committee  on  the  part  of  the 
Senate  to  join  the  committee  on  the  part  of  the  House,  to  wait 
on  his  excellency  the  Gfovernor,  and  inform  him  the  legislature 
are  about  to  adjourn,  and  ask  him  if  he  has  any  further  commu- 
nication to  make. 

The  bill .  from  the  Senate  entitled  ^  A  bill  to  amend  an  act  en- 
titled ^  An  act  to  provide  for  the  purchase  of  the  Detroit  and  Pon- 
tiac raihroad  company,  and  for  other  purposes,' "  was  on  motion 
laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Ely  offered  the  foUowmg  resolution,  and  moved  its  adop- 
tion ;  the  question  was  decided  in  the  negative. 

Resolved  by  the  House  of  RepresentcAives^  (the  Senate  con- 
currii^  herein,)  That  our  senators  in  Congress  be  instructed,  and 
our  representative  be  requested,  to  use  their  exertions  to  procure 
an  appropriation  from  Ck>ngress  for  the  improvement  of  the  har- 
bors at  the  mouth  of  North  and  South  Black  rivers  of  Lake  Mi. 
chigan,  and  the  Secretary  of  State  1}e  hereby  instructed  to  tnuos- 
mit  copies  of  this  resolution  to  our  senators  and  representatives 
in  Congress. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the  Executive, 
through  his  private  secretary,  Mr.  Jackson : 
7b  the  House  of  Bepresentatwes : 

I  have  this  day  approved  and  filed  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary 
of  State,  ^  An  act  amendatory  to  an  act  entitled  '  An  act  to  au- 
thorize the  boards  of  supervisors  of  certain  counties  therein 
named,  to  borrow  certain  sums  of  money,  and  for  other  purposes,' 
approved  24th  March,  1836."  *"  An  act  relative  to  the  loan  of 
certain  sums  of  money."    ^  An  act  making  appropriations  at  the 
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extra  session  of  the  I^slature,  held  and  convened  on  the  second 
Monday  of  June,  1837."  ' 

STEVENS  T.  MASON. 

June  22,  1837. 

Mr.  Alden  from  the  committee  on  the  part  of  the  House,  ap- 
pointed to  wait  upon  the  Executive,  and  ask  him  if  he  has  any 
further  communication  to  make  to  this  legislature,  reported  that 
they  had  performed  the  duty  assigned  them,  and  received  for 
answer  from  the  Executive,  that  he  had  no  further  communication 
to  make. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lothrop,  the  House  adjourned  sine  die. 
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(No.  1.) 

Propotitionfor  a  Ihmrfert^tke  Charter  of  the  Detroit  and  &. 
JotqJi  RaSroaa  Ckmipany  to  we  State. 

Detroit,  August  6,  1836. 

Sir — In  reply  to  your  oommunicatioa  of  the  4th  instant,  I  have 
to  atate,  by  auuiority  of  the  directors  of  the  Detroit  and  St  Jo- 
sepli  raihnoad  company,  that  a  fleneral  meeting  of  the  stockhold- 
ers would  be  necessary  to  any  aefimte  action  upon  the  subject  re- 
ferred to  in  the  resolution  enclosed  in  your  letter.  But  while  the 
directors  are  not  authorized  to  bind  the  stockholders  in  the  matter 
in  question,  they  can  confidently  state,  that  the  object  of  the  latter 
in  subscribing  to  the  railroad,  was,  to  etkot  an  important  public 
work,  which  they  believe  to  be  of  primary  importaikce  to  Michi- 
gan ;  and  that  they  will  readily  surrender  their  stock,  upon  the  re- 
payment of  the  sums  advanced,  under  such  an  arran^ment  as 
will  secure  a  completion  of  the  work,  within  a  reasonable  period. 
On  behalf  of  the  company, 

JOHN  BIDDLE,  President. 


(No.  2.) 

Proposition  for  a  Transfer  of  the  Charter  of  the  St.  Clair  and 

Romeo  KaUroad  Company. 

QmcB  or  thb  St.  Clair  and  Romeo  R.  R.  Co., 

December  1,  1836. 

Sir — In  reply  to  your  Excellency's  letter,  making  inquiry  as  to 
the  price  and  terms  on  which  this  company  will  be  willW  to  sur- 
render to  tb^  state  of  Michigan  their  right  to  the  St  uair  and 
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Romeo  railroad,  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  this  company  will 
surrender  to  the  state  their  interest  in  the  road,  on  conditioa  that 
the  state  pay  to  the  company  the  amount  which  shall  have  been 
expended  at  the  time  when  they  shall  require  the  transfer,  ac- 
cording to  their  books ;  and  engage  to  construct  the  road  with 
all  possible  expedition,  and  continue  the  same  to  some  point  on 
Grand  river  or  Lake  Michigan,  completing  the  whole  within  six 
years  from  the  first  of  January  next,  under  the  direction  of  the 
present  company,  subject  to  the  advice  of  the  chief  engineer  of 
the  state. 

Great  progress  has  been  made  in  the  work,  for  the  time  that 
the  company  have  been  organized,  and  about  $5,000  will  have 
been  expended  bv  the  first  of  January  next,  a  detailed  account  of 
which  will  be  submitted  to  the  legi^ture  at  its  approaching 
sion. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

Your  most  ob't  serv't, 

THOMAS  PALMER.  President. 
To  hi9  Excdlency 

Stbvbns  T«  Mason, 

Governor  of  the  State  of  Michigan. 


(No.  3.) 

Communication  from  the  Ihnorable  Wtttiam  A.  Fletcher^  relative 

to  the  revision  of  the  Laws. 

Ann  Arbor,  December  24{A,  1836. 
To  his  Excellency 

Stevens  T.  Mason,  Goucmor,  4^.  ^. 
Sia— By  the  act  of  the  lerislature  appomting  me  to  prepare  a 
code  of  laws  for  the  state,  f  am  required  to  report  the  result  of 
my  labors  in  the  premises,  to  the  legislature,  at  its  next  session; 
and  also  to  report  to  your  Excellency,  the  time  actually  spent  in 
the  performance  of  that  duty.  I  have  made  every  eflfort  to  exe- 
cute the  whole  work  within  the  short  time  limited  for  that  pur- 
pose; and  as  to  the  substantial  provisions,!  have  nearly  completed 
a  revision  of  the  present  statutes,  proposing  numerous  corrections 
and  amendments,  and  many  additions,  to  supply  what  I  considered 
omissions  in  our  present  code,  but  I  found  the  time  too  short  for 
the  performance  of  the  work  in  the  manner  and  to  the  extent  I 
had  designed,  and  as  I  think  necessair  for  .the  best  interests  of 
the  state.  To  have  prepared  a  code  olT  laws,  without  any  attempt 
to  preserve  mainly  the  outlines  and  features  of  the  existing  statu- 
tory regulations,  would  have  required  less  labor  and  time.  But 
I  did  not  deem  it  proper,  or  even  safe,  to  attempt  to  supersede,  or 
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•matarially  ohaog^,  that  large  portion  of  the  staHites  wbiob  had 
'boea  found  conveiiient  and  salutary  in  its  practical  operation,  and 
nrhiob  bad  been  long  in  force,  and  with  which  all  are  familiar. 
-Und^r  these  inipresstonfly  I  endeavored  in  the  first  plaee  to  revise 
carefully  the  present  code,  to  select  those  portions  which  it  was 
thcmght  prop^  to  retain,  to  correct  and  amend  their  provisions, 
Slid  toolasffify  and  arrange  them  in  proper  and  convenient  order, 
•bfivlng  regard  principally  to  the  substance,  rather  ihan  the  phra- 
Molb^.  In  the  pertormanoe  of  this  labor  more  time.^aa  neiBe»- 
eary  than  I  had  anticipated,  owin^  principally  to  a  want  of  fiy#* 
^emdtic  arrangemeht  of  the  various  provisions  of  our  present 
Jtatutes.  Another  important  part  of  tne  labor  coming  within  the 
aooee  of  the  employment,  was  to  incorporate  in  the  revised  code, 
wainew  provisions  as  the  good  government  and  general  weliare 
of  the  state  seemed  to  require,  under  its  present  greatly  altered 
eoadttion  and  prospects.  Little  more  tbctfi  one  halfof  the  specifie 
legislative  enactments,  which  have  been  found  necessary  and 
bttieficial  in  most  of  the  best  regulated  states  in  the  Union,;  ate 
to  be  fixuid  in  our  present  code,  and  when  it  is  considered  ijbat 
more  valuable  improvements  have  been  made  in  the  statutory 
'laws,  in  most  of  the  older  states,  during  the  last  ten  years^  than 
Wvere  made  within  a  century  before,  and  that  these  improvetxienis 
kave  been  proposed  and  adopted  under  the  supervision  and-direcp- 
tkm  of  the  most  experienced  and  competent,  men,  specially  so- 
'lected  fortfae  pnrpose^with  ample  time  for  the  service,!  pk'^suQie  an 
-supblogy  will  hardly  be  necessary,  when  I  state  that  I  have  not  been 
-nle  within  the  short  time  allowed,  to  complete  this  part  of  the  work 
aa  perfectly  as  I  had  designed,  and  as  I  still  think  necessary. 
There  is  yet  another  subject  of  great  importance  in  the  piepanh 
tiaD  and  adoption  of  an  entire  code  of  written  law.^  I  aUwle  to 
the  language  by  which  the  will  of  the  legislature  is  expressed. 
•The  wsnt  of  a  practical  knowledge  of  the  rulea  of  judi^  wbh 
•tcnctioii  of  statutes,  and  the  want  of  simplicity  and  conciseness, 
and  of  great  care  on  the  part  of  those  who  have  permed  the  sta- 
tutes) have  occasioned  an  inunense  amount  of  litigation.  Most 
cf 'onr  general  statutes  are  peculiarly  Habie  lo  obj^tioaioa.  thase 
'jjivinds.  Among  the  improvements  which  I  designed,  and  <aie 
m  which  I  had  perhaps  greater  confidence  of  success  than  inaity 
other,  was  in  the  lan^ua^  of  the  statutes^  Nor  is  my  confidence 
diminished  from  the  limited  efibrts  which  have  been  made  for  this 
purpose ;  but  I  have  not  had  time  to  apply  these  efifortis  but  to  a 
small  portion  of  the  statutes.  This  subject  deserves  the  highest 
consideration,  as  it  must  be  manifest  to  all  that  those  provisions 
and  rules  which  are  designed  to  defend  and  secure  the  rights  and 
interests  of  individuals  and  the  whole  community,  ought  not  to  be 
themselves  the  occasion  of  doubt  and  uncertainty  in  the  law,  and 
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JOf  ittcroasing  the  evils  of  litigatioii. '  Neoecwarily  oomieoted  with 
lliffi  subject^  to  a  very  considerable  extent^  is  the  cIassifiottk>ii  waA 
armngemeot  of  the  various  and  widely  scattered  provisioas  of  the 
etistiflg  statute  In  atteioptiiig  to  secure  these  desniibb  iiH- 
|Mt>v6iiienls,  gireat  and  extensive  alterations  are  neoesitary  in  the 
phraseology,  extending  to  an  entire  revision  and  simplifiGatioii  of 
those  parts  of  the  present  statutes  which  it  will  be  proper  to  retam. 
Flodiiig  that  the  short  time  allowed  for  the  completion  cif  the 
wturk  wiMdd  not  allow  me  that  time  for  each  of  the  objects  abow 
foetitbried  which  was  requisite  to  complete  them  in  the  nuuuior  I 
shocdd  deem  piost  proper,  had  there  been  time  sufficient,  I  was 
under  the  necessity  of  distributing  my  labor  and  eflbrts  eirer  aH 
of  these  subjects,  so  that  I  might  be  able  to  submit  to  the  legdt^ 
tUTB,  at  the  time  required,  the  result  of  my  labors  upon  the  whole 
Wlirk.  I  have  been  actually  employed  in  this  aervioe  a  Uttie 
mors  than  six  months,  and  with  the  labor  of  a  few  days,  caa  be 
]n«pu«d  to  Import  to  the  legislatuie  upon  the  whofe  auljact, 
should  it  be  deemed  necessary  for  the  public  interests  that  the 
^ole  ahould  be  revised  by  the  legislature  at  its  approaching  ae^ 
Sion.  I  cannot,  however,  withhold  the  expression  of  my  firm  con- 
irktion  that  the  public  good  would  be  much  promoted  by  gniag 
«i  ftffther  time  for  the  completion  of  this  important  servioa.  The 
inconvenience  occasioned  by  a  few  months'  delay  in  die  pobbn^ 
ibn  of  the  code,  would,  in  my  opinion,  be  much  move  than  oom- 
fiensated  bv  the  improvements  which  might  be  made,  and  by  Ibe 
ereat  and  fasting  benefits  arising  from  a  more  full,  oondae,  sjb»- 
^  and  systematic  code  than  can  now  be  presented.  The  tinne 
necessary  for  all  the  improvements  which  I  might  deem  of  im- 
pottaaoe,  would  not  extend^  beyond  the  middle  of  September  or 
the  first  of  October  next,  and  I  submit  respectfully  to  tiie  wise 
consideration  of  ihe  ledslature,  whether  such  an  extenauMi  of 
lime  might  not  materiaUy  contribute  to  the  best  interests  of  th^ 
state.  When  the  magnitude  of  the  work,  and  the  labor  and  oate 
n^ceie&iy  Air  its  execution  are  considered,  and  a  proper  estidwle 
fcrmed  of  the  difBcidties  and  responsibility  incident  to  the  under- 
taldig,  and  of  di«  time  necessary  for  the  preparation  of  an  entire 
code  of  statute  law,  I  trust  die  above  cansiderations  will  commsod 
themselves  to  the  favorable  r^ard  of  the  l^slature. 
I  have  tiK  h(»ior  to  be 

Your  Excellency's 

Most  obedient  servant, 

WM.  A.  FLETCHBIt 
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(No.  4.) 

Report  of  the  Auditor  Oeneral.  ^ 

Henry  Howofd^  Treasurer^  in  accaant  with  the  State  of  Mi- 
ehiganyfor  Receipts  and  Expenditurei. 

De. 

1836. 

Oct  1.  To  cash  in  the  tiea3ury»  reported  to 

the  Executive  this  4^7*  •34,676  84 

5.  Cash  received  of  Warren  Chase, 

auctioneer,  Monroe,  for  duties  on 
auction  sales,  %9  89 

6.  Cash  received  of  Jame3  Filsoo,  auc- 

tioneer, Wayne  county,  for  duties 
on  auction  sales.  21  33 

Cash  received  of  Henry  Doty,  auc- 
tioneer, Wayne  county,  for  du- 
ties on  auction  sales,  .161  1& 

17.  Cash  received  of ,  Lucius  Lvon,  pro- 
prietoo:  of  the  seat  of  justice, 
Sanilac,  105  00 

.^.  Cdsh  received  of  James  Patchin,  she- 
riff of  Lenawee  county,  for  taxes,  214  00 


Ilav.  17.  Cash  received  of  Geo.  W.  Hoffioan, 

auctioneer,  for  duties  on  auction  '^ 

sales,  1  62 

Cash  received  of  Henry  M.  Heur    « 
derson,  proprietor  seat  of  jus- 
tice, Gratiot  county,  428  60 

Pec  24.  Cash  received  of  the  Auditor  Ge- 
neral, on  account  of  N.  Hubble, 
sheriff  of  MoQroe  county,  160  06 

Cash  received  of  the  Auc&tor  Gre- 
neral,  on  account  of  Elias  Tay- 
lor, sheriff  of  St.  Joseph  county,  208  00 

Cash  received  of  the  Auditor  Ge- 
neral, on  account  of  Heman 
Pratt,  coroner,  Hillsdale,  20  00 

Cash  received  of  the  Awfitor  Ge- 
neral on  account  pf  Eber  JRoot, 
sheriff,  Cass  county,  68  27 

f  Carried  forward,  6 
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1836,  Brought  forward,  • 

Dec.  24,  Cash  received  of  the  Auditor  Ge- 
neral, on  account  of  Eber  Root, 
auctioneer,  for  sales  at  auctiont      36  93 


563  20 


30.  Cash  received  of  Lemuel  Goodell, 

auctioneer,  Wayne  county,  for 
duties  on  sales  at  auction,  41  03 

Cash  received  of  F.  H.  Stevens, 
fiscal  agent,  for  surplus  paid  him 
on  account  of  Wm.H.C^riswold,      3  00 

31.  Cash  received  of  John  M.  Wilson, 

sheriff,  Wayne  county,  800  00 

Cash  received   of   Henry  Doty, 

auctioneer,  Wayne  county,  for 

auction  duties,  146  24 

Cash  received  of  Robert  Abbott, 
»  Auditor  General,  on  account  of 

Henry  Neil,  auctioneer,  3  00 

Cash  received  of  Wm.  Anderson, 

sherifi^  Washtenaw,  41  12 


$1,034  39 

•37,210  38 

1837. 

Jan.  1.  Balai^  in  the  Treasury,  $27,130  68 

Cr. 

1836.  • 

Oct  1.  By  d^b  paid  warrant,  favor  F.  H. 
« :t  *  Stevens,  fiscal  agent,  for  moneys 

advanced  the  del^atessto  the  Anfi 
Arbor  convention,  1,782  42 

5.  Cash  paid  warrant  favor  J.  E. 
Schwarz,  Adjutant  General,  one 
quarter  salary,  31  25 

Cash   paid  warrant   favor   B.  B. 

Kercheval,  27  00 

7.  Cash  paid  warrant  favor  F.  H.  Ste- 
vens, fiscal  agent,  for  moneys  ad- 
vanced the  (^legates  to  the  Ann 
Arbor  convention,  84  00 

Cash  paid  warrant  favor  F.  H.  Ste^ 
vens,  for  moneys  advanced  G.  R. 


Carried  forward, 


iw 
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1886.  Brought  forward,  $  • 

Oct    7.      Griswold,  fpr  farniahing  journal 

for  the  House  of  Represeniatiyes,    20  W 
15,  Cash  paid  warrant  favor  Eps,  Ran- 

soni,  assistant  justice,  one  quarter 

salary,  295  89 

17,  Cash  paid  warrant  favor  Geo.  Mo- 

rell,  assistant,  justice,  one  quarter 

salary,  301  08 

Cash  paid  warrant  &vor  Henry 

Sleeper,  a  commissioner  locating 

seat  justice  Sanilac  county,  60  00 

Cash  paid  warrant  favor  Martin 

Story,  a  conunisabner  for  Sanilac,  . 

services,  *  45  00 


Cash  paid  warrant  flivor.  Jna  Dela- 
field,  of  N.  Y.,  for  semi-annual 
interest  on  9100,000  from  1st 
May  to  30th  October,  inclusive, 
at  6  per  cent  per  annum,  3,000  00 

21,  C«sh  paid  warrant  fiivor  E.  Famft* 

worth;  Chancellor,  one   quarter 
salary,  Ml  03 

22,  Cash  paid  warrant  favor  H.  V. 

Mann,'  Chas.  Thayer  and  Robert 
Abbott,    commissioners  auditing         ^ 
militia  claims,  180  00 

Cash  paid  warrant  favor  Daniel  Le 
Roy,  for  .one  quarter  salary  as 

Attorney  General,  50  00 

■  ■■■■  ■■>■  II I 

Nov.  17.  Bv  cash  paid  warrants  for  John 
Berry,  A.  H.  Stowell  and  Jere- 
miah Riggs,  commissioners  loca- 
ting seats  justice,  Gratiot  aild. 
Midland  coonties,  $177  and  $141 
each,  95400 

Cash  paid  warrant&vor  J.  K.  Grxos- 

venor,  messenger,  10  00 

Cash  paid  warrant  favor  Abraham 

Butts,  messengeir,  62  50 

Cash  paid  warrant  iaxor  D.  C.  Jen- 
nings, messenger,  62  75 

Cash  paid  warrant  favor  J.  C.  Abel, 

messenger,  102  50 

Carried  forward,  • 
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18S6.  Brought  forward, 

Nov.n.Casb  paid  warrant  favor  H.  A.  Le- 

vaie,  messenger,  160  00 

Cash  paid  warrant  fiiTor  C.  C.  Dcfog- 

lass,  locating  state  lands,  484  ftO 

Cash  paid  warrant  favor  H.  How- 
ard, one  quarter  salary,  76  00 

Cash  paid  S.  T.  Mason,  (no  war- 
rant,) 500  00 
Dec.  3.  By  cadi  paid  warrant  fiivor  S.  F. 

Fletcher,  10  50 

Cash  paid  warrant  &yor  H.  Garri-   ^ 
son  &  Ca,  2  50 

Cash  paid  warrant  favor  Wns.  Teiv 

ry,  to  00 

Cash  paid  warrant  favor  Geo.  P. 

Davi£^  6  08 

Cash  paid  warrant  &vor  F.  H.  Ste- 
vens, fiscal  agent,  for  moneys  ad- 
vanced John  McDonell,  chairman 
of  committee  for  repaini  to  the  • 

capitol,  150  00 

Cash  paid  warrant  favor  F.  H.  Ste- 
vens, fiscal  agent,  for  moneys,  J. 
MpDonell  chairman,  for  repain 
to  {he  roof  of  capitol,  300  00 

Cash  paid  warrant  ftvor  Frs.  Char** 

ter.  Of  50 

7.  Cash    paid   wanruit    fitvor   Wm. 

Thompson,  surgecxi  in  the  militia, 
founded  on  quarter  month's  scrip,     45  00 

8.  Cash  paid  warrant  &vor  W.  n. 

Hoag,  for  120  miles  travel,  as 
elector  of  President  and  Vice 
President,  24  00 

Cash  paid  warrant  fovor  D.  Le  Roy, 

tor  52  miles  travel  as  do.,  10  40 

15.  Cash  paid  warrant  fiivor  F.  H.  Sta» 
,  vens,  fiscal  agent,  in  part  of  ap- 
propriation to  defray  expenses  of 
Aim  Arbor  convention,  held  at 
Ann  Arbor,  September  last,  102  50 


02,424  25 


•*•■ 


Carried  forward,  0 
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1886.  Brought  forward, 

Dec.17.Ca8h  paid  warrant  favor  Jno.  Mc- 
Donell,  for  services  as  senator, 
July  session,  48  00 

17.  Cash  paid  warrant  favor  Wm.  Dra- 
per for  distributing  2000  copies 
of  pamphlets  of  8  sheets,  at  1  cent 
each,  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
Ann  Arbor  convention,  through 
post  office,  60  00 

2S.  Cash  paid  warrant  favor  James  B. 
Stewart,  being  overplus  of  mo- 
ney deposited  in  the  treasury  to 
defray  the  expenses  of  the  com- 
missioners in  reviewing  the  seat 
of  justice  in  Branch  county,  88  M 

#8,470  78 

Cash  paid  warrant  favor  R.  Ab- 
bott, Auditor  General,  for  one 

3 uarter  salary,  76  00 

I  paid  warrant  favor  R.  Abbott,    • 
for  postage,  35  00 

Cash  paid  warrant  favor  B.  Wood- 
worth,  messenger  from  Detrdt  to 
Tecumseh,  20  00 

Cash  paid  warrant  favor  B.  Wood- 
worth,  from  Detroit  to  Pontiac,        10  DO 

Cash  paid  warrant  favor  L.  Vande- 
walker.  Sheriff  Kalamazoo,  for 
surplus  money  paid  into  the  trea- 
sury on  account  of  taxes,  26  25 

Cash  paid  warrant  favor  M.  J.  Ba- 
con, December  2d,  75  00 
81.  Cash  paid  warrant  favor  K.  Prit- 

chette,  for  one  quarter  salary,        200  00 

HSl  36 

Balance  in  the  Treasury  carried  to 

account,  M7,Idl  <I8 


•87^210  88 


[Duplicate.] 

ROBERT  ABBOTT, 

Auditor  Oenendj  8.  M. 
AVDrroR's  Office,      ) 
January i  1886.  ) 


•406  DOCUMENTS. 

(No.  6.) 

1.1 

Statement  of  the^  Ordinary  Expenditures  of  the  State  ofMicUr 
gan  during  the  year  ending  31^  liecember,  1836. 

Governor  Mason,  for  one  quarter  year's  salary,  end- 
ing 3d  February,  1830,  at  92000  per  annum,         $500  00 
Martin  Story,  for  services  as  $ergeant-at-anns»  9  00 

D.  Petty,  for  cabinetwork  furnish^  Senate  chamber,  910  00 

J.  &M.  Palmer,  for  carpeting  do.  do.  136  75 

Watkins&Joy,for  upholstery  do.  do.  ^  .405  00 

J.  &  J.  Watson,  for  carpeting  do.  da  26  25 

G.  B.  Martin  &  Co.,  for  stoves  and  stove  pipe,  furnish- 
ed Senate  chamber,  and  setting  up  same,  170  46 
Chas.  6.  Hammond  &  Co.,  for  carpeting  and  stove 

pipe  furnished  Senate  chamber,  46  50 

Wright  Ac  Solomon,  for  mahogany  table  and  desk 

furnished  Senate  chamber,  80  00 

Morrison  Paulding,  for  stove  and  pipe  furnished  Se- 
nate chamber,  21  00 
Levi  Skinner,  for  cleaning  and  policing  stoves,  3  00 
F.  H.  Stevens,  fiscal  agent,,  for  pay  and  mileage  sun- 
dry members  legislature,                                            .  646  80 
John  Norvell,  for  (us  postage  account,                                55  00 
A.  H.  Stowell,  for  stationery  furnished  the  legisla- 
ture,                                                                             808  79 
Morse  &  Bagg,  for  printing  bill,                                       100  00 
F.  H.  Stevens,  fiscal  agent,  for  pay  and  mileage  of 

sundry  members  of  the  legislature,  14,024  79 

F.  H.  Stevens,  for  expenses  attending  funeral  of  J. 

P.  Fay,  48  56 

F.  H.  Stevens,  for  wood  and  other  articles  furnished 
the  le^slature,  147  91 

A.  H.  McKinstry,  fiscal  a^nt,  for  money  loaned  to 

pay  members  of  the  legislature,            1,700  00  )  ,  ^^^  «^ 

ftriaterest  on  do.  to  March  6,  1836,        34  70  )  *'^"  ^^ 

B.  Woodworth,  for  committee  rooms,  50  00 
K.  ftitchette,  for  one  quarter  year's  salary  as  Secre- 
tary of  State,  at  8800  per  ann.,  200  00 

:K.  Pritchette,  for  salary,  from  1st  January  to  31st 

March,  1836,  105  24 

Charles  Tryon,  for  making  index  and  marginal  notes 
V>  the  laws  and  journal  of  the  special  session  of 
the  legislature,  24  00 


DOCUMENTS.  4W 

Broufiht  forward,  • 

James  K.  AyeriU,  for  newipapen  fumiihed  the  le* 

gislaturey  '  6  00 

Tamfy  K.  Brown,  fivr  serviees  as  engroffdng  dmrk  to 

the  legisIatHre,  80  00 

C.  C.  Hascail,  for  pay  as  member  of  the  legislature,  08  60 

Joha  Gibson,  for  atteDdingthe  sapreme  court,  Jan- 
uary term,  M  50 

Morse  &  Bagg,  for  printing,  and  other  documents 

furnished  the  legislature,  600  1ft 

I4.  L.  Morse,  far  tiationery  fomished  the  legislature.  Of  08 

Mouse  &  Bagg,  for  Free  ¥reas  and  extra  printing 

ftmnshed  both  houses  cS  the  legislature,  441  00 

Britton  &;  Moore,  for  furniture  for  the  Secretary  of 

State's  office,  100  00 

Thos.  Christian,  for  services  as  enrolling  clerk  to  the 

legislature,  80  00 

Thos.  Christian,  for  copyiqg  the  laws  of  the  special 

session  of  the  legislature,  14  50 

Alpheus  White,  for  white-washing  and  plastering 
the  Senate  chamber,  and  washing  same  and  fur- 
nishii^  boxes  for  the  stoves,  88  Oft 

Robert  Abbott,  for  one  quarter  year's  salary  as  Au- 
ditor General,  at  0300  per  ann.,  75  00 

GSeo.  R.  Griswold,  for  brining  up  journals  and  other 

records  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  60  00 

Geo.  W.  Dexter,  for  gc»ng  to  Monroe  and  bringiag 

back  absent  members,  80  00 

Governor  Mason,  for  one  quarter  year's  salary,  fiOO  00 

H.  Howard,  for  one  quarter  year's  salary  as  Trear 

surer,  at  0300  per  ann.,  7ft  00 

Moore  &  Chandler,  for  paying  laborers  attd  materi- 
als found  in  fitting  up  and  deaning  the  capitol,  Sft  7ft 

Secretary  of  State,  Auditor  General  and  Ti^easurer, 
for  stationery  forthe  use  of  their  several  offices, 
100  dollars  each,  800  00 

E.  J.  Tan  Buren,  for  newspapers  furnished  the  lepa^ 

lature,  4  00 

E.  J.  Van  Buren,  for  printing  laws  passed  at  the  ex- 
tra session  of  the  legislature,  86  00 

McArthur  &  Hurlbut,  for  stationery  furnished  the 

l^slature,  8  81 

S.  W.  Johnson,  for  stationery  furnished  the  legisla- 
ture, 482  01 


m^^tmam 


Carried  forward, 
63 
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Brought  forward,  * 

Wm.  U.  Griswold^  for  actini^  clerk,  for  the  legiala* 

•ture, 
Rueben  Gibson,  for  furnishing  fiiel  for  the  l^^laturs, 
S.  P.  Fletcher,  for  carpeting  and  trimmings  for  60- 
'  wvewior's  room, 

A.  Morton,  for  ateistant  clerk  to  the  legislature, 
Moore  &  Chandler,  for  white- washing  and  cleaning 

the  capitol, 
Silas  D«  McKeen,  for  enrolling  clerk  to  the  Sesiate, 
Edward  A.  King,  for  fumishingrecords  of  the  le^s^. 

lative  journal  and  recording  Executive  journal, 
Aarch.  Salmon,  for  two  desks  for  the  legislature, 
Beriah  Brown,  for  newspapers  furnished  the  legisla- 
••ture, 

M.  Paulding,  for  furnishing  stoves  and  pipe  for  the 
'  <  capitol, 

F.  H.  Stevens^  for. salary  as  fiscal  a^nt, 
Ct  C.  Trowbridge,  cashier  Bank  oT. Michigan,  for 
moneys  loaned  the  legislature,  and  interest  on  same^ 
F.  H.  Stevens,  president  Michigan  state  bank,  for 
\  nK)neys  loaned  the  legislature,  and  interest  on  same» 
J.  E.  Schwarz,  for  one  quarter  year's  salary,  at  $125 
'  per  ann., 

Rufus  Brown,  for  stationery  for  use  of  Senate  and 
«'  Hoase  of  Representatives, 
Kintzing  Pritchette,  for  one  quarter  year'is  salary, 
60V.  A&son,  for  this  amount  appropriated  as  a  con-* 
otingent  fund, 

Albert  Chandler,  for  extra  services  rendered  the  le- 
<*mdlature, 

Caleb  F.  Davis,  for  painting  and  glazing  on  capitol, 
Geo.  L.  Whitney,  for  newspapers' furnished  the  le- 
gislature, 
J.  J.  Adam,  for  preparing  manual  and  extra  services, 
Pi»  H.  Stevens,  fiscal  agent,  for  paying  members 

of  the  legislature, 
J:  J.'  Adam,  for  extra  services  rendered  the  legisla- 
ture, 
J».  Huston,  for  services  as  door  keeper  to  the  House 

of  Representatives, 
Geor  W,  Dexter,  for  services  as  sergeant-at-arms 

to  the  Senate, 
Joshua  Coates,  for  services  as  reporter  to  the  House 
of  Representatives, 

Carried  forward, 
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Brought  forward, . 

A.  E.  Hathan,  for  services  as  surveyor  around  the ' 
capitol, 

J.  J.  Adam,  for  map  for  the  use  of  the  Senate, 

Hamet  &  Vaughn,  for  stationery  for  the  use  of  the 
legislature, 

iidward  D.  Ellis,  for  newspapers  furnished  the  le- 
gislature, 

Stevens  T.  Mason,  for  state  seal  furnished, 

N.  H.  Hart,  for  services  as  enrolling  clerk  to  the  Se- 
nate, 

J.  J,  Adam,  for  extra  services  and  a  book  wherein  to 
record  Executive  journal, 

J.  B.  Watson,  services  as  clerk, 

Lewis  Bond,  for  services  as  sergeant-at-arms  to  the 
House  of  Representatives, 

Jno.  S.  Bagg,  for  printing  bills  and  other  documents 
for  the  legislature, 

W.  S.  Drake,  for  extra  services  as  recordii^  clerk 
to  the  Senate, 

Albert  Chandler,  for  extra  services  as  recording  clerk 
to  the  House  of  Representatives, 

Thomas  Lappin,  for  services  as  messenger  to  the 
House  of  Representatives, 

P.  H.  Stevens,  for  stationery  furnished  the  legislature, 

S.  McKni^ht,  his  postage  account, 

Thos.  Chnstian,  for  services  as  enrolling  clerk  to  the 
House  of  Representatives, 

L.  L.  Morse,  for  stationery  furnished  the  legislature^ 

E.  P.  Gardner,  for  newspapers  furnished  the  legisla- 
ture, 

Diodate  Hubbard,  for  services  as  sergeant-at-arms 
during  the  absence  of  sergeant, 

John  Griffin,  for  services  at  capitol  during  vacation 
and  on  the  Executive  offioe, 

William  A.  Fletcher,  for  ^lary  as  circuit  judge  from 
1st  April  to  4th  July, 

William  A.  Fletcher,  for  one-fourth  year's  salary  as 
commissioner  to  revise  the  laws,  $1,500  fler  year, 

John  Delafield,  Esq.,  cashier  Phamix  bank,  for  one- 
half  year's  instalment  of  interest  due  Ist  Novem- 
ber, 1836,  on  the  9100,000  loan, 

John  E.  Schwarz,  for  one-fourth  year's  sakry  as  ad- 
jutant general. 

Carried  forward. 


aoo 

9  00 

9  50 

f 

8  00 

as  00 

15  00 

80  00 

6jOO 

15  00 

1 

467  d6 

• 

10  00 

4 

45  M) 

15  00 
192  32 

10  J17 

1 

10  00 
118  69 

8  00 

•  • 

lAOO 

r 

46  95 

387  32 

.  /i 
375'  00 

•r  ..      1 

•  ^    ..  ;   1 

3,000  00 

31  00 

000  DOCUMEI^TS. 

Brouffht  forward,  $ 

Geoi^  R.  Grriswold,  for  fiunishiiig  and  preparing 
oomplete  for  the  press,  the  journals  of  tne  House 
of  Representatiyes,  2Q  00 

Epaph's  Ranaom,  for  salary  as  aasodate  justice  of 
tte  supreme  court,  from  the  18th  July  to  October 
1,  18S6,  at  91,500  per  annum,  205  80 

CSeorge  Morell,  for  salary  as  do.  to  October  1, 1886, 

da  801  OS 

W.  C.  Whiteman,  for  services  as  clerk  of  Cass  comi- 
ty, copying  returns  of  the  vote  for  sheriff  of  said 
county,  0  84 

Robert  Abbott,  for  salary  as  Auditor  Genera)  of  the 
'    territory,  from  1  st  to  28  th  February,  1830,  at  0200 

W^r  annum,  16  00 

illiam  A.  Fletcher,  for  salary  as  Chief  Justice, 

from  4th  July  to  30th  September,  1886,  380  20 

Kintzing  Pritchette,  for  one-fourth  year's  salary  as 

Secretary  of  State, 
Kintzing  Pritchette,  for  the  purpose  of  eflecting  insch 

ranee  on  the  capitol, 
Henry  Howard,  for  one-fourth  year's  salary  as  Trea- 
surer, 
Robert  Abbott,  one-fourth  do.  do.  as  Auditor  Gene* 

ral, 
Robert  Abbott,  for  postage  on  letters  received  at 

Auditor  General's  office, 
William  A*  Fletcher,  for  (me-fourth  year's  salary  as 

cooflnissiooer  to  revise  the  laws. 
Secretary  of  State,  Auditor  General  and  Treasurer, 

for  office  rent  up  to  January  1, 1837,  $50  each, 
H.  Howard,  far  extra  services  as  Treasurer, 
William  H.  Griswold,  for  clerk  to  the  House  of  Re- 

Wpresentatives, 
dliam  Hill,  foi^  white- washing  rooms  in  capitol. 

Snow  &,  Fisk,  for  stationery  furnished  the  legislature 
and  Executive, 

Kintzing  Pritchette,  for  makii^  an  index  and  mar- 
ginal notes  to  the  laws. 

Governor  Mason,  for  one*fourth  year's  salary, 

Elon  Fbmsworth,  for  salary  as  Chancellor  from  the 
18th  Julv  to  30th  September,  1836^  at  91,500, 

Daniel  LeKoy ,  for  one-tburth  yeai^s  salary  as  Attor- 
ney General, 

Carried  forward. 
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«  Brought  forward,  • 

Gofemor  MaBon,  for  one-foarth  year's  salary  up  to 

3l8t  October,  1636,  500  00 

H.  Howard,  for  one-fourth  yeai^s  salary  as  Trea* 

surer,  75  00 

F.  Charter,  for  pay  as  member  of  the  legislature,  89  50 

S.  P.  Fletcher,  for  arrearages  on  carpeting,  10  50 

George  P.  Davis,  for  glazing  dome  on  capitol,  ^  5  68 

William  Terry,  for  extra  sei  vices  as  messenger  lo 

the  l^slature,  10  00 

H.  D.  (Surrison  &  €k>.,  for  boxe»  famished  the  capi- 

tol,  2  50 

F.  H.  Stevens,  fiscal  a^nt,  for  cash  paid  J.  McDo- 
nell,  chairman  committee  ways  and  means,  for  ma- 
terials furnished  and  labor  done  on  capitol,  IM  00 
F.  H.  Stevens,  fiscal  agent,  for  cash  paid  J.  McDo- 
neH,  chairman  committee  ways  and  means,  for  ma- 
terials furnished  and  labor  done  on  roof  of  capitd,         390  00 
John  McDonell,  for  member  of  legislature,  48*  00 
S.  Vandewalker,  for  this  amount  paid  into  the  trea- 
sury, a  surplus  of  the  amount  of  taxes,  collected 
in  A^alamazoo  county,  being  the  fees  of  town  and 
county  clerks,  S6  25 
IL  Abbott,  for  one-fourth  year's  salary  as  Auditor 

General,  '  75  00 

R.  Abbott,  for  postage  account  on  documents  recei- 
ved at  and  sent  from  his  office,  £5  00 
K.  Pritcbette,  for  one-fourth  year's  salary  as  Secre- 
tary of  State,                                                                200  00 

ii  ^^^— — 

•50,301  26 

HENRY  HOWARD,  Treasurer. 

Statb  Tjubascbbr's  OpncB, ) 
Detroit.  December  31, 1836.      ) 

State  qf  Michigan^  in  acoourU  with  Henry  Howard  f  Treasurer 

Dr. 

1836. 
Oct  5.  To  paying  warrant  favor  Jno.  E. 

Schwarz,  831  25 

F.  H.  Stevens,  fiscal  agent,  27  00 

F.  H.  Stevens,  fiscal  agent,        1,782  42 

81,840  67 


Carried  forward. 


SOS  DOCUMENTS. 

Brought  forward,  $ 
1836. 

Octld.  To  F.  H.  Stevens,  fiscal  agent,  84  00 

F.  H.  Stevens,  fiscal  agent,  20  00 

17.       George  Morell,  301  03 

Epa]£'s  Ransom,  295  89 

Martin  Story,  ,   46  00 

John  Sleeper,  60  00 


104  00 


701  92 


John  Delafield,  Eaq.  Cashier  Pbenix  bank. 
New  York,  to  meet  half  yearly  instalment 
of  interest  due  Ist  Nov«,  1836,  on  loan 
of  $100,000,  ,3,000  00 

21.       Elon  Famsworth,  #301  03 

Mann,  Thayer  &  Abbott,  180  00 

481  03 

27.       Daniel  Le  Roy,  x  50  00 

Nov.l.       Gk)v.  Mason,  x  500  00 


17.       A.  H.  Stowell,  441  00 

John  Berry,  141  00 

23.  Abraham  Butts,  62  50 
J.  K.  Grqsyenor,  10  00 
D.  C.  Jennings,  62  75 

24.  J.  C.  Abel,  102  50 
29.       H.  A.  Levake,  150  00 


80.       A.  H.  Stowell,  177  00 

John  Berry,  177  00 

Henry  Howard,  75  00 

Dec  8.       Geo.  R.Griswold,  for  F.  Charter,  37  50 

Jeremiah  Riggs,  141  00 

Jeremiah  Riggs,  177  00 

S.  P.  Fletcher,  10  50 

Geo.  P.  Davis,  6  63 

Wm,  Terry,  10  00 

6.       H.  D.  Garrison  &  Co., 

F.  H.  Stevens,  fiscal  agent, 
F.  H.  Stevens,  fiscal  agent, 

8.       William  H.  Hoag, 
Daniel  Le  Roy, 

Carried  forward, 
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Brought  forward,  $               f 
1836. 

Dec.21.  To  John  McDoodl,  4S  00 

William  R.  Thompson,  45  00 

C.  C.  Douglass,  484  dO 

William  Draper,  60  00 

F.  H.  Stevens,  fiscal  agent,  192  50 

M.  J.  Bacon,  75  00 

906  00 

SS.       J.  B.  Stewart,  88  50 

M.       S.  Van  De  Walker,  26  25 

R.  Abbott,  76  00 

R.  Abbott,  26  00 

•                 B.  Woodworth,  30  00 


156  35 


DedSl.  To  paid  warrant  for  K,  FritcheUe,  erne 

quarter  year's  salary,  200  00 

Balance  carried  to  credit  of  the  state,  27,130  68 


887,210  88 


\  ' 


Ca. 


1836. 

October  1.  By  balance  on  hand  this  day,  $34,676  84 

6.  By  amount  received  of  Warren  Chiise, 
auctioneer,  duties  on  goods, 
Henry    Doty,  auctioneer,  duties  ofx 

goods, 
James  Filson,  aucticHieer,  duties  on. 
goods, 
17.    Lucius  Lyon,  to  defraying  expense  of 
'    oommissicmers  in  locating  Sanilac 
county  site, 
81.    James  Fatchen,  sheriff  of  Lenawee 
.M^  u  county, 

Nov.  12.    Geo.  W.  Hoffipan,  auctioneer,  duties 
•n  ••  on  ^oods, 

17.  K.  M.  Henderson,  to  defraying  ex- 
pense of  commissioners  in  locating 
Gratiot  county  site,  423  00 

Dec.  24.    Wm.  Anderson,  sheriff  of  Washtenaw 

countv,  taxes,  41  12 

26.    N.Hubble,  sheriff  of  Monroe  co.,taxes,  150  00 

Elias  Taylor,  sheriff  of  St.    Joseph 
county,  taxes,  298  00 

Carried  forward,  $ 
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Brought  forward,  $ 

18S6. 
Dec.  26.    Ebea.  Root,  sheriff  of  Gass  tsouaty^ 

taxes,  100  20 

'H.  Pratt,  auctioneer,  dutiaa  on  goods,  20  00 

U.  Neil,  auctioneer,  duties  an  ^ood%  3  00 

P.  H.  Stevens,  overplas  paid  faun  for 

Wm.  H.  Griswold,  8  00 

30.  Lemuel  Gkx)dell,  auctioneer,  duties  on 

ffoods,  41  03 

J.  M.  Willson,  sheriff,  taxes,  800  00 

31.  H.  Doty,  auctioneer,  duty  on  goods,  140  24 

•37,210  33 


Dec.  31.    By  balance  on  hand  this  day,  #27430  4W 

HENRY  HOWARD,  IWwnim-. 

♦ 

State  Treasurer's  Office, 
Detrtrit^  December  31,  1836. 

r 

Statement  of  Receipts  into  theTreasuryof  the  State  cf  MiMgan 
during  the  year  ending  3lst  December^  183i3. 

1830. 
Mar.  3.  Received  part  of  the  loan  of  one 

hundred  thousand  dollars,  $36,000  00 

28.     Balance  to  the  credit  of  A.  H. 
McKinstry  fiscal  agent,  re? 
ceivedfi'om  the  Michigan  state 
bank,  32  7& 

This  sum  loaned  of  the  Bank  of 

Michigan,  #4,000  00 

This  sum  loaned  of  the  Michi- 
gan state  bank,  6,000  00 

' 10,000  00 

April  13.    Of  Lemuel  Goodell,  auctioneer,  >'* 

duties  on  goods,  49  08 

May    9,    Of  sheriff  of  Calhoun  county, 

for  taxes,  137  00 

21.  Of  L.  J.  Daniels  and  (Jeorge 
Cooper,  expense  of  commis- 
sioners in  locating  Van  Buren 
county  site,  252  75 

Carried  forward,  $ 
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1886,  Brought  folrward,  • 

June    2.    Of  sheriff  of  Lapeer  county,  for 

taxes  24  70 

4.  Of  C.  Thayer,  part,  but  in  full  of 
expense  of  locating  Ingham 
county  site,  48  60 

7.    Of  sheriff  of  Monroe  county, 

for  taxes,  600  00 

13.    Balance  of  the  loan  of  one  hun« 

dred  thousand  dollars,  64,000  00 

Of  J.  B.  Stewart,  to  defray  the 
expense  of  commissioners  re- 
viewing Branch  county  site,  360  00 
15.    Of  Andrew  Mack,  to  demy  tiie 
expense  of  commissioners  in 
locating  Shiawassee    county 
site,' 
28.    Of  James  Filson,  auctioneer,  du- 
ties on  goods, 
30.    Of  Lemuel  Goodell,  auctioneer, 
duties  on  goods, 
July  i8.    Of  sheriff  of  Italamazoo  county, 

for  taxes. 
Of  sheriff  of    Allegan,  county, 

for  taxes, 
Of  sheriff  of   Jackson  county, 

for  taxes. 
Of  A.  H.  Stowell,  auctioneer, 
6.    Of  Levi  Cook,  balance  in  his 
hands  as  late  territorial  trea- 
surer, 
IL    Of  sheriff  of  Calhoun  county, 

for  taxes, 
15.    Of  sheriff  of  Washtenaw  coun- 
ty, for  taxes, 
Of  William  White,  auctioneer, 
duties  on  goods, 
21.    Of  sheriff  of  Branch  county,  for 

taxes, 
26.    Of  sheriff  of  Washtenaw  cx>un- 
ty,  for  taxes, 
Aug.  13.    Of  sheriff  of  Wayne  county,  for 

taxes, 
15.    Of  shenff  of  Livingston  county, 
for  taxes. 

Carried  forward,  8 
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123  42 

135  09 

47  78 

t267  47 

68  35 

35  15 
00  07 

1,22146 

800 

274  06 

200 

58  60 

10  00 

1,000  00 

25  66 
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1836.  Brought  forward,  $ 

Aug.  31.    J.  W.  Hall,  auctiooeer,  duties 

on  goods,  8  66 

Of  sheriff  of  Hillsdale  county, 
for  taxes, 
SepC  10.    Of  sheriff  of  Washtenaw  coun- 
ty, for  taxes, 
.  21 .    Of  coroner  of  Lenawee  county, 

for  taxes, 
80.'    Of  Lemuel  Goodell,  auctioneer, 
duties  on  goods. 
Of  Lemuel  Goodell,  auctioneer, 

duties  on  goods. 
Of  sheriff  of  Jackson  county, 
for  taxes, 
Oct.    5.    Of  Warren  Chase,  auctioneer, 

duties  on  goods, 
Of  Henry  Doty,  aucticmeer,  du- 
ties on^oods, 
Of  James  Filson,  auctioneer,  du- 
ties on  goods, 
17.    Of  Lucius  Lyon,  to  defray  the 
expense  of  commissioners  in 
locating  Sanilac  county  site, 
21.    Of  sheriff  of  Lenawee  county, 
for  taxes, 
Nov.  12.    Of  W.  Hoffman,  auctioneer,  du- 
ties on  goods, 
17.    Of  H.  M.  Henderson,  to  defray 
expense  of  commissioners  in 
locating  Gratiot  county  site, 
Dec  24.     Of  William  Anderson,  sheriff  of 

Washtenaw  county,  for  taxes, 
26.    Of  N.  Hubble,  sheriff  of  Mon- 
roe  county,  for  taxes, 
Of  E.  Taylor,  sheriff  of  St.  Jo- 
seph county,  for  taxes. 
Of  Eben  Root,  sheriff  of  Cass 

county,  for  taxes, 
Of  H.  Pratt,  auctioneer,  duties 

on  goods, 
Of  H.  Neil,  auctioneer,  duties  on 

goods, 
Of  F.  H,  Stevens,  for  this  amount 

Carried  forward, 


22  87 

264  62 

8129 

48  61 

1  88 

11  50 

9  80 

161  15 

21  33 

105  00 

214  00 

1  62 

428  00 

41  12 

150  00 

293  00 

100  20 

20  00 

300 
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1836.  Brought  forward, 

Dec.  26.        over  paid  him  for  William  H. 

Griswold,  3  00 

30.    Of  L.  Goodell,  auctioneer,  du- 
ties on  ^oods,  41  03 
Of   J.   M:  Wilson,  sheriff  of 

Wayne  county,  for  taxes,  800  00 

Of  H.  Doty,  auctioneer,  duties 
on  goods,  146  24 

•117,544  74 


Recapitulation. 

Loans, 

•110,000  00 

Taxes, 

5,611  93 

Auction  duties. 

697  29 

County  sites, 

1,202  79 

A.  H.  McKinstry,  fiscal 

agent, 

32  75 

•117,544  74 

HENRY  HOWARD,  Trewnirer. 

State  Treasuiier's  Office, 
Detroit,  December  81,  1836. 

Statement  of  Moneys  paid  the  folloitmg  persons  for  services  as 
Commissioners  in  locating  County  Sites,  4^. 

John  Bronson,         Ingham    county,  $48  60 

John  Greenfield,  ^ 

Samuel  Axford,  >  Shiawassee  do.         $41  14  each,        123  42 

Garry  Spencer,  ) 

John  Sleeper,        Sanilac         do.  60  00 

Martin  Story,  do.  do.  45  00 

John  Berry,        ) 

A.H.  Stowell,    [Midland        do.         8117  00 each,     53100 

Jei^miah  Riggs,  ; 

John  Berry,        ) 

A.  H.  Stowell,    >  Gratiot  do.         9Ul  00  each,     423  00 

Jeremiah  Riggs,  ) 

H.  Whightman,  )  54  00 

Charles  Grant,     >  Reviewing  Branch  county  site,  70  50 

Wm.  H.  Hoag,   )  42  00 

Carried  forward,  • 
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Brought  forward,  # 

James  B.  Stuart,  for  balance  due  him  for  moneys  de- 
I)08ited  to  defray  the  expense  of  reviewing  the  county 
site  of  Branch  county,  88  50 

•1,481  02 

HENRY  HOWARD,  Treasurer. 

Stats  Treasurer's  Office,  ) 
Detroit,  Dec.  31,  1836.      ) 

Abstract  of  Receipts  and  Expenditures  of  the  Stale  of  Michigan 
for  the  year  ending  December  31,  1836. 


Receipts — ^Prom  Loans, 

<(1 10,000  00 

"     Taxes, 

5,611  93 

"      Auction  duties. 

697  29 

"      County  sites. 

1,202  77 

«     A.  H.  McKinstry, 

9 
■ 

fiscal  agent, 

32  75 

9117,544  74 

Expendfs — For  Ordinary  purposes,      50,301  26 

«   Extraordinary  do.         38,631  78 
"    County  sites,  1,481  62. 

■  ■   II.   ■         m  •<      ■    I 

90,414  06 
Balance  on  hand,    27,130  68 


•117,544  74 

HENRY  HOWARD,  Jhsasurer. 

State  Treasurer's  Office,  ) 
Detroit,  Dec.  31,  18B6.      ) 

Statement  of  the  extraordinary  expenditures  of  the  State  of  3fidki- 
gan,  during  the  year  ending  3lst  December. 

Kintzing  Pritchette,  for  services  and  expenses  going 
to  and  returning  from  Philadelphia,  New- York 
and  Boston,  to  negotiate  the  loan  of  $100,000,  9354  00 

Sheldon  McKnight,  for  printing  the  proceedings  and 
journals  and  aJl  other  documents  of  the  convention 
to  form  the  constitution,  750  05 

John  A.  Welles,  cashier  Farmers'  and  me- 
chanics' bank,  for  this  amount  loaned 
by  Levi  Cook,  Esq.,  territorial  treasurer,  6,561  75 

Interest  on  da  from  24th  June,  1835,  to 
March  3d,  1836,  316  40 


6,878  15 


Carried  forward, 
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Brought  forward,  $ 

C.  C.  Trowbridge,  cashier  Bank  of  Michi- 
gan, for  this  amount  loaned  by  Levi 
Cook,  Esq.,  territorial  treasurer,  10,636  06 

Interest  on  do,  from  24th  June,  1835,  to 
March  4, 1836,  514  96 


11,151  02 


L.  K.  Grosvenor,         10  00 


J 


Charles  W.  Whipple,  for  services  rendered  by  an  as- 
sistant clerk  under  the  direction  of  the  convention 
to  form  the  constitution,  B  00 

Chas.  W.  Whipple,as  secretary  to  do.  do.  15  00 

Marshall  J.  Bacon,       do.  do.  do.  15  00 

S.  N.  Gantt,  for  printing  the  proceedings  of  the  Ann 
Arbor  convention,  furnishing  paper  and  binding 
in  pamphlet  form,  192  50 

William  Draper,  for  distributing  the  proceedings  of 
said  convention,  60  00 

Pay  as  special  mes- 
H.  A.  Levake,  $150  00^  sengers,  conveying 

Julius  C.  Abel,  102  50    to  seat  of  govem- 

Abr'm  Butts,  63  50  >ment  of  the  state, 

Darius  C.  Jennings,      62  75    retumofvotesgiven 

for  President  and  V. 
Pres't  of  the  U.  S.,  887  75 

Wm.  H.  Hoag,  $24  00  )  Pay  as  electors  of  Presi- 
Daniel  LeRoy,      10  40  ^  dent  and  Vice-President,  84  40 

C.  C.  Douglass,  for  his  services  and  expenses  as 

agent  to  locate  state  lands,  484  50 

Sundry  persons,  for  services  in  msuntaining  the  su- 
premacy of  the  laws,  13,59148 
F.  H.  Stevens,  fiscal  agent,  for  expenses  attending 

the  late  Aim  Arbor  convention,  1,893  42 

,A.  H.  McKinstry,  cashier  Michigan  state 
bank,  for  cash  loaned  Governor  Mason, 
expended  in  maintaining  the  supremacy 
of  the  laws,  2.700  00 

Interest  on  do.  to  March  19,  1836,  five 
months  and  fifteen  days,  86  62 

2,786  62 

B.  Woodworth,  for  services  as  express  from  Detroit 
to  Tecumseh  and  Pontiac,  conveving  to  the  elec- 
tors of  President  and  Vice-Presioent  the  certified 
statement  of  the  board  of  state  canvassers,  agreea- 
bly to  the  12th  section  of  act  of  March,  1836,  30  00 

838,631  78 
HENRY  HOWARD,  Treasurer. 
State  Treasurer's  Office,      ) 
Detroit,  December  SI,  ISse,   S 
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RepoH  of  the  State  Treasurer, 

State  Treasurbr's  QpncEy  \ 
Detroit,  Dec.  31,  1836.      \ 

Sir — Agreeable  to  your  instructions,  I  herewith  present  you 
with  my  account  current  with  the  state  of  Michigan,  up  to  this 
day  inclusive,  showing  a  balance  on  hand  of  $27,130  68,  to  the 
credit  of  the  general  iund ;  and  also  the  contingent  account,  show- 
ing an  unexpended  balance  to  credit  of  that  account  of  9281  55. 
There  has  been  received  into  the  treasury  during  the  past 
year,  commencing  1st  March,  1836,  at  which  time  the  state 
treasury  was  organized,  the  sum  of  $117,544  74,  as  per  state- 
ment herewith  rendered,  as  follows : 

From  loans,  $110,000  00 

From  auction  duties,  697  2^ 

Fnom  taxes,  including  balance  received  of  L.  Cook, 

Esq.,  Treasurer,  6,611  93 

From  A.  H.  McKinstry,  balance  in  his  hands  as 

fiscal  agent,  82  75 

From  sundry  persons,  to  defray  the  expense  of  re- 
viewing and  locating  county  sites,  1,202.  77 

$117,544  74 


And  there  has  been  expended  during  the  same  period,  for  all 
purposes,  the  sum  of  $90,414  06,  as  per  statement,  as  follows : 
For  moneys  loaned  of  banks  and  ordinary  expenses 

of  government,  50,301  26 

For  extraordinary  expenses  of  ditto,  including  ex- 
pense of  maintaining  the  supremacy  of  the  laws,      38,631  78 
For  locating  and  reviewing  county  sites,  1,481  02 

$90,414  06 


You  will  observe  by  the  above  statement,  the  ordinary  receipts 
of  the  state  have  been  from  auction  duties  and  traders^  licenses, 
and  amount  to  only  $5,611  93  ;  while  the  ordinary  expenses  of 
the  state  amount  to  $50,301  26,  showing  a  deficit  in  receipts  to 
meet  those  expenses  of  $44,689  33,  which  has  been  made  up 
from  loans. 

I  also  present  you  with  a  statement  showing  the  probable  or- 
dinary demands  upon  the  treasury  the  ensuing  year,  amounting 
to  the  sum  of  $51,025, 00,  for  the  following  objects,  viz : 
For  salaries  of  state  officers,  $10,525  00 


Carried  forward,  $ 
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Brought  forward,  9 

For  expense  of  the  present  session  of  the  legislature,      18,450  00 
For  cleaning  and  fitting  up  capitol,  and  insurance  on 

the  same,  250  00 

For  contingent  fund,  .    3,000  00 

For  interest  on  the  loan  of  $100,000,  6  per  cent.,  6,000  90 

For  expense  of  the  December  session  of  the  Ann  Ar- 
bor convention,  to  assent  to  the  proposition  of 
Congress  for  the  admission  of  the  state  into  the 
Union,  tejIOO  00 

For  expense  of  the  special  messengers,  conveying 
to  W  asbington  the  assent  to  the  proposition  of 
Congress,  800  00 

For  outstanding  claims  upon  the  state  for  services 
in  maintaining  the  supremacy  of  the  laws,  9,500  00 

951,025  00 


In  order  to  meet  those  demands,  sound  policy  dictates  that  a 
further  resort  to  loans  is  unwise,  and  until  the  state  has  perma- 
nently established  other  sources  of  revenue,  it  is  highly  necessary 
that  the  state  tax  now  in  progress  of  collection  m  some  of  the 
counties  should  be  generally  and  vigorously  enforced ;  so  that 
the  moneys  accruing  from  that  source  may  early  reach  the  trea- 
sury. What  amount  of  money  will  accrue  from  that  tax,  1  am 
unable,  for  want  of  proper  data  in  this  office,  to  decide ;  suffi- 
cient, however,  I  should  presume,  with  the  balance  now  on  hand 
to  meet  the  demands  for  the  ensuing  year. 

If  it  was  definitely  settled  what  length  of  time  Michigan  will 
be  permitted  to  retain  the  share  of  the  surplus  fund  she  is  entitled 
to  receive  from  the  general  government,  upon  her  admission  into 
the  Union,  better  provisions  might  be  made  for  investing  that  fund, 
so  that  the  interest  might  be  applied  to  meeting  the  future  ordi-' 
nary  expenses  of  the  state,  and  thereby  proportionably  relieve 
the  people  from  the  bdrthen  of  a  direct  tax. 

But  as  the  retaining  the  surplus  fund  by  the  state  a  great 
length  of  time  seems  to  be  a  matter  of  much  doubt,  I  am  of 
opinion  that  nO  reliance  should  be  placed  upon  the  use  of  that 
fund  for  deftayin^  the  ordinary  expenses  of  the  government 

In  order,  thereTore,  to  provide  a  permanent  source  of  revenue 
to  meet  the  future  ordinary  expense  of  supporting  the  govern- 
ment, I  would  suggest  in  addition  to  the  receipt  of  moneys  from 
the  present  ordinary  sources  (which  are  limited  and  entirely  in- 
adequate,) the  propriety  of  investing  the  surplus  fund  in  either 
the  stock  of  a  bank,  based  in  part  upon  that  fund  and  under  the 
patronage  and  supervision  of  the  state,  or  in  the  stocks  of  some 
of  the  existing  banking  institutions  now  in  operation,  and  apply- 
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iflg  the  dividends  upon  said  stock  in  part  to  meet  the  ordinary 
expenses  of  the  state. 

To  provide  for  the  contingency  of  a  recall  by  the  general  co- 
vemment  of  the  surplus  fund,  of  which  notice  will  undoubtedly 
be  given,  the  state  can  provide  to  meet  the  deficit  of  stock  thus 
occasioned  by  an  issue  of  her  own  stocks  to  an  equal  amount 

The  example  of  several  of  the  states  akeady  exhibited  in  the 
disposal  of  the  surplus  fund,  leads  me  to  the  conclusion  that  in 
order  to  preserve  a  like  good  faith  of  the  state  with  the  general 
government  in  accepting  this  fund,  ^uch  measures  should  be 
adopted  in  regard  to  its  disposition  as  will  enable  the  state  at 
short  notice  to  provide  for  its  repayment 

Upon  mature  consideration,  these  seem  to  me  to  be  the  most 
feasible  plans  of  investing  the  surplus  fund.  Whether  any  mode 
more  preferable  can  be  suggested,  having  in  view  the  good  faith 
of  the  state  towards  the  general  government,  and  at  the  ssxae 
time  a  safe  and  available  investment  of  these  moneys,  by  which 
the  dividends  may  be  applied  to  the  ordinary  expenses  of  the 
8tate»  must  be  left  to  the  wisdom  of  the  legislature  to  decide. 
I  am,  sir. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  HOWARD,  Treasurer. 

To  his  excellency  Stevens  T.  Mason, 

Governor  of  Michigan. 

State  of  Michigan  to  Henry  Howard,  Treasurer,  on  account  of 
ike  Contingent  Fund,  under  the  directum  of  the  Oovemor  of  the 
state. 

Dr. 

1836. 

June  30.  To  paid  John  Norvell  his  account  for  post- 
age, due  on  letters  received  and  sent  on 
official  business,  by  the  Executive  and  Se- 
cretary of  State,  from  1st  January  to  30th 
June,  1836,  $49  44 

Sept  10.  Wm.  H.  Griswold's  account  for  copying 
the  Governor's  message  and  laws  of  the 
state,  15  00 

James  Chambers'  account  for  services  in 
the  Executive  office  and  office  of  the 
3ecretary  of  State,  15  00 

Oct  21.  Account  for  fuel  for  Secretary  of  State  and 

Treasurer's  office,  30  00 


Carried  forward. 
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1886.  Brought  forward,  • 

Nov.  23.  L.  L.  Morse's  account  for  stati<»iery  for 

Executive  oiGoe,  14  01 

38.  John  S.  Bagg's  acoouDt  for  printing  the  laws 

of  the  state,  1,595  06 

Dec.  31.  Balance  to  new  account,  281  55 

•2,000  00 

Ce. 

1836. 

July  7.  By  this  amount  appropriated  by  **  Act  ap- 
proved March  28,  1836,"  «2,000  00 
Dec.  31.  Balance  on  hand  this  day,  281  $5 

HENRY  HOWARD,  Treagurer. 

State  TREAfiUREa's  Office,  ) 
Detroit,  Dec.  29,  1836.      ) 


(No.  8.) 

JFVj^  Anmud  Report  of  tJie  Bank  Commissumer  of  the  Stale  of 

Michigan. 

To  the  Honorable  the  Legislature 

of  the  State  of  Michigan : 

The  Bank  Commissioner,  pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  the  law 
creating  a  fund  for  the  creditors  of  certain  moneyed  corporations, 
and  for  other  purposes,  respectfully  reports — 

That  there  are  now  chartered,  in  the  state,  sixteen  banks ;  three 
of  which  have  the  privilege  of  establishing  branches.  Six  of 
that  number  are  subject  to  the  provisions  of  the  bank  act,  as  fU- 
lows:  the  Erie  and  Kalamazoo  railroad  bank,  Bank  of  Ypsiiaiiti, 
Bank  of  Constantino,  Bank  of  Clinton,  Calhoun  county  bank,  and , 
Oakland  county  bank,  r  One,  the  Baidc  of  St.  Clair,  is  subject  lo 
die  ceneral  supervision  of  the  Commissioner.  The  remaining  nine 
are  liable  to  report,  when  required,  to  the  Governor  or  to  Ae  le- 
gislature; they  are  as  follows:  the  Bank  of  Michigan,  the  Far- 
mers' and  mechanics'  bank  of  Michigan,  the  Michi^BUi  state  bank, 
the  Bank  of  the  River  Raisin,  the  Bank  of  Monroe,  the  Bank  of 
Washtenaw,  the  Bank  of  Pontiac,  the  Bank  of  Tecumseh  and  the 
Macomb  county  bank. 

The  Bank  of  Michigan  has  a  branch  at  Bronson,  in  operation; 
and  the  Farmers'  and  mechanics'  bank  one  at  St  Joseph's,  also 
in  operation.      The  bank  of  the  River  Raisin  is  allowed  to 
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establish  a  branch  at  Pontiac»  but  they  will  not,  I  believe,  avail 
themselves  of  the  law. 

The  total  amount  oi  capital  allowed  to  these  institatioDB  is 

SEVEN   MILIJ0N8  ONE  HUNDRED  THOUSAND  DOLLAB8.      One  miUiOD 

five  hundred  thousand  dollars,  included  in  the  above,  is  allowed  to 
banks  not  yet  in  operation. 

The  Macomb  county  bank  will,  as  I  am  informed,  go  into  ope- 
ration by  next  summer.  The  Bank  of  Clinton,  in  about  two 
months.  The  Calhoun  county  bfink,  the  I5th  of  February  next 
The  books  for  subscription  to  the  capital  stock  of  the  ESank  of 
Constantine,  were  by  law  to  be  opened  on  the  first  instant  The 
commissioners  to  distribute  the  capital  stock  of  the  Oakland  county 
bank,  have  refunded  the  amount  subscribed,  not  deeming  the 
opening  of  the  books  in  accordance  with  die  act  of  inoorporatioiL 
They  have  applied  to  the  legislature  for  an  amendment  to  that 
part  of  the  charter  which  obuges  them  to  open  the  books  of  sub- 
scription on  the  first  Monday  in  October,  to  which  appIicatioD 
there  can  exist  no  objection. 

The  following  table  will  show  the  amount  of  capital  authoriaed 
to  each  bank,  and  the  amount  paid  in,  according  to  the  returns. 
From  those  left  blank,  no  returns  have  been  received  at  this  time. 
The  last  six  are  the  banks  under  the  safety  fund  law.  The  first 
column  contains  the  name  of  the  corporation ;  the  second,  the 
amount  of  the  authorized  capital;  and  the  third,  the  amount  of 
the  capital  stock  paid  in  on  the  amount  subscribed. 

Bank  of  Michigan,  #850,000  $600,000 

Farmers'  and  mechanics'  bank 

of  Michigan, 
Michigan  state  bank. 
Bank  of  the  River  Raism, 
Bank  of  Monroe, 
Bank  of  Washtenaw, 
Bank  of  Pontiac, 

Macomb  county  bank  (notinoperation)500,000 
Bank  of  Tecumseh,  500,000 

Bank  of  St  Clab,  250,000 

Erie  and  Kalamazoo  railroad  bank,    500,000 
Bank  of  Ypsilanti,  250,000 

Bank  of  Clinton,    (not  in  operation)  250,000 
Calhoun  county  bank,    ditto,  250,000 

Oakland  county  bank,    ditto,  250,000 

Bank  of  Constantine,      ditto^  250,000 

Bank  of  Detroit,        (broken)  500,000 


750,000 
500,000 
500,000 
500,000 
500,000 
500,000 


400,000 
140,000 
150,000 

50,000  repute 
100,000 

99,235 

30,000 
20,000 
50,000 
40,000 
10,000 


not  incl.  in  total. 


Total  capital, 
Paid  in. 
Balance  not  used, 


$7,100,000 
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In  addition  to  the  above,  there  are  in  circulation  notes,  in  every 
respect  similar  to  bank  notes,  purporting  to  be  issued  by  the 
^Lake  Erie  and  River  Raisin  railroad  company."  The  notes  are 
payable  on  demand,  to  the  order  of  J.  Q.  Adams,  or  bearer,  at 
their  office  in  the  city  of  Monroe,  and  bear  the  signatures  of  a 
president  and  cashier. 

I  have  given  the  act  of  incorporation  of  said  company  a  full 
examinatioQ,  and  I  am  clearly  of  the  opinion  that  ttie  issue  of 
SEUch  notes  is  not  in  accordance  with  then:  chartered  rights,  or  the 
laws  of  the  state. 

At  the  reouest  of  the  Governor,  and  m  accordance  with  my 
own  sense  ot  official  duty,  I  visited  Monroe,  to  make  some  inqui- 
ries into  the  existence  and  purposes  of  said  company.  I  found 
iK>  public  office,  but  called  on  the  president,  who  is  also  post- 
master, at  the  post  office.  He  informed  me  that  the  company 
had  not  transacted  banking  business;  but,  in  his  opinion,  strength- 
ened by  the  advice  of  counsel  in  the  city  of  New  York,  they  had 
an  equal  right  to  do  so,  under  their  charter,  as  had  the  Manhattan 
company  in  the  city  of  New  York.  The  charter  of  the  Man- 
hattan company  differs  in  its  language  from  the  charter  of  the  said 
company,  and  was  made  a  law  previous  to  the  passage  of  the 
restraining  law  in  the  state  of  New  York,  and  was  especially 
excepted  when  said  law  was  passed.  The  clause  of  the  charter 
under  which  the  powers  are  claimed  by  the  raib*oad  company,  is 
as  follows:  it  is  in  the  11th  section,  on  the  362nd  page  of  the 
printed  laws : 

**AUotogrant  suchevidence  of  debtywlnch  maybe  incurred  by 
smd  company  9  as  may  be  by  the  oyJaws  thereof  directed^  to  such 
en  amount  as  shaU  be  deemed  necessary  for  the  transacting  the 
business  of  the  sameT 

I  applied  by  bill,  to  the  court  of  chancery,  for  an  injunction  and 
a  wnt  of  subpcena,  against  the  president  and  directors  of  said 
company,  but  the  Chancellor  decided  that  an  injunction  could  not 
issue«  on  the  information  of  the  Commissioner,  inasmuch  as  the 
law  cretins  said  Commisaoner's  office  was  passed  and  approved 
two  days  subsequent  to  the  charter  of  the  railroad  company,  and 
of  course  the  general  provisions  of  the  bank  act  would  not  apply 
to  said  company.  In  addition  to  that  objection,  there  exists  still 
another,  which  is  found  in  the  26th  section,  on  the  369th  page  of 
the  laws. 

Sec  26.  AR  actsandparts  qf  acts  contravening  the  provisions 
of  this  act  bCf  and  the  same  are  hereby^  repealed. 

It  is  rather  difficult  to  account  for  the  appearance  of  such  a 
section  to  an  original  bill,  concerning  which,  there  could  exist  no 
special  law ;  of  course  then,  the  clause  was  meant  to  protect  the 
corporation  against  the  effect  of  all  general  provisions  relative 
to  tne  subject  of  moneyed  incorporations. 


518  DOCUMENTS. 

It  appears  evident  that  an  attempt  has  been  made,  under  the 
color  ot  right,  to  exercise  powers  and  privileges  not  granted  in 
the  charter  or  contemplated  by  the  Executive  or  the  legislature. 

I  would  therefore  respectfully  suggest  that  the  matter  be  refer- 
red to  a  standing  or  special  committee,  to  be  immediately  acted 
upon;  and  that,  in  order  to  mitigate  the  evil,  the  Attorney  General 
be  instructed  to  obtain  a  vnit  of  quo  warranto  against  said  cor- 
poration, and  during  the  pendency  of  said  writ,  apply  to  the  Chan- 
cellor for  an  injunction,  till  the  decision  be  had  on  the  writ. 

Reports,  derogator]^  to  the  character  of  the  Bank  of  Monroe, 
have  oeen  for  some  time  in  general  circulation,  and  though  their 
notes  are  received  in  deposite  by  one  of  the  city  banks,  and  die 
president  has  made  a  public  declaration  of  its  solvency,  still  its 
notes  are  in  bad  repute.  I  know,  from  personal  knowled^,  that 
Ae  reports  have  extended  generally  over  the  country,  and  in  the 
cities  of  New  York  and  Philadelphia  the  weekly  quotation  of  the 
discoutit  on  bank  notes,  says,  Monroe  bank,  ^no  sales."  In  Cleve- 
land, so  late  as  tfie  29th  ultimo,  it  was  announced  in  a  public 
print  that  the  bank  had  stopped  payment 

If  the  reports  are  unjust  and  without  foimdation,  it  is  due  to 
the  bank  and  the  public  that  they  should  be  contradicted  in  such 
a  manner  as  to  remove  all  complaint.  If  they  are  in  any  mea- 
sure true,  the  safety  of  the  bill-holder  and  the  interest  of  the 
community  demands  an  exposition  of  the  afiairs  of  the  bank,  and 
a  disclosure  of  the  causes  which  have  led  to  such  a  result 

There  is  at  once  a  source  and  way  of  inquiry  and  a  remedial 
course  pointed  out  in  the  following  section,  which  is  on  the  536th 
page  of  the  volume  of  the  territorial  laws  printed  in  1827. 

Sec.  23.  That  a;ny  committee,  specially  appointed  by  the  teffh' 
lature  for  that  purpose,  shall  have  the  right  of  examining  into 
ihe  doings  of  said  corporation,  and  shall  have  free  access  to  oU 
their  hooks  and  vaults ;  and  if  upon  such  an  examinatwn,  and 
after  afuU  hearing  of  said  corporation,  it  shaU  be  detenmned  by 
the  legislature  that  said  corporation  have  exceeded  ihe  powers 
granted  by  this  act,  or  failed  to  comply  with  the  conditions  and  re- 
strictions thereof,  then  this  act  of  incorporation  shall  be  declared 
forfeit  and  void. 

I  would  here  suggest  whether  such  power  may  not  be  placed 
in  the  Commissioner,  as  a  committee,  and  the  examination  imme- 
diately made. 

With  the  exceptions  above,  the  banks  are  all  sound  and  the 
currency  good,  and  our  state  money  is  better  abroad  than  aa  a 
whole  it  has  ever  been  before. 

The  Commissioner,  in  making  up  his  report,  has  found  the  want 
of  some  general  law  relative  to  tne  sources  from  whence  the  requi- 
sition for  a  statement  from  each  bank,  an  annoyance.  Some 
banks  are  bound  by  their  charter  to  report  only  to  the  legislature, 
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and  some  to  the  Governor.  Perfiaps  a  law  requiring  the  state- 
ments to  be  made  when  required  by  the  Commissioner,  woirtd  be 
accepted  by  the  banks,  in  lieu  of  the  f)rovisions  now  contained  in 
their  charters,  and  render  the  system  more  compact  and  uniform. 

The  question,  how  far  the  increase  of  capital  and  the  extension 
of  banking  facilities  is  required,  or  may  be  deemed  safe  ?  is,  I  . 
am  well  aware,  the  peculiar  province  of  the  legislature  ;  but  it 
will  not,  I  believe,  be  deemed  wholly  impertinent  to  the  duties  of 
my  office,  as  one  of  the  subjects  embraced  in  an  annua)  report. 
The  considerations  involved  in  a  just  and  complete  view  or  the 
subject,  are  too  numerous  to  meet  with  minute  notice  in  a  view 
which  must  be  comparatively  brief. 

The  amount  of  capital,  as  stated  above,  is  $7,100,000;  of  this 
amount,  at  the  extreme  estimate,  only  about  92,1 00,000  is  sub-  ' 
scribed  for,  leaving  an  unappropriated  balance  of  85,000,000. 
Why  this  amount  is  left  untouched?  is  a  question  for  the  different 
corporations  to  answer.  The  natural  inference  is,  that  it  is  not 
needed  in  the  transactions  of  the  country ;  for  if  a  bank  can  so 
use  all  the  capital  allowed  to  it,  as  to  make  any  thing  therefrom, 
it  will  do  it  If  old  banks,  with  steady  customers  and  all  their 
exchanges  established,  and  a  knowledge  of  the  individual  respon- 
sibility of  a  large  set  of  debtors,  cannot  find  it  for  its  interests  to 
extend  its  capital,  it  is  evident  that  a  new  bank  cannot  do  so. 

There  is  a  point  beyond  which  the  increase  of  banks  is  un- 
doubtedly an  evil ;  where  that  is,  is  scarcely  definable,  nor  can  k 
be  considered  fixed,  but  changed  by  the  circumstances  which 
change  and  mould  the  national  transactions  in  bullion.    American  \ 
banking  is  a  national  experiment,  and  is  nothing  but  the  enlarge-  I 
ment  ot  an  extensive  paper  credit  system,  upon  a  specie  basis  U  j 
is  true,  but  so  small  in  comparison  with  the  issues,  that  it  scarcely  / 
seems  a  security.     The  amount  of  specie  in  the  United  States, ' 
in  comparison  with  the  circulation,  is  smaller  than  in  any.  civili* 
zed  nation. 

In  the  state  of  New  York,  by  the  annual  report  of  the  bank 
commissicttiers,  it  appears  that  on  the  1st  of  January,  1836,  the 
circulation  of  the  eighty-six  banks  in  that  state  was  821,127,927, 
the  specie  $6,224,646,  or  about  one  dollar  in,  specie  to  every 
$3  39  in  paper. 

In  the  state  of  Massachusetts,  by  the  report  of  the  secretary 
of  sitate,  on  the  1st  of  October,  1836,  the  circulation  was 
910,892,249,  the  amount  of  specie  $1,455,004,  or  about  one  dol- 
lar in  specie  to  $7  48  in  paper. 

In  Michigan,  from  five  banks,  with  a  capital  paid  in  of 
$1,280,000,  there  is  a  circulation  of  $964,170,  and  specie 
^507,211,  or  one  dollar  in  specie  to  $1  90  in  paper;  a  larger 
proportion  by  far  than  in  either  New  York  or  Massachusetts. 
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The  two  first  returns  may,  I  presume,  be  taken  ns  a  fair  crite* 
rioB  of  the  United  States. 

It  will  readily  appear  that  the  credit  currency  is  already  im- 
mense, and  that  the  banks  cannot  redeem  their  notes  with  specie 
on  presentation.  I  know  that  the  notes  of  other  banks,  loans,  and 
amounts  due  from  other  banks,  are  placed  as  an  offset  to  the  cir- 
culation ;  but  the  debts  due  to  other  banks,  the  deposites  and  the 
stock,  all  of  which  are  among  the  liabilities  of  a  bank,  are  a  fair 
oflset  to  the  above  named  resources.  It  is  true,  public  expedi- 
ency and  the  impossibility  of  running  any  number  of  hanks  at 
one  and  the  same  time,  would  prevent  a  general  bankruptcy,  but 
the  banks  may  be  increased  to  such  an  extent  as  to  render  a  very 
general  run  possible  and  probable.  The  wants  of  the  merchant, 
mechanic  and  farmer,  all  of  whom  must  do  business  on  credit,  and 
OQ  an  hypothecation  of  their  stock  and  labor,  demand  the  incor- 
poratian  of  banks  where,  as  is  the  case  in  this  country,  the  ciico- 
uiting  medium  is  not  sufficient.  But  are  more  banks  necessary 
to  the  wants  of  the  community  ?  Doubtless  in  some  sections 
there  are  more  needed,  and  they  should  be  granted,  under  judi- 
cious regulations,  but  the  public  are  certainly  not  to  be  benefitted 
by  the  increase  of  presidents  and  directors  and  cashiers ;  or  by 
the  increase  of  currency  alone.  If  banks  added  a  real  capiJUd 
ther  case  would  be  different ;  but  though  they  add  a  kind  oi  capi- 
tal, which  answers  for  the  general  purposes  of  business,  still  it 
ierves  only  to  increase  the  wild  spirit  of  speculation,  which,  in 
this  western  country,  bids  fair  to  uproot  all  legitimate  business. 

It  is  a  difficult  matter  for  a  calm,  well,  balanced  mind,  aided  by 
years  of  experience,  to  withstand  the  temptations  which  v  invest- 
ments in  city  and  village  lots  and  wild  lands  hold  out ;  and  to  one 
not  so  blessed,  it  is  almost  a  miracle  if  he  escapes.  Is  it  then 
morally  right  to  increase  the  inducements,  which  are  aheady  suffi- 
ciently fireat,  by  creating  a  greater  currency^  and  making  the 
means  of  purchasing  fancy  property,  or  such  as  has  only  a  mncy 
or  estimate  value  ?    i 

The  bank  commissioners  of  the  state  of  New  York  strongly 
recommend,  instead  of  the  creation  of  new  banks,  the  increase  of 
the  capital  of  the  smaller  institutions.  And  they  express  the 
ojHuion  that  the  small  banks,  that  is  with  9100,000  capital,  had 
far  better  be  increased  than  to  make  new  ones  of  similar  capital. 
Why  then  would  not  the  same  course  be  best  adapted  to  the 
wants  of  the  people  of  Michigan,  which  has  already  a  dormant 
capital  of  $5,000,000  ?  From  the  notices  which  have  fallen  under 
my  own  eye,  the  amount  of  additional  capital  to  be  applied  for 
is  over  98,000,000 ;  and  some  of  the  applications  come  from 
sections  of  the  country  where  the  deposites  would  not  equal 
$10,000  per  annum.  These  applications  seem  based  upon  the 
desire  to  be  relieved  from  the  effects  of  the  pressure ;  a  pressure 
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which  has  been  coextensive  with  the  Union,  and  which  haa  been 
loi^  predicted  by  the  prudent  and  cautious. 
'  The  cause  of  the  pressure  (the  severest,  doubtless,  which  has 
h&en  known  since  the  war  of  1812  was  terminated)  has  been 
widely  sought  for  by  the  statesman  and  the  jpolitical  economist 
Some  have  found  it  in  the  consequences  of  tne  extensive  confla- 
gratioQ  in  the  city  of  New  York,  in  December,  1835,  which  de- 
stroyed about  $20,000,000  of  property ;  others  see  it  in  the  de- 
nuo^ment  created  in  domestic  exchanges,  by  the  closing  the 
afiairs  d[  the  United  States  Bank;  ouiers  are  confident  the 
blame  is  to  be  attached  to  the  present  administration,  which  has 
so  regulated  the  revenue  as  to  have  a  surplus  in  the  treasury  of 
nearly  $50,000,000.  By  others,  it  is  attributed  to  the  specie  cir- 
cular, whereby  government  lands  are  sold  only  for  sp^ie ;  and 
by  another  class,  it  is  found  in  the  spirit  of  overtrading  and  spe^ 
culation,  which  has  raged  for  the  last  three  years. 

To  me  it  appears  that  the  last  mentioned  is  the  fprent  moving 
cause  of  sdl ;  the  others  may  have  had  a  trifling  influence,  but 
they  could  never  singly  have  caused  so  great  an  effect  An  in- 
dividual who  has  observed  the  course  of  things  for  the  last  few 
years  vrill  acknowledge  that  speculation  has  produced  a  state  of 
afiairs  which  would  not  have  known  an  existence  without  it ;  for 
it  has  given  to  many  kinds  of  property  a  false  and  unreal  value, 
and  by  absorbing  capital  and  labor  and  men,  has  increased  the 
already  high  pnoes  demanded  for  the  necessaries  of  life.  I 
would  for  one  give  every  chance  and  every  lawful  encourage- 
ment to  enterprize  and  agricultural  and  commercial  activi^,  but 
I  would  checK,  if  not  stop,  the  course  of  speculation.  Banks 
are,  if  not  the  first,  the  la^t  resort  of  speculators ;  and  when  they 
lefuae  to  lend,  forced  sales  or  borrowing  is  the  consequence ;  but 
Bi  most  cases  the  banks  are  again  resorted  to,  and  then  comes  the 
pressure.  And  perhaps  on  noone  class  of  citizens  is  theefi^t  mate 
evident,  than  on  the  merchants.  In  the  south,  west  and  north 
this  exists,  and  during  the  last  six  months,  millions  of  notes  and 
acceptances  have  been  returned  to  New  York  under  protest,  the 
country  merchant  having  invested  his  means  in  speculation,  in 
the  building  up  of  cities  or  the  monopolizing  of  some  particular 
branch  of  commerce.  Thus  then  the  eastern  merchant  has  in 
his  turn  to  call  on  the  banks ;  they  become  extended ;  are  fearful 
of  the  consequences,  and  curtail  their  discounts ;  then  comes  the 
treasury  order,  and  their  own  safety  demands  a  farther  with- 
drawal of  their  liabilities,  and  the  second  act  of  the  pressure  is 
on  the  stage.  The  end  was  inevitable,  and  the  longer  it  was  de- 
ferred the  greater  would  have  been  the  shock ;  against  this  evil 
the  order  was  a  remedy,  and  its  good  eflects  are  now  clearly 
visible.  The  banks  are  sound,  true  property  has  its  value,  and 
money  is  in  a  more  healthy  state. 
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The  repeal  of  the  restraining  laws  has  agitated  the  public 
mind  in  a  neighboring  state,  and  has  extended  even  to  u&  The 
law  here  is  framed  in  all  its  material  points  after  the  statute  of 
New  York,  and  contains  the  general  inhibition  of  the  exercise  of 
any  of  the  privileges  now  by  charter  granted  to  incorporaled 
companies.  80  much  as  prevents  individuals  or  companies  from 
issuing  promissory  notes,  is' founded  on  equity  and  justice,  and  is 
a  wise  provision ;  for  if  the  great  evil  complained  of  in  banks  is 
the  creating  a  currency  far  beyond  their  actual  cajNtali  bow 
much  greater  must  that  evil  become  when  individuals,  irrespon- 
flble  it  mey  be,  shall  increase  the  paper  currency  ?  If  example 
is  to  be  regarded  in  such  matters,  we  have  one  in  the  state  of  New 
York,  in  me  total  derangement  of  the  currency  and  staflnatioo  of 
business  which  the  want  of  the  restraining  law  produced  in  1817. 
No  fair  example  can  be  adduced  from  England,  for  there  the 
system  of  banking  is  entirely  different  from  that  which  is  in  ex- 
istence in  the  Umted  States.  Some  modification  of  the  law, 
which  would  permit  individuals  to  discount  for  specie,  or  the  bilk 
of  the  banks  in  this  state,  might  be  advantageous  under  certain 
testrictions. 

There  now  stands  on  the  statute  book  a  law  prdiifaiting  the 
circulation,  in  this  state,  of  notes  of  banks  located  in  other  states 
of  a  less  denomination  than  five  dollars.  If  the  provisions  of  such 
a  law  are  salutary,  it  seems  proper  that  some  person  should  be 
chared  with  the  duty  of  compelling  its  observance,  or  ebe  it 
should  be  erased  from  the  statute  book.  Such  a  law  would  in- 
crease the  specie  circulation  and  be  beneficial  to  our  own  banks. 

The  nineteenth  section  of  the  fourth  article  of  the  constitution, 
says: 

**  No  member  of  the  legislature  shall  receive  any  cm2  appoiM- 
ment  from  the  Chvemor  and  Senate^  or  from  the  legidaJture^  At- 
ring  the  term  for  which  he  is  electedJ* 

Commissioners  to  distribute  bank  stock  are  offices  of  trust  and 
emolument;  are  appointed  by  the  legislature  and  Grovemor,  and 
do  most  certainly  come  within  the  meaning,  if  not  the  strict  fet- 
ter, of  the  constitution.  In  other  states,  ^^re  no  law  exists  on 
the  subject,  it  is  generally,  by  common  consent,  deemed  inconsis- 
tent to  appoint  a  member  of  the  legislature  a  commissioner; 
inasmuch  as  it  is  a  reward  for  his  vote,  whether  he  so  considers 
it  or  not    In  this  state  it  is  undoubtedly  merely  an  oversight 

As  the  object  of  the  bank  act  was  not  only  to  raise  a  fund,  bat 
to  introduce  a  general  system  which  should  embrace  all  the  banks, 
I  would  respectfully  suggest  whether  some  inducement  shouU 
not  be  held  out  to  induce  other  institutions  to  come  under  its  pro- 
visions. The  good  effect  of  such  a  general  system  is  seen  in  the 
state  of  New  York.  Her  institutions  are  sound,  the  pubUc  have 
more  confidence  in  the  notes,  and  failures  are  less  frequent  than 
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ia  aay  stale  in  the  Vwxl    I  am  not  praptred  16  name  any  fan 
dacementy  but  hope  the  subject  will  meet  with  conademtion. 

The  aasertione  made  a^punst  some  of  our  banks,  that  they  used 
their  liuids  for  shaving  m  New  York,  is  unjust  to  the  banks  ge- 
iisrally,  and,  I  believe,  equally  inapplicable  to  any  one. 

The  fact  that  my  first  report  and  the  tables  which  I  had  pre- 
pared were  destroyed  by  the  fire  on  Wednesday  momiQg  last, 
wiiilst  in  the  printer's  office,  and  that  this  has  been  hastily  writ- 
ten  during,  parts  o(  yesterday  and  to-day,  together  with  the  re- 
oaot  assumption  of  the  duties  of  the  office,  must  be  an  excuse  for 
any  evidences  of  haste  which  this  may  exhibit. 

Some  tabulai  statements  have  been  prepared,  which  w3l  ao- 
company  liiis. 
.    AH  of  wluch  is  respectfiiUy  submitted. 

MARSHAL  J.  BACON, 
The  Bank  Comnussitmer  of  the  State  oj 

Th»r9iay^  Jammry  5, 1887. 


(No-  7.) 

BepeH  of  the  Superintendent  of  PtMic  Instntetion  of  the  State  cf 

Mtchigan. 

Office  of  Svp't  of  Puiliiic  iNSTmonoN, ) 
Marshall,  December  29,  1836.  *    \ 

Jh  the  Legislature  to  be  convened  at  Detroit^on  Ae  first  Mon- 
day  of  January,  1837: 

The  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction,  in  pursuance  of  the 
requirements  of  the  act,  approved  July  26,  1836,  has  the  honor  to 
sidNnit  die  following 

REPORT. 

Article  tenth  of  the  state  constitution  has  the  foDowing  pro- 
visions  in  rq;ard  to  education  : 

Sec  1.  Authorizes  the  Governor  to  appoint,  by  and  with  die 
advice  and  consent  of  the  legislature,  a  Superintendent  of  Public 
Instruction. 

Sec  2.  Authorizes  the  legislature  to  encourage  the  promo- 
tioii  of  learning,  and  apply  uie  interest  of  the  proceeds  of  aH 
lands  granted  to  the  state  for  primary  instruction,  invidably  to 
that  object 

Sec  S.  Makes  it  the  duty  of  the  legislature  to  provide  a 
system  for  the  organization  6f  common  sdiools ;  and  allows  the 
wifUlolding  from  any  district  that  does  nOt  keep  up  a  school  at 
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least  thiee  months  in  each  year,  its  equal  proportion  of  the  interest 
of  the  public  funds. 

'  Sec.  4.  Enjoins  it  upon  the  legislature  to  provide  for  the 
establishment  of  libraries,  one  at  least  in  each  township,  and  ap- 

f)ropriates  the  proceeds  of  all  fines  for  any  breach  of  tiie  peinl 
aws,  and  all  moneys  psud  for  exemption  from  military  duty,  to 
the  support  of  said  libraries,  whenever  estsfblished. 

Sec.  5,  Requires  the  legislature  to  make  some  dispositioiF 
of  the  lands  granted  to  the  state  for  the  support  of  a  university, 
and  invest  the  proceeds  in  a  permanent  fund ;  the  interest  to  ber 
applied  to  the  support  of  said  university,  with  such  branches  9» 
the  ptdblic  convenience  may  demand. 

The  only  law  passed  under  this  article  of  the  c6nstitution,  is  the 
'  act  to  define  the  duties  of  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction, 
approved  July  26,  1836,  which  provides  as  follows: 

Sec  1.  Requires  of  the  Superintendent  an  inventory  of  all  the 
lands  and  property  reserved  to  the  state  for  the  purpooes  of  edu- 
cation. 

Sec.  2.  Requires  his  views  to  be  given  in  writing,  relative  to 
,  the  further  disposition  of  said  property. 

Sec.  3.  Makes  it  his  duty  to  prepare  a  system  for  comm<Hi 
schools,  and  a  plan  for  a  university  and  its  branches. 

Sec.  4.  Makes  it  his  duty  to  require  of  all  officers  who  bave 
charge  of  school  lands  a  statement  of  their  condition,  location  and 
value. 

Sec.  5.  Makes  it  his  duty  to  require  of  school  directors  reports 
of  the  state  of  their  respective  districts. 

Sec.  6.  Makes  it  his  duty  to  embody  said  reports,  and  transmit 
the  same  to  the  legislature. 

Sec.  7.  Authorizes  the  Superintendent  to  hold  correspondenoe 
with  members  of  literary  institutions. 

Sec.  8.  Authorizes  the  Superintendent  to  take  charge  of  those 
lands  reserved  for  education,  where  no  ofiicers  have  been  ap- 
pointed for  the  purpose,  and  preserve  them  from  waste. 

Sec.  9.  Authorizes  the  Superintendent  to  receive  the  proceeds 
of  certain  fines  in  the  several  counties,  and  retain  them,  subject  to 
the  direction  of  the  legislature. 

Sec.  10.  Requires  him  to  give  bonds  to  pay  over,  on  demand, 
all  moneys  received  by  virtue  of  his  office. 

Sec.  11.  Fixes  the  amount  of  his  salary  and  terms  d*  pay- 
ment. 

Sec.  12.  Forbids  his  holding  any  other  office,  or  attending  U> 
the  business  of  any  other  profession. 

The  provisions  of  the  fundamental  and  statute  law,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  education,  have  been  recited,  that  what  Ivas  thus  for 
been  accomplished  by  the  state  might  1x3  exhibited  in  one  connect- 
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ed  newy  and  also  f<9r  the  purpose  of  presenting  the  basis  on  ipiliich 
thiarteport  is  founded. 

To  enter  upon  a  high  career  of  improvement  as  a  state,  is  un- 
doubtadiy  an  object  of  paramount  importance.  It  is  so  because 
it  involves  the  reputation  of  the  state,  and  also  the  highest  good 
of  present  and  coming  generations.  If  we  would  preserve  invio- 
late the  sacred  prindpTes  of  liberty — of  liberty,  civil  and  religious — 
if  we  would  perpetuate  free  institutions ;  if  we  would  hand  down 
tO' those  who  are  to  come  af^er  us  a  constitution,  government  and 
fanrs,  based  upon  the  essential  and  imperishable  r^ts  of  man ;  if 
we  would  rear  a  superstructure  of  elements  more  durable  than 
crowns  or  pvramids,  we  must  dig  deep  and  lay  broad  and  per- 
manent the  foundations  of  knowledge  and  virtue.  In  an  educated 
and  virtuous  community  there  is  safety ;  the  rights  of  individuals 
ai9  guarded,  imd  property  is  respected  and  secure.  Every  man 
■Is  quietly  and  peaceably  under  his  own  vine  and  fi^  tree,  re** 
galing  himself  with  the  fruits  of  his  own  industry  and  labor.  Jus- 
tiee,  truth  and  equity,  are  the .  glory  of  a  nation,  but  these  attri^ 
butes  of  virtue  are  not  to  be  found  among  an  ignorant  and  vi- 
oioas^of)Ie.  Generally  speakins,  the  child  uneducated  in  know- 
ledge and  virtue,  is  thoroughly  educated  in  the  school  of  depravi- 
ty. And  what  is  true  of  the  individual,  is  true  of  communities. 
U  way  safely  be  assumed  £^  a  fundsunental  principle  in  our  form 
of  jjovemment,  that  knowledge  is  an  element  so  essential  to  its 
eoDflteniee  and  vigorous  action,  that  we  can  have  no  rational  hope 
ef  its  perpetuation  unless  it  is  generally  diffused.  Unless,  indeed, 
the  comer  stone  of  the  social  edifice  is  laid  upon  the  intelligenei 
attd  vhrtua  of  the  people,  it  cannot  stand.  Without  education,  no 
peK>ple  can  secure  themselves  against  the  encroadiments  of 
powjer.  Superstition  and  ignorance  furnish  the  raw  material  of 
despoCisoi ;  for  there  is  nothing  to  prevent  the  tyranny  of  the 
swoid,  where  the  mind  is  degraded  and  the  many  unacquainted 
with  their  rights  and  powers. 

In  the  attainment  of  an  object  of  such  magnitude,  so  grand 
and'  comprehensive  as  a  nation's  welfare,  prosperity  and  ha{^« 
nen,  universities  may  be  highly  important  and  academies  of  gi^t 
otSityi  but.  primary  schools  are  the  main  dependance.  Nothing 
dK  can  secure  the  ffreat  mass  of  the  people  ag^nst  legalized  op- 
|NPBlsion ;  nothing  ebe  can  retain  them  in  the  full  possession  and 
eBJo^rmeDt  of  aU  their  rights,  privileges  and  immunities,  as  mei>*^ 
m  ratunai  beii^,  endowed  by  their  common  Creator  with  the 
high  attributes  of  moral  agency  and  freedom  of  chmce,  and  the- 
^feential  prerogative  of  self-government.  How  valuable  soever 
high  seminaries  of  learning  may  be,  we  caniiot  rely  upon  them 
for  instnicting  the  great  body  of  the  people,  because  they  are  to 
belbiuid  only  in  the  primary  schools.  And  hence  these  demand 
the  first  attention.     They  ought  to  be  the  foundation  of  our  whole 
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tyiteni  of  publie  instructiion,  as  they  are  indeed  the  diief  mpport 
of  all  our  tree  institutions.  On  no  pretence  nvliatever  most  this 
basis  be  sofiered  to  decay  and  crumble.  Should  it  ever  be  al- 
lowed to  moulder  into  dust,  the  political  superstructure  raised  by 
the  wisdom  and  treasure,  wad  consecrated  by  the  blood  of  honor* 
ed  sires,  will  totter  to  its  &U  when  it  is  too  kte  to  apply  a  piop } 
disorder  and  confusion  and  impendii^  ruin  will  be  at  toe  door,  and 
upon  us,  when  it  shall  be  too  late  either  id  take  alarm  or  to  eacapa 
with  life.  It  is  therefore  of  the  first  importance  that  this  foaaa^ 
tion  be  laid  deep  and  firm,  not  only  in  the  coostitutioD  and  kwa 
of  the  country,  but  also  in  the  warmest  afiections  of  oor  people. 
We  have  undertaken,  before  the  face  of  the  worU  and  m  the 
light  of  heaven,  to  govern  ourselves ;  and  to  do  it  without  the  in* 
lervention  of  lords  or  kings.  We  have  chosen  that  the  aoversign 
power  shall  be  retained  in  hands  (rf*  the  great  majoi^tyof  the  pao* 
pie,  because,  whenever  it  has  been  lodged  with  the  few,  it  has  uai- 
formly  been  converted  into  an  enffbe  of  tyranny.  With  ua,  the 
will  of  the  many  is  the  supreme  law  of  me  land,  and  it  is  gena* 
rally  obeyed. 

To  protect  us  in  our  rights  and  dearest  interests,  we  tiuit  la 
public  sentiment,  and  we  are  jperfectiy  confident  that  aa  enhsht* 
ened  public  opinion  is  all-sumcient  to  cure  evils  and  avert  dan* 

Ssrs.  In  this  position  we  are  sustained  by  the  history  of  the  past 
early  all  the  important  and  salutary  reforms  ever  eflectad  in 
governments,  have  origmated  with  the  great  multitude  of  the  peft* 
pie,  and  have  been  accomplished  by  tbem  in  spite  o^  the  <ypo4- 
tioQ  of  the  privileged  few,  the  lords  spiritual  and  tempoaaC  who 
have  generally  exerted  aJl  their  energies  to  perpetnate  fifisHug 
abuses.  Among  other  nations,  especiuly  where  ifinaninoe  piR»* 
Tails  in  the  body  politic,  violeiit  commoticn,  anan£y  and  blood- 
$bBd  have  often  followed  in  the  wake  of  a  mere  change  in  the 
administration  of  government,  whilst  we  proeure  reforma  and  i& 
feet  quiet  revolutions  at  many  of  our  important  Actions.  Bn* 
posing  under  the  standard  of  civil  and  religioua  fiberty,  we  oftr 
to  the  oppressed  of  every  clime  a  safe  retreat.  The  approach  af 
no  one  to  our  shores  is  forbidden.  We  share  the  rich  inneritanoe 
of  our  fathers,  and  the  wide  domain  of  our  country,  with  people 
of  every  other  land.  This  is  the  boldest  experiment  upon  the 
stability  of  a  government  ever  made  in  the  annals  of  tima  And 
ttfter  having  Men  in  ^  the  full  tide  d  succesrful  experinan^  far 
more  than  half  a  century,  we  hesitate  not  tobelieve  that  oor  amm 
system  is  feasible  and  ntfe.  However  unpretendiaff  and  fimph 
in  fonn,  our  government  is  nevertheless  eflective  ana  perfed  U 
prooeeda  from  the  people-^^is  supported  by  the  peopfr  and  da* 
pends  upon  the  people---and  at  the  same  time  restrains  and  oon> 
trob  the  people  more  effectually  than  the  most  rigid  system  of  de»> 
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poCistn.  But  how  m  ibis  political  fabric  to  be  preaerved  ?  (kiy 
by  the  general  difiusion  <H  knowledge.  Children  of  erery  name 
and  age  must  be  taught  the  qualifications  and  duties  of  American 
tsitizens,  and  learn  in  early  lite  the  art  of  self-control — they  must 
be  educated.  And  to  accomplish  this  object,  our  chief  depend* 
ence  must  necessarily  be  the  free  school  system.  **  No  lover  of 
our  republican  institutions,  no  friend  to  the  best  interests  of  man, 
can  regard  it  with  indifference.  The  cause  of  national  liberty 
and  sound  morals,  and  the  cause  of  education,  have  one  common 
bond  of  union.  They  must  stand  or  fall  together.  It  is  only  by 
promoting  the  latter,  that  we  can  lay  the  foundaticHis  of  our  hap- 
py institutions,  broad  and  deep,  and  erect  a  superstructure  of 
enduring  strength,*" 

It  has  been  said,  and  rightly  too,  that  common  schools  are  truly 
republican.  The  great  object  is  to  furnish  good  instruction  in  an 
the  elementary  and  common  branches  of  knowledge  for  aU  class* 
es  of  the  community ;  as  good  indeed  for  the  poorest  boy  of  the 
state,  as  the  rich  man  can  furnish  for  his  craldren  with  all  his 
wealth.  The  object  is  universal  education — the  education  of  ev^ 
ry  individual  of  all  classes — ^^the  only  solid  basis  of  true  equali* 
ty.**  The  great  thing  which  has  rendered  the  Prussian  system  so 
popular  and  efficient,  which  has  so  strongly  attached  it  to  the 
hearts  of  the  people  and  made  it  an  essential  element  of  the  so^ 
cial  state,  is  its  truly  democratic  character.  The  system  itself 
originated  with  the  people,  and  was  supported  by  the  people  ia 
various  parts  of  the  country  long  before  it  was  sanctioned  by  tb^ 
ffovemment  Almost  every  feature  and  every  material  princi{ri6 
had  been  tested  by  lai^  portions  of  the  people,  before  the  present 
law  was  promul^ted.  All  that  the  ^vemment  did,  was  to  ar- 
range the  materials  already  existing  mto  one  harmonious  wholes 
and  extend  the  benefits  of  the  system  to  all  parts  of  the  kingdom* 
For  this  the  government  is  worthy  of  praise;  yet  even  here  there 
is  an  abatement  in  the  more  than  probable  fact,  that  the  force  of 
wblic  sentiment  compelled  the  government  to  adopt  the  system. 
But  how  many  have  sounded  the  praises  of  the  **  military  and  lies* 
potic  government  of  Prussia,"  for  origina;ting  a  system  of  school 
instruction,  which  commenced  and  grew  up  with  the  people  I 
which  is  still  sustained  and  carried  forward  by  the  people,  even 
now,  the  committees  of  all  the  primary  schools,  who  are  entrusted 
with  their  sde  management  and  care,  **  are  chosen  by  the  inhabit* 
ants  of  the  communes."  In  this  case,  as  in  some  otners,  the  late 
politic  King  of  Prussia  made  the  will  of  his  people  the  role  of  his 
government  and  the  law  of  the  land ;  and  this  is  the  secret  of  its 
successful  operation.  It  is  this  democratic  feature  of  free  schools^ 
which  has  matured  and  preserved  pure  republicanism  in  our  own 

*0r.  Reynoldf ,  American  Imtitute  of  ImtrucliQn,  Leot.  1SS3 
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land.  In  the  public  schools  all  classes  are  blended  together ;  the 
rich  mingle  ^ith  the  poor,  and  are  educated  in  company.  And 
in  their  sportive  gambols  a  common  sympathy  is  awakened,  all 
the  kinder  sensibilities  of  the  heart  are  excited,  and  mutual  at- 
tachments are  formed,  which  cannot  fail  to  exert  a  soothing  aad 
bapny  influence  through  life.  In  these  schools  the  poor  are  as 
likely  to  excel  as  the  rich,  for  there  is  no  monopoly  of  talent,  of 
industry  and  acqiiiirements.  It  was  the  ceaseless  application  and 
untiring  perseverance  of  Franklin,  and  not  his  wealth,  which 
raised  mm  to  the  highest  eminence  in  feune's  proud  temple.  It  is 
this  system,  indeed,  which  brings  forward  and  elevates  to  places 
of  distinction  a  due  proportion  of  that  class  of  citizens,  which 
the  Romans  called  new  men^— men  who  owe  nothing  either  to  birth 
or  fortune,  but  all  to  the  free  schools  and  their  own  exertions.  It 
IS  this  .principle  of  universal  education,  adopted  by  the  pilgrimSt 
and  cherished  by  their  descendants  through  succeeding  genera- 
tionSi  which  has  given  them  and  their  sons  pre-eminence  in  all 
things — ^in  arts  and  in  arms— in  we^th  and  power.  Nothing 
can  oe  imagined  more  admirably  adapted,  in  all  its  bearings,  to 
prostrate  all  distinctions  arising  from  the  mere  circumstances  of 
nirth  and  fortune.  By  means  of  the  public  schools,  the  poor  boy 
of  to-day,  without  the  protection  of  father  or  mother,  may  be  tte 
man  of  learning  \and  influence  of  to-morrow ;  and  he  may  accu- 
jpiulate  and  die  the  possessor  of  tens  of  thousands ;  he  may  even 
reach  the  highest  station  in  the  republic,  and  the  treasures  of  his 
mind  may  be  the  richest  legacy  of  the  present  to  cominff  genera- 
tions. Whilst  the  revei*se  of  all  this  may  be  true  of  tne  young 
scion  of  wealth  and  power,  proud  and  accomplished  as  he  may 
be  in  person,  and  gifted  also  by  nature  with  the  highest  order  of 
intellect,  and  blessed  with  the  fairest  prospects  of  usefulness^  the 
long  cherished  hopes  of  doting  parents,  and  the  brightest  youths 
ful  visions  of  rising  greatness  may  all  be  disappointed  in  some 
thoughtless  moment  of  ungovemed  passion,  an^  his  sun  go  down 
in  the  gloom  of  midnight  darkness.  Let  free  schools  be  estab- 
lished and  maintained  in  perpetuity,  and  there  can  be  no  such 
thing  as  a  permanent  aristocracy  in  our  land ;  for  the  monopoly 
of  wealth  is  powerless,  when  mind  is  allowed  freely  to  come  in 
contact  with  *nind.  It  is  only  by  erecting  a  barrier  between  the 
noh  and  the  poor,  which  can  be  done  only  by  allowiug  the  rich 
a  m(Xiopoly  of  learning  as  well  as  of  wealthy  that  sucn  an  aris- 
tocracy can  be  established.  But  the  operation  of  the  free  school 
system  has  a  powerful  tendency  to  prevent  the  erection  of  this 
barrier. 

In  confirmation  of  What  has  been  said  in  regard  to  the  Prush 
pan  system,  and  as  a  further  illustration  of  the  nature  and  tenden- 
cy of  schools,  the  following  quotation  from  the  report  of  M.  Cousm, 
is  presented.    After  havmg  gone  over  the  entire  organization  of 
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Enmaiy  instruction  in  Prussia,  be  says:  ''It  is  impossible  not  to 
e  struck  with  its  profound  Wisdom.  No  inappropriate  general 
principles,  no  spirit  of  system,  no  partial  or  exclusive  views  go*  ' 
vemi  the  legislator.  It  is  a  king,  and  an  absolute  king,  who  issued 
thisiaw ;  it  is  an  irresponsible  minister  who  advised  or  who  di* 
gested  it ;  and  yet  we  find  no  injudicious  spirit  of  c^itralizatioD 
or  official  despotism  ;  almost  every  thing  is  left  to  the  parochial 
department,  or  provincial  authorities ;  little  more  than' the  general 
supervision  and  dbec^ion  are  reserved  to  the  minister.  All  pei^ 
sons  or  classes,  who  have  an  interest  ixt  the  subject,  find  their  ap- 
propriate place  in  this  organi2ation,  and  concur,  each  in  his  owfi 
manner  and  degree,  to  the  common  end,  which  is  the  civilizatioD 
of  the  people.  On  these  grounds  the  Prussian  law  of  1819,  ap- 
pears to  me  excellent ;  nor  is  it  to  be  imagined  that  sucha  law  coiud 
be  conceived  and  matured  by  the  wisdom  of  an  individual.  In- 
deed, we  m^y  almost  say,  that  it  already  existed  in-  a  vast  aam« 
ber  of  partial  and  detached  ordinances,  and  in  the  numners  and 
customs  of  the  country.  There  is,  perhaps,  not  a  single  article  of 
this  long  law  to  which  numerous  anterior  regulations  did  not 
serve  as  a  ^oundwork.  I  find  rules  as  old  as  the  year  1728  and 
1736,  which  comprise  a  number  of  the  provisions  of  the  law  of 
1619.  The  powerful  and  active  superintendence  exercised  by 
the  church  over  the  education  of  the  people,  dates  from  the  origin 
of  the  reformation.  The  authors  of  a  r^.Volution  effected  in  the 
name  of  liberty  of  conscience,  must  necessarily  labor  at  the  eman- 
cipation of  the  popular  n^ind  and  the  diffusion  of  knowledge.  If 
the  course  of  instruction  seems  somewhat  too  full  for  some  places, 
it  must  be  remembered  that  it  was  already  surpassed  in  many 
others.  In  short,  this  law  does  little^more  than  methodize  what 
already  existed,  not  only  in  Prussia,  but  throughout  Germany. 
It  is  founded  on  reality  and  experience,  and  has  for  that  reason 
been  carried  into  execution,  and  produced  the  happiest  results  with 
extraordinary  rapidity  ;  in  almost  every  part  of  the<  kingdom  the 
reabty  goes  beyond  the  law.** 

From  the  nature  of  our  institutions,  almost  every  man  in  the 
community  is  liable  to  be  called  to  the  discharge  of  some  public 
trust  Sou'cely  an  mdividual  is  released  from  the  obli^tion  of 
devoting  his  talents  and  a  portion  of  his  time  to  the  service  of  the 
state.  And  a  faithful  and  honorable  discharge  of  these  duties  re- 
quires a  well  informed  mature  judgment;  and  other  qualificaticos 
of  a  high  character,  which  cati  be  obtained  only  by  a  good  edu- 
cation. Our  citizens  are  all  electors — a  high  and  responsible 
franchiae— nearly  all  of  them  are  liable  to  serve  as  jurors ;  many 
are  necessary  incumbents  of  the  various  offices  of  the  township, 
county  and  state,  and  of  the  United  States.  While  simplicity  is 
the  highest  perfection  of  our  system  of  government,  its  security 
results  from  the  complex  distribution  of  its  manifold  powers.  Its 
numerous  checks  and  balances  secura  the  citizen  in  possession  of 
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all  his  rights,  preserve  the  consdtutioi]  from  eQcroechmenty  and 
the  government  in  the  vigorous  exercise  of  alt  its  delegated  and 
r^tfal  authority.    And  though  it  has  oft  been  decried  as  a  ma* 
ny4ieaded  monster,  yet  time  and  experience  have  shown  that  die 
greatest  political  monster  is  a  government  with  but  a  single  head, 
and  that  head  perchance  a  knave,  or  a  f6oI,  or  a  madman.    Since, 
then,  by  the  wise  provisions  of  our  system,  political  power  is  di^ 
tributed  to  such  an  extent  that  nearly  every  citizen  may  be  cafled 
tCF  share  in  its  exercise,  while  he  submits  to  its  just  autiiarity ; 
how  easmitial  that  all  should  acquire  that  knowledge,  and  tbote 
<^ialifications,  which  are  requisite  to  the  ri^t  penormance  of 
civil,  judicial  and  military  duties.    Not  mere  mteuigence,  but  ao 
tuai  knowledge,  which  educatiexi  alone  can  furnish,  is  required  in 
erery  department  of  the  government,  in  kgi^tion,  in  jurispru- 
dense,  and  in  the  daily  execution  of  the  laws.    It  is  requited  in 
all  the  busmess  transactions  of  the  day ;  in  manu&ctories^  in  ccm* 
merce  and  agriculture ;   in  the  makuig  of  roads  and  canals ;  in 
planning,  carrying  forward  and  perfecting  other  great  works  of 
imenud  improvement.    It  is  also  required  m  architecture  and  gar- 
dening ;  in  the  management  of  prisons  and  financial  operations.   It 
is  moreover  requhred  m  a  special  mannerin  the  learned  professions; 
without  knowledge,  what  would  be  the  profession  of  law?  of  medi- 
cine? of  theology  and  teaching  ?     While  the  ardor  of  patriotism 
gkryrs  in  every  oosom  in  this  infant  and  rising  state,  let  those  to 
whom  its  destiny  is  committed  be  induced  by  all  that  is  sacred  in 
human  rights,  in  life,  liberty  and  happiness,  to  emulate,  the  noUe 
example  of  those  time-honored  sires,  who  laid  the  foundation  of 
aD  our  greatness  as  a  people,  in  schools  and  other  seminaries  (k 
leaniing.    And  then  in  the  march  of  time,  looking  back  through 
the  long  vista  of  by-gone  years*  at  some  centennial  celebration, 
like  the  one  lately  witnessed  in  the  land  of  the  pilgrims,  jrili  the 
names  of  those  l>e  held  in  fateful  remembrance,  smd  their  works 
admired  and  praised,  who  nave  borne,  the  burden  and  heat  of  the 
day  in  providing  good  institutions,  and  preserving  unimpaired  and 
handing  over  to  posterity  the  rich  inheritance  derived  to  us  firam 
the  pilgrim  fathers.     We  need  wisdom,  and  prudence,  and  fore- 
sight in  our  councils ;  fixedness  of  purpose,  integrity  and  upright- 
ness of  heart  in  our  rulers ;  unwavering  attachment  to  the  rights 
of  man  atnong  all  our  people;  but  these  high  attributes  of  a  noble 
patriotism,  these  essential  elements  of  civilization  and  imprtyve* 
men! ,  will  disappear  when  schools  shall  cease  to  exert  an  all-per- 
vading influence  through  the  length  and  breadth  of  our  land. 

If  we  admit  tha:t  those  now  upon  the  fiall  tide  of  life  have  sn^ 
ficient  knowledge  and  integrity  to  guide  safely  the  ship  of  state, 
yet  a  few  short  years  must  pass  it  to  the  guidance  and  directioii 
of  odier  councils,  of  other  heads  and  hands.  And  whether  they 
shall  be  duly  qualified,  and  possess  suflicient  skill  to  keep  it  in  trim 
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and  good  repair,  and  pass  it  successfally  on  with  its  precious  de* 
postte  of  ficee  institations  and  equal  laws  to  a  still  rising  race,  de* 
peods  in  a  great  measure,  under  the  direction  of  a  kind  Providence, 
on  the  course  of  those  who  are  now  intrusted  with  its  care.  Oar 
children  will  soon  stand  up  in  our  stead ;  they  will  soon  enter  into 
full  possession  of  our  inheritance ;  they  must  take  what  we  have 
to  leave,  free  institutions,  equal  laws,  personal,  civil  and  religious 
libertyt  and  the  choicest  form  of  government  on  earth ;  improve 
and  perpetuate  the  same,  or  pervert  and  destroy  them ;  and  there* 
by  attadi  to  our  names  honor  or  disgrace.  It  is  conceded,  as 
ifell  by  the  friends  as  the  enemies  of  our  constitution,  that  it  can* 
not  exist  and  be  maintained  in  its  purity,  simplicity  and  power,  in 
the  midst  of  a  people  generally  unenlightened  jand  vicious.  The 
history  of  the  last  half  century  strikingly  illustrates  the  truth  of 
this  position.  The  Spanish  provinces  of  our  own  continent  eoaU 
break  in  pieces  the  iron  chains  with  which  they  were  bound ; 
the  peofde  of  France  could  once  and  again  overturn  existing  des* 
potisms ;  and  Greece  could  liberate  herself  from  the  yoke  of  Turk- 
ish bondage.  But  they  were  found  to  be  essentially  wanting  in 
that  knowledge  and  virtue  which  are  necessary  to  establish  and 
maintain  free  institutions.  Hence,  notwithstanding  all  their  exer«* 
tioQs  and  sacrifices  of  blood  and  treasure,  despotism  is  again  tri* 
umphant  It  is  true,  they  may  have  bettered  their  condition,  but 
they  are  not  fi'ee.  The  only  question,  therefore,  to  be  solved,  is : 
Can  any  plan  be  devised  by  which  the  principles  of  virtue  and 
knowledge  may  be  so  diffused  among  the  ^preat  body  of  the  peo* 
pie,  as  tte  existence  and  perpetuity  of  our  institutions  seem  to  re- 
quire t  The  general  impression  ts  that  it  may  be  done  eflectually 
by  a  well  digested  system  of  free  schools.  There  is  no  alterna- 
tive, this  being  the  only  process  by  which  the  whole  population 
can  be  made  acquainted  with  their  rights  and  duties  as  citizens  of 
one  commonwealth.  Schools,  therefore,  as  the  only  eiSicient 
means  of  accomplishing  such  an  object,  ought  emphatically  to  be 
the  property  and  care  of  the  state.  To  neglect  them,  would  be 
to  neglect  the  vita]  energies  of  the  body  politic.  Hence  the  go- 
vernraent  ought  so  far  to  assume  the  direction,  as  to  see  to  it  mat 
the  benefit  of  the  school  system  is  extended  to  all  parts  of  the  com- 
munity. And  especially  are  they  bound  to  see  to  it,  that  populsjr 
ignorance  does  not  encroach  upon  the  territories  of  the  republic, 
smd  cast  abroad  over  its  fairest  portions  and  dearest  interests  a 
blighting  shade.  For  it  is  demonstrably  certain,  that  all  that  is 
valuable  in  time,  in  good  government,  in  a  well  balanced  constitu- 
tion, in  equal  and  just  laws,  in  civil  rights,  in  liberty  of  conscience 
and  free  institutions,  is  suspended  upon  the  ffeneral  diffusion  dC 
knowledge.  Without  education,  the  fairest  rabric  ever  reared  in 
the  lonj^  march  of  time  must  tumble  into  ruin ;  and  its  name  and 
memonal  become  and  remain  a  by-word,  a  hissing  and  an  astoo- 
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ishmeDt  to  the  nations  of  the  earth.  Let  ignoranoe  pAvaif,  and 
supentitution  and  bigotry  will  soon  become  lords  of  the  asoeiid* 
ant,  and  crimes  of  every  species  and  of  the^  darkest  shades  will 
increase  and  multiply ;  and  security  of  property,  of  liberty  and 
life,  is  at  an  end  ;  and  intemperance,  injustice  and  oppression,  un- 
terrified  and  unrestrained,  will  revel  and  triumph  at  noon-day. 
CcMisequently,  education  is  just  as  important  ana  just  as  valuable 
as  is  the  pro^rity,  freedom  and  happiness,  of  a  great  and  grow- 
ingpeople. 

Education  is  indeed  a  subject  of  immense  magnituiter  It  m 
not  merely  as  the  little  hill  .that  can  be  fully  scanned  from  two  or 
three  positions;  but  like  some  vast  range  of  mountains,  stpetch* 
ii^  through  the  length  and  breadth  of  some  mighdr  continent  ^ 
an  accurate  survey  of  which  can  be  obtained  omy  by  long  eon* 
tinued  observation  and  toDsome  joumeyinffs.  It  comprises  vastly 
more  than  is  generally  supposed ;  all  indeed  of  the  physical,  in- 
tellectual and  moral  culture  of  man,  from  the  first  dawnings 
of  his  existence  to  the  termination  of  his  earthly  career.  When 
the  child  first  begins  to  lisp  his  native  tongue,  his  education,  has 
commenced,  and  it  is  not  complete  till  there  is  nothing  moi«  far 
him  to  learn.  All  that  a  civilized  man  is  when  grown  to  matu- 
rity, more  than  he  is  at  birth,  is  the  result  of  education,  in  the 
widest  sense  of  the  term.  And  he  is  the  best  educated  man,  who 
has  acquired  a  knowledge  of  the  existence  of  things,  and  become 
acquainted  with  their  most  intimate  and  important  relatioDs; 
and  whose  faculties,  physical,  intellectual  and  moral,  are  fully 
developed  in  just  and  equal  proportions.  The  great  object  gain- 
ed in  all  such  cases  is  a  well-balanced  mind,  with  an  extensive 
knowledge  of  men  and  things.  Dugald  Stuart  does  not  say 
enough,  when  he  affirms  it  to  be  ^  the  great  business  of  educatioo 
to  ciutivate  the  original  faculties.'*  TUs  is  .certainly  important; 
but  it  is  equally  so,  to  be  made  acquainted  with  facts,  with  the 
existence  of  thuigs,  thefr  relations  and  dependencies.  The  first 
man,  as  is  generally  supposed,  came  into  being  in  full  maturity. 
But  what  is  man,  with  all  his  powers  in  full  strength  and  vigor, 
without  knowledge?  Hence  the  acquisition  of  Imowlec^  is 
highly  important,  and  so  also  is  the  cultivation  of  the  ofu^inal 
powers  of  the  human  mind.  And  these  two  ends  niay  easily  be 
made  subservient  to  each  other. .  The  sreat  object  m  teadnng 
should  be,  to  impart  in  a  given  period  me  greatest  amounts 
knowledge,  and  tne  greatest  device  of  strength  to  each  one  of 
the  original  faculties. 

If  the  child  is  properly  instructed,  he  will  be  taught  thorough- 
ly ;  and  then  the  knowledge  which  he  acquires  wul  be*  perma- 
nent, and  it  will  be  communicated  in  the  shortest  time,  which  is 
an  object  of  great  moment.  It  is  to  be  recollected  in  this  con- 
nection, that  the  faculties  of  our  constitution  are  all  invigorated 
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by  tliat  exerciie  which  is  required  in  the  acquisition  of  know- 
ledge. But  it  is  equally  true  that  each  one  must  be  duly  exer- 
cised. The  improvement  of  the  memory  does  not  necessarily 
strengthen  the  power  of  discrimination,  nor  does  the  cultivation  oi 
the  fancy  increase  the  vigor  of  the  perceptive  faculties,  nor  does 
logical  acuteness  add  sensibility  to  the  taste.  Hence  it  is  the 
object  of  the  science  of  education,  while  it  communicates  in  a 

S'ven  time  the  greatest  amount  of  knowledge,  to  render  the  mind 
e  fittest  instrument  for  discovering,  applying  and  obeying  the 
laws  of  the  universe  in  which  man  is  placed.  The  high  pur- 
poses of  education  are  thus  beautifully  expressed  by  an  ancient 
poet — **  That  our  sons  may  be  as  plants  grown  up  in  their  youth; 
and  our  daughters  as  corner  stones  polished  after  the  similitude 
of  a  palace."  In  the  language  of  the  great  moralist  of  antiquity — 
^  It  ifr  thai  which  forms  and  fashions  the  soul,  which  gives  to  life 
its  disposition  and  order,  which  points  out  what  it  is  our  duty  to 
do^  what  it  is  our  duty  to  omit  It  sits  at  the  helm,  and  in  a  sea 
of  peril  directs  the  course  of  those  who  are  wandering  through 
the  waves.***  It  is  therefore  to  be  viewed  as  a  general  instru- 
ment of  good,  an  instrument  by  which  man  mav  have  the  dignity 
of  co-operating  with  the  all-wise,  all-perfect  and  benevolent  Crea- 
tor, in  extending  to  others  the  knowledge,  virtue  and  happiness 
which  he  is  (jusuified  botli  to  enjoy  and  to  diffuse.  It  is  henoe 
worthy  the  highest  consideration;  and  may  justly  claim  the  at- 
tention of  the  most  gifted  minds,  and  ought  to  engage  the  time 
and  talent  of  the  first  order  of  intellect ;  for  it  relates  to  the  du- 
ties, the  hopes  and  the  great  destiny  of  man.  It  is  the  ;iobIe  de- 
sign of  education  to  invi^rate  and  polish  the  outward  man,  to 
refine  the  taste,  improve  me  heart,  enlarge  the  understanding — 
to  fit  human  beings  to  move  in  all  the  varied  circumstances  of 
life,  with  honor  to  memselves  and  to  be  a  blessing  and  not  a  curse 
to  their  fellow  men. 

It  is  proposed  as  a  subject  worthy  the  gravest  consideration, 
whether  the  state  can  fulfil  its  h^h  obligation  to  itself  and  sufler 
any  to  grow  up  in  ignorance,  it  is  apprehended  to  be  the  duty 
of  the  government  to  require  of  all  persons,  having  the  care  of 
children,  their  education.  And  effectually  to  secure  the  accom- 
plishment of  this  object,  they  should  be  required  to  send  them  to 
school  the  constitutional  proportion  of  each  year,  between  the 
ages  of  five  and  seventeen.  It  is  presumed  no  shorter  period  can 
be  asked,  as  this  would  be  barely  sufficient  to  teach  the  first  ru- 
diments of  learning.  Every  conmxunity  has  a  right  to  protect 
itself  prevent  as  well  as  remove  nuisances,  provide  for  its  wel- 
fare and  preserve  a  healthful  and  vigorous  existence.  But  these 
objects  cannot  be  accomplished  where  femilies  are  allowed  to 
grow  up  in  ignorance  of  their  rights  and  duties  as  citizens.    Be- 
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mg  uneducated,  they  can  add  nothii^  to  the  moral  and  imeDeo- 
tual  power  of  the  state.  They  will  not  unfrequently  &U  a  my 
to  the  more  knowing  of  their  neighbora ;  and  then  abandon  tbaoi- 
fldves  to  crime.  This  is  iindoubtedly  the  reason  why  so  large  a 
proportion  of  the  inmates  of  state  prisons  are  found  to  be  wimoat 
education.  If  knowledge  is  power,  the  want  of  it  is  weakness. 
And  it  ought  to  be  borne  in  mind,  that  the  education  of  the  in&nt 
mind  is  rar  less  expensive  than  the  support  of  the  aged  criminaL 
Iq  the  Prussian  sykem,  parents  are  required  to  send  their  chil- 
dren to  the  primary  schools ;  and  it  is  made  the  duty  of  each 
district  to  maintain  a  primary  school  at  its  own  expense.  Says 
M.  C0USUI9  **  This  duty  is  so  national,  so  rooted  in  all  the  hpl 
and  moral  habits  of  the  country,  that  it  is  expressed  by  a  single 
word,  school-obligation.  It  corresponds  to  another  word,  simi- 
larly formed  and  sanctioned  by  public  opinion,  military*service* 
obligati<».  These  two  words  are  com[Hetely  characteiistia  of 
Prussia ;  they  contain  the  secret  of  its  originality  as  a  nation,  of 
its  power  as  a  state,  and  the  germ,  of  its  future  condition.  They 
express,  in  my  opinion,  the  two  bases  of  true  civilizatioii--4now- 
le^ge  and  strength.  The  state  has  long  impost  on  all  parents 
the  strict  obligation  of  sending  their  children  to  school,  unless  they 
are  able  to  prove  that  they  are  giving  them  a  competent  educa- 
tion at  home.*" 

And  in  all  this  there  is  nothing  inconsistent  with  the  princif^ 
of  rational  liberty.  It  is  merely  providing  for  the  safety  of  the 
state,  for  its  health,  happiness  and  vigorous  growth.  This  dutv 
stands  on  precisely  the  same  ground  as  the  law,  which  obliges  all 
the  citizens  between  certain  ages  to  be  enrolled  and  oocasooaal- 
ly  do  military  duty.    It  is  a  wise  precautionary  measure  for  the 

Kablic  security.  And  in  the  language  of  M.  Cousin,  it  is  to  be 
oped,  ''the  time  will  come  when  popular  instruction  will  be 
equally  recognized  as  a  social  duty,  imperative  on  all,  for  the  sake 
of  all.**  Most  certainly  nothing  can  oe  more  desirable,  and  no- 
thing more  reasonable.  The  object  to  be  attained  is  the  wdfioe 
of  the  individual  instructed  and  the  security  of  the  state.  To  m- 
cure  this  object,  the  instruction  must  be  given ;  and  henoe  the 
state  has  the  right  to  require  the  education  of  all  children  and 
youth,  and  to  imp^^se  upon  all  to  whom  their  mana^ment  and 
care  is  committed,  the  duty  of  educating  them ;  and  if  tb^  can- 
not do  it  themselves,  to  send  them  to  the  public  schools.  This  is 
tbe  very  spirit  and  letter  of  the  Prussian  law.  It  allows  parents 
to  educate  their  children  themselves,  or,  if  they  choose,  to  send 
them  to  a  private  school.  But  if  they  cannot  educate  them  them- 
selves, and  do  not  choose  to  send  them  to  a  private  institution, 
then  it  requires  them  to  send  their  children  a  certain  period  of 
their  younger  years  to  the  public  primary  schools.  And  so  po- 
rt nport  on  Pnbfie  Imtraetion  in  Pnurii. 
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polar  is  the  school  s^em  throughout  the  eDtire  kingdom,  that 
paiwts  usually  anticipate  the  legal  ace  of  sending  to  schod,  and 
geaaraily  protong  the  time  beyond  what  the  law  requires.  The 
same  system  and  spirit  prevail  in  some  parts  of  our  own  country. 
The  system  originated  in  a  love  of  liberty,  and  in  the  purest  plu- 
lanthropy ;  and  not  in  a  mere  thirst  for  the  exercise  of  arbi- 
trary power ;  it  is  indeed  at  war  with  the  very  spirit  of  despo- 
tism, H>r  it  seeks  the  elevation  of  every  individual  of  all  classes, 
whereas  despotism  aims  to  exalt  the  few  at  tile  expense  of  the 
many. 

In  this  view  of  the  subject,  it  would  seem  to  be  immensely  im- 
poHant  that  the  public  schools  be  amply  sufficient  to  answer  the 
JQst  expectations  of  humanity  atad  the  demands  of  the  state. 
Unless  these  schools  are  adequate  to  meet  the  wants  of  the  whole 
community,  private  seminaries  will  be  established  by  the  rich,  at 
which  only  their  children  can  be  educated.  I^et  the  expense  be 
what  it  may,  the  higher  classes  will  provide  themselves  with 
•chools  for  their  own  families;  and  the  effect  of  this  will  be,  to 
widen  die  distinction  between  them  and  the  poor,  and  create  an 
aristocracy  of  learning  as  well  as  of  wealth.  Such  a  state  of 
things  would  give  an  impetus  and  an  energy  to  the  already  com- 
manding influence  of  the  rich,  which  the  poorer  classes  would  be 
wholly  unable  to  withstand.  This  overshadowing  power  in  them 
would  soon  subject  all  the  other  classes  of  the  state  to  their  <h> 
ninion  and  control  It  is  to  be  remembered  also,  that  if  private 
establishments  are  better  endowed,  they  wiH  be  likely  to  be  more 
ably  conducted;  and  if  so,  they  will  necessarily  lead  to  a  depre- 
ciaticii  in  the  character  of  the  free  schools,  and  ultimately  to  their 
abandonment  The  experience  of  the  older  states  abundantly 
confirms  this  representation.  Wherever  the  liberality  and  enter- 
prise of  individimls  have  established  flourishing  private  institotions, 
they  have  uniformly  had  a  pernicious  influence  upon  the  conrnion 
8chods.  Instead  of  being  improved  and  elevated  by  their  proxi- 
inity  to  such  institutions,  they  have  lost  theur  character  and  ose- 
futness.  In  those  towns  where  private  seminaries  have  been 
located  and  well  sustained,  the  free  schools  will  be  found,  withoat 
exception,  to  be  in  a  miserable  condition.  Where  such  institu- 
ticns  exist,  all  whose  means  will  allow  them  to  do  it,  patronixe 
them  by  sendii^  their  children.  This  necessarily  impairs  the 
confidence  of  the  public  in  the  common  schools,  and  must  finally 
destroy  them.  The  truth  is,  the  system  of  public  schools  is  the 
vitel  principle  in  the  social  state,  as  constituted  by  us,  and  must 
be  imserved.  But  how  can  it  be  preserved,  when  leadioff 
portions  of  the  community,  with  men  of  influence  at  their  inesei 
abandon  it  and  attach  themselves  to  other  institutions?  The  re- 
sok  is,  that  all  who  do  this  necessarily  become  indi&rent  towards 
the  puUic  schools^  and  lose  all  interest  in  their  existence  and  wel- 
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fiue.  Could  they  be  retained^  they  might  do  much  towards  pattii^ 
the  firee  schools  in  the  best  possible  condition.  Their  inteloffeDce, 
influence  and  example,  and  indeed  all  their  po\¥ers  would  be  as- 
siduously employed  in  promoting  the  common  cause.  It  roav 
not  be  consistent  with  the  principles  of  our  constitution  to  prohibit 
private  seminaries ;  but  it  is  consistent  with  both  the  spirit  and 
letter  of  our  institutions  to  place  the  public  schools  upon  hi^  and 
elevated  ground,  to  make  them  adequate  to  the  wants  of  the 
whole  community ;  to  place  them  on  such  a  footing  as  to  furnish 
the  best  instruction,  not  only  in  the  more  common,  but  in  all  the 
higher  branches  of  elementary  knowledge ;  so  that  those  who 
send  to  them  may  have  the  satisfaction  of  knowing  that  their 
children  are  receiving  as  good  instruction,  as  the  wealth  of  the 
Indies  can  purchase.  All  classes  would  then  find  it  to  be  for 
their  interest  to  give  them  countenance  and  support  And  it 
must  be  confessed  to  be  an  object  of  paramount  miportanoe  to 
interest  the  greatest  possible  numbers  in  the  public  schools.  Let 
the  state  institutions,  in  all  the  varied  departments  of  edncationt 
be  what  they  may  and  ought  to  be,  and  it  will  remove  the  main 
cause,  which  has  operated  to  give  existence  to  private  establish- 
ments. The  primary  schools  should  be  of  the  first  order,  the 
academies  of  the  highest  grade,  and  the  universitv  assume  and 
maintain  a  commanding  position;  and  each  and  all  of  them  be  so 
ably  conducted  as  to  give  entire  satisfaction  to  all  reasonable,  un- 
prejudiced minds.  V^th  such  schools  the  rising  generation  woakl 
oe  thoroughly  taught,  and  the  wants  of  the  state  adeauately  sup- 
pUed.  The  able  superintendent  of  the  New  York  schools,  in  his 
report  for  the  year  1827,  speaking  of  the  importance  of  having 
•schools  of  an  elevated  character,  says,  ^  The  course  of  instruction 
in  the  common  schools  ought  to  be  adapted  jto  the  business  of  li^ 
and  to  ti^  actual  duties  which  may  devolve  upon  the  person  in- 
structed. In  a  government  where  every  citizen  has  a  voice  in 
ileciding  the  most  important  Questions,  it  is  not  only  necessary 
that  every  person  should  be  able  to  read  and  vmte,  but  that  be 
should  be  well  instructed  in  the  rights,  privileges  and  duties  of  a 
citizen.  Instruction  should  be  co-extensive  with  universal  suffrage. 
An  unenlightened  mind  is  not  recognized  by  the  genius  of  a  re- 
publican government.  The  constitution  of  Peru  provides,  that 
after  the  year  1840,  no  one  shall  enjoy  the  privilege  of  citizenship 
who  is  not  able  to  read  and  write.  This  is  a  much  more  rational 
qnalificati(Hi  for  voting  than  the  fireehold  test  which  has  recendy 
been  abolished  in  this  state.  In  addition  to  becoming  aoquainteil 
with  the  history  of  his  own  town,  county,  state  and  nation,  the 
scholar  should  be  made  acquainted  with  the  laws  relating  to  the 
^  duties  and  privile^s  of  towns,"  the  manner  in  which  me  busi- 
ness of  the  county  is  transacted,  and  the  organizatiixi  and  powers 
of  the  government    As  socmi  as  a  young  man  enters  upon  active 
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life,  he  is  caUed  upon  to  discharge  the  various  duties  at  acitizeDt 
and  the  necessary  instruction  to  qualif}'  him  for  an  intelligent  dis- 
chai^  of  duties,  so  important  to  himself  and  his  country,  should 
form  a  part  of  his  education.  It  is  important  that  tne  rising 
generation  should  be  well  instructed  in  the  history  of  their  own 
country ;  those  who  are  to  be  the  future  guardians  of  our  free 
government  should  be  made  acquainted  wiu  the  toil  and  suiferiii|^ 
which  it  cost  to  establish  the  liberties  which  they  enjoy.  In  per- 
petuating the  example  which  our  country  offers  to  the  world,  that 
man  is  capable  of  self-government,  it  is  vitally  important  that  the 
means  should  be  afTorded  in  the  comm<m.  sdiools,  of  acquiring  a 
sound  knowledge  of  the  principles  and  acts  of  the  revolution*  of 
the  cause  and  consequence  of  independence.  A  history,  every 
incident  of  which  has  a  tendency  to  inspire  a  reverence  for  tlie 
institutions  of  our  country,  ought  to  be  '^  familiar  as  housebdd 
words*'  to  those  on  whose  intelligence  and  patriotism  the  future 
hopes  of  the  republic  are  based.***  But  how  are  these  high  ob* 
jects  of  education  to  be  attained,  unless  the  public  schods  are 
adequate  to  furnish  the  instruction  required  ?  Individuals  may 
educate  their  own  families,  but  they  cannot  educate  the  great 
public.  To  do  this  effectually,  will  require  the  concentrated  wis-, 
dom  and  energy  of  the  whole  state. 

But  the  most  perfect  organization  of  the  entire  system  of  schools, 
in  all  the  varied  departments  of  instruction,  must  fail  of  securing 
the  desired  results  without  a  sufficient  number  of  competent 
teachers.  In  a  memorial  of  the  American  Institute  of  Instructioii 
to  the  Massachusetts  legislature,  it  is  affirmed  to  be  **  an  evident 
and  important  truth,  that  no  school  can  be  essentially  improved 
but  by  the  improvement  of  the  teacher.  All  other  things  are,  m 
comparisop,  oi  little  consequence.  Children  of  the  best  parents, 
in  the  best  constructed  school-house,  under  the  most  favorable 
circumstances,  will  lose  and  more  than  lose  their  time  if  given 
over  to  the  management  of  an  incompetent  teacher.  This  im- 
provement is  therefore  at  the  bottom  of  every  other."  The  com- 
mittee of  the  House  on  education  thus  respond  to  this  sentime&t : 
'^  It  is  believed  by  the  committee  that  an  appropriation  of  a  portion 
of  the  income  of^the  fund  to  the  education  of  teachers  upon  some 
well  devised  {dan,  would  do  more  for  the  cause  of  public  instruc- 
tion than  almost  any  innovation  on  the  existing  institutions  that 
ceuld  well  be  imaginlsd."  And  again — **  Your  committee  believe 
they  do  but  respond  to  the  nearly  unanimous  opinion  of  this 
House,  as  well  as  of  the  people  whom  they  represent,  when  they 
express  their  own  conviction,  that  there  is  no  class  of  the  comma* 
nity  upon  whom  its  highest  interests  more  essentially  depend,  than 
upon  teachers  of  schools.    They  hold  in  their  hands  the  hopes  of 

*Hon.  A.  C.  Fhgg. 
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the  present  and  the  strength  of  the  conuQ^  senermtioa.    Tbe^ 
stand  at  the  very  springs  and  fountains  cf  civU  liberty,  to  poiSOD 
or  purify  its  waters.**    The  present  dtstinguisbed  superinteodeot 
of  the  New.  Yoric  schools,  says — ""  Our  common  school  system 
has  been  but  a  few  years  in  operation,  and  it  is  only  recently  that 
it  can  be  considered  as  having  rained  a  solid  foundation.    In 
building  up  and  bringii^  to  perfection  its  external  oiganisatioii, 
the  internal  condition  of  the  schools,  has  in  some  d^ree  been 
neglected.    The  only  material  defect  of  the  svstem  is  the  want 
of  competent  teachers.     There  is  dai^r  that  they  will  never  an« 
swer  the  ends  of  their  in3titution,  if  the  teachers,  the  body  of  men 
who  are  relied  on  to  infuse  into  them  the  moral  and  intellectual 
improvement  which  constitutes  the  vital  principle  of  the  system — 
are  not  fully  adequate  to  the  task."*  Without  competent  teachers, 
the  most  perfect  system  of  external  oi^nization  must  be  power- 
less^-fliust  certainly  fail  of  accomplishing  its.  object.     The  trudi 
is,  education  is  to  be  regarded  as  a  science  and  an  art ;  it  is  a 
science,  for  it  has  its  distinct  subject,  its  distinct  object,  and  is 
governed  by  its  own  peculiar  laws ;  and  has,  like  the  other 
scHences,  its  corresponding  art — ^the  art  of  teaching.    Hence  re- 
sults the  profession  of  teacher ;  the  most  onerous  of  any  in  the 
country.    But  how  little  understood  is  either  the  science  or  the 
art?  and  how  little  esteemed  is  the  profession  of  teacher?    And 
how  can  it  be  otherwise  ?    If  education  is  a  science,  how  is  it  to 
be  understood  without  study  ?  and  if  teaching  is  an  art,  how  caa 
it  be  successfully  practised  without  suitable  preparation  T    How 
then  jssn  the  profession  of  teacher  be  esteemed,  if  men  eenerally 
enter  it  who  know  little  or  nothing  of  either  ?    No  man  is  suppo- 
sed to  be  acquainted  with  any  one  of  the  other  sciences,  vrbo  has 
not  thoroughly  investigated  it;  nor  is  any  one  thought  to  be 
qualified  to  enter  the  profession  with  which  that  science  is  con- 
nected, and  practice  its  corresponding  art,  who  has  not  become 
intimately  acquainted  with  its  duties.    Men  are  not  often  thought 
to  be  fit  to  enter  the  learned  professions,  who  have  not  thorou^ly 
studied  the  sciences  on  which  those  professions  are  based.    It 
may  hence  be  pertinently  asked  '*  on  what  principle  of  common 
sense  is  it  that  a  man  is  considered  good  enough  for  a  teacher,  be- 
cause he  has  satisfactorily  proved  himself  good  for  no  one  thing 
else?     Why  is  it,  that  the  utter  want  of  health  to  exercise  any 
other  profession,  is  firequently  the  only  reason  why  a  man  should 
be  thrust  into  this,  which  requires  more  active  mental  labor  in  the 
discharj^  of  its  duties  than  any  other  profession  whatsoever? 
Alas !  It  is  not  by  teachers  such  as  these  that  the  intellectoal 
power  of  a  people  is  to  be  created.     To  hear  a  scholar  say  a 
lesson,  is  not  to  educate  him.^t     Why  ia  it  that,  in  the  lapse  of 

*  Report  of  1836.  t  Pres.  Waylaod'a  Dif.  before  A.  1. 1^  1S30. 
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ages,  the  very  name  of  Greece  is  still  surrounded  tidth  undimimslh 
ed  efiu]geiioe  7  It  is  not  because  of  the  prowess  and  &me  of  her 
oommandeni  and  chieftains— of  her  Miltiades,  Leonidas  and  Ci- 
mon  ;  it  is  not  because  of  the  unequalled  splendor  and  comet- 
like  glare  of  her  military  achievements  and  conquests :  but  it  is 
because  that  in  the  days  of  her  intellectual  glory  and  greatness, 
Socrates  and  Plato,  Aristotle  and  Zeno,  were  teachers  cf  her 
youth.  They  were  stars  of  the  first  magnitude  in  that  peerless 
constellation  of  genius,  which  still  shines  Sius  resplendentiy  upon 
the  land  which  gave  them  birth ;  and  the  light  of  which  has, 
through  all  ^cceeding  ages,  been  reflected  upon  every  dime 
where  civilized  man  has  found  a  home.    What  a  contrast  when 

{^resented  in  connection  with  many  of  the  teachers  of  our  day  I 
nslead  of  bein^  all  light,  as  they  should  be,  and  capable  of  emit'' 
ting  it ;  from  their  extreme  opaken6ss,  they  scarcely  shine  widi 
even  a  borrowed  lustre.  It  is  utterly  impossible  to  elevate  th^ 
schods,  and  make  them  what  they  ought  to  be  and  must  be,  to 
noeet  the  just  demands  of  all  classes  ca  community,  without  e\e^ 
vating  the  character  and  rank  of  teachers.  And  to  do  this  effec- 
tually, they  'must  be  thoroughly  educated  and  bred  to  the  pro- 
firasion.  In  the  Prus^an  system,  the  greatest  attention  is  paid  to 
this  subject,  it  being  justly  considered  that  nothing  to  the  pur- 
pose can  be  done  without  competent  teachers  i  and  consequently 
no  person  is  allowed  to  enter  the  profession,  who  cannot  prove 
himself  to  be  thoroughly  qualified  to  discharge  its  duties.  It  ap- 
pears firom  the-  report  of  M.  Cousin  to  the  French  minister  of 
public  instruction,  and  also  irom  the  answers  of  Dr.  Julius,  com- 
missioner firom  the  King  of  Prussia,  who  lately  passed  through 
our  country,  to  questions  proposed  to  him  by  the  superintendent 
of  the  New  York  schools,  that  there  is  scarcely  an  individual  of 
the  thirty  thousand  teachers  employed  within  the  limits  of  the 
kingdom,  who  has  not  spent,  after  parsing  through  the  common 
elementary  branches  as  taught  at  the  primary  schools,  three 
years  at  some  one  of  the  teachers'  seminaries,  to  qualify  himself 
to  dischaige  the  duties  of  the  profession.  With  such  a  body  of 
te^isfaerii  me  schools  must  flouriiBh ;  nothing  can  prevent  their  suc- 
cessfiil  operation.  Such  teachers  we  need  and  such  teachers  We 
mu^t  have  in  our  schools,  or  they  will  never  answer  the  end  of 
their  institution.  **  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  superiority  of 
the  celebrated  Prussian  system  results  fi'om  the  care  bestowed 
upon  the  department  of  teachers.  In  that  kingdom,  as  before  sug- 
gested, a  distinct  class  of  schools  is  appropriated  especially  to  the 
education  of  teachers;  and  the  masters  of  the  common  schools  are 
all  taken  from  among  the  persons  educated  in  these  seminaries. 
In  the  state  of  New  York,  the  same  system  has  been  recently 
adopted  in  -a  somewhat  different  form/*    On  the  recommenda* 

*  Ueport  of  theCom-on  Ed.  to  Mwf.  H.  R.,  1S85. 
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UoQ  of  a  committee  of  their  own  board,  the  regents  of  the'univer' 
sity  have,  within  the  two  past  years,  appended  to  eight  ezisting 
academic  institutions,  a  department  expressly  for  the  raucatkm  of 
teachers.  And  the  subject  is  urged  upon  the  attention  of  the 
public  by  the  Hon.  John  A.  Dix,  present  superintendent  of  oota- 
mon  schools,  with  distinguished  ability  and  zeal.  In  the  system 
which  we,  as  a  state,  may  adopt,  it  will  be  highly  important  to 
make  such  provisions  as  will  infallibly  secure  a  sufficient  number 
of  competent  teachers.  It  will  be  essential  to  make  t^aehmg  the 
business  of  men,  and  then  men  will  be  found  to  do  the  business  of 
teaching.  No  doubt,  as  things  now  are,  it  will  be  thought  to  be 
difficult,  if  not  impossible,  to  find  a  sufficient  number  oi  persons 
qualified  for  the  emj^yment,  or  who  will  venture  to  engage  in 
preparing  themselves  for  it  But  v^y  should  it  be  so  ?  teanning 
is  a  nobk  employment ;  why  then  such  a  deficiency  oif  good 
teachers  ?  Says  the  Hon.  A.  C.  Flagg,  former  superintendent  of 
the  New  York  schools,  "  The  principal  reason  is  to  be  found  in 
the  unwillingness  pn  the  part  of  school  districts,  to  make  adequate 
compensation  to  teachers  of  approved  talents  and  qualifications. 
How  else  does  it  happen  that  at  a  time  when  the  merchant  is 
overstocked  with  clerks,  and  the  professions  of  law  and  medtdne 
are  thronged  with  students,  there  is  such  a  lamentable  deficiency 
in  the  number  of  those  who  have  the  inclination  and  the  .ability 
to  engage  in  the  business  of  instruction  ?  Is  it  not  to  be  aacnheA 
to  the  more  liberal  encouragement  ofiered  by  other  employinaitfl^ 
compared  with  the  compensation  of  school  teachers?  Instito* 
tions  for  the  formation  oi  instructors  are  desirable ;  but  the  edu- 
cation of  teachers  would  be  unavailing,  unless  the  districts  could 
appreciate  the  importance  of  affording  such  compensatioQ  as 
would  command  their  services.  Other  causes  may  have  their 
influence,  but  the  seat  of  the  difficulty  may  be  traced  to  the  dis* 
inclination  in  the  districts  to  make  adequate  compensation  for  the 
required  talents.  This  is  demonstrated  by  the  fact,  that  those 
districts  which  adopt  a  liberal  course,  have  able  teachers  and 
good  schools.  The  business  of  education  should  be  committed 
to  the  best  talents  in  the  country;  and  it. is  in  vain  to  think  of 
procuring  the  choicest  fruits,  without  paying  the  market  price.''*' 
Mr.  Dix,  the  present  superintendent,  usef  similar  language.  He 
says,  **  So  long  as  the  wages  of  teachers  were  extremely  low, 
n)en  of  talents  would  not  devote  themselves  to  the  business  of 
teaching,  nor  could  they  affi>rd  to  fit  themselves  for  it  by  a  regu* 
lar  course  of  preparation.  The  i*ate  of  compensation  for  teaA^^hers 
is  gradually  advancing ;  in  some  parts  of  the  state,  good  wages 
are  paid,  and  many  individuals  are  preparing  tliemselves  for 
teaching  as  a  permanent  vocation.  As  they  find  employment, 
the  demand  for  them  will  increase ;  for  as  the  benefits  of  instroc- 
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tkm  by  a  weH  trained  teacher  become  apparent,  the  influence  of 
tlie  example  will  extend  to  neighboring  districts :  and  these  causes 
acting  reciprocally  upon  each  other,  cannot  fail  to  produce  im-/ 
portant  etkcta^*  It  is  hence  obvious  that  the  great  reason  why 
there  has  been  such  a  deficiency  in  the  number  of  qualified  teach- 
ers is  to  be  found  in  an  unwillingness  on  the  part  of  the  inhabi- 
tants to  pay  sQch  wages  as  to  secure  the  services  of  individuals 
of  the  required  talents  and  qualifications.  If  so,  it  is  confidently 
believed  to  be  within  the  power  of  the  state  to  obviate  the  difiUcui- 
ty.  {jet  teachers  be  paid  as  they  ought  to  be ;  let  them  receive 
such  compensation  as  will  remunerate  them  for  their  services, 
and  sufficient  numbers  will  be  found  to  fit  themselves  for  the  bu- 
smess  of  teaching.  And  to  secure  their  employment  when  fitted 
to  teach,  let  the  provisions  of  the  law  be  sucK,  that  no  township 
shall  be  entitled  to  any  portion  of  the  income  of  the  public  fund, 
which  does  not  employ  thoroughly  educated  teachers.  It  has 
been  suggested,  that  no  man  ought  ever  to  be  considered  as 
ooalified  to  teach  school  whose  time  is  not  worth  at  least  thirty 
dollars  per  month ;  and  that  no  female  ought  to  be  engaged  in 
this  work,  whose  services  are  not  worth  fifteen  dollars  per  month. 
This  suggestion  is  certainly  worthy  of  consideration ;  and  it  is 
also  worthy  of  consideration,  whether  it  will  not  be  expedient  to 
fix  (Ml  a  minimum  price,  below  which  no  teacher  shall  be  entitled 
to  receive  aid  from  the  avails  of  the  public  fund ;  and  to  provide 
prospectively  that  every  teacher  of  tne  public  schools  shall  have 
oeen  through  a  regular  course  of  training,  and  received  from  the 
academic  board  a  diploma,  setting  forth  his  qualifications  as  a 
teacher.  Could  the  people  be  aroused,  and  public  sentiment  set 
right  on  this  subject,  it  is  presumed  no  township  would  purchase 
the  cheap  commodity,  which  is  generally  worse  than  nothing, 
when  that  which  is  valuable  is  to  be  had.  By  adopting  and  pur- 
suing new  methods  of  instruction,  methods  obviously  based  upon 
the  first  and  simplest  principles  of  human  nature,  a  child  may 
acquire  as  much  knowledge  and  strength  of  mind  at  the  age  of 
thirteen  years,  as  is  now  ordinarily  gained  at  twenty.  Here, 
then,  would  be  a  clear  gain  of  seven  years  in  the  most  active  and 
ioleiestiiu;  period  of  human  life,  to  be  devoted  either  to  the  ser- 
vkse  of  the  parent,  or  to  further  improvement  and  culture.  But 
an  object  so  desirable  and  important  is  not  to  be  attained  by  the 
course  which  is  now  generally  pursued ;  for  the  plan  is  bad,  and 
the  execution  Worse.  Nor  can  it  be  amended,  until  education, 
which  is  the  training  of  the  entire  person,  the  exciting,  developing 
and  strengthening,  by  suitable  exercise,  every  faculty  and  organ 
of  the  system,  is  placed  under  the  direction  of  those  who  have  a 
competent  knowledge  of  human  nature.  **  Place  the  business  of 
education  where  it  ought  to  be,  among  th^  most  honorable  and 

*  Report  of  1836. 
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profilatile  empbymenti^  and  the  wcHrk  wUl  be  done*  TdiNitt  of 
the  highest  order*  united  to  the  requisite  knowled^  aad  all  other 
suitable  quaUfications,  will  then  be  engaged  in  it»  and  the  iama 
will  soon  appear  in  a  striking  improvement  of  the  educated  por- 
tion of  the  numan  race."*  The  almost  universal  employment  of 
incompetent  teachers  is  a  waste  of  money,  a  waste  of  time,  and  a 
waste  of  intellect ;  the  greatest  conceivable  outrage  under  the 
name  of  benevolence  and  duty,  that  can  be  perpetrated  upon  the 
rights  and  dearest  interests  of  the  rising  generation,  tending  dn 
rectly  to  moral  as  well  as  political  degradation  and  slavery. 
Whatever  system  may  be  adopted^  and  however  perfect  in  fonii» 
it  will  prove  itself  essentially  defective,  unless  it  provides  a  suffi* 
cient  number  of  teachers,  well  educated  and  bred  to  the  profee- 
sion,  men  qualified  and  competent,  men  who  can  elevate  and 
leave  their  mark  upon  their  pupils.  And  such  teachers  may  be 
had.  Nearly  all  Germany  is  supplied  with  such  teachers.  And 
efficient  measures  will  soon  furnish  us  with  a  fuU  supply,  unleaa 
indeed  intellect  degenerates  in  this  western  world.  Such  schooie 
for  the  education  ^  teachers  as  exist  in  Prussia  and  New  York, 
will  furnish  them.  After  a  long  visit  to,  and  examination  c£,  the 
grand  normal  school  at  Fottsdam,  M .  Cousin  says^  **  i  ought  te 
add  that  all  the  students  had  a  cheerful,  happy  air,  and  diat  their 
manners  were  very  good.  I  quitted  the  ^tablishmemt  highhr 
satisfied  with  the  students,  full  of  esteem  fer  the  director,  and  it 
respect  for  a  country  in  ^^ch  the  education  of  the  p  ofk  haa 
reached  such  a  pitch  of  prospeiity.  I  have  designedly  accumiK 
lated  official  papers,  from  the  conviction  that  it  is  impoeaible  to 
oollect  too  much  information  on  a  point  on  which  depends  the 
whole  of  primary  instruction.  In  fact,  from  the  moment  the  law 
has  compelled  each  commune  to  have  a  primary  school,  nothing 
reiQAains  out  to  famish  them  with  good  masters.  Now  the  noi^ 
roal  schools  of  Prussia  prove  that  it  is  possible,  in  a  veiy  few 
years,  to  bring  these  establishments  to  a  remarkable  degree  of 
perfection.  Most  of  them  are  posterior  to  the  law  of  1819,  some 
are  as  late  as  1825,  and  thus  three  or  four  years  have  suffiuoed  to 
place  them  on  solid  foundations,  and  to  enable  them  to  vender 
the  most  important  services.  To  e&ct  all  this,  little  is  wanted 
on  the  part  of  the  minister,  but  a  firm  hand  and  the  determiiMh 
tion  to  oe  obeyed ;  success  depends  on  a  very  small  number  of 
rules,  inflexibly  adhered  to.  1  have  already  remarked,  thi^  as 
every  commune  must  have  its  primary  school,  so  every  depart^ 
ment  must  have  its  primary  normal  school.  If  the  same  law 
which  shall  render  the  former  imperative  on  the  communes,  sbouU 
render  the  latter  equally  imperative  on  the  departments,  we 
should  have  made  a  great  advance."t    Substitutiiig  dutaku  fan 

*  Pr.CdHwall on Tampawmwnt, of  Tramyhuik  tJnhwthy. 
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commune,  and  county  fear  depaitmenty  ^tk  other  neoeiBavy  mo- 
(lificatiQiis,  and  the  system  here  propoeed  to  the  minister,  as  sui^ 
ed  to  the  condition  of  France,  may  be  adopted  by  us  with  equal 
advantage. 

In  other  respects  also,  there  is  need  of  improvement  in  the  ap- 
plication and  expenditure  of  nxmey.  Vast  sums  are  yearly 
squandered  to  no  purpose.  If  the  books  selected  consist  of  ex« 
tmcts  and  compilations,  wholly  unsuited  to  the  capacity  of  chil* 
dren;  if  the  house  is  cold  or  crowded,  inccmvenient  and  un- 
comfortable ;  and  especially  if  given  over  to  the  management  of 
an  incompetent  teacher,  the  school  becomes  a  scene  of  anarchy 
and  confusion,  and  all  is  waste ;  the  young  mind  becomes  disgust* 
ed  with  books  and  schools  and  teachers,  and  hates  learning  for  ever 
after.  There  is  need  also  of  improvement  in  the  selection  of 
school-house  sites ;  it  is  not  as  many  seem  to  imagine,  a  matter 
of  indiflkrence  where  the  school-house  is  located.  It  oitt;ht  to  be 
the  most  healthy  and  attractive  spot  within  the  circle  of  the  di»* 
tricty  just  regard  being  had  to  convenience.  The  building  shouU 
be  spacions  and  warm,  and  well  ventilated,  with  a  yard  suitably 
enclosed  for  playful  exercise.  The  entire  premises,  with  aU  these- 
unto  belonging,  the  construction  of  the  house  and  its  internal  ar* 
rangementS)  aoould  be  a  picture  of  order,  of  neatness  and  com* 
fort ;  and  present  to  the  youthful  mind  a  pleasing  and  lovely  a»- 
pact.  It  should  be  an  enchanting  spot,  sheltered  alike  from  the 
cold  blasts  of  winter,  and  the  summer's  scorching  sun ;  a  place  of 
love,  of  kindness  and  good  will ;  and  not  a  place  of  whips,  con- 
sternation, despotism  and  terror.  Let  all  be,  in  and  out  of  school, 
as  it  should  be,  and  the  young  mind  is  led  daily  to  contemplate 
the  usefulness  and  beauty  of  method,  which  cannot  fiul  to  p)ro- 
duoe  a  refined  taste,  with  habits  of  oitler«  But  these  topics  in  re- 
gard to  the  internal  condition  of  schools,  their  government  and  or- 
oer-'-the  branches  to  be  taught — the  books  to  be  used — ^the  im- 
provements which  may  be  introduced  in  the  methods  of  teaching 
— >what  defects  are  to  be  supplied — what  evils  to  be  remedied— 
the  comparative  advantages  and  disadvantages  of  different  sys* 
tents,  especially  of  the  monitorial — and  various  other  matters  per- 
taining to  schools,  will  naturally  and  necessarily  come  up  for  con- 
flid^mtion,  when  some  general  system  for  their  external  organiza- 
tion shall  be  perfedecL  The  foundations  must  be  laid,  and  the 
frame  work  cooipletod;  before  the  edifice  can  receive  its  finish  in 
the  internal  apextroents. 

In  the  distribution  of  the  income  arising  from  the  school  fund, 
it  will  be  h^hly  important  to  adopt  such  principles  as  will  have  a 
strong  tendency  to  stimulate  to  exertion,  and  secure  the  co-opera- 
tion of  the  greatest  numbers  in  promoting  the  cause  of  education. 
It  is  confidently  believed,  that  the  distribution  from  year  to  year 
nMqr  he  somade^  as  will  in&Ilibly  secure  the  interest  of  tiie  gveat 
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maw  of  the  people  in  the  welfiire  of  the  pubbc  schooh.  The  re^ 
oeptioQ  in  each  of  the  townships  yearly,  of  one  ddlar  or  more  per 
scholar,  cannot  fail  of  producing  important  results.  But  as  the 
success  of  the  system  will  materially  depend  on  an  efficient  or- 
ganization, it  is  worthy  to  be  considered  whether  any  township 
ought  to  be  entitled  to  its  proportion  of  the  income  of  the  fund, 
which  does  not  comply  with  the  provisions  of  the  law,  and  main- 
tain an  efficient  school  board.  Upon  the  wisdom,  fidelity  and  zeal 
of  this  board,  the  success  of  the  whole  system  will  in  a  great 
measure  depend.  They  will  be  called  to  decide  on  the  qualiJBca* 
tions  of  teachers ;  and  consequently  to  fix  the  standard  of  edu- 
cation in  their  respective  townships.  If  this  standard  is  low,  the 
schools  must  suffer  an  irretrievable  loss.  For  the  maxim  of  the 
Germans  is  strictly  true,  **  As  is  the  master,  so  is  the  school."  If 
his  capacity  is  small,  and  his  acquirements  small,  he  will  lull  to 
sleep  rather  than  wake  up  the  energies  of  the  youthful  roinJ. 
Should  he  prove  to  be  a  man  of  passion,  he  will  inspire  fear, 
rather  than  a  love  of  knowledge.  It  will  therefore  be  within  the 
power  of  the  board  of  inspectors  to  aid  greatly  in  raising  the 
standard  of  education.  And  as  this  board  must  be  supposed  jto 
represent- the  sentiment  and  feeling  of  the  communities  in  which 
they  respectively  reside,  it  will  be  essentially  important  to  im- 
press upon  the  townships  the  necessity  of  maintaining  an  efficient 
board  of  school  inspectors.  Let  their  powers  be  ample,  and  let 
them  be  adequately  sustained  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties,  and 
the  work  will  be  done.  And  then  the  fruit  will  be,  a  well  educa- 
ted and  vigorous  people-^a  people  trained  in  the  school  of  know- 
ledge and  virtue — a  people  understanding  their  rights  and  capa- 
ble of  sustaining  them. 

Whatever  form  of  external  organization  it  may  be  thought  best 
to  adopt,  it  will  be  remembered  that  the  system  cannot  be  exe- 
cuted without  agents.  And  as  already  intimated,  on  the  number, 
activity,  and  energy  of  these  agents,  will  the  success  of  the  syEk> 
tern  depend  Much  must  necessarily  be  committed  to  them,  and 
left  to  their  management  and  care.  It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that 
they  will  be  intrusted  with  executive  and  not  legislative  powers. 
These  agents  will  be  trustees  of  the  people,  deputed  to  fulfil  cer- 
tain important  trusts.  They  vrill  not  be  makers,  but  officers  of 
the  law ;  it  will  be  their  duty  to  do  its  bidding.  To  insure  suc- 
cess, we  must  have  simplicity  combined  with  activity  and  eneigy. 
Hence  the  number  of  the  agents  should  be  just  enough  to  secure 
these  desirable  ends.  If  there  are  too  many  to  do  the  work,  it 
will  not  be  done.  In  such  a  state  of  things,  there  will  some- 
times be  neglect,  and  sometimes  confusion,  rather  than  decision, 
efficiency  and  action.  It  is  therefore  submitted,  as  worthy  of  de- 
liberate  consideration,  whether  it  will  not  be  best  to  reduce,  from 
what  they  now  are,  at  least  one-half,  the  officers  of  the  district 
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and  township  organization.  Let  the  agents  be  few,  let  their  du- 
ties be  clearly  defined*  and  let  them,  as  in  the  Prussian  Systran,  be 
paid  for  their  services.  Whatever  may  be  thought  of  the  Prus- 
sian government,  so  strong  is  the  sense  of  justice  in  that  people^ 
that  they  have  no  idea  of  taking  the  time  and  labor  of  individuals, 
and  applying  them  to  the  public  benefit,  without  compensation. 
And  it  is  conceived  to  be  equally  against  the  spirit  and  letter  of 
our  constitution,  to  require  the  services  of  any  vnthout  paying 
them  for  what  they  da  The  time  of  every  man  is  his  property, 
and  cannot  either  justly  or  constitutionally  be  taken  and  mven  to 
the  public  without  remuneration.  Hence,  when  the  good  of  the 
pubhc  calls  any  of  its  members  to  the  discharge  of  important  du« 
ties^  let  them  be  paid  for  their  labor.  In  this  view  of  the  subject, 
it  will  not  be  advisable  to  employ  more  agents  in  the  school  svs- 
tem  than  will  be  sufficient  to  insure  its  success.  To  employ 
more  than  enough,  would  be  to  impose  an  unnecessary  bunien, 
whether  paid  or  unpaid.  In  conformity  to  these  principles,  the 
following  plan  for  the  organization  of  schools  is  respectfully  sub- 
mitted. 

1.  Primary  school  districts — their  rights^  powers  tmd  duties. 

Each  school  district  shall  be  endowed  with  the  powers  of  a 
body  corporate,  with  the  right  of  suing  and  being  sued.  Each 
district  shall  have  the  power,  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  each,  to 
select  a  site ;  and  when  necessary,  to  sell,  and  select  anew ;  to 
provide  materials  and  erect  a  school-house,  and  keep  the  same  in 
repair.  It  shall  be  lawful  for  the  inhabitants  of  each  school  dis- 
trict, to  provide  for  their  house  the  necessary  appendages,  such 
as  fuel,  a  broom,  water  pail,  wood  shed  and  out-house ;  and  to 
inclose  with  a  suitable  fence,  the  yard  belonging  to  the  school- 
house.  And  for  these  purposes,  each  district  shall  have  the 
power  to  raise  the  necessary  funds  by  levying  a  tax  upon  its  in- 
habitants, not  exceeding,  at  any  one  time,  8500.  It  shall  be  law- 
ful also  for  each  district  to  raise  by  tax  810  annually,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  founding  and  increasing  a  district  library ;  and  also  to 
levy  a  sufficient  tax  to  procure' a  suitable  library  case,  to  desig- 
nate where  the  library  shall  be  kept,  and  by  whom,  and  the  terms 
on  which  books  shall  be  let  out  and  returned*  Each  district  shall 
have  the  power,  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  each,  to  meet  annual- 
ly on  the  first  Monday  of  October,  to  transact  such  business  as 
shall  be  brought  before  it,  and  organize  for  the  ensuing  year  by 
choosing  the  oflScers  hereinafter  mentioned.  In  case  of  the  fiiilure 
of  a  district  to  meet  on  that  day,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  any  three 
legal  voters  of  said  district  to  call  a  meeting  by  giving  five  days* 
previous  notice.  And  in  case  of  the  formaiion  of  a  new  district, 
it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  officers  by  whom  it  was  formed,  to  send 
within  twenty  days  of  the  time  of  the  formation  of  said  ^~ 
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tiict,  a  written  notice  to  a  1^  voter  of  the  district,  denmtiiig 
the  boundary  of  the  same,  and  the  time  and  place  of  tbe  firat 
meeting.    And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  person  so  notified  to 

five  notice  to  every  legal  voter  of  the  district  of  said  meeting, 
hould  he  neglect  to  give  the  notice  as  required*  he  shall  foifett 
and  pay  to  the  district  the  sum  of  925.  Whenever  this  shaH 
happen,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  board,  forming  the  district,  to 
send  the  like  notice  to  another  legal  voter  of  said  district,  whose 
duty  and  liabilities  shall  be  as  above.  All  notices  of  district 
meetings,  except  the  first,  shall  be  posted  upon  the  school4ioi]Bi6 
door ;  but  when  any  district  is  destitute  of  a  house,  the  notios 
shall  be  posted  up  in  the  most  frequented  and  central  place.  It 
Aall  be  lawful  for  each  and  every  district,  at  the  annual  meetrng* 
to  determine  the  length  of  time,  not  under  three  months,  the 
school  shall  be  kept ;  and  how  much  money,  in  addition  to  its  ap* 
portionment,  shall  be  raised  for  the  support  of  its  school  the  ensu- 
u^  year — the  sum  so  voted  not  to  exceed  in  any  one  year  #60. 
And  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  district  to' pay  the  director  for  his 
extra  services. 

2.  Primary  school  district  officers,  and  their  duties. 

At  each  annual  meeting  of  the  respective  districts  a  moderator 
shall  be  chosen,  who  shall  hold  his  office  during  the  year,  or  till 
another  is  chosen.  It  shall  be  his  duty  to  preside  at  all  meetings 
of  the  district,  and  call  special  meetings  on  the  written  request  of 
five  legal  voters  of  said  district.  It  shall  be  his  duty  also,  tosisn 
all  warrants  for  the  payment  of  moneys  collected  within  the  dis> 
trict,  for  the  purposes  heretofore  specified,  and  countersign  the 
warrants  drawn  oy  the  school  director  upon  the  acting  township 
treasurer  for  the  moneys  apportioned  to  me  district  by  the  town* 
ship  board  of  school  inspectors. 

At  the  annual  meeting  also  a  school  director  shall  be  chosen  in 
each  district,  who  shall  hold  his  office  for  the  same  term  of  time 
as  the  moderator.  It  shall  be  his  duty  to  register  all  the  doii^ 
of  the  district,  all  its  votes  and  resolves,  to  employ  teachers,  see 
them  examined,  and  paid  by  drawing  upon  the  township  treasurer 
for  the  money  apportioned  to  the  district  And  whenever  there 
shall  not  be  sufficient  to  pay  the  teacher  employed,  the  director 
shall  call  a  meeting  of  the  district  board  for  the  purpose  of  levy- 
ing the  balance  upon  the  taxable  inhabitants  of  the  district,  not 
exceeding  the  sum  voted  by  the  district  at  its  annual  meeting. 
It  shall  be  his  duty  to  collect  all  moneys  levied  upon  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  district,  and  pay  them  over  on  the  warrant  of  the 
moderator.  Within  ten  days  of  the  time  of  his  election,  the  school 
director  shall  take  the  census  of  his  district,  by  registering  the 
names  of  all  belonging  to  it,  between  the  age  of  five  and  seven- 
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taeo  years.  A  copy  of  this  registration  it  shall  be  his  duty  to 
furnish  to  the  teacners  employed  within  the  district,  for  the  pur* 
pose  of  noting  the  time  each  one  may  attend ;  and  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  each  and  every  teaclier  to  keep  an  exact  account  of  the 
time  of  attendance  of  each  scholar.  It  shall  be  his  duty  also  to 
provide  the  necessary  appendages  for  the  school-house,  and  see 
to  it  that  it  is  kept  in  good  condition  and  repair.  And  at  the  end 
of  the.  year,  report  to  the  township  board  of  inspectors  the  num* 
ber  of  scholars,  the  time  the  school  has  been  kept,  the  amount  of 
money  received  from  the  acting  township  treasurer,  the  amount 
raised  within  the  district  by  tax,  and  for  what  purposes ;  and  also 
the  branches  taught  at  the  school.  Said  report  to  be  forwarded 
to  the  office  of  the  township  clerk,  on  or  before  the  day  of  the 
annual  meeting. 

Also,  at  each  annual  meeting  of  the  district,  one  assessor  shall 
be  chosen  for  the  same  term  of  time  as  the  moderator  and  director. 
It  shall  be  his  duty,  together  with  the  moderator  and  director,  to 
levy  and  assess  upon  tne  inhabitants  all  taxes  voted  by  the.  district 
They,  the  moderator,  director  and  assessor,  shall  constitute  a  board 
for  this  purpose,  and  also  for  the  purpose,  under  the  direction  of 
the  distnct,  of  selecting  a  site,  estimating  the  expense  of  building, 
and  building  when  so  mrected.  All  suits  brought  by  or  against 
the  district,  shall  be  brought  in  the  name  of  me  Moderator,  Di- 
rector and  Assessor  of  school  district  number  ,  of  the  town- 
ship of  ,  in  the  county  of  and  State 
of  michigan. 

At  each  annual  meeting  of  the  respective  districts,  a  vice- 
moderator,  director  and  assessor  shall  be  chosen  for  the  purpose 
of  discharging  the  duties  of  those  officers  in  case  of  the  aeatn  or 
removal  of  any  one  of  them.  They  shall  not  act  in  any  case, 
except  on  the  death,  or  removal  from  the  district,  of  any  one  or 
all  of  those  officers,  for  whom  they  stand  respectively  as  substi- 
tutes. In  that  case,  and  in  that  alone,  the  alternates  shall  dis- 
charge the  duties  of  their  respective  principals. 

3.  Taumship  officers — board  of  School  Inspectors. 

There  shall  be  chosen  at  the  township  election,  three  school  in* 
specters,  who  shall  hold  their  office  until  a  new  election.  They 
snail  be  chosen  in  the  same  manner,  and  qualify  as  other  town- 
ship officers ;  and  be  known  as  the  township  board  of  school  in* 
specters.  Within  ten  days  of  their  election,  they  shall  meet  at 
the  office  of  the  township  clerk,  and  appoint  one  of  their  number 
chairman,  and  one  secretary ;  the  chairman  shall  preside  at  all 
meetings  of  the  board,  and  the  secretary  keep  a  minute  of  all  their 
proceedings  and  acts,  which  minutt  he  shall  sign  and  hand  over 
to  the  township  clerk,  to  be  recorded  by  him.    And  the  doings 
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of  all  subsequent  meetings  shall  be  transacted  in  the  same 
and  recorded  by  the  township  clerk.  The  board  of  inspet^icnrs 
shall  have  power,  and  it  shall  be  their  duty  to  form  new  districts^ 
to  regulate  the  boundaries  of  those  already  formed,  when  in  dieir 
judgment  the  public  good  shall  require  a  change,  to  inspect  teach* 
ers,  and  each  of  the  schools  at  least  twice  in  the  year,  once  at  the 
close  of  the  summer,  and  once  at  the  close  oi  the  winter  term. 
It  shall  be  their  duty  to  apportion  the  money  derived  to  their  re»- 
pective  townships  from  the  income  of  the  school  fund,  as  well  as 
that  which  was  raised  by  their  several  townships,  among  the  dif- 
ferent districts  entitled  to  a  portion  of  the  same,  and  to  notify  the 
acting  township  treasurer  <x  the  amount  to  be  paid  to  each  dis- 
trict ;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  said  treasurer  to  pay  the  sane  on 
a  warrant  of  the  director,  countersigned  by  the  moderator.  On  or 
before  the  first  Monday  of  November,  in  each  year,  they  shall 
make  out  from  the  district  reports,  a  consolidated  report,  and  for- 
ward the  same  to  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction*  And 
for  their  services  they  shall  present  their  account  to  the  township 
board,  to  be  passed  upon  and  paid  as  other  accounts.  In  case  of 
the  death  or  removal  from  the  township  of  any  one  <i  the  inspecW 
ors,  the  township  board  shall  fill  the  vacancy. 

4.  Toumsfdps,  and  their  duties. 

To  entide  any  township  to  its  apportionment  of  the  income 
arising  from  the  school  fund,  said  township  shall,  at  its  annual 
meeting,  raise  by  vote  a  sum  equal  to  the  amount  to  be  received ; 
said  amount  to  Be  levied  and  assessed,  and  collected  in  the  same 
manner  as  other  township  taxes.  Also  to  entitie  any  townslup  to 
receive  the  apportionment,  it  must  choose  annually  its  board  of 
school  inspectors,  and  see  to  it  that  the  duties  enjoined  on  them 
by  the  law  are  fulfilled.    Every  township,  complying  with  these 

Erovisioiis,  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  of  the  income  of  the  pub- 
c  fund,  in  proportion  to  its  number  between  the  age  of  five  and 
seventeen  years.  In  case  of  the  division  of  a  township,  the 
money  that  would  have  gone  to  it,  as  a  whole,  shall  be  divided 
between  the  two  until  a  new  census.  And  in  case  of  the  forma- 
tion of  an  entire  new  township,  it  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  ac- 
cording to  the  best  estimate  that  can  be  obtained  of  its  number  of 
inhabitants  between  the  ages  above  named,  which  never  can  ex- 
ceed more  than  one  apportionment  in  any  case. 

Ubrctries, 

The  constitotion  authorizes  the  legislature  to  provide  for  the 
establishment  of  libraries,  as  soon  as  the  circumstances  of  tbs 
state  will  permit ;  one  at  least  in  each  township.  To^mshtp 
libraries  iivould  undoubtedly  prove  beneficial  to  the  public  inter- 
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esU,  but  their  benefita  muat  necessarily  be  confined  more  gm^ 
rally  to  the  immediate  neighborhood  ot  their  location.  The  cen- 
tral district  would  have  the  advantage  of  all  the  other  districts, 
though  equally  entitled  to  share  m  me  privileges  of  the  library. 
And  as  the  constitution  leaves  it  discretionary  with  the  legislature 
to  establish  one  or  more  in  each  township,  it  is  respectfully  sub- 
mitted whether  the  public  interests  would  not  be  greatly  promo- 
ted bv  tfie  establishment  of  one  in  each  primary  school  district 
Should  the  proposition,  which  has  sometimes  been  made,  of  ex- 
empting certain  individuals  and  classes  of  men  from  military  duty, 
on  the  payment  of  an  equivalent  in  money,  be  carried  into  effect, 
it  would  undoubtedly  add  considerably  to  the  means  for  the  sup- 
port of  such  libraries,  sufficient,  it  is  thought,  to  place  them  on  a 
respectable  and  permanent  foundation.  The  district  system  has 
recently  been  adopted  in  the  state  of  New  York.  Tne  subject 
was  introduced  to  the  attention  of  the  legislature  by  the  superin- 
tendent in  his  report  for  the  year  1834,  with  the  following  among 
other  remarks.  ''If  the  inhabitants  of  school  districts  were  au- 
thorized to  lay  a  tax  upon  their  property  for  the  purpose  of  pur- 
chasing libraries  for  the  use  of  the  district,  such  a  power  might, 
with  proper  restrictionsj  become  a  most  efficient  instrument  in 
diffusing  useful  knowledge,  and  in  elevating  the  intellectual  cha- 
racter of  the  people.  A  vast  amount  of  useful  information  might 
in  this  manner  be  collected  where  it  would  be  easily  accessible, 
and  its  influence  could  hardly  fail  to  be  in  the  highest  degree 
salutary,  by  furnishing  the  means  of  improvement  to  those  who 
have  finished  their  common  school  education,  as  well  as  to  those 
who  have  not.**  In  respect  to  the  object  of  the  law,  the  superin- 
tendent in  his  report  for  1836,  says,  ''  Its  main  design  was  to 
throw  into  school  districts  and  place  within  the  reach  of  all  their 
inhabitants,  a  collection  of  good  works  on  subjects  calculated  to 
enlarge  their  understandings  and  store  their  minds  with,  useful 
kno\dedge.  It  was  believed  that  such  a  measure  would  come 
strongly  in  aid  of  other  provisions,  adopted  with  a  view  to  the 
intellectual  improvement  of  the  great  oody  of  the  people,  and  to 
point  them  to  tne  true  sources  oitheir  respectability  and  power. 
Works  of  a  juvenile  character  would  not,  therefore,  as  a  general 
rule,  be  suited  to  the  purposes  of  the  law."  No  means,  next  to 
the  establishment  of  schools,  can  be  more  admirably  adapted  to 
the  intellectual  and  moral  culture,  the  improvement  and  progress 
of  the  people  in  knowledge,  than  the  founding  of  well  selected 
libraries.  Its  books  would  fill  up  many  vacant  hours,  especially 
of  the  rising  generation,  that  would  be  spent  in  no  useful  or  hono- 
rable employment  "  The  clear  proceeds  of  all  fines,  the  equiva- 
lent for  exemption  from  military  duty,**  and  the  proposed  9X0 
district  tax,  should  the  two  latter  measures  be  adopted,  WQuld 
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constitute  a  {unci,  which,  if  judiciously  expended  frcsn  year  to 
yeai,  would  produce  the  choicest  fruit 

School'hoitaes, 

In  the  Prussian  system,  the  law  required  plans  of  school-houses, 
and  commanded  that  none  should  be  built  except  according  to 
such  plans.  Says  M.  Cousin,  "  The  ministry  has  shown  the  most 
praiseworthy  perseverance  on  this  point,  and  I  have  now  under 
my  eye  a  general  order  addressed  to  all  the  regencies,  containing 
a  detailed  description  of  the  best  and  most  economical  manner  of 
building  school-nouses — for  the  construction  of  school-houses 
must  not  be  left  to  inexperience,  or  to  an  injudicious  economy.** 

In  the  construction  of  a  school-house,  the  windows  should 
be  high,  so  as  to  prevent  out-door  occurrences  from, attracting 
attention,  also  for  the  purpose  of  ventilating  the  room  with- 
out throwing  a  current  of  air  upon  the  head  and  neck  of  the 
pupils. 

A  school-room  should  be  equally  warmed  throughout  every 
part  of  it.  To  secure  this  object  a  thermometer  ought  to  be 
kept  in  every  such  room,  and  the  heat  regulated  to  about  sixty 
degrees. 

The  school-room  should  be  so  large  as  to  contain  a  sufficient 
quantity  of  fresh  and  pure  air.  For  me  want  of  space  to  contain 
enough  of  this  vital  element,  many  a  child  has  been  sacrificed 
The  want  of  space  and  air  is  a  waste  of  health  and  of  life. 

The  dimensions  of  the  building  should  be  such  as  to  allow 
twenty-one  feet  to  each  scholar.  It  is  believed  that  this  allow- 
ance is  not  too  liberal,  the  passages  and  platform  of  the  teacher 
being  included. 

The  floor  of  the  school-room  should  be  level,  and  not  on  an  in- 
clined plane.  Much  is  lost  in  symmetry,  convenience  and  com- 
fort by  inclined  floors,  without  any  thing  gained  to  compensate 
the  loss. 

The  desks  for  scholars  should  be  level ;  and  the  seats  for  eadi 
scholar  separate,  and  confined  to  the  floor.  They  should  be  ac- 
customed to  such  desks  as  they  wiU  generally  use  in  after  life. 
Those  in  front  should  be  lower  for  smalfer  children  than  the  rows 
in  the  rear. 

The  backs  to  the  seats  should  be  so  constructed  as  to  conform 
to  the  natural  curve  of  the  back  of  the  child.  If  so  made,  when 
he  leans  back  for  rest^-  the  whole  frame  will  be  ecjually  support- 
ed. This,  on  examination,  will  be  found  to  be  an  important  pna- 
ciple. 

The  following  ground  plan  of  a  school-house  contains  eighty 
separate  seats  and  desks.  It  is  selected,  with  some  variation  in 
the  arrangement,  from  the  plans  presented  to  the  Anoerican  In- 
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stitute  of  Instruction.  The  whole  edifice,  without  the  portico*  is 
58  feet  long,  and  35  feet  wide.  The  plan  may  be  enlarged  or  di- 
minished according  to  this  rule.  For  ten  scholars  add  four  feet  to 
the  length,  for  sixteen  scholars  add  four  feet  to  the  width ;  for 
twenty-eight  scholars,  add  four  feet  to  both  length  and  width. 
For  a  less  number  of  scholars,  the  length  or  breadth,  or  both,  may 
be  diminished  at  the  same  rate.  The  school-room  here  presented 
is  47  by  35  feet,  within  the  walls. 
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W  W  W,  &c.  Windows. 

X,  Cabinet  for  apparatus  and  specimens. 

Y,  Book-case. 

A  B  A)  Platform  for  the  teacher,  6  feet  wide  and  9  inches  high. 

B,  To  be  removed  for  stove  in  winter. 

D  D,  Passages  6  feet  wide. 

H  J,  Teacher's  and  Asssistant's  desks. 

F  F,  Passa£|es  3  feet  wide. 

S,  Floor,  9  feet  wide. 

b,  Desks  for  scholars,  18  inches  wide  and  2  feet  long. 

c,  Seats  for  scholars. 

a,  Passages  between  the  seats  and  next  row  of  desks,  15  inches 
wide ;  a  desk,  seat  and  passage  occupy  4  feet ;  desk  18 
inches,  passage  between  it  and  seat  2  inches ;  seat  13  inch- 
es, and  passage  15  inches. 

d  d,  Doors. 

c,  Closet 

f,  Sink  to  be  concealed  by  falling  lid. 

g.  Fire  place. 

B  E,  Boys  entry  10  by  12  feet. 
G  E,  Girls  entry  12  by  10  feet. 
W  R,  Wood  room. 
P,  Doric  portico  in  front 

Acadennu-'^as  branches  nf  the  Unioertity* 

Any  county  containing  thousand  inhabitants  shall  be 

entitled  to  an  academy  of  the  highest  grade,  as  a  branch  of  the  uni- 
versity, bv  complying  with  the  following  provisions :  The  boand 
of  supervisors  shall  procure  an  eligible  site,  and  cause  suitable 
buildings  to  be  erected,  such  as  shall  be  deemed  sufficient,  and  ap« 
proved  by  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction.  And  toe 
board  of  supervisors  shall  have  the  power,  and  it  shall  be  their 
duty,  to  appoint  six  wise  and  discreet  persons,  who^  together  with 
one  to  be  named  by  the  Superintendent  shall  constitute  a  board  of 
trustees.  The  one  nominated  by  the  Superintendent  shall  hold 
his  office  for  two  years ;  of  those  appointed  by  the  supervisors, 
two  shall  continue  in  office  three  years,  two  of  them  two  years* 
and  the  remaining  two  one  year,  to  be  determined  by  drawii^ ; 
and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  board  of  supervisors  ever  after  to 
appoint  two  annually.  Of  this  academic  f>oard  of  trustees,  the 
viQ^  of  probate  and  the  two  associate  judges  of  the  county,  shidl 
be  ex-officio  members;  and  the  county  clerk  shall  be  ex-officio 
clerk  of  the  board,  and  shall  carefully  register  all  its  proceedings. 
The  board  of  trustees  shall  have  the  care  of  the  bstitution,  super- 
intend its  general  concerns,  appoint  a  siutable  number  of  prafc»- 
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sors  and  teachers,  and  make  report  aoQually  to  the  board  of  visit- 
era  of  the  number  of  teachera,  the  number  of  students  in  each  de- 
partment, and  the  branches  taught  The  board  of  visiters  shall 
consist  of  three  persons,  to  be  appointed  annually  ;  one  by  the  su- 
pervisors and  two  by  the  Superintendent  They  shall  visit  the 
academy  at  its  annual  examination,  inquire  into  its  condition,  exa- 
mine the  proceedings  of  the  board  of  trustees,  make  a  report,  and 
forward  it,  together  with  that  of  the  board  of  trustees,  to  the  Su- 
perintendent of  Public  Instruction.  For  the  support  of  the  institu- 
tion, the  board  of  supervisora  shall  cause  to  oe  raised  by  the 
county,  a  sum  equal  to  that  which  is  apportioned  to  it  from  the  in- 
come of  the  university  fund.  In  eacn  academy  there  shall  be 
three  departments,  one  for  the  education  of  teachers  for  primary 
schools,  one  for  the  higher  branches  of  English  education,  and  one 
for  classical  learning.  The  course  of  instruction  in  the  teachera' 
department  shall  be  three  years,  and  its  object  is  sufficiently  indi- 
cated by  its  title.  And  it  shall  be  open  to  all  without  charge, 
who  wish  to  fit  themselves  for  the  business  of  teaching,  on  condi- 
tion of  a  pledge  being  given,  that  in  case  the  individuals  concern- 
ed should  fail  of  engaging  in  the  profession  of  teaching  for  at  least 
three  yeare  within  four  yeara  after  leaving  the  institution,  they 
should  pay  the  regular  tuition  of  the  Englisn  department  for  tfale 
whole  time,  unless  prevented  by  some  special  disability  from  en- 
gaging in  it  The  object  of  the, English  department  is  also  clear- 
ly inqicated  by  its  title.  Its  design  is  to  furnish  a  large  class 
of  persons  with  an  opportunity  of  pursuing  some  branches  of  edu- 
cation further  than  can  be  conveniently  done  in  the  primary 
8chools,and  whose  object  is  nota  regular  course  of  classical  studies. 
The  department  for  classical  literature  is  designed  for  those  who 
wish  to  fit  themselves  to  enter  the  university,  and  go  throu^ 
with  its  regular  course  of  instruction.  Tuition  for  me  English 
department  ought  not  to  be  over  810  per  year,  and  for  the  clas- 
sical department  it  should  not  exceed  $12  per  year.  Should 
there  be  more  than  enough  to  sustain  the  institution  from  the 
three  sources  already  indicated,  from  tuition,  from  the  county, 
and  from  the  univeraity  fund,  it  should  be  applied  to  the  increase 
of  the  library.  When  any  county  shall  have  complied  with  the 
foregoing  provisions,  $500  shall  be  appropriated  to  its  academy 
for  me  purchase  of  apparatus  and  books,  from  the  income  of  the 
university  fund.  Of  tnis  sum,  $200  may  be  applied  to  the  pur- 
chase of  books  as  the  foundation  of  a  library.  The  balance  will 
furnish  the  following  philosophical  apparatus.  The  list  of  arti- 
cles, with  a  slight  variation,  is  taken  from  the  last  report  of  Mr. 
IKx,  superintendent  of  the  New  York  common  schools. 

An  Orrery. 

A  Numeral  Frame  and  Geometrical  Solids. 


DOCUMENTS-  558 

A  pair  of  Globes. 

A  moveable  Planisphero. 

A  Tide  Dial. 

An  Opitioal  apparatus. 

The  Mechanical  Powers. 

A  Hydrostatic  apparatus^ 

A  Pneumatic  apparatus. 

A  Chemical  apparatus* 

One  hiuidred  specimens  of  Mineralogy. 

An  EUectrical  machine. 

Instruments  to  teach  Surveying. 

A  map  of  the  United  States. 

A  map  of  the  State  of  Michigan. 

An  Atlas. 

A  Telescope. 

A  Quadrant 

A  Microscope. 
The  contemplated  apparatus  is  prepared  bv  Brown  and  Pieice, 
of  Boston,  and  may  be  purchased  in  New  York  for  about  1(900. 
And  no  academy  ought  to  think  of  doing  without  one  of  the  kind. 
In  the  teachers'  department,  the  following  branches  ought  to  be 
thoroughly  studied : 
The  English  Language. 
Writing  and  Drawing. 

Arithmetic,  mental  and  written,  and  Book-keeping. 
Geography  and  General  History  combined,  and  History  of  the 
United  States. 
Geometry,  TrigcMiometry,  Mensuration  and  Surveying. 
Natural  rhilosophy  and  Elements  of  Astronomy. 
Geology  and  Chemistry. 

Constitution  of  the  United  States  and  of  the  State  of  Michigan. 
Select  portions  of  the  laws  and  the  duties  of  Public  Officers. 
Principles  of  Teaching. 
Rhetoric. 
Algebra. 

The  nature  of  Man  as  a  physical,  intellectual  and  moral  being, 
and  his  relative  duties. 

The  Vniversily. 

In  the  organization  of  the  university,  it  will  be  proper  and  ne- 
cessary to  create  a  board  of  Regents  to  superintend  and  manage 
its  general  concerns.  The  powers  to  be  vested  in  this  board, 
and  its  duties  may  and  ought  to  be  prescribed  by  law.  The 
board  of  Regents  shall  consist  of  a  Governor,  Lieutenant  Gover- 
nor, the  Chief  Justice  and  Associate  Justices  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  Chancellor  of  the  state,  and  the  Chancellor  of  the  Univcr- 
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sity,  who  shall  be  ex-officio  members,  and  twelve  otheiv  to  be 
appointed  by  the  legislature.  Of  these  twelve,  three  ahaU  con- 
tinue in  office  four  years ;  three,  three  years ;  three,  two  yearsi  and 
the  remaining  three,  one  year,  to  oe  determined  by  drawii^* 
This  arrangement  will  make  it  the  duty  of  the  I^mlatuie,  aft^r 
the  first  organization,  to  appoint  three  annually*  Of  this  board, 
the  Secretary  of  State  shall  be  ex-offido  secretary*    The  Re- 

Snts  shall  have  the  power,  and  it  shall  be  tbeir  duty,  to  enact 
ivs  for  the  government  of  the  university,  to  confer  dnrees,  to 
appoint  a  chancellor,  and  the  prescribed  number  of  pro^sers  in 
the  several  departments,  and  the  requisite  number  oi  tutors,  also 
to  determine  tiieir  respective  salaries ;  to  appcnnt  a  sieward  and 
fix  the  amount  of  his  salary.  The  university  shall  conaistof  three 
departments : 

1.  The  department  of  literature,  science  and  the  arts. 

2.  The  department  of  law. 

3.  The  department  of  medicine. 

In  the  department  of  literature,  science  and  the  arts,  there 
should  ultimately  be  established  the  following  profeseorsbips ; 
One  of  Ancient  Languages. 

*'       Modern  Languages. 

"       Rhetoric  and  Oratory. 

^       Philosophy  of  History  and  Logic* 

^       Philosophy  of  the  Human  Mind* 

**       Moral  Philosophy. 

"       Theolofly, 

"       Politics?  Economy. 

**       Mathematics. 

*'       Natural  Philosophy. 

**       Chemistry. 

**      Geology  and  Mineralogy* 

**       Botany  and  Zoology. 

"       Fine  Arts. 

^       Civil  En^neering  and  Drawing. 
The  department  oflaw  should  consist  of  the  fbllowii^  profes' 
sorshipsi: 

One  of  International  Law. 

''       Common  Law  and  Equity. 

**       Constitutional  and  Statute  Law* 

'*       Commercial  and  Maritime  Law* 

**       Jurisprudence. 
In  the  department  of  medicine  there  should  be  the  fdilowiqg 
professorships : 

One  of  Anatomy. 

**       Surgery. 

"       Pathology. 

**       Practice  of  Physic. 
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One  of  Obstetrics. 
**  Materia  Medica. 
The  immediate  government  of  the  several  departments  must 
necessarily  be  intrusted  to  their  respective  faculties.  The  Re- 
gents shall  have  the  power  to  regulate  the  course  of  instruction, 
and  prescribe,  under  the  advisement  of  the  professorships,  the 
books  and  authorities  to  be  used  in  the  several  departments.  And 
it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  board  of  Regents  to  report  annually  to 
the  board  of  visiters,  the  condition  of  the  university,  thp  amount  of 
its  expedditures,  the  number  of  its  professors  and  tutors,  the  num- 
ber or  students  in  the  several  departments  and  in  the  different 
classes,  and  the  text-books  used,  to  be  accompanied  with  an  esti- 
mate of  expenses  for  the  coming  year.  The  board  of  visiters,  to 
consist  of  five,  shall  be  appointed  annually  by  the  Superintendent 
of  Public  Instruction.  But  the  question  will  arise,  and  it  is  an  im- 
portant one  and  must  be  mot,  Can  an  institution  on  a  scale  thus 
magnificent,  be  sustained  T  It  is  confidcntiy  believed  that  the 
day  is  not  distant,  when  the  wants  of  the  state  will  require  such 
an  institution,  and  when  its  resources  will  be  amply  sufficient  to 
sustain  it  With  a  population  already  exceeding  200,000  souls, 
and  floods  of  immigration  of  intelligent,  enterprizing  and  educated 
men,  pouring  in  upon  us,  it  cannot  be  otherwise.  To  suppose 
that  the  wants  of  the  state  will  not  soon  require  a  superstructure 
of  fair  proportioas  on  a  foundation  thus  broad,  would  be  a  severe 
reflection  upon  the  foresight  and  patriotism  of  the  age.  And  to 
suppose  that  such  an  institution  cannot  bo  sustained,  would  seem 
to  be  a  contradiction  of  the  known  laws  by  which  human  aflairs 
are  governed.  Let  the  state  move  forward  as  prosperously,  for 
a  few  years  to  come,  as  it  has  for  a  few  years  past,  and  one-half 
of  the  revenue,  arising  from  the  university  fund,  vrill  sustain  an 
institution  on  a  scale  mure  magnificent  than  the  one  proposed, 
and  sustain  it  too,  with  only  a  mere  nominal  admittance  fee ;  a 
consummation  most  devoutiy  to  be  desired.  And  this  fee,  say 
$10  from  each  student,  may  be  applied  to  the  increase  of  the 
library.  The  institution  would  then  present  an  anomaly  in  the 
history  of  learning,  an  university  of  the  first  order,  open  to  all, 
tuition  free.  It  is  not  to  be  expected,  nor  will  it  be  necessary, 
that  all  the  professorships  should  be  filled  at  the  commencement 
of  its  career.  One-half  the  number  judiciously  appointed  and 
arranged  could  ad  interim  discharge  the  duties  of  the  whole ; 
they  could  do  so  without  difficulty,  until  the  wants  of  the  institu- 
tion and  the  state  of  its  funds  should  warrant  the  completion  of 
the  plan.  But  in  laying  the  foundations  of  a  superstructure  to 
be  raised  in  just  and  equal  proportions,  and  to  be  continued,  as  we 
trust,  through  all  succeeding  ages,  liberal  and  ample  provisions 
should  be  made  for  the  anticipated  wants  of  a  high-minded  ancf 
growing  people.    Present  appearances  warrant  the  belief  that 
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the  income  of  tlie  university  fund  cannot  fall  short  of  #50,000  per 
annum.  One-half  of  this  sum  will  be  amply  sufficient  to  give 
life  and  vi^or  to  the  several  academies,  as  branches  of  the  uni- 
versity, and  the  remaining  half  will  be  fully  adequate  to  sustain 
the  parent  institution  on  a  scale  as  grand  and  magnificent  as  that 
proposed. 

But  there  is  another  question  to  be  considered,  and  <ya&  which 
requires  a  more  detailed  examination  than  can  now  be  given  to 
it.  It  is  the  propriety  of  engrafting  upon  an  institution  destined 
for  public  education  in  tlie  higher  branches  of  literature,  science 
and  the  arts,  the  departments  of  law  and  medicine.  Lord  Bacon, 
one  of  the  great  master  spirits  of  the  human  race,  states  the  true 
doctrine  on  this  subject,  and  gives  a  conclusive  reason  for  it  He 
says — ^^to  disincorporate  any  particular  science  from  geoeraL 
knowledge,  is  one  great  impediment  to  its  advancement  For 
there  is  a  supply  of  light  and  information,  which  the  particulars 
and  instances  of  one  science  do  yield  and  present  for  the  framing 
and  correcting  the  axioms  of  another  science,  in  their  very  trutn 
and  noticHi.  For  each  particular  science  has  a  dependance  upon 
universal  knowledge,  to  be  augmented  and  rectified  by  the  supe- 
rior light  thereof."*  In  an  address  delivered  on  occasion  of  the 
dedication  of  Dane  Law  College,  as  a  department  of  Harvard 
University,  President  Quincy  made  the  following  lucid  remarks : 
**  In  no  way,  perhaps,  can  the  truth  of  this  doctrine  be  better 
illustrated,  than  by  the  history  of  the  progress  of  the  Englisli  law, 
from  its  ancient,  barbarous,  and  perplexed,  to  its  present  cultivated 
and  lucid  state.  So  long  as  it  was  disincorporated  from  general 
knowledge,  and  pursued  exclusively  under  the  guidance  of  pro- 
fessional men,  in  the  Inns  of  Courts,  or  in  offices  of  practitioners, 
its  outline  was  obscure,  its  aspect  forbidding  and  mysterious ; 
none  dared  to  pretend  to  master  it,  except  the  regularly  initiated  ; 
and  to  some  of  these,  its  reason  was  a  closed  book,  which  they 
had  not  the  stren^h  or  patience  to  open.  No  sooner,  however, 
was  the  common  law  introduced  among  the  branches  of  univer- 
sity education,  than  it  became  liberalized  and  refined.  Its  parti- 
cular light  was  augmented  and  rectified  by  the  superior  light  of 
universal  knowledge.  Its  foreign  jargon  was  abandoned.  Its 
technicalities  were  diminished  ....  by  the  labors  of  Blackstone 
the  rough  scene  was  changed.  After  the  publication  of  his  work, 
men  of  general  science  began  to  think  and  to  speak  of  the  Eng- 
lish law,  as  of  a  subject  which  could  be  understood  without  the 
exclusive  devotion  of  a  whole  life  to  it  Professional  men  also, 
their  progress  thus  facilitated,  found  more  leisure  themselves  to 
pursue  general  science.  From  the  hour  when  the  great  magi- 
cian, Blackstone,  standing  in  the  halls  of  Oxford,  stretched  his 
scientific  wand  over  the  'illimitable  ocean,  without  bound,'  where 

*  Interpretation  of  Naturo,  chapter  viii. 
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to  the  uninstructed  eye,  'cdd,  hot,  moist,  dry,  in  their  pregnant 
causes  mixed,  seemed  to  strive  for  the  mastery,'  confusion  disap- 
peared. In  its  stead  was  seen  a  well  proportioned,  well  cemented 
labricy  pleasing  to  the  sight,  satisfactory  to  the  taste,  approved  by 
the  judgment,  its  architectural  principles  just,  its  parts  orderly  and 
harmonious,  in  which  justice  was  found  consorting  with  reason, 
and  controversy  guided  by  the  spirit  of  truth,  and  not  by  the 
spirit  of  victory.  Thus,  under  the  joint  influences  of  a  thorough 
legal  education  and  of  general  science,  it  may  confidently  be  an- 
ticipated, that  the  destinies  of  the  profession  of  the  law  will  daily 
become  more  and  more  elevated  and  refined/'*  What  the  learned 
president  here  affirms  in  regard  to  the  science  of  law,  and  its 
corresponding  art  and  profession,  is  equally  true,  with  some  slight 
modifications,  of  the  science  of  medicine,  and  its  corresponding 
art  and  profession.  The  science  has  been  enlarged  and  rectified^ 
and  the  profession  elevated  and  rendered  more  permanently  bene- 
ficial to  the  human  family,  by  its  connection  with  general  know- 
ledge. It  is  not  easy  to  imagine  a  more  appropriate  place  for  the 
investigation  of  the  sciences  of  law  and  of  medicine,  and  the  study 
of  the  prc^ssions  thereunto  belonging,  than  at  the  fountain  head 
of  light  and  iptelligence.  The  advantages  resulting  to  each  pro- 
fession, from  this  connection  with  general  literature  and  science, 
must  be  strikingly  obvious.  So  much  so  indeed,  as  to  excite 
wonder,  on  the  slightest  reflection,  that  a  disconnection  should 
ever  have  been  tolerated. 

But  whatever  may  be  the  advantages  of  such  a  connection,  it 
is  not  to  be  expected  that  the  study  of  theology,  as  a  profession, 
can  ever  be  made  a  separate  department  of  the  university.  There 
is  no  connection,  and  it  is  devoutly  to  be  hoped  there  never  will  be, 
between  church  and  state  under  our  government.  We  have 
therefore  no  establishment,  and  consequently  no  ministry  to  pro- 
vide for  it.  The  difierent  denominations,  being  left  free  in  the  ex- 
ercise of  their  religion,  are  at  liberty  to  adopt  such  measures  for 
the  training  of  the  ministry  of  their  respective  churches  as  they 
may  deem  most  advisable.  The  control  and  management  of  this 
business  of  right  belongs  to  them  ;  and  it  would  be  usurpation  on 
the  part  of  the  state  to  assume  to  interfere  in  its  direction.  But 
so  far  as  the  great  principles  of  the  science  of  theology  are  con- 
cerned, they  necessarily  come  within  the  compass  of  that  gene- 
ral knowledge,  with  which  every  well  educated  young  man  ought 
to  be  acquainted.  The  mighty  evidences  of  the  divine  Existence, 
resulting  from  the  unnumbered  manifestations  of  contrivance  and 
design  uiroughout  the  universe  of  matter  and  of  mind ;  and  the 
basis  aa  which  Christianity  has  reared  its  stupendous  fabric,  and 
founds  its  claims  to  the  confidence  and  afiection  of  the  world, 
would  be  fruitful  topics  for  the  prelections  of  such  a  professor- 

*  The  American  Jurist,  of  January,  1833. 


ft68  DOCUMENTS. 

ship,  as  is  proposed  to  be  established.  Besides,  it  will  be  foand  to 
be  essential  to  the  prosperity  of  the  university.  Without  some- 
thing of  the  kind,  it  would  be  abandoned  by  all  religious  denomi* 
nations.  We  should  then  have  presented  to  our  view  the  specta- 
cle of  an  university,  on  the  broadest  foundation,  and  splendidly 
endowed,  but  without  students ;  while  private  institutions,  strug- 
gling for  existence,  with  comparatively  few  advantages,  would  be 
lilled  to  overflowing.  As  Christianity  is  the  religion  of  our  peo- 
ple, it  must  be  recognized  as  coming  within  the  circle  of  genend 
Knowledge^  though  they  will  suffer  no  interference  in  the  forma- 
tion of  their  religious  opinicms.  It  is  all  important  to  secure  the 
interest  of  the  great  body  of  the  people,  in  the  welfare  of  the  uni- 
versity. But  the  ^reat  mass  oi  them  will  be  found  attached  to 
the  different  denommations  of  christians.  Nothing  therefore  should 
be  done  to  excite  jealousy,  or  create  alarm.  And  it  is  equally  im- 
portant that  no  religious  test  be  introduced,  but  that  every  indi- 
vidual be  left  free  in  the  exercise  of  his  religion,  and  to  worship 
as  his  conscience  shall  dictate.  No  flourishing  institution  can  be 
found,  which  does  not  embrace  as  much  as  is  here  proposed ;  eve- 
ry attempt  on  a  different  plan  hitherto  made  has  proved  an  entire 
failure.  The  university  lately  established  in  the  city  of  New 
York,  has  a  professorship  of  the  character  here  contemplated ; 
and  as  the  first  fruit  of  it,  a  splendid  production  has  recently  been 
presented  to  the  public  in  a  volume  of  lectures,  vmtten  in  the 
most  captivating  style,  and  filled  with  the  clearest  logical  ali- 
mentation, and  aoounding  in  the  most  enlarged  and  liberal  views. 
Such  a  professorship,  thus  filled,  would  secure  to  any  institution 
unbounded  confidence.  And  the  men  who  founded  that  seat  of 
learning  are  to  be  numbered  among  the  most  talented  of  our 
country,  enlightened  and  liberal  in  their  views,  and  belonging  to 
the  different  reli^ous  pursuasions.  We  find  amon^  them  an  ex- 
president  of  the  United  States,  and  the  Hon.  Benjamin  F.  Buder — 
the  present  distinguished  attorney  ^neral,  who  is  now  one  of  the 
council  of  the  university,  and  who  has  ipcendv  been  appointed  to 
a  professorship  in  the  department  of  law.  The  fact  is  not  to  be 
concealed,  that  there  is  a  strong  prejudice  in  the  minds  of  many 
worthy  and  enlightened  men  against  state  institutions.  And  it  is 
often  said  of  late,  that  state  institutions  do  not  flourish.  This 
feeling  has  originated  from  the  attempt  of  two  or  three  states  to 
exclude  every  thing  m  the  form  of  religion  from  their  universities. 
The  moral  sense  of  the  community  was  found  to  be  against  the 
plan,  and  the  institutions  could  not  flourish ;  for  they  were  aban- 
doned by  the  great  majority  of  those  who  patronize  the  higfaer 
seminaries  of  learning.  And  the  consequence  was,  difficulties  en- 
sued, and  private  institutions  rose  up  around  them  and  prospered. 
The  truth  is,  the  nature  of  man  is  such  that  the  result  might  have 
*  been  anticipated.     There  is  a  medium  between  bigotry  on  the  one 
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hand,  and  atbeism  on  the  other.  And  the  BOcoess  of  the  univeni- 
ty,  its  life,  energy,  character  and  usefulness,  will  essentially  de- 
pend on  the  adoption  of  that  medium  course.  In  Brown  Univer- 
sity, the  diflferent  denominations  have  ever  been  conjointly  engaged 
in  promoting  the  cause  of  letters.  DifEiculties  may  be  created  in 
anticipation,  but  they  will  generally  be  found  on  a  nearer,  inspec- 
tion, to  be  imaginary.  Some  may  complain  if  they  cannot  have 
the  entire  control,  but  the  great  body  of  the  people  will  be  satis- 
fied. In  respect  to  the  assertion,  that  state  institutions  do  not,  and 
cannot  flourish,  it  mav  safely  be  affirmed,  that  the  history  of  the 
past  proves  directly  the  reverse.  The  oldest  and  most  venerable 
mstitutions  in  our  land  are  emphaticaDy  state  institutions ;  they 
were  planted,  came  up,  increased  in  stature,  and  attained  to  the 
maturity  and  vigor  of  manhood,  under  the  guidance  and  patron- 
age of  tne  state.  There  have  been  no  failures,  except  in  the  cases 
named,  and  obviously  for  the  reason  assigned.  The  same  is  true 
of  nearly  all  the  celebrated  European  umversities ;  they  are  state 
institutions,  founded,  sustained  and  directed  by  the  state.  It  is  all 
important  that  the  university  of  Michigan,  in  its  constitution  and 
order,  be  such  as  to  secure  the  confidence  of  the  liberal  minded 
of  all  denominations,  and  then  it  may  be  expected  that  they  will 
^e  it  countenance  and  support. 

But  there  is  another  question,  involving  important  considera- 
tions, which  is  intimately  connected  with  the  subject  that  has  just 
now  been  discussed,  and  it  is  one  that  justiy  demands  the  exercise 
of  the  soundest  discretion.  It  is  the  granting  to  private  associa- 
tions, acts  of  incorporation  with  university  powers.  Such  corpo- 
rations, if  the  filling  of  all  vacancies  is  vested  in  themselves,  con- 
tain within  their  own  body  the  principle  of  self-preservation  and 
perpetual  existence.  Thus  far,  they  are  independent  of  the  go- 
vernment, and  cannot  be  reached  by  any  power  in  the  state  ;  be- 
cause the  charter  is  held  to  be  sacred.  It  is  true,  the  right  of 
supervision  may  be  retained,  and  also  the  right  of  repeal.  The 
principle  adopted  in  New  York  is  to  grant  university  powers  only 
on  condition  that  the  company  app^ing  shall  have  $25,000  in 
appropriate  buildings,  and  8100,000  in  funds,  secured  in  double 
the  amount,  for  the  use  of  the  institutions ;  the  state  reserving  to 
itself  the  right  of  visitation.  The  object  of  this  rule  is  to  prevent 
the  multiplication  of  such  institutions  without  any  fair  prospect  of 
permanent  usefulness ;  and  where  the  practice  of  granting  such 
charters  has  obtained,  the  propriety  of  the  rule  cannot  reasona- 
bly be  questioned.  With  us,  as  a  state,  all  is  new;  and  we  are 
at  liberty  to  adopt  such  principles,  and  form  such  rules  of  action, 
as  on  mature  reflection  the  great  interests  of  learning  may  seem 
to  require.  It  is  respectfully  suggested  to  the  consideration  of  the 
legislature,  whether  it  will  be  desirable  to  incorporate  such  a 
number  of  private  associations  ibr  the  purposes  ot  education,  as 
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will  have  the  efiect  to  draw  off  the  attention  and  interest  of  any 
considerable  portion  of  the  public  from  the  institutions  founded 
by  the  state. 

Supermtendent  of  Public  Instruction-^'and  his  duties. 

The  "hresent  law  requires  of  this  officer  certain  duties ;  and 
should  the  system  proposed,  or  one  similar  to  it,  be  adopted  and 
go  into  operation,  other  duties  must  necessarily  be  required.  The 
following  are  some  of  the  more  important  of  these  duties : 

1.  To  submit  to  the  legislature  an  annual  report,  exhibitixiff  the 
condition  of  the  university  and  primary  school  funds,  also  d^  die 
primary  schools  and  of  the  university  and  its  branches,  and  all 
such  matters  relating  to  his  office  and  the  public  schools,  as  be 
may  think  proper  to  communicate. 

2.  To  prepare  suitable  forms  for  making  all  reports,  v/bkh 
may  be  required  of  the  district,  towtiship,  academic  and  universi- 
ty boards,  and  suitable  regulations  for  conducting  all  proceediiU[8 
under  the  law  relating  to  public  instruction,  and  transmit  t& 
same  with  such  instructions  as  he  may  deem  proper  for  the  or- 
g^anization  and  government  of  the  public  schools,  with  such 
directions  as  to  the  course  of  studies  as  he  may  judge  advisable, 
to  the  several  officers  intrusted  with  their  management  and  care. 

3.  To  appoint  the  prescribed  number  of  trustees  and  visiters 
in  tlie  different  academic  boards,  and  the  annual  board  of  visiterB 
to  the  university. 

,  4.  To  take  charge  of  all  university  and  school  lands,  and  all 
other  property,  reserved  to  the  state  for  the  purpose  of  education, 
and  dispose  oi  the  same  according  to  law. 

5.  To  invest  all  moneys  arising  from  the  sale  of  such  lands  and 
property,  as  directed  by  law. 

6.  To  apportion  the  income  of  the  unversity  fund  among  its 
branches  and  the  parent  institution,  and  also  the  income  o?  the 
primary  school  fund  among  the  several  townships  and  cities 
of  the  state,  on  such  principles  as  shall  be  sanctioned  by  the  le- 
gislature. 

7.  To  prepare  annually  a  table  of  the  amount  to  be  paid  to  the 
university  and  each  of  its  branches ;  also  the  amount  in  the  ag- 
gregate to  be  paid  to  the  difierent  counties  of  the  state,  from  the 
income  of  the  university  and  primary  school  funds  respectively  ; 
and  present  the  same  to  the  state  Treasurer.  Said  table  to  be 
the  guide  of  the  Treasurer  in  the  disbursement  of  all  nuMieys  to 
those  officers  who  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  the  same. 

8.  To  notify  the  treasurers  of  the  several  counties  of  the 
amount  in  the  aggregate  to  be  disbursed  in  their  respective  coun- 
ties, stating  the  amount  to  be  paid  to  the  academies  from  the 
university  fund,  and  also  the  amount  from  the  primary  school 
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fund  to  be  paid  to  the  different  townships  in  their  respective 
counties.  Said  notice  to  be  the  guide  of  the  county  treasurers  in 
the  payment  of  said  moneys  to  those  entitled  by  Jaw  to  receive 
and  apply  the  same.  ' 

0.  To  hear  and  decide  all  questions  arising  under  the  public 
school  system,  aud  the  decision  when  made  to  be  final.  The  ob> 
ject  of  this  is  to  give  the  Superintendent  appellate  jurisdiction  in 
all  matters  arising  uiider  the  statute  relating  to  public  instruc- 
tion. This  jurisdiction  is  given  to  the  superintendent  of  the  New 
York  system,  and  was  **  designed  to  give  him  the  power  of  put- 
ting at  rest  all  controversies  arising  in  the  administration  of  the 
system  of  which  he  has  the  supervision.  His  decision  in  all  mat- 
ters of  appeal  is  final,  and  every  case  brought  before  him  is  dis- 
posed of  without  expense  to  the  parties,  excepting  such  as  is  in- 
curred in  the  preparation  of  their  papers,  which  are,  however,  al- 
ways received  without  regard  to  form,  if  they  are  in  substance 
correct*'*  Says  Mr.  Dix — ^^  If  the  system  has  any  defect,  it  is 
that  the  superintendent  has  no  power  by  law  to  enforce  the  exe- 
cution of  his  own  decisions."  This  is  indeed  a  defect,  and  it  will 
doubtless  be  considered  important  to  provide  against  it 

The  diposition  of  the  lands  reserved  by  Congress  and  given  to 
the  state  for  the  support  of  primar)*  schools  as  well  as  semina- 
ries of  the  highest  grade,  is  a  subject  which  demands  the  most  de- 
liberate consideration.  Whether  the  public  fund  shall  be  ample 
or  meagre,  wliether  it  shall  be  sufficient  to  place  our  schook  and 
seminaries  of  learning  on  high  and  elevated  ground,  or  leave  them 
to  pine  and  droop,  will  depend*  in  a  great  measure  on  the  course 
that  shall  be  adopted  in  respect  to  them.  It  is  a  fund  which  ought 
to  be  held  sacred,  and  religiously  regarded  Its  benevolent  ob- 
ject is,  to  promote  the  best  good  of  the  state  in  all  future  time.  It 
is  destined,  if  rightly  managed,  to  put  within  the  reach  of  every 
child,  whether  high  or  low,  rich  or  poor,  in  all  coming  generations, 
the  means  of  gaining  that  knowledge  which  shall  fit  him  for  use- 
fulness, and  enable  him  to  discharge,  with  honor  to  himself  and 
credit  to  his  country,  the  high  obligations  of  an  American  dtizen. 
What  design  more  noble  !  or  more  desirable  to  be  accomplished  I 
or  more  worthy  to  engage  the  attention  of  the  wise  and  good  ! 
In  a  state  where  there  are  ample  means  to  educate  every  child, 
and  where  the  obligation  to  educate  every  one  is  felt,  acknowledg- 
ed and  enforced,  the  poor  man,  perchance  made  so  by  some  un- 
expected dispensatioh  of  Providence,  may  die  in  the  full  assur- 
ance Jthat  his  children  will  not  be  suffered  to  grow  up  in  igno- 
rance, but  that  they  will  be  instructed  in  the  more  important 
elementary  branches  of  knowledge.  Such  a  result,  such  a  con- 
summation, may  be  confidently  predicted,  in  case  a  judicious  dis- 

*  Report  for  1836. 
71 


562  DOCUMENTS. 

position  is  made  of  the  school  lands.  How  desirable  a  residence, 
how  desirable  a  permanent  home,  with  a  people  where  know- 
ledge and  virtue  are  the  first  elements  of  the  social  state  !  To 
make  an  impression  upon  the  destiny  of  our  own  country,  and 
through  our  own  country  upon  the  high  destinies  of  the  world,  to 
cause  our  influence  to  be  felt  in  the  councils  of  the  nation,  and  to 
leave  an  impress  upon  the  age  in  which  we  live,  we  must  be  a 
highly  cultivated  people.  We  cannot  do  these  things  without 
knowledge ;,  neither  can  our  children.  They  need  not  be  left  to 
make  the  attempt ;  for  wa  have  put  within  eur  reach  ample  and 
permanent  means  to  extend  to  them  the  highest  degree  of  physi- 
cal, intellectual  and  moral  culture.  The  law  of  Congress,  as  well 
as  the  constitution  of  the  state,  imposes  upon  the  government  the 
high  responsibility  of  preserving  and  managing  the  fund  arising 
from  the  lands  reserved  within  the  state  for  the  purposes  of  edi>- 
cation.  No  encroachment  can  ever  be  made  upon  the  principal 
of  either  the  university  or  primary  school  fund;  both  must  remain 
perpetually,  and  the  interest  accruing  from  each  be  inviolably  ap- 
propriated to  its  destined  object.  Hence  that  disposition  of  the 
school  and  seminary  lands  will  be  the  wisest  and  best,  which 
will  ultimately  yield  to  the  state  for  the  support  of  the  public 
schools  the  greatest  amount  of  revenue. 

With  respect  to  the  disposition  of  these  lands,  two  leading  plans 
have  been  suggested.  One  is  to  lease,  and  the  other  is  to  sell 
them.  To  leasing  lands,  there  are  serious  objections.  Experi- 
ence, which  is  in  all  such  cases,  decidedly  the  llest  teacher,  shows 
conclusively  that  where  lands  are  leased  they  will  generally  be 
impoverished  rather  than  improved.  Human  nature  is  such,  that 
men  do  not,  and  will  not,  take  that  interest  in  leased  lands  which 
they  uniformly  do  in  farms,  where  the  right  of  soil  is  in  themselves. 
Hence  it  is,  that  we  so  generally  find  on  leased  lands  the  improve- 
ments to  be  temporary,  unsubstantial  works,  made  either  with  a 
view  of  gaining  a  mere  livelihood,  or  for  the  purpose  of  accumu- 
lating sufficient  to  render  the  occupant  independent  in  the  pos- 
session of  a  farm  he  can  call  his  own.  (rood  farmers  cannot  be 
induced  to  spend  their  days  on  leased  lands.  As  soon  as  they 
have  gained  enough  to  put  them  in  the  full  possession  of  a  farm, 
they  will  instantly  relinquish  all  other  titles.  And  it  is  unavoid- 
ably the  case,  that  where  leased  lands  pass  from  one  to  another, 
their  value  is  constantly  depreciating.  And  when  the  lease  is 
about  to  expire,  if  the  occupant  wishes  to  retain  possession,  he 
can  easily  put  the  lands  in  such  a  state  and  make  such  an  im- 
pression in  respect  to  them,  as  will  have  a  direct  tendency  to  do 
away  all  competition.  Besides  it  may  be  seriously  doubted,  whe- 
ther so  great  an  income  can  ever  be  derived  from  the  seminary 
and  school  lands  on  a  mere  lease,  as  from  a  judicious  investment 
of  the  proceeds  of  a  judicious  sale  of  them.     But  waiving  the 
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• 

question  of  sale,  will  they,  in  the  present  cirGumstances  of  the 
country,  lease  readily  for  ten,  twenty  or  thirty  years,  for  a  fair 
valuation  ?  Will  good  farmers  lease  unimproved  lands,  and  so 
cultivate  and  improve  them,  as  to  increase  essentially  their  value, 
when  at  the  end  of  the  lease,  they  will  be  liable  to  lose  all  their 
improvements,  or  be  obliged  to  pay  for  them  anew  ?  and  espe- 
cially will  they  do  it,  so  long  as  they  cau  purchase  of  the  govern- 
ment good  lands  for  $1  25  per  acre  ?  Some  of  limited  means 
may  do  it,  but  they  will  do  it  not  with  a  view  of  making  any  per- 
manent and  valuable  improvements,  but  for  the  purpose  of  making 
enough  out  of  the  land  to  purchase  farms,  that  they  may  hold  in 
fee  simple.  Under  a  lease,  the  lands  will  be  exhausted,  but  not 
improved;  they  will  be  worn,  but  not  increased  in  value.  The 
most  ri^id  laws  may  be  enacted,  and  the  most  rigid  system  of 
supervision  adopted  ;  and  they  may  do  something  to  retard,  but 
nothing  to  prevent  ultimately  such  a  result.  Men  will  take  from, 
but  add  notliing  to  the  value  of  lands,  where  the  right  of  soil  is 
not  in  themselves.  Against  leasing  in  perpetuity,  some  of  these 
objections  will  lie  with  still  greater  weight.  In  process  of  time, 
the  lands  may  be  almost  entirely  exhausted ;  and  when  once 
leased,  what  security  can  the  state  have  to  prevent  such  a  catas- 
trophe ?  Suppose  a  quarter  section  of  the  seminary  lands  to  be 
leased  for  8224  per  annum,  the  yearly  interest  of  the  money,  if 
sdd  for  $20  per  acre;  from  this  quarter  section,  all  the  valuable 
timber  may  be  removed,  and  the  whole  of  it  put  under  the  plough, 
and  subjected  to  the  most  exhausting  system  of  cropping.  And  off 
of  it,  and  out  of  it,  enough  may  soon  be  realized  to  purchase  four 
times  the  amount  of  new  land.  And  though  the  soil  may  be  ex- 
ceedingly fertile,  all  grain  indeed  to  any  assignable  depth,  yet  it 
is  in  accordance  with  the  known  operation  of  the  laws  of  nature, 
that  this  land  must  be  exhausted ;  and  consequently  will  be  liable 
to  be  abandoned.  By  good  management,  this  fertility  may  be 
preserved,  and  even  increased ;  but  under  a  severe  system  of 
cropping,  it  must  necessarily  be  exhausted,  it  will  be  found  to 
be  exceedingly  difficult  to  avoid  this  result ;  for  the  man  will  not 
stay  upon  his  quarter  section  and  pay  the  8224  per  year,  when  he 
can  do  better  with  his  time  and  money  ;  neither  can  he  be  obli- 
ged to  do  it.  Wer^  the  seminary  and  school  lands  broken  up,  or 
cleared,  as  the  case  may  be,  while  they  are  fresh  and  in  the  full 
vigor  of  strength,  men  may  be  found  who  will  pay  annually  for 
some  of  them  the  8224  per  quarter  section.  But  in  most  cases, 
it  will  be  done  for  the  sake  of  cropping  the  land,  and  not  for  its 
permanent  improvement.  It  is  this  species  of  farming  which  has 
reduced  large  portions  of  some  of  the  older  states  to  a  perfect 
desert.  If  once  under  a  lease,  can  such  farming  be  prevented  on 
the  seminary  and  school  lands  ?  If  not,  then  it  requires  neither  a 
proi^et  nor  the  son  of  a  prophet  to  predict  the  result.    Fifty 
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years  hence  the  lands  would  be  reduced  in  value,  and  the  rents 
arising  therefrom  would  not  equal  the  interest  on  the  money  for 
which  thev  might  even  now  be  sold.  Were  they  to  be  leased 
for  a  small  annuity,  as  are  some  lands  in  the  state  of  New  York» 
they  would  then  be  rerarded  in  nearly  the  same  light  as  other 
lands.  But  it  is  apprehended,  that  such  an  idea  is  not,  and  cannot 
be  entertained,  the  object  being  to  derive  from  the  university  and 
school  lands  the  greatest  amount  of  revenue  consistent  with  tbe 
principles  of  right  and  justice. 

In  addition  to  all  this,  there  is  another  serious  view  to  be  taken 
of  this  subject.  The  leasing  of  such  an  amount  of  land,  as  is 
reserved  for  the  purposes  of  education,  and  scattered  throu£[h  tbe 
len^  and  breadth  of  the  state,  would  create  the  relation  of  land- 
lord and  tenant,  between  the  government  on  the  one  hand,  and 
citizens  on  the  other,  to  the  number  of  from  three  to  five  thousand. 
And  is  there  no  danger  to  be  apprehended  from  such  a  source  ? 
Would  it  not  neceessarily  create  jealousy  and  alarm  7  And  would 
it  not  be  giving  to  a  corrupt  administration,  the  means  of  perpetua- 
ting its  power  r  All  history  teaches  us,  that  no  relation  is  so  subser- 
vient, and  no  tenure  by  which  lands  are  held,  which  creates  more 
dependance,  and  especially,  where  the  lease  is  not  perpetual.  Let 
the  relation  of  landlord  and  tenant  be  dissolved  in  Great  Britain, 
and  the  government  of  the  aristocracy  is  ended,  and  the  peo- 
ple are  &ee,  sovereign  and  independent,  from  that  day  forth. 
From  the  course  of  reasoning  thus  far  pursued,  the  conclusion  is 
obvious,  that  it  would  not  be  consistent  with  sound  policy  to  lease 
either  temporarily  or  perpetually,  the  lands  reserved  to  the  state 
for  the  purposes  of  education.  The  remaining  alternative  is  to 
sell  them.  But  this  sale  need  not  be  a  forc^  one ;  it  may  be 
done  gradually,  as  the  wants  of  the  country  and  a  sound  discre- 
tion may  seem  to  require.  For  the  public  security,  let  a  minimum 
price  be  fixed,  as  high  as  815  per  acre  for  the  university,  and  t5 
per  acre  for  the  primary  school  lands,  one-fourth  to  be  paid  down, 
and  the  balance  in  four  instalments ;  the  first  in  five,  the  second 
in  ten,  the  third  in  fifteen,  and  the  fourth  in  twenty  years ;  with 
inte]:est  annually,  to  be  secured  by  bond  and  mortgage.  Oa  con- 
ditions like  these,  let  the  lands  in  the  more  settled  parts  of  the 
state  be  thrown  into  market,  and  sold  at  auction  to  the  highest 
bidder.  What  remains  unsold  might  still  be  kept  in  market,  to 
be  sold  as  occasion  should  oiier. 

At  #15  per  acre,  30,000  acres  of  the  seminary  lands  would 
sell  for  930.000,  and  it  is  more  than  probable  that  tlie  first  20,000 
acres  would  average  as  high  as  #20  per  acre,  which  would 
amount  to  #400,000.  The  interest  of  #300,000  would  be  #21,000 
per  annum,  while  #28,000  would  be  the  annua]  interest  of 
#400,000.  With  such  an  income,  how  ea^  to  lay  the  foundation 
of  an  university  on  the  broadest  scale,  and  place  it  on  high  and 
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elevated  ground  at  the  very  commencement  of  its  career  of  light, 
usefulness  and  glory.  The  balance  of  the  seventv-two  sections, 
26,060  acres,  would  undoubtedly  sell,  as  soon  as  the  funds  would 
be  needed,  at  the  same  rate.  If  for  915  per  acre,  they  would 
sell  for  $391,200,  the  interest  of  which  would  be  827,384  per 
annum.  If  for  t20  per  acre,  the  sale  would  amount  to  $521,600, 
the  annual  interest  of  which  would  be  836,512.  We  have  then 
this  result,  at  $15  the  acre,  the  whole  would  amount  to  $691,200 
*with  the  yearly  income  of  $48,384 ;  at  $20  the  acre,  it  would 
amount  to  $921,600,  with  an  annual  interest  of  $64,512.  It  is 
not  apprehended  that  the  amount  can,  in  any  event,  fall  short  of 
the  lower  estimate,  while  it  is  believed,  judging  from  the  deci* 
flioDS  of  the  past,  and  the  indications  of  the  future,  that  it  will  ex* 
ceed  the  higher  computation. 

The  primary  school  lands  reserved  from  sale,  and  given  to  the 
gtate  by  the  ordinance  of  Congress,  consist  of  sections  number 
sixteen,  in  all  the  surveyed  townships,  and  by  the  constitution  of 
the  state,  as  already  intimated,  the  proceeds  of  all  these  lands  are 
to  go  into  one  general  fund  for  the  support  of  schools  through- 
out the  state.  Were  it  not  so,  one  township  might  derive  from 
its  lands  an  enormous  yearly  income,  while  its  neighbor  with 
more  inhabitants  might  be  almost  entirely  destitute,  owing  to  the 
unfortunate  location  of  its  sixteenth  section.  The  peninsular 
portion  of  the  state  of  Michigan  contains  very  nearly  40,000 
aquare  miles,  one  thirty-sixth  of  which  belongs  to  the  cotamaa 
school  fund.  In  40,000  square  miles,  there  are  1,111  townships 
of  thirty-six  square  miles  each.  -  But  dropping  eleven  entire  town- 
ships for  the  deficiency  already  suggested,  there  will  remain 
1,100  townships,  which  is  a  fraction  I^s  than  the  true  number. 

One  square  mile,  section  number  sixteen  in  each  township, 

amountii^  in  all  to  1,100  square  miles,  is  devoted  to  the  cause  c£ 

primary  education.    In  1,100  square  miles,  there  are  704,000 

acres,  which,  at  $5  per  acre,  the  minimum  price,  would  realize 

to  the  state  $3,520,000.    It  is  to  be  presumed,  however,  that  a 

due  proportion  of  this  amount  is  waste  land,  and  consequently  oi 

no  value.    But  if  a  portion  is  waste  land,  an  equal  portion  must 

be  regarded  as  of  the  first  quality.    Throwing  one-fourth  entirely 

out  of  the  question,  the  remaining  three-fourms  will  produce  the 

foUowin^  results,  at  the  prices  estimated  for  each  separate  fourth : 

The  first  quarter,  at  $10  per  acre,  would  amount  to  $1,760,000 

The  second    "  $7        **  "  1,232,000 

The  third       «  $4        "  «  704,000 


Total,  $3,696^)00 

Another  estimate  will  show  a  similar  result 
50,000  acres,  at  $15  per  acre,  would  amount  to      $750,000 


Carried  forward, 
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Brought  forward,  $ 

150,000  acres,  at  $10  per  acre,  would  amount  to  1,500,000 

200,000         **        95          "                "  1,000,000 

200,000         "         «3          "                 «  600,000 

104,000          "         $0          «                 "  00,000 


Total,  83,850,000 

These  estimates  may  seem  to  be  extravagant,  but  it  is  confi- 
dently believed,  that  the  result,  in  the  issue  of  things,  will  exceed 
rather  than  fall  short  of  the  highest  computation.  Time,  the 
great  discloser  of  events,  will  vet  develope  the  resources  of  the 
state  for  the  promotion  of  useful  knowledge,  and  enstamp  upon 
them  a  value,  of  which  few  seem  to  have  any  adequate  concep- 
tion. .  It  is  true,  much  must  necessarily  depend  on  the  adoption 
of  wise  councils  and  good  management 

But  we  have  not  reached,  in  the  calculations  made,  the  extent 
of  those  resources.  The  boundaries  assumed  in  the  preamble  of 
the  constitution,  include  a  portion  of  the  territory  north-west  of 
Lake  Michigan,  and  the  late  ordinance  of  Congress  conditionally 
admitting  the  state  into  the  Union,  extends  the  noundaries  in  that 
direction,  so  as  to  give  us  on  that  side  of  the  lake  in  all  about 
25,000  square  miles.  And  one  thirty-sixth  of  this  also  will  ulti- 
mately be  the  property  of  the  state  for  the  support  of  primary 
schools.  25,000  square  miles  would  make  694  townships,  of  36 
sections  each ;  which  would  give  to  the  state  694  square  miles, 
amounting  in  all  to  444,160  acres.  It  would  be  difficult  to  give 
a  just  estimate  of  the  value  of  these  lands,  but  it  is  safe  to  say 
that  they  are  destined  at  no  distant  day  to  add  more  than 
81,000,000  to  the  common  school  fund  of  the  state. 

On  the  terms  already  proposed  for  the  disposition  of  the  lands 
reserved  to  the  state  for  the  purposes  of  education,  the  sales  of 
the  primary  school  lands  would  soon  reach  81,500,000.  And  if 
the  estimate  already  made  should  be  found  in  the  end  to  be  any 
thing  like  an  approximation  to  the  reality,  this  sum  will  be  reach- 
ed before  2Q0,000  acres  of  those  lands  are  sold.  The  yearly  in- 
terest of  this  sum  would  be  8105,000,  which,  considering  the 
population,  would  be  a  greater  income  than  is  now  divided  in 
Connecticut,  which  has  the  largest  school  fund  of  any  state  in 
the  Union.  Moving  forward  as  prosperously  for  three  years  to 
come,  as  three  years  past,  and  there  can  be  no  doubt  the  state  may 
have  at  least  828,000  to  be  applied  to  the  support  of  an  univei^ 
sity,  and  8105,000  for  the  primary  schools ;  and  not  more  than 
20,000  acres  of  the  seminary  lands  sold,  nor  more  than  200,000 
acres  of  the  primary  school  lands. 

But  what  investment  shall   be  made  of  the  one-fourth  pay- 
ment?   It  is  respectfully  suggested  that  it  may  be  loaned  to  Ihe 
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diflerent  counties  of  the  state,  in  sums  from  5  to  $10,000,  the 
faith  of  the  respective  counties  being  pledged  to  pay  the  interest 
annually,  and  the  principal  when  called  for  after  ten  years,  notice 
bemg  given  at  least  one  year  previous  to  the  call  for  payment, 
and  the  same  privilege  should  be  reserved  to  each  county  of  pay- 
ing any  time  after  ten  years,  by  giving  the  required  notice  of  its 
intention  to  pay.  This  would  enable  the  different  counties  to 
erect  their  public  buildings,  and  assist  greatly  the  settlement  of 
the  country.  In  this  way  the  whole  sum  may  be  retained  at 
home,  and  do  much  towards  preventing  that  pressure  in  the  mo- 
ney market,  which  is  sometimes  so  sensibly  felt  in  new  commu- 
nities. Should  any  remain  uninvested,  it  may  be  loaned  to  indi- 
viduals, and  secured  in  double  the  amount  by  bond  and  mort- 
gage, as  nearly  the  whole  of  the  school  fund  is  at  present  in  the 
state  of  Connecticut,  which  the  present  able  commissioner  of  the 
fund  declared  to  the  Superintendent  "  to  be  in  his  judgment  the 
safest  and  best  investment  that  can  be  made,  stocks  of  all  kinds 
being  more  uncertain  and  precarious."  And  it  may  be  impor- 
tant to  make  it  the  duty  of  the  board  of  school  inspectors  to  ap- 
praise property,  on  which  a  bond  and  mortgage  is  proposed  to  be 
given.  A  measure  like  this  would  effectually  secure  the  state 
a^inst  loss ;  and  it  mi^ht  also  be  provided  in  case  of  a  depre- 
ciation in  the  value  of  the  property,  that  a  new  appraisement 
should  be  made,  and,  if  found  wanting,  additional  security  be 
given,  or  a  foreclosure  immediately  ensue. 

Assuming,  as  the  basis  of  calculation,  200,000  to  be  the  popu- 
lation of  the  state,  and  it  cannot  ^^ely  be  estimated  to  be  less, 
one-half  that  number  at  least  will  be  found  to  be  under  twenty- 
one  years  of  a^.  These,  in  the  language  of  an  intelligent  gen- 
tleman, **  are  all  flexible  subjects  of  education,  in  its  most  com- 
prehensive sense,  though  they  are  not  all  within  the  influence  of 
that  part  of  it  which  can  be  easily  controlled  by  legislation,  or 
indeed  by  any  means  except  by  an  enlightened  public  opinion. 
A  few  of'^  this  great  number  have  left  the  schools  and  all  direct 
means  of  education,  and  entered  upon  the  active  business  of  life. 
And  a  portion  of  the  younger  part  of  them  are  yet  subjects  only 
for  domestic  edui^ation.  But  after  these  deductions  from  the  two 
extremes,  it  will  not  be  extravagant  to  state  that  one-third  of  the 
whole  population  are  of  a  suitable  age  to  attend  school.*"  It  is 
demonstrated  by  the  returns  under  the  New  York,  Massachu- 
setts and  Connecticut  systems,  that  one-third  of  the  whole  popu- 
lation in  those  states  come  vdthin  the  provisions  of  the  school 
law.  It  results  from  this  computation,  that  '66,666  of  our  popu- 
lation ought  to  be  in  school.  And  it  ought  to  be  remembered  in 
this  connection,  that  four  or  five  years,  or  even  one  year  of  this 

*  James  G.  Carter,  Esq.  chairman  of  committee  on  education,  Hi  R.,  Maas. 
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period  of  life,  gone  uaimproved,  is  a  loss  to  the  individual,  which 
never  can  be  retrieved.     It  is  therefore  obviously  a  dictate  of 
sound  policy,  as  well  as  an  act  of  justice  to  the  rising  generation, 
to  provide  ample  means,  as  soon  as  can  be  done  consistently  with 
the  public  interests,  for  the  support  of  schools.    The  school  sea- 
son of  those  in  minority  will  soon  have  passed  away,  never  to 
return.    It  is  all  important  to  them,  and  almost  equally  so  to  the 
next  feneration,  that  their  claims  should  be  duly  appreciated.    It 
would  certainly  be  to  them  but  a  poor  remuneration  to  preserve 
for  posterity  what  ought  to  be  expended  in  educating  them.    The 
contemplated  disposition  of  the  public  lands,  it  is  firmly  believed, 
would  adequately  supply  the  present  wants  of  the  people,  and 
result  in  no  material  miury  to  the  general  fund.    But  even  ad- 
mitting that  fifty  years  hence  the  general  fund  midit  be  5  instead 
of  94,000,(K)0,  by  holding  on  to  .the  public  school  lands  a  num- 
ber of  years  to  come,  yet  if  such  a  course  is  to  leave  the  pre- 
sent generation  in  a  great  measure  uneducated,  as  it  necessarily 
must,  it  would  be  inflicting  upon  the  state  an  injury,  which  is  not 
within  the  power  of  the  combined  methods  of  calculation  to  com- 
pute, which  neither  time  nor  money  can  ever  remove.    Let  the 
night  of  ignorance  once  cast  its  blasting  shade  athwart  the  land, 
and  our  sun  is  set    Let  the  rising  race  retrograde,  and  the  next 
generation  will  retrogade  with  an  accelerating  and  resistless  step^ 
and  that  too,  in  spite  of  constitutions,  laws,  school  systems  or 
money.    It  is  much  easier  to  keep  possession  than  to  regain  it, 
when  onqe  it  is  lost    It  is  matter  of  rejoicing,  that  the  great 
body  of  our  people,  are  not  only  intelligent,  but  educated  men ; 
because  it  will  be  found  to  be  much^  less  difficult  to  carry  into 
operation  an  efifective  system  of  public  instruction,  than  in  those 
states  where  general  education  has  for  a  l<»ig  time  been  n^lect- 
ed.    It  is  also  matter  of  grateful  remembrance,  that  we  had  m  the 
convention,  which  form^  the  constitution,  men  of  enlarged  and 
liberal  views ;  and  that  the  first  legislature  of  the  state  so  prompt- 
ly responded  to  the  letter  and  spirit  of  this  constitution.    But 
there  is  another  view  to  be  taken  ot  this  subject— our  population  is 
increasing  with  unparalleled  rapidity.    By  the  time  the  next  United 
States  census  is  taken,  we  shall  number  nothing  short  of  300,000 
inhabitants.     There  will  then  be  100,000  subjects  for  education. 
These  things  of  themselves  are  sufficient  to  throw  around  the 

Seat  Questions  now  under  consideration  a  thrilling  interest 
ost  01  the  settlements  have  done  something,  and  some  of  them 
have  done  nobly,  for  the  cause  of  primary  education.  But  they 
have  necessarily  difficulties  to  encounter,  obstacles  to  surmount, 
and  they  have  much  to  do  in  providing  themselves  a  home  and 
the  means  of  subsistence.  The  people,  therefore,  in  a  special 
manner,  in  their  present  circumstances,  need  help ;  and  it  may 
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soon  be  in  the  power  of  the  state  to  extend  to  them  all  needful 
aid  and  encouragement. 

Indeed,  all  the  mighty  interests  of  the  country  are  virtually  sus- 
pended upon  the  course  of  education.     For,  as  says  Lord  Brough- 
am, "  A  sound  system  of  government  requires  the  people  to  read 
and  inform  themselves  upon  political  subjects  ;  else  they  are  the 
prey  of  every  quack,  every  impostor,  and  every  agitator,  who 
may  practice  the  trade  in  the  country.     If  they  do  not  read;  if 
they  do  not  learn;  if  they  do  not  digest  by  discussion  and  reflec- 
tion, what  they  have  read  and  learned ;  if  they  do  not  qualify 
themselves  to  form  opinions  for  themselves,  other  men  will  form 
opinions  for  them,  not  according  to  the  truth  and  the  interests  of 
the  people,  but  according  to  their  own  individual  and  selfish  inter- 
est, which  may,  and  most  probably  will  be  contrary  to  that  of  the 
people  at  large.     The  best  security  for  a  government  like  ours — 
a  free  government — and  generally  for  the  public  peace  and  public 
morals  is,  that  the  whole  community  should  be  well  informed 
upon  its  political,  as  well  as  its  other  interest?."*     But  how  is  this 
information  to  be  obtained  without  schools  and  teachers  ?  in  short, 
without  the  education  of  all  classes  ?     And  how  is  this  to  be  ac- 
complished without  union  and  effort,  and  the  adoption  of  the  most 
efficient  measures.     Every  man  may  do  something,   and   our 
country  has  a  right  to  expect  something  from  every  individual. 
The  sentiment  of  Cicero,  the  great  master  mind  of  antiquity,  as 
expressed  in  his  splendid  work  on  the  republic, is  a  sentiment  which 
should  reign  in  the  breast  of  every  American  citizen :    **  Our 
country  has  not  given  us  birth,  or  educated  us  under  her  law,  as 
if  she  expected  no  aid  from  us  ;  or  that,  seeking  to  administer  to 
our  convenience  only,  she  might  afford  a  safe  retreat  for  the  in- 
dulgence of  our  ease,  or  a  peaceful  asylum  for  our  indolence. 
But  that  she  might  hold  in  pledge  the  varied  and  most  exalted 
powers  of  our  mind,  our  genius,  and  our  judgment,  for  her  own- 
benefit ;  and  that  she  might  leave  for  our  private  use  such  portions 
only,  as  might  be  spared  for  that  purpose."f     How  desirable  to 
adopt  such  measures,  and  how  exceedingly  important  to  pursue 
such  a  course,  as  that  in  coming  years,  among  the  thousands  rear- 
ed in  the  public  schools  under  the  fostering  care  of  the  government, 
some  powerful  and  gifted  mind,  stored  with  all  that  can  refine,  en- 
large and  elevate,  shall  arise  and  be  able  sincerely  and  truly,  to 
adopt  the  language  and  sentiment  of  Mr.  Butler,  of  New  York, 
in  closing  a  historical  sketch  of  public  education  in  his  own  state. 
**  This  brief  review  of  the  history  of  public  instruction  in  this 
state,  ought  not  to  be  closed  without  a  tribute  of  gratitude  to  those 
wise  and  patriotic  public  servants,  who  at  the  very  beginning  of 

*  Ai  quoted  by  Judge  Story,  in  Lecture  before  A.I. I.,  1831. 
t  Cicero  of  Republica,  Liber. !«  Ch.  i 

72 


570 


DOCUMENTS. 


our  career  as  an  independent  state,  laid  the  foundation  of  the  policy 
which  has  since  been  pursued.  The  direction  then  given  to  tte 
public  councils,  has  never  been  abandoned.  The  promoti(»i  of 
literature  and  of  general  instruction  has  been  a  rallying  point 
which  has  united  the  feelings  and  concentrated  the  exertions  of 
men,  whose  opinions  on  other  matters  were  not  only  discordant 
but  irreconcilable.  The  state  has  often  been  shaken  to  its  centre 
by  political  collisions;  audit  has  sometimes  happened  that  objects 
of  real  importance  have,  under  the  influence  of  feelings  engendered 
by  those  collisions,  been  neglected  or  opposed ;  but  at  all  times 
and  under  all  circumstances,  this  great  interest  has  received  from 
all  men  of  all  parties,  a  constant  and  enlightened  protection.  This 
single  fact,  while  it  confers  upon  our  people  the  highest  honor,  is 
sufficient  to  vindicate  the  utility  of  republican  institutions.***  Edu- 
cation is  certainly  an  object  of  sufficient  magnitude  to  unite  the 
hearts  and  hands,  the  feelings  and  energies  of  a  whole  people  in 
the  promotion  of  its  cause.  Its  advancement,  therefore,  should  be 
one  great  end  and  aim  of  all,  in  a  special  manner,  who  are  in- 
trusted with  the  great  and  growing  interests  of  the  state. 

An  abstract  of  the  reports  of  school  commissioners,  and  also 
an  abstract  of  the  reports  of  school  directors  is  herewith  present- 
ed. But  few  reports  have  been  received,  either  from  commis- 
sioners or  directors.  This  is  owing  undoubtedly  to  a  want  of  due 
information ;  and  the  shortness  of  time  after  the  passage  of  the 
law  requiring  reports,  prevented  that  information  from  being  cir- 
culated sufficiently  to  secure  the  object  Five  hundred  circulars 
were  issued,  but  it  is  to  be  presumed  that  many  of  them  did  not 
reach  the  proper  source  in  season  to  obtain  the  required  reports. 

All  of  which  is  respectfullv  submitted. 

JOHN  D.  PIERCE, 
Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction. 


Reports  cf  School  Commissioners, 

Counties  and  Tbum- 
ships* 

i 

i 

• 

• 

Remarks, 

Allegan  County, 
Allegan, 
Newark, 
Otsego, 
Plainfield, 

^ 

*  Discoune  before  the  Albany  liiititiite. 
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Counties  and  TouDn- 
ships. 


Branch  County. 
Batavia 
Coldwater 


Girard, 

Prairie  River, 

Sherwood, 

Quincy, 

Berrien  County, 
Berrien, 
Bertrand, 


Niles, 

New  Bufialo, 

Royalton, 


St.  Joseph, 
Barry  County, 


Cass  County, 
Calvin, 
Howard, 
Jefferson, 
Lagrange, 
Mason, 
Pokagon, 
Perrine, 
Porter, 

Volinia, 
Wajme, 

Calhoun  County. 
AthenB, 


i 


^  « 
5^:; 

> 


16 
16 
16 
16 
16 


16 
16 
16 


16 
16 
16 


16 

16fr. 

16 


16 
16 
16 


m 
.2 


Remarks. 


6  s. 

7  s. 


6  w. 
6  w. 


8  s.  6  w. 
5  s.  5  w. 


8  s. 
8  s. 
8  s. 


17w. 
18w. 
19w. 


4  b. 

4  8. 
3  8. 


•7680 
1920 
1920 
8600 
8800 


6400 
3200 
3200 


i 


8640 


6120 
3200 
3200 


7  w. 

8  w. 
7  w. 


Sit.  on  Chicago  road^ 
Cut  up  by  lakes. 
10  acres  improved. 


1600  Timbered  land. 
800  Mostly  marsh. 
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Counties  and  Town- 

1. 

if 

4 

Remarks, 

sfups. 

vi 

^1 

^2 

5 
^ 

4 

16 

3  s. 

8  w. 

Athens, 

84480  Dry  pr.,  good  land. 

Eckford, 

16 

3  s. 

3200  Burr  oak  op'gs,  w'd 

Marshall, 

3 

16 

1  s. 

6  w. 

) 

16 

2  s. 

6  w. 

>  6400  Uncultivated. 

16 

3  s. 

6  w. 

S 

Sheridan, 

16 

Is. 
2  s. 

4  w. 
4  w. 

1280 
1600 

Tekonsha, 

16 

800 

Mostly  marsh. 

Eaton  County, 

Bellevue, 

Clinton  County. 

Clinton, 

Genesee  County, 

.      FUnt, 

9 

14600 

, 

Grand  Blanc, 

16 

5120 

Timbered  openings. 

Hillsdale  County, 

Allen, 

4 

16 

5  s. 

3  w. 

2560 

Good  tillable  Td  un. 

16 

6  s. 

4  w. 

5120 

ditto      ditto 

16 

7  s. 

4  w. 

2560 

ditto      ditto 

16 

8  s. 

4  w. 

2560 

Adams, 

Fayette, 

Moscow, 

Pittsford, 

Scipio, 

Wheatland, 

Ionia  County, 

Ionia, 

.Jackson  County, 

■ 

Concord, 

« 

East  Portage, 

Grass  Lake, 

2 

16 
16 

9  1600 
1600 

Not  well  located, 
ditto. 

Hanover, 

Jacksonburgh, 

4 

16 

Is. 

1  w. 

3000 

F'st  rate  op's  &  pl'ns 

16 

2  s. 

1  w. 

4000 

First  rate  far'g  land* 

16 

ds. 

1  w. 

3000 

Good  upl'd  <k  m'd'w 
Hill  and  marsh. 

16 

4  s. 

1  w. 

1500 
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Counties  and  Town- 
ships, 


Leonj, 

Napoleon, 
Spring  Arbor, 

Sandstone, 
West  Portage, 

Kakanazoo  County, 

Brady, 

Connstock, 

Prairie  Ronde, 

PavilKon, 

Richland, 

Kent  County. 
Kent, 
Granville, 

Lenawee  County. 
Blissfield, 
Cambridge, 
Dover, 
Fairfield, 
Franklin, 
Hudson, 
Lenawee, 
Logan, 
Macon, 

Palm3rra, 

Rollin, 

Raisin, 

Rome, 

Seneca, 

Tecumseh, 

Woodstock, 

Macomb  County. 
Annadia, 

Bruce, 
Clinton, 
Harrison, 
Jefierson^ 


16 


16 


3  8.  2  w.  $3200  1st  rate  land  burrt)ak 


Remarks. 


4480  Timb'd  and  watered 
1920  Low  timber'd  land. 


6400 1st  rate  land  30  a.  im. 


9600 


Oak  ops.  timb'd^cwd 


3200 
800 
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Cmintz&s  and  TotDn- 

It 

"^t 

fC  s 

^i- 

• 

1 

Remarks. 

ships. 

"&I 

J?| 

:ii 

1 

w.m  ^^  ^^^  w  ^r^^r^w     w  ^r^^r  ^m 

4 

Macomb, 

Ray, 

2 

16 

4n. 

13  e. 

81920 

•F 

16 

4n. 

14  e. 

800 

Shelby, 

Washington, 

Lapeer  County. 

1*    4    ^-^  ^^ 

Bristol, 

5120 

■ 

Lapeer, 

1 

Monroe  County. 

Redford, 

Erie, 

Exeter, 

Frenchtown, 

Tiasselle^ 

London, 

Monroe, 

Milan, 

Raisinville, 

Summeriield, 

! 

Whiteford, 

1 

Ixoingston  County. 

Oakland  County. 

Avon, 

Bloomfield, 

^kT           # 

Commerce, 

16 

3200 

No  unprovements. 

Farmington, 

16 

6400 

Heavy  timbered,  89 

Groveland, 

[miproved. 

Highland, 

16 

3n. 

7e. 

1920 

Uneven,  good  Und. 

^3 

Lyon, 

Milford, 

16 

3000 

No  improvement. 

Novi, 
Orion, 

16 

4480 

On  Detroit  G.  River 
[road. 

Oakland, 

Pontiac, 

Royal  Oak, 

^  ^^  ^^  ^^ 

Smithfield, 

16 

1000 

Troy, 

16 

10000 

Heavy  timbered,  15 

West  Bloomfield, 

[acres  improved. 
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Counties  and  Town- 

1- 

El- 

A 

v| 

1 

ships. 

> 

?| 

1 

i 

Waterford, 

White  Lake, 

p 

Saginaw  County. 

Augustine, 

Flint, 

* 

Grand  Blanc, 

Gene-see, 

Saginaw, 

Shiawassee, 

St.  Clair  County, 

Clay, 

China, 

Cottrelvillc, 

Clyde, 

Desmond, 

, 

St.  Clair, 

SL  Joseph  County. 

Bucks, 

2 

Colon, 

1 

16 

6  s. 

9w. 

•800 

Wet  marsh. 

Flowerfield, 

l&fr 

Leonidas, 

16 

5  s. 

8w. 

4480 

15 

5  s. 

9w. 

4480 

• 

33 

5  s. 

9w. 

4480 

Nottaway, 

2 

2.16 

5*68 

lOw. 

8950 

Shennan, 

4 

16 

5600 

White  Pigeon, 

4 

• 

Van  Buren  County* 

Pawpaw, 

ni 

33600 

8  sees,  oak  openings 
and  9^  timb«  land. 

Washtenaw  County. 

Augusta, 

Ann  Arbor, 

Bridgewater, 

Dexter, 

Freedom, 

• 

4000 

Lima, 

2  3. 

4e. 

6000 

12  acr.inipr.  well  tim 

Lodi, 

2560 

Uncultivated. 

Lyndon, 
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Counties  and  ToumsMps, 

1 

as 

h 

ii 
11 

m 

ft 

Calhoun  County^ 

Athens, 

1 

100 

48 

4  1-2 

35 

#37  50 

2 

80 

37 

5wk  s. 

30 

9 

TekoDsha, 

1 

130 

22 

3  m. 

24 

15 

Eaton  County. 

Bellevue, 

1 

70 

56 

10  m. 

72 

61 

Genesee  County. 

Grand  Blanc, 

1 

250 

39 

8  m. 

42 

84 

2 

1  m. 

25 

13 

4 

20 

18 

20 

HiUsdaJe  County. 

• 

Allen, 

2 

45 

3  m. 

40 

18  90 

Jackson  County. 

Jacksonburgh, 

1 

750 

75 

8  m. 

65 

192 

Napoleon, 

9 

500 

48 

8  m. 

38 

36 

Spring  Arbor, 

2 

125 

20 

3 

200 

21 

3  m. 

30 

15 

8 

46 

2  m. 

30 

16 

Lenawee  County. 

Clinton, 

5 

150 

8  m. 

100 

150 

Macomb  County. 

Ray, 

24 

Oakland  County. 

Avon, 

30 

34 

7  m. 

54 

88 

Bloomfield, 

1 

60 

11  m. 

52 

102 

Commerce, 

1 

130 

34 

7  m. 

52 

44 

Highland, 

1 

100 

46 

8  m. 

60 

60 

Nov!, 

2 

150 

43 

6  m. 

40 

48 

6 

200 

37 

7  m. 

70 

66  25 

Troy, 

2 

250 

68 

8  m. 

29 

99 

St.  Joseph  County. 

Colon, 

2 

27 

6  m. 

20 

76 

Flowerfield, 

1 

15 

3  m. 

23 

24 

Sherman, 

2 

200 

51 

10  m. 

51 

82 

73 

578 
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Counties  and  Townships, 

property 
District. 

V6 

^'^^ 

^.8 

|ii 

• 

Wayne  County. 

• 

Huron, 

1 

49 

6  m. 

46 

•48 

Washtenaw  County. 

Bridgewater, 

2 

80 

35 

7  m. 

61 

68 

Freedom, 

1 

35 

4 

2 

90 

43 

5  m. 

46 

47  5a 

3 

6  m. 

25 

32  50 

Lima, 

4 

250 

67 

8  m. 

70 

75 

Lodi, 

5 

75 

41 

6  m. 

30 

45 

Lima  and  Sylvan, 

3 

300 

45 

19  m. 

•  8  m. 

51 

72 

Northfield, 

1 

38 

20 

58 

4 

25 

7  m. 

40 

57 

Pitt, 

1 

300 

49 

8  m. 

43 

56 

2 

150 

47 

7  m. 

40 

60 

4 

100 

36 

4  m. 

40 

47 

6 

250 

20 

4  m. 

23 

20 

7 

180 

21 

3  m. 

12 

12  25 

Salem, 

1 

30 

26 

9  m. 

31 

42 

2 

300 

39 

9  m. 

50 

73 

63 

7  m. 

60 

59 

4 

55 

48 

7  m. 

24 

31 

Sabop  and  Lyon, 

1 

50 

34 

9  m. 

51 

47  12 

2 

50 

43 

7  m. 

35 

59 

Scio, 

3 

125 

31 

5  m. 

36 

45 

Scio  and  Webster, 

2 

120 

35 

6  m. 

25 

37 

Sylvan,                         . 

2 

40 

29 

5  m. 

20 

26 

York, 

1 

20 

71 

8  m. 

51 

75 

4 

32 

6  m. 

28 

53 

Ypsilanti, 

1 

52 

4  m. 

40 

27  50 

2 

400 

63 

7  m. 

70 

93  60 

4 

60 

12  m. 

91 

445 

6 

125 

39 

7  m. 

25 

48 

N.  B.  Branches  taught  and  hooks  used.  In  this  particular  the 
uniformity  in  the  returns  of  the  districts  is  so  great,  that  it  was 
thought  unnecessary  to  repeat  them  for  each  district  The  fol- 
lowing may  serve  as  a  specimen  of  the  returns: 

Branches  taught,  Reading,  writing,  arithmetic,  geography, 
English  grammar ;  in  a  few  instances,  history  and  natural  philo- 
sophy are  added. 

Books  used,  Webster's  elementary  spelling  books,  Olney's  ge- 
ography, Kirkham's  grammar,  &c. 


I 
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(No.  8.) 

Report  of  ike  Commissioners  amxnrUed  to  review  the  County  Seat 

of  Branch, 

m 

To  his  Excellency  Stevens  T.  Mason, 

Governor  of  the  State  of  Michigan : 

The  undersigned,  commissioners  appointed  to  review  the  seat 
of  justice  for  me  county  of  Branch,  beg  leave  to  report,  that 
having  entered  upon  their  duties  agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  an 
act  entitled  *♦  An  act  to  provide  for  the  review  of  the  seat  of  jus- 
tice of  the  county  of  Branch,"  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  present 
seat  of  justice  for  said  county  ought  to  be  vacated,  and  recomniend 
that  the  seat  of  justice  for  said  county  be  established  in  the  village 
of  Mason,  on  village  lots  numbered  thirty-two  and  thirty-three,  ac- 
cording to  the  map  of  said  village  of  Mason,  in  township  number 
six  south,  in  range  six  west ;  and  further  report,  that  there  have 
not  been  any  improvements  made  upon  the  lots  given  for  county 
purposes  in  the  present  seat  of  justice  for  said  county. 

Given  under  our  hands  at  the  village  of  Mason,  in  said  county 
of  Branch,  this  25th  day  of  July,  1836. 

WILLIAM  H.  HOAG, 

CHARLES  GRANT,       )^  Commissioners. 

HIRAM  WIGHTMAN, 


(No-  9.) 

State  Treasurer's  Office,  ) 
Detroit,  January  7,  1837.     \ 

giK — From  repeated  applications  at  this  office  by  persons  from 
the  interior  counties  in  the  state  to  obtain  measures,  in  particu- 
lar to  be  sealed,  I  infer  that  the  several  counties  are  in  want  of 
suitable  standards  of  weights  and  measures. 

By  an  act  of  Congress  passed  June  14,  1836,  it  is  made  the 
duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  .the  United  States,  to 
procure  a  suitable  set  of  weights  and  measures,  *'  to  be  delivered 
to  the  (rovemor  of  each  state  in  the  Union,  or  such  person  as  he 
may  appoint,  for  the  use  of  the  states  respectively,  to  the  end 
that  an  uniform  standard  of  weights  and  measures  may  be  estab- 
lished throughout  the  Union." 

As  this  state  has  not  been  put  in  possession  of  the  necessary  sets 
of  weights  and  measures  under  the  act  of  Congress  referred  to 
above,  it  is  highly  important  that  means  should  be  taken  as  soon 
as  possible  to  furnish  each  county  with  tlie  proper  standard  of 
weights  and  measures,  so  that  the  people  in  each  county  may  pro. 
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cure  their  weidits  and  measures  to  be  sealed,  without  the  trouble 
and  expense  of  sending  to  this  office. 

I  am  induced  to  call  your  attention,  as  the  proper  medram 
through  whom  the  subject  may  be  laid  before  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives at  its  present  session,  and  I  would  respectfully  sug- 
gest the  propriety  of  authorizing  some  person  to  procure  the  re- 
quisite number  of  sets  of  weights  and  measures  to  furnish  each 
county  in  the  state,  and  an  appropriation  sufficient  to  meet  the 
expense. 

Very  respectfully, 

1  our  obedient  ser%'ant, 

HENRY  HOWARD,  Treasurer, 
To  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 


(No.  lO.) 

Office  of  the  St.  Clair  aivd  Rohbo  R.  R.  Co. 

January  10,  1837. 

To  the  Honorable  the  Senate  and 

House  of  Btpresentatives  of  the  State  of  Michigan  : 

The  President  and  Directors  of  the  St.  Clair  and  Romeo  rail- 
road company  respectfully 

REPORT: 

That  the  books  for  subscribing  to  the  capital  stock  of  this  com- 
pany, were  opened  in  all  of  the  month  of  June  last,  for  six  days 
in  each  of  the  places  named  in  the  charter,  viz :  Romeo,  Palmer 
and  Detroit,  when  the  whole  of  t^ie  stock  was  promptly  taken. 

The  company  was  organized  on  the  29th  of  June  last,  by  the 
election  of  seven  directors  and  the  appointment  by  them  of  a 
president  and  other  officers;  when  arrangements  were  immedi- 
ately made  for  procuring  instruments  necessary  iofc  a  survey  of 
the  route,  anJ  for  the  general  progress  of  the  worL 

As  soon  as  the  instruments  were  had,  which,  owing  to  the 
ffreat  demand  for  them,  was  unexpectedly  delayed  until  August, 
uie  survey  of  the  route  was  made  from  the  village  of  Palmer  to 
where  the  road  will  cross  the  Gratiot  turnpike,  found  to  be  very 
fevorable,  and  the  location  determined  for  nearly  the  whole  of  the 
distance  thus  surveyed.  Conflicting  interests  delayed  the  final 
location  of  the  road  across  the  turnpike,  but  the  directors  have 
pleasure  in  saying  that  this  matter  has  been  recently  settled  on 
terms  highly  ravorable  to  the  company. 

The  owners  of  the  land  througn  which  the  road  has  thus  far 
been  located,  have  ^ven  assurances  of  yielding  to  the  company 
the  necessary  quantity  of  land  free  of  charge,  and  in  some  in- 
stances, this  has  been  ahneady  done. 
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The  prubbing,  chopping  and  clearing  of  the  whole  width  of 
one  hundred  feet,  on  the  first  three  miles,  and  the  width  of  twenty 
feet  for  eight  miles  further,  were  put  under  contract  early  in  the 
fall,  and  are  now  nearly  completed. 

It  "was  found  that  the  greatest  share  of  excavation  and  embank- 
ment would  be  required  on  the  first,  second  and  ninth  miles,  (com- 
mencing at  the  village  of  Palmer  and  going  west,)  and  as  no  one 
could  be  found,  willing  to  undertake  the  work  at  a  stipulated  price, 
men  were  put  on  it  by  the  month,  and  a  large  share  of  the  gra- 
ding on  the  first  and  second  miles,  has  been  done,  and  the  ground 
is  now  nearly  ready  for  the  rails. 

By  reference  to  the  accompanying  affidavit  of  the  President 
and  Treasurer,  it  will  be  seen  that  me  expenditures,  up  to  the 
first  of  January  instant,  amount  to  86,207  57,  of  which,  $1,090  14, 
was  for  instruments,  surveying  and  engineering,  81,184,  for  chop- 
ping, grubbing  and  clearing,  83,547  47,  for  excavation  and  em- 
oankment  or  grading,  and  8345  96,  for  salary  of  secretary  and 
treasurer,  and  oflice  expenses. 

From  their  increased  experience,  and  the  facilities  aflTorded  by 
the  immediate  proximity  oi  material,  and  the  level  character  of 
the  country  through  which  the  road  will  pass,  the  directors  have 
no  hesitation  in  saying,  that  the  St  Clair  and  Romeo  railroad  will 
be  built  for  at  least  as  small  a  sum  as  any  railroad  of  the  same 
length  in  the  country ;  whilst  the  profits  that  vnl\  return  to  the 
stockholders  after  its  completion  will  only  be  exceeded  by  the^ 
great  gain  to  the  country  at  large,  affording,  as  it  will,  an  avenue 
to  and  from  market,  of  one  of  the  most  fertile  and  rapidly  settling 
sections  of  Michigan. 

By  order  of  the  Board  of  Directors. 

THOMAS  PALMER,  PresidenL 

Qfficb  of  the  St.  Clair  and  Robibo  R.  R.  Co. 

January  10,  1837. 

We,  the  undersigned,  Thomas  Palmer,  president,  and  H.  N. 
Monson,  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  St.  Clair  and  Romeo 
railroad  company,  being  duly  sworn  do  depose  and  say : 

That  the  amount  expended,  for  building  said  railroad,  up  to  the 
1st  of  January  instant,  including  grubbing  and  clearing,  Excava- 
tion and  embankment,  surveying  and  engineering,  and  for  salary 
of  secretary  and  office  expenses,  is,  (so  far  as  the  same  can  be 
now  audited  and  settled,)  six  thousand  two  hundred  and  seven 
dollars,  fifty-seven  cents,  (86,207  57.) 

THOMAS  PALMER,  President. 
H.  N.  MUNSON,  Secretary  and  Treasurer. 
Signed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  the  16th  day  of  January,  1837. 

H.  V.  DISBROW,  Juslice  of  the  Peace 

of  Wayne  county ^  JIf. 
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(No.  11.) 

Special  Bqport  of  the  Bank  CommisMoner. 

Resolved,  That  the  Bank  Commissioner  be  requested  to  fur- 
nish this  House  with  a  tabular  statement  of  the  returns  of  the 
several  banks  in  this  state  ;  which  shall  exhibit  the  amount  of 
capital  stock  paid  into  the  said  banks;  of  the  debts  due  the  same; 
of  the  moneys  deposited  therein ;  of  the  notes  in  circulation,  and 
of  the  specie  on  hand ;  and  such  other  information  relative  to  the 
affairs  of  said  banks  as  may  be  exhibited  by  said  returns. 

In  accordance  with  the  above  resolution  of  the  honorable  the 
House  of  Representatives,  I  have  the  honor  to  state,  that  a  full 
report  from  the  following  banks  has  been  prepared  in  a  tabular 
form,  and  is  now  in  the  hands  of  the  printer : 

The  Bank  of  Michigan,  Farmers'  and  Mechanics'  bank,  the 
Bank  of  the  River  Raisin,  the  Michigan  slate  bank,  the  Erie  and 
Kalamazoo  railroad  company's  bank,  and  the  bank  of  Ypsilanti. 

The  bank  of  Pontiac  has  made  returns,  which  are  now  in  the 
hands  of  the  committee  on  incorporations  of  the  House. 

The  bank  of  Tecumseh  has  made  but  partial  returns,  as  fol- 
lows I 

Capital  stock  called  in,  830,000  00 

Calls  not  paid,  5,750  00 

Specie,  17,145  00 

Notes  of  other  banks,  8,070  92 

Circulation,  8,500  00 

Deposites,  13,056  15 

The  Bank  of  Washtenaw  has  made  no  report,  nor  has  the  Bank 

of  Monroe. 

The  other  institutions  have  been  in  operation  too  short  a  time 
to  make  any  detailed  statement 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

MARSHAL  J.  BACON,  Bank  Commissicmer. 

Jan.  26,  1837. 


(No.  12,) 


Auditor  General's  Office,  ) 
Detroit,  1st  February ,  1837.    ) 

To  the  Hon.  the  Speaker 

of  the  House  of  Representatives : 

In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  30th  ultimo,  I  herewith 

subjoin  an  abstract  from  the  records  in  this  office  of  the  returns 
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« 

from  the  several  counties  which  have  complied  with  the  act  to 
provide  for  defraying  state  charges,  &c. 

Am't  of  aflsomneiiL 

Calhoun,  9912,434 

Jackson, 

Branch, 

Livingston, 

St  Joseph, 

Kalamazoo, 

Kent, 

Genesee,  321,869 

Hillsdale,  4,676 

Cass,  820,978 

St  Clair,  238,947 

814,720  81 
You  will  discover  from  the  above  exhibit  that  five  counties  only 
have  returned  the  aggregate  amount  of  assessment,  and  whether 
their  returns  comprehend  real  and  personal  estate,  I  cannot  say. 
The  counties  are  charged  with  the  amount  of  taxes  as  appears  by 
the  exhibit,  no  part  of  which,  however,  has  as  yet  been  paid  into 
the  treasury. 

I  am  not  in  possession  of  any  other  document  that  will  enable 
me  to  more  fully  comply  with  the  resolution. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Respectfully,  your  ob't  serv't, 

ROBERT  ABBOTT, 
Auditor  General. 


State  tax. 

82,281  08 

1,573  62 

890  36 

542  63 

1,529  18 

2,562  97 

993  30 

8,04  67 

114  00 

2,052  00 

1,377  00 

(No.  13.) 

Statement  of  the  affairs  of  the  Bank  of  Washtenaw,  February 

10,  1837. 

Notes  of  other  solvent  banks  on  hand,  89,085  00 

'      Specie,  13,329  34 

Bills  discounted,  155,320  47 

Funds  in  the  hands  of  our  agent  at  Lockport,  N.  Y., 

subject  to  sight  drafts,  10,104  10 

Funds  in  the  city  of  New  York,  subject  to  sight 

drafts,  9,715  34 

Funds  in  the  city  of  New  York  to  redeem  our  circu- 
lation, payable  there,  50,400  00 

Carried  forward,  • 
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Brought  forward,  • 

Funds  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  1,868  13 

Due  from  Bank  Of  Michigan,  1,650  08 

Due  from  Bank  of  Ypsilanti,  637  83 

Real  estate,  2,500  00 

Exchange  account,  8,173  00 

Contingent  expense  account,  5,357  31 

Dividends  paid,  ,      3,480  00 


9271,010  59 

Capital  stock  paid  in, 

•100,000  00 

Profit  and  loss. 

7,069  03 

Discounts  received. 

5,319  44 

Notes  in  circulation, 

134,670  00 

Due  to  Bank  of  River  Raisin, 

1,448  34 

Due  to  Farmers'  and  Mechanics'  bank. 

1,441  45 

Due  to  Bank  of  Monroe, 

56  53 

Suspense  account, 

78  00 

Individual  deposites. 

20,927  80 

•271,010  59 

Bank  of  Washtenaw, 

Ann  Arbor y  February  11,  1837. 

Sir — I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith,  a  statement  of 
the  condition  of  this  institution,  with  a  request  that  the  same  may 
be  laid  before  the  honorable  the  House  of  Representatives,  to- 
gether with  this  communication. 

This  statement  contains  all  the  information  (as  far  as  the  bank 
is  concerned,)  which  the  Bank  Commissioner  was  requested,  by 
a  resolution  of  the  House  of  the  25th  ultimo,  to  furnish. 

The  Commissioner  in  his  report  made  in  compliance  with  the 
resolution  referred  to  above,  was  pleased  to  say  that  ^  the  Bank 
of  Washtenaw  has  made  no  report,"  thereby  evidently  conveying 
the  idea,  whether  intended  or  not,  that  the  institution,  although  in 
duty  bound  to  do  so,  had  neglected  to  make  such  report. 

The  language  used  by  the  Commissioner  on  this  occasion  is 
well  calculated,  unexplained,  to  produce  an  unjust  and  conse- 
quently an  unfavorable  impression  upon  the  legislature  and  the 
public  at  large,  as  regards  the  condition  of  this  bank — to  guard 
against  which  and  to  place  the  matter  m  its  true  light,  is  the  par- 
ticular object  of  this  communication. 

If  the  Commissioner,  in  stating  the  fact  that  no  report  had 
been  made  to  this  bank,  had  stated  another  fact,  that  is,  that  it 
had  not  been  called  upon  for  a  report,  this  communication  would 
have  been  rendered  unnecessary. 
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But  inasmuch  as  he  has  not  thought  proper  to  make  the  expla- 
nation, it  becomes  my  duty  to  do  so.  A  request  from  him  for  a 
report  from  this  bank,  although  his  authority  to  require  one  is  not 
recognized,  would  have  met  with  respectful  attention,  and  as  a 
matter  of  courtesy,  cheerfully  complied  with. 

I  beg  permission,  very  respectfully  to  add,  that  a  copy  of  our 
semi-monthly  statement  was  forwarded  to  his  excellency  the  Go- 
vernor, on  tfie  8th  January — and  that  the  provision  in  the  char- 
ter of  this  institution  which  makes  it  the  duty  of  the  president  and 
cashier,  whenever  thereto  required,  to  furnish  to  the  legislature 
a  statement  of  its  condition,  wfll  at  any  time  and  all  times  be 
cheerfully  complied  with. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect. 
Your  most  obedient  servant, 

E.  J.  COBB,  Cashier. 
To  Charles  W.  Whipple,  Esq.  Speaker 

of  the  House  oj  Hqfreseniatives,  Detroit. 


(Na  U.) 

Communication  from  the  Bank  Commushner  in  reUoion  to  Re* 

port  (f  the  Bank  of  Washtenaw. 

Detroit,  Fd^ruary  15M,  1837. 

To  Mr.  CHAIUtBS  W.  WhippIiB, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Represenlatioes : 

My  attention  has  this  moment  been  called  to  a  communication 
presented  to  the  House,  from  the  cashier  of  the  Bank  of  Wash- 
tenaw ;  and  as  I  am  there  referred  to  in  my  official  capacity,  I 
would  respectfully  state : 

I  was  instructed  by  a  resolution  of  the  honorable  the  House 
of  Representatives,  to  report  certain  items,  making  up  the  liabili- 
ties and  resources  of  the  oanks  in  this  state.  In  compliance  with 
that  request,  I  made  such  returns  as  had  been  furnished  to  me, 
most  of  them  having  been  given  to  me  by  banks  over  which  I 
had  no  control.  To  all  the  banks,  except  the  Bank  of  Monroe,  I 
made  a  request  for  such  returns.  On  Tuesday,  the  lOth  of  Jan- 
uary last,  I  asked  Mr.  E.  J.  Cobb,  cashier  of  the  Bank  of  Wash- 
tenaw, in  his  office,  for  such  a  statement  As  would  enable  me  to 
include  that  institution  in  my  returns.  I  claimed  no  power  to 
demand  it,  but  requested  it  of  Mr.  Cobb,  and  he  then  informed 
me  that  he  would  make  up  his  statements,  and  would  send  me  a 
copy  at  Detroit  in  a  few  days.  I  waited  several  days,  before  I 
put  the  returns  in  the  hands  of  the  printer,  hoping  the  leturns  of 
the  Bank  of  Washtenaw  would  be  received.    My  object  was 
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two-fold ;  to  make  my  returns  complete,  and  to  show  the  public 
that  the  Bank  of  Washtenaw,  smce  it  oame  into  the  hands  of  the 
present  proprietors,  had  redeemed  its  reputation,  and  was  in  good 
repute  and  perfectly  sound. 

1  may  certainly  disclaim  any  intention  to  hold  out  the  idea  that 
the  Bank  of  Washtenaw  was  bound  to  report  to  me,  for  every 
member  of  tl^  legislature  knew  the  contrary  to  be  the  case. 

I  left  here  on  Monday,  the  9th,  for  Ann  Arbor;  the  Governor 
had  then  received  no  returns.  The  8th,  the  day  on  which  the 
cashier  says  he  forwarded  his  returns,  was  the  Sabbath* 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect, 

Your  humble  servant, 

MARSHAI.  J.  BACON, 

Bank  Commissioner. 


(No.  15.) 

Proporitian  offAe  Detroit  and  Pontiac  RaUroad  Ckmpcmy^^ 

To  his  Excellency  Stevens  T.  Mason^ 

Oovemor  of  the  State  of  Michigan : 

Sir — As  a  committee  appointed  by  thastockholders  of  the  De- 
troit and  Pontiac  railroad  company,  for  the  purpose  of  making 
propositioos  for  the  relinquishment  of  their  charter  to  the  state, 
we  would  respectfully  oner  to  do  so  upon  the  foUowing  condi- 
tions: 

Firstf  That  the  act  incorporatii^  said  railroad  company,  be  so 
amended  as  to  allow  the  Bank  of  Pontiac  to  enjoy  the  same 
privileges  as  it  does  in  its  present  connection  with  said  railroad 
charter. 

Second,  That  the  state  pay  to  the  treasurer  of  the  company 
the  amount  of  money  expended  in  the  construction  of  said  road, 
and  seven  per  cent  interest  thereon,  and  assume  all  contracts  not 
yet  completed. 

Third,  That '  the  road,  so  far  as  it  is  under  contract,  bei^g 
twelve  miles  and  forty-eight  rods,  shall  be  allowed  to  remain  as 
DOW  located. 

Fourth,  That  the  state  shall  cause  said  road  to  be  continued  to 
the  village  of  Pontiac,  within  two  years  from  the  date  of  the  re^ 
linquishment  of  the  charter. 

And  we  are  instructed  to  state  to  your  Excellency,  that  from 
what  estimates  have  been  made,  the  probable  entire  cost  of  the 
road,  including  cars  sufficient  to  put  it  in  operation,  will  not  ex- 
ceed one  hundred  and  twenty-five  thousand  dollars ;  about  twei> 
ty-five  thousand  of  which,  have  been  already  expended. 
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And  wc  are  furthar  instructed  io  state,  thai  in  case  the  legisla- 
ture should  deem  it  expedient  to  CTant  to  the  company  a  loan  of 
fifty  thousand  dollars  upon  a  pledge  of  the  stock,  together  with 
whatever  other  additional  security  the  state  may  require,  it  would 
better  meet  the  wishes  of  the  stockholders,  and  enable  them  mcMpe 
tmmedialely  to  complete  the  work. 

DANIEL  LE  ROY, 
G.  O.  WHITTEMORE. 


(No.  16.) 

Specud  Report  of  the  Bank  Commissioner,  pursncmt  to  instruct 
^  ^  tions  from  the  GovenJ. 

Detroit,  June  12,  1837. 

7b  Jiis  Excellency  STBVBira  T.  Mason, 

Governor  of  Michigan  : 

Sir — In  accordance  with  your  instructions,  I  have  visited  aB 
the  banking  institutions  in  the  state,  and  made  a  personal  exami« 
nation  into  their  affairs  ;  and  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  ac- 
compan3dng  statements  as  the  result  of  my  inquiries  into  their 
present  condition. 

It  is  due  to  the  banks  and  to  the  communitv  that  I  should  ex- 
press my  entire  conviction  of  their  general  solvency,  and  ability 
to  meet  their  existing  liabilities.  I  do  this  with  great  pleasure,  at 
(he  exhibits  of  their  present  situation  herewith  communicated  fully 
demonstrate,  that  the  banks  of  Michigan  were  under  no  necessity 
to  suspend  specie  payments,  except  as  a  measure  of  defence,  to 
protect  themselves  from  the  consequences  that  must  inevitably 
result  from  the  suspension  of  the  banks  in  New  York  and  else* 
where. 

I  will  also  take  occasion  to  say  that  every  facility  has  been  af> 
forded  me  by  the  officers  of  the  dififerent  banks  in  aid  of  my  in- 
vestigation, and  every  disposition  manifested  to  give  a  true  expo- 
sition of  their  affairs.    All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

Your  ob't  servant, 

(Signed)  E.  N.  BRIDGES,  Bank  Com. 

Bank  ofMichiga$ij  Detroit,  4"  Brandi  at  Kalamaxoo,  June  1, 1887. 
Bills  discounted,  8919,151  00 


Carried  forward, 
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Brought  forward* 

• 

Domestic  bUIs  of  exchange, 

416,815  d& 

Loans  on  guaranty  and  real  estate. 

73,442  47 

Advances  to  public  officers. 

6,472  85 

Banking-house,  (new) 

13,577  74 

J.  Ward  &  Co., 

5,198  29 

Albany  city  bank. 

88,067  95 

Fanners  and  mechanics'  bank,  Michigan, 

14,776  19 

Michi^n  state  bank, 
Branch  bank,  Michigan, 

4,948  40 

169,902  99 

Bank  of  Buffalo, 

4,923  23 

Bank  of  Geneva, 

8,499  50 

Bank  River  Raisin, 

10,015  70 

Ohio  life  and  trust  co.. 

292  51 

Clinton  bank, 

49  oa 

Branch  bank,  Chicago^ 

1,574  96 

Branch  bank,  Gralena, 

656  31 

Calhoun  county  bank. 

52  05 

Franklin  bank,  Cindnnati, 

308  72 

Bank  of  Washtenaw, 

1,275  52 

Fanners'  and  mechanics'  bank,  St.  Joseph, 

335  37 

Bank  <^  Auburn, 

1,011  17 

Ontario  branch  bank. 

2,463  76 

Bank  of  Cleveland, 

618  06 

Bank  of  the  metropolis, 

166  79 

Foreign  bank  notes, 

42,439  00 

Specie, 

107,393  92 

$1,894,428  91 

Capital  stock, 
Do.  branch  bank. 

•450  000  00 

50,000  00 

Discounts  received. 

20,261  70 

Fjrofit  and  loss, 

6,409  57 

CoQtingeot  fund, 

13,897  02 

Due  to  public  offices, 

2t,688  21 

Treasurer  U.  States, 

730,434  98 

Commercial  bank  Lake  Erie, 

4^647  55 

Bank  of  Osweco, 
Seneca  county  bctnk, 

900  00 

6,256  74 

Wisconsin  bank. 

305  51 

Bank  of  Ypailanti, 

1,884  04 

Bank  of  Norwalk, 

1,424  00 

Bank  of  Pontiac, 

750  93 

Maccxnb  county  bank. 

274  73 

Carried  forward. 
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Brought  forward. 

9 

Merchants'  bank,  (Boston,) 

790  20 

Bank  of  Rochester, 

530  19 

Erie  &  K.  R.  R.  hank, 

915  53 

Miami  export  co., 

440  00 

Deposites, 

234,555  01 

Circulation, 

345,063  00 

•1,804  428  91 

Statement  of  Ihe  Branch  Bank,  May 

20,  1837. 

Bills  discounted, 

8133,339  21 

Domestic  exchange, 

50,289  67 

Cash, 

Foreign  bills. 

4,611  00 

Specie, 

0,400  20 

Bank  of  Michigan,  special  account. 

50,000  00 

Furniture, 

2,173  49 

Farmers'  and  mechanics'  branch  bank. 

986  86 

New  banking-house. 

80  00 

Bank  of  Washtenaw, 

325  00 

•248,205  43 

Capital  stock. 

•50,000  00 

Discounts  received, 

2,451  37 

Profit  and  loss. 

2,241  07 

Expense  account, 

3,259  60 

Due  to  banks. 

Bank  of  Michigan, 

162,364  51 

Calhoun  county  bank, 

2,723  80 

Individual  deposites. 

10,212  99 

Circulation, 

14,922  00 

•248,205  43 
(Signed)  A.  G.  HAMMOND,  Ca$hi€r. 

Waune  County^  State  oj^  Michigan^  ss. 

H.  K.  Sanger,  cashier  of  the  Bank  of  Michigan,  having  been 
duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says,  that  the  within  is  a  true  statement 
of  the  funds  of  said  banL 

H.  K.  SANGER,  Cashier. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me, 

E.  N.  BRIDGES,  Bank  Cammissimer. 
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Farmers^  and  Mechanic^  Bcmk  of  Michigan^  Detroit,  and  Bank 

fur 


at  St  Joseph,  June  IH,  1837. 

Bills,  discounts  and  domestic  exchanges, 

Parent  office,  »802,811  34 

Branch,  204,668  96 


Real  estate, 
Branch, 

Expense  account, 
Due  from  banks, 
Branch, 


144281  02 
1,470  01 


232,161  00 
10,297  74 


•1,007,480  30 


J.  Norton,  cashier,  draft  returned 

for  specie,  10,000  00 


Forei^  bank  notes, 
Brancn, 

Specie, 
Branch, 

Items  as  cash. 


Capital  stock* 
Profits  on  hand. 
Branch, 

Treasurer  of  United  States, 
Public  officers. 
Dividends  unpaid. 
Due  to  banks. 
Branch, 

Circulation, 
Branch, 

Special  deposites. 
Individual  deposites. 
Branch, 

Bank  in  transitu. 


26,767  92 
27,901  00 

105,789  56 
8,514  62 


15,751  03 
3,314  15 


242,458  74 


10,000  00 


54,658  92 


114,30118 
12,009  71 


25,766  43 
7,551  35 


•1,459.977  03 
•400,000  00 


53,548  09 
1,288  61 

156,287  00 
133,300  00 


109,118  61 
39,362  08 


33,317  78 

483,284  75 

33,633  13 

774  50 


54,836  70 


289,587  00 
12,592  93 


148,480  69 
3,469  55 

•1,459,977  03 
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Wayne  County^  State  of  Michigan,  ts. 

John  Biddle,  president,  and  John  A.  Wells,  cashier  of  the  Far- 
mers' and  mechanics'  bank,  having  been  duly  sworn  to,  de]x>se  and 
say  that  the  above  is  a  true  statement  of  the  funds  of  said  bank. 
(Signed)      .  JOHN  BIDDLE,  President. 

♦  JOHN  A.  WELLS,  Cashier. 

Before  me,  this  12th  day  of  June, 

H.  H.  BROWN,  Notary  PtMic. 

Michigan  State  Bank,  DetroityJune  10,  1837. 

Assets. 


BiDs  discounted, 

Real  estate. 

Expense  account. 

Doe  from  other  banks, 

Foreign  notes, 

Specie  on  hand, 

Items  in  transitu. 

State  of  Michigan, 

Deposites  in  New  York  and  Albany, 

Stock  owned  by  bank. 


Capital  stock. 

Profit  and  loss, 

Internal  improvement  fund. 

Due  to  banks, 

Circulation, 

Dividends  unpaid, 

Individual  deposites, 


Liabilities. 


$258,140  63 
8,306  84 
888  17 
80^123  43 
38,803  00 
33,220  00 
16,226  21 
18,788  07 
77,496  14 
32,592  50 

•514,529  49 


•200,000  00 
13,244  37 
118,656  40 
28,009  95 
98,104  00 
217  50 
56,297  18 

•514,529  49 


R  H.  STEVENS,  President. 


(Signed) 
John  Norton,  Jr.,  Cashier. 

State  of  Michigan^  Wayne  County ,  ss. 

On  the  12th  day  of  June,  1837,  personally  came  before  me 
F.  H.  Stevens,  pi:esident,  and  John  Norton,  Jr.,  cashier  of  the 
Michigan  state  bank,  and  being  by  me  duly  sworn,  depose  and 
say,  that  the  foregoing  statement  by  them  subscribed,  is  a  full  and 
true  account  of  the  funds  and  jproperty  of  said  bank,  and  a  full  and 
true  statement  of  the  affairs  of  said  bank. 

(Signed)  A.  TEN  EYCK,  Notary  PtMic, 

in  and  for  Wayne  county. 
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Bank  <^St.  Clabr,  Moff  10, 1887. 

Capital  stock,  «20,000  00 

Qrculation,  37,007  00 

Deposites,  1,806  7 

Discounts  and  exchanges,                               %  191,049  19 


. 

859,862  26 

Bills  discounted  and  receivable, 

•88,441  19 

Expense  account,  personal  property,  bank  fund  and 

taxes, 

1,477  17 

BuffiJo  agency. 

870  06 

Detroit  agency, 
Bills  of  other  banks. 

6,820  40 

1,574  02 

Cash  items, 

71  23 

Specie, 

■ 

10,608  17 

•59,862  25 

The  liabilities  of  the  directors  are  four  thousand  four  hundred 
and  fifty-six  dollars  and  seventy-five  cents.-— (^4,456  75.) 

State  ofMichigany  County  of  8U  Ckdr^  98. 

I,  Wesley  Truesdail,  cashier  of  the  Bank  of  St  Clair,  being  duly 
sworn,  do  depose  and  say,  that  the  for^zoing  statement  is  correct 
to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  belieL 

WESLEY  TRUESDAIL. 
Subscribed  and  sworn,  this  seventeenth  day  of  May,  1837 
before  me, 

N.  TOMLINSON,  J.  P. 

Statement  of  the  affaxra  of  the  Bank  ^  Pontine^  June  dth,  1837. 

Bills  discounted  and  domestic  exchange,  ^105,725  29 

Banking-house  furniture. 

Due  from  banks. 

Funds  in  Buffalo, 

Items  counted  as  cash, 

Due  from  the  Detroit  and  Pontiac  railroad  company, 

Over-drafts 

Notes  of  other  banks. 

Specie, 


Capital  stock  paid  in. 

Carried  forward. 


356  50 

5,994  31 

5,891  02 

6,000  00 

,      8,315  40 

3,560  00 

81  00 

7,092  00 

•143,015  52 

•99,225  00 
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Brought  forward)  • 

Profits  on  hand,  5,080  87 

Due  to  banks,  606  20 

Individual  deposites,  3,675  84 

Notes  in  circulation,  34,477  61 


8143,01*5  52 

Stale  of  Michigan^  Oakkmd  CouiUy,  ss, 

I,  the  undersigned,  cashier  of  the  Bank  of  Pontiac,  do  swear, 
that  the  foregoing  statement  is  substantially  correct,  and  a  true 
exhibit  of  the  affidrs  of  this  institution,  as  I  verily  believe. 
(Signed)  SHERMAN  STEVENS,  Cashier 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me,  this  ninth  day  of  June, 
1837 

WM.  S.  HENDERSON,  Juttice  of  the  Peace. 

Bank  of  Clinton,  May  26,  1837. 

Gash— Specie,  #10,589  61 

Office,  2,000  00 

Foreign,  7,000  00 


Bills  discounted. 

30,040  66 

Expense  account. 

711  50 

Farmers'  and  Mechanics'  bank  of  Michigan, 

8,440  34 

Michigan  state  bank. 

75  00 

Bank  of  Washtenaw, 

150  00 

Bank  of  Geneva, 

254  60 

Funds  at  Bufialo, 

6,102  47 

Funds  at  Bath, 

2,650  00 

968,023  47 

Capital  stock, 

•20,000  00 

Office  notes  issued. 

42,900  00 

Discount  record, 

564  26 

Exchange, 

581  58 

Certificates, 

1,086  65 

Deposites, 

2,890  98 

#68,023  47 

Liabilities  of  directors,  #10,596  83. 

State  of  Michigan^  County  of  Lenawee,  ss. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  this  27th  day  of  May, 
1837.  JOHN  SMITH,  J.  R 

75 
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The  above  is  a  trae  statement  of  the  Bank  of  GKnton. 

(Signed)  E.  SMITH,  Prtift. 

A.  H.  McCiiVRB,  TeUer. 

Bank  of  River  Raisin,  May  24,  1837. 

Billsi  discounted  and  domestic  exchanges,  9296,039  65 

Real  estate,  8,408  50 
Due  from  banks  in  the  cities  of  New  York  and 

Albany,  31,353  66 

Due  from  other  banks^  20,095  72 

Bank  notes  on  hand,'  5,694  00 

Specie,  22,896  26 

Cash  items,  2,350  00 

Over-drafts,  4,982  06 


•391329  85 


Capital  stock  paid  in,  9150,000  00 

Profits  on  hand,  6,195  16 

Due  to  banks,  32,395  99 

Deposites,  37,102  70 

CircukLtbn,  164,136  00 


#391,829  85 
The  amount  of  loans,  discounts  and  endorsements  of  the  direc- 
tors, is  942,717  26. 

(Signed)  A.  E.  WING,  Pre^t. 

N.  R.  Haskell,  Cash?r. 

State  of  Michigan,  County  of  Monroe,  ss. 

Be  It  known,  that  on  this  29th  day  of  May,  A.  D.,  1837,  per* 
sonally  came  before  me,  Austen  E.  Wing,  president  and  Norman 
R.  Haskell,  cashier,  of  the  Bank  of  River  Raisin,  and  made  oath 
that  the  within  is  a  true  statement  of  the  affairs  of  said  bank, 
according  to  the  best  of  their  knowledge  and  belief. 

(Signed)  CARLOS  COLTON,  Notary  PMic. 

Statement  of  the  Erie  and   Kalamazoo  Railroad   Bank,  25tt 

May,  1837. 

Due  from  banks  in  Albany,  97,667  54 

Due  from  banks  in  Buf&lo,  5,712  12 

Due  froni  other  banks,  2,807  20 

Specie,  9141  59 

Notes  of  other  banks,  1,141  00 


Carried  forward,  9 
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Brought  forward, 
Loans  and  discounts. 
Expenses, 
Bank  fund, 
Over-drafts, 

595 

• 

140,716  79 
44  10 
93  75 
16  00 

f  168,180  09 

Capital  paid  in, 

Circulation* 

Due  to  banks, 

Profits  and  loss  and  discounts, 

Unpaid  dividends, 

Deposites, 

•65,600  00 

85,435  00 

1,716  15 

2,674  29 

1,188  75 

11,563  90 

•168,180  09 

The  total  liabilities  of  the  directors  as  makers  and  endorsers  on 
loans  and  discounts,  are  ^38,224  18. 

I,  Philo  C.  Puller,  cashier  of  the  Erie  and  Kalamazoo  railroad 
bank,  at  Adrian,  being  duly  sworn,  do  declare  that  the  foregoing 
statements  are  correct  and  true,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and 
belief 

PHILO  C.  FULLER. 
State  ^  MichigarL 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  this  25th  day  of  May,  1837,  before  me, 

MILTON  W.  HALSEY. 
Notary  Public  of  Lenawee  county ^  state  aforesaid. 

Bank  of  Ypsilantij  June  6, 1837. 

Liabilities. 

Capital  stock  paid  in,  #50,000  00 

Profit  and  loss,  3,745  81 

Ofiice  notes  in  circulati(Mi,  87,768  00 

fadividual  deposites,  11,687  46 

Due  to  other  banks,  1,197  58 


•154,398  80 


Resources. 

Bills  discounted. 

•98,890  47 

Bank  fund, 

50  00 

Incidental  expense. 

1,860  78 

Doe  from  Buffalo  a^ncy, 
Doe  from  other  banks, 

•13,705  75 

8,786  75 

Specie  on  hand, 

14,898  47 

Carried  forward. 
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Brought  forward,  $ 

Notes  of  other  banks,  914,723  00 

Items  counted  as  cash,  6,478  75        53,597  55 


$154,398  80 
The  loans  made  to  directors,  are  95,729. 

Washtenaw  County y  ss. 

Personally  appeared  before  me  this  6th  day  of  June,  1837, 
David  Ballantine,  cashier  of  the  Bank  of  Ypsilanti,  and  made  oath 
that  the  above  statement  was  true,  according  to  the  best  of  his 
knowledge  and  belief. 

ABRAHAM  VOORHIES,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

Statement  of  ike  Bank  of  Constantme^  June  Ith^  1837. 


Bills  discounted. 
Real  estate,  banking  ho 
Balances  due  from  othc 
Expense  account, 
Notes  of  other  banks, 
Specie, 

»use  and  lot,  . 
T  banks, 

profit  and  loss, 

•14,639  75 

1,422  22 

4,532  53 

411  50 

4,804  00 

13,983  94 

• 

•39,793  94 

Capital  paid  in, 

Deposites, 

Notes  in  circulation. 

Discounts  received  and 

•20,000  00 

5,007  37 

13,913  37 

273  57 

•39,793  94 

Charles  A.  Hopkins,  cashier  of  the  Bank  of  Constantine,  being 
duly  sworn  says,  that  the  above  statement  is  a  true  exhibit  of 
the  affairs  of  said  bank. 

CHAS.  AUG.  HOPKINS,  Cashier. 

Constantine^  June  7,  1837. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  this  8th  day  of  June, 

A     T\     1Q37 

WILLIAM  C.  PEASE,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

Calhoun  County  Bank^  June  3,  1837. 

Due  from  other  banks,  •!  1,093  69 

Specie,  6^259  33 

Notes  of  other  banks,  14,443  00 

Bills  receivable,  22,337  00 


Carried  forward,  • 
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Expeases, 


Brought  forward. 


Capital  paid  in» 

Circulation, 

Deposites, 


2,926  39 

$56,059  61 

•20,000  00 

28,327  00 

7,732  61 


•56,059  61 

The  liabilities  of  the  directors  as  makers  are  twenty-one  hun- 
dred and  forty  dollars,  and  as  endorsers  eight  thousand  five  hun- 
dred and  sixty  dollars — ^in  all,  ten  thousand  seven  hundred  dol- 
lars, (»10,700  00.) 

I,  William  V.  Porter,  cashier  of  the  Calhoun  county  bank  at 
Marshall,  being  duly  sworn,  do  declare  the  foregoing  statements 
are  correct  and  true,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  belief. 

WILLIAM  V.  PORTER,  Caxhkr. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to  before  me  this  3d  day  of  June,  1837. 

MARVIN  PRESTON,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

A  Statement  of  the  affairs  of  the  Bank  of  WasMenaw,  2StIi 

May,  1837. 

Resources. 

•157,814  45 


Bills  discounted, 
do.  in  suit. 

Exchange  account — 
L.  A.  Spalding, 
N.  J.  Brown, 
D.  B,  Brown, 

Cash — specie, 

Notes  of  other  banks, 

Real  estate, 

Contingent  expense  account. 
Brown,  Buckland  Sl  Co.,  Buffalo, 
Green,  Brount  &  Co.,  New  York, 
Due  from  other  banks, 


19,923  90 


22,688  00 

10,000  00 

3,500  00 

2,398  32 
5,820  00 


•177,738  35 


36,188  00 


8,218  82 
2,520  00 
6,538  84 
5,051  00 
796  13 
1,677  61 

•238,708  25 


Capital  stock. 


liabilities. 


•100,006  00 


Carried  forward. 
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Brought  forward,  $ 

Discounts  received,  6,865  30 

Profit  and  loss,  3,520  62 

Circulation,  104,201  00 

Due  to  other  banks,  4,408  00 

L.  A.  Spalding,  18,602  66 

Deposites,  6,120  67 

•238,708  26 
State  of  Mkhigany  Washtenaw  County y  ss. 

I,  William  S.  Maynard,  president  of  the  Bank  of  Washtenaw, 
being  duly  swcnrn,  do  depose  and  say,  that  the  foregoing  statement 
is  true  and  correct  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  belief. 
(Signed)  WILLIAM  S.  MAYNARD. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  before  me, 

N.  R.  RAMSDELL,  Notary  Public. 

Statement  of  the  affmrs  of  (he  Bank  of  Macomb  County^  8th 

June,  1837. 

Bills  discounted  and  domestic  exchange,  $59,165  16 

Cash  items,  835  80 

Due  from  other  banks,  1,523  23 

Notes  of  other  banks,  3,863  00 

Over-drafts,  682  87 

Specie,  5,261  65 

•71,331  71 


Capital  stock  paid  in,  923,080  00 

Deposites,  2,583  00 

Profits,  495  71 

Circulation,  45,173  00 


•71,331  71 


Nine  Directors*  liabilities,  •6,500. 
State  of  Michigan^  County  of  Macomb^  ss. 

We,  the  undersigned,  president  and  cashier  of  the  Bank  of  Ma- 
comb county,  do  swear  that  the  foregoing  statement  is  a  true  ex- 
hibit of  the  affairs  of  this  institution. 

^igned)  JNO.  STOCKTON,  Pre^t. 

C.  A.  Emerson,  CasKr. 

Bank  of  Tecumseh,  May  25,  1837. 
Bills  discounted,  $45,939  47 

Hi 

Carried  forward,  • 
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Brought  forward,  f 
Due  from  other  banks, 

Merchants'  exchange  bank,  N*  Y.,  9255  27 

Bank  of  Troy,  7  50 

F.  &  M.  bank,  Detroit,  1  50 

M.  &  F.  bank,  Albany,  1,464  68 

1,788  95 

Calls  of  stock  unpaid,  4,530  00 

Profit  and  loss,  1,348  08 

Cash— Specie,  12,863  88 

Bills  of  other  banks,  2,835  00 

Items  counted  as  caab»  115  00 


15,913  88 

•60,356  28 

Capital  stock,  $30,000  00 

Due  to  banks,  &c., 

Lockport  bank,  3  25 

River  Raisin  &  G.  R.  R.  R.  co.,  2,837  37 

Palmyra  &  Jackson  R.  R.  co.,  2  37 

Erie  and  Kalamazoo  R.  R.  bank,  660  20 

Michigan  state  bank,  1,024  52 

Bank  of  River  Raisin,  58  79 


4,59&  50 

Individual  deposites,  8,429  78 

Circulation,  26,331  00 

869,356  28 

Each  director  of  the  bank  is  required  by  the  charter  to  ^ve 
good  and  sufficient  bonds  in  the  sum  of  10,000  dollars  as  collate* 
ral  security  to  ^he  bill-holder  for  the  ultimate  redemption  of  itsis* 
sues.  The  stock  of  the  River  Raisin  and  Grand  river  railroad — 
capital  $1,500,000 — ^is  also  pledged  for  the  liquidation  of  its  lia« 
bilities. 

State  of  Michiganj  County  of  Lenawee^  ss. 

I,  Stillman  Blanchard,  president  of  the  Bank  of  Tecumseh,  be* 
ing  duly  sworn,  do  depose  and  say  that  the  foregoing  statement  \» 
true  and  correct  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  oelief. 

(Signed)  S.  BLANCHARD,  Pre^t  T.  Bank. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  this  the  27th  day  of  May,  1887. 

(Signed)  CHARLES  HEWITT,  /.  P. 
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(No.  17.) 

Communication  from  the  Regents  of  the  University^ 

Detroit,  June  13»  1837. 

To  the  Speaker  of  the  Housis  of  Representatives : 

Sir — As  a  member  of  the  board  of  Regents  of  the  University 
of  Michigan,  1  have  been  instructed  to  ask  of  the  legislature  the 
following  amendments  to  the  act  providing  for  the  government  of 
that  institution: 

1.  An  amendment  to  the  act  so  as  to  invest  the  board  of  Re* 
gents  with  power  to  elect  the  chancellor,  and  prescribe  his  duties. 

2.  To  amend  the  act  so  as  to  make  the  Governor  of  the  state 
president  of  the  board,  and  in  his  absence  to  authorize  the  Regents 
to  elect  a  president  pro.  tem.' 

3.  To  invest  the  board  with  power  to  create  such  professor- 
ships in  the  university  as  they  may  deem  proper,  and  to  establish 
branches  at  their  discretion. 

The  first  amendment  requested  is  asked  in  consideration  of 
the  fact,  that  the  board  of  Regents  are  satisfied  from  the  informa- 
tion they  have  received,  that  it  was  the  intention  of  the  legisla- 
ture to  confer  upon  them  the  power  of  electing  the  chancellor  of 
the  universitVi  and  as  a  necessary  consequence,  that  they  should 
have  the  authority  to  prescribe  his  duties. 

They  have  been  induced  to  ask  the  second  amendment  from 
suggestions  which  have  occurred  to  them  in  the  course  of  their 
deHberations  upon  the  form  of  government  best  adapted  to  the  suc- 
cess of  the  institution. 

The  third  amendment  is  desired  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  the 
Regents  to  exercise  a  sound  discretion  in  multiplying  professor- 
ships and  establishing  branches  as  rapidly  as  the  interest  of  the 
university  will  demand  or  its  funds  permit. 

At  present  no  such  power  can  be  exercised  without  an  appeal 
to  the  legislature,  and  it  is  thought  it  will  readily  occur  to  that 
body  that  the  Regents  might  be  with  safety  vested  with  an  au- 
thority which  must  be  controlled  by  contingencies,  and  which  will 
be  guided  by  the  interest  of  the  public  in  its  execution. 

I  have  to  request,  sir,  that  you  will  submit  these  suggestions  to 
the  body  over  which  you  preside,  and  respectfully  to  ask  their 
sanction  of  them  at  as  early  a  day  as  practicable,  the  board  of 
Regents  having  been  compelled  to  suspend  their  deliberations  until 
such  amendments  are  made  to  the  law  organizing  the  University 
of  Michigan,  as  are  here  suggested. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

Your  ob't  servant, 

STEVENS  T.  MASON. 
Committee  on  part  of  the  Regents, 
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TO  THE  REGULAR  SESSION  OF  1837. 


A. 

Pago. 

Adjournment — hour  to  which  House  shall  stand  adjourned,      30 
Chanced,  150  209 

Of  I&use  of  Representatives  423 

Absence — leave  of,  granted  to  Messrs.  Munger  45,  Bur- 
bank,  Ralph  and  Brov^n,  50 ;  Foote,  52  ;  Butler,  63 
Finch,  64 ;  Gilbert,  69 ;  Eldred  and  Ward,  85 
Monfore  and  Martin,  86 ;  Felch,  95 ;  Calkin,  112 
Brown,  Haskins  and  Wing,  149 ;  Cressey,  169  ;  Pur- 
dy  and  Munger,  181 ;  Brown,  Lothrop,  Alden  and 
Calkin,  201;  Job  Smith,  202  208;  Butler,  211; 
Kellogg,  218  ;  Martin,  228  ;  Ralph,  Shattuck  and, 
Gilbert,  237 ;  Clerk  H.  R.,  243 ;  Jos.  Smith,  245 ; 
Brown  and  McGafiey,  250 ;  Ballard,  Felch  and 
Wing,  253  ;  Kingsley  and  Cressey,  255 ;  Haskins, 
Wisner,  Cressey  and  Sergeant-at-Arms,  259-60 ; 
Foote,  272 ;  Yerkes,  294 ;  Munger,  Martin  and 
Calkin,  297j  Almy,  307  ;  Finch,  311  ;  Farrington 
and  Brown,''327 ;  kellogg,  360 ;  Ralph,  363 

Auditor  General — Report,  28 

Communications  from,  103  176  224  360 

B. 

Bank  of  Monroe,  (see  '^Resolutions,*^ 

Commissioner,  communications  from,  141  228 

Of  Washtenaw,  statements  from,  208  297  302 

Farmers'  and  mechanics',  statement  from,  268  272 

Of  Michi^n,  communication  from,  422 

Of  River  Kaisin,  statement  from,  302 

Brady  Guards,  communication  from,  289 

Bridges,  Edward  N.,  appointed  Baidc  Commissioaer,  367 

76 
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\J    Barber,  John  M.,  nominatioQ  for  Commissioner  of  Board 

of  Internal  Improvement  confirmed,  409 

Burdick,  Justus,  ditto,  411 

House  bills — to  amend  the  several  acts  concerning  the  su- 
preme and  circuit  courts  and  court  of  chancery 
of  the  state  of  Michi^n,  reported,  54 ;  proceea- 
ings  had,  190;  passed  11.  R.  190 

To  authorize  the  administrators  of  Israel  Owen,  late 
of  the  county  of  Monroe,  to  make  and  execute  a 
deed  of  certEuxi  real  estate,  reported,  56 ;  proceed- 
ings had,  67 ;  passed  H.  R.  67 

To  authorize  Morris  S.  Hutchins  to  convey  certain 
land,  proceedings  hadt  63  ;  passed  H.  R.  65 

To  incorporate  the  village  of  Uoldwater,  in  the  county 

-  of  Branch,  reported,  68 ;   proceedings  had,  76  78 
95  209  217  ;  passed  H.  R.  90 

To  repeal  so  much  of  the  second  section  as  relates 
to  the  rate  of  interest  of  an  act,  <tc.  to  authorize 
the  board  of  supervisors  of  certain  counties  therein 
named  to  borrow  certain  sums  of  money,  and^  for 
other  purposes,  introduced  on  leave,  71 ;  passed 
H.  R.  7« 

To  authorize  the  board  of  supervisors  of  the  county  of 
Lapeer  to  ban  a  certain  sum  of  money,  introduced 
on  leave,  72;  proceedings  had,  100  185  141  245; 
passed  H.  R.  102  277 

To  organize  the  county  of  Van  Buren,  introduced  on 
leave,  78 

To  incorporate  the  Michigan  wool  growing  and  man- 
ufadurinff  company,  introduced  on  leave,  79 ;  pro- 
ceedings had,  162  285  848 

To  vacate  t^e  present  seat  of  justice  of  the  county  of 
Befrien  and  to  establish  the  same  at  the  village  of 
Berrien,  in  said  county,  reported,  79 ;  proceedings 
had,  102  106  244 ;  Y)assed  H.  R.  277 

To  authorize  the  supervisor  and  township  clerk  of 
Marshall  to  levy  a  tax  on  property  assessed  therein 
in  1836,  reported,  86;  proceedings  had,  110  171  ; 
passed  H.  K.  138 

To  authorize  Abigail  Shumway  tp  convey  certain 
lands,  introduced  on  leave,  99  ;  proceedings  had,  110  141 

To  authorize  the  Governor  to  appoint  a  private  secre- 
tary, introduced  on  leave,  90 ;  proceedings  had,  110 
112;  passed  H.  R.  133-4 

To  legalize  the  organization  of  the  county  of  Shia- 
wassee, introduced  on  leave,  100 ;  passed  H,  R.         100 
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House  Bills — To  regulate  the  interest  of  money,  proceed- 
ings had,        103-6-7  142-6-7-8  163-7  171-4  198-0  220 

Authorizing  and  requiring  the  board  of  supervisors 
of  Lenawee  county  to  build  a  fire-proof  register's 
office,  reported,  104  ;  proceedings  had,  160 

To  amend  an  act  entitled,  &c.  to  provide  for  establish- 
ing seats  of  justice,  reported,  105 

To  organize  the  counties  of  Van  Buren  and  Eaton,  re- 
ported, 105  ;  proceedings  had,  207 

To  incorporate  the  Lenawee  county  mutual  insurance 
company,  introduced  on  leave,  109;  proceedings 
had,  131   150-4-8  168;  passed  FI.  R.  169 

Providing  for  judgments  recorded  and  filed  in  the 
clerk's  office,  a  lien  upon  real  estate,  introduced 
on  leave,  109;  proceedings  had,  155 

To  provide  for  taking  the  census,  reported  105  ;  pro- 
ceedings had,  155  186  343,  passed  H.  R.  250  374 

^Forthe  regulation  of  internal  improvement  and  for  the 
appointment  of  a  board  of  commissioners,  reported 
132,  proceedings  had,  108-4-6  205-6  381-2-7  ;  pass- 
ed, H.  R.  206 

To  authorize  the  people  of  this  state  to  extinguish  by 
purchase  the  charter  of  the  Detroit  and  St  Joseph 
railroad  co.,  and  for  other  purposes,  reported  135; 
proceedings  had,  180-4  218  222-3  225-6-8  237-8 
240-2  247-8  352  356-7   369 ;  passed  H.  R.        247,  877 

To  provide  for  the  equalization  of  taxes,  reported  137, 
proceedbfi^s  had  138 

To  provide  lor  keeping  records  of  land  sold  for  school 
taxes,  reported  138,  proceedings  had  155,  passed 
H.  R.  167 

To  provide  for  a  geological  survey  of  the  state,  report- 
ed 138  ;  proceedings  had  153-4  ;  passed  H,  R.  157 

Amendatory  to  an  act  entitled  'An  act  to  provide  for 
the  assessment  and  collection  of  township  and  coun- 
ty taxes,  reported  138;  proceedings  had  155  174 
211  220  225  267  275-9  280  343;  passed  H.  R.  303  362 

To  incorpcK'ate  the^stockholdprs  of  the  Lapeer  county 
bank,  motion  for  leave  not  granted,  1 39 

To  amend  an  act  entitled  "An  act  to  incorporate  the 
Michigan  state  bank,"  reported  143 ;  proceedings 
had,  169  270  281-6  303-4 

For  the  relief  of  Samuel  A.  Bartlett  and  I^emuel  Col- 
bath,  reported;  143;  proceedings  had,  154  17^  S07 

To  incorporate  the  Pontiac  and  Huron  ri\^r  can^l 
CO.  reported,  143 ;  proceedings  had,  201  213  249  * 
250  267  ;  passed  H.  R.  285 
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House  Bills — ^To  incorporate  tlie  Detroit  and  Pontiac  turn- 
pike co.,  reported,  144;  proceedings  had,  170  217 
224  246-7  250-1-6 ;  passed  H.  R.  261 

To  organize  and  regulate  banking  associations,  report- 
ed, 144;  proceedings  had,  1 84-5-8-9  195  197  200 
216  818;  passed  H.  R.  314 

Authorizing  a  loan  of  a  sum  not  exceeding  85,000,000, 
reported,  144;  proceedings  had,  180-4-7  201  ;  pas- 
sed H.  R.  '      201  898 

Incorporating  the  village  of  White  Pigeon,  reported 
149 ;  proceeding  had,  284 

Appointing  commissioners  to  lay  out  and  establish  a 
road  from  Dexter  to  Lydhs,  reported,  149 ;  proceed- 
ings had,  168  174 

To  incorporate  the  village  of  Pontiac,  reported,  150 ; 
proceedings  had,  249  254  263  367;  passed  H.  R.  272  324 

To  incorporate  the  Michigan  mutual  fire  insurance  co., 
reported,  150;  proceedings  had,  175  218  222; 
passed  H.  R.  284  870 

To  amend  an  act  entitled  *^An  act  to  authorize  judges 
of  probate  to  grant  license  to  sell  the  real  estate  of 
minors  and  omers,"  proceedings  had,  153;  passed 
H.  R.  158 

To  provide  for  the  election  of  state  officers,  f  eported, 
157;  proceedings  had,  212  276  319:    passed   H. 
R.  822  885 

To  amend  an  act  entitled  **  An  act  to  extend  Fort  street 
in  the  city  of  Detroit  until  it  intersects  the  road  lead- 
ing from  Detroit  river  to  Dearbomville,  reported, 
157  ;  proceedings  had,  201  212 ;  passed  H.  R.  217; 
other  proceedings,  244  893 

To  provide  for  the  location  of  seats  of  justice,  report- 
ed, 161 ;  proceedings,  198 

To  organize  the  township  of  Oronoka,  introduced  on 
leave,  162 

To  provide  for  recording  patents  for  land,  and  for  other 
purposes,  reported  172;  proceedings  had,  213  216 

To  annex  certain  towns  in  the  county  of  Oakland  to 
Livingston  and  Genesee  counties,  reported,  172 

To  incorporate  the  Michigan  insurance  and  loan  com- 
pany, introduced  on  leave,  178;  proceedings  had, 
203 ;  indefinitely  postponed,  843 

To  incorporate  the  Adrian  and  Coldwater  turnpike 
company,  introduced  oa  leave,  174 ;  proceedings 
had,  270  295  ;  passed  H.  R.  296  370 

To  vacate  the  seat  of  justice  of  Branch  county  and 
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to  establish  the  same  at  Coldwater  village  in  said 
county,  reported,  179 ;  prooeedings  had,  192  222 
232  253  ;  passed  H.  R.  254-5 ;  title  chabged  and 
passed,  ^  331 

To  incorporate  the  Bloomiield  roali  company,  reported, 
179  ;  proceedings  had,  217  223 

Authorizing  the  construction  of  certain  dams  therein 
named,  reported,  179;  proceedings  had,  210  213: 
passed  H.  R.  218  ;  other  proceedings,  316  322  330  385 

To  vacate  the  present  seat  of  justice  of  Hillsdale, 
and  providing  for  a  relocation  of  the  same,  reported, 
183  ;  proceedings  had,  264  270 

To  incorporate  the  Ypsilanti  and  Flat  rock  canal  and 
navigation  company,  reported,  183 ;  proceedings 
had,  394 

To  authorize  the  draining  of  certain  lands,  reported, 
186 ;  proceedings  had,  213  243  306 

Granting  to  Norman  Nash  and  Nicholas  Agrault  the 
risht  to  keep  and  maintain  a  ferry  across  the  St 
Clair  river,  reported,  197;  proceedings  had,  234 
260  280  294 ;  passed  H.  R.  301 ;  other  proceed- 
ings, 359  383  387 

To  incorporate  the  Grand  river  and  Saginaw  canal 
company,  introduced  on  leave,  198 

To  incorporate  the  Grand  rapids  bridge  company,  in- 
troduced on  leave,  198 ;  proceedings  had,  277 ; 
passed  H.  R.  292  380 ;  returned  by  Grovemor  with 
objections,  400-1 

To  amend  an  act  entitled  **  An  act  to  provide  for  the 
public  and  necessary  expenses  in  the  respective 
counties  in  this  territory,'*  reported,  204 

For  the  organization  and  support  of  primary  schools, 
reported,  264 ;  proceedings  had,  223  2'S7  286  337  338 

To  legalize  the  proceedings,  and  incorporate  the  Dun- 
dee hydraulic  company,  introduced  on  leave,  205 ; 
proceedings  had,  219  234  271  272 

To  amend  an  act  entitled  ^  An  act  to  extend  Jefferson 
avenue  to  the  intersection  of  the  Grosse  point  road 
on  Lake  St.  Clair,"  213  379  ;  passed  H.  R.  377 

To  amend  an  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  organize  the  mili- 
tia," reported,  214 

Authorizing  the  construction  of  a  ship  canal  around 
the  Falls  of  St  Marie,  reported,  214  ;  proceedings 
had,  233  238  239  240 ;  passed  H.  R.  247 

To  provide  for  the  organization  and  government  of 

the  university  of  Michigan,  reported,  219 ;    pro-  ^^ 

ceedings  had,  242-3-4 ;  passed  H.  R,   .^S   ^-^    ^^^  351  ^^^ 

•    ]  V'/ 
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Houae  Bills — To  incorporate  the  Gibraltar  and  CiiotoD 
railroad  company,  reported,  225 ;  proceedings 
had,  256  262  267 

For  the  relief  of  John  Goodrich,  reported,  225 ;  pro- 
ceedings had«  270  305  ;  passed  H.  R.  326 

Granting  to  Thomas  Palmer  and*  others,  the  right  to         i 
keep  and  maintain  a  ferry  across  the  river  St  Clair 
at  Palmer,  reported,  227;   proceedings  had,  267 
296  804  311  ;  passed  H.  R.  321  3W 

To  amend  an  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  incorporate  the 
Michigan  and  Huron  institute,"  reported,  227 ;  pro- 
ceedings had,  351  ;  passed  H.  R.  35S 

To  incorporate  Michigan  collie,  reported,  222 ;  pro- 
ceedings had,  270  3,17  ;  passed  H.  R.  322 ;  other 
proceedings,  331  347  357 ;  title  altered  and  passed 
H.  R.  375 

To  provide  for  the  disposition  of  the  university  and 
primary  school  lands,  and  for  other  purposes,  report- 
ed, 232 ;  passed  H.  R.  249  ;  other  proceedii^s,  253 
268  2S6  294  312  316 ;  passed  H.  R.        324  325  361 

To  authorize  the  electors  of  Branch  coiusty  to  elect  a 
county  seat,  reported,  232 

In  relation  to  the  last  will  and  testament  of  Jos.  Sa- 
lato,  reported  232 ;  proceedings  had,  247 ;  passed 
H.  R.  261 ;  other  |>roceedio^  276  279 

To  organize  certain  townships,  reported,  235;  pro- 
ceedings had,  267  261  282 

To  repeal  certain  acts,  reported,  238;  proceedings 
had,  264  281 

Authcurizing  supervisors  of  Allegan  to  loan  fnoney  for 
county  buildings,  introduced  on  leave,  250  ;  proceed- 
ings, 280 

Appointing  commissioners  to  lay  out  and  establish  ob- 
tain state  roads,  reported,  260 ;  proceedings,  326 

To  mcorporate  the  Saginaw  and  Genesee  raOroad  com- 
pany, introduced  on  leave,  260 ;  proceedings  had, 
296  314  320  335  339;  passed  H.  R.  340  397 

To  incorporate  the  Ypsilanti  and  Manchester  railroad 
company,  reported,  273 ;  i»roceedings,  314  820 ; 
passed  H.  R.  340  397 

To  amend  an  act  to  incorporate  the  village  of  Niles, 
introduced  on  leave,  273 ;  proceedings,  301  ;  paap- 
ed  H.  R.  308 

Authorizing  the  supervisors  of  Wayne  county  to  make 
albwance  to  the  jailer  of  said  county,  reported,  273; 
proceedings,  298 
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House  Bills— To  incorporate  the  Do wa^c  hydraulic  oom* 
pany,  reported,  273 ;  proceeduigs,  301 ;  passed 
H.  R.  307-8  851 

For  the  relief  of  Martin  Kundig,  reported,  273  292 ; 
passed  H.  R.  300 

For  the  relief  of  Thomas  Snyder,  reported,  273 ;  pass- 
ed H.  R.  286 

Amendatory  to  an  act  entitled  ^  An  act  to  vacate  the 
seat  of  justice  of  Berrien  county  and  to  establish  the 
same  at  the  village  of  Berrien,"  introduced  on  leave, 
274;  passed  H.R.  318 

To  repeal  an  act  entitled  *'  An  act  to  incorporate  the 
Lake  Erie  and  River  Raisin  railroad  compa- 
ny,** 274  284  801  335 

To  amend  an  act,  &c.  to  create  a  fund  for  the  benefit 
of  certain  moneyed  corporations,  and  for  other  por- 
poses,  introduced  on  leave,  281 ;  proceedings  had, 
318  333  337  369 ;  passed  H.  R.  370 

To  incorporate  the  Michigan  institute  association,  in- 
troduced on  leave,  281 ;  proceedings,  1^99 

To  amend  an  act,  &c  directing  the  settlement  of  es- 
tates of  persons  deceased,  and  for  the  conveyance 
of  real  estate,  reported,  283 ;  passed  H.  R.  389 

To  provide  for  the  enlargement  of  the  state  library, 
reported,  283  ;  proceedings,  294  ;  passed  H.  R.        296 

Relative  to  incorporations  for  manufacturing  purposes, 
reported,  287;  proceedings,  293  302  317;  passed 
H.  R.  323 

F<yr  the  organization  of  the  county  of  Eaton,  reported, 
288  'f   proceedings,  293  ;   passed  H.  R.  326 

To  Bxmend  an  act,  Alc  to  regulate  taverns,  reported, 
289 ;  proceedings,  318  326 ;  passed  H.  R.  332 

To  incorporate  the  Owasso  canal  company,  introduced 
on  leave,  291 

To  incorporate  the  Detroit  and  Shiawassee  railroad 
company,  reported,  296 ;  proceedings,  314  320 
335 ;  passed  H.  Ri  339  397 

To  locate  the  university  of  Michigan,  reported,  299  ; 
proceedings,  301  308  332  341  ;  passed  H.  R.  342 

To  discharge  the  demands  for  supporting  the  suprenia- 
cy  of  the  laws ;  reported,  300 ;  pcoceedings,  324  ; 
passed  H.  R.  326  898 

To  prohibit  the  banks  of  this  state  from  i^uing  notes 
of  a  less  denomination  than  five  dollars,  and  for 
odier  purposes,  reported,  305;  proceedings,  307 
335  ;  passed  H.  R.  337 
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House  Bills-^Begulating  proceedingB  against  corporatioiis 
ia  equity,  reported,  306 ;  proceedings,  827  335 ; 
passed  H.  R.  345 

Declaring  a  part  of  the  St.  Joseph  and  Coldwater  ri- 
vers public  highways,  reported,  305  ;  passed  H.  R.     317 

To  amend  an  act  entitled  ''  Anact  concerning  mortga- 

Ss,"   reported,   306 ;    proceedings,  317 ;   passed 
.  R.  323-4 

To  amend  an  act,  &c.  regulating  highyravs,  reported, 
306-7  ;  passed  H.  R.  *  351 

Authorizing  the  board  of  supervisors  of  the  several 
counties  in  this  state  to  make  allowance  to  jailers, 
313  ;  passed  H.  R.  323 

To  incorporate  the  Huron  and  Lapeer  railroad  com- 
pany, introduced  on  leave,  314 

Supplementary  to  an  act  to  incorporate  the  St  Ckdr 
and  Romeo  railroad  company,  introduced  on  leave,     314 

To  incorporate  the  Detroit  and  Clinton  river  canal 
company,  introduced  on  le£^ve,  221  ;  proceedings, 
349  360  361  368  378 ;  passed  H.  R.  379 ;  other 
proceedings,  384  '^85  392 1  passed,  401 

Authorizing  the  board  of  supervisors  of  any  organized 
county  to  loan  money  for  county  buildings,  introdu- 
ced on  leave,  321:  proceedings,  336  344  360; 
passed  H.  R.  362 

To  authorize  the  draining  of  certain  lands,  326  342  ; 
passed  H.R.  '  344 

To  provide  for  resi^ations,  vacancies  and  removals 
from  office,  introduced  on  leave,  327 ;  proceedings, 
336  ;  passed  H.  R.  341 

To  provide  for  the  renewal  of  sheriffs'  bonds,  intro- 
duced on  leave,  327  ;  passed  H.  R.  332 

To  attach  a  certain  township  to  another  townshia  in- 
troduced on  leave,  336  ;  passed  H.  R.  and  title  al- 
tered, 345-6 

To  appropriate  a  portion  of  the  five  per  cent  fund  for 
the  improvement  of  certain  roads,  introduced  on 
leave,  348  ;  proceedings,  358 

To  amend  an  act  entitled  **  An  act  appointing  com'rs 
to  layout  and  establish  certain  state  roads," approved 
July  26,  1836,  introduced  on  leave,  348 

To  incorporate  the  Black  river  navigation  company, 
introduced  ot>  leave, .  350 

Authorizing  the  president  and  trustees  of  the  village  of 
Niles  to  loan  a  certain  sum  of  money  named  therein, 
introduced  on  leave,  351 ;  passed  H*  R.  36S 
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House  Bills — To  amend  an  act  entitled,  &c.  to  incorporate 

the  village  of  Ann  Arbor,  reported,  352 

To  divide  uie  township  of  Clinton,  introduced  on  leave,    357 

To  amend  an  act  entitled,  &c.  amendatory  to  an  act 
heiein  recited  and  to  provide  for  defraying  the  pub- 
lic and  necessary  charges  for  state,  county  and  town- 
'         ship  purposes,  introduced  on  leave,  357  ;  proceed- 
ings, 363  372 ;  passed  H.  R^  392 

To  repeal  an  act  entitled  *,*An  act  to  provide  for  estab- 
lishing seats  of  justice,  introduced  on  leave,  360 ; 
passed  H.  R.  371  420 

To  organize  certain  townships,  introduced  on  leave, 
360  ;  passed  H.  R.  362  36d 

To  provide  for  the  disposal  of  the  surplus  revenue,  in- 
troduced on  leave,  364 ;  proceedings  had,  371  378  ; 
passed  H,  R.,  380;  other  proceedings,  403  419  420; 
passed,  420 

To  amend  an  act  entitled  "An  act  to  alter  the  terms  of 
the  circuit  court  of  the  first  circuit,"  introduced  on 
leave,  364 ;  passed  H.  R.  365 

In  addition  to  an  act  entitled  "An  act  to  amend  an  act, 
&c.  to  incorporate  the  Detroit  and  Pontiac  railroad 
CO.,"  introduced  on  leave,  367 ;  proceedings,  *  380 

To  amend  an  act  entitled  "An  act  concerning  deeds 
and  conveyances,"  introduced  on  leave,  371 ;  pass- 
ed H.  R.  372 

To  amend  an  act  entitled  <&c.,  concerning  the  Attor- 
ney (general  and  district  attorneys,  reported,  371  ; 
proceedings,  381 

To  provide  for  the  salaries  of  certain  officers,  reported, 
371  ;  passed  H.  R.  373  398 

•  To  incorporate  the  Marshall  literary  institute,  374 

To  amend  an  act  entitled  "An  act  to  construct  dams 
and  improve  the  navigation  of  certain  rivers,*'  intro- 
duced on  leave,  passed  H.  R.  381 

To  authorize  certain  companies  therein  named  to  bor- 
row a  certain  sum  of  money,  introduced  on  leave, 
388  passed  H.  R.  '  388 

To  amend  an  act  entitled  "An  act  for  the  regulation 
of  internal  improvement,  and  for  the  appointment  of 
a  board  of  commissioners,"  introduced  on  leave,  392; 
passed  H.  R.  302 

Supplementary  to  an  act  entitled  "An  act  for  the  regu- 
lation of  internal  improvement,  and  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  board  of  commissioners,"  reported  and 
passed  the  H.  R.  402 

77 
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HcNJue  Bills — To  incorporate  the  Port  Sheldon  and  Grand 

rapids  railroad  co^  404 

Senate  Bills — To  authorize  David  Gilbert,  a  minor,  to  sell 
certain  land  therein  described,  proceedings  had,  71 
74  107 ;  passed  H.  R.  135 

To  fix  the  time  for  the  annual  meeting  of  the  legisla- 
ture, proceedings  had,  71  74  102 

To  legalize  the  assessment  of  taxes  for  1836  in  the 
township  of  Cottrelville,  St.  Clair  co.,  proceedings 
had,  99 ;  passed  H.  R.  102 

To  extend  the  time  for  the  payment  and  collection  of 
certain  taxes  therein  named,  proceedings  had,  135 
138  140  144. 

To  amend  an  act  entitled  ''An  act  appointing  commis- 
sioners to  lav  out  and  establish  certain  state  roads, 
approved  March  26,  1836,"  proceedings  had,  150 
171;  passed  H.R.  324 

To  repeal  an  act  entitled,  &c.,  to  provide  for  establish- 
ing seats  of  justice,  proceedings  had,  163  170 ;  pas* 
sed  H.  R.  324 

To  authorize  Nathaniel  Odell  to  convey  certain  lands, 
proceedings  had,  210  343  303;  passed  H.  R.  316 

To  amend  an  act  entitled,  &c.,  to  fix  the  rate  of  toll 
for  grinding,  proceeding,  210 ;  passed  H.  R.  218 

To  furnish  each  organiz^  county  with  a  complete  set 
of  weights  and  measures,  proceedings,  210  265 ; 
passed  II.  R.  324 

To  incorporate  the  counties  of  Ionia  and  Van  Buren, 
proceedings,  225  233 ;  passed  H.  R.,  326 ;  other 
proceedings,  334;  passed,  363 

To  lay  out  a  state  road  from  Ypsilanti  to  Ridgeway, 
proceedings,  233  260 ;  passed  H.  R.  325 

To  provide  for  the  appcnntment  of  a  state  printer, 
and  to  prescribe  his  powers  and  duties,  proceed- 
ings, 244  250  261 

To  uter  the  terms  of  the  circuit  court  of  the  first  cir- 
cuit, proceedings,  244 ;  passed  H.  R  253 

To  provide  for  the  election  of  justices  of  the  peace  in 
the  new  townships,  and  for  other  purposes,  proceed- 
ings, 269  289 ;  passed  H.  R.  324 

To  authorize  and  regulate  limited  copartner^ips,  pro- 
ceedings, 269  286  296 :  passed  H.  R.  326 

For  die  relief  of  Martin  Story,  A.  H.  Stowell  and  N. 
B.  Carpenter,  proceedings,  269  278  292  314 :  pas- 
sedH.  R.  .397 

To  amend  an  act  entitled,  &c.,  to  provide  for  the  in- 
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spection  of  certain  articles  therein  menticmedt  pro- 
ceecBngs,  269  278  292  300 

To  amend  an  act.  entitled  **  An  act  to  incorporate  the 
Detroit  and  Maumee  railroad  company  r  proceed- 
ings, 278  294 ;  passed  H.  R.  810 

To  authorize  the  board  of  supervisors  of  St.  Joseph 
county  to  loan  a  certain  sum  of  money,  proceedings, 
%1S  289  ;  passed  H.  R.  803 

To  incorporate  the  village  of  Mount  Clemens,  pro- 
ceeding, 278  289  303 ;  passed  H.  R.  311  312 

To  organize  certain  townships,  proceedings,  278  281 
282  312 ;  passed  H.  R.  828 

To  incorporate  the  village  of  Centreville,  proceediogs, 
279  289 ;  passed  H.  R.  803 

To  organize  the  county  of  Shiawassee  and  attach  the 
county  of  Clinton  to  the  same  for  judicial  purposes, 
proceedings,  297  300  ;  passed  H.  R.  812^ 

To  amend  an  act  entitled  **  An  act  appointing  commis- 
sioners to  lay  out  and  establish  certain  state  roads," 
approved  July  26,  1836;  proceedings,  297  804; 
passed  H.  R.  824 

Appointing  commissioners  to  lay  out  and  establish  cer- 
tain state  roads,  proceedings,  297  804  816  326; 
passed  H.  R.  885 

To  incorporate  the  village  of  Constantine,  proceedings, 
313  314;  passed  H.R.  .  .  ^'^ 

To  incorporate  the  village  of  Tecumseh,  proceedings, 
313  314 ;  passed  H.  R.  815 

To  incorporate  the  Bank  of  the  commonv^ealth  of 
Michigan,  proceedings,  313  342  344  862  391 ; 
postponed  to  12th  November,  408 

Relative  to  the  duties  of  sherijSs  and  jailers  in  certain 
cases,  proceeding,  331  345 ;  passed  H.  R.        348  859 

To  amend  the  ninm  section  of  an  act  to  prescribe  the 
tenure  of  office  of  auctioneers  and  levy  a  duty  on 
sales  at  auction  in  certain  cases,  proceedings,       884  844 

To  amend  an  act  relative  to  the  city  of  Detroit  and 
the  several  acts  amendatory  thereto,  proceedings, 
334  342  344  345 ;  passed  H.  R.  366  887 

To  amend  an  act  entitled  ^  An  act  to  incorporate  the 
trustees  of  the  Spring  Arbor  seminary,  proceedings, 
334  342-4;  passed,  845-7 

To  incorporate  the  city  of  Mcxiroe,  proceedings,  859 
363  365 ;  passed  H.  R.  870 ;  other  proc^dings, 
374  387  ;  passed,  894 
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Senate  Bills — To  authorize  the  president  and  trustees  of 
St.  Joseph  to  contract  a  loan,  proceedings  and  pass- 
ed H.  R.  365 

To  authorize  the  supervisors  of  the  county  of  Wash- 
tenaw to  loan  a  certain  sum  of  money,  proceedijigs, 
369  371  ;  passed  H.  R.  384 

Making  appropriations  in  part  for  the  year  1837,  for 
tlie  pay  of  officers  and  members  of  the  legislature, 
proceedings,  374  384 ;  passed  H.  R.  399  ;  other 
proceedings,  398  404 

To  incorporate  the  Owasso  and  Saginaw  navigation 
company,  proceedings,  374  378  386 

To  incorporate  the  Detroit,  Plymouth  and  Ann  Arbor 
turnpike  or  timbered  road  company,  proceedings, 
375  378  ;  passed  H.  R.  385 

To  incorporate  the  Ladies'  orphaa  association  of  the 
city  of  Detroit,  proceedings,  381  385  ;  passed  H.  R.     389 

To  provide  for  the  purchase  of  the  Detroit  and  Pon- 
tiac  railroad  company,  and  for  other  purposes,  pro- 
ceedings, 388  ;  passed  H.  R.  393 ;  other  proceed- 
ings, 399  406 

To  incorporate  the  Brest  and  Grand  river  railroad 
company,  proceedings,  394  403 

To  incorporate  the  St  Joseph  and  Michigan  City  rail- 
road company,  proceedings,  395  403 

To  incorporate  the  Lake  Huron  and  Detroit  railroad 
company,  proceedings,  395  403 

To  incorporate  the  New  Buffalo  and  Hudson  railroad 
company,  proceedings,  395  403 

To  authorize  the  sale  of  certain  lands,  proceedings, 
398;  passed  H.R.  398 

Making  appropriations  for  the  year  1837,  proceedings, 
399  ;  passed  H.  R.  404 

c. 

Clerk,  pro  tempore,  election  of,  4 

election  of,  30 

recording,  election  of,  31 

enrolling  and  engrossing,  election  of,  31 

Committee,  special  on  elections,  appointed,  4 

to  inform  the  Governor  of  tne  presence  of  a  quorum,  4 

to  report  rules,  appointed,  29 

Committees,  standing,  appointed,  37  38  44 

on  removal  of  seats  of  justice,  appointed,  48 

select,  on  Governor's  message,  appointed,  52 
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Committees— on  so  much  of  the  Governor's  messa^  as 
relates  to  River  Raisin  and  Lake  Erie  raOroad 
CO.,  appointed,  42 

on  credentials  of  Wm.  F.  Mosely,  appointed,  209 

on  bill  1o  incorporate  Michigan  insurance  co.,  ap- 
pointed, 175 
4  on  bill  relative  to  purchase  of  Detroit  and  St. 

Joseph  railroad  co.,  appointed,  227 

joint  select,  to  investigate  the  conduct  of  the  Bank  of 

Monroe,  and  other  banks,  appointed,  61 

(See  Reports.) 
on  resolution  relative  to  instructing  senators  and 
representative  in  Congress,  relative  to  pre-emp- 
tion claims,  appointed,  77 
select,  relative  to  inquiring  into  the  conduct  of  an  offi- 
cer of  the  House,  appointed,                        246  255 
^  on  internal  improvement,  discharged  from  considera- 
tion of  certain  subject,                                                 161 
ways  and  means,  discharged  from  consideration  of  a 

certain  subject,  161 

to  examine  accounts  of  Auditor  General  and  State 
Treasurer,  appointed,  395 

Committees  of  conference,  appointed,  244-5  335-8  344  359 

360  369  375  387  398-9  419. 
Credentials,  E.  J.  Roberts  and  J.  S.  Heath,  presented  and 

referred,  5 

(See  Roberts,  E.  J.  and  Heathy  J.  S.) 

Colbath,  Lemuel,  presence  announced  and  qualified,  26 

Chief  Justice,  communication  from,  28 

^  referred,  43 

(See  Resolutions  and  Reports.) 
Contested  elections,  (see  ''Reports  and  Resolutions,'^ 
Convis,  Hon.  Ezra,  death  of,  announced  and  proceedings  had,   257 
Call  of  the  House,  305 

Communication  from  Johil  Norton,  jr.,  T.  C.  Sheldon,  and 

A.  T.  McRe3molds,  committee,  &c.,  341 

ftom  common  council  of  city  of  Detroit,  359 

State  Treasurer,  400 

Commissioners  board  of  internal  improvement,nomination  of,    405 

D. 

Door  keeper,  election  of,  ,       31 

si  Detroit  and  St.  Joseph  railroad  co.,  communication  from,         28 

referred,  43 

F. 

Foote,  Henry  K.,  presence  announced,  qualified,  26 
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H. 

Heath,  J.  S.,  credentials  presented,  5 
proceedings  had,  (see  "Reports  and  Resolutions,'^ 

other  credentials,  qualified,  176 

leave  to  record  vote  on  certain  bill,  357 

Historical  society  of  Michigan,  comniunication  from,  384 

Humphrey,  Levi  S.,  nomination  for  commissioner  internal 

improvement,  confirmed,  402 

Hunt,  Jas.  B.,  ditto,                                                        414  415 

I.  J. 

Joint  assembly  of  both  houses,  5  367  405  406  407 

Jones,  D.  6.,  communication  from,  259 

K- 

Kent  county,  representative  from,  qualified,  28 

L. 

Legislature,  convening  of,  3 

Le  Roy,  Daniel,  nomination  for  commissioner  internal  im- 
provement, rejected,  411  412  413 

M. 

Members'  names,  firom  the  counties  of  Wayne,  Washte- 
naw, Monroe,  Oakland,  Lenawee,  Macomb,  St  Jo- 
seph, Cass,  Kalamazoo,  HiUsdale,  Branch,  Bernen,  Al- 
legan, Calhoun,  Jackson,  Lapeer,  Saginaw,  Mackinac, 
and  Chippewa,  3  4 

Message,  Govemoi^fi,  5  26 

reference  of,  42-5-6-8-9  62 

firom  Executive,  28  46  58  111  140  150  158  160 
168  171  181'  188  203  210  219  226  246  252 
256  268  278  292  302  307  319  335-8-9  356  367 
376  379  388  399  400-2-4-5-6  414  416  419  420 
423 
Messages  from  Senate,  31  52  60  67  78  89  95  103  111 
134  142  145  151  154  170  184  193  199  207  210 
222  225  228  233-9  243-6  261-4-7  270-2-5-6-7 
282-6  293  302-10-13^18  323  327  333-4-6  343 
350-2  360-3-4-6-7  380  382-7-8  392-4-5-6  397-8 
402-6-7-15-17-19-20  421  422. 
Memorial  to  Congress  relative  to  Indians,  60 
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Members  absent  on  roll  call,  185  IdO  194-7  202  213  219 
223-7-8  235-8  243-5  250-5-7-8  265  288  297  305 
'    314  320-8  344-9  357  395. 

Mosely,  Wm.  R,  credentials  presented  and  proceedingsiy   20-8-9 

Marshall  college,  petitioners  have  leave  to  withdraw  peti- 
tion for,  387 

McKinstry,  David  C,  nomination  for  commissioner  internal 

improvement,  confirmed,  412  413 

N.    . 

Notices  for  leave  to  introduce  bills,  42  52  57  59  60-1  72 
86  90  112  137  140  157  162-3  191-8  204  225 
226  238  260  283-8  306-7  322  352  363  392 

Nomination  of  board  of  commissioners  of  internal  im- 
provement, 405 

o. 

Order  of  business,  daily  of,  49 

P. 

Printer  to  the  House,  appointment  of,  30 

Petitions  and  remonstrances,  presentation  of,  and  proceed- 
ings, 30 
of  Jos.  Sibley  and  others,  30 
James  Phillips  and  others,  30 
Robert  Wilson  and  others,  30 
Sands  McCamly  and  others,                                             88 
Lyman  Klnight,                                                                38 
sundry  inhabitants  of  Coldwater,  Branch  county,  39 
Branch  county,                                                           39 
James  G.  Rumsey  and  others,  39 
sundry  inhabitants  of  Kent  county,                                    39 
Monroe  county,                                                          39 
St.  Clair  and  Romeo  railroad  company,                            39 
,  Ralph   Wadhams  and  others,  Samuel  A.  Bartlett, 

Chauncey  Owen  and  others,  39 

Aurora  A.  Gilbert,  Edward  Emmerson  and  others ; 
sundry  inhabitants  of  St  Joseph  county ;  Allen, 
Hillsdale  county ;  Niles,  Berrien  county ;  Ingham 
county  ;  Lenawee  county  ;  Wayne  and  Oakland ; 
Lenawee  and  Washtenaw ;  Clinton,  Washtenaw, 
Livingston,  Ingham  and  Ionia ;  Robert  Wood  and 
others,  John  Goodrich  ;  sundry  prisoners  in  Detroit 
jail,  40  41 
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Page, 

Petitions — sundry  inhabitants  of  Coldwater ;  of  Fitz  Rosman 
and  others,  E.  Jngersoll,  Joseph  S.  Gibbons  and  others, 
G.  C.  Leach,  44  45 

sundry  inhabitants  of /Bertrand,  Berrien  county,  50 

Remonstrance,  of  sundry  Inhabitants  of  Lenawee  county, 

Titus  Dort  and  others,  61 

Petitions — sundry  inhabitants  of  Eaton  county ;  Niles,  Ber- 
rien county ;  Athens  township ;  Adrian,  Lenawee 
county  ;  Ionia,  Lenawee  and  Hillsdale  ;  B.  B.  Ker- 
cheval  and  others,  Henry  Howard  and  others,  D. 
H.  Daniels  and  others,  Stephen  H.  Willis  and 
others,  J.  Bushnell,  Dwight  A.  Lyman  and  Emeline 
Case,  '  55  56 

sundry  inhabitants  of  Pontiac ;  Monroe ;  Salmon  Gre- 
gory and  others  ;  Michigan  and  Aurora  institute,  58 
sundry  inhabitants  of  Niles,  Berrien  county  ;  Clinton, 
Macomb  county  ;  Robert  S.  Grifiin,                               61 
Remonstrance — sundry  inhabitants  of  Branch  pounty,              61 
Petitions — sundry  inhabitants  of  Allegan  county ;   Niles, 
Berrien  county ;  Monroe  county ;  St  Joseph  and 
Branch ;  Lucius  Lyon  and  others,  George  Otto  and 
others,                                                                        65  66 
sundry  inhabitants  of  this  state ;    Clinton,  Lenawee 

countv,  '  67 

sundry  inhabitants  of  Cass  county  ;  Washtenaw  and 

Wayne  ;  Branch  county,  Genesee  county,  70  12 

N.  B.  Carpenter  ;  sundry  inhabitants  of  Saginaw  coun- 
ty ;  Marshall,  Calhoun  county  ;  Van  Buren  county  ; 
White  Pigeon,  St.  Joseph  county ;  G.  D.  Williams 
and  others,  Wessell  Whitaker,   Nathaniel  Noble, 
Otis  Preston,  St  Clair  and  Romeo  railroad  compa- 
ny, 73  74 
Remonstrance — inhabitants  of  Indian  reserve  at  Niles,  73 
sundry  inhabitants  of  Branch  county,  77 
Petitions — sundry  inhabitants  of  Branch  county  ;  Hillsdale 
county ;  Clinton,  Macomb  county ;   Oakland  and 
Livingston  ;  William  Dugree  and  others,                      77 
sundry  inhabitants  of  Oakland  and  Livingston ;  Hills- 
dale ;  Lenawee  ;  Adrian,  Lenawee  county  ;  Charles 
Kimball  and  others,                                  '                 86  87 
sundry  inhabitants  of  Farmington,  Oakland  county ; 

Hillsdale ;  Sardis  Davis,  et  al. ;  Conrad  Hayner,    89  90 
sundry  inhabitants  of  Hillsdale,  Lenawee,  Macomb, 
Van  Buren ;  James  H.  Miller  and  others,  Carlos 
W.  Brown  and  others,  96  97 

Remonstrance — inhabitants  of  Hillsdale,  96  97 
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Petitioitf— sundry  inhabitants  of  Oakland,  Hillsdale,  Ma« 
comb ;  oi   this  state ;   Joseph   Sibley  and  others, 
Samuel  Colbath  and  others,  Thomas  Snyder,  .       100-12 
Robert  Abbott,  executor,  &c.,  H.  N.  Baldwin ;  sundry 
inhabitants  of  Hillsdale ;  merchants  of  White  Pi- 
geon,^ 104 
Remonstrancie — William  McCierg  and  others,  sundry  in- 
habitants of  Hillsdale,                                                 104 
Petitions — sundry  merchants  of  Norman,  St.  Joseph  coun- 
ty ;   inhabitants  of  fifth  senatorial   district ;   Cass 
county ;  Monroe  county ;  N.  Champ,                         108 
RemoQstrance-^sundry  inhabitants  of  Branch  county,           1 1^ 
Petitions— sundry  citizens  of  Lapeer  and  Macomb ;  Au- 
buniy  Oakland  county ;  Washtenaw,  Branch,  Moa- 
roe»                                                                      131  132 
sundry  citizens  of  Branch,                                              135 
sundry  citizens  of  Macomb,  Cass,  Hillsdale ;  Thomas 
CaldweU  and  others,                                             1 37  -1 38 
Remonstrance — Eliphalet  Clark,                                      137  138 
Petitions — sundry  inhabitants  of  Livingston  and  Oakland, 

Ionia,  Oakland,  Wayne,  143 

Remonstrance — sundry  inhabitants  of  Hillsdale,  143 

Petitions — John  Hall  and  others,  140 

sundry  inhabitants  of  Eatcm ;  Calhoun ;  Batavia, 
Branch  county  ;  Branch  county  ;  Pitt,  Washtenaw 
county ;  Washtenaw  and  Wayne  ;  Augusta,  Wash- 
tenaw county ;  Kent ;  James  Fowler  and  others, 
James  Eraser  and  others ;  meeting  at  Grandville, 
Kent  county,  152  153 

sundry  inhabitants  of  Mount  Clemens;   RaisinviUe, 

Monroe  county,  156 

sondrv  inhabitants  of  Livii^ton,  Cass;  Rochester, 
Oakland  county;  David  re^rce  and  others,  Silas 
Gould  and  others,  161 

sundry  inhabitants  of  Washtenaw ;  fifth  senatorial  dis* 
trict ;  Isaac  E.  Craiy  and  others ;  sundry  inhabi- 
tants of  St.  Clair,  Macomb  and  Lapeer ;  Clinton, 
I^nawee  county ;  David  Rogers  and  others ;  Bra- 
dy Guards.  169  172 
sundry  inhabitants  of  Cass  county,  Shiawaasee,  La* 
peer  Macomb  and  St  Clair ;  Horace  Hinman  and 
others,  177 
Thomas  Ewell  and  others ;   sundry  inhabitants  of 

Lenawee,.  Hillsdale  and  Lenawee,  Cass,  182 

simdry  inhabitants  of  Niles,  BeiTieo  county :  Saginaw, 
Alfegan,  166 

78 
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Petition — sundry  inhabitants  of  Lapeer  and  Macomb,    IM  191 
Remonstrance — ^sundry  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Grove- 
land,  190  191 
Petitions— sundry  inhabitants  of  Macomb ;  8t  Clair,  La* 
peer  and  Macomb ;  Shiawassee  aiid  Oakland ;  Cot- 
trelville,  St.  Clair  county ;   E.  J.  Roberts,  Oliver 
Draper  and  others ;  Ira  Porter  and  others ;  Jeny 
Ford,  190  191 
sundry  citizens  of  Desmond,  St.  Clair  county ;  Oak- 
land ;  C.  D.  Wolcott  and  others,  194 
Remonstrance — sundry  inhabitants  of  Lapeer,  197 
Petitions — sundry  inhabitants  of  Bridgewater,  Washtenaw 

county  ;  Washtenaw ;  D.  C.  Stilwell  and  others,        197 
John  Lowrv  and  others ;  A.  B.  Bates  and  others;  Lem- 
uel Bingham  and  heirs ;  sundry  inhabitants'of  Otta- 
wa county ;  Wayne;  Ypsilanti.  Washtenaw  coun- 
ty, !^0S  203 
Retnonsti*ance — sundry  inhabitants  of  Berks,  St  Joseph  * 

county ;  Ottawa  county,  •  303  208 

Petitions — William  Noble  and  others;  Thomas  Palmer  and 
others ;  mechanics  of  St  Clair  county ;  sundry  in- 
habitants of  Ionia,  Clinton  and  Shiawassee ;  meet- 
ing of  inhabitants  of  Lyons,  20§ 
sundry  citizens  of  Calhoun  county ;   Clinton,  EatcHi 
and  Ingham,                                              *               214 
Remonstrance— sundry  citizens  of  Livingston  county,  214 
Petitions — Hiram  Bingham  and  others ;  baaxi  Otis  and 

others ;  J.  M.  Mead  and  others ;  citizens  of  Michigan,    219 

sundry  citizens  of  Detroit,  Shiawassee,  St  Clair,  224 

George  W.  Pisk,  jun.  227 

sundry  inhabitants  of  Augusta,  Washtenaw  county  f 

of  this  state ;  Ann  Arbor,  828  229 

Remonstrance — sundry   inhabitants  of  CImia,  St  Clair 

county,  228  229 

Petitions — ^Addison  Chamberlin  and  others,  B.  Hobert  and 

others,  228  229 

sundry  inhabitants  of  Jackson  county,  245> 

Remonstrance — ^Moses  Botherton  and  others,  256 

sundry  inhabitants  of  Hillsdale,  256-9 

Petitions — sundry  inhabitants  of   Ionia  county;  Jackson 

county ;  Levi  Kirkham  and  others,  James  Anderson 

and  £.  H.  Macy,  258-9 

Daniel  Thcxnpson,  265 

German  inhabitants  of  Detroit,  Lewis  Bond,  272 

O.  Hawkins  and  others,  280 

common  council  of  village  of  Niles,  282 
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Remonstrance — ^bhabitants  of  Bertrand,  Berrien  bounty,  282 
Petitions— of  Ethrintye  and  others ;  Sylvester  Scott  and 
odiers ;  Benjamin  Mercer  and  others ;  sundry  inhabi- 
tants of  St  Joseph  and  Branch,                              288-0 

Remonstrance — sundry  mhabitants  of  Wayne  county,  292 

Petitions — Aboard  of  supervisors  of  Oakland  county,  320 

Joseph  H.  Ehles  and  others,  228 

Remonstrance — sundry  inhabitants  of  Genesee  co,  228 
Petitions— -commcn  council  of  Niles ;  sundry  inhabitants  of 

this  state ;  Chippewa  ;  Oakland  and  Macomb,  349 

sundry  inhabitants  of  Macomb,  357 

Remonstrance — sundry  inhabitants  of  Monroe,  365 

R. 

Roberts,  R  J.,  credentials  presented,  5 

(proceedings  had,  (see  **  Reports  and  Resolutions,*^ 
permitted  to  take  seat,  29 

Rides,  temporary,  adopted,  26 

suspension  of,     43  44  49  53  56  64  72  75  90  100 
194  273  277  281-6-8  295  312  327  336  348  351 
357  360-1-5  370-3-5  380-1-7-8 
slandiiig,  adopted,  44 

joint  standing,  introduced,  98 

adopted,  137 

Reports — spcKual  committee  on  electicms,  relative  to  Jos. 

Smith  and  Jas.  Odell,  26  27 

select  committee  on  contested  election  in  St  Clair  co.  59  88 
on  contested  election  in  Saginaw,  Genesee  and 
Shiawassee,  70  92  94  96  97 

committee  on  elections,  on  Contested  election  in  Sagi- 
naw, Genesee  and  Shiawassee,  62  63  64  65 
Bank  Commissioner's,  28 
select  conunittee  to  revise  and  report  rules,                 31  36 
Superintendent  Public  Instruction,                                  41 
Auditor  General  and  State  Treasurer,                     28  103 
referred,                                                                 43 
State  Treasurer  relative  to  weights  and  measures,           54 
commissioners  to  view  the  county  seat  of  Branch  co.,       46 
committee  on  printing,                                                     48 
on  judiciary,  51  54  58  66  68  74  100  101  132 
138   141-3-4-5   161   170  172   204  214  219 
232   243  283  289  298   306   314  386   344 
35»  371  883. 
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Reports — committee  on  enrolment,  58  90-9  109  138  170-2 

194  212  245  250   278  279  281-8  292   327 

336   363  383   396-7  400-4-7  415  417   418 

420-1-2. 

on  Indian  affairs,  '  66 

on  banks  and  incorporations,  68  108  141  144 

149  150  273  281  305  314  344  396. 
on  organization  of  towns  and  counties,  68  161 
225  235. 
St.  Clair  and  Romeo  railroad  co.,  74 

select  committee  on  joint  resolution  instructing  senators 
and  representative  in  Congress  relative  to  light- 
houses and  harbors,  78 
committee  on  removal  of  seats  of  justice,  79  80  81  90 

92  110  138  150  172-3-7-  182  305.       ' 
select  committee  relative  to  Lake  Erie  and  River  Rai- 
sin railroad  co.,  81  85 
committee  ways  and  means,  86  138  143  265  273 
298  328  330. 

on  printing,  87  290  221  222 

select  committee  on  credentials  of  Wm.  E-  Mosely,        212 
committee  on  militia,  214 

committee  on  so  much  Governor's  messa^  as  relates 

to  ship  canal  around  Falls  St  Marie,    214  216  237 

on  education,  219  227  299 

on  so  much  Governor's  message  as  relates  to  the 

disposition  of  the  scliool  lands,  229  331 

select  committee  relative  to  Brady  Guards,  240 

committee  on  library,  283 

select  committee  to  investigate  complaint  against  an 

officer  of  the  House,  287 

committee  on  equalization  of  taxes,  306 

,/' select  committee  on  resolution  authorizing;  a  loan  of 

$20,000  to  Erie  and  Kalamazoo  railroad  co„  328 

joint  select  committee  on  banks,  105  107 

v^^?iommittee  on  internal  improvement,   112  131  132 
135  136   144  156  188-6  224  260  273  282  287 
296  330 
select  committee  on  equalization  of  taxes,  137 

on  so  much  Governor's  message  as  relates  to  a  ge- 
ological survey,  138 
select  committee  to  which  was  refeiTed  the  petiti<m  of 
-inhabitants  of  Macomb  county,  relating  to  county 
business,  139 
committee  on  roads  and  bridges,  139  149  157  179 
197  227  260  326. 
on  claims,                  143  173  225  273  299  300  326 
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'  Reports— committee  on  expiring  laws,  1 57 

agriculture  and  manuractures,  162  186 

select  committee  on  communication  of  Jno.  Norton,  jr. 

T.  C.  Sheldon,  and  A.  T.  McReynolds,  346 

of  Erie  and  Kalamazoo  railroad  co.,  335 

Resolutions— empowering  select  committee  on  contested 
election  in  St  Clair  co.,  to  send  for  persons  and  papers, 
examine  witnesses,  and  take  testimony,  ^ 

discharging  select  committee  on  contested  election 
in  St.  Clair  co.,  and  referring  matter  to  committee  of 
the  whole  House,  60 

declaring  seat  of  member  from  the  district  of  St  Gair 
vacant,  &c.,  88 

Resolutions — ^relative  to  furnishing  members  with  newspa- 
pers, 29  37  57. 
relative  to  chaplain,  37  42 

instructing  clerk  to  prepare  a  manual,  37  47 

relative  to  Lake  Erie  and  River  Raisin  railroad  co.,  42 

referring  so  much  of  Bank  Commissioner's  report  as 
relates  to  Lake  Erie  and  River  Raisin  railroad  co., 
to  select  committee  to  which  so  much  of  Governor's 
message  as  relates  to  that  subject  is  referred,  47 

instructing  committee  on  judiciary  relative  to  Lake  Erie 

and  River  Raisin  railroad  co.,  88  08 

joint,  relative  to  Lake  Erie  and  River  Raisin  railroad 

CO.,  365  372 

jdnt,  relative  to  the  appointment  of  fiscal  agent,  43 

referring  Grovemor's  message  (see  "Message,  Gk)vem- 

or's,"  reference  of,)  43 

instructing  committee  of  ways  and  means,         45  180  306 
on  judiciary,  47  51  56  58  78  87  88  111  136 
139    140    162  174    179  194  204   226  237 
274  344  350. 
joint,  relative  to  the  residence  of  the  Atf  y  Geni,  49  50  62 
.     requiring  Att'y  Gen'l  to  reside  at  the  seat  of  go- 
vernment, (Senate,)  144  £98  309 
instructing  committee  on  agriculture  and  manufactures, 

51  52  153. 
joint,  relative  to  Bank  of  Monroe,  53 

instructing  senators  and  representative  in  Con- 
gress relative  to  light-houses  &  harbors,  56  6869  102 
ditto,  relative  to  preemption  rights,  59  72 

directing  committee  on  internal  improvement,  45  57 

60  157  191  235. 
relative  to  Chief  Justice,  58 

joint,  relative  to  commissioner  appointed  to  revise  the 
laws,  (Senate,)  69  71  106 
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Revolutions— instructij9g  committae  on  banks  and  mcoipo- 
rations,  61  76  78  106  140  274. 
relative  to  bills  and  joii^t  resolutions,  68 

instructing  senators  and  representative  in  Ck>iigrefls  re- 
lative to  the  resolution  of  the  U.  S*  Senate  cenau* 
ring  Gen'l  Jacksony  7& 

relative  to  imprisonment  for  debt,  76  369 

instructing  committee  on  removal  of  seats  of  justice,  78  140 
relative  to  aiiyoumment,  introduced,  97 ;  proceedings 
had,  101  109  137  209  226  232  248  266  268  274 
331  336  416. 
relative  to  seats  and  pay  of  E.  J*  Roberts,  J.  S.  Heath 

and  J.  EL  Smith,  97 

instructii^  committee  on  elections,  97-8 

directing  Secretary  of  State  relative  to  the  journals  of 

H.  R.  98 

instructing  joint  select  committee  m  Bank  of  Monroe 
and  other  banks,  101 

committee  on  roads  and  brid|ges,  106 

joint,  relative  to  appropriations  for  H^t-bouses  and  har- 
bors, 107 
relative  to  the  appointment  of  a  reporter  to  the  House, 

109  145  149. 
requesting  statement  from  Bank  Commissioner,  186 

joint,  relative  to  banks,  109  136 

cequirii^  statement  from  banks,  •  168  191  218 

joint,  relative  tQ  a  port  of  entry  at  St  Joseph,  (Senate,}   1 12 
improving  navigation  oT  riveis,  (Senate,)  1 12 

to  daily  mails,  (Senate,)  112 

instructing  comiftittee  on  university  &  school  lands,  14S  198 
joint,  authorizing  fiscal  agent  to  advance  John  S.  Bagg 

a  certain  ^un  of  money,  (Senate,)  146  150 

directing  the  publication  of  the  laws,  (Senate,)  146 

221-2  278  281  293 
requesting  infonnati(Hi  from  Auditor  General,  158 

authorizing  clerk  to  employ  assistant,  153 

relative  to  portrait  of  Greoige  Washiiigtoo,      163  350  364 
joint,  instructing  senators  and  representative  in  Con- 
gress relative  to  five  per  cent  fiind,  180  183 
of  thanks  to  senators  and  representative  in  Coi^^^ress,      181 
requiring  names  of  absent  members  to  be  published,      184 
instructing  committee  on  claims,  186 
joint,  relative  to  the  disposal  of  the  surplus  revenue,        194 
relative  to  library,                                                202-7 
instructing  Auditor  General  and  State  Treasurer,  206-7 
relative  to  light-house  at  the  mouth  of  Detroit 
river,  (Senate,)                                                 210 
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ResoIutiems---jcwt,  iosfriictiiig  seittt^  and  fepreaeiilatiTe 
in  Congress  relative  to  expenses  in  supporting 
sapxeniacy  of  die  laws,  218 

instraetiiu;  oommittees  to  which  peCitionB  fin- banks 

are  referred*  219 

joint,  relative  to  state  penitentiary,  (Senate,)     233  245  416 
relative  to  complaints  against  an  officer  of  the  House,      245 
•.  A   joint,  authorizing  a  loan  to  the  Detroit  and  St  Joseph 

yaihrcad,  (Saa$Se,)  2Q2  265 

authorizing  State  Tieamirer  to  loan  certain  som 
of  money  to  Erie  and  Kalamazoo  raihiDad  ooD»>- 
pany,  265  318 

instructing  the  dilBkcmt  comouttees  of  the  House  to 

report  all  matters  before  them,  275  988  287 

relative  to  adjourned  session,  275  289  391  870 

Joint,^  appointing  state  printer,  279  283  284 

prcrfub&mg  removal  ol  county  seats  under  certain  re- 

stiictioDS,  288 

authorizing  and  requiring  State  Treasurer  to  advance 

money  to  German  association,  299 

joint,  relative  to  suspension  of  eighth  joint  rule,  (Se** 

nate,)  310 

authorizing  and  requiring  state  printer  to  publish 

certain  laws,  321  337  349  350  361 

relative  to  the  nomination  of  a  bank  commis- 

siflDer,  381*7  365*7 

relative  to  the  state  tax  in  the  county  of  Chippewa,       371 

in  the  county  of  Mackinac,  881 

appointing  a  commissioner  to  examine  the  accounts  of 

the  Treasuier  and  Auditor  General  of  this  state,        390 
joint,  relative  to  the  revision  of  the  laws,  (Senate,)  390 

allQWu^  to  Messrs.  ELing  and  Levake,  mennbers  from 

'uhippewa  mi  Mackinac,  additional  pay,        39i  417-18 
joint,  relative  to  securities  to  be  furnished  by  bankii^ 

associations,  (Senate,)  399 

instructing  fiscal  a^nt  to  pay  money,  400 

relative  to  ncxninations  for  commissioners  of  the  board 

of  internal  improvement,  404-5 

relative  to  nomination  of  a  commissioner  of  the  board 
of  internal  improvements  from  Kent,  Ottawa  or 
Ionia  counties,  (in  joint  assembly  of  both  houses,)       414 
joint,  giving  certain  instructions  to  state  printer,  (Senate,)  415 
of  thanks  to  Spedter,  418 

relative  to  acts  of  incorporation,  419 

to  provide  for  the  publication  and  distribution  of  the 
Jaws,  421-2 


624  INDEX. 

Page. 

Resolutions— joint,  relative  to  certain  univennty  lands,  (Se- 
nate,) 422 
appointing  committee  to  wait  on  Govemur  and  infonn 
him  that  the  House  has  finished  all  business  before 
them,                                                                            422 

St.  Cfcyr  county — seat  of  representative  from,  contested, 

'  election  referred  to  the  people,  88 

Speaker — pro  tempore,  election  of,  4 

election  of,  30 

Sergeant-at«arms — pro  tempore,  election  of,  4 

election  of,  31 

Smith,  Joseph,  qualified,  28 

Smith,  Jeremiah  R.,  certificates  of  election  presented,  41 

(for  other  proceedings,  see  **  Reports  and  Rescdutions.'^ 
St  Clair  and  Romeo  railroad  company,  communication 

from,  28  ;  referred,  43 

Secretary  of  State,  communication  from,  176 
Stewart,  Hart  L.;  nomination  for  conunissioner  of  board  of 

internal  improvement,  confirmed,  408 

V. 

Votes,  reconsideration  of,  47  52  56  97  137  168  196  223 
308  331  347  361  374  384. 

Vacancy  in  cdmmittees  filled,  108 

w. 

Whipple,  Charles  W.,  excused  fixwn  special  committee  on 

elections,  37 

Williams,  Gardner  D.,  nominaticm   for   commissioner  of 

board  of  internal  improvement,  confirmed,  409-10 
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A. 

Absence,  leave  of  granted  Messrs.  Monfore,  449 ;  Eldred,    453 
Appeals  from  decision  of  chair,  461 

B. 

Bank  Ctxiimissioner's  report,  (document  No.  16)  434 

Bills — an  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  *'An  act  concerning 
mortgages,"  introduced  on  leave,  436 ;  proceedings, 
440-6  451-2  464-5  ;  passed  H.  R.  465-6481 

an  act  to  provide  for  the  election  of  a  representative  to 
Congress,  reported,  439;  proceedings,  440 

an  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  ^  An  act  amendatory 
and  in  addition  to  an  act  entitled  'An  act  to  provide 
for  the  assessment  and  collection  of  townsnip  and 
county  taxes,'  approved  March  20, 1837,"  439  ;  pro- 
ceedings, 439  465 ;  passed  H.  R.  466 ;  other  pro- 
ceedings, 472 

an  a£ct  to  enable  the  inhabitants  of  the  township  of  Or- 
ange to  elect  township  officers,  and  for  other  purpo- 
ses, introduced  on  leave,  439  ;  passed  H.  R.  439 

an  act  suspending  certain  provisions  of  law  in  relation 
to  banks,  and  tor  other  purposes,  reported,  440 ;  pro- 
ceedings, 443  444-6  451-2-5-6-7-8-9  460;  passed 
H.  R.  461;  other  proceedings,  473-4-8;  passed  H.  R.    479 

an  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  "An  act  to  provide' for 
the  disposition  of  the  university  and  primary  school 
lands,"  introduced  on  leave,  440;  proceedings, 
440-1  ;  passed  H.  R.  455 

79 
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Bills — an  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled ''An  act  to  provide 
for  the  organization  and  government  of  the  universi- 
ty of  Michigan,  reported,  443 ;  proceedings,  447 
450;  passed  H.  R.  451 

an  act  to  amend  ''An  act  to  provide  for  the  orranization 
and  support  of  primary  schools,  introduced  on 
leave,  443  ;  proceedings,  445-  6;  passed  H.  R.  451 

a  bill  amendatory  to  an  act  entitled  "An  act  to  regulate 
general  elections,"  (Senate,)  443  445 ;  passed  II.  R. 
447  ;  other  proceedings,  452  462;  passed  H.R.       467 

a  bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled  "An  act  to  organize  and 
regulate  banking  associations,''  introduced  on  leave, 
443 ;  proceedings,  447-8-9  454 ;  passed  H.  R.  .        455 

an  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled,  &c.  to  amend  an  act 
entitled,  &c.  to  amend  "An  act  to  organize  the  su- 
preme court  and  establish  circuit  courts,  approved 
July  26,  1836,"  introduced  on  leave,  445,  proceed- 
ings, 445 

a  bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled  "An  act  to  establish 
branches  of  the  Bank  of  M ichi^ui  and  Farmers' 
and  mechanics'  bank,  and  Bank  m  River  Raisin,  in- 
troduced on  leave,  449  ;  passed  H.  R.  451 

an  act  amendatoiy  to  an  act  entitled  "An  act  to  autho- 
rize the  board  of  supervisors  of  certain  counties 
therein  named  to  borrow  certain  sums  of  money, 
and  for  other  purposes,"  introduced  on  leave,  454 ; 
proceedings,  464-5  ;  passed  H.  R.  466 

a  bill  to  authorize  the  board  of  supervisors  of  Monroe 
county  to  borrow  a  certain  sum  of  money,  mtro- 
duced  on  leave,  454;  proceedings,  465 

a  bill  to  provide  for  the  construction  of  a  bridge  over 
Conner's  creek  on  the  extension  c^  Jefferson  avenue, 
introduced  on  leave,  455  ;  passed  H.  R.  470 

a  bill  to  provide  for  the  relief  of  the  Palmyra  and  Jack- 
sonburgh  railroad,  (Senate,)  462-3-4 ;  passed  H.  R.      466 

a  bill  to  authorize  the  Maumee  branch  railroad  co.  to 
pass  over  the  Havre  branch  railroad  in  connecting 
with  the  Kalamazoo  railroad,  (Senate,)  462 ;  passed 
H.  R.  467 

a  bill  to  legalize  the  official  acts  of  Charies  Pdtier,  de- 
puty clerk  of  the  county  of  Wayne,  (Senate,)  462 
463  ;  passed  H.  R.  476 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Andrew  Backus,  reported,  463 ; 
passed  H.  R.  469 
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Bills — ^a  bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled  ^  An  act  appoint- 
ing commissioners  to  lay  out  and  establish  a  state 
road  from  Dexter  to  Lyons,  introduced  on  leave, 
and  passed  H.  R.  464 

a  bill  to  amend  an  act  appointing  commissioners  to  lay 
out  and  establish  certain  state  roads,  approved 
March  26,  1836,  introduced  on  leave  and  passed  H. 
R.  464 

a  bill  relative  to  the  loan  of  certain  sums  of  money  (Se- 
nate,) 467 ;  passed  H.  R.  468 

a  bill  to  provide  for  proceedings  in  chancery  against 
corporations,  and  for  other  purposes,  (Senate,)  467  ; 
passed  H.  R.  470 

a  bill  to  authorize  certain  counties  therein  named  to 
borrow  a  certain  sum  of  money,  introduced.on  leave, 
467 ;  passed  H.  R.  469 

an  act  to  prohibit  the  circulation  of  evidences  of  debt 
of  a  less  amount  than  one  dollar,  and  to  provide  for 
the  punishment  of  the  same,  introduced  on  leave,        4^8 

an  act  to  amend  an  act  appointing  commissioners  to 
lay  out  and  establish  certain  state  roads,  approved 
July  26,  1833,  introduced  on  leave,  470;  proceed- 
ii^  471  ;  passed  H.  R.  472 

a  billto  vacate  a  part  of  the  village  plat  of  Ann  Arbor, 
(Senate,)  passed  H.  R.  471 

a  Inll  relative  to  the  town  of  Whiteford,  (Senate,)  471 

a  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  extra  session  of 
the  legislature  held  and  conmienced  on  the  second 
Monday  of  June,  1837,  (Senate,)  477-9 ;  passed  H. 
R.  480  482 

c. 

Committee  to  wait  on  Governor  and  inform  him  of  the  pre- 
sence of  a  quorum,  appointed,  427 
to  whom  Governor's  message  referred,  435  437 
to  examine  assessment  law,  appointed,  436 
to  examine  official  conduct  of  Gleo.  Morell,  election  of,  450 
to  wait  on  Governor  and  inform  him  the  legislature  are 
about  to  adjourn,  appointed,  483 

H. 

House  of  Representatives,  meeting  of,  427 

members  of,  present  at  roll  call,  427 

adjournment  of,  485 
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M. 

Message— from   Senate,    427-8  437   442  444  452  462 

467  471  472-6-6-8  480-1-2-4 

Governor's,  428  434 

reference  of,  435 

from  Executive,                                       461  470-7  480-2-4 

Members  absent  on  roll  call,  435  438  441  444-9  453  463  468 

McCamly,  Sands,  credentials  presented,  qualified,  435-6 

N.. 

Notices  for  leave  to  introduce  bills,  437  450-3-4 

P. 

Petitions — sundry  inhabitants  of  Lenawee  county,  441 

P.  Pittman,  444 

Emery  Beal  and  others,  444 

sundry  inhabitants  of  Ionia  county,  453 

Andrew  Backus,  Sophia  D.  Clark,  453 

sundry  inhabitants  oi  Branch  county,  471 

R. 

Resolutions — directing  clerk  to  inform  Senate  of  the  pre- 
sence of  a  quorum,  427 
requesting  Darius  C.  Jackson  to  officiate  as  seigeant- 

at-arms,  427 

referring  so  much  of  Gk)vemor's  message  and  docu-. 

ments  accompanyiiL|  same  to  joint  select  committee,    435 
referring  so  much  of  Governor's  message  as  relates  to 
the  election  of  a  representative  to  Congress  to  select 
committee,  435 

instructing  committee  on  judiciary,  436 

directing  Speaker  to  fill  vacancies  in  committees,  437 

instructmg  state  printer,  436  441 

for  the  appointment  of  select  committee  to  investigate 
the  conduct  of  George  Morell,  one  of  the  associate 
justices  of  the  supreme  court  of  this  state,  introduced, 
436  ;  proceedings,  440  ;  adopted,  442 

empowering  select  committee  to  investigate  conduct 

of  George  Morell,  to  subpoena  witnesses,  442 

appointing  committee  to  examine  assessment  law,        436 
Rule&— suspension   of,  436  439  440  443   445-9   45lr4 
464-5-6-7  470 


